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© Have not placd your Name before 
theſe Papers, that from thence I might 
gz take an Occaſion to flatter you with 
5 BZ2# that ſort of laviſh Praiſe by which ma- 
= ny make their Epiſtles Dedicatory; 
Romances. The Notices of your Generous Temper 
whichrl have received in your Acquaintance would 
forbid that Vanity, if nothing elſe hindred me ; For 
they have aſſured me that you are rais'd far above 
ſuch a Lownels of Spirit as will be taken with Adu- 
lations. The worth which deſerves higheſt praiſes, 
doth moſt ſcorn Flattery. 

Neither do I deſign the Patronage of my Imper- 
fetions by devoting to you the Book in which they 
are diſcovered. If I ſhould have forgotten my (ek 
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The Epitle Dedicatory. 


| ſo far asto have made ſuch an unworthy A pplicati- 


on of your Name, I ſhould have abus'd you, I con- 
fels : For, as he ſaid, Ne ſs deve chiamar un' Giove 
per Padrino d'un Pigmeo,and my ExpeRation would 
have been fruſtrate, for the world is not ſo fooliſh 
asto think it a part of the Homage which it owes to 
Illeſtrious/Perlons, to judg every thing Excellent 
which hath put on their Livery. 


My defire is to manifeſt a ſincere Reſentment of 
the Civilities which I have received from you, and 


- toreveaſlthe inward” Senſe of my Heart in which ] 


do unfeignedly honour.your True, W orth, which 
is made up of a Great Wiſdom and Much Good- 
neſs. Not that I preſume ſo much upon the Value 
of theſe Leaves, as to think that they either carry 
any Obligation, or pay much reſpec : but I ſend 
them as Inſtances of that Good will, which wanting 
moreacceptable Expreſſions beſpeaks your favoura- 


ble Reception for theſe. 
If they had any Worth, I ſhould have thought 


none fitter to whom I might commend them than 
your ſelf, who have patroniz'd Wiſdom with your 


| Noble Choice, and honour'd Vertue with an Ex- 


emplary Life. As you are grac'd with the Nobility 
of your Birth,ſo you are deſervedly loved by many 
who accompany their Afﬀections with Judgment, 
becauſe you have adorn'd your Quality with thoſe 
Excellent Accompliſhments, by whoſe abſence No- 
bility is diſhonour'd. 

Thoſe which unwiſely lean upon the Fame of 
their Anceſtors, and make boaſts of Honour which 


is not ſupported with their own V ertues, but only 
derived 


The EpiStle Dedicatory. 

derived with the Bloud which they received from 
others, whilſt they are themſelves deſtitate of thoſe 
Heroick Graces tor which their Fathers or Grand- 
fathers were juſtly admired ; they overturn their 
Statuzs,prophane theirLrns, and blaſt the Glory of 
their Memories by Ignoble Practices: as the Poet 
reprov'd the degenerate Roman, 


Squalentes traducit Awvos, emptorque venent 
F'rangenda miſeram funeſtat Imagine Gentem. 


{t afflits Ingenuous Perſons when they ſee the 
Ancient Splendowr of Great Families eclips'd by 
thoſe which ſhould make them more lluſtrious;eſpe- 
cially when they conſider thoſe flight Motives by 
which they ſuffer themſelves to be withdrawn from 
the Purſuit of/ true Glory. For, as the Philoſopher 
obſerv'd concerning ſuch in his Time,Einv Jnmilnutvor 
25 agony xg nvNG, ivieg(pmar rg, they are chea- 
ted with ſoft Pleaſures, ſpecions Ewvils. But no 'body 
mult tell them of it. For though they condemn, and 
it may be, puniſh their own Sins, when they are 
committed by.Pealants ; 

Q 
At vos T rojngene wobis ignoſcitis, ©» que 
T urpia Cerdoni V oleſos Brutumque decebunt. 


By which Means though they might in regard 
_ of the Advantages of their Higher Condition be 
moſt like unto God , that is, Saviours of their 
Country, which Title is not unjuſtly given to 
ſome: yet many flighting the Deſerts of Noble 

3 Vertues 
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| Vertues, augment the Miſeries of the VW orld both 
with the particular Harms which neceſſarily go a- 
long with Vitious Actions, as allo by the  Contagj- 
ous Influence which falls from the evil Examples of 


Great Perſons. | 
But what do I talk to you of this Miſchief, who 


have ſo advanc'd your Mind by the Study of the 
beſt Knowledg, and perfe&ted your Faculties with 
thoſe Vertuous Habits which become a Chriſtian 
and a Gentleman, that I may not only call you, as 
the Emperour modeſtly limited his own Prailes, $1- 
Aooopices tegobtrle puonor,only 2 Lover of P hiloſopby, but 
rather, in regard of your rare Attainments, the Love 
of Philoſophers ? 

I will not be further troubleſome unto you. That 
you may enjoy a good Health and a long Lite ; and 
that you may encreaſe the Honour of your Family 
and promote the Good of your Country, and at 
length be received into the Regions of Immortal 


Glory, is the hearty Prayer of 


Sr, 
Your moſt Humble 
”- 


Aﬀettionate Servant, 


N. INGELO. 


CONCERNING 
The DESIGN of this BOOK. 


EE SOMIAQT 7 Ju eſteemed by thoſe which know themſelves, as the 
The < = only work that is worthy of wiſe men, ſo to imploy their bet- 
| ter faculties, and improve their time, that at laſt they may 
obtain an End in which they may rejoyce eternally : After 4 


Le ſincere intention of this End, to proſecate it with a —_ 
YZ: uſe of fit means,is the Charatter of a prudent and Good man. 
—_—— — — 


degenerate into 4 brutiſh ncapacity, though many times they take no notice of the 
weakneſs of their judgments : till they mect it in the miſerable Conſequences of 
their Actions. | EO age> 

It is not my purpoſe here to reckon up all the impertinencies of Mankind, which 
are the ſeeral inſtances of the forementioned folly, I would only give a cha- 
ritable notice of one, viz. The Writing and Reading of Romances, Thes.[ 


put into the number, becauſe for the moſt part it is verified in them what Juſtin 


Martyr ſaid of Homer's Poetry, "Ec: 335 mwoz farlulls id @ 71.4 Olvardies, 
=&xd 2 Th@, yi, 1. e The whole Rhapſody of Homer's Iliads and 
Odyſleis, beginning and end, is buta Woman. 12 hey dote ſo much upon 


that 


The Preface. | FE 


that ſubje?, that they think with thoſe amorows Tro jans; that Helen bh not cxly 
worthy of all the labours of Homer's Quill, but alſo of the ſharp contentions of 
the Greek and Trojan ſwords, 


*Ou viurC1s TeSas x; ivxriyurdes Aygais, 
Teuj S* «pugt yurant wituy yeivoy Ayia oy; br 06 


A ten years War is no unworthy ſight, 
When Greece and Troy for ſuch a Woman fight, 


She was «a brave Woman indeed, and it was but fit that ſo many Gallant men 
ſhould deſtroy one another in the Revenge and Defence of her Adultery, But 
Maximus Tyrius i his 1 5'* Diſſertation, doth juſtly reprove the folly of their 
opinion, and condemn the unreaſonableneſs of that laviſh ; 72-4] 

e 


F am not tgnorant that Homer wrote upon another fien, than to tell us 
many tales of Helen and Paris ; and that Horace hath ſaid in his Cymmenda- 
$07, \ et 


Lui, quid fit pulchrum, quid twrpe, quid atile, quid non, 
Plenins ac melizes Chryſippo & Crantore atcrt : 4, e. 


He what is fair, what foul, what good, what nor, 
Better then Craxtor and Chryſipps wrot. : 
It may be ſo ;, for though Chryſippus was ſo preat a man, that he was eſteemed 
the only ſupport of the Stoick School, according to the Proverbial ſpeech re- 
corded by Diogenes Laertius, EI wi 3 5s Xpunre@, 5s dy fy Zrod. Tet 
quite contrary to the wertuous deſign of prudent Socrates, he ſpoil d the Do- 
(Frine of good manners, and unwiſely i x the ſubſtantial precepts of a moral 
life for the uſeleſs ſubtilties of wice diſputation. Or what if Crantor, whom 
he yokes with hims in the > vs, ung made no great proficiency either by 
Plato, to whoſe School he belonged, or Homer himſelf, who was bis delight ? 
For all this fair verdift, which Horace hath paſſed in favour of his Brother 
Poet, the Moral Vertues, which fo highly concern the felicity of the World, ought 
to be diſcours'd in another manner Wh. be uſeth ; for he, as it maybe ſaid alſg 
of other Romancers, hath made the fabulous rind ſo thick, that few can ſee 
through it into the uſeful ſenſe. 1 do not deny what Plutarch ſayes, that his 
Verſes were not written only for pleaſure, «ma  Sevuriges By ves enarg uu 
Tels 4mm, i. E: but that a deeper meaning, is hid under hs Poems ; he hath 
ſunk it ſo deep, that very few can come at it. And ſome of thoſe who applaud 
him for 4 Philoſopher, Tonfeſs that ſuch only can make a gain of him, that 
have already attain'd a mature judgment by long Fen ; that ts, ſuch may 

fſibly learn of him, who are able toteach him: but he is ſo unfit for others, that 
Plato defired they mipht not ſee him, Iva ud wu9u; einozy]o yeagery 73) Hpne, 1, ec. 
for fear they ſhould think that the Hero wrote fables, which he hadgood reaſon 
go expet? upon the peruſal. | 

Beſides this, as many others do, he hath ſo form'd the repreſentations of Vertue 
«nd Vice, that it is ' Hoy to ſay, which 1s commended, and which reproved ; 
whil ſt the Gods are frequently [racks in pratticing Immoralities, he doth at 6 
equal Vice to Vertue, and nouriſh that which be ſhould eradicate, For, why 
ſhould men endeavour to be better than their Gods? So he in the Comedy made the 
Adultery of Jupiter an apology for his luſt. 
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Et quia confimilem luſerat 
Tam olim ille ludum —— 


Ego homuncio hoc non facerew ? Terent. Enunuch. 


By theſe and ſuch like inſtances the Greek Fathers did convince the Heathens 
of the imperſettion of their beſt Authors. So one may perceive in ſome Ro- 


mances of a later date, that the pictures of Heroes, which they have draws 


for exatt patterns of the moſt rais'd vertue, are often blotted with notorious 
defeits, as Impatience, Revenge, and the like. 


But this ſort ok Books is moſt to be blamed, becauſe for the omar part, as 
I ſaid before, their chief Delign 7s to put fleſhly Luſt into long ſtories, and 
ſometimes not without very unhandſome mixtures, tending only to the ſervice 
of brutiſh Concupiſcence, the nouriſhment of diſhonourable efeFions, and by 
exciting in the Keaders muddy fancies, to indiſpoſe them for their attendance 


poi: God by their better part. Kor ſome ſuch reaſon, I ſuppoſe, the great Sidney 


before his Death charg'a his friend Sir Fulk Grevil, who had the only Copy of- 


his Arcadia, that he ſhould never permit it to be made” publick. 

The other picces, which fill up the intervals of the ſtory, andgrace it with 
pleaſing warieties, are commonly" frivolous devices of wit in ſome contemptible 
matter, and ſerve but to ſome ſuch ſlight purpoſe, as doth the writing of Verſes 
in the form of an Egg or Hatchet, where the meaſures of words and ſenſe are 


conſtrain'd to ſute with the odd proportions of ſuch figures. Theſe are fine rari- 


ties of no uſe, the intertexture of the by-accidents being as trivial as the 
Principal Deſign. 


'Tis true, ſome of theſe Authors written in divers Languages, ave applauded 
for the Elegancy of each particular Tongue, and are here and there inter- 


ſpers'd with good Sentences: but they are ſo deeply infeted with noiſome 
words, immodeſt Tales and Diſcourſes, which do fatally corrupt the manner, 
of Youth, that I cannot but aſſent to the opinion of many wiſe men, who Judge 
them, for all that, well worthy of the fire. Neither do I think it improper to 
uſe the words, which the old Sages of Troy ſulently mutter a, when they perceived 


the dangers which attenaed the mr of Helen, which the young men extoll'd 
as equal to that of the heavenly Goageſtes. 
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But though She's ſuch, let her return, and make 
Anend of what we ſufter for her ſake. 


I could eaſily name them, but that Labour is needleſs to ſuch as know Books : and 
to thoſe which do not, | ought not, by making a Catalogue, to give notice of ſuch 
as | could wiſh burnt. If they were, they would not be preatly miſs 'd, as to that 
propriety of ſpeech unto which they lay claim, and for which they are magnified by 
their Readers; becauſe the beſt Languages uſed in the world, may as well be 
learn'd from Authors that are as Elegant as Chaſte. 
For theſe reaſons | think the Noble Mountaigne gave a great proof of his 

early wiſaom, 11 that, as he ſazes, Quant aux. Amadis,8& relles ſores deſcrits, 
ils n'ont pas eu le credit -d'arreſter ſeulement mon enfance, z. e- Amadis 
and ſuch like traſh of Writings had not {5 much credit with him, as to: 
allure his Youth to delight in them. - 4/4 upon the ſame conſiderations one 


” ay 
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may well judge ſome Excellent Wits thrown away in writing great ſtories of 
Nothing ; ana that others loſe their unvaluable Time whilſt they read them. 
Ana the rather, becauſe, beſides the direct loſs, they leave the Memory ſo full 
of fantaſtical Images of things which are not, that they cannot eaſily diſmiſs 
them, theFancy being held in the amuſement of thoſe fooliſh Dreams, as we 
are in Sleep with the various repreſentations of ſeveral things, which xever were 
nor will be in ſuch Ridiculons Conjunttions. And when the Reader conſiders 
how prettily he hath abuſed himſelf, yet cannot he preſently diſpeſſeſs his fancy of 
thoſe vain Imaginations which he hath entertain d,but is ſtill haunted with them, 
ana much inaiſþos a in Mind for more worthy Conſiderations ; as troubleſome 
D7 eams often leave the Body not ſo well affetted. 

There us no doubt. but that moſt Readers of ſuch things, ingenuouſly exa- 
mining what beneficial uſe they could make of the gains reaped from their 
Studies would find themſelves hard put to it to name abetter than the Great 
Wit was forc'd to, who ſaid, When he thought to retire from his Extrava- ; 
gancies, and to repoſe his wearied Spirit, and it ſtil! peſter'd him withan 
orderleſs rabble of troubleſome Chimeras, he reſo.v'd ro keep a Regiſter 
of them, hoping by that means one day to make it aſham'd, and b!uſhat it 
felt. - - 

It # no wonder that theſe Fooleries are not eaſily thrown off, becauſe of that 
deep impreſſion which they make upon the affeitwnate part, through the cunning 
inveplements of Fancy. For men having indulg'd Imagination, and play d 
careleſly with its Fantaſms, unawares take vehement pleaſure inthings which 
they ds not believe, and weep for ſuch inconfiderable reaſons, that afterward they 
leugh at themſelves for it ; andread Fables with ſuch affetHons, as if their own 
or their friends beſt intereſt were wrapp'd up in them. What ane Expeita- 


tiow bave they for the Iſſue of a doubtful Deſign? How Tinſatisfied are they 
gillthe Ex of a paper-Combat ? What fears poſſeſs thems ff the Knight whoſe 
part they take ? How paſſionately are they delighted with the Dyſcription of « 
Caſtle built in the air ? How raviſb'd upon the conceit of Beauties which owe 
themſelves only to the paint which came ont of the Poet's Ink-pot ? How are 
they taken with pleaſure and ſorrow for the good and bad ſucceſs of the Romantick 
Lovers? They are apt alſo to draw to themſelves or their friends ſuch things as 
they retd in far-fetch'd references: if the reſemblances ſute in. ſome little pointy, 
they ſeemto do and ſuffer ſuch things ; and what fits not, they endeavour topatch 
up with ſome feign'd coherency. 

Bat if inthe midft of this buſie Idleneſs a would admit a ſevere conſide- 
ration of more important duties negletted the while, a few aiſentanoled thoughts 
would rout the Troep of their fond Imaginations. 

Some peradventure not altogether ſatisfied with that which I have ſaid, may 
reply, What, then is Fancy uſeleſs? Is it not one of the natural faculties of 
the Soul ? Were any of them made to no purpoſe? Is there any more proper ex- 
tertainment for it then the Conceit and Language of a well-form'd Romance ? 
Many books, which pretend to declare better matters to us, ao it ſo Jejunely, that 
it is a work of more then ordinary patience to give them the reading ; and we are 

t into a doubt, whether or no thoſe who wrote them did intend any ſhould make 
uſe of their Underſtandings in the peruſal of them, or whether they were able to 
give that which others would expett as a reaſonable ſatisfaction. Beſides, we 
perceive many Books of grave Titles ſo afflicted with Diſputes about trouble- 
ſore niceties and trifling Capriccio's, that wiſe perſons find the Books as little 
of kin to their Names, as the Contents are of ſmall Furtherance to their beſt 


Goncernments. L 
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To theſe things I anſwer ; Fancy is not uſeleſs, and may as lawfully be gra- 
tified with excellent forms of Inventions as the Eye may entertain it ſelf with 
4 » Beauty of well-plac'd Colours, or the Senſe of Smelling pleaſe it ſelf with 
the odours of 4 delicious Roſe. But though it be a Natural Faculty, yet it 1s 
under diſcipline of the Supream  Governeſs of Soul and Eoay, Reaſon ; and h ; 
when it wanders without its Keeper, out-ſtaying its time in allowed diverſions, 
or tranſereſſing the limits of ſuch Subjetts as ſound Judgment permits, it re- 
turns abus'd with hurtful delight, and inſtead of being us a decently, is unwor- 
thily proſtituted : 11 whoſe _ the Rational Guide, which is not far off, will 
take notice and complain, as it doth often, and whip the Vagrant, and not ſpare 
to reproach it with the cheap rewara of fooliſh recreation, for the enjoyment of 
which ſhe miſpent the time which ſhe took from her Prayers, and, it may be, for 
the reading of an ale Story neglefted the E xamination of her Conſcience; and 
oro made to underſtand that the ſame pleaſure which was pretended to 
» be ſought abroad, is to be found at Home. For Reaſon is no ſuch ſevere Mi- 

reſs as todetain us with Awe that is void of Love and Foy; but beſides the 

ſolid Complacencies of Vertue, allows alſothe chearful entertainments of Wit 

and Fancy. There are Books good ſtore where Truths of greateſt Importance 

y fel Dy neither beſmeared with loathſome Nonſente, nor blended with un- 


y 


refitable Diſputes, which add nothing to Religion, but trouble and darkneſs, and 
where Excellent ſenſe and good words offer themſelves in ſuch lovely Embraces, 
that they are 4 perfett content to all beholders but wch as cannot Faxcy, Under- 
ftand and Love, Wit and ability of mind do ſoſhine in many Religious _ 
courſes, that we cannot juſtly make that pretended defett an Excuſe for our de- 
ſerting of ſober ftudies. Now God forbid that we ſhould think his Gifts ſo im- 
prudently thrown amongſt men, that none ſhould be able to get them that would 
ri them to the adorning of that which ws of deſerves it, Vertne ; which, though 
>y reaſon of its innate beauty it leaſt needs any adwentitions ernament, yet doth 
208 form the light vail of Romance, if it be of that faſhion which |] ſhall by and 
by deſcribe. | 

It were a thing to be wonared at, That by many nothing is efteem'd witty, 
except Poetry and Romances; but that want of Fudgment aoth motorionſly 
diſcover it ſelf in thoſe perſons who are highly pleas'a with pitiful things. 
Divers of their admired Authors are ſo empty of true Worth, that if the 
entire ſenſe of their books were ſumm'd up, it would only amount to ſome ſmall 
matter as trivial as uſeleſs: 4nd if moſt of them, whether Antient or Mo- 
dern, were examined with a Judicious Eye, they wonld appear to be full of the 

groſſeſt Indecortms of Invention, as odious mifiepreſentations of Divinity, 
unnatural Deſcriptions of Human Life, Improper and Prophane Alluſions 
to Sacred Things, frequent and palpable Contradictions, Sottiſh ſtories, 
and in ſhort, all the abſurdities ef wild Imagination. I need not wverifie this 
by bringing together thoſe great multitudes of Inſtances which abound in that 
ſort of books written in the Greek, Latin, Italian azd French Languages. If 
any deſire, they may ſee it done largely in the Extravagant bebe eſpe- 

_ cially in the Speech of Clarimond in the 1 3th. book, not long ſince tranſlated by 
Mr. Davies. 

For my own part I ao not deſire that all Books ſhould be as dull as many are, 
and none compos d, as all are not, to delight ; but I would have that delight truc, 
and the quickneſs not evaporate into Lightneſs and Vanity. Is there no joy but 
laughter * Doth nothing recreate but what is fabulous? Such as do not like true 
happineſs, becauſe it is 4 ſerious thing, have 4 reaſonable Soul beſtowed upon 
them in vain, and would have been better pleas'd if God had made them worſe, 


4nd 
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propoſition, _— defire that thoſe Excellent Wits would lay t 


and more content if God had not aeſign'a them to ſo Noble an End. But thoſe 
which like nothing except what goes in aplain Rode of talk, may as reaſonably 
defire every body to ſpell, when they read. Such as would not have Truth pre- 
ſented in ingenuous S chemes of Dijcourſe, do fooliſhly condemn the wiſdom of the 
Antients, Jome of which we may not reprove without a kind of Ela phemy : and 
whilſt they under ſt1nd not the Excellent uſe of {pologues, Parables, and ſuch like 
Modes of fignification, they are ſufficiently anſwer 'd by the Confeſſion of their 
own lgnorance. There are abc 9s in the World; ſome will take a thin 
one way, that will not another. A FPhyfitian will not wiſely quarrel with hys 
Patient, becauſe he refuſeth to take the Pill unte / it be gilded. There are alſo 
ſome perſons that need to have ſome things tola them, which becauſe they are 
guarded with the \ſtately Circumſtance of Wordly Quality, one cannot ſo eafily 
come near them as in a Diſguiſe. 

There are ſome brave minds, in whom Riches of Conceit are attended with 
incomparable Expreſſion : and Truth is not unwilling to be aveſs d by ſuch ; and 
thoſe which revile them for their revs juſtly abborr'd for their E nvy,or pitied 
for their Ignorance. |t s a miſchief that aiſtreſies moſt little Capacities, impo- 
tently to deſire that all others ſhould be conſtituted after their ſize ; and having 
paſſionately, but fooliſhly, wih'd ſuch a thing a great while, at laſt they begin to 
believe that what they deſire is ſo indeed. 

It is an wngrateful folly and a pride to be laugh'd at, when men are unwilling 
that others ſhould endeavour to rakes their Good, becauſe they gave them » 
leave topreſeribe them the way for —_ of it : but they ſheuld conſider, that 
there may be ſuch in the world which underſtand that which themſelves do not, 
and are-delighted with ſuch things as they contemn. 

But ſore that mean well, and think they are not miſtaken in _ ſe of their 

eir defign of 

Rowaante deeper then the Shallows of Fancy;that ſo the Reader may me fick wpon 

every Shelf of Fiftion, and that the ſtreams of Wit be made navigable for the 

Importation of ſuch Wiſdom as is neceſsary for our beſt life. The defign to pleaſe 

is then as well accompliſht ; but not terminating iu the ſurface of Recreation, it 

is improv'd into« higher advantage of thoſe nobler Faculties which God hath 
IVC HS. | 

They think alſo that the way to this End is miſs'd, when the Authors account 
their Contrivance poor, 7 they can ſail under water too. As when there is no 
moral defign of ma o_ etter, the Work is done but by the Halves, as we 

ſay: ſo tf that lye under ground in ſuch deep conceits as but few can dive into the 
bottom of them, their labour is ſo far only not loſt, as that ſome who are more in- 
 genious will take the pains to underſtava what they meant. 

To concude, | have not all this while poke my own Hopes concerning what | 
have perform'd in this work, but my wiſhes were hearty that it might neither diſ- 
pleaſe nor be unprofitable. Whereas | have in {ts Places reprov'd ſome things 
frequently found among ſt Men, | only plead, that fince they make no ſernple of 
acting unworthily, Ithought I might juſtly take liberty to talk of it. And fince 


. you have had the patience to be acquainted with what I would have done, if any 


body be pleas d with that which is written, I ſhall not be diſcontented ; but if they 


' beprefited teo, then I ſhall think that I have nit laboured in vain. 
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,T was many years after that time , when the : 


Ruſty Brifs, and Baſer Iron, bad given too 
great an aſſurance of the full determination 
of the Goidenand Silver Ages ; when * Pex- Good-wilt 
tivolro appear'd to the- aſtoniſhment of the 
degenerate World, which could not remem- 
ber to have ſeenany Gentleman equal to him 
& in Complexion or Stature. | He was ſo per- 
» fectly wade up, that one might eaſily per- 
ceive Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and Courage, to 
have done their utmoſt- in his Compoſure. 
The Norm of I is Pertections did not riſe by the meaſure of thoſe diſpro- 
portions in which the corrupt Age tell below him, but by ſuch degrees as 
the exact Yulcs of Vertue ſet up for an infallible Standard. | 
After a full acquaintance with the cuſtoms of his ownCuuntry,by which 
he arriv'dat great pertecion, and wou'ld have out-done them , but that ; 
they were ſuch as could not be exceeded, ( for he was born in the higher _ 
' Theoprep14)he had a great defire to ſee other Countries ; not-to make Fx- _ of Det. 
periments by his Travel to fatisfie Curioſity, which in him was very little ; | 
but ro deſerve ſuchHonour as doth raturall y accompany vertuous attempts, 
and cave moſt real Cenetirs upon the beſtowers of it. © 
He had now gone over divers Kingdoms which adminiſtred variety of 
Trials, and match'd Variety with Difficulty ; but in each he was ſo happi- 
ly ſucceſf>ful, that every one's Admiration ſtrove with Love, Who ſhould 
C0 him the molt Honour, . His ſingular Good-Will being the foundation of 


his 
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his Engagements, and thoſe ever anſwered with equal performances, the 
cople would take notice of him under no meaner Charader than a Father 
to Mankind.' He could go no-where but Fathe was his Harbinger , and 
took-up for him the beſt Rooms in the Worthicſt ExpedGations, and 
provided all poſſible welcome in the moſt 'Noble Hearts. The 
Report of his Atchievements ran through the world with like ſpeeg}, 
and the ſame awful noiſe with which the Thunderc'aps follow the Flaſhes 
a The State of Of Light. He ſubdued ſeveral Bravo's, which infeſted the Regions of » 4x- 
Tenn thropia ; in particular* Eyriſtes, who ranged up and down the Country of 
feeble pre. © Gynepicria ; « Rhexinons , who made'his abode inthe darkſome Vallies of 
viſbneſs. Gelefe ; and £ Pinodipſo, who took an unworthy pleaſure in afflictingthe 
Mahon ge meaner ſort of People ; for, heuſ'd to cut them with a poyſoned Sword ; 
mind. and thoſe which were wounded, ſeemed afterward to dye ſo many Deaths as 
bo - oma i, {hey lived Hours,and at laſt dyed indeed curſing, : 
Thi or Fu He met Bellona in the rough Deſarts of e Pammachia ; and ſhe being en- 
* Al forts of raged at the preſence of her ſworn Foe, running upon him with a Wowan- 
War and rife 11 fury, chanced to wound her ſelf in her right hand upon the point of 
Bentivolio's Sword ; whereupon ſhe let her own fall. Bextivelio took it up, 
and caſting his eyes upon the innocent þlood with which it had been oft be- 
ſmeared, as he was going to break it, ſhe fel! down upon her knees,and ke- 
ſeeching him to hold his hand, promiſed, if Le would reſtore her beloved 
Sword, ſhe would ſubmit to any Conditions which he ſhould appoint. Bez- 
tivelio knowing that ſhe was provided with other Weapons of as unmerci- 
ful effec, call'd for the Scabbard, and having ſheath'd the cruel Blade, he 
took anoathof her never to draw it more in any Country where he ſhould 
happento be, and ſo diſmiſſed her to the great joy of the people who 
could-never live in peace for her. 
Theſe, and ſuch like Accidents, caus'd divers conjecures in Mens minds, 


concerning Bextiwolio, who he ſhould be ; and whiP it ſome ſaid one thing, 
and others another ; ſome ſticked not to affirm with confidence that Heyr- 


eules was riſen from the dead ; and having changed his Liow's skin for 
the Lambs, and thrown away his Club, did more witkout it than with 
It, 

Having'paſſed ſeveral Nations, he came at laſt to the forlorn Kingdom 
Miſcha Of * dte,which he judged the moſt loathſome that ever he ſaw, and did be- 
fore eſteem it impoſſible that any could Le ſo kad, knowing well;that God 
never made any ſuch. He was no ſooner entred within the Borders ; bur 
the unhealthfulneſs of the Air had almoſt choaked his Vital Spirits, and be- 
ing removed from the gladſome Sun by a Chain of Hills, that lifted up ttcir 
heads ſo high, that they intercepted the leaſt glance of his comfortable 
beams, it was dark and ruefu). He happened to light upon an obſcure Path 
whichlead to Ate*'s houſe, which was encompaſſed with the pirchy ſhade 
of Cypreſs and Ebon-trces., ſo that it looked like the Region of Death : 
as he walked, hc perceived the hollow pavement made with the skv!ls of 
murdered Wretches. At the further <nd of this diſinal Walk , heeſpicd a 
Court , whoſe Gates ſtand opennight and day ; in the midſt whereof was 
placed the Image of Cruelty, with a cup of Poyſon in one hand, anda 
Dagger all wet with Reeking Blood in the other ; her Hairs crawled up and 
down her neck,and ſometimes wreathed themſelves about her head in knots 
of Snakes, Fire all the while ſparkling from ker Mouth and Eyes. Ufon 
this he returned, pueſſing it rather to ke the Temple of ſore Infer- 
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nal Goddeſs, than t F Palaceof a Terreſtrial Queen. At the entrance - 
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of this curſed place, by a way which leads to a duskiſh Wood, he mer two 
Women, which by their habit ſeem'd to be Furies of Hell, but were indeed 
- artendants of Ate. Their names he learn'd to be * Sdegna, and Vendetta : 
and they, expreſſing their hearts in words which did not fit them, would 
needs intreat hun to accept of ſuch Accommodation as that Place wovld 
afford. Bentivolto well knowing what that muſt needs be, if the infide 
correſponded with what he had ſeen and the Entertainment were to be 
given by ſuch Miniſters, made at firſt ſuch refuſal as might be interpreted 
Modeſty and Complement ; but at length appearing to be plain Dezzal after 
the vain repetition of many Entreaties, they appeared like themſelves : 
for after ſoine Il! languape, they haſtn'd away through the dark ſhade vf 
the thick Grove, deſigning a Revenge of their ſlighted offer ; though it 
was not ſo mucha negleQed Civility, as a fruſtrated Malice. 

Bentivelio being thus delivered from an ugly Invitation,made haſte to 
ſeek a place where better people might more probably be expeGed. Peing 
come to a neighbouring Town, he had been there bur a little while before 
he found that the SwbjedFs were too like the Devitiſh Tyrant that command- 
ed them. After ſome indignities receiv'd, for which he knew no reaſon but 
that thoſe which offered them had nothing elſe to give, as he was caſting in 
his mind what to do, 11d after many thoughts, reſolved to abandon that 
Denof. Devils ; he received a Letter from Aſtrea, who the day before was 
ſent thither to take vengeance of tuch a Villany , as the Drvine Juſtice, with- 
out a ſcerhing neg!e& of Government,could not ſuffer to beunpuniſhed, and 
that haſtened the Execution of his purpoſe, The Letter contained theſe 
Words: 


4, 


BENTIVOLTO. 

{ms not ignorant who you are,and whence you come, and peradventure know 

where you are better than you do, having been here long+r that your ſelf. 11 
this place dwels keen Hatred , and unrelenting Spite. The Inhabitants, as 1 
underſtand, by order of the moſt wicked Ate, have a deſign to murder you.l have 
ſent you herewith a ſword,which you will need before you come into your ewnCoun- 
try ; if you forgo it not, you will perceive in time, that it was not an unfit ex- 
preſſion of 4 Friend's good will. As ſoon as you have read this Letter, be gone 
from this Earth , which 1 alſo will immediately leave. | 
ASTRAA. 


Bentivolio having return'd ſich an Anſwer as ſo great a Civility requi- 
red, deeply grieved with the cryes of the oppreſſed, and more with the in- 
corrigible miſery of thoſe who eſteemed all wrongs lawful;which furcher'd 
their own Intereſt, retired toa Port which was not far off, (intending, if 


Di/dain. 


Revenge, 


he might, to imbark himſelf from thence for * Argentora; for he meant 7he Cnetun + 


to return home that way, having received ſtrange reports concerning that 
Country, of whoſe truth he defired to be certified,) and there he found 
a Ship which was driven in by Storms, weighing anchor, not only becauſe 
the Wind Þ'lew fair to carry them off, but becauſe the inhoſpitable tem- 
per of thepeople made their ftay undefirable. Bentivolio giving them nos 
tice of his deſire, and waking ir acceptable with offers of money,they cook 
him in. Before they had ſail'd many leagues, a new ſtorm aroſe; and the 
Weſt-Wind blew fo rempeſtnouſly that. they could not manage the Ship : 
afiera whi!e the wind being ſomewhat appeas'd , they had alſo the com- 
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fo.t to make land, anda Port happily preſented it ſelf. Beptivelio hoping 
that it might poſſibly be Argertora, urg'd the Pilot by all means to pur in; 
which they had no mind to do, fearing that it was the P'ace from which 
not above a year before they had ſtollena Ship, where they were ſure to 
find ſuch we.come as that kind of gueſts doth reſerve. BPextivelio not 
knowing the grounds of their unwillingneſs, ofler d to their Conſiderati- 
on the uncertain event which this Szorm might have; it had a bad -begin- 
ning, and for ought they knew might make a worſe conclution: hon ever 
it would be a great conſolation and ſecurity to ſee it. blow over in a 1/ar- 
bowr. The eMa: iners,neither minding his reaſons, rot rega'd ng the worth 
of his perſon, ( for they knew him not ) ſtood off, till at lait the Toat- 
ſwain came running up into the Maſter's Cabbin, and fold thew tha the 
Ship had ſprung a leak , which he could nat ſtop, and that the water came 


* in ſo faſt, that they nuſt either ſeek preſervation aſhore, or ſink. Upon this 


they chang'd their minds, and made what way they could toget into the 
Harbour ; where they were no (oonerarriv'd, but the Vellel was a!mo'? full 
of water,and by that tine the Paſſengers and cai:ers were got aſhorc,it ſunk 
before their Eyes. 

Bentivoliounderſtanding by one of their Confeſſions, the juſtneſs of the 
Puniſhment, which, by reaſon of the place where they ſuftered, 1d ſoon 
call tumind their Sin ; gave them his charitab'c dire&ions tO he'p them to 
make the belt of ſo bad a matter, and diſcovering the place to be Argentora 
after he had receiv 'd notice of his way, went up to a high clift, that he 
might from thence pleaſe himſelf witha view of the Country , which was 
hid from his Eye by a Row of Hiils which ran a'ong the Sea-coaſt ; and 


- when he had reach'd the top, he founda place fit for his purpole. 


It was that ſeaſon of the Year when the Earth puts on her molt gorgeous 


Apparel to entertain the Sun, which doth then belt9w longer viſits upon 


that than the other Hor:zox, and that preſented him with the lovelieſt Pro- 


- ſped that Imagination acquainted with ſuch kind of things can deſire. Ir was 


ſo far beyond ordinary Perfe&ion, -that he thought ſure he was deceived, 
and that inſtead of ſome true piece of Nature's work , he beheld a deleca- 
ble Contrivance of curious Art ; orelſe, that Sleep, which had abandon'd 
him for ſome nights before, had unawares furpriz'd him , and that he was 
now ina Dream ; where his fancy taking thoſe rare works which he had ſeen 
any where in pieces, and adding ſuch others to themas ſhecould deviſe, had 
united them all in one Glaſs, to repreſent the braveſt ſhew of a fair Coun- 
try that 1s poſſible either to exiſt or to be fancied, Having pleas'd him- 
ſelfa while with theſe amuſements, at laſt he reco:leved himſelf, and by 
ſuch ordinary tokensas do aſſure us that weare awake, he perceived thr 
this was no Dream : and remembring that Art doth but zmitate Nature,and 
15 ſo far from out-doing, that it can never equal it: he was ſatisfied as to the 
reality of the ſight ; but withal from che nexwneſs of it fo incomparably 
perfe& beyond all that he had ſeen before, he concluded that this was the 
Original exemplar of Proſpe&,and therefore comprehended and exhibited 
all the Poſſibilities of its Excellency at once. 

Looking ſtrait forward, he ſaw a Valley ſet forth with all the Embelliſh- 
ments that low ground is capable of. The rich ficldsof Corn, and green 
Meadows lay in ſeveral diviſions interchekexed like great Beds of Flowers 
and freſh Graſs-plats in a large Garden. The Corn fields looked as if the 
Roo:s which were hid in them complained that by miſtake of their own 
ſtrength through a great deſire to be fruitful , they had ſent forth more 
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{talks than they could well fupport,and the overladen Ears encreas'd the 
oppreſſion. The ſweet Graſs grew up ſo thick in the Meadows, that it 
ſcan'd to be {treightned for want of room, and yet crowded cloſer to make 
way for thoſe fragrant Flowers of, all forts which grew up with it ; and 
theſe mingling their various colgeurs asthey beſt fitted the teveral Greens 
which they found there, mace a ſhow like a rich Carpet, where Graſs was 
the Ground, rarely made up with beautiful Embroideries of Flower-work. 
A little remov'd he faw brave Paſtures, which though they were opprefi'd 
with the feet and mouths of daily gueſts that lived upon them , yet the 
inexhauitible ſoyl ſent forth Graſs, and upheld its growth both in'thick- 
neſsand height in ſpite of their Teeth. The humble Rivers, in the lowett 
places they could find, crept amongſt theſe in ſuch proportionable wind- 
ings and careful diſtances, as 1f they deſign'd ro carry their ſtreams about 
with that Univerſal reſped& to the ground, that they would leave no place 
unwatered ; and then they ſlid away with ſuch gentle flowneſs, as ſhow'd 
that they either doubted whether they had perform'd their duty,or, if they 
had, yet were loath to leave thoſe pleaſant banks, but being driven for- 
ward by ſuch ſtreams as came to ſupply their places, they murmur'd alon 

to te{tifie theunwillingneſs of tkeir departure. Toward the riſing of the 
Hills ,. upon that ſide which 1s beloved of the Sun, he ſaw moſt nob!e Hou- 
ſes, whoſe ſeveral forms, though ſomething difterent from each other, did 
all beara well-agreeing Witnels of greateſt art in the rare po'1ſhing and 
Excellent conjunGions ef the beſt materials of Edifice. Thoſe tides which 
are vilited with colder winds were no lefs defended than adorn'd with well 
grown Woods, which had ſtood there beyond the memory of man ; and 
amonglt thoſe, the glory of that Countries Plants, Old Oakes lift up their 
ſtately heads ſupported with ſtrong bodies,ſo invelop'd with thick Bran- 
ches, that each Oak was more like a whole Wood than one ſing'e- Tree. 


Under this guard, in places fit for them, ſtood all other Trees famous for 
bearing of Fruit, in ſuch orderly Rows, that if you look'd upon themin 


right lines or tranſverſe, you ſhould not ſee one of them out of his Rank. 
In Sunnver , theſe had moſt pleaſant emulations ; for whilſt each Branch 
vied with its neighbour for numbers , the Fruits themſelves ſhowing a full 
growth, and adding alſo beautiful colours, endeavgur'd with a lovely fight 
to anticipate the ſweetneſs of reliſh, but by ſo doing made the Taſt more 
acccptable,it being an addition of pleaſure when that which delights looks 
handſomely. £0 the virtues of accompliſh'd Souls are more graceful when 
they ſhine through Comely Bodies. The- inferior Trees, which bad not 
the Glory of Fruits, ſpread their leavy bolighs to contrive cool ſhades,and 
wade themſelves ſafe cages for Muſical Birds, whoſe daily work was to ſin 
tor Jov, that even ſo they-ſhould contribute fmething to the happineſs of © . 
[ucha Betled Iſland. 
Amoneſt thele varietics he ſaw fair Towns and little Villages ſcatter'd up 
and down, but in ſuch convenient diſtances,that they ſeem'd like Bee-hives 
of divers ſorts orderly plac'd in ſeveral Gardens ; and he could not but take 
notice how the numerous Inhabitants went out and in, like ſwarms of bu- 
tie Bees. E - 
It gave him great delight to obſerve how through the middle of each 
Town, or not far from it,the ſtreams. which had been driven from the ficlds 
came down in ftiver Brooks ; but much more, when he was to'd afterward _ 
that thev brought along with them great plenty of excellent Fiſhes, which 
the people needed not to trouble themſelves to catch ; for they defiring ro 
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take themſelves priſoners,ſwam voluntarily every day into their Nets and 
Weels ; or if they did, but throw a Hook into the water, they wou!d hang 
themſelves upon it,and give them notice that they might draw them our. 

His eyes being glutted with the Luxuriant plealanineſs of the Valley , 
he turn'd them toward the Ground, which by its ſituation 1s lifted up ſome- 
what higher, and ſo more moderately moiſt : and there new Sights encoun- 
tred him;namely,ſuch numerous multitudes of we!l fleec'd ſheep upon large 
Walks, that made ita queſtion whether the grounds were over-grown 
with Sheep or the Sheep with Wool ; which what it wanted of the colour 
of the Golden Fleece, it aid more than compenſate with Sottneſs. Near 
to theſe he pleas'd himſelf to behold the large Parks, wherein goodly herds 
of comely Deer rang'd up and down, whilft the little Fawns tripp'd after 
them, 

But as by the long hearing of Excellent Muſick the powers of attention 
are tired ; the Body having joyn'd with the Soul in the free yieldingof its 
ſelf to the melodious Simpathy of grateful Notes , the wearied Spirits, 
oathered together with a ſoft ſweerneſs, repoſe themletves intheircells by 
a ſent ſlumber ; juſt as the troubled Bees are woo'd to cluſter themſelves 
upon the Branch of a Tree by the charming noiſe of Baſins : So it was with 
Bestivolio. For being raviſh'd with ſo many plealing Sights which he had 
attentively conſidered , his Eyes, enfeebled with ſeeing, began to ſhut 
themſelves, and gave him leave to fall into a gentle ſlumber ; out of which 
he was ſoon awakn'd, andentred into a ſerious meditation of the deſign of 
ſuchan extraordinary Work : not doubting but ſo much coſtly care was be- 
ſtowed for a moſt conſiderable purpoſe. After many thoughts, ke reſolv'd 
that Liberal Nature, having accompliſh'd each part, that none could ſay 
which was beſt, intended in the conſtitution of the whole robeſtowſuch 
an unpara!led Plenty upon the Country,. as to put it beyond a'l neceſſit 
of behoidingneſs to Forreigners, and withai took care that nv» Inhabirart 
ſhould be in danger of Want at Home, without a ſordid difingenuity of the 

Natives. 

Bentivolioupon this Conſideration enamour'd with the Divine Penigni- 

ty,fe!l down upon his kneesand ſaid. 


Leſſed be thou ,, eMoft Bonitiful Creator ; the ſeveral K ingdoms of-the 
World are thy little Families, and thou comprehenaeſt in thy Fatherly care 

all things which thou haſt made. 1 thank thee for that fair Portion of arthly © 
Bleſſings which thou haſt beſtowed upon this Iſland. Srrant them alſo ( of thy 
Grace)ſuch Wiſdome and Charity,that none may ſo covetouſly engroſſ: e thy Gifts , 
as to make thoſe poor for whom thou haſt provided encugh , and ſo inſtead of 
grving thee due praiſes for their own fulneſs, make themſelves guilty of the 
nnthankful murmurings of others occaſton'd by want. 


. After this he began to think how the people beſtowed this abundance ; 
and concluded that, ſince it did in ſo great a meaſure exceed their neceſſi- 
ties, a great part of it muſt needs periſh for lack of uſe; and turning to- 
wards the South, where the Sea preſented it ſelf, he perceiv'd under fail a 
_ great Fleet of Ships, with the advantage ofa proſperous gai'emaking way 
into the Haven: and he would certainly have concluded that thoſe VeſTe!s 
came to fetch away the ſurpluſage, but that he remembred » in the Port 
where he firſt landed they came from other parts of the Worid, laden with 
Goods 


[ 
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Goods of forreign growth in great OQuantirtics, 25 rich Wines, excellent 
I raits , good Corn, and with thelt, Sz/s ant Sruj's, Plate and fewells,There- 
upon be inagin'd that providerr Aa bad eppointed this Ttand as the 
»1agazine of her Treaſures, and having lay d up all the riches of the World 
here as in a Store-houſe;that the might be lecure againſt a general Dearih, 
had moated it round and ſtrenothen'd it with a wall wade of Sand and Wa- 
ter, beſides a floating Bulwark, that was removeahle to any place as 0cca- 
1101 ſerv'd. 

In the midlt of theſe thoughts, he went down the Hil, to know if the 
Inhabitants equail d the Place : but before he came at the bottom, he found 
that they d1d not make that ute of the Divine Goodneſs to which they were 
abundantly oblig'd ; for he ſaw preſently , what he expeded never tohave 
cen, inalitcle Cave or hole in the fide of the Hill, a wiſerable couple lying 
upon the ground, which were Husband and Wite ; he was call'd Lazarills, 
the * Pens: and whilſt he ſtood aſtoniſh'd with the miſery of their looks, 
which were ſo wan, thatno Body could gueſs by that which appear d.in 
their faces that they -werealive, there came in two Chi:dren, a Boy anda 
Girl, his name was + Therodes, hers }| Ta/epora. They were faked, except 
where Nature is aſhamed to be uncovered; their carriage brutiſh,only they 
could ſpeak. Upon fo fad a fight, he could not abſtain from tears, mingled 
with a paſſionate Exclawation againſt the uncharitableneſs of mankind. 

"*Theſe were ſome of his words; O »»ſatiable covetouſneſs ! thou haſt no plea- 
ſure but in too-much : us It 1s 4 pleaſure to thee, if others have toc-l'ttle. Curſed 
root of Inhumanity , which haſt taken away the commiſeration of others ſor- 
rows ! Thou, Brat 4 Hell, haſt harden'd the hearts of men which are natural- 
ly ſoft. *'Tis thou, haſt let that l-favour'd Hagg, Beggery, into the World. Thou 
haſt brought in the poor to fill the world with Diſcontents and Curſes ag- inft 
God, whom by thy perſwaſions they believe to have taken no care of them.T on 


haſi made them to envy and hate thoſe which are better provided for than thews- 
ſclves, which they would never have done, - but that they ſee them deſtitute of 


Charity, Thou haſt forc'd Theft to riſe out of Hell,and to aſſociate with the needy, 
who ſteal that they may not ſtarve. Unreaſonable Deſire ! which haſt ſo beſotted 
men , that they have forgot Civility, underſtand no proportions of Competency, 
#0r can truſt God though they ao ſee his. Thou perverter of all Good, God hath 
provided more than enough to ſupply the wants of all his Creatures ; he which 
made them knew how much they would lack and hath given perfett direftion con- 
cerning the uſe of his provifions, which if they were obſer a, would turn Miſe- 
ry out of the Worl4. O Enemy of Divine Charity ! that great band of the Uni- 
verſe, which if it were broke would cauſe the Heaven to fall is: pieces | 

The trouble of this unpleaſant Meditation was broke off by the coming 
of a ſprightly Youth, which made haſte up the Hill, and calling at Lazaril- 
ls's Cave; ſaid, Lazarilo, my name is * Hermagathis, and 1 am ſent from a 
(taritable Lady which dwells not far off, who hath heard of - your afflici- 
Ons, tO DOR Wite and Children to her houſe , where ſhe will take 
Caiec Of YOu at. 

Leativelio ſtartied at ſuch an unexpected accident”, and being one that 
coutect al! mens happineſs his own,as much pleaſ'd with hearing the accep-. 


table contents of the Errand, as the poor folks to whom it was d jrected,. 
pretencly accolted the young man, whom he couldnot but love , for thar- 


bliche chearfulneſs with which he delivered the Expreſſions of his Ladie's 
Charity, and asked him, how his Lady underſtood that theſe poor folks 
dveitin this wild place, My Lady, Gid Hermagathw, batha ſincere joy 
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in relieving the wants of the mm and that affe&tion will enable any 10 
diſcover where they are. Bentivolio ask'd him how he knew the way to 
this place, or, whether he had been here before or no. No, ſaid Hermaga- 
thus ; for my Lady hath not been long in this Country : but I have gone ma- 
ny ſuch errands ; and whitherſcever I am ſent, ſhe alwaics gives me ſuch 
perfe& directions that I never looſe wy way. Upon this, Hermagath#s 
looked round about to view the Cell, and ſeeing nothing but a little Book 
in the Rock-ſide(for that was all the goods they had,except an earthen Poe 
in which they boyl'd Roots and Herbs) he asked them, What it was ? They 
ſaid, they could not tell. Now it was an old prayer-Book of their Grand- 
mothers: and Hermagathus bad them bring it with them ; for his Lad 
would have the Children taught to read it. fo havins told them his La- 
die'sname, and given them direGions to find her houſe, he left the poor 
peop'e, who began gladly to prepare for their journey. 

Bentivolio hoping to gain ſome intelligence of the Country from this 
young man, however deſirous to be inform'd more fully concerning that ex- 
cellent Lady,went along with him, pretending that his journey lay that way : 
as indeed it did, for he deſired to ſee nothing ſy much as thoſe ſurviving ex- 
amplesof Charity, which were yet left in this Unmerciful Age. Hermaga- 
th not a little glad of ſuch Company, expreſs'd an extraordinary, but ve- 

« ry real,defire of knowing whether, in any thing which he could perform,he 
a might make himſeif leſs troubleſome to ſo noble a Companion. You need not 
doubt your acceptableneſsto a loneſome Travailer, ſaid Bentivolio; but 
you may alſo greatly oblige me, if you will give me a larger accompt of 
your Lady, her Houſe, and the manners of it. That I wi!l dowitha!l my 
heart, replied Hermagathm. And by this time they were come to the brow 
of a Hill, from which they might eaſily diſcern the Houſe ; and, as they 
walk'd along in fight of it, Hermagathrs began thus. 

«Upon the further ſide of that pleaſant River ſtands my LaGic's Houle; 
© it takes, as you ſee, the advantage of a little Aſcent : the way which leads 
* tO it from the River is pav'd with ſmooth ſtones: It hath a fair front iſpiece 
* and may be ſeen at a great diſtance : the Gates are broad, and ſtand alwaies 
* open: they lead into a fair Court, where two Servants conſtantly attend 
* to condud all comers into a large Hall 3- where the Steward of the houſe 
© takes notice of their reſpective Conditions, and makes proviſion for them 

© according to their ſeveral neceſſities. | | 

*The Houſe is two Stories high ; the Lower is appointed for Offices, the 

. * Upper is divided into t\vo parts, with a fair Gallery between the diviſions: 

* upon each ſide every Gueſt hath a Room by himſelf, furniſh'd with all ne- 

* ceſſary accommodations. The Officers which adminiſter fuch things as 

* they want, do their work with ſuch exa& Care and loving Willingneſs , 

* that none can be ſerv'd better in their own houſes þy the beſt-tutor'd and 

* moſt ready Servants. Every Gueſt may ſtay as long as he pleaſeth ; and 

| * whenany deſireth to be gone, they give him free leave. When thoſc that 

* come Sick have regain'd their Health, they are employ'd ſutable to their 

« diſpoſitions andabilities ; and in the time of their Sickneſs they are ac- 

* companiedby ſuch.as do not only take care of their Podily hea'th, Eut en- 

© tertain their Minds with Excellent diſcourſes of the Concernments of their 

* Souls ; eſpecially about their Spiritual Nature, Immortality, and the juſt 
preparations for a Better Life. - 

* That you may underſtand how they accompliſh al! this, the Houſe is, a 
« you ſce, plac'd in the midſt of rich Lands,and they ſupply it with all need- 
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« ful proviſions. The Tenants pay but a ſinall part of their Rents in Mozey,, 


« 2nd inftearl of that, they bring in Corx of all ſorts, Wooland Flax, Sheep and 
* Oxen, Woedand Coles : and when the proviſions exceed, as they do in pien- 
«* tiful years, we lay up for times of Scarcity , for which we have conve- 
© nient Store-houſes. The River, belides good (tore of Fiſh, brings up 
« from Other places with great facility ſuch things as we are not ſupplyed 
Swithat Home. 
* Qur Store is not only preſerv'd, but exceedingly encreas'd, by reaſon 
* of that frugal way of living which my Lady ufeth, not only her fe'f, but 
© her Retinue, content with a lictle for their own ſhare, clefirous to be rich 
© only in Good Works, and to abound in ſuch things of which they can ne- 
* ver bedeprivd. \ | | 
© before the Houſe, lies a Phyſick-Garden, well ſtored with Medicinal 
© Herbs, as likewiſe with ſuchas are good for Food. Thoſe which come 


* in healthful, are uſually kept ſo by an Herb called Temperanza,which aiſo nperance 


* is of great uſe to recoyer thoſe which are ſick ; but if it prevail not alone, 
* ſhe joyns with it ſome Cordialand ſudorifick Plants,which are not hard 
* to be had, for there is great plenty of them, and all the ſervants know 
© both which they are and how to uſe them , and ſo:dqth every Patient after 
* the firſt tune, Thoſe which have received the benefit of Health by fuch 
* ealie means, do ſomething ſuſpect the tedious methods of ſome Phyſitians 
*aS guilty of unworthy Artifices, and -more accommodated to their own 
© Benefit than their patient's Relief ., as I have ſomerimes heard them ſay; 
* and that God hath not ſo wholly deſerted us in the daies of our Calamity, 
* as to lay thoſe things which ſhould help us ſo far to ſeek, as rhat we can- 
*not tell where to find them. But I will not trouble you with any longer 
* diſcourſe of our affairs ; but rather, ſince I perceive by your chearful 
* acceptance of wy report, that it is not ingrateful tb, you fo underſtand the 


* way of our Life, I humbly intreat you to beſtow a Viſit upon wy Lady ; 
© \vhere,as I am ſure you will receive perfe& welcome, ſo I make no doubt 


© but one of your worthy diſpoſition will be well content to gain the ac- 
* quaintance of ſuch an Excellent Perſon. 

Bextivolto, taking great Conſolation , . that Charity was not wholly ba- 
niſh'd from the Earth, as he perceiv'd, by this Relation ; and deſiring much 
to ſee the prudent Government of a Houſe, wherea Stripling had learn'd ſuch 
Diſcretion ; told Hermagathws , that he would not fail to call there as he 
patT'd by : and beingnow come to the Rivers ſide, he deſired * Hermagathus 

to go over 3 for chat he himſelf would ſtay a while, not ſo much to repoſe 
himſelf, as to know what was becomeof the poor Travailers. Having 
diſmiſs'd Hermagathzs, and ſtay'd longer for them than he thought the mca- 
ſuring of ſo much ground, though with a flow pace, wovld have required, 
he went bagk to meet them, fearing ſome miſchief kad befallen than , or 
that they had loſt their way : which indeed they had , for, as one that wer 
hiw gave him notice, they miſtaking their direQions; had gone out of the 
rode towards a houſe which belong'd to a Gentleman of a far different Tem- 
per from the Ladie's, whither they ſhould have gone ; and there Per: 
volio found them knocking at the Gate. The Porter looking fourly through 
the Bars of a little Window which was in his Lodg, told them, thoſe 
Gates were made tO ſhut, not to Open : to keep out Strangers, not to ler 
them in. His Maſter being near the Gate, and fearing, as he did alwaics, 
tl at ſome were come to rob him, ventur'd to peep upon the Thieves, þur 
ſhut the little Loop-hole preſently, ſaving. They are Ghoſts ; as he might well 
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i | | have call'd them, if they had had no more boxes than fleſh. They ſtill con- 
Ft 

; 


tinued knocking,defiring entrance for Cod's ſake ; a Phraſe of ſinall regard 
* A poor rich at that houſe. * Plutepenes, the Maſter of the Houle, pretendingnot to un- 


i man, the *d& hi 1d ; 

# derſtand the Language, ask'd his Porter what they ſaid ;and away he went. 
| ants what ; 

( | - der, ſaith another Servant that ſtood by, that our Maſter is ſo dull to 


| day, that he underſtands not his Mother-Tongue. There isno reaſon for 

1 that, quoth the Porter, ſince you know, let the Language be what it will # 

he never underſtands more than he liſts ; nor hears what any body ſpeaks, 

nor knows what they ſay, if they ask any thing of him. 

Beztivolie, having ſeen the fruitleſs event of this vain attendance, call'd 

to the poor people ; Come, Come, ſaid he, you have knock'd at a wrong 

door ;. you went to a Houſe unto which you were not invited ; there is a 
River between thisand that , which you are to ſeek: I will dire&t you. 

When he had accompanied them almoſt to the Ferrie, he went alittle be- 

fore to provide the Boat againſt their coming. The Ferric-man with meek 

words and courteous behaviour demanded, if he would paſs over. Very 

willingly, quoth Bentivolio ; only, | exped the coming of ſome other Pal- 

* A merciful ſengers, who are not far off, However, ſaith * Oed:rmon, for that was his 
cw name, I will put you over firſt ; for by that time, they will be here : more 
may chance to. come than my Boat will well tranſport. To this Bextivolio 

conſented,and the Ferrie-man landed him ſafe upon the further ſide ; where 

he ſtaid to await his feeble followers. . Oectirmon had not been long re- 

£ turn'd, but they came, whom with careful hand he p)ac'd in his Boat : and 
as he was ready to put off, there came a fel;ow hollowing as he ran, and 
puffing cryed; Hold, hold, Oeftirmon, taking notice of his grim Viſage and ' 
clutch'd fingers, What, ſaith he, you are one of Pluropenes his ſervants. Yes, 
faith he, andmy Maſter 1s hard by, who comes to make a Viſit to your La- 
dy. TI deſire you, ſince there 15 room, to take him in with you. I wonder 
at this, replyed Oefirmon ; for he never paſs'd this way in all his life, that 
I remember. God grant his coming be for good : I am much affraid what 
it will be ; but if he will go over,he ſhall ; our cuſtom is to be civil to all; 
dit I have order to take in as many as my Poat will hold. By this time Pluto- 
K| | penes was come, being out of breathwith unuſual walking ; for he had not 
-.; beenout of his houſe for wany years, and had a great bunch of heavy 
l _ Keys upon his back, having lock'd up all the doors of his houſe, leſt his 
Ju! ſervants ſhould run away with his money ; and by chance he was fat and 
| ſweated extreawly. In goes he to the Boat, but with ſuch an unlucky haſte, 
that the weight of his body, and the ſuddenneſs of the ſwag, overturn'd 
the veſſel upon the Paſſengers. Plutopenes ſunk to the bottom of the River 
near the Bank-ſide z and his man, ſomething doubting whether he ſhould 
endeavour to ſave him or no , yet ſeeing him come up, caught hold of his 
| left Arm, andhe with his right Hand, ſufficiently taught to catch and hold 
F faſt, got the Poſt to which the Boat was faſtned, and ſo with much ado 
| ſcrambled out. Never minding what was become of the reſt, or ſo much 
as once looking back, away he trudg'd, inwardly glad to think that they 
would never trouble his Gate more ; yet pretending to his wan a great rage 
i F againſt Oefirmon, and that he would have his lite , but that he had !oſt ir 
« 7everty, already, for having deſign'd to drown him. * Lazarilh and his ſorry Fami- 
< _ly weredrown'd ; though Oedtirmon would fain have ſav'd *them. Alas / 

it wasnot in his power: for asthe Boat was overwhelm'd, Plutopenes having 

hold of his hand, pull'd him ſo deep under water, that he had much ado to 

get clear of him ; ſo that though he could ſwim , by which means : ſ, aved 
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tinſclf, yet the ſwiftneſs of the {tream having carried away their bodies, 
who, being weak and unskilful, could do nothing to help themſelves, they 
were quickly ſo far gone , that before Oefirmon was able to ofier 1t,they 
were paſt the recovery of hisaſſhiſtance. Swimming over to Pextrvolis, he 
wept ſo heartily a!l the way, that the good Gentieman could not but bear 
him company, having ſeen the lamentable occaſion of thoſe tears , which 
w2s not in his power to heip. 

As they went along towards the Houſe, Oedtirmon told Bentivolio, that 
his miſ-giving heart preſag'd this,or ſome ſuch unhappy event of Plutopexes 
his approach, it having been his conſtant pradiſe to break all the Deſigns 
of Chariry which he could hear of. He told himof ſeveral young men, 
whoſe lands he had got into unjuſt poſleſſion by the rigorous forfeiture of 
ſome petty Mortgage ; how many Widows he had cefrauded of their ſina!] 
portions of money , and whoſe houſes he had devoured ; and how many 
poor Houſe-keepers he had brought to plain beggery , withan extortio- 
nate loan of a little money, ſo that this was not the tirſt time he had ſunk the 
POOr. | 
By that time he had made an end of a few ſtories, they were come to the 
Houſe; where the Lady awaited his arrival with ſuch expectations as ſhe 
had only for an extraordinary Gueſt: which were partly occaſion'd by thoſe 


LY 


high praiſes wherewith Hermagathus had extol'd both the Excellency of 


Bentivolio's perſon , and the-equal fweetrets of his manners ; but chiefly 


upon a Conceit which ſhe kept ſecret in her own Breaſt, that he was her 
Brother : and walking up and down the Hall as Bextivolio came in,ſhe found 
her divination true. | 
Here I dare not offer to undertake the relation of thoſe exceſſive joys 
which were kindled in Þoth theirhearts upon this happy interview : thoſe 
glorious Flouriſhes wherein the paſſions of Romantick Lovers are deſcri- 
bed,are but faint ſhadows of that ſubſtantial Contentment which theſe two 
Vertuous perſons really experimented ; and therefore I lay them by as uſe- 
leſs. Neither are they ſuitable to this Pleaſure, which grew 10 much grea- 
ter, and exceeding in reality, as it was grounded upon nothing but ſuch 
Goodneſs and Worth as is cf a ſpiritual and morerais'd Nature ; and indeed 
was the ſame kind of Soiace which Holy Souls enjoy in the Eternal World. 
The by-ſtanders equall'd this joy with wonder ; and well knowing the 
great Prudence and unparallel'd Goodneſs of the Lady, and ſeeing nothing 
Eur a moſt fair appearance of all Perfe@ions in the Gentleman, as che Cauſe 
of ſuch extraordinary afteGions was more inevident, they found themſelves 
fix'd in Silence and Admiration. Some which were more ingeriuous, thought 
they had a rare Viſion of fuch Gods as Homer talks of, which know one 
another whenſoever they meet,, though they live in divers Countries. But 
theſe doubts were ſuddenly refolv'd, when Hraria( for that was the La- 
dy's name) having perform'd all civility which belong'd to the firſt ſaluta- 
tions, ſaid 3; Come, Brother, let us withdraw from this place, leſt by ſtav- 
Ing here 199 long to indulgeour aftections, we neglect ſuch duties as ought 
to be perform'd in regard of your preſent {tate , which I defire ro under- 
ſtand. | 
They retir'd into a Summer-Parlor,and after a ſhort repoſe ſweetn'd with 
pleaſant Conferences, in which they gave and received an interchangeable 
report of ſuch things. as had happen'd to them ſince their parting, Wranis 
deſir'd her Brother torakenotice of a Gentleman whom ſhe had ſent for , 
with ſuch reſpec as ſhe might beſpeak for one-whom ſhe judg'd not unwor- 
thy of his Friendſhip. C2 He 
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"t V;rtu0#s, He was cail'd * [anaretus ; and though he was her Brother,ſhe conceal'd 
hisname , deſiring tO furprize bertivelio wilha new joy, for he knew not 
that Panaretuws was there. As ſoon as Panaretus was come into the Roon? 
Bentivolio peiceiv'd the Pleaſme , which he thought before ſwell'd to all 
o1tible Excents , to grow yet bigger,and was forc'd to act over again that 


| 
| 
b. ___ delightful part which he had ku. even then perform'd. Panaretus receiv'd 


this moſt acceptable encounter with ſucha pailionate joy, as the ſight of a 
Brother who had been long abſent, and whom he had alwaies endear'd to 
bimſelf with the greateſt afleGions, muſt needs produce. Then they enter- 

| tain'd each other with glad Salutes and refleGed mutually the ſame Love in 
various Expreſlions. 

When they had ſpent ſome time in this ſort of Intercourſe , all Three 

- pleaſing themſelves to conſider in what equal proportions an extraordi- 
4 Merciful nary Happineſs was beſtowed among them all, Oectirmon fearing that the 
Perſon, extremity of ſuch unexpedied Joys had quite put out of Beptivolio's mind 
the remembrance of the late accidents,with which he thought others ought 
to be affected, meaſuring their Duty by thoſe ſtrong ſentiments of Pit y 
which he found in his own Breaſt, had a great deſire to impart the troubles 
of his mind to Hrania ; that ſo though the Wrongs could not be rehev'd,yet 
his Grief might be ſomething allayed by her Sympathy, whilſt he recciv'd 
a ſad account of the miſcarriage of her charitable intendmeats. Benttvelio, 
who was before unwilling to mix ſuch ſad notes with the pleaſantneſs of 
the foregoing Harmony , having been an Eye-witneſs., was forc'd now to 
bear his part by atteſting OQedirmon's too true Relation. Aﬀter they had 
made ſuch moral! improvements as a Calamity in it ſelf incapable of repa- 
ration would allow, the night being come, they reſolv'd to put off the de- | 
: termination of what was to be done in the caſe,till Morning ; and after the 
repaſt of a moderate Supper, each of them betook themſelves, though with 
an unwilling willingneſs, to their neceſſary repoſe. 

In the morning #{ran4 riſing not long after the Sun, went out of her Cham- 
ber, and underſtanding that Bextivolio was walking in the Garden, having 
gone down a little before, ſhe ſent a ſervant to delire him to come to her. 
After the paſſing of mutual gratulations and good wiſhes, ſhe acquainted 
him with her Purpoſe, which ſhe would not put in Execution without his 

4 por rich adviſe, which was to ſee Plutepenes ; not ſo much to re pay the:Vifit which 

_ he pretended to have made to her the day before, or to condole his miſ- 
fortune,which ſhe deem'd too flight a Puniſhment for the miſchievous raſh- 
neſs by which he fell into it, but to take this opportunity of adminiſtring 
ſome Counſel which ſhe had to give him, doubting whether ſhe might ever 
meet with the like again. 

Bentivolie approv'd her Deſign, and having accompanied her over the 
River, ſhe deſired him to trouble himſelf no further ; for tha: ſhe and Pa- 

__garetus wotild ſoon accompliſh that ſmall buſineſs, which ſhe had to do, and 
return to him ere many hours were-expir'd. As ſoon as they were gone 
out of ſight, Bextivelioemploy'd himſelf in Enquiry after the dead bodies 
of Lazarillpand the reſt which were drown'd. He had not fone far be- 
fore he underſtood that they were ſtop'dat a Bridg, being catcht in nets not 
laid for ſuch purpoſes ; and having given order for their decent burial , he 
return'd towards the Ferrie, intending to divert himſelf upon the banks of 
that fair River, till Aranza's return. | 

The thoughts of the niggardly Plutopenes being freſh inhis mind, he im- 
| | ploy'd the remainder of his time to draw the ugly Piture of Coverouſneſs 
þ | | In 
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ina Copy of Verſes, which I am willing to inſert here, becauſe in them he 
hath ſhown how Poverty comes into the World, notwithſtanding, God's 
-ountiful provifions ; and prov'd, that the Benignity of his Intentions 15 
made incticual to our Happineſs only by the Uncharitableneſs of men. 
They began thus, p . 


It is but juſt :\, We ſinn'd ſince that ;, I ceaſe 
From quarrels : "Twas a Bleſſing to encreaſe, 
Though now 4 Curſe. The teeming Earth aoth breed 
More than the Fruits which it brings forth will feed. 
It ſeems of late God hath reſum'd the Curſe, 
And for our ſins grown greater made it wor ſe. 
Then we had Bread, though it was bought with Sweat : - 
We Sweat ſtill, but it doth not earn our Meat. 
Men live too long perhaps, or ſome to0 ſoon 
Come, before thoſe , which ſhould make rooms, are goxe, 
If Death were net grown ldle , we ſhould thrive : 
Ile are too many all at once alive. 
N%, that's not it. They hid enough of Ola, 
Yet liz'd till our ſhort Age they ten times told. 
He which made All things , knew what they would want, 
And aid wot give Allowances ſo ſcant. 
That me could think their e Maker was but Poor, 
Or, which is worſe, through Envy hid his ſtore. 
| No, no, Rich Bounty, thy kind hands did make 
| Thy Gifts Great, like the Giver, for our ſake. 
The Meaſures are large fiz'd, which thou doſt fill ; 
And though they are preſs'd down, run over ftill. 


- But we aregreedy, and through Avarice carve 
Such Portions to our ſelves, that others ſtarve 


Whilſt we are glutted : nay, though they complain 
Whom we have robb'd, we count their loſs juſt gain; 
And joftling others cry, All ſcrambling's fair ; 
Some All, Some Nothing is an Equal ſhare. 
Thus our Sins further others Faults and Woe, 
Whilſt God ts Curs'd by us and for 1:5 too. 
{nd with our wants we falſly charge the Earth : 
Engroſſers Barns are full tn years of Dearth. 
Thus wicked Murmurs, which ſeem juſt, by ſuch 
Are caus'd who ſeek more though they have too much, 
But part with Nothing. Tow with far more eaſe 
Might rob the Gardens of th' Heſperides. 
Pep Dragon's ſtead had we look'd to the Fleece, 
The Argonauts had ſail'd in vain from Greece. 
We make an Iron Cheſt the fatal Ury; 
W hence Gold once buried never doth return. 
The Love of Having # that wide-mouth'd Pit 
Which hath no ground; God's Plenty's loſt in it : 
Or, like thoſe Monfters which fat Kine deſtroy d, 
Is Hungry and Lean ſtill ; fill d, but mt cloy'd. 
For whenonr true Neceſſities are ſuppli de, 
Rather than wee'l the Owerplus divide, 


, We 
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We frame phantaſtick needs, and fo defraud 
Thoſe Stomacks which for want of Meat are gnaw's : 
And think we do a good Excuſe deviſe , 
We have our Bekttes fill d, but not our Eyes. 
Then Luxury makes Artificial Feaſts, 
As if we meant to poſe , not feed our Gueſts ; 
Having contriv'd ſuch curious ſorts of Meat, 
They know net what they Co, which they ſhould Fat. 
Then Gold, which anſwers all the Poor's behoofs, 

Shines bg ſmall purpoſe in the Gliſtering Roofs 
Of Stately Dining- Kooms ; or or the Door 
Where they ask hs it 1s beſtow'd before. 

Our Native Wool, which made that Home-ſpun ſtuff 
Which our brave Anceſtors thought good enough, 
When Hoſpitality was clad in freeze, | 
Doth not roma, ſuch handſome times as theſe. b 
Though we might know it fits our Climate beſt, 
It muſt be Shipt to fetch us fromthe Eaſt 
W hat fits our Humours. We find Silks too full 
Of Heat, when ſome are Cold for want of V/ ooll. 
Thus we affront the Grounds of ancient Praiſe 
And ſcorn the Patterns of more ſober dates. 

Fiydrepick Beaſt ! will nothing quench thy Thriſt ? 

Here, try a Recipe. Drink Tagus frſt, 

And then Pacolus : If theſe will net do, 

They take the Ocean and drink that up too. 

But all the Virtue of Unfathom'd Seas 

Cannot relieve the Thirſt of this Diſeaſe. 


Uranma being come to the Gate, Panaretus knock'd. The Porter look- 
ing forth of his little Window , they demanded entrance, as having ſome 
bufineſs of importance to communicate to Plutopenes, and withal gave him 
ſome money , which was currant at the ſame value with the ſervants that it 
was with the Maſter, and was a general key which open'd any lock of the 
Houſe. When they came almoſt to the Hall-door, Platopenes alarm'd with 
the opening of his Gates, came forth like one frightned with Thunder ; 
but ſeeing only a Woman and one man, and having ſome ſervants in the 
houſe, he made a ſhift ſo far to ſubdue his fears, as to bid them come into 
his Hall ; where 7rania began thus to accoſt him. Sr, ſaid ſhe, I come 
not to beg any thingof you (ke was very glad of that ; )but to repay you 
a Viſit, Che had been as well pleas'd if ſhe had ſaid nothing;) and to inform 
you of what may make to your ſingular benefit. I ſha.] acquaint you with 
ſome particulars in which you ſufter agreat Damage, which 'no-bidy doth 
reveal to you ; and give you ſome advice concerning the improvement of 
your Eſtate. At theſe words, which he underſtood to ſpeak Profit, te 1ift 
up his ears ; and partly to ſhow a little forc'd civility , partly tot © ut of 
his ſervants hearing, leaſt they ſhould cheat him of the kenefit of ſo good 
news, by underſtanding it as well as himſelf,he pray'd thG&n,afrer his faſhion 
to walk intoa Parlor, which indeed was more Cave than Parlor, She, not 
knowing what might happen , deſired that Paxaretus might come ina'ong 


; With her, tel:ing him that the deſign of his Profit was wholly lay'd by that 


Vertuous Gentleman, ' Upon thoſe words he conſented , though with no 
_ ſmall 
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ſinall jealouſie of being robb'd. Through a dark entry , where no light 
ever came but what was caſt by a Torch, which was he:d by a grim Porter, 
who fac'd them; as if he would have knock'd them down with his looks , 
they came to an [ron door, which had wany locks : this being open'd; they 
came int0oa kind of a Vault enl:;ghtned with a rulty Lawp, by which they- 
perceiv'da great company of Iron Cheſts where he kept his Gold and S1i- 
ver cloſe priſoners; only for want of room there, ſome had a little more 
liberty, lying in heaps in ſeveral comers of the Grott or Grove, where he 
and his money were buried together. Knowing well tHaþ he expected not, 
nor ever offered Complement, * Sir, quoth t{rania, Gerral Report ſpeaks 
*of you, as a wan of vaſt Riches : but I have heard ſome few , which pre- 
© tend to better knowledpe of you, to ſay,that you are very poor; and now 
©] find it to be true. Iam ſorry for you ; ( Þut he was glad , thinking, 
*hecauſe ſhe eſteemed him poor, that ſhe came to give him ſomething, } Its 
© true, ſome would eſteem this a great Treaſure which-you poſleſs : but alas! 
* what 15S 1t to your neceſſities, who want both this and a thouſand times 
© more ? Your wants lie in the greatneſs of your Delirez, and I am affraid ic 
© is nextto impoſſible to provide ſo unich as a Competency for you. That 
«* which I amable to beſtow, is a very ſinall Alms ; but ſuchasit is,I will im- 
* part it freely. Though I have not Moneys or Lands to give you, yet I 
© will endeavour to ſhow you a way infinitely to improve your own Eſtate, 
© 2nd to diſcover to you, as I ſaid before, what keeps you fo poor. Firſt, 
«you have no uſe of your Money, which indeed theſe thieviſh Cheſts have 
ſtollenand kept from you. Many of your Houſes fall down, becauſe no 
© body dwells in them ; your Manners and Layxads return but toan improfi- 
*table account, becauſe you have more than you know what to do with, 
« ] perceive you want the aſſiſtance of excellent Stewards , that might im-. 
© prove your fortunes exceedingly, by relieving with them the neceſſities 
«© of the poor neighbourhood ; and advance, by the prudent diſpoſal of 
« ſuperfluous ſums, Mechanical Arts and ingenuous <clences, which would 
© return into your Coffers, with.an unſpeakable encreaſe, the Comforts of 
© the poor's Prayers , the Bleſſings of Charity, and the true honour of be- | 
© ing a Benefacor to Mankind, Beſides the avaritious Ruſt which eats our 2 » V 
« your Money, there is a Canker- alſo which preys Upon your Eſtate , 
« which 1s the Fraud by which you have gotten it, and the Curſe of thoſe 
« evil Counſcls and Principles with which you hinder others from doingany 
* Good. 
* As for Example, You perſwade them to build no Alms-houſes, becauſe 
* others will ſell what they give : and when they tel] you they have ſo ſer- 
* led their Gifts by Law, that if they be converted to any other uſe, they 
* ſhall immediately return to their heirs : you tell them, they will not.When 
* you are ask'd concerning that proportion of Eſtate which one may call a 
* Competency ; you anſwer, All that one can ſcrape together is but a Com- 
« petency'; and that the way to come to it, 1s, to ſpend nothing upon ſuch 
© bmprofitable buſineſs as Charity. So that no good Deſign can be propoun- 
e ded, but youare ready to contradid& it with ſuch Reaſons as you are eve: 
« framing 1n this ſhopof Covetouſneſs : and beſides that, your conſtant Ex- 
* ample hath corrupted Thouſands who had better inclinations : you drow- 
© ned four miſerable Wretches yeſterday, as they vvere upon their vvay to 
© one that vvould have relieved them. — | 
Plutepenes much ga'l'd with this talk , hoping ſhe would end.as ſhe be- 

24n, with ſome Comfortable word, made a ſhift to endure it all this while; 
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but now being unable to hope or hear further, cryed out, as if his throat 
had been cut, Harpagns, Harpagus ! At which unexpeGed noiſe in he ruſh- 
eth with his Club ; Flutopenes {till crying, knock them down Harpagvs , 
Knock them down. Panaretus, ſeeing the fellow too ready to obey ſuch a 


vile Command , having drawn his Sword, ſaid, Lay down your Club, we 
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offer no wrong 3 but if you will net , I ſhalldiſenable you for ever taking 
it upagain. 90 interpoſing his body between him and {ram , whillt the 
Villain made ready to fetch a blow, Panaretus gave him ſuch a ſtroke upon 
his right arm as he lift it up, that his Club fell backward ; and guarding 
Hrania out of the Houſe, where no body was willing to detain them, they 
wade haſte towards the Water. But they were much ſtartled with a cloud 
of Smoke, which they ſaw about {Krav/a's Houſe ; and when they came to 
the River , they found Bentivolis in the ſame perplexed gueſſes concerning 
It ; but they were ſoon reſolv'd with the cries of a diſmal meſſenger , one 
of {{rania's ſervants, who running and making as loud a noiſe as one could 


that was half dead with fear, call'd, Qe{Firmos, Oettirmon ! They had no 5 


ſooner perceiv'd him to be Hermagathus, but Uraniaand both her Brothers 
prepar'd to po into the Boat ; which he ſeeing, cryed out vehemently, No, 
no ; I muſt come over to you. Thereupon {raxia bad OctFirmon fetch him 
over, being aſſured ſomeextraordinary diſaſter had put the youth into this 
paſſion. As ſoonas he was come , he begins, Alas Madam ! you had nor 
been gone half an hour, before a Troop of Horſe begirt the Houſe round; 
having kill'd the Pilgrims , and plunder'd it throughly , they have burnt 
it down , of which yonder finoke is a fad witneſs. They intend, as I 
over-heard ſome of them ſay, to poilcC; themſelves of the Lands, By an or- 
der that they have for it from one whoſe name I cannot remember, and ex- 
prefſed a great vexation when they could not find your perſon, againſt 
which they vented their fury in outragious threatnings. This Troop was 
commanded by one call'd Leſtrygon, who pretended that he was ſent ro 
ſearch the Houſe for ſome Conſpirators , which were reported to be har- 
bour'd there, and to demolifh ir. 
. Hlranianot much abaſh'd at that which ſhe had in ſome meaſure expec- 
ted, bearing up againſt a great affliction with a greater Courage, expreſs'd 
her ſelf thus, My dear Brother, now, now you are in Argentora; you begin to 
ſee what kind of people dwell in this Country.I have received many affronts 
in that little time which I have ſojourn'd here, and that which they have of- 
ten threatned, as I was inform'd, they have now payed, Let's retire to 
yonder Wood , where we may with ſafety conſult what courſe to take. 
When they were ſate upon a green Bank which offer'd it ſelf under the 
cool ſhade of an old Beech,{{ranza ſaid it was her opinion,That they ſhould 
return into Theoprepia, Bemntivolio , out of extream Good-will to thoſe 
which little deſerv'dir, was much troubled that ſo rare an Example of 
Divine Charity ſhould be removed, knowing well that a dark Night wou!d 
follow the fetting of ſucha Sun ; and, that the Unworthy might by kind- 
neſs yet beconquer'd into a better Temper , with ſuch Arguments as. he 
conld he perſwaded her Stay. She alledg'd the ſmall ſucceſs of her former 
pains, and having no habitation left her, though ſhe would attempt further: 
She continued her reſolutions to ſtayno longer , to receive more Wrongs 
where ſhe could do no good); telling him withal , That: ſhe would take her 
Journey home through the Kingdom of P:acenza , which was then govern'd 
by a Voluptuous Queen, and that if occaſion ſery'd ſhe would endeavour 


their Reconciliation to Vertue. 
| Benti- 
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Bentivolio finding his hopes of Reformation quite overthrown by: Hrs 
#ia's deſpair, contented to her intendiwents, only with this earneſt entrea- 
ty, that he might have leave to wander a white through the borders of 4:- oo hs 
gentora, after which he would meet her in the Metropolis of Vana ſembla; Avain-ſew. 
where they would give and receive an account of each others Travyells. 

Hrania having ſignified her conſent , they parted after nutual Farewels, 
which were perform'd with leſs Ceremony and repetitions , becauſe they 
hoped to meet again in a few daies. ; 

Bentivolio took the lower rode which goes through the Southern parts 
of Argentora, accompanied only with Hermagathrs, whom he loved not 
only for thoſe handſomneſſes which he ſay in him the day before, but alſo 
for a new Experiment of his Ingenuity : for when #ranis's houſe was en- 
compaſſed with Soldiers , he ſtole down into a ſhady part of the Garden, 
where he lay hid till he perceiv'd they had withdrawn themſelves into the 
Houſe , and then by a back-way which led privately to the River, brought 
along with him Mranra's Cabinet of Jewels, and Bexttivolio's Sword which 
Aſtr £4 gave hiw. Righteouſneſs, 

They came after ſome hours Travail into a pleaſant Grove, not far from 
the way whicn lay through it ; and Beztrvolis eſpying a ſhadyWalk furniſhyd 
with a couvenicat feat , he ſate down to reſt himſelf awhile. Behind him 
at a ſinall diſtance was a Thickert of Buſhes and in them a cloſe Arbour, 
where a young Gentleman was newly retired, who ina Tune between plea- 
fant and fad, accommodated to a Theorbo a ditty which was his own Story. 

He ſeem'd with his Song to entertain the Wiſe Lady Dyſemeria, with whom 4giges 
of late he had contracted an intimate acquaintance. | 

The Song beingended, he laid by his. Lute, intending to take his uſual 
Wa'k; and then return home to Supper. Bertivolis ef pied hinr as he came 
forth of the Thicker, and having receiv'd preat content in his Muſick, being 
never laſt in courteſte though he had conmitted no fault, he; Began immedi- 
ately to crave pardon of the Gentleman for having unawares invaded his 
privacy ; ſince that ſeeking the eomfort of his own Retirements, he was 
brought, without deſigning any thing elſe, to the knowledge of his pre- 
ſence there, which if he had known before, Civility would have depriv'd 
him of thoſe Joys which now he had gladly ſtollen with an involuntary 
Thefr. Erotocles, (for that was the Gentleman's name) though ſomthing rh Glory of 
ſurpriz'd, yet as much pleas'd with the high Civility of words delivered ev. 
by a perſon of moſt gentle preſence, anſwered, Sir, you areas far fromthe 
neceſſity of waking Excuſes, as you are from having perform*d any thing 
that doth deſerve then. Nothing needs an Excuſe but a Fault ; and if .you 
have offended any body, [ſuppoſe you meant my ſelf:All that Thave to blame 
you for, is, that you have made me to find one unawares whom I ſhould 
have ſought in vain thronghout all this miſerable Countrey. Bextivelis 2 
little b:uſhing, replied, Sir, I perceive amongſt your other Perfe@ions you 
have enterrain'd a great Charity for ſtrangers , and are-apt to frame the 
beſt thoughts of others that you can, t1]] you fee reaſon to the contrary, 
and to withhold your Aﬀent to plauſible grounds of ſuf pition till you 
have examined them; and therefore I pray you to excuſe me if I be 
further £2 E0:d with you,as to defire that Happineſs-in your Acquaintance, 
unto which your benign deportment hath given me ſo fair an invitation. 

You ask,anſ,ver'd Eretocles,fo ſmall a thing that it is not worth your having; 
yet I ſhould make no ſcruple of obeying your Command, but that Derad- 
venture the diſcovery of my ſelf and the relation of my Condition would 
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give you the knowledg of ſuch Misfortunes as might occaſion your Grief , 
fince I judg you not uncapaþle of Compaſſion ; and therefore 1 defire, you 
would let me perform that which I think to be my duty 1n this point Ly. $i- 
lence. No, 1 beſeech you, ſaid Bextivolio; for as it 1s impoſſible ] ſhou!d 
ever undervalue one of your Worth upon fo inconſiderable a ground as Ad- 
verſity ; it may bealſo that my knowledg of your Wrongs way Ee ſowe fur- 
therance to your Vindication: for how poor ſcever ] amin ability, yet I 
am provided of ſo much Good-will , that, what T cannot Þy wy aſſiſtance 
take off from you wholly, I ſhall not refuſe to bear in part with you by Un- 
feigned Sympathy. | | | 

Erotocles overcome with the refentments of ſuch a generous Charicy, was 
content to make known his Afﬀiictions. I am, ſaith he, Erozocles, the un- 
fortunate ſon of Philopantee, who was Lord of a fair Paronrie in this Coun- 
try. No Father was ever more loved by his Children, than he was ho- 
noured by his Tenants : His Univerſal Charity was ſo plentifully beſtow- 
ed among them all, that they call'd him by no other Name than Father ; 
His Exemplary Righteouſneſs was ſo publickly known, that they fear'd to 
do Wrong, not ſomuch becauſe they were ſure he would puniſh their Sin, 
but he wade Rightebuſneſs ſo lovely by his own pradiice that they hated to 
do Wrong. His Seat was magnificent , his Lands ſituated between Plea- 
ſantneſs and Riches, and ſo became the Obje&t of Envy to the Coverous, 
as his Holy Life was grievous to all wicked perſons, who were. conſtantly 
upbraided and condemned by it. He was divers times afſaulted, and put 
in mind by rude attempts of. the uncertainty of Worldly State, which he 
never forgot however ; for he made the daily conſideration of it the rea- 
ſon of his true contempt of ſuch things, which others beſtow their beſt 


_ Afﬀfections upon with great Admiration. | 


He was once troubled,” I remember, with a company of rude fellow's., 
begearly in their Condition, and worſe in their Temper, which was con- 
pols'd of Covetouſneſs, Diſcontent, and fooliſh Arrogance 3 who preten- 
ding the Injuſtice which is in the unequal Diviſion of the VVorld, would 
needs attempt to reduce it into juſt allotments : and in the proſecutionof 
their wiſe Deſign, would needs begin to parcel out his Lands into ſeveral 
diſtin& proportions ; promiſing to allow him a ſhare ſufficient for himſelf 
and Family, and to aſſign his Tenants their parts, and take to themſelves ſo 
muchas they needed and he could well ſpare; and of theſe meaſures they 
would be judges : and ſo they began with their Spades to caſt up lictle 
marks of Diviſion. | 

They undertook: this buſineſs more confidently, becauſe of ſome Dreams 
which one or two of them had concerning this Mode of Reformation, by 
which they made their Neighbours believe that it was revealed to them ; 
and that as the benefit of the Deſign was Univerſal , ſo the Succeſs was out 
of Doubt. 

* Philopantas wondring at ſucha ſtrange Device , of which he was 1n- 
form'd by.ſome of his Tenants, made haſte to know the bottom of the buſi- 


| neſs. As ſoonas he was come to this wild compaty, he deſired to talk with 


The Dream of 
an Aſs. 


their Leader , if they hadany , for that he had ſomething to communicate 
unto him. They not doubting but it was ſome Viſion, recetved him the 
more contentedly, and broughthim to one Ononirw, who was wade their 
Chief, becauſe he dream'd that he ſhould lead them; and having found 
that trick ſo ſerviceable, made conſtant uſe of. it, to dream in the night 


what he would have done the next day : They never daring to diſobey 
| & | what 
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what themſelves had approv'd of for a Divine guidance; though it was ſuch 
as by which they might be made to do or ſufler any thing. Ph1i/ovantas ha- 
ving ask'd him the Reaſon of their preſent undertakings, Ononirus hearing 
that word Reaſon, was ready to have commanded his eMyrmidons to ſlay 
him 3 which of themſelves they were willing enough to have done, for 
they could not abide Reaſox neither : bur the fear of Philopantas his atten- 
dants reſtraining his Zeal, he anſwer'd, that they had a Revelation for it, 
of which he was not to recelve an account. *Say you ſo? quoth Phzlo- 
* pant as, If you have a Revelation concerning theſe Lands, I am intereſted 
<1nit ; and therefore I do deſire ſome affurance of the ruth of your alle- 
* oation, that I may warrant my obedience to it. The matter which you are 
* upon is of great moment, and concerns ſo many beſides your ſelves, that 
* you have need of a good Commiſſion for what you do. All that know God, 
* perceive him to bea Lover of Righteouſneſs; and thoſe which pretend 
* Communion with Him, muſt be juſt. Many Wiſe men, who ſee vou invade 
* others Proprieties, will fear that you are rather driven by the Diſturber 
* of Mankind, and inſtigated with covetous deſires, than inſpired by God, 
* who hath no where given enconragement to make havock of the Intereſts 
of our Neighbours: He hath commanded us to be content with our own, 
F * though it_be bur little; acknowledgeth the diſtingions of poor and 
* rich; and hath cali'd the taking away of other mens Goods without their 
* conſent, Theft. He doth allow Proprzety as a fountain of Charity, and 
* Nurſeof Civil Commerce and Induſtry. And although ſome men do neg- 
x *le& theduty of relieving others neceſſities with their ſuperfluity, and op- 
« preſs the poor to inrich themſelves, yet this isnot rhe way to reform ; the 
t Remedy being manifeſtly worſe than the Diſeaſe. 


Then offering the aſſiſtance of his particular Charity, as far as he ſhould 
be able, to ſupply thoſe wants which might oppreſs ſome of them, he ad- 
viſs'd them to return to their Homes, not doubting but many honeſt-minded 
people were ſeduced by the Deluſions of cunning Hypocrites. 

Theſe laſt words made the flame break out which his whole Diſcourſe 
kindled in their hearts ; and then without any warning they fell upon him ©. 
with their Spades,making their roo!ls inſtruments of War, which they pre- 
tended to have brought for other uſes. But Philopantas his Retinue ſoon cha- 
ſtiſed their folly ; and having kill'd Ozonirzs anda few more of them, the 
reſt vaniſh'd with his Dreams,and left their Mattocks to digGraves for their 
Companions, who were then content witha leſs ſhare of Earth than before 
they had meaſured our. 

This Miſt being thus clear'd up, we lived in great ſerenity for a gqod 
while, till new clouds aroſe from the Covetouſneſs of two envious Neigh- 
bours, potent in Argentora, who had a great defire to become poſleffors of 
other mens Eſtates , though their own was too much for them,eſpecially be- 
caule it gave them ability more effecually to diſturb the Innocent. 

One was a Gentleman call'd Forzaris, of a fierce Temper, who us'd to 
Gtisfic his greedy mind with a lawleſs force. He would compell all thoſe 
which held any thing of him, ro do whatſoever his ſurly diſpoſition ap- 
pointed ; and this produc*d a continual Vexation to my/ Father's Tenants. 
He ſtop'd up the wayes which led to their grounds, if they lay among his, 

( pretending they were but granted upon ſufferance) to make chem go two 
miles about for a quarter of one; and if they offer'd to break his un- 
Juſt Hedges, they ſhould be ſure to be well beaten. He would make 
his men drive our Tenants Catrel upon his grounds, and then ſue them for 
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Treſpaſlſers; and they, not daring to go to Law with him, were tain to 
compound with him, and ſo obtain at unreaſonable rates a forgiveneſs of 
thoſe Treſpaſſes which he himſelf committed. It were infinite to ſpeak of 
his Wickedneſs ; but one thing I may not omit which he did to day : He 
arm'd divers of his Tenants which were moſt ſuitable to his wicked de- 
ſgnes, and made them burn down the houſe of an excellent Lady which 
dwelt not very far off; for no reaſon, but that he had heard great reports 
of her Excellent Vertues, eſpecially Charity. He is of a bloody Temper 
naturally , and truſts ſo much in his ſtrength, that he will hight with any 
one ; hathchalleng'd many, and kill'd ſome : but by corruption of a great 
Courtier or two, he ſaves his own moſt unworthy life. 

Craft. The other was a Lady, whoſe name is Inganns, and ſhe took another way 

more agreeable to her ſex ; what he did by Force, ſhe effefted by Fraxd, 
cheating the people with crafty Bargains , counterfeit Deeds, and Promiſes, 
which the kept no longer than till ſhe had opporcunity to break them. Bur 
in all her tranſaQtions ſhe made ſuch a fair ſhow of deſiring to promote 
their good, and got ſo far within them by their plain Credulity, that they 
were never more perniciouſly hurt than when they thought their Welfare 
moſt ſecured. 

Tenants of theſe two vile perſons, made uſe of thoſe unworthy 
wayes in their converſe with others ; which they had not only learn'd froun 
their Superiors, but ſaw warranted by their greater Examples. And when 
they could not ſecure themſelves under one Landlord , they would forth- 

Flent Perſeu with turn Tenants to the other , and ſometimes ſerv'd Forzaris, and ſome- 

' times wereall for Inga»za. In fine, the two Opprefſlors jealoully emula- 
ting each others adherents, a Marriage , which, I dare ſay, was none of 
thoſe which are made in Heaven, was contrived between Forzar:o and Iy- 
ganna , which was ſpeedily accompliſh'd, but to our unſpeakable diſcom- 
fort ; for now they began to try all the arts which Fraud,united with Force, 
can put inexecution , to work our ruine. Aﬀter many attempts made in 

4 good Coun. Vain, partly by reaſon of my Father's perfe& Inhocence, and partly by the 

ſells. © prudent advice ofa faithful friend call'd Kalobulus;yet at laſt they brought 

gg ev it about, by the aſſiſtance of a corrupt judg call'd Labargyras , whom they 

Fudg. kept in ſuch conſtant pay, to ſerve their turns, that he counted their annual 

Bribesa great part of his Salary. He either with the pretence of obſolete 

Laws, which no body remembred ever to have been made, or with wreſted 

ſenſes of known Statutes, had done them many notable ſervices. 

The Defign of my Father's Deſtruction was laid thus : Labargyrus, you 

muſt know, was one who made it his conſtant praiſe to betray unwary 

people far ſpeaking diſhonourably of the Duke, by whom that Country 

was then govern'd : Thoſe which are diſcontended are apt to ſpeak againſt | 

any body ; and thoſe which provok'd them to talk,and were alſo witneſſes 

of their ſpeeches, were his falſe-hearted Spies. By theſt he was informed 

of ſome Words which my Father ſhould ſay, in Company of which he was 
leſs carefu), not becauſe he thought all that were preſent were juſt, but be- | 

cauſe he did never ſpeak any thing unjuſt. It ſeems, my Father complain'd | 

of ſome Wrongs that Labargyrus had done, and ſaid that if the Duke did ) 

but know of them, he was confident they would ſoon be redreis'd, and the 'F 

Judge puniſh'd, Labazeyras having heard this, in ſtead of waſhing away . k 

the guilt of his Crimesich true Repentance , took Sanctuary againſt the | 

teares of his Conſcience in Revenge; and giving money to two of his Crea- 


tures thatcould ſwear luſt ily , he fram'd this Accuſation, That Philopantas 
did 
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did ſay, the Duke had done the People fuch VVrongs that he. was confident 
if they did but know their power, they would ſoon be redreſs'd, and the 
Duke depoſed. Sowith the change of a few words, which perverted the 
ſ-nſe of the reſt , he drew up a charge againſt Philopentas, Though this 
was incredible to moſt Good wen, who knew Philopantes to be a moſt wary 
perſon anda loyal Subject ; yet his conſtant abſence from the Court made 
the pretence plauſible to ſuch as loved to think ill of any. Though indeed my 
Father abſented himſelf not foc any private grudpes which he harbour'd in 
his boſom, but becauſe he law great inſecurity fot an honeſt man to be, where 
through falſe repreſentation of perſons and things, Friends: could not be 
diſtinguiſh'd fron Foes : And alſy for that whilſt others multiplied their 
Titles, and ſwell'd their heaps of Money with helliſh toils, he defir'd to 
cnjoy the heavenly Tranquility of his private life,and thereby take oppor» 
tunity to provide for his Immortal ſecurity, which is in dreadful jeopardy 
through the various Tentations of Princes Courts; 

Now though theſe dangers be common to all Courts, yet they were leſs 
avoidable in this than in ſome others, becauſe of Two great ImperteCtions 
to which the Duke was Subject , which bad ſuch ah umbenign influence up- 
on Court and Country , that he was happy that could enjoy himſelf quiet- 
!1 11a comer. One was, that he deſpiſs'd true Religion: for though to 
p.0:e the people ; which were that way given, he made a ſhow of ſome 
'i:ch thing ; yet he vilified it both by the conſtaney of an irreligious lite, 
5 alſo by fuch ſpeeches which could become none but an Atheiſt 3 for he 
would commonly call them Fools which pretended to put their whole truſt 
in God,and laugh at the opinion of ſuch as aſſerted the Immortality of the 
Soul eſpecially when they talk'd of our being judg'd in another World. 
Another was , that he careleſly diſpos'd places of Government and Juſtice, 
not wuch looking after VViſdome and Integrity in the choice of his Mint- 
ſters; whoſe only Qualification was; their willingneſs to ſerve his Deſigns; 
neither did he trouble himſelf to take any account of their good or bad 
Adminiſtration , to give them Encouragement or Puniſhment as they de- 
ſerv'd: and from this fountainan Univerſal Corruption deriv'd it ſelf up- 
on all orders of men. By means whereof the Country, which before was 
delervedly renown 'd throughout the V Vorld for Righteouſneſs, - is now de- 
ſpis'd of all its Neighbours, and commonly call'd a Nation of degenerate 
Supplanters. 

The Miniſters of Juſtice, not abandoning the eftabliſh'd forms of Law, 
have made them however both uſeleſs to any good purpoſe,and alſo inſtru- 
ments of great Atficion : partly by the unmerciful delaies of procets in 
Law, which commonly continue till both parties being impoveriſh'd can 
g2no further , or one of them at leaſt be ſo tormented, that he is come to 
the ſame paſs with poor wretches upon the Rack , who are willing to ſay 
or doany thing to come off ; partly whilſt their Eſtates are ſqueez d into 
the Lawyers purſes by large Bribes for the forementioned dela ys andun- 
juſt Sentences. | 

The Grandees trample upon all below them, and count it the duty of 
the Poor to be oppreſs'd ; living much according to the Rule of thoſe 
Beaſts, the preater of which devour the leſs. If the poor defire any thing 
of them they count it a-kind of Robbery, and order the ſane puniſhmenc 
tor them that other Countries do for Cut-purſes ; and when through into- 

lerable Miſeries they wiſh they had never been born, they bid them kill 
themſelves , and ſay that then they ſhall enjoy the ſame Cornfort, 
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The Epidemical wh, wort hath infected alſo the Miniſters of Religi- 
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on : who being fallen from the true Knowledg and exemplary Vercue of 
their Predeceſſors (the Holy Fathers, and Pious Martyrs) have compleated 
the ſcorn of their Ignorance with vitious praGiſes ; and are grown ſo unlike 
their Books, that even the rude multitude wonder upon what grounds they 
have ſet their confidence of giving Counſel, which they themſelves render 
ineffe&ual. But good men which live undiſcern'd among them are wuch 
grieved, whilft they fee thoſe in whom Wit is deprav'd make a Judgment of 
Religion by thoſe fooliſh Opinions with which it is blended, and that wa- 
ny are tempted by the evil lives of Hypocrites, to think Goodneſs it (elf 
but a Show,and Chriſtian Religion a FiGion, and fo fall into Atheiſin, the 
plague of Human Nature; which beſides the Unreaſonableneſs of it in 
other reſpeQs, is alſo defiled with the bafenefs of Ingratitude, choaks in 
men all ſenſe of the Divine preſence; and denies to the great Father of the 
VVorld that affe&ionate Adoration which is due from all his Children. Ha- 
ving thus loſt the Love of God, they can never love one another ; for after 
they have broken thoſe ſtrong ties which he faſten'd in the roots of their 
Souls, they make nothing of mutual obligations to Love, Courteſie, Cha- 
rity, Friendſhip, or Juſtice ; and at laſt are kecome Beaſts and Devils, the 
very face of Humanity being loſt. And this appears. too plainly in the 
praGiiſe of the Vulgar alſo, who have no underſtanding of Charity further 
than Self-Love, which begins and ends at home : They count it all Jawful 
gain that they can cheat from others ; and when it is done handſom)y, it 
goes for Honeſt Cunning and Ability of Parts. | 

. ButT have been too long in the deſcription of an un!ovely matter. The 
day for my Father's Tryal being cone, the Witneſſes were produc'd and 
fworn: and, notwithſtanding all that my Father alledged for the defence 


of his ſpotleſs Innocence, and though divers Perſons of Quality who were 


preſent offer'd their teſtimony in the moſt ſolemn manner, that no ſuch 
words were ſpoken at the place and time mentioned by the Witneſſes, * La- 
barg yru being Judg, my Father was condenin'd to'die. His Lands were gi- 
ven to * Forzario, who had ſome pretence of deſert to the Traitor's Eſtate, 
having been a means to diſcover the Treaſon,as Labargyrus wade the Duke 
believe ; but the true Reaſon of his doing ſo, was, a ſecret compa made 
between him and Forzario ,that if he could effec a Grantſof the Eſtate,” La- 
bargyrus ſhould enjdy a fair Mannor which joyn'd to Kisown Lands. The 
unjuſt Sentence was ſoon executed ; and leſt further miſchief ſhould befall 
me, (for the Cruel and Covetous are never ſatisfied ) « Kalobulws, of whom 
I told youhefore, commanded two of his truſty ſervants to convey me on 
Horſe-back by night tohis Caſtle , whence I have liberty ſometimes to re- 
Pair unto the ſhades of this Grove, where I had the happineſs to meet you, 
_ where I enjoy preſent ſafety, till God and Time ſhall bring the Truth 
to lipht: | | 

I hope it will not be long before that be done, arſwer'd Bextivolio,who 
had fix'd his Eye upon Erozocles all this while with careful attention, and 
now found his heart deeply grieved for the unparallel'd afliions which 
by this Story he underſtood ; and eſteeming no Glory like unto that which 
comes by relieving the oppreſſed , he breath'd forth this paſſionate Wiſh, 
O God, that I might ke the happy Inſtrument t > ſerve Righteouſneſs in ſo 
fair an opportunity, and that I might have the Honour of procuring Pu- 
niſhment for two wicked Perſons that have ſo highly deſerved it ! and 


withal deſired Erotocles to bring him to Kalobulns, ſaying, I doubt not bur 
| after 
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1f:er a ſhort conference we ſhall tind out a way to V indicate your YVrongs. 
Erotocles deſÞairingof that, yer receiving his courteous Sympathy with 
any thanks , «gan tv direct him towarcs the Caſtle. They had gone but 
tew. lteps before they met K alobithits and b1s lon * Thraſymachas, who were 
come forth to ſeek Erotocles wondring what was btcome of him, becauſe 
he had ſtay'd longer abroad than he was wont to do : and before they could 
expreſs their doubts concerning Rentivolio, he preſented him to Kalbulus, 
and pray'd him to receive a Friend ot 18 into bis knowledg, and defired 
that between them two he world equally divide the Love which he had hi- 
therto beſtow'd UPON him ling] y. K alobulus was ready at firſt to wake que- 
ton of ſuchexpreſſions concerning a-{tranger 3. but,Eeholding in his Coun- 
tenance and Carriage more than ordinary CharaQers of great worth, he 
welcom'd his happy arrival in that place with all aftecionare Congratula- 
tions 3 expreſſing alſo a great hope which ſprung up 1n his breaſt, that he 
was come to them by the Benignity of ſome Divine Direction. 0 having 
enquired his name , and cominended hts Son to his acquaintance , they went 
into the Caſtie. EF | | | 

- They had ſtav'd there but-a while before Kalebulus brought into theRoom 
his Vertuous Lady and two beautiful Daughters; and it gave chem all extream 
content, whilſt Bentivolio by the civility of his excuſes for coming into 
their Company, made them weil to perceive that he was not unworthy of 
it, At Supper, which came in preſently , they expreſs'd their friend- 
ſhip in ſcaſonable Viands of all ſorts, handſamly ſerv'd up, though with- 
out Curiotlity ; which they, perteged with Courteſie and, excellent. Dil- 


A- Stout Figh- 
ter, 


courſe : Infomuch that Bextivolio could not but fancy that Goodneſs had ' 


raken SanGuary in this Ark, till the Deluge of Wickedneſs, that overflow- 
ed that little VVorld , ſhould be abated. After Supper they entertain'd 
themſelves. with mutual conference,not knowing how to leave ſuch vigorous 
zoys for the dull repoſe of fleep, which now begun to offer it ſelf. Bur 
Nature requiring obedience to her indiſpenſable Laws Kalobulus, attended 
Bertivolio to his Chamber, where being left by them all with many good 
wiſhes , he retir'd himſelf to little leep and leſs reſt. 


The ſeveral diſcourſes of Erotocles his caſe, though they differ'd not from 24, Gler f 
his own relation , yet they fill'd it with more inſtances of Cruel Wrongs , Leve. 


and ſcem'd to endeavour to boyl-up Bentivolio's Courage, which was at a 
height already. He needed no ſpars, who went as faſt as Prudence gave 
him leave ; for having afle&ionately defired ſo noble an End,he could not. 
ceaſe to caſt about in his mind how he might accompliſh ic- But being nor 
able at preſent to obtain the End, which he paſſionately deſired , for want 
of fit ineans, heſlack'd the intenſiveneſs of his deliberation, and let his 
thoughts run adrift. After a weariſome: Expedation, the Light, in mere 
pity, brought him the joyful news of Day ; upon which he left his bed, 
and was ſcarce dreſs'd before the. good Kalobulus knock'd at his door; 
which he open'd with the greater chearfulneſs, becauſe he hoped by his al- 
fiſtance to find that which he had ſought in vainall night. Having acquain- 
ted Kalobwlus. with his- mind; Alas, Sir, quoth he, though Erotocles his 
Yoak 1s heavy, yet it doth nor ſo pinch him as at the firſt ; he having worn 
it ſo long that Cuſtom hath fitted it to his neck : but this meaſure of pity 
which you expreſs will add to his Afflitions, who is ſo ſenſible of all 
Circumſtances that aggravate a Calamity, and of ſuchan ingenuous regard 
to his friends , that he will more deeply reſent the adverſity of his preſent 
eſtate; if he underſtand that you are oppreſs'd with his Sufferings. Lay 

| aſide 
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aſide the trouble of your thoughts, Worthy Sir, and make not this Caſtle 
vour Priſon, nor the love which you have for others your own Fetters ; 
but rather enjoy the freedom which ſo mean a place may afford, and take 
not from us that relief which the chearfulneſs of your Converſe doth be- 
ſow upon us in ſuch plentiful meaſures of Conſolation, as that we have al- 
moſt forgotten that we are afflicted finc* your arrival. I would not urge 
theſe requeſts , but that I ſee your Charity doth deſign Courteſies for us , 
which ate ſo great that we are not. capable of them 3 For nothing can make 
a a price for the redemption of Erotocles, but the ruine of Forzario; and as 
e Glory of "_e" 
Love, we know that Deſtrugion is unacceptable to your Temper, ſo we know no 
>" Ng: _g to accompliſh it but one, which 1s as Unpleaſant as the thing it 
Men, lf 
To this Bextivol:5 replied, I think my ſelf not ſo much concern'd as to 
make anſwer to the former part of yourdiſcourſe, becanſe 1 wou!d not go 
about ro magnifie ſo ſmall a thing as my Love is; and I ſuppoſe the infli- 
ences which you pretend it may refle& upon Eretecles are but dire ex- 
preſſions of your own Civility to me : but if itbe true that no other price 
1s currant to redeem Erotocles but ſuchas will hurt Forzarzo if it be pay'd 
I know not why we may not purchaſe ſo great a good wirh the juſt harms 
of ſo vile a perſon. 1 ever eſteem'd Fuſtice to be founded in Goodneſs, be- 
cauſe puniſhment was invented þy God as a G#ard to righteouſneſs; and 
ſince Impuzity would drive Goocneſs out of the World, and make it unha- 
bitable for Righteous and meek perſons, I count that Indxlgence by which 
Malicious perſons are ſaved from ſuffering, tobe an injuſt puniſhment inflic- 
ted upon the Innocent. Clemency indeed 1s an incomparable 11tariow of 
the Divine Mercifulneſs: but it muſt be exerciſed in due inſtances, or elſe 
It may degenerate into Cyzelty. If there were no occaſion to ſtrike at any 
time, the Sword of Juſtice was made in vain. Thoſe who have lived to 
deſtroy the publick good of mankind,ought by their Death to wakea Con» 
penſation for their Wrongps: and as they are no leſs odious to God than Men, 
becauſe they do notoriouſly rebel againſt his Government, we are not to 
' think that he hath taken fo little care of the welfare of his Creatures, as 
as that he doth not allow and require the removal of ſuch Monſters. Inthis 
reſped thereforeTI ſee nothing that doth diſcourage my hopes of Erotocles 
his reſtauration ; and I truſt the particular way , which you have not yet 
mention'd, is not of ſuch an unhandfomenature , þut that a good man may 
make uſe of it, | 
4 greed Coun. Unto this Kalobulius anſwer'd, Qur forces arenot ſo numerous as to ſtorm 
ſeller, the ſtrong Tower of Forzario ; and if they were, we might not make uſe of 
them ; for we have learn'd that Juſt men can then only warrant their aQions 
whilſt they are regulated by known Laws : and though when others break 
them, one that is wrong'd may ſuffer honourably z3 yer he cannot violate 
them himſelf, whilſt he ſeeks reparation, but hisendeavour will be ſullied 
with Injuitice. Our Law permits not one Subje& to demand ſatisfaction 
of another in that way. The means which I thought of is allowed by Law, 
I confeſs ; but T believe thaExecution of it, is as unfuitable to the Merci- 
fulneſs and Patience of your diſpoſition, as it is contrary to our defire that 
you ſhould undertake ir.Ir is t his,YVhen any perſon ts wronged, and by the Vio- 
lation of Law unjuſtly ſuffers the loſs of his Life and Eſftate,the Law permits any 
man, that is not a-kin to the party wrong d,nor concern d by friendſbip,nor ever 
had axy quarrel with the perſon who did the wrong ont of meer Love to Fuſtice 
29 challenge the Violator of Law to a fingle Combat, - in which if he be kill'd the 
e "tence of the Law tis revers'd. | If 
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[f this be all the difficulty, quoth Beativelro, I doubt not bur to fatishe 
you and wy ſelf as to the honourablenels of the Undertaking, and with 
God's help to procure ſatisfaction to 1rotoctes by the good fuccels of it. 
[ perceive your ſcruple is, the Unlawfulneſs of Duels ; which as they are 
common; practis'd, I do as much athor as yau do, and rhink that they 
are infinitely below the Temper of a Gentleman and 2 Chriſtian. As they 


 1iſe for the moſt part from ciſhonourable Grounds, ſo they proceed by un- 


reaſonable means. V Vho knows nor that though Honour 1s taik'd of as 
the reaſon of the Challenoe, that rhe true occalion of the quarrel was but 
ſome tlight aftront recelv in a Tavern or ſome fuch place ? Thoſe which 
had not the VViſdom and Vertue to avoid unworthy aGions, muſt needs 
pretend to a generous Choler, which will not permit them to live unre- 
veng'd of ſuch. wrongs as peradventure they procur'c to themſelves. Ha- 
ving never underſtood what true Courage tignities, much leſs eXxpreſs'd 
it Upon any juſt occation , they undervalue their lives which are not worth 
much, that they may be Maſters of other mens as u{cietsas their own; and 
think it a Bravery to ruſh upon Damnation; but durit never expoſe them» 
ſelves to the hazards of a publick Service, to fave thoſe v. ho are more wor- 
thy to live than themſelves. Such perſons as have abandon'd Patience, de- 
veſted themſelves of Humility , cafhiier'd all inclinations to Forgiveneſs , 
and count the negledt of Revenge, Cowardiſe; miſt needs find the beljet 
of their Salvation impoſlible, it theſe things be other than Devliſb quali- 
ties. And whilſt they look upon it as an wgextile thing to ſnff#r wroug,they 
never ſcruple the doing of-it , though that be an hundred times more baſe : 
and they ſtand ſo upon a falſe notion of Reputation , that they cannot en- 
dure to be thought patient ; that 1s, they undervalue the eſt1747702 of God 
and the opinion of FVife men , becauſe they are unwilling that a few Fools 
ſhould take them for Cowards. The Heavenly Angels might with as guod 
reaſon be angry, becauſe many times in great buildings they are repreſen- 
ted by little Boys with woodden wings. They have another humour of 
which I cannot þut take notice: and that 15, Theſe Bravo's will take it in 
preat ſcorn if you ſhould not think them Chriſtians , whilſt they ridicu= 
loufly take their Name from Him whoſe Nature did akominate ſuch practi- 
ſes, and whoſe Lite and Death was the moſt perfed& contradiction to ſuch 2 
lowneſs of Temper as can be imagin'd. They ſhould rather derive their 
Pedigree from Lamech, who wou!d not ſtick to kill any body for the leaſt 
ſcratch of his skin. 

By this which I have diſcours'd, Kalobulus , you may perceive how un- 
willingTam by my examp:e to patromize thoſe murderores Duels, in which 
ot young men engage, when VVine,VVomen, and mutual provocations have 
begun tuch quarrels as accept of no determination but by the Sword. No . 
| undertake this piece of Juſtice, only as the Magiſtrate's ſervant, warrant- 
ed by Law, whichat preſent needs this Vindication, without any deſire 
ot Revenge, for I have ſufjerd no Wrong ; but to take off the guilt of 
i Philopantas his blood which lies upon ® Argentora,that he which afflicted the 


Good in his Lite, may terrifie the wicked by his death, and by this means, po Coperorns 


which is all that 1s lefr, to right Erotocles. 
 Ka/obulrs perceiving the zeal of Bentivolio's Good will , nothing doub- 
ting his $kill inarms, aſſured of the Juſtice of the Cauſe by his own know- 
[edg, and convine'd of the lawfulneſs of the redreſs propounded, by Bex- 
tvoliss diſcourſe, ſtruck with admiration by the Cantewplation of his 
unpara'lel'd Accompliſhments, replyed, that he could not but approve of 
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his Charitable defign, undertaken with ſo much Wiſdom and Valour. But 
do you think Forzario will accept a Challenge, ſaid Beptivolio? There is 
no doubt of that, quoth K alobwulss,tor he loves to fight with any body, and 
is poſſe(s'd with ſuch great thoughts, that in Compariſon of himſelf he 
deſpiſethall the World : And withal he defir'd Bertwolis, to permit a 
Second to attend him : to which he agreed. And whilit Kalobulus was con- 
ſulting with himſelf whom toappoint , Thraſymachus wiſpering in his car, 
deſired him to nominate himſelf : which his Father did, and pray*d Bextz- 
volts to accept of his Son's offter, who was ambitious to ſerve under ſv great 
a Captain in the behalf of Eretocles. Bentivolio giving great thanks to the 
Young Gentleman, call'd for a Penand Paper: which being brought, he 
wrote theſe Words. : 


FORZARTIO, 

Our Wickedneſs hath made you odions to the World, and the inſtances 

upon which your Infamyus rais'd, are ſo full of Cruelty and In juſtice, 

that you cannot wonder if the Revenge which they have long call a for, come at 
laſt. Though you have attempted the ſecurity of your firſt V rongs with greater, 
which were all the means you could find ; yet this Paper will let you know, that 
there are ſome in the World wuho aare reprove you, and will make you at length 
ſee that your Crimes are puniſbable, if your guilty Fears wuill permit you,arm'd 
on Her ſe-back wvith Sword and Lance, to meet me to morrow by Sun-riſe, at- 
tended only wwvith a Second and Trumpet inthe Plain of Nemeſia , wwhich ad. 
Joyns to the great Wood ; wuhere you ſhall make ſome amends for your Sins 


wvith your fall by the hand of one who hatha Good-will for all but ſuch xs you 
are. | 
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BENTIVOLIO, 


A'Trumpeter which waited upon Kalobulus ſpeedily conveyed it accor- 
ding to his directions. Forzario had no ſooner read it, but he commanded - 
to ſtay the Meſſenger for his anſwer, which he ſhould have preſently. So 
never waking queſtions concerning Bertiolrs, becauſe he diſdain'd ro take 
any notice of one thatdurſt affront him but by Revenge, he wrote this fol- 
lowing Anſwer, 


BENTIVOLIO, | 

Need no informer to make me underſtand vuhat kind of perſon is ſignified by 
that odd name ; your Paper hath reveal'd your Imperfeitions. | am forc'd 

ro Judg you one of noVertue, becauſe you have learn'd to revile thoſe whom you 
do not know but by miſreport. And though I ao not think you worthy of the He- 
nour to be chaſtis'd by my hand , yet I will condeſcend to mect you according to 
your appointment , to grue you ſuch puniſhment, as may teach other Wanderers 
better manners when they paſs by this Country , and that no troubleſome Fellow 
for the time to come may be ſo fooliſhly impudent as to provoke | 
| | FORZARIO, 


Bentivolio, was not a littleglad when by the anſwer he underſtcod that 

he ſhould have opportunity to make good his proffer of aſſiſtance to vic- 
lated Juſtice ; and awaiting the early dawn of the following Morn , was 
guided by the firſt approaches of light,and accompanied with the. Valiant 
Thraſymachus , being unwilling by delay to give occaſion to the diſdainful 
humour of Forzarzo0 to return, if he ſhould come firſt and miſs him at the 
| Place 
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Flace appointed. But he ſtay'd not long before his expected Adverſary 
appeared like himſelf,and according to the deſcriptions by which he was 
painted in Bentivolio's Fancy. | 

Forzario ſeeing his Adverſary upon the Place, thought to anſwer his rea- 
dineſs with ſuch a payment as it deſerv'd ; aud therefore not to make him 
ſtay any longer, without attending the Trumpets, {purring his Hotſe,who 
was not unwilling to ſuch exerciſes, rode with a full Career,aiming a rough 
Salute with his Lance at Bertivelto, who being well skill'd 1n receiving 
and requiting ſuch Civilities, made what haſte he could to meer him, and 
rerurn'd him one of like Nature, though not of the ſame effe&. Bentive- 
lio's Lance pierCd Forzario's Arm : Forzario's, though it lighted upon ſuch 
a piece of Bentivolio*s armour as defied the ſharpnets of the point , yet as 
it broke; it made him bow fo far backward, that he had almoſt loſt the 
poſſeſſion of his Saddle ; which he having preſently recovered, they fell 
to their Swords: Thouch none con!d tell who drew firſt, Bextivolzo receiv'd 
the firſt blow, and that follow'd with ſo many more ,. that his action lay 
chiefly in the Defenſive ; which part he was the rather willing toa& for 
the-preſent; becauſe he knew the ſhower which fell in ſuch thick drops 
would ſoon be over. This he perform'd with ſuch accurate Sk1ll, that it 
made up whatſoever he wanted of Force ; of whichalſo he had ſufticient 
ſtore ; tolet his Enewy know, by what he felt, that he could hurt as well 
as ward, 

When they hadYpent ſometime in giving and receiving blows,often ac- 
_ cowpanied with Wounds, their loſs of blood made each of them perceive 
that both were in earneſt : but the buſineſs they had in hand ſo fill'd their 
thoughts, that they took notice of their Hurts with ſuch an'undiſcernable 
reſentment, as wiſe men receive the Wrongs of diſingenuous People. 

Forz4r10, boyling with deſperate Rage, confident of his ſtrength, and 
prick'd with a diſdain of fo unequal a match as he eſteem'd Bentivolio, ha- 
ving given many ſuch ſtrokes as ſignified a ſtrong Arm, enforc'd with ſtron- 
oer deſires of Revenge, ( which for all that, he ſaw ſtill uneffeced) vex'd 
that he ſhould be ſo long troubled with one whom he had diſpatch'd in his 
thoughts a hundred times before he ſaw him ; now having , as he thoughr 
an advantage of a flack guard, which he greedily ſnatch'd, beſtow'd 
a _ upon Bentivelio; with which he had great hopes to ſtrike off his 
Head, 

But Pextivolio, whoſe Courage was rooted in a Temper unacquainted 


with baſe Fear, though principally ſupported with the Noblenefs, and 


Juſtice of his Undertaking, and fully acquainted with all manner of defence 
againſt an over-match which exceeded him only in Strength, being well 
aware of Forzario's purpoſe, eaſily avoided that foreſeen danger, and ſum- 


moning his whole power to aſſiſt him in an eminent piece of ſervice, reach'd . 


fuch a ſtroke as would have ſav'd him the labour of any more, bur that 
Fortario's Horſe raiſing up the fore-part of his body, by reaſon of a ſharp 
prick of his Maſter's ſpurs, which he ys'd to make - him go nearer to his 
Enewy, receiv'd it for him: but it was thelaſt ſervice he could perform , 
for it fel] upon his neck, and cut ſo deep into it, that be could neither bear 
vp his head nor his Maſter ; and falling, he lay ſo heavy upon For 2arto's 
thigh, . that he could not riſe from under him. Bertiwolio perceiving what 
diſadvantage had happen'd without his intention, pake preſently to For24- 
110 : VVicked Man, that which was Juſtly threatned may now ealily be ac- 
compliſh'd : but I never engaged for bloody Revenge, but took this way, 
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ſince no'other was left,to attempt the reparation of unſpeakable VVrongs ; 
not wherein my own [Intereſt ſuffer'd,but ſuch as wade a publick Violation 
of Juſtice.If thou wilt yield to Right , and ſubmit to the juſt duty of Re- 
pentance,I will prevent that tpeedy vengeance which otherwiſe muſt needs 
await thee in the Infernal ſhades. To this Ferzarzo ſcornfully anſwer'd ; 
No, Villain, uſe the advantageof a baſe blow; 1aw notſolow as to re- 
ceive my Life by way of Alms from thee. Upon this EFextivelio lighted 
. from his Horſe (to give him aſſurance, that his Cuſtow was not by uſing 
ignoble odds to deſtroy that Honour which he doubred not with a little 
more patience to receive unblemiſh'd ; ) intending to pull off Forzario's 
Horſe, that he might try his Fortune once more on foot. As he came to him, 
he perceiv d he had clear'd his leg himſelf, and was riſing up. Bentivol;o 
willing to underſtand what he would yet do before he ſtruck at him again , 
perceiv'd a Company of Horſemen ruſh out of a. VV6od which was not ve- 
ry far off. It ſeems , Inganna ſeeing her Husband fall, not knowing what 
was the cauſe, but much fearing that of which ſhe ſaw ſo bad an cle, 
whichſhe alſo judg'd worſe than it was, commanded a Troop of Horſe to 
fall in, which ſhe had Jaid in Ambuſh in theVVoods the night before, inten- 
ding by them baſely to recover what her Husband had diſhonourably loſt. 
Craft. Bentivolio ſuſpeRing ſome ſuch thing, having heard of * Jnganns, height- 
ning his deſires of ending with One, by the fore-ſight of Villany and Dan- 
ger which attended him from Many more, (though they made a ſtop after 
they perceiv'd For2ario and Bentivolio both upon their feet) and jmploring 
the Divine aid, ſtruck For2za770 ſuch a blow upon the head, that made him” 
bow it a little on one ſide; his Helmet being rais'd withal , Bentivelis 
with ſuchagility as that opportunity required , ran his Sword into his 
Throat through his Neck : upon which F#rz47% falling down, made ſuch 
haſte out of the world, that he took his leave of it without ſpeaking one 
word, EEE 
Erotocles, plac'd witha ſele& Troop of Norſe behind a Hill not far 
from the place of the Fight ,to prevent all baſe attempts by the prudence 
of Kalobulus, who imagin'd what Inganna would do , made ſufficiently 
careful by his love to Bextivelio,and now perceiving plainly what was paſt 
A feut Figh- and coming, made ſpeed to his friend, and having afliſted Thraſymachas to 
mw * catch his horſe, (the other Second having refus'd to ſtrike in a Cauſe which 
he knew to be as unjuſt as Forzaris was unſucceſſetul) Bentiveli mounted, 
and before the joyful Erotocles could expreſs his thanks to Bentiwelio, In- 
anna's Horſe were come vp to them. And now the fingle Fight was con- 
verted into a bloody Batte], where many began to try , onone ſide if they 
could regain what a ſingle perſon had loſt, on the other ſide to keep what 
one had won. 
Erotocles defir'd Bextivelis to retire and look to his Wounds, of which 
4god Coun- Kalobulus would gladly have taken care; but he refus'd their entreaties , 
_ making no queſtion but this would prove a ſhort buſineſs : and finding his 
ſpirits hold our ſtill, though much wearied, reſolved to accompany his -- 
friends till-the work was done. Erotecles perceiving his reſolution, trou- 
bled him no further, and having ſtood idle all this while, deſiring to go and 
warm himſelf a little, ſpurr'd his Horſe to charge that forjorn Company 
ſo baſely engaged , and toſhow them the dreadful face of juſt Revenge; 
whoſe farſt effeds he beſtow'd upon the Captain of that Wicked Band, who 
had been a ſervant to his Father , but revolted to Forzario, by the per- 
ſwaſions of Ingaxna and his own ambitious Hopes : carrying death \/a4y 
| ook 
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look, he rode up cloſe ro him,an1 with the firit blow cleft his Head in two 
eciual pieces. A juſt puniſhment for him, who had to diſhonovrably d1- 
vided his falſe Heart bet ween two lo contrary Maſters. 
Thraſymachus waking way with his {word Into he widit of the Troop A 20 rh 
where [z2anna was, having ic111'd thoſe which offer'd to guard her, rook her 3 0811er, , 
priſoner : Erotocles rewing, down thotewhich made reſiſtance,came in to the 
confirwation of Thraſrmachms his ſafcty,wbo was fl urrounded with Enemies. 
Bertivolio ſeeing the reſt. of the Troop follow their Leader couragi- 
ouſly through the wounds and dearth of their adverſuries, thought it was 
no great matter if he fought a while, to ſhorten the trouble of his friends _ 
though it was needleſs to the procurement of Victory, which did vo'un- 
tarily attend them. The Forzarians fell ſo eaſily before him, that by the 
effects of his Courage one would think he had but now begun to fight. 
Here one wight have taken full notice what Feebleneſs and Fear a guilty 
Conſcience forceth into the ations of men. For, though Izganm's num- Craft. 
bers were-ſo unequal, that they judg'd themſe:ves twoto one of the other 
fide ; yet their hearts (© fail'd them, that by their fightiug one would have 
thought them not one to ten. After the firſt brunt,in which ſome few were 
ſlain, they ſoon diſcovered what would become of the reſt. Theſe Forza- 
'r1ans having approv'd their Valour in former undertakings, ſhow'd that 
now their Courage wanted a Cauſe, not their Cauſe a Courage, The 
thoughts which they refleged upon their unworthy engagement , which 
were more piercing by reaſon of the preſence of Erotocles whom they un- 
juſtly oppos'd , diſanimated them ; for they were appall'd as people be- 
lieped in a Caſtle uſe to be, when: the enemy 1s not only got within the walls, 
but a great party riſeth up againſt them amongſt themſelves; ſo that nor 
knowing who is for them, who againſt them, they negied the uſe of their 
Arms, through a great uncertainty of killing their Friends or their Enemies. 
Pentivelio took ſpeedy notice of 1t,and as ſoon as a few were puniſh'd to A 
make Examp!les of unhappy VVickedneſs,he being alwates mercifulwhere 
it was not neceſſary to be ſevere, defired Erotocles that they might have 
Quarter given them:which was as ſoongranted as ask'd. Iganuna was brought 
before them by Thraſymachns, and ſhe had {| uftered death already in her Ex- 
peRations ; which Bertivolio perceiving, No, VVicked V Voman, faith he, 
you ſhall live a little longer than you think ; you ſhall be reſery'd to ſa- 
. tisfie Juſtice by an Exewp'ary ſuffering ; and in the wean time committed 
her priſoner to 47g, one of Kalobulus his ſervants, commanding him to 
look well to her , and to keep her In ſome ſafe place of the Caſtle. 
It were too tedious to report the affectionate Embraces which Erorocles 
beſtow d upon Bextivelio , the courteous gratulations of K alobulas and the 
paſſionate love of Thraſymachus : but they made their Complements the 
ſhorter, conſidering that it was neceſſary to retire to the Caſtle, and take 
order for the cure of Bentivolio's VVounds ; which was accompliſh'd ina 
Ihort tim? by the excellent skill of Kalobulus his Lady. | 
The news of Forzario's death was ſoon ſpread over * Argentora, and Put * ri Conerens 
the Court intoa great VVonder : only * L abargyriss was obſerv 'd above all Fate. 
others to be poſſeſs'd with a particular Grief ; which was encreas'd, asal- 74, o 
lo» the Cauſe of it diſcovered, by an Accident that happen'd. ' One of 
the VVirnefſes which had ſworn againſt * Philopantas, being tormented 
with the conſcience of his Villany , upon the news of Forzario's death , 
which he knew to be infliged by Divine Vengeance, felt his pains ſo In- 
tolerable, that he was weary of his Life, and immediately hang'd him- 
lelf. The other hearing of it was not able te conceal the VVickedneſs 
any 
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any longer, but went to the Duke, and confels'd to him , that by the In; 
ſtigation of Labargyrys, he and his Partner had forſworn themſeives, by 
which Perjury Philopantas was condemn'd: Labargyrus being in preſence 
and confounded with the diſcovery of this Villany, fell down upcn bis 
knees and begg'd pardon for his Life. You ſhall not die, faid the Duke, 
till I ſhall receiveſuch a diſcovery of your Wickednefs,as that by it I may 
underſtand to appoint you ſuch a Death as you deſerve. For 1t 1s but fic 
that you, ſhould die miſerably,who by perverting Juſtice have made others 
liveſo: This the Duke ſaid more willingly, to give content to the people, 
"who loved Philopantas; and forthwith he ſent for K alobulus,and deſired him 
to bring Erotocles and Bentivolio, aſſuring him that his meaning was only 
to be berter inforn'd in the late ation, and to make ſuch reparation of 
Erotoeles his Wrongs as the late notice of them which he had receiv'd did 
require. The Gentleman who carried the Meſſage, inſtructed them fully - 
in the particulars. Each of them giving thanks to the Divine Providence, 
which takes care of the oppreſſed , they came to the Duke, who condol'd 
with Erotocles for the unfortunate death of his VVorthy Father , with 
reſentment of his own loſs of ſuch a Faithful Subjea ; aſſuring him of 
the re-poſſeſſion of his Lands; and withal added, that though he could 
not recal Philopantas his life, yet he would perfe& the Revenge of his 
Death, which was in part inflicted upon the Wicked Forzario : and immeci- 
ately gave order, that Labargyrus ſhould þe brought to his Tryal. Tur- 
ning towards Beativolio, he expreſ,d the great Joy which he had for the 
arrival of a perſon ſo Honourable in his Country, as alſoa high admirati- 
on of his skilful Courage, and much more of his great Good will , which 
made him undertake ſuch a dangerous relief of a wrong'd Gentleman; 
and having ſignified much content in the Death of one that was ſo un- 
worthy to live, he ſalured Kalobulus, much praiſing the conſtancy of 
his Love to his Friend in diſtreſs, and his prudent condud 1n the late 


Action. | 
As they were talking , a meſſenger brought word that Labargyrus was 


come. The Duke, accompanied with his chief Lords, as alſo with Bez- 
® tivolioand Erotocles, whom he deſired to go along with him, ſate down in 
the Judgment-ſeat, and cauſed Proclamation to be made, That whoſvever 
could juſtly accuſe Labargyrus, ſhould have free liberty to do ir. VVhere- 
upon abundance of VVitneſſes of his unparallel'd unrighteouſneTF, itlenc'd 
before with fear of his Power and frequent experiences of his Malice, 
ane in and ſpake freely againſt him 5 ſome acculing him of the VVrongs 
which they had ſuffered from him , others of ſuch as he had made them do. 
Fuſtice complain'd that he had baniſh'd her out of the Courts of Fudicature 
and the Aſſemblies of Merchants , and commanded her to beabſent her ſelf 
from all places of Civil Contracts. Authority ſaid , that he had proſtituted 
her to every unjuſt deſign. Simplicity accus'd him far waking a diſgraceful 
ſhow of her in his afty undertakings. Order, laid to his charge , that 
ſhe was ever put out of place when it ſerv d his Intereſt. Equity affirm'd that 

| ſhe could never obtain leave to ſpeak againſt the leaſt guilet in Law. Ke- 
 ligion, challeng'd him for defiling the profeſſion of Holineſs with Covetouſ- 
eſs, for which purpoſe only he had courted her with a falſe Heart. Some 
Widdows, which ſtood by , alledged againſt him, that he had made their 
Tears wore Salt with the Wrongs of Fatherleſs Childrey. On the other ſide, 
Bribery confeſs'd that ſhe was hisCreature,and had not been but that ſhe was 


berotten by his Diſhoneſty. Partiality acknowledged that ſhe ug'd to incline 
a contrary 
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contrary to the right ſide for his friends ſake. Delay ſaid, that ſhe would 
not have way-lay'd Expedition when poor people expected her coming, Þut 
that * Bradion his chiet Clerk , bad her do it, till he had got 1nore money. 4 flow Perſon. 
The Fury denyed not that they had often given wrong Verdicts, bur that It 
was by private directions from Labargyrus. Rapine excuſy'd herf elf, that ſhe 
would have been gone, but that ſte cou'd not get out of his hands, Falſe- 
witneſs teſtified againit her lelf ; but added, that ſhe would have been 11- 
lent , but that ſhe ſaw he lovednat the Truth. Revenge avowed that ſhe 
was wearied, and would have taken her leave , but that he bad her ſtay , 
for he could make good uſe of her. Craft proteſted that ſhe would have 
been aſham'd to have ſhewn her face, but that hehelp'd her toa wvizard,and 
ſometimes gave heran old Law-book to hold before her. Strife contended 
rhat ſhe would never have come, but that he ſollicited her. Power main- 
tained that ſhe wou!d have omitted much which ſhe had done, but that he 
ſaid jt was rizzht The ſurviving Witneſs, call'd Pſeudercus , confirm'd his 4 perjur'd 
firſt acknowledgment, that the death of Philypantzs was plotted between P*rjov 
* Labargyrius and For zario,and that he took a falſe oath with hits Companion, 74 cornpe 
now dead, apain't his Conſcience , meer:y at their .inſtigation, and for a 7'* 
[m2!. 1mm of money, which yet Labargyrius never paid him. The Duke 
aſt 1ifh'd at theſe wickedneſſes , Labargyrus having before confeſs'd his 
Gnltz he condemn'd him and Pſeudorcies to be bang'd both together upon 
once gallows ; and that , for a Terrour to ſuch as ſhou'd ſucceed in Laber- 
gyrus his place, his Hands ſhould be cut off and rfyl'd upon the ſeat where 
he had perverted right. 
Alittleafcer Execution was perform'd, the meſſenger which was ſent 
for Inganna return'd with very unwelcome news, to wit, that ſhe had made craft. 
an eſcape ; and though they had purſued her very hard, they could not 
overtake her, nor meet any that would diſcover where ſhe was. The man- 
ner of her eſcape was thus : Argws her keeper one Evening heing aþovt to 
drink, one came running haſti:y towards the priſon door,crying, Fire, Fir e, 
near to the Magazine of Powder, make haſte to quench it, orelſe we ſhall 
all be blown uP. Aram fearing that Inganna had corrupted {ome of the 
Houſe to play this wicked trick, ſets down his Cup near the orate of the 
Priſon Window,and haſtned-to affiilt the reſt in preventing the danger which 
threatned them. In>annacſpving this Cup, took her time and put therein 
ſome Opaate Ingredients, which ſhe carried about her for ill uſes. The fire 
being quench'd by the Diligence of the Servants, Argus makes haſte to 
his charge, not knoiving what was done, and being more than ordinary 
thirſty, he drinks, andſits down by the Grate. But the Opiate working 
upon his Senſes, he falis aſleep. She takes the key of the Door out of his 
Pocket, quietly opens the Grate, and pulls him in, cuts his throat , pulls 
oft his cloathes, and puts him in her bed, and herown cloathes upon it 
which ſhe had chang'd for his; ſo locking the door, when it was dark went 
away. No body at firſt ſuſpeQiing her to be gone, though they miſs'd 4r- - 
ers, eſpecially becauſe for two daies before ſhe pretended to be ſick : but 
when my could not find her Keeper,nor make her anſwer at the door, they 
{uppols d that ſhe was dead. But remembring that it was Inganna, they ſul- 
peced ſomething worſe, and ſo breaking open the door they found what - 
had happen'd. 8 
| TENTY. = % this un fortunate Accident was troubleſome to them al, 
2ut etpectatly to Bextivol?o-, who had entertain'd ſy much Good-will far 
ortiers, that he had anatura] Grief for their afRigions , and he counted In- 
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ganna's Liberty to beone of the greateſt imaginable; and indeed ng lets 

2 miſchief to mankind , than the raging Sea isto a Country when it hath 

broke through the guard of the Banks. But well knowing how comfort'e1s 

that Pity is which doth not relieve thoſe of whom we have compaſſien, he 
reſolv'd to undertake the purſuit of Ingarna, and, if he poſſibly might , 

to take her oncemore, or to hunt her ſo cloſe as to drive her out of the 
Country , and at leaſt, as he went along, to undoher works, to unde- 

__ ceivethe people ; and, having tryed his utmoſt, to haſten, according to his 

rhe Hypocriti» promiſe, towards Vanaſembla. That he might overtake the Fox before ſhe 
cal 5tate. [a Earth'd herſelf, he thought it was not amiſs to ſend Hue-and-Crie after 
Inganza ; and that ſhe might be more eaſily known, one of Kalobulrs his 
ſervants put into it this ſhort Deſcription of her Perſon and Manners : 


If any chance to mect the famous Inganna, lately broke looſe from her 
Keeper, let them take heed they be not cheated themſelves ; and, for 
Simplicity. the bench of others, bring her priſoner to the Caſile of Hapglotes , where 
they will find a great reward for their pains. She ts known by w/o 
marks : She hath ſuch ſquint Eyes , that none car tell which way ſhe 
looks. She hath two Tongues , and agreat faultring in her ſpeech. She 
is cover d with 4 darty-celared Mantle, which ſhe changeth continually 
into atvers ray She often wears a Religious Mask, ana gors wery 
ſeldom with nakea Preaſts, - ( but it is not for Modeſty ſake ; ) yet ſeme- 
times ſhe doth. She loves towalk in the night , and ss never without 4 
dark Lanthorn. In the day-time ſhe may he ſeen inTradeſmens ſhops, 
eſpecially ſuch as have half-lights. She attends all forts of eManu- 
atFures, and teacheth Artificers to adulterate every ſecond pattern 
of their works. She frequents all places of Commerce, for few bargains 
- are made without her. You will nt fail of her, where you ſee any take 
np great ſurmms of Money with an intention to break. If you hear anymau 
ive another ſuch Council as ſerves his own ends, but hurts his friend 
that ask'd it , no dowbt he'ss one f her acquaiutarce. There is ny ſer- 
vant that hath learn'd to cheat bis Maſter, but is one of her Diſet- 
ples. If you meet any that __ of arvulging their ſecrets, or the de- 
ayal of Mozey which they had tntruſted with a falſe Friexd , they 
can tell you where ſhe dwells. If youfind broken promiſes ſcatter'd upon the 
ground , you may track her by them. Be ſure, to enquire for her of ſuch 
as ſpeak with many Proteſtations, and forget not- to ſearch wuhcre you per- 
cerve great ſhows of Honeſty. 


Craft. 


So having ſent a diſcreet meſſenger, to raiſe the Beaſt which he purpos'd 
to Hunt, inorder to his defign he declar'd his Reſolutions to Ervtocles and 
K alobulus ; and having given them thanks for the noble Courtefies with 
which they had entertain'd him , he pray'd them to diliniſs him with 
the ſame good Mfection, aſſuring them that where-ever he ſhould te, 
he would never forget the Obligations which their Friendſhip had pur 
upon him. | 

Whoſoever had been preſent when Eretosles and Kalobulus heard this 

"unwelcome News, they might have ſeen in a lively Repreſentation how 
harda thing it is to Ingenuous Spirits to. part with ſuch a Friend, whoſe 
ſingular Vertues have engag'd their Aﬀed&tions. For they having plac'd 
Bentivolio in the moſt inyard room of their Hearts, when they ſaw that 
the time of his departure was come, complain'd againſt the rgid Laws of 

L Place 
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Place, which confines us toſuch a narrow compaſs, that many times we 
have not liberty to þ& where we molt defire, They reſented a ſeparation 
from Bentiwolio, not only as a {traight Impriſonment, bur as a Cruel ſort of 
Death. Burt though Þy reaton of their Paſſion they forgot that it 1s not by 


Chance bu: Deſign that Good Men are diſpers'd upon the Earth , that like 


greater Stars mingled with ſmalier, they may [lluminate and Adorn the ru- 
der parts of the World ; yet when they recolleded themſelves, they made 
uſe of their Philolophy, and were OQbedient to thoſe Precepts which re- 
quire us to pre(Frve an Equality of Temper inall the Changes of our Lite; 
Jett by repining when ve are deprived. of ſome Benefits which we former- 
ly enjoy'd, we take an unjuſt. Occaſion to neglea our Gratitude for having 
Leen happy ſo long : And perceiving that Bextivoliv's ſtay was burdenſome, 
where he thought h1s preſence not {fo uſeful , they gave him a conſtrained 
[cave to profecute his own moſt noble Reſylutions 3 only Thraſymachres, 
who could not fo fudden!ly bear a Divorce from one whoſe Vertues had 
ſtolen away his heart, had leave to accompany him fo long as till Bextivolis 
ſhou:d dire him to return. 

| Inzanaa kept on her former Courſe, being entertain'd by ſome of her 
0:d Acquaintants , where ſhe remain'd undiſcovered a great while , and Þy 
her ſecret Negotiations corrupted the Inhabitants of Argertora: of which 
Bentivoliowas forcd, as he wentalong, to be a, ſad Witneſs. 

\s he and Thraſymachrs were riding through the Woods, with which that 
Country doth abuund,in a place where the Buſhes were thick and tall, they 
hearda doleful cry,which by reaſon of the feeble ſoftneſs of it,they gueſs d 
to be the lalt breathingz of ſome dying Perſon. Spurring forward, as they 
were directed by that ſad Call, they ſoon perceived a diſmal occaſion of 
Iuch a lamentable found ; which was a young Virgin in the hands of two 
cruel Murderers, who were appointed for the Concernments of another to 
take away her life , and hide her Body, where it ſhould be in vain for any 
toſeck it. Being come to a Place which they judg'd meet for the purpoſe; 
one of the Villains having baſe deſires of another ſort, which he meant to 
fatisfic fiyſt , was atrempting that diſhonour which the hangmen of Roxeus'd 
to perform upon Virgins before they were executed, becauſe till then 
their Law permitted them not to be put to death. The Lady was fo enfee- 
bled with crying, and itriving, and fear, that ſhe was ſcarce able to de- 
tend her (elf any longer. Pentivelis with a loud voice call'dto the Trai- 
tor, ſaying, Hold thy hands, or I will cut them off. At theſe words he 
being ſomewhat ſrarticd, and forc'd at preſent to give an unwilling obe- 
aclience, without the leaſt reſpect to one whom he judg'd much unworthy 
to ſpeak after that manner to him, reſvly'd to make him eat them up a- 
gain: but a few blows which he received made him very ſenſible of the 
jolly of his thoughts, though the death that went along with them made 
kepenrance tvo late for him. The other Villain would have ſaved himſelf 

* by fight ; butThraſymachzs purſuing him,ſpoil'd his running by a blow 
upon his right Leg. They preferv'd his Life, both that he might bea Wit- 
neſs of the Wrongs intended, and a means to diſcover the Wicked Au- 
thors of ſuch a Barbarous Plot. 

The Gent:eman who had appointed this Murder;,had ordered three Horſe- 
men to follow at an undilcern'd diſtance, to Know whether the delign 
took ere, which they were to ſecure, if it fail'd in theothers hands; 
Wickednefs being ever ſuſpitious : and they ruſhing out of a Thicket , 
made a weak cfſay to pertc& what was ſo ill begun by the other two. But 
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being encountred much contrary to their expeGation , they ſcon refpented, 
of their appearance in ſucha wicked bufineſs : for Bertiwilio ran the firſt 
throvgh the belly ; andas he was falling oft his Forſe,Thraſymackaus wace 
a ſecond, headleſs ; the third betcok himſelf to fiight, kurt kefcre Peri. 
wolto could overtake him, Fe had broke his neck , Favirg in his fearful taſte 
miſguided his Horſe into a p'ace which was full of Pitts. 

The Lady , when they were gore out of ſight, Eegan to take up ter fears 
again, which ſhe had laid aſice tefore,and not knowing whether togo, went 


-however where ſhe thought ſhe might Þeſt be ſheltredavith the darkeſt 


ſhades, They examin'd the lame fellow, who was crawling upand down, 
and he did them one more ſervice than they reſerv'd him for, by telling 
them which way ſhe was gone. Making ſpeed after Ler to perfe& her De- 
Iiverance, they ſoon overtook cne that could not go very faſt, though 
Fear drove her on beyond her ordinary pace ; and being amaz'd at the firſt 
noiſe of the Horſes feet , ſhe could ſcarce kelieve ker ſelf out of danger , 
when ſhe ſaw the faces of thoſe which reſcued her : as one that hath been 
troubled with a perplex'd Dream of Death, 1s ready to think when he 
awakes that he is but ina new Dream of Life. Put aſſured by the wards 
of their Compaſſion for her Sufferings , and Offers of their beſt aſſiſtance 
to carry her where ſhe deſired to be, and having had as much experience 
as that ſmall portion of Time could aliow of their Virtuous diſpoſition; ſhe 
recovered her Spirits, and declared at- their requeſt the reafon of that 
calamitous ſtate in which they found her, and in which ſhe had periſhed 
but for their ſeaſonable approach. Thanking Heaven and them for her 
deliverance, ſhe began thus; I am call'd * Or7phana ; my Father was a 
Gentleman of good quality in this Country , who died when I was much 
younger than I am now. My Mother having plac'd her life wholly in his, 
took ſuch a deep impreſſion of his death into her heart, that ſhe dyed fo 
ſoon after him that they were both buried together in one grave. My Fea- 
ther by his Will made a kinfinan of his my Guardian, hoping much by rea- 
ſon of a great Friendſhip which had been between them, and becauſe of 
many obligations which he had pnt upon him inhis life-time ; as alſothink- 
ing that he had ſuch a love to the ſacred right of Truſt, that he would 
faithfully preſerve my Eſtate, and do his beſt tor my happy Education. I 
my.ſelf thought ſo a great while, till I found my ſelf deceiv'd with the 
out-ſide of a fair Carriage , which in time wore off, and his in-ſide then 
appeard to be of another Nature. He had a Son of Gentle Carriage, but 
unworthy Conditions, whom he would have made ny Husband : for which 
purpoſe he had endeavoured for a long time by divers Artifices to gain my 
affe&ions forhim. Having us'd many other means to no purpole, at laſt he 
tryed Menaces , threatning in general that it ſhould be worſe for me, with- 
out adding the particular ſignifications of his meaning : But Iunderſtcod 
them too ſoon ; for after I had urg'd him with the performance of his Faith 
engag'd to my Father , by ſetling my Eſtate acgording to his Gitt, he 
ſtoop'd: toa moſt barbarous means of enjoying his will another way , and 
made uſe of the Villain who had been my ſervant to perſwade me to take 
the air in this Forreſt: What elſe they intended you know without my 

relation , having been Eye-witneſſes of the unſpeakable Wrong. But if 
you will condud@ me to the City where I dwell, the Judge, ( who knew my 

Father, and, as they ſay, 1s return'd to an exac care of Juſtice, by 

reaſon of ſome late Accidents which gave him a ſad notice of his former 

Negle&s, ) I make no doubt will deliver me from my cruel Goaler, ot 

reſtore 
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reſtore me to wy (Eſtate with the enjoyment of wy Liberty. Though 
I efteem you not ſuch as dogood that you may be requited, yet you 
ſhall ever be remembred with ſuch Honour as 1 can. poſlibly give: 
to the Reſtorers of my Life and the Preſervers of my Chaſtity. / 
Bentivolioreceiving a Confirwation of her ſtory from the lam'd Villain's 
confeſſion , ſaw ,*as he thought , a fair opportunity to ſend Thraſymachus 
back again: for though he took a true delight itt his company, yet he 
knew by this time he began to be expeGed by ſuch as diſmiſs'd him only up- 
on condition of-bis Rerurn ; ſo entreating him to perform ſuch a Civility 
as the Ladie's neceflity required, and as his ownaflairs would not well per- 
wit him to ſhow , he pray'd him toaccept of this occaſion to-return to Ky- 
kbulss , giving him a thouſand thanks for his Love. Thraſymachus encam- 
paſs'd with adouble neceſſity, both of performing what he had promiſ;'d 
and of what was fit to be done, though it was not promiſ;'d, conſtrain'd 
himfelf to leave Bextivolio againſt hjs will, and to keep his word ; vhich 
did as much grieve him, as comfort the Lady , ſeeing the inforcement of 
his affeQionate Tears a means deſtinated to the perfeGing of her Joy. . Ha- 
ving tyed the lame fellow to his Horſe , that he might give an account of 
his Errand, and mounted the Lady upon her own Beaſt , nor brought 
thither to carry her back again, Thraſpmachus took his leave of Bentive- 
lto. / | 
Bentivolio receiving no other content from his ſtay ina Country. which 
preſented him only vvith new inſtances of Inganna's Malice, except the 
pleaſure of relieving ſome that vvere out-witted by her Craft, reſo:ved 
to purſue her a little further; though he had ſought her in many places to 
no purpoſe, becauſe tboſe vvhich knew vvhere ſhe lurk*d vvould not diſ- 
cover her. He heard often where ſhe had been , but all denyed her pre- 
ſence, when he came to enquire for her where ſhe was. Ar laſt being well 
wearied , he left off his Purſuit, and took the neareſt way to Varaſembla , A vain-ſpovh. . 
wiſhing heartily that he wight travail quietly without the diſturbance of 
ſuch undeſirable Occurrences ; though he had ſome reaſon to ſuſpe& 
the Evencof his Wiſhes, amonglt ſuch people as vvillingly conceal'd In- 
anna. 
, That we do more eaſily meet the Evils we fear, than obtain the Goods 
we deſire, he preſently found by a new Experience: For coming down 
into a loneſome Dale, he ſpyed a very unequal Fight: Three gave ſo ma- 
ny blows to One, that it wasa great wonder he was able ito receive them ; 
vet having ſo many more than he delired, made him give them ſome a- 
gain: Oneof the Three ſecing Bentivolio come upon the Gallop, and ſuſ- 
peQing what he was, being taught to fear by his guilty Conſcience, never 
asKing for what he came, he gave him ſuch a Welcome with his Sword, 
that he received not much thanks for it: But Bextzvelio having drawn 
h1s >word ſo ſoon as he began to ſee he ſhould have uſe of it, gave him 
fuch a requital upon his right Arm, that he utterly ſpoy!l'd him for that 
ſort of Complement ; and that he might not be troubled with him when 
he ſhould have lefs leiſure to attend him, he cut off his other Hand too, 
having but a little before ſeen them both very ill employed. So coming 
into take part with the wrong*d Gentleman, the match was equal ; though 
he ſaw by what was done , that the two which oppreſs'd one had not on- 
ly a Mind to. hurt, but alſoa great Ability to do it ill beftow'd upon 
them. Afrer a ſhort debate, Bextivolio decided the Controverſlie; for 
one "of them, through a raſh haſte to do harm, nat taking ſufficient care to- 
F 2 Pre- 
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mo left his body not ſo well guarded , as the greatneſs of his pre- 
ſent d; required. Bexttvolio not ſlighting ſuch an Advantageyſtruck 


- him ſich a blow under the Ribs, that his Guts came forth, and diſtaablecd 


him from fighting any more. And refuſing to purſue his Victory further, 
when two ſhould fight with one, he turn'd toward the wrong'd Gentle- 
man; and ſuppoſing by the modeſty of his looks that it was no proud 
fury of a mad Challenge, he demanded what ſtrange accident had brought 
him to.ſuch an unequal engagement , and who they were'that hadſ6 
unworthily ſet upon him. Good Sir , ſaid he, be content that I de-_ 
lay to give you an Anſwer ſo long as till I may ſecure yonder fellow 
whom you have juſtly deprived of his wicked hands, from killing 
himſelf: for though I eſteem his life as lictle as he doth, yet I think he 
may d1e more ſeaſonably, and his death way be us'd to ſome better pur- 
poſe than now it can. He, it ſeems, was running his head forcibly againſt 
the ground to have broke his Neck : but that failing, he was making full 
butt againſt a Tree to daſh out his Brains. The Gentleman having re- 


. fened him from himſelf , who came thither to deſtroy him that ſaved him 


began to give an account to Bentivolio of what he ask'd. Sir, faid he, 
-1t is but juſt that I ſhould obey whatſoever you command, to whom I muſt 
ever Owe my life. This fellow whoſe hands you have cut off, is call'd 
Dutogynes ; and though he was a Gentleman born, I way not falfly call him 
a Woman's-flave , for he hathunworthily devoted himſelf to the unjuſt plea- 
ſure of a cruel ſtep-mother of mine , and I am affraid that he came hither 
to day by her order to do the laſt of wany diſſervices which I have recei- 
ved from her by his hands. The other whom you have unbowell'd is nam'd 
eMiſokalon. T never wrong'd him, that I know of, or gave him any ſuch 
provocation that requir'd ſatisfa&ion by my' Ruine; only I t0OK notice of 
a great change in his carriage towards me, after I had reprov'd him for his 
Imtempetate life, and refus'd to aſſiſt him once ina moſt unrighteous deſign 
of betraying an Innocent perſon. This other Gentleman I do not know 
ſowellas to beable to tell you who he ts, having ſeenhim very ſeldom, if 
"more than once in all my life: and I cannot but wonder how he came in- 
gaged in this unexpected quarrel with me , who never wrong'd him in the 
leaſt inſtance. p | 
Sir, faid the Gentleman , I would you had for ever been 1gnorant of me, 
for then I ſhould not have been found in this unworthy Action : But if you 
will ſo far forgive me as to hear the Cauſe , you will more ealily pardon 
the Effe&, My name is Abwlus: I have for ſome time made love to. a 
young Gentlewoman , which dwells in a houſe where you have ſometimes 
viſited her Brother. One of the ſervants , this Miſokalon here pretended a 
great love tome, 'and would needs take me aſide one day to impart ſome- 
thing to me which did nearly concern me ; which was, that you were my 
Rival , but managed your Aﬀe&ions ſo unhandſomly, that when you viſit- 
ed her under pretence of ſeeing her Brother , you had given a Character 


_ of my ſelf which fitted none but the baſeſt of perſons; laying ſeveral 


things tomy charge , which I did never ſo much as think of before. He 
told me, If I deſired the uſual ſatisfaction, I might have opportunity to 
ask it in this place : for that he knew you had appointed to be here to day 
upon ſome other occaſions. Thzs brought me hither alone: but whac 
Miſokalon came for, or how that man. knew of my intentions, [ underſtand 
not. Only after I had engaged , they came in ba!barouſly upon ſowe 


 deſignof their own, though I earneſtly deſired chem to defiſt, as you know. 


Dulog ynes 
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* Dulogynes ſeeing the Truth ſo far reveal'd, and not caring what efteds the 
| full difeovery might work upon one that was weary of his life, confeſs'd 
that heand M:ſokalez had p'otted the buſineſs ; but that it was wholly to 
gratifie the Gentleman's Mother-1n-Law, who had applied Miſokalon's hatred 
againſt him to ſerve her own Revengeful heart : upon promiſe of Rewards 
they had enga$'d, Abulus to do that which they durſt not undertake of PV x 
themſelves , by waking him an enemy upon his own ſcore with feign'd ,,1v en. 
Stories. . 
Bertivolio being well aſſured that this Myſtery had many confiderable 
pieces not yet related, deſir'd the wrong'd(Gentleman to perfedt the report, 
that he might more fully underſtand the particulars of that Cauſe, of which 
he knew ſo much in the General , that he was ſure he had taken his part 
juſtly. The Gentlemananſwer'd, I am an unfortunate inſtance of the un- 
happineſsof Second Marriages. As the World hath fo far underſtood 
« the miſchicf of Polygamy, which ruineth Families with a promiſcuous brood 
of ſeveral Wives, and keeps them in the everlaſting Fire of Emulations 
and Hatred, that it hath wiſely turn'd it out of moſt Nations by ſevere 
| puniſhments, and uſually deathenjoyn'd by wholeſome Laws : fo I ſhould 
think they did prudently , if they took alittle more care to prevent the 
hurt of Second Marriages , where the deceaſed Parent hath lefc a confide- 
rablenumber of Children. For in that caſe it is accompanied with moſt 
of the fore-mentioned miſchiefs, Fealows Fears, Suſpicions encreas'd by ſuſ- 
picions , mutual Hatreds , andcruel Undermining of the Intereſts of the for- 
wer Brood. By which means a Step-deme is become a name of Reproach , 
and diſhonourable Application , being ſeldom deſtitute of an 2 Nature ; 
except inan inconliderable number , who are endued with rare Vertue. I 
did never wonder that the King of Glory requir'd the Honourable Miniſters 
of his Kingdom to be ſuch as could govern their own Families well; for it 
was fit they ſhould give a proof of their abilities for his ſervice by the ex- 
emplary order of their own Houſes: but I underſtood not why he would 
have them the Husbands of one Wife : but when I conſidered the difficulty 
of Exemplarineſs in any thing but Diſorder , in Families which confoun- 
ded two diſtin& generations of Children , whoſe intereſts are much ſepa- 
rated by the Second Wite, I admired the excellent coherence of his moſt 
prudent Rules. | 
Pardon, Good Sir, If I ſpeak more feelingly , where I am too much 
concern'd : for not only this days Intentions, but the reſt of my Miſ- 
fortunes began in a Step-mother. My own Mother having departed 
this Worid not many years after ſhe had brought into it my ſelf and a 
Siſter , my Father in a ſhort ſpace married a young Woman ; of com- 
petent Beauty, and reported for Vertuous, more than our Obſervation 
can wake good ; by whomhe haddivers Children. $he being very Cove- [ 
tous, cniavourcd what ſhe could to advance their Eſtate above ours ; and | | 
finding that task ſomething hard, unleſs ſhe could remove us: aut of the 
way, ſhereſolv'd to try what might be done as to that. SHETyon diſ patch'd 
my Siſter, partly with the abuſes of evil Servants, which were & far ac- 
cepiabie to her as they were offenſive to my Siſter, and partly by framing 
malic:ous Repreſentations of her tomy Father : Þy which means ſhe was 
often reprov d for no other cauſe, but that my Mother-in-Law hop'd that 
it wou.d help to break her heart, When ſhe was gone, there was but one 


wore to diſpoſe of, and that was wy ſe:f. Of this Deſign ſhe wade ſinall 
ſtow by any of her ations which lay open to common Cenfure ; her pub- 
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lick Carriage was as afteGionate as the natural love of Mothers uſeth to 
Put on; and ſomething more, that the overplus of Appearance might ſhade 
the defe& of Reality: and though ſhe tryed by all means, which ſhe 
thought available, to diſaffet my Father towards me, yet her more pub- 
lick ſpeeches feew'd wholly to be direGed to procure and maintain a very 
good opimon of me in his mind. But ſhe had ſervants kutbr'd to wake 
him-believe that I was a ſcorner of his Choice, and a hater cf his Marci- 
age : and4hey made me the Author of Reports againſt her , which he knew 
to be falſe,that he might belteveevery thing to be true which was faid again{t 
me. To be fhort, thedifaffections which they had planted in him towards 
me, by their inceffant wproving them with freſh arguments of their rea- 
fonablenefs, grew to that heigth, that I was difinherited : which though 
it was moſt afflicgive, ariſing from ſuch groundleſs cauſes, and brought on 
by a mot hateful perſon ; yet upon conſideration of my Father's Inno- 
cence abus'd, and the relation by which I was taught indiſpenſable Obedi- 
ence, I made a ſhift to ſwallow it ; and having been for a good while ac- 
cuſton'd to fuch Diet, I began more eaſily to digeſt it. My Acverſary 
enrag'd to ſee every envenom'd Dart caft in vain Þy the forementfhn'd 
hands, reſolv'd to take another courſe, fearing leaft her Plot ſhould be 
diſcovered , fince it was ſo long before ſhe cou'd pur it in a& ; and there- 
fore, as I now perceive, to diſpatch the buſineſs, ſhe had by poyſonous in- 
ſinuations endeavour'd to make this Innocent Gentieman thirſty for nry 
guiltleſs blood. They made a fine Tale indeed of my being his Rival in 
affecions to a Lady with whom I never talk'd privately in my life ; and in- 
deed by reaſon of the difcour ts which I apprehended from being diſ- 


* A HaterJof inherited, I abandon'dall thoughts of Eove to her or any eife. * Miſokalor, 


Goddneſs. 


Ls A raſh mann. 


to procure this unhappy Meeting, invited me toa private Hunting in this 
place; and perceiving this Gewt/eman, whom they had abys'd, not come, in 
whoſe courage it ſeerhis they truſted more than their own ,” they pretended 
to g0 toa Gentlemar's Houſe to haſten his coming, and to fetch away the 
Dogs,deliring me to entertain my ſelf in the Valley ; where from ſome Stand 
which they had, they had no ſooner eſpied me engap'd, but they came in 
with diſhonourable aſſiſtance, not to help this Gentleman, but to ruine me, 
and fatisfie wy Wicked Mother. And wasI, faid the woful * Abulws, the 
only Inſtrument which this Deviliſh Woman could ſingle out for her laſt a& 
of Villany ? All-knowing Power , which art Witneſs of my Innocence, 
take not Vengeance of wy Ignorance ,, forgive my raſhneſs, and grant me 
with more ſober Prudetice tognide my future undertakings. And for the 
wrong which 1 have through indiſcretion done to you, ſaid he, turning his 
ſpeech to the Gentlemay, I offer beſides the hearty repentance of my Error, 
ſuch other ſatisfaction as you ſhall require. Nothingelſe, repiyed he; but 
that for the future you would continue to love one whom you would not 
bave hated but for Miſinformation. I do alſo beſeech you, ſaid he to Bex- 
trvolin, of whom I know nothing but Courage and Pity, to accompany me 
to the Town which is not far off, ' that you may be a means to procure me 
that Juſtice which I doubt not may be had eafily through the aſliltance of 
your Teſtimonies : both kecauſe my Father 1s of ſo good a Nature that he 
loves Truth , and hath ſo much reaſon left as to underfitandit, when it 1s 
aptly reveal'd to him, and becauſe the Judge who is lately ſent hither,1s ſuch 
a true Lover of Juſtice, *that he wil ſpare no Offender for any Perſonal 

Conſiderations. His coming was occafion'd by the removal of his Prede- 

cellor, who was ſo over-aw'd by the Intereſt of a great Courtier, cali'd 

Forzario, 
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Fecub , that no Cauſe was ever heard till he knew his Opinion of it ; or 
if it was, and the Evidence never fo clear, yet they cou'd get no SENLENCE 
againſt For2ar10's friends: by which means poor men, crucified with Ex- 
pectation , car'd not what became of their Cauſes, fince they could bring 
them to no concluſion notwithſtanding their oſt confitant endeavours. But 
when his Patron Forzario was gone , the wrong d people procurcd a Pu- 
niſhment to be appointed for hin with ſome reſemblance of his Sin ; for 
he was hung up alive with a line run through the Anklesof both his Feet , 
to be tormented between Life and Death, as others had been by his means 
between Hope and Doubt. 

VVhen they were come to the City, they went diredly to the Preſident, 
accompanied with nultitudes of peop.e , who were aſtoniſh'd at the la- 
mentable ſight of perſons beſprinkled with Blood, and the Fellow with 
his Hands cut off. The Preſident ſeeing Bextivolio with the reſt, receivec 
him in moſt courteous manner, as well remembring what kind of Perſon he 
had diſcovered himſelf in Erotocles buſineſs : but he deſiring the Prelident 
to omit all Cerem-nies concerning himſelf, pray'd him to take cognizance 
of an eminent piece of VVickedneſs , which would require a moſt ſei mm - 
Caſtigation. £0 having produced « Abulus, who related all that he knew , One? 
and» Dulogynes who was willing to ſay any thing which might he'p to put > 4 womas's 
him out of his pain, having accuſed < Axtimater tor contriving the buſineſs, poi NE 
and hiring them to do it, ſhe was forthwith ſent for : the people being much -* Tm 
ſtartled, that one eſteem'd very Virtuous ſhould appear by her Actions ſo 
contrary to the general opinion. 

*Gynecens, the Gentleman's Father, who was prefent, was equally trou- 4 Womaniſh,or 
bled with the Prefidiouſneſs of his Wife, and the Innocence of his SON. An- oe a ns 
timater Vext with the ill ſucceſs of her Delign, which ſhe now gave for loſt, © 
took a glaſs of Poyſon which ſhe had kept as her laſt remedy, for her Son, 
if the Plot fail'd, and ſhe not diſcovered, or for her ſelf; if ſhe ſhould hap- 

en to be reveal'd. So doing Execution upon her ſelf with this, ſhe pre- 
vented the Judge's Sentence. The Father was clear'd asto the murderous — - 
Plot, only rebuk'd fora doting Credulity , and ordered, for a prevention 
of ſuch other miſchiefs as his Son. had already ſuftered, to ſettle his Eſtate 
upon him, and to marry no more whil'it he lived. Bemntivolio interceded 
for Abulus, becauſe he was betrayed , whom the young Gentleman alſo free- 
ly forgave. Dulogynes was condemn'd to be put into a Sack with the com- 
Þanion of his treachery, and to be thrown down from the Tower of the Ci- 
Ly into a great Lake which was before it. 

Bentivolio having ſeen a good concluſion of a troubleſome buſineſs, and 
being now near the borders of Vaxaſembla, his deſires to meet his Friends, 4vain-/trw. 
grew vigorous, mich after the manner of Travellers, who mend their pace 
when they. come within ſight of their wiſh'd Home. , But the Heat of the 
day having ſpent his ſpirits, he was compell'd by wearineſs to make a ſina'] 
{tay upon the way, and pying a Rock out of whoſe ſide a Spring pour'd 
it ſelf upona broad Stone, which witha continued Stream it had hollowed 
into the torm of an Artificial Ciſtern, and kept it fill full with liquid Cry-- 
tal inſtead of the Stone Which it had worn away ; and ſeeing a Poplar which 
invited him with a deleQable ſhade, he fate down : and as he was conſide- 
ring the Þeauty of his ſolitary Retirement, and givir#"thanks to 
the benign Lord of the VVorld , who had by his merciful VViſdom 
wade ſy many comfortable Receptacles for the VVeary , he was di- 
verted by the ſound of. a Voice from the further ſide of tte Rock , ſo 

form'd 
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form'd that it was a lively Expreſſion of Sorrow and Anger. A Gentleman 
and his Wife, great ſharers in thoſe ſufferings which very few could cſca pe 
in that unjuſt Country , had by chance repos'd themſelves in that place. 
The Gentlewoman deeply aftected with their preſent Calamity, which was 
much encreas'd with a freſh remembrance of their former Happineſs, and 
looking upon the Impunity of their Oppreſlors as a great ſcandal to the 
Divine Government , ſhe tranſcended the common aſle&ionateneſs of her 
*X, and delivered the reſenynent of her own and others Aﬀlictions in ſuch 
unuſual Language , that it did ſufficiently declare that ſhe was tranſported 
with extraordinary Paſſion. Her Words were theſe : : 
O ſluggiſh Earth! canſt thou bear the Unrighteons with ſo much Pati- 
ence ? Open thy meuth and ſwallow up the Wicked. O aull Sra! why 
doſt thou not, as of old , break through thy Flood-gates, axd drown the 
Ungodly 2 Hide theſe ſinners in your Ruines , ye mighty Hills. But theſe 
Rocks are deaf. Fall down from Heaven, thou Fire of God. Where 
are you, Hot Thunderbolts? You mortal Plagues, where ever you ſleep, 
awake and ſeiſe upon or not worthy to be ſpared a minute longer. 
Riſe up, you wildeſt of the Beaſts, and make your prey of ſuch as are more 
Beaſts than any that Ranyve in Forreſts. How ſlow they come ? Alas ! 
Alas ! O Horrible and General Revolt of the Ingrateful and Cowardly 
Creation , when none dare appear to Revenpe the wrono'd Creator ! O 
fooliſh Sun! doſt thou vouchſafe toſhine, aud warm ſuch as ſin in aefi- 
ance of Patience ? Oe Moon, be thou turn'd into a Sea of blood, ana 
then fall down upon the Incorrigible Earth. Te fiery Starrs, pour ont your 
moſt deſtruttive influences upon ſuch as ſollicite puniſhment with the laſt 
proofs of extream Diſobedtence. But ſinners muſt be confirm'd by Impu- 
nity, when thoſe which ought toinflict Puniſhment have joyn'd in ther 


lewd Conſpiracy. O God! O God! 


"There ſhe ceas'd, for her Husband interrupted her with a voice which 
was gentle in it ſelf, andcarried ſuch words as one would never have ex- 
peced for an anſwer to the foregoing Exclamations, which ſeem'd not on- 
ly paſſionate , but juſt. He ſpoke thus : 


Hold, held, Nemeſis. Let none be ſo angry in Goas behalf. It becomes 
him to the e Merciful, and alſo to endure the Unthankful. Muſt he ſtrike 
Juſt at thoſe Minutes which Sinners point to with the follies of diſobedi- 
ence? Feeble Woman ! he can bear with Fools more eaſily, it ſeems, thay 
thou canſt conſider it. Thoſe Unrighteous people , of whom thou doſt com:- 
plain, have abuſed Goodneſs : but that Goodneſs is not ſo impotent as to 

to immediate Revenge. He takes not the forfeitures of careleſs 
debtors , but will accept of payment , though it come after the day when 
zt us firſt due. He will not ruine the Treſpaſſer as ſoon as he hath given 
bim Cauſe ; no, though he hath put Wilfulneſs into the offence ; it he 
break hu heart with the confideration of his {uworthineſs, and ſeek 
Mercy with a chang'd Soul ; It becomes him to forgive, who hath com- 
manded others to do ſo : and what He remits , who ſhall require? He 
knows when it is fit to puniſh the Impenitent ; and if they ſin longer, 
have they not ſuffered a great part of their Miſery * He will affliff this 
Wicked World: the Proſperity of the Ungodly hath its Period : Before 
He end all things, He will overcome the Evil ſpirit which now- 
YOIWNS, 
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Yergns- Alt powerful Goodneſs and invincible Charity ſhall caſt Force and 
Fraud into a bottomleſs pit : but becauſe He hath not a mind todo theſe things 
preſently, let us depart with ſilence. 


Bentivolio diſcerning the Reaſonableneſ: $ of this Anſ wer to have taken off 
all thoſe Obje&ions which diſquieted his mind, when he confider'd the 
vile ſtate of Argerntora , diſiniſt his troubleſome thoughts ; and was now on- Bb State of 
ly ſollicitous how he might find the neareſt way to the Metropolis of Vana- aqua 1 
.£ Hypecrity- 
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R A NI A having dilmiſs'd Pextivolio, taking * 
with her the moſt Vertuous * Panaretrs , went 
the higher way which leads towards the plea- 
ſant Hills of Pizaceyza. The freſh Breezes of 
healthful Air, joyn'd with the pleaſure of a 
moſt delecable Situation and the fertility of 
rich Fields , aſſured them that the Country 
was call'd by a moſt proper name. When 
they were come a few miles within the Por- 
ders, Uraxia began to be oppreſs'd with ſuch 
an extraordinary Drowſineſs , that ſhe could 

very hardly keep her eyes open. Whilſt they wondred what ſhould be 
the cauſe, they ſpied the Grounds before them all covered with Poppies 
. which grew there in ſuch plenty that it was ſufficient to caſt all the VVorld 
into a dead ſleep. To keep themſelves awake they were forc'd to mend 
their pace, which ſoon brought them to the edg of a Plain, from whence 
they might.beholda City , which was oneof the moſt beautiful, as they 
could gueſs at that diſtance , that ever they beheld. That they might un- 
derſtand the Conditions of the People, and furniſh themſelves . the better 
for a wary paſſage through the Country ; U#rania defired Panaretus to go a 
Mittle before, to try what diſcovery he could make. She repos'd her ſelf 
inthe mean-while under the covert of ſome broad Sycamores , whither ſhe 
appointed him to return to her. Having ſate down upon the rcot of a Tree 

| that 
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that form'd 5t ſelf intoa natural ſeat, ether through wearinets of her Jour: 
ney , or that her Brains were aflected with the. fent of ſoporifterous Herb# 
which grew hard by her, ſhe fell aiteep, and dream'd, That ſhe receiv'd 
deadly poyſon in a Cup of pleaſant Liquor, which one had given her to 

vench a violent thirlt which had ſeiz'd upon her; and as ſhe had dranl: 
part of it, Panaretns {truck the reſt out of her hand , and KNOWING well 
the Eflecs which would ſhortly fol'ow, if not tinely prevented, gave 
her an Azxtidote which preſery d her from all danger. rhe Dream was too 
real a repreſentation'of her preſent Cafe : for, juſt as Pazaretgs return'd, a 
Serpent had crept out of the neighbouring Graſs, and was making towards 
her ; which Paxaretus efpying, made what haſte he micht after her, ca'ling, 
{{rania, Uyania, ſafe your (elf! By that time he had drawn his Sword, the 
Serpent well aware of her purſuer turn'd head, and contracting her long, 
Neck into a ſhorter compaſs, bolted her felr at his kace. Paxaretus de- 
f-ated that Malice, and withal beſtowed ſuch a blow upon that part of the 
Neck where the Head 1s joyn'd immediately to it,that he divorc'd one f. 0:11 
the other. 

By this Prelnainm they gueſs'd to what Key the reſt of the Muſick was 
ſer, which they were to expect in Pzacenza; of which they were more al> Heaſure, 
ſured by what happen'd to Panaretus. Before he could reach the City, he 
came to a beautiful Walk where ſhady Trees were ſoy decently plac'd, that 
his Eyes ſtay'd his Feet , that he might have more time to behold, in a.moſt 
excel.cnt inſtance, Nature wade perfectly obedient tothe Orders of Art, 
and both conſpiring to make one ſtand ſt1}] with the allurements of a VValic. 

As he was entertaining his Fancy with the lovely order, proportionable 
growth, and wonderful height of green Trees, he was ſurpriz'd with a dole- 
ful Voice, which ſeem'd to come from one whom Violence made to com- 
Plain : andit was ſo exquititely form*d to ſhow extremity of Gricf, thac 
anv which heard it would imagin that one not. far off ſuffer*'d ſomething 
worſe than death. The courteous diſpoſition of Panaretus drew him out of his 
way to relieve, as he intended, the diſtreſs'd Wizhte, The Buſkes thorow 
which he was to paſs were intricate as a Labyrinth ; but the Voice ſery*d for 
a Clue, and by that direction he arriv'd, where he ſaw a VVoman of more than 
ordinary Beauty , which diſplay'd it ſelf more openly, as ſhe ſeem'd dc- 
ſpoied of her Garments, which were torn off ſ\ arcificially, that one 
might weil perceive thoſe ſhreds that remain'd on, were not intended to 
hide her body. Panaretus was amaz'd at this uncouth Viſion, for ſhe had 48 rerino--. 
ſcarceſo muchuſe of Clothing aseven Cruelty doth often leave in pity to : 
Modeſty. She pretended by tearing her Hair, Weeping, and many paſti- 
onate words, to continue the former Trapick Lamentation. Of which 
when Panaretus demanded the cauſe, ſhe ſaid, - A Villain had Cf urpriz?*d hey 
as ſhe was ina loneſome Walk, and after ſuch uſage as he might perceiv« 
beſtow'd upon her , hearing ſome body come through the Buſhes , he-ran 
away : jand ſince he had ſo happily arriv'd to her ſuccour, ſhe pray'd him, 
le!t her Enemy had only retreated to watch his advantage, that he would c- . 
coupany her to a Lodge which belong'd toa Houſe of hersnot far of, P :» - 
aretis believing allthis to be real, conducts her to the Lodge , Which he 
found more like a Palace than ſuch a mean Appurtenance as Lodges uſe to be 
to the principai eMaxſron. For it was ſituate in the midſt of a fair Garden, 
adorn'd with rich Statutes and watred with pleaſant Rivulets, which ſeew'd 
to have {11d into It unawares , and went up and down winding to ſeek their 
Way Out again, Within, there were large Roows ſo nobly furniſh'd, that 
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he thought if this was a Loage, he was utterly ignorant of proportions by 
which he might gueſs at the Palace. 

He had been there but a little while before he was made to underſtand 
where he was, and to what end he was brought thither ; which did ſo rect:- 
fie his apprehenſions, that he ſaw plainly now that he had more need to re- 
lieve himſelf than others. The Gentkewoman having brought him into her 
Bed-chamber, offexed him ſuch uncivil Courtefies, that he was fain to tell 
her he ſhould much rather chuſe to die than to receive them. She replied, 
And one of the two you mult chuſe, And, Is it poſlible, ſaid he, that any 
Woman can beſo Ingrateful, as to threaten to take away life from one 
who was willing but a littTe before to have given it for her preſervation ? 
Can any Woman be ſo Inmodeſt , as to offer Violence to his Chaſtity who 
ofter'd his ſervice with his own utmoſt peril , as he thought, inthe defence 
of hers ? It cannot be that you ſhould ſpeak theſe words as an unworthy 
demand, but withan intention of making a tryal of my Temper ; and that 
I ſhall further aſſure you to be much averſe from all Unchaſtity by ſpeedy 
abandoning the danger of Tentation. - With which words he haſtily turn'd: 
about and went out of the room, not doubting but they are the moſt Wick- 
ed of Sinners which do alſo tempt other. Before he could reach the Stairs 
he was accoſted with two Arn''d men, whom ſhe had call'd up with the 
ſound of a ſhrill Whiſtle which was tyed at her wriſt : and then he was 
forc'd to produce Arguments of another fort to defend hunſelf. Having 
drawn his Sword , he retreated to one ſide of the Room, that he mighc 
have both his Enemies before him. They being very confident that they 
had to do with a young Souldier, his face bearing yet but very little ſhew 
of years, made more bold with him than was to their Comfort : for he 
guarded himſelf ſo well, and watch'd their i!|-manag'd Fiercenels ſo nar- 


' rTowly , that he had opportunity to ſtrike one of the Villains ſo full over 


the face, that he made both his Eyes uſeleſs ; and though he could not ſee 
what he did , he had a great mind ro do ſomething, and would needs run 
in upon his adverfary , who held his Sword ſo advantageouſly , that the 
Aſfaſſinate put his heart upon the point of it. His Companion ſeeing hin- 
ſelf ſingly engaged, deſpair*'d of ſafety any way but by his Feet, and 
therefore betook himſelf to them ; but before he got the ſecond ſtaire, Par- 
aretis ſtruck off his Head, which was ſoon at the bottom of the ſteps, and, 
the Body , keeping its former pace , made what haſte it could after it. The 
Gentlewoman ſomething angry that her men were ſo long about a ſhort work, 
as ſhe eſteem'd this, came forth to chide them : but finding her expeGat1- 
ons utterly undone , ſhe began to ſink with*fear, leſt in a rage Panaretus 
ſhould ſend her to Hell after them. Though ſhe had little ſtrength by rea- 
ſon of fear, and no Goodneſs, ſhe made a ſhift to light upon her knees ; 
and as ſhe was gaing to beg her life, * Panaretas deſiring to be free from her 


-- wicked language, in what form ſoever ſhe ſhould expreſs her impure <ou!, 
- interrupted her thus 3 No, deviliſh Woman, who haſt married ſhameleſs Luſt 


and barbarous Cruelty ina crafty Sou], do not think that I will be thy Ex- 
ecutioner : The ground will not receive thy filthy Blood, though it were 
not diſhonourable forme to kill a VVoman ; and Death is too eaſie a puniſh- 
ment for thee. I abandon thee to be tormented alive with thy own wic- 
ked Conſcience; when thetime ſhall come that Death muſt tranſmit thee to 
other Tormenters, being weary of thy intolerable ſelf, I do'!1bt not but 


thou wilt cut off thy own loathed life, 
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co returning to ſeek the way out of this curſed place,and having found the 
former path, he utterly gave overall thoughts of going any further at pre- 
nt, having too much news already to report to Urarie of his dangeraus 
urDEY. 
Jp The conſideration of theſe unhappy Prognoſticks made her demur a lit- 
cle concerning their progreſs. VVhere Danger is waniteſt, it is the grea- 
icſt folly inthe V Vorld to ruſh upon it. And where the conſequence of 
keing worſted is moſt extreamly important , It 1s good to examine Ones 
ſtreng:h. Tt is no piece of Vaiour to court Tentations. Sometimes they 
began tO bethink themſelves of the graunds of their journey ; and though 
they found them correſpondent to true V Vail doin , yet they doubted whe- 
ther their way lay through Pzacezzs : then caſting in thelr minds what Ha- 
-2rds they ſhould run of being overcame where invitations were ſo Potent, 
and what Outrages they might ſuffer where the reſiſtance would be vio- 
Icnt, they began to take counſel how to avoid this Country, and go ſome _ 
other way to Vanaſembla ; eſpecially when they remembred how many had 4 vain-ſhexg. 
miſcarricd in this unfortunate Country. But being gone ſo far that they 
knelr not well hove to-turn out of the way, being incompaſs'd on ane fide _ 
with a high Rock call'd * Hylotes, and on the other ſide with a deep River Mey ur 
call'd 2 Prraſmus, and knowing the way was paſſable, though it requi- Thing. 
red care, having beenus'd to dangers with good ſucceſs, and reflecting * 7mvatvos. 
upon the Purity of their Intentions, their ſpotleſ, Innocence and fix*d Re- 
ſolutions, truſting in the aſſiſtanceof the God of pure Love, unto whom 
they had devoted their Souls, after hearty prayers for his happy gui- 
dance, they reſolv'd to venture forward. So leavingthe beaten Rode, they 
came to a place where ſteep Rocks, dark Shades, and perfect Silence ftruck 
them with a ſacred horror. As they wandred up and down to pleaſe them- 
ves with the ſimplicity of that negle&ed place, near to a filyer Brook 
- which crept along by the feet of the Rocks they ſpied a little Cottage, 
where one Paxcrates had retired to make his ſalitary dwelling, and to en- One whe bath 
joy the freedom of that peaceful life which 1s not .to be found in runultu- —_— bia 
ous Towns. He was at firſt ſomething in doubt of the meaning of this un- pallions, 
expeged Viſit , becauſe he thought himſelf diſcover'd in the ſecurg priva- 
cy of his loneſomneſs by ſome of Pigcewze, who hated him and his way of Pleaſure: 
life. VVhilſt they ſtoodas wuch wondringat the ſober countenance of a 
Poor man , and the chearful looks of one that ſeem'd very meanly accom- 
modated , he demanded of them the reaſon of their acceſs into that £9- 
litude, to which no common Path gave them direction ; or what they 
"could exped in a place, which all others ſhun'd , becauſe it ſeem'd ur- 
terly barren of Delight. Hranis wade anſwer, We came not hither, Fa- 
ther, either becauſe we loſt our way, or thar we defire qur preſence 
ſhould give yau any Interruption. We have never met with any great ſa- 
tisfation in common paths , nor are altogether upacquainted with thoſe 
Contentwents that are moſt eaſily had where the Multitude doth leaſt 
think. We know that the pleaſures of Retirement are cover'd with the 
: rough ſurface of Auſterity and outward appearances of ſad Melancholly , 
3 from ſuch a3 rave choſen Senſuality for their Portion : -but the Joyes which 
are conceaFd under thoſe unlikely appearances are eaſily found out Þy the 
Lovers of God, for whom they are reſerv'd, and who know that they are | 'q 
4 the Subſtance of that Felicity of which all other things, which the caſte [ 
= part of the world admire, are ſcarce a ſhadow. Pancrates rearing them it 
ſpeak afcer that faſhion , Was 09 gtherwiſe affected with their words than a 


Muſical 
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Muſical ear is with ſome ſele& Harmony ; and perceiving they had another 
preſence than the vain lightneſs of Pzacenz4 doth produce, he had as great 


a deſire to entertain diſcourſe with them, as they had to underſtand how he 


paſ3'd his time in that ſilent deſart. He invited them into his Cell , which 
was homely, but clean ; and beſides the Rooms which ſerv'd him from all or- 
dinary occaſions of life , he had another where he perform'd his Religious 
Aﬀairs. He gave them bread , Herbs, and Water ; a preat repaſt to ſuch 
who never cared for dainties, and were at preſent very hungry and thirſty. 
Having learn'd of them their purpoſe, at their requeſt he told them where 
they were, the conditions of the People amongſt whom they were to tra- 
vail , and faid, If they would not deſpiſe the humble Counſel of a Poor 
man, he would dired them to eſcape ſome dangers which they muſt expect: 
and with a Modeſt but Ere& Countenance, he began afrer this man- 
Ner. 

This Country 1s call'd * Pt«cenz4; and inoſt juſtly, for the Inhabitants 
count Pleaſure the chief Good. They make account, that the Pody (is much 
betterthan the Soul, whoſe Sear they eſteem to be the Belly, having no great 
ſenſe or reF; f any of its operations, but what they perceive there : 
they ſuppagF.vas put into the Body only to keep it ſweet, and to make it 
capableof enjoying Pleaſure , for which they would not think it beholden 
to the Soul neither , but that they judg thedead deprived of Joy. They ac- 
knowledg no other definition of the Soul but A ſprightly Temper of body. They 
zudg that rhere are but two chief Aﬀecions In the Soul, which they call 
Foy and Grief; and that the firſt 1s Vertue , and the ſecond Vice. They be- 
lieveall things which have Foy, Love, and Delight in them, and wherethe 
Objettsare ſenſual, to be Good; and that whatſoever hath Care, Fear or 
Labour init, 15 Naught, and that it was made by the Dew, if there be a- 
ny ; of which ſometimes they will expreſs themſelves very doubtfully.They 
affirm confidently that all Pleaſant things were made only to allure us, and 


- that we ought not to think any think lawful which pleaſeth us. They aſſert 
' the Soub-t&i be e Mortal ; which they do with the more carneſtneſs, becauſe 


they would have itſo ; and deny that there is any happy ſtate to come after 
this life , becauſe they know they ſhall have no ſhare in it. They are ſv 


 immers'd in Fleſh, that they underſtand not what they ſhould do out of the 


Boay, and therefore deny that there are any Sprrits. Its areceived Opi- 
nion with themall , that what is not Boay is Nothing. They ſtick not to 
ſay openly , that the name of Goa was invented by Fear, and made uſe of 
by Polititians to keep ſuperſtitious peop:e in awe: the Reaſon of which 
is, theyare ſo ſtupified by a brutiſh life , that they neither mind the ſofc 
voiceof God , which ſpeaks concerning Him in the bottom of their own 
Souls, nor hear the loud teſtimony of. his Goodneſs, Wiſdom, and Power 
which his moſt Excellent Creation , the well-ordered World, doth con- 
ſtantly give. Thereare two things which they cannot -e11dure to think of, 
O14 Age, and Death; but when they do, It. 15 to improve their Luxury by 
a more greedy fruition of that which will not laſt alwayes. Ple«ſure being 
the End of their hopes, they take ſome pains to accompliſh it ; al! the reſt 
of: their life being ſpent in Idleneſs: and they are ſoin love withir, that 
they count it a great pleaſure to do nothing ; and indeed it is but little that 
they are good for. They 1 pengheir time in laſcivious Dances , and amo- 
rous dalliance , and talk frequently of ſuch things as Nature, where it is 
not perverted, bluſheth at. They drink ſo'far beyond all reaſonable mea- 
ſures, as if Temperance were a thing capable of being drown'd : and they 
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do ſo perfealy abhor all moderate ailowances in eating, that they deſpile 
that Health for which they muſt be beholden to reſtrained Appetite, They: 
Gn in defiance of the Creator's Liberality ; for he hath forbidden nothing 
but that which hurts us. VVith theſe and other Inſtances of furiozs Luſt 
they do ſooppreſs the Body, , that 1t 15 wearicd out with their Excefles. 
They flecp away the reſt of their rime, that they may be litter tolin; and 
it ſerves ſome of* them for a diverſion, becauſe it draws a thin Curtain be- 
tween them and the remembrance of their daily Exorbitancies. They vex 
that part of the morning that they are awake , with waking It a tedious at- 
tendant upon their dreſſing themſelves; which they perform In a mainer 
ſo ridiculouſly gaudy , as 1f they fear'd their vanity would not be known 
Lut for the ſuperiuicy of ſlight Ornaments. They know noabſurdity but 
2 want of outward behaviour, which they, not contenting themſe:ves 
with the natural decencies of prudent carriage, do vary many times ac- 
cordin? to the contemptible humour of their phantaſtical dancing-Maſters. 
They are much given to the emptineſs of Complement , and: Flattery 15 a 
Carclinal Vertue. Luſt is.the Root of their flight Loves, for they ac- 
inowledg no Friendſhip but Concupiſcence. They are ignorant of Choice, 
Leing afiraid that Knowiedg would torment them. In ſhort, they live to 
no purpoſe, but to kill that Remainder of life which 1s in them ; and their 
Sins are their own puniſhments. 

For your ſafe paſſage it will be requiſite that you keep a ſtrict guard up 
on your Eyes and Ears: for they will attempt by wicked Arts to wake c 
them Inſtruments of your harm. Drink nothing preſented to you ina gold- 
en Cup ; for they give their deadly Poiſon inthe form of Delicious VVine, 
VVhen your Senſes begin to be ſeiz'd upon with delecable Objeds, hearken p 
preſently toa ſoft Voice, which, from within your boſomes, will te] you 
what you ſhould do. Be ſure you never retire intoany of their privacies; 
for there they have ſuch a ſort of Nets, wade of inviſible VVires, as Vulcan 
15d to entang'e © Mays and Venus when he made a {port of them to thc 
Gods. If youaccept of any entertainment,or taſte the Fruits of the Coun» 
try, be as quickand wary as the Dogs of egypt when they drink of the 
River NV4us. In the cloſe of his talk he ſaid , There is one thing that I mighr 
turther remember, though I need not inform ſuch as are inſtructed by their 
own Prudence, That the thoughts of the Country whither you are going 
are of {uch rare Vertue, that 1f you repeat them often , ycu Will never 


endure to ſtay long in Pzacenza , much lefs be taken with the muddy de- 
lights of ir, 


k.Y 


Thus * Paxcrates ended his talk. WHrania and Paxarctus having ſtay'd 9 who hats 
here two dayes, being much pleas'd with the VViſdom of Paxcrates his Dit- 57 ” 
courles,and the ſincerity of his plain Love; as they were taking their leave 
and exprelling their Reſentments of the Civility which they had received, 

4 ancrates not knowing to what lodgings they mioht unawares betake them- 

ſolves to their great prejudice, commended them-to a Friend of þis call'd 

* Eupathes,and gave them dire&ions concerving the way to his houſe which If : A? _ 
1s n2c eaſily fotind in that Country. ns 

Here the Travailers had a clear Demonſtration of the Imperfe&ion of 
this VVor:d, where Joyes are ſhown to us and then ſnatch'd away. . For * 
they begay:to be ahiGed with the conſideration of thoſe things. which but 
a little before did much content them , and they found that the Pleaſures 
which were beſtow'd upon them in * Paxcrates his company , attended * 9%e who 11th 


rem cnly to prepare their Spirits for a greater Grief which they were to 0200p 9: 
ſuſtain 
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ſuſtain in the loſs of it, Paxcrates gueſſing at their Thoughts by their De- 


portment , which was more: Melancholick than ordinarily it us'd to be,and 
being himſelf as willing to go with them as. they were unwilling to leave 
him behind , he attempted to give them that Comfort which he wanted for 
himſelf; We muſt go on , quoth he, and not be ſtartled when we meet one 
Diſſatisfaction , where ok for many : and fince the general Rendez- 
vous of good friends is only there to be expeGted where our Journey ends, 
let us comfort our ſelves all the way with the hope of what we ſhall enjoy 
when we come Home. Thus the good Man diſiniſs'd his Gueſts, having 
accompanied them part of their way, and return'd to his holy Solitude. 
They came ina few hours to the chicf City of Pracenza, Which was fo 
plac'd, that it was manifeſt they had no regard to any thing elſe but Plea- 
ſure in the ſituation. Upon the South+ſide, which they ſaw firſt, in the midſt 
of a Grove planted thick with Laurels and Myrtils, ſtcod a Magnificent 
Temple which was dedicated to * Alia , a jocund Goddeſs, whom all the 
Pjicenziaps devoutly worſt ip: in the middle ſtood a large Altar, from 
Which aſcended preat clouds, being the continual ſmoke of delicious O- 
dors. Upon the Eaſt-Wall was plac'd the Picture of * {phrodtte, fitting wan* 
tonly in a Chariot, drawn, not as ſhe us'd to be , with Doves and Sparrows, 
but with an He-poat, anda Foar ; which at firſt they judg'd very il!-fa- 
vour'd, but conſidering the reaſon of the Device, they thought it would 
ſerve well enough. The reſt of the Walls on all fides were cover'd withthe 
picures of Naked Women and Boyes , Cupid playing many apiſh Tricks 
among them. A multitude of Prieſts attended, all clad in Vexz Liveries; 


their work was to make Orations in the praiſe of Beaury,or to write ſtories 
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of Idle Lovers. The chief of them cloath'd with a juke Veſt, and an Aſian 
eMytre upon his head, was calt'd Trimalchio; and whilſt he ſung their A- 
morous Songs , which it was his Office to compoſe, the reſt accorded to. 
him with an effeminate ſort of Lydian Mnſick. 

The DPueen of the Country, call'd Hedonza, went every day to the Tem- 


ple to preſent Oblations to the Goddeſs. U{rania and Payaretuws happen'd to 


arrive at the time as ſhe was juſt come forth of her Palace, and ſo had op- 
portunity to ehold the form of their Solemnities. The Van of this wan- 
ton company was led by the Maſter of Ceremonies witha ſlow pace, which 
fitted their Voluptuous March. He was call'd Pigerrimo, and was cf ſuch 
a ſluggiſh Temper, that he would never riſe ti]] ſome body pull'd him our 
of his Bed : he was ſuch a lover of Reſt, that he would complain many 
times becauſe he could not go without Motion : he was unwilling to beat 
the trouble of feeding himſelf, and therefore would wiſh that men might 
tive the life of Trees, and being invers'd have their Mouths alwayes faſt- 
ned to their Meat. There was hung upon hisarma ſlight Bow, and a Qui- 
ver of polden-headed Arrows ; which he would not have carried, bur that 
he would not be at the pains of throwing them down. He was followed by 
a great company of Gallants,who had ſo attired themſelves,that one would 


Ahink they had made themſelves a perfe& Outſide : and they attended up- 


on divers Ladies, which were Hedonia's Maids of Honour , who had at- 
rempted by immodeſt habit to pervert the Primitive inſtitution of Clothes; 
for they affected only tranſparent Garments tinQured with variety of light 
c2'ours ; and yet they found fault with them ſtil], becauſe they did roo much 
hide their Bodies. Only their Faces they did deſire to be a little more 
conceal'd from common view, and therefore had covered them almoſt quite 
over with ſpots, and fignified that they would not be known by the fea- 
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that they wguld not Be known by the features of their Faces, ut by the 
curious Figures of their Patches. Inthis, as in all other things, they did | 
but follow the humorous examp.e of Hedonia ; for ſhe ſeew'd to have wo- 
ven the Rainbow intoa looſe Robe , which being [o rarificd that ſhe might _ 
be ſeen through it, and a:ſo ſpatter'd with radiant Jewells inthe form of 
ctarrs , one might well ſay that ſhe was un Emblemiſh'd Cloud. The names A 
of the Gentlaizen were * Aſotus , b Narciſſus ,. © Acolaſtus, * Aphron, * AB4> Þ ave is Love 
ſeynthus , * Pangelus, and many others who had left the ſtudy of Wiſcom W.þ bisown 
and the practice of Vertue , and were now ſo corrupted that the pleas'd/ _—_— hs 
themſelves only in that which wasa reproach to them ; and had lo far ad- ,;;, perſon, 
vanc'd their diſtempers beyond puny Wickednefses, that they deſpiſs'd Plea- " 41 oof 
ſure unleſs it was wix'd with Theft and Adulteries, The Gentlewomtn were , *" "H es 
nam'd 8 Belleza and b Leſinghs who. went foremoſt ; and they were fol- t one wholly 
lowed by i Aſpaſia , * Carezzaand | Amaſia , with many more which made you 1+ 
up that light Retinue. After theſe at ſome diſtance came in a diſguiſe » Pe- « Brauy. 
rilypia and " Atimia: but we knew them well though they cover'd their * FHanery, 
faces, for they wereaſham'd to be ſeen, and would not be known to be- em 
long to that company. » Hedopia her ſelf was led between two Brothers ' A Lover. 
call'd? Eres and 9 Arteres: their looks were ſo diſcontended when they,, © . 
eyd one an other, that they were a lively Image df the Jealouſie of | {pcm egy 
valls. Their Geſture , beſides all other defe&s, made a p'ain ſignification ?Leve $ 
that they eſteemd themſelves the Glorics of the World ; and the Ladies 1 Rivalry 
inade no doubt but that the whole Splendor was but the refl<ion of their ©" 
unparallell'd Beauties : and theſe they acaſur'd by ſuch a vaſt ſize of efſti- 
mation , that they believ'd if the $”* ſhould have fallen they could ſupply 
his place and make day ; and in t « FQÞt , they did not think it poſſible 
that any Stars could appear but th, elves and Venws. But Panaretus, who 
had obſerv'd them judiciouſly, thought them the moſt deform'd of all 
that he had ſeen. The deteGs of their Beauty were as good as confeſs'd 
by the Artificial corredion of the faſhion of their Eyes, the addition of 
falſe Hair, the borrowed colour of their Lips and Cheeks, their ingrafted 
Teethand painted Breaſts. If they, had not been poor, they would not 
have borrow'd ſuch Vanities, as they were not very virtuous ,' becauſe 
they could not be content without them. The Simplicity of excellenc 
Beauty is witneſs'd by a careleſs negle& of adventitious Ornament ; and 
Worthy lovers deſpiſe Peauty when it ſtoops to ſuch mean Condeſcenſions 
as, it may be, they would think proper to a Thar. | 

As they were In the middle of their vain Oriſons (for they pray for ſuch 
things as Holy Souls abhor to think of ) Belleza pull'd out a Sogg which 
* Trimalchio had ſet the day before to a Treeble Voice, and one of the Ladies wn 
ſung it in the Honour of Hedoia, It is not worth recording , but only to Os 
give notice of what poor things they make Hymns, Pleaſurs. 


Fair Queen , the Sun for Thee takes pains to riſe, 
But ſhines with Beams he borrows of Thy Eyes. 
The Air both warn'd and LIRIEIN in thy Breaſt 
Goes (till to come, and doth in Motion reſt. 


The Springs, wer't not for Thee would ce 1 ſe to flow. 

Wer't not t hy Walk, Karth would a Deſazt grow ; 

Which whilſt Dame Nature paints with gaudy Flowers, 

Th' obſequiews Trees grow of themſelves in Bowers. 
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And whilſt thou ſmil ſt upon her Fruits , her gain . * 
Is, then to know , ſhe hath not toil'd in vain. 


Anteros ſeeing them well pleas'd , deſired that they wovld have the pa- 
tience to hear him ſing a few verſes which he had ſet toa Baſe, in which he 
did magnifie the Happineſs of Hedoxia's Courtiers. Hedonia giving hercon- 
ſent with a ſtately nod, he began. 


ales a greedy Merchants plow the beiſtrozw Seas, 
We laugh by Sr they venture for our Eaſe. 
Our Boors , yoak'd in like labour with their beaſts, 
Shall make the fields pay Tribute to our Feaſts. 
Whilſt Bookiſh men F Wiſdom ſweat, that thence 
They may fetch Reaſons to #ſparege ſenſe, 

( os , and by Experience know 


[L <j 
What's only talk*d of in the World below. 


Trimalchio having fitted their fine Songs with a ſuitable Chorus, gave them 
their parts ; and ſo they ended that dayes Muſick with theſe words, 


Since Envious Time , to ſpite us, poſts away, 
Let wu improve each Mingte of our day. 


After the Muſick they entred uPT;z another manner of converſe, which 
was ſo impertinent thar'T ſhall not tr/, /vle my ſelf to giveany account of it. 
Hranis taking the advantage of theif1g,chce from the Palace, and their bu- 
ſte attendance upon theſe moſt irreligiots Rites, went with more ſecurity 
to view the Gardens , ſo great in report, that the Fabulous Paradiſe of the 
Heſperides ſeem'd to have been but an imperfet Deſcription of theſe incom- 
parable Delights, 

Behind the Temple they perceived falr walks fill'd with great companies 
of proud Peacocks with their Trains ſpread, and the boughs of the Trees 
loaden with ſalacious Sparrows. Upn one fide was planted a large Vme- 
yard , andin the midſt was ſet a P - wt which, by the Manners of the 
owners ; they gueſs'd to be the Guardian of the Vines. Upon the other was 
a ſpacious Garden adorn'd with all varieties of Flowers, and thoſe pur 
into ſuch orderly plots divided with ſmooth Walks , that they gave and 
recelv'd mutual Ornament from each other. In convenient ſhades they 
had pleaſant Bathes, whether to cool or heat , they knew not ; but from 
what they heard , they underſtood that they defil'd the Soul more than they 
waſh'd the Body. Amongſt other Rarities they cbſerv'd a Grott, which 
had many Caverns furniſh'd with rare water-works ; where the ftreams did 
not only ſhow themſelves in all variety of delegable forms , but con. 
vey'd melodious Tunes through ſeveral Pipes , and making a Combate of 
pleaſure between the Eye and the Ear , put the Soul ina ſuſpence to de- 
termine which had the ſuperiority , which being not able to ſee and 
hear at once with due intention to both , gave judgment from each by 
turns. The chief imperfe&ion of which they took notice was in the Flowers 
and Fruits : For they had no ſooner gather'd a Roſe or a Gilly-Flower, but 
by a ſudden withering in their hand they confeſs'd the Infidelity of their Vi- 
gour ; and the Fruits, which grewboth upon the walls and in other places, 
though they look'd moſt lovely to the fight , yet upon the leaſt touch of 

; | their 
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their fingers they fell into Aſhes ; as it is reported of thoſe Apples which 
grow upon that Lake by which Swdoms hath but a diſhonourable rement- 
brance in Hiſtory. 

In the midit of the Garden, as they were led by the windings of an in- 
ericate Wilderneſs, they came to a fair banqueting houſe, which was {6 
rais'd upon an Artificial Mount, that beſides all the delights of the Garden 
it receiv'd the pleaſure of a gallant proſpe&. Here ſate an overgrown Wo- 
man reading the loves of Veaus and Adopis ; which by her exceſſive bulk, _ 
ſwollen out of all meaſure with intemperance, they gueſs'd tro be Acrafie. ; 

She was attended by a drowſie fat Boy call'd Morpheolus, eloath'd with a Steep / 
Fartico!our'd mantle, where black and white were fo interchangeably 
plac'd, that one might ſee the Workman had a mind to beſtow upon it the 

- co'ours of Day and Night in equal diviſions, She call'd up her ſervants by Dh 
the names of * Bevandaand Mangibella, It ſeems Bewanaa was drunk in 8 296 
the Cellar ; but Mangibella came up witha basket of moſt delicate Fruits, ; 
which Hrs putting by with her hand, Moypheolus went our of the room, 
and call'd *Veneriola. Hranma and Panaretus ſuſpeQing the worſt, where 
they had no reaſon to hope for any good, made haſte out of the Room 4 #4" 
and ſhutting the door after them, with the benthit of a ſpring lock, they 
freed themſelves from two great lumps of Fleſh ; and Veneriohe declaring |, 

by her carriage, that ſhe had. learn'd more ſorts of Intemperance than ' 

what conſiſted meerly in eating and drinking, Panaretx threw her into a 

Fiſh-pond which was hard by, to cool her Luſt. As Morpheolns was ſeizing 

upon Hrana , he gave him ſuch a blow on the right Ear, that lefr him in 

dead fleep. 

Having eſcaped this troubleſome Foolery, for fear of worſe they made 

haſte from this neſt of Dangers. Before they could get our of that Garden, 

* Hedonta return'd from the Temple, and was:'come into it, and, as it pleaſure. 

happen'd, was enter'd into a private Walk , accompanied only with 

* Carez24. Uranizeſpieda door which open'd towards a River, Out of careſſes, 

which ſhe thought they might make an eſcape: and though they made 

ſuch haſte as people do when prudent Fear pives them wings, Hedonia met 

them before they could reach the door, and perceiving nothing in theis 

firſt, looks but what gave her hopes of moſt excellent Company, ſhe courte- 

ouſly ſaluting Hranra, deſired her to anſwer the civility which her preſence 

made ſhow of, by a gentle acceptance of ſuch Welcome as ſhe could pre- 

fent, Then whiſpering in Carezz4's Ear, and having diſmiſs'd her to per» 

fume her Chamber, the took a Garland of Roſes which was in her hand, 

deeply poiſon'd with venemous Herbs, and offered it to #raxia ; which 

ſhe waved, and made anſwer, That they were upon a journey, Which 

they had not only hindred already by the entertainments of her Gardens, 

but doubted alſo that they had been uncivilly bold that they had need 

to ask pardon for faults already committed, rather then to add more to 

them. . Hedonia preſſing her Civilities with ſuch words as ſelf-Intereſt 

taught her to multiply, they were come to the door «+ which being but 

gently ſhut , Panaretws ſtruck itopen with his foot, and ſceing a boat faſt 

ned to the bank of the River ; he deſired #4rania to haſten into it » Whilit 

he guarded her from the pernicious embraces of Hedenia: who ſeeing her 

ſelf half diſappointed, to prevent Panaretxs from imbarking , flung ker 

ſelf into his Arms; who knowing what- little time he had to difintangle 

himſelf aſhore, before any might come to put more fetters upon him, threyy * 4 merciful 

himſelf with theſe into the Boat. * Oe&irmon, who attended hem, having mew, one's 
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loos'd the rope, let the Boat go with the ſwift ſtream. Panaretus com- 


tnanded Hedonia to hold her peace ; vowing to her that if ſhe did make any 
noiſe, he would immediately throw her into the River. Hedonia partly 
aſtoniſh*d with this ſudden ſurprize, but more {truck to the heare with 
the pain of being reſiſted, (for ſhe knew no life bur the licentious joys of 
an unbridled Will and uncontroul'd Luxuries) fell into a ſwoon ; in 
which ſke continued till they had paſs'd her houſe, not daring to bring 
her to life to effec their own death. &o they paſs'd, as the Stream and the 
Boat agreed to carry them: and as they were hindred from minding their 
way by the trouble which Hedonia (come to her ſelf) did now put them 
to, they fell amongſt moſt dangerous Rocks, ſome of which lay undif- 
cerned under water, and the reſt were ſcatter'd with the ribs of broken. 
Veſſels. But Uraxia taking hold of the Rudder , and Oetirmon rowing 
according to his own Skill and Panaretss's dire&ions, they came into more 
fafe water ; and the ſtream being but flow, and Hedora a little more com- 
pos'd in her carriage, the Heavenly {rata thought ſhe had an opportuni- 
ty to adminiſter ſuch councel which one !oſt in Sin did extreamly need, 
and thereupon with Prudence, ſet off withan admirable Courtefie, began 
thus to accoſt her. | 

; Fair Lady,the reportsI have heard of your Condition, joyn'd with that 
knowledg which I have my ſelf receiv'd of your Perſon, make me ſorry 
that you ſhould enſlave your youthful life to diſhonourable pleaſures. 
Though I know how unacceptable a ſervice it is to reprove, and am not 
ignorant that you think it ſtrange in me to undertake it; yet I hope you will 
Pardon me when you perceive that Charity occaſions your trouble, I under- 
ſtand that your miſcarriage ariſeth from a falſe opinion which you have en- 
tertain'd of the Happineſs of Bodily pleaſure, and know no motives of 


Love but Fleſhly Beauty. Alas Madam ! How ſmall a matter 1s the orna- 


ment of a well-colour'd Skinzand the due proportions of Bones and Fleſh 
handſomely joyn'd;eſpecially when by :the negle& of Vertue it becomes a 
fine priſon to the depreſs'd Soul; Beauty is but Mortality painted by Na- 
ture, that the Soul coming into a well-favour'd Receptacle, might be pro- 
voked to anſwer the outward Decency with correſpondent realities of 
ſpiritual Lovelineſs: never intending the external Comelineſs for a lying 
ſgnification of what is really abſent within, or for an handſome lodging 
fora deformed Gueſt. Headonie, never knowing what belong'd to Reproof, 
itted her to go no further, and being utterly ignorant but in the 
cuſtoms of Pzacenza,at firſt reproach'd her for talking impertinently to her 
of the fooleries of. Vertue and ſcornfully told her; Lady, you ma 
preach this Dodrine to one that thinks ſhe hath a Soul of thar ſort ch 
you pretend to, But I have not; andI proteſt that I deſire not to have any 
ſuch, leſt it ſhoulY trouble me with theſe Vertuous Fanciesof yours. How- 
ever at preſent, if you will hold your peace as to theſe matters, I ſhall 
more willingly ſtay with you till I ſhall know what you mean to do with 


me. We intend, anſwer'd Pazaretas, to take you along with us into *Theg- 


prepie, if you will accept of our Company, and there to diſpoſe of you 


with the ſame regard that we have toour ſelves: or if you be not ſo con» 
tent, we will diſmiſs you when you ſhall come ſo near the borders of your 


Juriſdi&ion that we may eſcape ſafe out of uu Territories, being well 


aſſured that when you have lefr us, you will find Condudt enough to bring 


you back again. Hedoxia making no anſwer but diſdainful filence, {{rania 
minding Paxcrates his direQions, ſpied a cliffe, which by all marks was 
Roc- 
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a Roccabells: which the Hedpnians call b Aſpremont ; which though 1t was The fe _ 
ſteep and craggy, was not unpaſſable to couragious Travellers ; and up ©9942" 5 
that, they were directed to climb ; as being the only way by which they «<,,, 7 « good 
might go to © Enpathes his Houſe. © Pazxcrateshad told them of pleaſant diſpoſition. . 
Meadows which lay upon the Waters-ſide : bur as they croſs'd the River fabled th 
which ran by Hedonia's Palace, he charg'd them not to land there, both Þe- pagron:, 
cauſe it was much about, the way difficult to find, and full of Serpents 
which lay in the Graſs ; and thar the other, though it had a diſcouraging 
appearance, yet was but ſhort, and eaſie to be aſcended afcer they had 
paſs'd a few ſteps, which would be a little croubleſome at firft. Here they 
put aſhore, and as they were juſt landed upon the foot of the Rock, Hedox1a 
watch'd her opportunity, intending with a ſudden puſh of her arm againſt 
the bank to put off the Boat : which Paxaretus eſpying, and willing that ſhe 
ſhould ſtay till they could part more handfomly, got hold of her hand and 
pull'd her aſhore ; by which means the Boat was ſent a-drifr. 

Having ſcaped over the water they began their Land-journey.Pana- 
retus was fainto put Hedonia before bim, and lending #{rania his hand as 
the neceſſity of the way required,they paſs'd ſome of the worſt ſteps. But 
Hedonia, having no joy in them or the way, pretended extream wearineſs, 
and fitting down upon the fide of the Rock where ſhe eſpied it to hang ve- 
ry much over the River, before they were aware of her deſperate purpoſe, 
having alſo repos'd themſelves merely in reſpe& of her, ſhe lept into the 
Water. Urania frighted with the forlorn temper of an Impenitent, O 
God, ſaithſhe, Panaretas, what a ſad period hath this wicked Woman pur 
to the bad progreſs of a voluptuous life ! I cannot but think of the Fatal 
Stone Lexucas, from which , they ſay, impotent Lovers were wont of 
01d to throw themſelves, hoping by their fall to cure their brutiſh affe&i- 
Ons. 

The Stream being quick, they had ſoon loſt the ſight of the now irre- 

- coverable Hedoniz ; and being freed from the hinderance with which un- 
ſutable company doth uſually affli& their fellow-travellers, they held on 
their courſe up the Hill. The ſteepneſs of the Afcent and roughneſs of 
the craggy Rocks, together with the uncouthneſs of an untrodden Path, 
oft-times perplex'd with Thorns and Briars, put them to a good tryal of 
their Conſtancy : But as it held firm, and ſhow'd the fixedneſs of their Re. 
ſolutions, ſo it brought them into a way which gave them opportunity to 
reflect with Comfort upon their paſt endeavours, and by reaſon of its 
plainneſs wade the remainder of the Aſcent very facile. They were no 
ſooner come to the Top, but the Sun having ſeen them paſs the difficulties 
of the Hill, went down to perform what was neceſſary for the occaſions of 
the other World ; ſo that for want of light they were fain to commit them- 
ſelves to ſuch a Booth as Paxaretus could make of the-Boughs of Green 
Trees ; where being accompanied with God arid Vertue, they found no 
want of a better Lodging, and Feaſted themſelves witha Bottle of Water 
and mo ſmall Viands that their faithful attendant Oe&irmen carryed in 
a Da5KEt, | 
| TheSunhadno ſooner peep over the Tops of the Mountains, but they 
_ were ready to begin their journey, having a great defire to be at a further 
diſtance from Hedonia's Court, as alſo to ſee Paxcretes his Friend, the good 
Eupathes, of whom they had no ordinary Opinion. A good while before 
$3 Night they arriv'd at the Houſe, which was placed under the Guard of a 
's great Oake roward the North, and upon the South had a little Garden 
| with 
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with a Rivulet running through one end of it. His Garb and Manner of 
lifewas much the ſame with thatof Parcrates. He received them with 
Joy, not doubting but they were his true Friends that would come through 
fuch troubleſome paths to ſee him. Afrer they had acquainted him with 
Pancrates his recommendations , they gave him ſome account of the Acci- 
dents which had happen'd in their Journey, and in particular of the miſer- 
able end of Hedoz1a. Do not wonder at that, Dear Gueſts, replied Empa- 
thes; for on the further ſide of theſe Woods I havea private Walk upon 
the brow of a Hill, from whence I have beheld many ſuch Accidents to 
have befallen her Thief Courtiers ; and I thought in time ſome great Cala- 
mity would light upon her ſelf. Kereupon raja deſir*d him to report ſome 
of them; for though they are fad in themſelves, yer they are uſeful ro 
others, who may learn Prudence from the unfortunate inſtances of volup- 
tuous Witchcraft , which, though it makes very promiſing Beginnings to 
weak judgments, is ever attended with the experience of contrary Conelu- 
ions. 

Ewpathes conſented to their demand, and began after this manner, A 
young man having loſt himſelf in theſe Woods, ſtumbled upon my Houſe : 
he was clad inamoſt pitiful form of Beggery ; his looks were ſo dejedted, 
that I fhall never diſlodge themout of thy fancy whilſt I live. He told me 
that he was a Gentleman's Son, brought up with the greateſt care that 1s 
poſſible to a Father, who well knew the principles of Education , and 
beleived nothing more than that the foundations of all happineſs inafter-life 
muſt be layediin the firſt years of Children ; and therefore after the in- 
capableneſs of his infancy , engaged his firſt abilities with early inſtrugi- 
on ; and to make him acceptable to VViſe and Good men , endeavour'd to 
poſſeſs him with Vertuous Principles, and the Rules of Wiſdom, accor- 
dingto which he might alſo accompliſh his own happineſs as to any meaſure 
that is attainable in this life, and make himſelf fit to ſerve the World in ſome 


worthy undertaking,He inform'd him accurately inthe Moral part of Philo- 


ſophy,accounting it a foul defe& in Education to leave him imperfe@ in the 
main point of ingenuous Diſcipline, which is to make one Good. He would 
often tell himthat if he ſecured not this Intereſt, all other endeavours were 
as much in vain as the diligence which is beſtowed in fraughting of a lea- 
king Ship. His father had life beſtowed upon him to ſee the Harveſt , 
which he had labour'd for, in the hopeful bud,and then died; having charg'd 
him as he would hope to endure his ſight when they ſhould meet in the 9- 
ther World, to perfe& what he had begun , and that he ſhould think of ſet- 
ting up no Monument for the preſervation of his memory but the Imita- 
tion of his Vertuous Example ; for that he ſhould live whilſt his Son 
composd his Converſationaccording to that, and that it would be an im- 
mortal Grief to him. inthe other world ( if they have any Cognizance of 
the affairs of ſuchas they leave behind them) if he prov'd an Apoſtate from 
his young beginnings. Adding , that if ic were lawful for him to appear 


after ſeparation from this Body , in ſome other which would be viſtble, 


as it hath been for ſome others , that he would not fail to come and upbraid 
bim in ſuch a manner, that his Degeneracy ſhould be but uncomfortable. 
Theſe and many more affe&ionate expreſſions of a Father's defire, kept 
freſh in his memory , and improv'd by the faithful skill of a wiſe and ho- 
neſt Tutor ,' unto whoſe Truſt his Father had commicted him , kept him 
in the way for a time ; and having made a good Progreſs which fill'd all 
his Relations with joyful hope, at laſt he met a Gentleman that uſed to 
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frequent Hedeonia's Pa'ace, (I would the death of either of them had hindred 
ſuch an unlucky acquaintance)and by his perſwaſions he went thither where 

none can be with ſafety (Abſence being the beſt Antidote againſt the poiſon | 
of infected places.) There he grew into friendſhip with =  Amaſia, then * Aſ- | 4 ſor-lever 
paſia,and then the reſt ; and was at laſt ſo intoxicated with Voluptuouſnets, *****"* 
that he wholly abandoned his good beginnings of a Virtuous life. After he 

had been there ſome time, his Father's Ghoſt appear'd to him, which was 


' more dreadful than any Devil could have been: It frown'd upon him and 


vaniſh'd. As ſoon as he was gone,one call'd * Ekzephox came to him, and ope- * owe that ,- 
ning his Chamber dore, call'd him out. He followed Eknephon, who would wakes from 
fain have reſcued his companions alſo ; but ſome would not awake ; others Jeeep. 
wereamaz'd, and all unwilling : however he conducted the young wan to 
the water-ſide, and bad him ſwim over ; and ſo vaniſh'd. He threw him 
ſelf in, and made way to the other ſhore: and though he knew not whi- 
ther to'go at that time , yet he knew it was better to go any whither than 
ſtay where he was. As he was come near the adverſe bank ,; the ſtream 
ran ſomething ſtrong ; and being weakned with his vitious life , he permit- 
red the Stream to carry him down as it liſted : upon which Eknephon with 
ſtern looks ſhowed himſelf again upon the ſurface of the water.; and then 
reſuming Courage, and employing his arms a freſh,he ſoon got aſhore at the 
bottom of * Reccabella. Secing the Rock ſteep, he ſate down ; but Ekne- 
phon call'd himto riſe , and having help'd him up a few difficult ſteps, bad 
him go on: after which , he never appear'd to him more. Fear made him 
advance a lictle way, but his Feet being tender were very much hurt with 
ſharp ſtones ; and whilſt he endeavour'd to creep upon his hands and feet, 
he was ſcratch'd with the briars which grew upon the Hill-fide. Having 
gone half-way to his great pain, he lift up his eyes towards the Top, to 
ſee how much he wanted yet ; and there he ſpied, as he thought, a great 


company of people, and they threw ſtones at him , which gave him ſuch 
blows upon the Head, that he tumbled down again to the bottom of the 


The fair rock. 


Hill : and as he lay there all torn and ſcratch'd, and ſenſeleſs. a Goxdeola 


came by, which was full of Hedonia's Courtiers; and they were going to 
wake a Day of it in Sports and Muſick upon the Water. They ſeeing one 
lie in that unuſual manner, put towards the ſhore, and perceiving who it 
was, they took him into the Goxadola, and having brought him to the uſe of 
his ſenſes , they ask'd him how he came there, and what had brought him 
into that woful plight. He durſt not tel] them: but they, imputing his 
ſilence to his preſent aſtoniſhment , went on intheir deſign for a while ; but 
finding him extraordinary unchearful, frequently fighing, and perpetually 
filent , they receiv 'd ſome diſguſt of their Jollities from his company, and 
therefore agreed to carry him home ; and ſeeing his head diſturb'd , they 
lay'd him upon a bed, and went to conſianmate thoſe Delights to which he 
had given an unpleaſant interruption. | 
When they were gone, he was tormented with infinite repreſentations 
of his miſery which he-receiv*d from reſtleſs thoughts : and though he fel! 
into a ſleep, it oppreſs'd him rather than adminiſtred any eaſe , Eeing but 
like thofe troubleſome ſlumbers which unhealthful fumes do force into the * 
heads of feaveriſh people. But his diſtempers were the preater , becauſe 
of an unquiet Fancy , a diſeaſe that in him rook not its riſe from his Bo- 
dy. Amongſt other afflictive Phantaſins, he dream'd that his Father's 
Ghoſt appear'd to him apain, and with a ſharp blow of an 4x cut open his 
Breaft, upon which a Vultur preſently flew in and gnaiw'd his Heart, in ſuch 
: Erne] 
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cruel manner, 'that he could not imagine himſelf to te any thing bu t T 7:2. 

* £ometines he endeavoured to recolle& himie'f, and to lif: theſe thoughts 
out of his mind; but they recoil'd upon him with a burdenſome weight, 
like the Stone of Sy ſfiphes. 

In the widſt of theſe troubleſome ſtrugiings he awaked , and leaping off 
from his bed , he ſtole privately tothe River again, to attempt an eſcape: 
and as he was throwing himſelf into the ſtream the ſecond time, they were 
aware of his Deſign, and threatned to ſend after him, He got away ; bur 
with the conſideration of his ruin'd Eſtate , (for he had ſpent it all; part- 
ly by paying the debts of his hateful Friend , and partly with buying Tri- 
fles aud waking Treatments for the wanton Heaonians) and with the ſting- 
ing remorſes of his Conſcience, as alſo with the fearful expeGation of Diſ- 
grace, he trembied like the leaf of an Aſp that is mov'd with the Wind. 
After he had given me this account of his forlorn Condition, he went away, 
and what became of him afterwards I know got. | 

One of a goed As Empathes ſpake theſe words , the Tears ran down his Cheeks ſo faſt 
Diſpoſ:1198. that they were a lively expreſſion of that afieionate pity with which he 
related the miſerable caſe of a fooliſh young man. 

Eupatbes having ended his Story, and perceiving his Auditors rather 
deſirous of more than weary of one, cont inued his diſcourſe. I need nor, 
quoth he , have gone. further-than the experience of this day, to have 

"given you full ſatisfaQtion of the miſerable ſtate of Piacenza: for as I was 
meditating in wy accuſtom'd Walk, I ſaw a young Gentlewoman, for the 
moſt part of her þody naked , driven threugh the Meadows which are 
on this ſide of Hedonia's Houſe by two devilliſh Women ; one was call'd 

Repentance, * Metameluſa , her Eyes wereſwell'd with weeping , her Looks ſad and 
ever calt down ; her Carriage averſe to all Complacency ; the other was 
Deſpair nam'd Dpſeipty , and ſhe Jook'd more gaſtly , tore her hair, and criedour 
' like one that 4s ſurpriz'd witha ſudden fright : they both lay'd unmerciful 
blows ſo thick upon the young Gentlewoman , that my heart is affeaed 

with the ſight to this hour. Fi | 

Having left her not far from the Hill for dead, as they thought, they 
return'd towards Headonia's Palace, where they give conſtant attendance, 
She came to her ſelf ina little ſpace of time , but had ſuch ſmall content in 
her life, that witha Knife which they had left behind, ſhe reſolv'd to kill 
her ſelf, and to cut off thoſe few minutes which were yet unravel'd. But 
ſtc accompliſh'd not her purpoſe ſo haſtily as to hinder me from knowin 
ſome part of her Condition, which ſhe diſcover'd in this manner ; Sir,ſaid 
ſhe, I gueſs by your looks that you are not made to deſpiſe Adverſity : and 
though the relation of my Misfortunes will adminiſter no Comfort to you 
and refle& much Diſhonour upon my ſelf ; yet if you can ſuffer the exer- 
ciſe of your patience, it may be the recounting of wy ill may further o- 
thers Good, as the Maſts of Ships appearing upon the Quick-ſands where 
they were ſunk do many times ſave others from being caſt away. 

aVoid of 0a: {1 am the unhappy Child of * Aſtorgue and » Morophilia; and though I de- 
 2#ral 4ffeltion, (re not to reproach my Parents , being ſo conſcious to my ſeif of the con- 
b FeolſbLove, nexion which my Miſery hath with my own voluntary Wickedneſs, yet I 
may ſay too truly that thoſe who were the Cauſes of wy Beeing, werealſo 

inagreat part acceſſary tomy Ruin : for if they had to my Nativity,which 

». ,. they further'd not knowing whom they ſhould help to bring into- the 

| World, added alſo of choice, knowing upon whom they beſtowed it, a 


voluntary care of my Education, and made ſuch expreſſions of parental 
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love as they might eaſily ſee my Condition needed, (for it was the ſame with 
all Children,)they might, through Gods bleſſing, which is never wanting to 
ſuch as do their duties, have prevented my Miſery ; which is ſo great, that 


Ds —_—_—_— 


I eſteem it Perfe&t Damnation, But they not only Negle&ed to give me 


Rules of good Manners, but alſo adminiſtred ſuch Examples as were a Con- 
tradition to them , not ſo much in their own praGice, leſt I ſhould ſeem 
to accuſe my parents 3 but what was wanting in them was to0 abundant! 
ſupplied by ſuch Company as were frequent Gueſts at our houſe, and the 


being Perſons of Quality and eſteemw'd as the principal Friends of our Fa» 


mily, their Converſation was ey'd by us as a Rule, and T being but young 
and of ſinall Experience in the World, though I ſaw many things which 
grated unpleaſantly upon ſomething which I felt in my Soul, yet durſt I not 
preſume to bea Cenſurer of others Actions,thinking the diſlike in me might 
proceed not from innate principles of Vertue,which God hath beſtowed up- 
on us that we might be inabled to examine what we meet withal, Bur rather 
from Tgenorance and Childiſhneſs. And as we are moſt apt to be hurt by 
the bad we ſee, though the Uglineſs of Sin is manifeſt enough in moſt a&ions 
that it produces, and ſo is a ſufhcient invitation to loathing and hatred ; 
yet being palliated from Examination by the alleviations of ſeveral fooliſh 
Conveniences, I among other fools became partaker of ill Diſpoſitions, 
which in length of time became Habitual : for, whilſt they licenc'd In- 
temperance in their Diet, Diſcourſes and Carriage, and bronght us books 
ſo deitrugive of Vertue that they prophan'd the Invention of Letters, 
and continually entertain'd the company with filthy Tales, looſe Songs, 
obſcene Jeſts and impure Proverbs, I began to ſuffer danmage in my Mo- 
deſty,which I had heard,but forgot it,that it is the faithful Guardianof pure 
Chaſtity, which is the neceſſary ſupport of a Wowans Honour. 


Amongſt others I was invited by ſome young Gentlemen to ſee Hedonia's veiptuonſ- 


Court, where they talk'd of a Beauty ſo far beyond all that former */- 


times durſt ever boaſt of, that Vexxws would be content to be drawn by her 
picure : they aftirm'd her Wit to be no whit inferior, and that her Courte 

equall'd them both ; they prais'd her Myfik for ſuch, that one could not 
endure to hear any other after it ; they talk'd of her Houſe, Gardens and Ex- 
tertainments, as patterns for all the World to imitate. Their diſcourſes 
made we willing to ſee ſuch things as by them were not to be expected any 
where elſe. Having been there ſometimes, I was at laſt ſo bewitch'd with 
their cunning inchantments, eſpecially by means of a Lady that excell'd in 
Complement, call'd Lufingha, that I had no mind to return home any 
more, utterly diſreliſhing thoſe ſmall portions of Soberneſs that were not 
baniſh'd out of my Fathers houſe. And then my Parents, vex'd with my 
difobedience to their orders, (for they ſent divers times to me to return) 
began too late to reſent the effe&s of their Negligence, in my Ruine and 


their Diſhonour. My Mother eſpecially took to heart my miſcarriage, 


which ſhe could not but lay to her own charge, both becauſe ſhe had us'd 
me toan unwiſe indulgence, and had been a means of my corruption by 
VIicIOus Servants ; who notwithſtanding ſhe knew them to be void of <cx- 
cellent qualities, and ſo unfit to teach us the good which they knew not 
Ever wah yet they gave her ſufficient content, if they dreſt us hands 
omly. 


But to be ſhort (for my time is not long) the Company being this morn- 


Ing in the midſt of a laſcivious Dance, one brought in word that* Hedonza 4 voluptuens 


had, through wearineſs of her wicked life, caſt her ſelf into the River, 


Elattery, 


Lady. 


I where | 
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where ſhe ſpent a great part of her Voluptuous time, and was taken up 
dead. Which unexpeced News gave me ſuch a ſinart Reproof for my own 
Follies, that it took away all ſenſe of Joy in thoſe things which I thought 
before to be the only Heaven. Deſtitute of Gomfort and Hope, I endea- 
vour'd to xun away from wy ſelf. Asſoon as 1 had fet my foot without the 
Threſhold of the Houſe, thoſe cruel Women hurried me over the River 
in a Boat, and then perſecuted me 1N that unmerciful manner, which I ſup- 
poſe you ſaw from the Hill. I, being not able to endure the laſhes which I 
receiv'd from them, which were anſwer d alſo with worſe from within my 
own Conſcience ;: have reſolv'd to do that by which I ſhall procure a Re- 
ſcue from my preſent torments, altbough I fear I ſhall but make way for 
thoſe which are far more unſufferable. However the Effeds of my Wick- 
edneſs begin to draw this miſerable life to an uncomfortable Pe- 
riod. | 

Having gone ſo far, ſhe ſeew'd to be aſſaulted with a freſh ſtorm of Paſſj- 
on, which vented it ſelf in theſe words. And,O Lord,nmſt I now be thruſt 
into the other World when 1 am ſo ill prepared for it £ Alas! 1 have been aſleep 
all my life, and now I find my ſelf to awake when it 15 leaſt to my Comfort. How. 
fooliſh have I been? what Harveſt could ] expett but late Repentance and Hel- 
liſh Deſpair, when I knew that all the World doth reap as it ſows? O God, my 
fullied Soul is no ſacrifice ſor thee : thy Holy Kingdom receives not the daugh- 
ters of Sodom. As,n0 ; I muſt go into the Lake of fire, where Luſt is burnt out 
with brineflene, and the Sinner tormented with the eternal remembrance of 
diſhonowrable miſdeeds. Iam ſo far in Hell alreaay, that I deſpair of Pardon ? 
and fince I cannot Hope, Iwill Deſpair and Dig. 

As ſhe pronounc'd that word, with a ſudden blow ſhe*perform'd what 
ſhe ſid, and fella moſt wiſerable SpeGacle of the fad Cataſtrophe of a 
Wicked life. Lord ! what a Valion of Hell did then diſplay it ſelf before 
mine Eyes ! There I ſaw the cruelt of careleſs Parents, the Folly of in- 
dulgent Mothers, the effects of ill Example, the Miſeries which attend 
Lad Company, the dregs of bitter Pleaſure, the diſcomfort of an ungo- 
vern'd life, and the difficulties of late Repentance. Burl have forgot my 
ſelf; it is no reaſon that I ſhould longer trouble you with relating what was 
4n extreaw greif to my ſe)f toſee. 

{lrania, fearing thathe might thinkthem weary of his diſcourſe, Eecauſe | 
they had now attended a good while to hear the relations of ſtrange At- 
fliftions, aſſured him that though it was impoſſible for Humanity not to be 
oriev'd for examples of ſuchextream Calanuries, yer they perceivd the 
connexion with their particular Cauſes ſo punfually made known by his 
diſcourſe, to be of ſingular benefit, as they djd give notice to all that 
could conſider them, That God is not to be blam'd for the Miſeries of Man- 
kind, which they unjuſtly attribure, in their furious reſentments of pain,to 
the imperfe@ion of the World, and thoſe conditions unto which he hath 
particularly canſign'd them ? when as they pull upou themſelves innume- 
rable Sorrows which he was {© willing they ſhould nor have known, that 
if they had kept the dire&ions of his Wiſdom, they would not have met 
with them. It is not the Divine Goodneſs, but we that envy our ſelves 
our own happineſs. And though ſometimes. we meet with ſuch in- 
ſtances of trya], as we mult think God had a particular deſign In the bring- 
ing of them upon us ; yet what a vaſt content do Vertuous perſons find in 
the unreproachable entrance into their Sufferings 3 and how infinitely 
' more eaſicare they to be endured, than thoſe Helliſh Torments of wilfu! 
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ſinners that you hive mention d, which beides their potorious diiprace- 
{ilneſs are alſo for the molt parc uncurable 7 | 

But, Good Evpathes, if it benot afttl;ctive to you that we ſhould ſet you dn es gs 
ſ» many tasks, and confine you to talk of fuch things which you ne- I 
ver think of but with grief, we ſhall deſire you Þut once niore to touch 2 
ſtring that ſounds fo harſh. If yoube not diſpleas'd with ſuch cntertain- 
ment, replied Expathes, I ſha'l be willing to gratifie your requeſt, having 
little elſe to divert you in this loneſome place. I ſhall acquaint you with 
the caſe of a Gentleman whom I had the fortune to meet under the Woeod- 
ſide not lon? fince, and he rode upona quick-pac d Horſe, and I perceiv'd 
that he made him run at the utmoſt extent of his ſpeed. Having eſpied me, 
be made ſuch a ſtop that gave me notice he had a mind to ſpeak with me. 
As I came towards him, I might ealily diſcern the Grief which was in his 
Heart, if his Looks bore true witneſs to his Mind. But it ſcems he did 
not deſire to conceal his Gricf :for complaining bitterly of his Misfortunes, 
he ask'd me, if I had not ſeena young Gentleman, and a Gentlewoman that 
ſcem'd to reckon more years .in her age, whom he Fad oft fight of bur a 
litt'e before. Yes, ſaid I, they lately gallop's by as faſt as they could 
with whip and ſpur, and are juſt now alighted, and entring in Hedopta's 
Barge, which it ſeems attended to waft them over. Wellalsur'd it could 
be none but thoſe whom he had hitherto foliowed in vain; hecontinued 
his purſuit to the Rivers-fide ; and the Barge being not ſo far gone but that 
they were within hearingghe call'd to the Gentlewoman to return:but ſhe 
not on!y refus*d that, but rold.him,ſhe had abandon'd him for ever.Whereup- 
on he came back to me,and began to tell me the particulars of his Condition, 
which I thought before to be ſufficiently unfortunate. That Genrlewo- 
man, quoth he, which you faw is my Wife, whom I married after the 
death ofa former,and I have lived with her for a long time ſo happily,that 
ever till now I thought 1t one of the moſt true ſigns of an inexperienc'd 
mind to put a lingle life in any competition with Marriage 3 and I thought 
wy (elf ſo welt inform'd in the advantages of the ſtate which I did enjoy, 
that I could defend the cauſe of the Married againſt any arguments. . They 
ſwcm'd rome ſo weakly founded, that they could put no [treſs upon any 
ſtrength of their ©wn, but took confidence only from hopes of the jne- 
quality of the Antagoniſt, I was wholly of his opinion, and thought it 
ſuch an cvident truth, that it was plac'd utterly beyond the Juriſuictions of 
Diſpute : and though I percetv'd he had other things to ſay, yet I could 
not but interrupt him with the defence of the poſition, what exceptions 
ſoever he was going to make froma croſs-experience ; and ſo added, Thar 
Nature had wadeus incomplete on purpoſe that we ſhould conſummate 
our Imperfection with the Conjugal Union, and that no ſingle perſon with 
all advantages ever arrivesat a perfedtion which is any way comparable to 
, Two 1o made One. I did not think that he had well confider'd that he 
was Lorn that ever diſapprov'dſuch anexcellent means of his Being;or that 
he was worthy to be, who did refuſe in ſuch a lawful way to be a means of 
leaving others after him. How juſtly ſhall poſterity forget him quite, Or 
remember him with diſgrace, who would have had it impoſſible to have 
been remembred at all ? This way a man becomes immortal in his very 
Pody, and hath an opportunity to people the World with ſuch inhabitants 
as an aflecionate love, which none but Parents are capable of, will con- 
ſtrainal! his life to make as good or better than himſelf. T eſteem'd all my 
PoOruonof Worldly happineſs which I had in other inſtances doubled, 
. | T3 when 
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when I perceiv'd they wereenjoyed alſo by one whom I accounted a part 
of wy ſelf; and I could bear but one half of any crofs accident, becauſe 
ſhe would bear the other. And though it is true, that ſince nothing is unmix- 
edly pure in this World, Marriage hath its dowelſtical cares; befides that they 
are more then counterpoys'd with Comforts to alleviate them, which no 
other condition can boaſt of, Nature hath ſecur'd that ſtare againſt the op- 
preſſion of ſuch inconveniences, having appointed two at leaſt to bear one 
light Burden. Vertuous Husbands mult needs be truly pleas'd with ſuch a 
Companion as having help'd to prevent the diſhonours of licentiousY outh, 
doth as willingly afterward ſuſtain a great part of the infirmities of Old- 
age. And although ſome tender minds fancy it is an inſupportable miſery 
to. die one before the other, that is to ſay, to be torn in pieces ; yet that 
ſeparation is capable of the ſame and better arguments of Conſolation 
than thoſe with which wiſe men comfort themſeives againſt the parting of 
their Souls and Podies, They ſhall meet again; But the reaſon hath more 
force here, becauſe they 'meet ſooner. And becauſe they have made ac- 
count that ſuch an indifloluble Union ties them together, they endeavour 
as the main care of their life to make themſelves ſuch as that they may not 
have reaſon to deſire a Divorce. 

At that Word the Gentleman opt me; faying, Good Sir, go no further ; 
you have made my wounds bleed afreſh, and quicken'd the ſenſe of my 
inſupportable miſery by drawing a lively piGure of that Happineſs which 
I once thought wy ſelf Maſter of: and this I keliev'd with no ſinall mea- 
ſure of Faith, for I had ſuch anexperience of thegreater part of your diſ- 
courſe, and ſuch a firm confidence in my VVife's Integrity, and ſuch a deep 
ſenſe of my own entire afte&1ons, that I thought it was impoſſible for a 
true Lover to be Jealous : and when I heard of any that troubled them- 
ſelves with that fooliſh impertinency, I could not but judg that they had 
either made a careleſs' choice, of which they now indiſcreetly repented, 
or that through ſcrupulous nicety they were willing to make inſtruments of 
their own affliction ; but withal, I applauded my own Felicity, which 
ſeem'd to me ſo void of any flaw, that I never entertain*'d the leaſt ſurmize 
of the mutability of my preſent condition, 

ButT percieve now that weare not to paſs a final ſentence upon an 
Worldly ſtate too ſoon, for my Sw is for ever ſer, which I thought im- 
poſſible to have been for the leaſt while ec/;ps'd. Having replied ſo far ,the 
deep ſighs with which he accompanied theſe words, interrupred the courſe 
of his ſpeech ; which gave me opportunity to enquire into the particular 
Original of his Adverfity. I knew well that diſcontented Women find 
ſeveral occaſions to ground their diſlikes upon againſt their Husbands. 
Sometimes he 1s not Rich enough, now they think on't ; or he is not the 
Wiſeſt man in the world, and yet they themſelves will publiſh his Follies: 
it may be he keepsa Servant, not for unworthy regards, whom they cannot 
fancy, and for that they will make the Houſe too hot for him, or they 
want one for whom they haye no uſe, only they will not be without one 
no more then their Neighbours : at other times they are ſick for ſuch vain 
ſuperfluities of Clothes or Houſhold-ſtuffe which his eſtate cannot provide, 
or which would but be unſuitable ro his degree,and are ſich things as wiſe 
Matrons do ſcorn ; or being of a peeviſh humour they will be gone to their 
Friends : and ſometimes they have no content, though without all reaſon, 
becauſe, forſouoth, they may not govern a little more 3 which isa humour 
contrary to the firſt intention of a Wife, and by which they do ridicu- 


louſly 


wy 
3 
v 


#44 


o 
Ex 


. Ie ag ha : 
Fats.» $94. os 


! $ 


Book LI. Wentibolio and JJranija; 


louſly offer ro put their Head nnder their Feet. How matters ſtand between 


You two, I know not : but however, I think that theſe or any ſuch like 
reaſons are but pitiful grounds fora Womans departing from her Husband, 
to his extream diſcomfort, the ruin of her Family, and her own eternal 
Infamy. I think ſo too, faid the Gentleman : . neither indeed were the f_re- 
mentiofted inſtances the roots of this diſaſter: As ſhe wanted not any ac- 
coinnodation that my Fortune could allow, ſo befides all other Comforts 
we had divers pledges of Marriage-Love, Children, in whom we ſaw our 
ſelves multiplyed and united; and our defire was ſeconded with mutual 
endeavours to make them meet, not only to ſupply our places; but to de- 
ſerve better after our departure. But Deviliſh Lo hath ſpoil'd us all. 
Till of late I did think her ſo free from that unreaſonableneſs, that I never 
ſuſpeded deſtruQion from ſo great an unlikelihood. But as a healthful 
conſtitution by the Contagion of difeas'd Bodies doth many tines receive 
mortal ſickneſs ; ſo did ſhe. contract a YViciouſneſs of Soul by the converſe 
of an unlucky Companion. There was a young Gentleman, whoſe Father 
being dead, had by an 1l]|-govern'd life ſpent a great Part of his means ; 
and for the love which had been for a long time intimate between his Father 
and my ſelf, I gave him counſel to leave fuch Conrſes as muſt neceſſarily, 
if he perſiſted in them, bring him to all thoſe Miſeries Which attend tte 
contempt of an unpitied Peggery. At firſt he took no heed to my Words ; 
but ina while finding his Eſtate ſo intangled through the profuſeneſ's of his 
Expences, that he could not have the uſe of that which was not yet waſted, 
he hearkndd ſo far to my advice, as to ſell part toclear the debts which lay 
upon the whole, and made great promiſes of future Frugality ; and for a 
while difſembling the love of his former praRices, he was a frequent Gueſt 
at my Houſe, and would needs ſtay ſometimes longer than I defir'd ; by 
which means, under pretence of reſpeds tome, as his Guardiay and Bene- 
faFor, he cloak'd the unworthy atteQions which he had to my Wife, and 
made my courteſie a mask for his ingrateful Treachery. I cannot bur have 
ſo much Charity as to think that ſhe never 1magin'd his firſt Viſits deſipn'd 
ſo unchaſtly, or that ſhe was ſo prone to ſin, that it was needleſs for him 
to uſe divers tentations : but I percerve, ro my unſpeakable grief, that 
ſhe was not rivetted in ſuch a deep love of Vertue as to preſerve her Inno- 
cence. Though a Caſtle have ſtrong Walls, yet if thoſe which keep it 
want ſtore of Proviſion, or negled their Watch when diligent Enemies be- 
ſiege it, they will either be forc'd to yield, or be furpriz'd through their 
own careleſneſs. So I ſuppoſe it fell out with her, who, I doubt nor, 
calling to mind what ſhe had been, was much ſatisfied in the worthinefs of 
Chaſtity, and,being convinc'd of the unchangeableneſs of Vertuous reaſons, 
could not bur believe that ſhe ought to perſevere; and ſo held out a good 
while, but at laſt was betrayed, by keeping an undue Guard upon Importu- 
nity and Place too fit for his purpoſes: and thoſe which donor ſecure ſuch 
advantages, are ever in danger of being delivered up to their Enemy by 
the traiterous diſpoſitions which are in their own breaſts; which though 

they might lurk more undiſcernedly before, will then be fure to ſhew what 

they are. He had not negleced ſeveral devices to enſnare her affe&ions ; 

and ſhe, fooliſh Woman, not minding the pernicious Hook, was catch'd 

with the ſplendid baits of Fewels, and ſuch foyes, which to a Woman that 

eſteems it infinite diſhonour to be unvertuous, ſignifie no more than Fiſh- 

hooks made of crooked pins, with which little Children angle in puddles to 

catch nothing. I having taken notice of more than was tomy comfort, and 

much 
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much diſtruſting what might fol.ow acvis'd ter 10 Eeware, and1o'd 
her that the converſe of this Centlewan bcded wore then civil Courteſies, 
& that his frequenting my Fouſe was not only in regard to that Friendſhip 
which bad been betwixt me and his Father : tor I perceiv'd in him towards 
my Wife more then ordinary obſervance, aworous garces ; and that te ſung 
wanton Songs, which carried ſuch a ſence as he could not ſo well infinuate in 
proſe: andI knew he would not have ſtayed ſo long where he had very little 
todo, or come ſo often upon very ſlender Errands, but for ſcme diſhonou- 
rable reſpects. 'As my fears encreas'd, I often to'd her of ſuch things as 
. might have prevented miſchief, if ſhe had minded them ; as of the treache- 
rous Violation of her Faith, which would be as the ſting of death in her Cen- 
ſcience : the diſcomfort of thoſe few years which were yet to come of my life; 
her own #navoidable Diſprace ; beſides the cruel and unmotherly abandoning of 
her own Children by moſt unxatural Falſhood : to all which I added thoſe pare 
tieulay miſeries which did attend her when ſhe ſhould be deſerted by that 
Villain ; which ſhe might well expect, ſince baſe Luſt doth uſe to go out, 
when a little time hath withdrawn the fewe! of its vio.ent flames ; and that 
ſhe muſt think he would not ſtick to neg!e& her, who had before akus'd 
both her and me. She diſſembled her own purpoſe till the revealing of it 
would not hinder its Execution,ſealing the vain proteſtations of her falſe 
Faith with many Curſes, which I am afraid ſhe will mect too ſcon in that 
place where no bleſſing will arrive. . 
And thus have I told you a Story of a poor man that took into his houſe a 
Serpent out of the Snow half dead with Cold, which being reviv'd with the 
* ow- of aged warmth of his Fire, bit him and his Children to death, Here * Eupathes 
D/ſpofþr19n. hroke off his Diſcourſes, and having entercain'd the Travellers witha 
ſhort Supper, when the time of the night requir'd it, he diſpoſed them in 
ſuch Lodgings as his ſmall houſe aftorded. The next day confidering the 
place to which they were going, he gave them notice of ſome things which 
he thought ſerviceable to their Deſign. He begun after this wanner; You 
Pleaſure. have heard, Noble Travellers, and ſeen enough of Pzacenza, which hath 
not verified its name with ſuch pleaſures as you care for ; and Vanaſembla. 
through which you are to travel, will alſo make a great ſhow of many gau- 
dy things of another ſort, which when you examin them, well be found to 
contain but a ſivall watter of ſubſtance: And there are many perſons that will 
nake you believe their Countrey 1s the Kingdom of Heaven, which will not 
prove Angels if you look into their manners. As ſoon as you are within the 
Borders, which you will eaſily percieve, for they love to have oreat tharks 
of diviſion between themſelves and their Neighbours, Twould have you 
turn aut of the Common rode upon the right hand'; and then keeping 
ſtraight forward, you will come to a little Houſe ſtanding in anunſuſpected 
| place : it wakes no great ſhow, but is ſituate ina very kealthful air, where 
one that dy dVvElls an honeſt plain man call'd {piſtor, who hath retir'd thither for his 
nor believe ea- ſafety. He 18 humble, and thinks very meanly of himſelf ; bur having 
hy. been often abus'd by ſuch as he believed, according to report of others, far 
better than himſelf, he is of late grown wary, and doth not now think all 
thoſe good, who, though they do not affirm themſelves tobe ſo, yet give 
ſhrewd figns of ambitious defires to be eſteemed ſo; and whilſt they think 
themſelves ſingularly good, he examining the grounds of their indulgencies 
. toward themſelves, finds them to be but ſuch things which are common to 
Frog and bad ; and when he puts them to the tryal concerning any ſfingu- 
ar thing indeed, they are pitifully deficient. Having taken notice thatRe- 
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ligious pretences are appiicable to worldly Intereſt, and having feen inany 
ſo ſordid as to uſe them accordingly,he doth not at all wonder at thoſe ach1- 
ons which men zealoutſly perform ſometimes to the ajnazement of timple be- 
holders ,wt.o count him very gtoical becauſe he doth not joyn in ſuch a con- 


mon applauſe. He isnot much taken with Zelots, becauſe they have pur . 


Uncharitableneſs into their Religion, and branded Divine Moderation with 
the odious title of Lukewarnneſs. They ofcen ſtrike at the Holineſs of 
Morality with 1lliterate Invectives ;| but have fo much more ſlighted thoſe 
lovely vertues of which it doth confiſt by their immortal pradices, 
that they have made themſelves ridiculous to wife men, Þy the oftenta- 
tionof thoſe great pretences by which they priviledge theirexalted ſtate 
from the neceſſity of ſuch low matters. But the truth is, their eſtate 
is not ſo rais'das they would have men believe ? neither are the things 


which they depreſs of mean worth, for they are too hard and too good 


to be perform'd by wordy Hyppocrites. He is one that doth not 
ſwallow careleſly all Opinions which thoſe which take up every thing 
upon truit applaud for great Myſteries, having found many of them 
upon examination to be contradictions toall true Religion. When he per- 
ceives bold Notioas thrown abroad, he carries ſome of them home, but 
never lodgeth any of them in his heart till he hath cryed them, and found 
them right, by two excellent Touch-ſtones, which he hath ever by him; I 


have heard him call them 2 Emapſychon * Grapton: when they hold not » x «tarat 


good by this proof, he rejeds them for Drofs. And becauſe they are many 


Light. 
d The written 


times wraptup in odd embelJiſhynents of Fancy,and ſometimes cruſted over wa. 


with a ſhow of Antiquity, he hathan excellent File, call'd* Exetazon, by + x,amination 


which he doth pare off the outſides,and ſuch things as are faſtn'd to them to and enquiry. 


ſcr them oft, that ſo he may the more ingeniouſly and nakedly take a view 
of them. He 1s alwaies very ſuſpicious of ſuch as he diſcovers to be ſtamp'd 
with tome ſecret charaGers of Worldly Intereſt ; which though ic makes 
them currant with the Multitude, among whom Error goeth cover'd, yet 
rhey will not paſs with him. There are divers fele& Fa&ions amongſt thay, 
and they are all as confident as if Infallibility were ſhared among therm,and 
yet ſame of them muſt needs be in an Error, for they all contradict one ano- 
ther. They ſollicited Jp:ſona great whileto adhere to their ſeveral parties; 
but he was unwilling to divide himſelf from good men to ſerve any Humor, 
being well aſſured that when they have made their petty incloſures, the Di- 
vine Spirit will flie over all their Hedges,and converſe with good men whe- 
ther they will or no. Apiffon ſaw ſo much of plain Truth among moſt ofthem, 
that he knew would ſerve them to their moſt important concernments, bur 
that they ſpoil'd the uſefulneſs of it with Contention, Intricaces and donbt- 
ful Controverſies. He wasthe likelieſt to have been beguiled with ſome that 
extream:y reproved the want of Charity, and exhorted Men to Brotherly 
Love; but having oportunity put into their hands to expreſs it towards 
others which needed it ſufficiently, they being alſventreated to do it, con- 
felsd that the principle was excellent in it felf, but that their difference 
from them in judgment had made ic hurtful for them, By this he perciev'd 
that their Charity was but Self-love, and the exrent of their Kindneſs 

bounded with the circuitsof their own FaRtion. This was a pitiful diſpo- 

ſition, and infinitely below the true height of his generous Temper : for 

he is ſoclearly illuminated with the Divine Light, and hath his Paſſions ſo 

regulated anc fvectned with true Love, that he hath an excellent fym- 

pathy with God and and a:l Good men and ſetting before him the univer- 
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ſal Charity of the Father of the World, he hath a moſt afteQionate Regard 
to the concernments of All, and never thinks himſelf more honour'd than 
when he can procure their good. But as he engag'd himfelf in a&tion to 
bring to paſs the intentions of Good-will , he was ſo puſh'd with ſevere 
Falſhood, and ſo thruſt with bitter Envy, that he could not quietly paſs 
the ſtreets ; and thercfore to prevent miſchief he retir'd into a corner,there 
to expe better times, 

He will be ſhie of you at your firſt arrival : but you muſt be content with 
that, for he is no trivial perſon, and will recompence theſe appearances of 


Incivility with the advantages of a moſt deſirable Friendſhip ; and in par- 


* The State of ticular, he will give you a full notice of * Vanaſembla. 


Hyſeerifie, 


When Eupathes had proceeded ſo far, he took a ſinall Fablet our of his 
pocket, whereupon was written in Greek charaGers Miprner ameviv. (The 


a One of « grad Meaning of the words was a prohibition of raſh beleif, which * Expatbes 


Diſpoſrtion. 


dow that doth 
net believe 14- 


P- 


e010 that bath 
a great Throat, 
b un Hypoerite, 


* Poly Writ. 


and > Apiffon counted a great ſign of folly. ) And, quoth he, if you find my 
Friend make ſcruples of giving you reception, preſent to him this Tablet. 

Here was a rare Encounter of Mutual Afﬀediion : for, as Ewpathes by their 
Converſe had diſcover'd the Travellers to be excellent perſons, and was 
very unwilling to loſe their Company , yet by reaſon of the, Love which 
he had for them was careful to tell them whatſoever might make for their 
Happineſs when they were gone ; ſo they receiv'd ſo much pleaſure from 
his Diſcourſes, that they found themſelves moſt willing to ſtay when 
they were going. But as the Deſign which they had undertaken requir'd 
their Departure, ſo it made Expathes tonegled the conſideration of his own 
loſs, and to diſmiſs them to accompliſh their intended Journey. It was not 
long before they came to the borders of Vansſembla: but by reaſon of ſome 
intricate turnings they had gone a little out of their way, which they 
ſoon perceiv'd ; for having once miſs'd their directions, they knew not 
whither to go. As they wandred up and down, they ſtumbl'd upon the 
company of a great fellow call'd *Megabronchns, who was a * Vanaſemblian, 
but had been taking his pleaſure among his Neighbours of Piacenza.He was 
quite of a different temper from that of Apiſtor, for he could ſwallow any 
thing that was ſweetned with profitable conſiderations, and expreſs'd a 

eat indignation upon their naming Apiſfox by way of enquiry to know 
where he dwelt. No body can tell, quoth he, for he hath forſaken us 
in Vansſembla, and retir'd to a private life. He pretended a great offence 
taken againſt our Cuſtoms and Opinions, which are ſo excelent that they 
are grown the very Rule of Perfe&ion, from which nothing can be taken, 
to which nothing can be added. It's true there are ſome different 
Seas amongſt us, but I mean that which I am of. AU4priſten is of a ſque- 
miſh ſtomack, he will believe nothing unleſs he have reaſon for it.He doth 
give all honour to the book call'd * Hierographon, but he will be his own 
Interpreter : and though fourſcore or a hundred of our way reſolve con- 
cerning the determination of a Controverſie, he doth not think himſelf 
bound to believe our definition, becauſe we have not an infallible Spirit. 
I confeſs he is of a peaceable Temper ; I could never fall out with him, 
becauſe he would never - give me leave: though I had a great mind to 
have quarrell'd with him by way of Reproof. His Converſation is holy, 
as far as I could diſcern ; but ſome of wy acquaintants have declared great 
ſuſpicions concerning him, but they would not te] me the particulars; 
It may be, they had received fome informations againſt him, and at pre- 
ſent do diſtruſt the truth of them, or are guilty of ſome infimities them- 
OE | ſelves, 
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ſelves, that make rhem a little more ſparing in their ſpeech. However [ 
donot like him, neither do I defire to þe ſeen in the company of any that 
frequent his houſe ; for that may tuyn to my prejudice. | 

tyania and Panaretns were willing to liften to Mepgabronchzs his talk;the 
rather, becauſe he gave them a taſte of Varaſembla: and they werewilling 
ro detain him a while longer in their Company, that they might take oft 


his moſt groundleſs diſaffection to Ypiffor ; not oply having the engage- 9" who doth 


not 


ment of good information concerning his Worth, but perceiving the Allepa- jj 


tions againſt him to be picifully inſignificant. Panarezxs therefore as they 
went along between two Banks, where he could not well part from them, 
told him that they were as unwilling that he ſhould receive damage in 
their preſence, as that an abſent man ſhould be wrong'd in his Good rawe 
whilſt they were able to help it; and that they hoped they might eaſily 
prevent, if he would but particularly bear therr talk, as long as they had 
willingly given ear to his diſcourſe. Mepabronchus conſented : where- 
upon Panaretins having minded upon what particulars he had grounded his 
Accuſation, and taking notice that he had unawares ſaid many things in 
his defence, wade a ſhort anſwer to what he had ſo highly applauded in his 
own party and accus'd in Apiſton as bad, ' or Teffen'd as good. Ir's true, 
quoth Pararetis, that you think very well of your own Sed : I cannot 


blame you ; no doubt,your Adverſaries do fo of theirs. Bur you have ac- | 


knowledged your ſelf fallible, and therfore you cannot give any infall;- 
bleaſſurance of your being in the right in eyery thing. You are men, and 
12 may give ſo much to your Idiopathies that may biaffe you out of the way 
of Truth : you cannot but acknowledg this'to be true ; andif it be, you 
ought not to be angry that /piſfon doth beleive it. And fince youare fal- 


lible, as you confeſs you are, you ought not to be ſo much offended with 
a good man that thinks you are deceived in ſomething, where your ſelves 


do not deny tut that you may. If hedifſent from your determinations, 
no doubt but he thinks all neceſſary Truths are determin'd long ago both 
for you and him infallibly ; and he is not ſo mfich to blame for refuſing aſ- 
ſent to your fallible definitions, as you are for making new additions, be- 
ing neither divinely warranted nor infallibly gnided to do it. You know 
you differ from many others 'in the world, that think themſelves highly 
wrong'd in the negle& : therefore , good Sir , for rhe futire be 
perſyaded to ſuffer ic patiently that others do not in'all things agrte with 
VOu. 
| That Afiftor is very tolerable in other reſpects, appears from that Charac- 
ter which you have givenof the Temper of his ſpirit, and the Excellency of 
his Converſation, by which it may be perceiv'd he is one of Wiſdony and 
Modeſty in his Carriage towards others, and highly Valuable in regard of 
his proper Accompliſhments : and thoughyou may have receiv'd miſreport 
concerning him, you ought not much to value that, if you conſider the 
general inclination which is in men to diſparage ſnch as differ from them, 
thinking that a worth will accrue to their own Opinion from a creditable 
diſrepute caſt upon the perſons of the Diſſenters: ang 'you may com- 
monly obſerve it, that they can eaſily wink at groſs Faults in themſelves, 
thouoh they are always quick-ſighted as to the leaſt of others. | 
Whilſt Panaretys was ſpeaking theſe words they came to a place where 


two wayes met, and * Megabroxchus being weary of the diſcourſe eſpecially g,,., .3,..:. 


becauſe he could not anſwer it, he told them his way was to the left hand ; 
and having reſolved which way ſoever they went, he wo:1!d go no further 
K wi'h 


% 


eaſily be= 


eee 


with them; he made a rude haſte from their Company. They took the 
right hand, as they were direGed by Eapathes, and came in a ſhort ſpace of 
time to Apifon's houſe. He was walking up and down in a ſerious Medita- 
tion concerning ſome Difcourſes»which he had lateiy heard in * Vanaſemibla, 
wherein he thought the Goodneſs of Godto be greatly miſreported, and 
his Creatures taught to put very littleconfidence in him, to wit, that he ca- 
red but for a few of his Creatures, but did eternally hate the reſt. As he was 
iving thanks to God for making him partaker ofa better knowledg of him, 
by which he was ſaved from blaſphemous hatred and Helliſh deſpair ; hs- 
Meditations were broke off by the arrival of Urania and Panaretxs. He 
accoſted them fo, as they might eaſily diſcern he had ſome doubts 
concerning them by his Countenance ; but that they might not impuce 
his ſtrangeneſs to Incivility, he told them that he made no queſtion 
but they knew the times to be ſuch, that they required a great warincſs 
in thoſe that would not be abus'd. Though he had no particular cauſcs 
of Suſpicion, but that they made their viſit with a Courteous Intention ; 


« Oneof « gas YEt he deſired to know whence they came. They anſwer'd, from a Eupa- 


bone who deth 
not eafily be- 


thes. He is my Friend indeed, replied > piſton ; and ſome that have 
underſtood of our intimate Acquaintance, have made uſe of his name to 
deceive me in ſome things, wherein I had not been abus'd but for the credic 
I gave to that pretended Recommendation ; and therefore I muſt deſire 
ſome further aſsurance beſides your bare words, that you came from thence. 
_ Upon that, Uranjia pull'd out of her boſom, where ſhe had kept it all thac 
day, the Tablet which Expathes gave them. Apiſton having read the Sym- 
bot, immediately ſaluted them in moſt friendly manner, brought them in- 
fo his houſe, and gave them ſuch entertainment as men uſually beſtow upon 
thoſe whom they love unfeignedly. 
. Panaretws and Uranie, abundantly ſatisfied concerning the reality of 
their Welcome, deſired him to give them ſome account of the reaſons of 
that change which they manifeſtly perceiv'd in his Countenance and de- 
Poktment to them after the receiving of the Tablet. Apiſton told them, 
that there were in that Country and in divers parts of the world a certain 
company of plain honeſt men that deſired nothing ſo much as to revive true 
Charity, and to maintain thoſe few ſparks of it which are yet unquench'd 
by Covetuouſneſs, Malice, and Hypocrifie ; and that though they did ab- 
hor togivide themſelves from mankind by a ſort of Conſpiracy;.combi- 
ning againſt their frienſhip, yet they found it neceſſary to have ſome pri- 
vate ſign, by which they might be known in forein parts to ſuch as ha- 
ving never ſeen their faces before, might by this token be aſſured that they 
were their Friends, and ſo ſupply them with advice or money, or ſuch aſ- 
ſiſtances as the buſineſſes which they were imployed in might require; The 
reaſon of this neceſſity is, ſaid he, becauſe many that are incomparibly 
good are ſometimes very poor, and being in ſtrange Countries might be in 
danger of periſhing, by reaſon of that Uncharitableneſs which prevails in 
"the world, and hath ſo hardned the hearts of the Rich, that they will not 
releive even thoſe whom they beleive to be in want, and might know to 
be ſuch as do well deſerve ſupplies. Beſides, ſome of our Friends are ſome- 
times engaged in ſuch undertakings that require more aſſiſtance than one or 
two or twenty can contribute, and we want conveniency of tranſmitting 
ſuch things into other places as are of neceſſary uſe : but by this means 
theſe defes are made up, none refuſing either to give credit to him that 
carries it, or to beſtow their help in ſuch ways as they find to be beſt to 
| accompliſh 
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accompliſh theſe Vertuous deſigns, which are undertaken for the Univer- 
ſal good of Mankind. + 


Panaretus much pleas'd with the device, demanded of him; Who was the 
firſt Author of it. Pythagoras, faid Apiſtin ; and in Imitation of the Ver- 
ruous exawple of thoſe excellent Philoſophers, which by obedience to his 
Precepts reviv'd Charity to the Admiration and envy of the World, we 
have, amongſt ſome more of their Jaudable Cuſtoms; embrac'd this. We 
have had ſome Experience, quoth Xranza, that it 1s not unuſeful ; but do 
you think, Apiſton, that the Pythagoreans did agcompliſh ſuch effects as you 
mention by 1t ? There 1s no doubt of that, ſaid Apiſton : and, if you will 
have the patience to hear it, I will relate you a Story out of an Authentick 
Author, which will give you plentiful aſſurance of what I ſaid, 

There was a poor Pythagorean, who having travelled a great way on 
foot, by reaſon of the hear of the weather and the length of his Journey 
fell into a violent Feaver. Helay at a publick Inne where no body knew 
him, and having not provided money ſufficient for ſuch Accidents, he be- 
gan to be deſtitute of Neceſſaries; which the Hoſt underſtanding, ſupplyed 
him out of meer Compaſſion to his ſad Caſe. When the Diſeaſe had gone 
ſo far that Death was now at hand, the ſick man call'd for a Writing-Ta- 


ble, which means was only left to requite ſo great love, though the effec 


of his defire would not come to paſs till after his death. Having written 
a certain Symbol, that is, One of thoſe Sentences which was part of the 
myſtical De&rine of Pythagoras, he ſent the Table to his Hoſt, praying 
him to hang it up, on that fide of his houſe which was next to the High- 
way, and to obſerve if any that went by cook notice of it ; aſſuring him 
that if any ſhould chance to read it which underſtood the writing, he 
would not only repay his coſt, but alſo reward the great care which he had 
taken of a Stranger. As ſoon as he had ſaid theſe words, he died. The 
Hoſt buried him, and though he expeded no return of his Expences, yet 
omitted nothing that belong*d to a decent Funeral. He had ſo little truſt 
in the Table, that if he had not been mov'd with the laſt words of adying 
man, he would not have hung it forth. A good while after he had plac'd 
itaccording to his direGions, a Pythagorean travelling through that Town 
eſpyed the Table hanging upon the wall, and having eſpyed one of their 
Symbols upon it, he went into the Houſe to know who had put it there : 
and having underſtood in what manner the charitable Hoſt had uſed his 
poor Gueſt, he requited him not only with many thanksand great praiſes 
of his Vertue, but with much more money than he had disburs'd ; leaving 
not only the Hoſt, but all the Neighbourhood, wondring at ſuch a rare 
inſtance of extraordinary Friendſhip, and concluding that it was an excel- 


lent dodrine which made the mutual Iove of thoſe which profeſs'd it to be 


ſo great. | | 
Apiſton having ended his Story, though he could perceive no viſible 
ſign of wearineſs in {{rania or Panaretus, which indeed was put off with 


that true delight which they found in many pleaſant Conferences ; yet re- 
membring their Journey, and to declare his Civility, he perſwaded them 


ro retire to their Reſt, which the night alſo being far ſpent tnade very ſaa- 
ſonable and welcome to them all. 
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Hen the gray-ey'd Morn with her roſie fingers "y 
had drawn the Curtains of the Eaſt, and the L 
glimmering light began to peep upon the 2 
World, Urania and Panaretws, now weary 
of their Reſt, left their Beds, being loath to 4 
ſleep away a minute of that day by whoſe ov 
light they hoped to ſee the much-defired Bex- I 
tivelio. Had they known his preſent Con- 
dition, their ſleep would have been ſhorter 
and much more diſturb'd : but meafuring the 
Truth of their Hopes by-the Extent of their 


'Wiſhes, they ſuppoſed him well, with whom they knew it could not be I 
ill, if Equity had the diſpoſal of things in the place where he was. So Lo- S 
vers pleaſe themſelves in ſympathies with their own defires, and take no "7 
ſwall delight in propheſying all Happineſs to ſuch as they do entirely af- | 
fect. 
 Apiſton's thoughtful Soul had call'd him up a good while before ; for w 
being uſed to the pleaſant entertainment of wakeful Meditations, he was = 


content with a ſmaller portion of Sleep than thoſe allot to themſelves who 
have no better uſe of dark time, and know no other Tay but what 15 made E” 
by viſible Light. To begin the day with him who is-the Beginning and -' 
Endof all our lives, he vook a Theorbo, and ſing this holy ſong to it with | 
a £909 Tenor Voice. | 
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ines, which by their preatneſs ſignified the Magnitude of thoſe Edifices 


_ the Earth ſupported : but their Uſefulneſs far exceeded their Magnifi- a 4 lover of 


—_ 
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Good Cod ! how dull « thing am |, to make 
Nights of this tedious length; when ſuch awake 
Who need more ſleep then 1, and riſe by Night, 
Whoſe work will ſcarce pay for their Gandle-light 2 
Is Death ſo lovely grown, that I ſhould court 
His drowſie Image in this ſleepy ſort ? 
What pleaſure ts t for half my time to be 
In cloudy miſts loſt to my fef and Thee ? 
The chearful Birds with early Notes begun 
To ſing their eMattens to the rifing Sun. 
And all the Flowers lift up their neading heads, 
And ſpread their leaves upon their fragrant beas ; 
and deck themſelves with all their pride to give 
Welcome to thoſe bright Fires which make them live, 

But I hie ſtill detain'd in uggi] Dreams, 
Though thou art up, and with the att ive Beams 
Upbraid'ſt my Sloth: Nay, thou doſt never ſet, 

| But upon Sinners and ſuch as forget 

Why they have Eyes. Great Sun, thy out-ſpread Ray, 
Chaſing the Shades, doth make a conſtant Day ; 
And with it"s Vigour all dark powers Controuls, 
And ſhines at midnight upon watchful Souls. 

Lord, fince thy luſtres by this Earthen Ball 
Are intercepted, and I in a wall 
Of Mud ſhut up, and thoſe groſs Fumes that riſe 


rom this foul Dungeon cloud my feeble Eyes ; 
Tear this 1% Curtain and reſtore my fight ; | 


Trauſport me to the Regions of Light, 
Where nothing comes from whence a Cloud may grow, 
Where bleſſed Viſions Light and Eyes beſtow ; 
Where Holy Souls Eternal Watches kee 
Adwanc'd above Earth, Sin, dark Night, aud Sleep, 

* Apiſton had juſt finiſh'd his Song, when his ſervant knock'd at his door g,, wo 4 
to acquaint him that Uraniz and Panaretwus defired his company below. Aﬀ- ner eaſily br- 
ter he was come down, and had given them the uſual ſalutations of the Mor- *v* 
ning, they declared to him their willingneſs to perfe& their journey. He 
readily anſwer'd their deſires, both with the civility ofa ſpeedy diſmiſſion, 
and alſo accompanied them on the way, till they came to a Hill from whence 
they had a full view of Vawaſemblz. Hypecrifio. 

The Sun having now attained that Height which makes Noon, the 
heat made them willing to reſt a while under the covert of ſome Trees that 
grew near the foot of the Hill, they being alſo pretty well wearied with 
their Travel through barren Grounds, which for the moſt part were-over- 
run with a ſhrubby ſort of low Briars, fill'd with ſuch ſharp and tenacious 
Pricktes, that 1f they chanc'd at any time to ſtep out of the beaten Path, 
they could never pet clear off them without moſt hurtful ſcratches. As they 
took notice of the proſpe&, Urania ſpied on each ſide of them divers Ru- 


which lay buried under them; and thereupon demanded of Apiſtom what 
they were. They are the Remains, quoth he, of as goodly Fabricks as ever 


| we | . God. 
cence, built by the incomparable Twins s Theophilws and * Philanthr . "ak; b A loo of 


Two ſo loved by the peop!e in former times, that they call'd them the Sun 
and Moon, whom they reſembled in g:orious Splendour and,benign In- 
fluences. They having with no leſs Diſcretion than hearty Zeal devoted 
themſelves to God, and knowing no ſuch way to improve their worldly e- 
ſtate as by imploying it to further ſuch Deſigns as God doth moſt delight 
in, they built and endowed theſe Houſes, partly to relieve the poor, judg- 
ing themſelves their Stewards, and making account that by the receipt of 
Riches they vere put F» the tryal of their Charity and Humility ; partly 
to entertain men of Excellent minds; to thisend that there they might have 
an opportunity to improve Knowledg, the glory of Humanity, and to 
preſerve it þya pradeht Comunication to others, and ſoto keep out that 
barbarous Ignorance that invades Mankind, and draws it down into the 
ſame level with Beaſts : with this great aim alfo, that men bemg made par- 
takers of true acquaintance with the Divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs which 
are diſplayed in the Works of God, might be raiſed into wiſe and juſt Ado- 
rations of the Creator, which they expreſs'd frequently in Holy Hymns ; 
and being inamoured with the Goodneſs of God truly known;might expreſs 
a worthy imitation thereof,in relieving the imperfe&ions of Youth by Know- 
Jedg and Vertue, and extending the Benefits of the ſame Charity to all o- 
thers that ſtood in need of that better ſort of Alms: But alas! not long fince 
they became a prey to deſtruction, which was brought to paſs by the Co- 
a One who he- yet ouſneſs and Ambition of two wicked brothers, * Timantus and * Pleg- 
ge _—_ * #efFon;who envying the Charity of former tin.es, which they could not imi- 
perſon, tate, and 'grudping thoſe which needed it the Cowfort of Ancient Liberali- 
ty, eſpecially having an eager thirſt after their Revenues, diſpoſſeſs'd them 
by Violence, and leſt future Ages ſhould repent of their Anceſtors fins,and 
reſtore the true owners to that which God and Man had made their Right, 
they pull'd down the Houſes and ſo made the miſchief irreparable. 
Apiſton perceiving the time of parting from his Company to draw near, 
. broke off the diſcourſes which were between them, and began to ſpeak of 
the Countrey which was now their proſped& after this manner; This Coun- 
a Fypeerifie, try of * Vanaſembla had its name given to it by the Þ Theoprepians, who 
jo -oag chri# thought it fitted them but too well, becauſe they made an Apiſh imitation 
of the Theoprepians. But the Vanaſemblians, who thought highly of then» 
ſe: ves, did not like it by any means, as judging it both inferiour to their 
worth, and diſpraceful in the ſignification ; and thereupon made an order 
to puniſh ſuch, as ſhould repeat the Name, though bur in jeſt, with their 
ſore diſpleaſure. 
The Country was formerly divided into two equal Parts, one call'd 
—_ agn'® * Polyglottus, the other b Microcheires : but becauſe of the likeneſs of their 
' Tempers and affinity of Manners, they united themſelves into One Juriſ- 
diction ; and to keep the 01d Names,they call'd the Metropolis Polyg/ottus, 
and the Country Mrcrocheires. The Inhabitanrs of Polyglottas are all guided 
by oneRule, yet for diſtin&ion ſake they parted themſelves, according to 
Savncs.; their diſcretion, into. five little Diviſions, which are now call'd * Pam- 
« Falſe inſol. 11a, * Iconium, © Pſeudenthea, * a TN and © Agazelus. 
ration There, Apiſton took his leave of the Noble Travellers, who keeping a 


d Fain faith, quick pace to redeem this ſtay, within a few hours arrived at * Polyplor- 


e Great zeale, | . 
f dll rongue, Fus. Where they firſt endeavour'd to know what was become of Beyrt- 


wvolto: But this work was not ſo ſoon diſpatch'd as they thought ; for after 
much enquiry they could by no means find him. This was an extraordinary 
trouble to them 311 that Night, which they were fain to bear in a Com- 

| mon 
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mon Inne, reſolving as ſoon as the light of the Morning gave them leave, 
to renew their purſuit ; which they performed accordingly : For having 
learned of a Stranger, who lay in th&ame Inne, that ſuch a one as they de- 
ſcribed came to Town, (though he could not tell where he was ; ) they 
made their furſt enquiry among ſuch as attended the Higher Powers, (now 
the Government was of ſucha ſort as very few couldtell what it was ; ) only 
it was formerly Monarchical: ) but they ſoon underſtood, that he deſired 
entrance at Court, and had been admitted but that Flattery and Falſhoad, 
Jealouſie and Fa&ion kept himout. The next ſearch the y made among the 
Gallants, which were ſcatter'd up and down the Met---elx ; hut moſt of 
them proteſted that they never ſaw him : only one ſat}, he haC been with 
them formerly, but. had received ſuch offence from Pride an41Luſt who 
kept them Company , that he would ſtay no longer among them, They 
went next to certain Houſes built for Pleaſure in fertile grounds not far 
from the City ,. where thoſe which might live where they pleas'd us'd to 
ſpend the Sununer ; and having enquir'd of the Peaſants for Bextzvelio , 
they anſwer'd that none of that name had come into their Landlords hou- 
ſes {ince they left off the old Charitable Hoſpitality. Being fo far diſap- 
pointed , and doubting where to ſeek next , it 1s likely, ſaith Panaretzs, 
that he hath taken ſanGuary in ſome of the Churches : and having enter'd 
into one of the moſt famous for outward beauty , they hadgreat hopes of 
finding their loſt Friend for they heard his name often mention'd, But 
after a ſhort ſtay one inform'd them that he was not there ; for that a furious 
Cebate , which was held there a few dayes before, had ſo inflam'd the 
parties with wrath againſt each other , that they did many ſtrange things, 
and, amongſt the reſt , at the inſtigation of an Ignorant Zelot , he was or- 
dered to leave the place. This put them to ſo great a loſs intheir thoughts, 
that they reſalv'd to ſeek him any where, ſi uppoſing they might meer him 
where it was not very likely he ſhould be, ſince they miſs'd him where they 
had good reaſon to expect his preſence ; and ſo they went towards the 
Merchants-Walks : but when they were come thither, one told them, that 
Covetouſneſ; had forbidden him their Company. As they paſt by the 
Schools of Diſputation , they thought to ſtep in: but hearing a tumultu- 
ous noiſe about impertinent Queſtions, they knew ifthe had been there 
he would have come forth preſently. It may be, ſaid H{renia, according 
to his Cuſtom , he is gone to viſit ſome Hoſpital : but when they came thi- 
ther , the Poor people told them ſad news, that they Had ſeen ſucha one 
in former times, but of Jate he never came near then, They had yer 
ſome: fwall hope to meet him amongſt the Common people as they walk'd 
upand down the ſtreets: _but-it ſoon vaniſh'd; for they knew he could 


not converſe with ſuch as had reſign'd themſelves to Murmaring , Sloth, 
Fraud, and Hatred. 


eee td 


At laſt they met with a good man call'd * Philoxexus,who perceiving them Alover of 
to be Strangers, was loath to paſs them by, eſpecially becauſe he gueſs'd by 79%" 


their Countenances, that either through unacquaintedneſs with the place, 
or ſome other occaſion, they were under a preſent diffatisfation. ' Ha- 
 ving demanded whether his ſervice might be of any uſe to them; Yes, 
ſaith Krapia, if you could give us notice of a Friend, from whom we 
parted not long ſmce, having agreed to make this City the place of our 
meeting 3 where, though we have hitherto ſought him in vain, we know 
he muſt needs be , except ſome diſaſter have befallen him. Withal , ſhe 
gave a deſcription of his perſon: which Philoxenus having well conſi- 
dered 
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# Au unmerc- 
j ful man, 


A moroſe per- 
ſon. 


Hypeerites. 


Alover of 
frangers. 


A benign pex- 
ſou, 


T reedom of 
| ſpeech. 


dered, he knew whom they ſought, and pray'd them to go with him t0.-—— 


his houſe, where they ſhould have tidings of their Friend. They went a- 
long with no ſwall joy, hoping to find Bextivolio at his houſe. This they 
quickly ſaw to be a miſtake ; for Philoxenws, perceiving the Error of their 
Expedcations,told them plainly that he was not there. Where is he then?quoth 
Hrania, with a quick reply. I am loath to tell you, ſaith Philoxenes, be- 
cauſe he is where you little think, and where he doth leſs deſerve to be : 
He is in Priſon, under the Cuſtody of a cruel fellow call'd * Achreſtms ; and 
becauſe I know , you long to underſtand how he came there, I will briefly 
accquaint. you. Your Friend being preſent at a Religious Conference,it hap- 
pen'd that ſome with a great deal of. blind Zeal did ſpeak very unworthily 
of God : upon which he pray'd them to conſider better of God, before 
they ſpoke of him after that wanner 3 for that in his apprehenſion the things 
ſpoken were very.much to God's diſhonour. Hereupon ill words were re- 
eurn'd, and one call'd him Heretick ; and in fine the Diſputation ended, as 
moſt uſe to do, to little purpoſe. But the next day an Accuſation was prefer 
red againſt your Friend before the Magiſtrates, who carried a very preat re- 
ſped ro the Accuſers, . becauſe they were perſons that made a great ſhow of 
Gravity and much Zeal for Truth. They accus'd him at random, and lay*d 
{o many horrid things to his charge, that an Order was granted to commit 


4n augrymas. him to Priſon. I underſtand that Articles are fram'd againſt him by one *Or- 


giltus, and thathe and another call'd * Dyſcolus will witneſs them, though 
Dyſcolus never ſawBentivolio in all his life. The Articles are the ſtrangeſt 
things to quote againſt a man by way of accuſation that ever you heard, 
* viz. That Bentivolio ſhould ſay, That the * Vanaſemblians made Religion 
* amaſque;. That their Laws were fine Cobwebs ; That he had been in 
* many Countries where he heard not ſomuch talk of Goodneſs, but was 
* never, in anywhere he ſaw leſs perform'd ; That the people were wholly 


*Atheiſts ; That they ſet the Profeſſion of Vertne aud the Practice thereof 


* in oppoſition to eachother ; That little things were in high efteem with 
them, and greater matters {lighted ; and ſuch like. But the anger concei- 
ved againſt him was blown up by the Malice of one of the Judges; who had 
a great ſpleen at Bextivolio, becauſe he had written a letter to reprove 
him , for taking away by a moſt wicked fraud a poor mans eſtate, whom 
two or three Sycophants: had made obnoxious toa ſlight Law. 

Philoxenus knew well enough that this was but 11] news to his Gueſts ? 
and therefore to corre@ the unacceptableneſs of his Story, he told them 
that he madeno doubt but that he could put them ina way to accompliſh 
his ſpeedy deliverance:which is quoth he, to make application to one of the 
chief judges, whoſe name I have forgotten, who is a moſt juſt Magiſtrate, a 
lover of Right, not ſmutted with Covetouſneſs, nor bþyaſs'd with Partiali- 
ty, and that knows well enough, that Goodneſs doth not conſiſt in ſuch 
Niceties as moſt underſtand not, and few agree in. Uranta greatly pleas d 
with this Relation , defired Philoxenns to bring her and Panaretus to the 
Judge's Houſe ; which he willingly perform'd: and having ſent in aſignitica- 
tion of their deſires þy one * Eumenes,a ſervant that alwaies gave much re- 
ſpe& to Philoxenus,and was willing to aſſiſt any that came to his Maſter up- 
on worthy errands, the Judg ſent them word that they ſhould attend' him in 
x. fair room, which by reaſon of the tiberty of acceſs and freedom of 


ſpeech, which he allowed there to all wrongd perſons was call'd * Par- 


rhefia;where he accordingly met them, without ſuch deiaies as proud per- 
ſons deſign to State, but prove the-reproachful fignifications of their vain 
Fo Oey minds. 
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minds. He being much taken with the graceful preſence and Vertuous 
Carriage of Hrana and Panaretus, which were not only correſpondent to 
all perte& Rules, but ſcem'd to be exprefſſi ve of ſomething which is beyond 
the attainment of the moſt rais'd Hypocrifie, he civilly demanded the 
cauſe of rheir Addreſs : which when they had declared, he gave order 
in;mediately to ſend for Bextivolto, aſſuring them that they ſhould have all 
fair reparation, if it ſhould appear that he was wrongfully 1mpriſon'd. Be- 
fore he was come, his accuſers, who had timely notice of his being ſent 


for, appear'd and made many general accuſations againſt Bentiveli. Uranta, - 


taking the opportunity of their ſence, to whichat laſt they were forc'd, 
having ſaid all they could, not weighing the unjuſt reproaches of one 
whom ſhe knew to be innocent, prayed the Judg to examine the Wiinefſes 
apart concerning the Articles, which by the firſt reading appear'd to be 
fram'd with much indiſcretion, or e!ſe upon great malice. Her requeſt was 


-granted, and * Orgilasbeing brought forth, ſaid, he received the Articles + 4, angry 
In a letter from a friend of his, whom he deſired to be nameleſs, and that man. 


he had prefer'd them, he confeſs'd, not without a grudge againſt the per- 
ſon of Bentivelio, becauſe he did not afſent to himone day whilſt he was 
aſſerting with no ſinall vehenence, That Moderation of Temper towards 
men of different Opinions was worſe then Atheiſm ; and becauſe he had 
heard him ſay, That it was one-of the preateſt calamitics that ever befel 
Chriſtian Religion, that Chriſts Diſciples, ſo call'd by themſelves, were 
ſo unlike their Maſter ; and that he thought the moſt Ignorant were always 


the moſt fherce; which he took as a particular affront to himſelf : And this 
was the Summof his Teſtimony. 


* Dyſcolus being call'd forth, affirm'd, That Orgilus wrote the Articles, * 9ne apt ts 
and that he himſelf did not hear the words ſpoken, but that he ſign'd the '$ake off ens«, 


Charge, becauſe he had heard ſich words and worſe related concerning 
him in ſeveral places ; and particularly that he affirm'd, he was able to 
bear with Honeſt men though they differ'd from his Apprehenſion of things, 
and thought that others ought to do ſo with a mutual regard to each other ; 
eſpecially ſince he knew no Church which was Infallible, and therefore 
ought not to force men of peaceable ſpirits and Innocent lives to an ac- 
knowledgment of Divine Authority in their private determinations when 
the matters are dubious and of 1 m—_ Importance : and the rather becauſe 
they refuſe to ſubmit to the Impoſitions of others, and have declar'd the 
Uſurpation of one that hath dignified himſelf with the Title of Infallible 
Interpreter, as a mark of Antichriſt. He added ſome other words of diſlike 
of Bentivelio's Perſon, becauſe his Temper was ſo contrary to his own, 
proteſting that he did not love lukewarm Concord ; that he knew ſcarce 
any thing indifferent ; and that there was no diſtemper in Heat, and that 
the Torrid Zone is the middle Region where Verrue inhabitg==—— Peace, 
Peace, faid the Judg, your brain is too hot. If this be all the buſineſs, you 
are a couple of Unworthy perſons, and you ſtall have the reward of your 
Malice. Hetold Betivelio, that he was ſorry that any perſon of Wiſdom, 
and Vertue, but much more that Bertivolio ſhould ſuffer [ mpriſonment in 
that City upon ſuch frivolous pretences ; That he might go whither he 
pleas'd, and that he ſhould improve his utmoſt endeavours to procure the 
free abode of himſelf and his friends in thoſe parts. 

Having diſmiſs'd Bextivolio, he applyed himſelf* to ſome that had too 
paſſionately abeited his Accuſers, and pgxceiving that they were not very 
well pleas'd with what he had done, he accoſted them thus ; Are not yau 


L aſhamed. 


— 


| I 
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| | | | *aſhamed to appear in ſuch a diſhonourable buſineſs? Could you ſtoop to 
4 11; ſuch lowneſs of ſpirit, as upon ſuch poor grounds ſo pitifully witneſſed to, 
1H # *ro diſquiet ſucha worthy Gentleman? Will you make this place diſin- 
h/ l *habitable to ingenuity ? When you judge concerning your duty, lay aſide 
| F ſ the hindrances of Intereſt, which mult needs prejudice your diſcerning 
ill; of Faculty. Enjoy your own thoughts, in Gcds name, but do as you would 
i / fl | be done unto; and what you would not have done unto you, do not, 
ot 018. *Where ſin manifeſtly cleaves to an Opinion, you may juſtly ſhun the 
| *afſertor, becauſe he hath diſcovered his wicked Temper by owning fal- 


hood : but when any thing is ſo darkly reveal'd that we cannot aſſure 
| | Our ſelves that he which holds the part contrary to us is condemn'd of 
| himſelf, I darenot give the odious name of Heretick. You allow ſuchas 
| | *difſent from you to be Learned and Good, when you ſpeak out of paſſion ; 
*<and becauſe the Difſenters are ſo conſiderable, you ſhould not be too per- 
HO! *©mptory in your determinations. Why ſhould you conclude that for 
þ "neceſſary, which your diſſenting from many Wiſe and Good men doth 
| {+rrove to be doubtfully declared ? What you pretend concerning the ne- 
|  *ceſſity of your Conſequences is leſs valuable, becaufe you are not ſure 
| | *0u do deduce them right ; and your Explications are not of themſelves 
| *Faith-worthy, ſince you do not pretend to be Infallible Interpreters : and 
{5f you ſhould challenge a Right toall mens Faith, you do little leſs then 
Suſurp Divine Authority, ſince both Scripture and Reaſon deſert you in 
«the claim of Infallibility. Inſtead of this odd zeal, for God's ſake pro- 
: mote ſuch things as are unqueſtionably good ; and there is no doubt but 
*25 that ſhall kindle the flame of Divine love more perfealy, we ſhall clear- 
fy ſee the way towards our preſent and Everlaſting Reſt. With ſuch 
words he diſmiſs'd them, but very little ſatisfied, becauſe he did not de- 
wi! _ clare himſelf for their Opinion ; contrary to which they could believe 
£ Wight nothing true. 
| a 4 lover of Uraniaand Panaretus having thus regain'd their deareſt Bentivolto, they . 
Sirangere retir'd altogether to the houſe of * Phzloxexus, who had no ſinall ſhare in "5 
KEE! their joyes ; where when they had diſpatch'd ſuch Civilicies as were due to g 
i | '  bawh preat Love and long Abſence, they renewed their deſires of ſeeing > Poly- Fo 
$164 _ glottws;and that they might make a full diſcovery of it, they reſolv'd to be- 7 
FE 1 [1 | gin at oneend, and ſo proceed quite through it. E 
ts Fs 2 all Dk Their firlt ſtage was * Pammelena, which was plac d in an obſcure part of 40 
4 f 44 the Suburbs ; for the Pammelertans were of no great eſteem in Polyglottms, 
$0 bf {4 ' They were the leſs r<ſpedted becauſe of their black ſwarthy Compledtion ; 
T3. 77 . which was not caus'd by the heat of the Sun (for they were reyov'd far e- 
q! nough from light ) but rather by ſome infernal ſoak, which had tann'd 
them. they were confign'd to a place which fitted them : for the ground 
_. was low, and continually ſent fortha ſteam, which did ſo darken the Air, 
161} that it was impoſſible to perceive any thing diſtindly among them. Ar a . 
$4 | i good diſtance they tcok the People for Trees walking up and dowr: ; but 
$7: when they came nearer to them, and heard them make a brutiſh noiſe, they 
1 hl 'Þ thought they had been Beaſts : but theſhape of their bodies refell'd tha t 
8 £06 error, for they went upright, and ſo they concluded them to be Men ; : 
* hb. Þ [4 - though it's true that Apesand Monkies, with that poſture in ſuch dark air, 
f ” | — might have put tricks upon: them. They were much troubled with a di- 
FEERN _— wh 16, ſeaſecall'd * Hylotes : which though it permitted to them an indifferent good 
Ls) it Body, uſeof their more Bodily powers,by which means they couldeat and drink, 
US} taſt and feel; yet it did extream!y dull their Wits, and ſent ſucha thick 
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rheum into their Eyes, Ik could ſcarce ſee that which lay juſt before | 


them ; and wade them ſo hard of hearing, tha: it was a difficult matter to 

inake them underſtand any thing that was ſaid to tham. It produced one * 
eminent quality, which was very obſervable in them all, which was call'd Gt 
Dyſpithia : by reaſon of this, though they held many ridiculous Opinions; erty ; 
yet no Reaſons whatſoever could move them to an alteration of their mind, 

They were all troubled with a great weakneſs of memory, which was per- 

ceiv'd quickly ; for Bentivolioand UHrania having at their deſire told them 


their Names, they a5ki'd them again ſo often, that they were aſhamed to 
F anſwer: and at firſt, doubting whether it was not an Abuſe, they cried | 
: whether they had not forgotten their own ; and when they could not re- 


member them, their Wonder fell into Pity. i 
No great watters were expected to be ſhown, where one could ſcarce | 
ſee any thing : Þut as rhe noble Travellers were upon their return, paſſing | 
through a dirty narrow ſtreet they ſtumbled unexpeRedly upon an od 
Temple dedicated to * Ygnea; which was unſpeakably dark, both be- 
cauſe it had no windows, and by reaſon of the natural foggineſs of the | 
Air, which was ſo thick that tt might be felt. They, not dreaming of a | 
Clurch in ſuch a diſinal place, thought it was the womb of Night, the al 
Cave where Darkneſs ſleeps, a Charnel-houſe for empty Skulls, or indeed i 
the very Region of Death. But miſtakes are eaſie in fuch a place; it was h " 
the Pammelenians Chappel, It was built ſo capacious, that it would hold 0 
all the inhabitants of * Polyglortus, and there was a report that they ex- _ 4 
tended the building to that greatneſs by- a general Contribution : neither ne 
was their money laid out wholly in behalf of the Pammelenians, for the 
richeſt perſons and men of great quality throughout the whole City did ; 
often repair thither to Worſhip ; nay ſometimes perſons fam'd for know- j 
ledg were obſerv'd to ſteal in among the reſt, = =_ 


It happen'd to be the hour of their Devotions, by which means the en- i 


* Iynorante, t 


0 trance was more eaſte, though to ſay true it is difficult at no time, for the 
= Doors are very wide, and are never lockt, When they came in, they ſaw 
| the ill-favoured Statue of Agnes flovenly caſt in Lead, on the one ſide 
ſupported with an old Woman call*d a Hypnetica, who lean'd drowſily a4 fue we I 
upon the wall, with her Eyes ſhut, as if the had been dead, Upon the Þ** 4 li 
other fide was the Statue of a man call'd > Thphloſarthes, which was carv'd c = ; \7 
in Wood, but with a brazen face, with ſtaring looks full of impudent 4 q 
| Confidence ; the Eyes were open, but did not reſemble ſuch as have ſight | 
for the Tunicles ſeem'd to be all of Horn. | Fe ; 
They expected no myſtical Ceremonies in the Chappel of Ipnorance ; 
however upon the Wall above the Altar they ſaw ſomething written in odd | : 
'F Characters, which could hardly be read, becauſe he which put them j- | 
| could hardly write ; only Bextivolio pick'd ſo much ſenſe out of the ugly | 


" 
ſcrawls, as to underſtand that they had a mind to have inſcrib'd this f 
ſentence. 


TO KNOW NOTHING IS THE SWEETEST LIFE. \# 


After a long ſtupid filence, a purblind fellow call'd * Moroſophus, i | 
began tomake a Speech : and what ſhould it be, buta Declamation (for- : 
l i | a great company of 
Impertinent words in the praiſe of Apnea? He extoll'd her Beauty ridi- - 
culouſly, but that fools know no difference between Praiſe and Diſpraiſe ; 


| 
L 2 and ; | 

| 

| 


ted Man. 
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ſooth) againſt Ky»owleds, which he had ſtuff'd with ' 
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and in commendation of her Colour, he ſaid, ſhe was not unworthy to be 
call d the Queen of darkneſs. He prais'd her Blindneſs, becauſe it was 
perfect ; her Immovableneſs, becauſe it was ſuch as might vie with that of 
Rocks; and ſaid, for Contentedneſs ſhe excell'd the dead : with much 
more ſtuffe of the ſame ſort, which did not a little pleaſe the Pammelerxians, 
Who had hired this half-witted fellow with good ſtore of Viduals, and a 
ſmall ſumm of Money (which things he only aim'd at) to make a Speech 
now and then as a defiance againſt the reſt of Pohglottus, who had ſpoken 
ſomething by way of ſcorn againſt Ignorance, and Moroſophus had repor- 
ted it tothe Pammelenians in hopes to getithe foremention'd employment ; 
and it ſiicceeded according to his expeGation. For the Pammelenians were 
ſo mad that any body ſhould offer to underſtand better then themſelves, 
that they entertain'd him on purpoſe to confute and reproach the pride of 
ſuch vain boaſters. By this means he was engaged to uſe that little wit he 
had, to prate fooliſbly againſt Knowledg. His words were Oracles among 
the Pammelenians, whom by ſeveral odd devices he had ſoenamour'd with 
Tenorance, that they abhorr'd Wiſdom as a kind of Devilliſh thing. 
Having ended his laviſh Praiſes of Agnes, he continued his Oration 
made in Diſpraiſe of Knowledg, after this manner. *And what is Know- 
* tedg but the Opinionof the Proud ? What are Books þut the ſhells of that 
* Opinion ? What are Tongues but Nut-crackers Dy which the kernel is taken 
© out ? What are the Sciences but Ignorance call'd by a wrongname ? What 


© are the Arts but tricks invented by Wit to inſnare the ſimple ? What is 


© Reaſon it ſelf but ameer Trap to catch the Ignorant ? Memory is an un- 
* Iucky Table, good for nothing bur to record injuries and fuch things as 
bare better forgotten. Fancy is þut a Spider's wheel, made to fpin Cob- 
* webs ; Learning is the vain Jingle of Curioſity ; Academies the fcoliſh 
© effets of miſtaken, Zeal ; Scholars a lazy ſort of unuſeful people; and 
* the Schogls the Nurſeries of thei Idleneſs, where the ſpawn of cunning 
$ Knavery is brought to.maturity. What is Skill in any Myſtery but an un- 
* profitable device got with wuch trouble and expence of time and money ? 
*Thoſe which they call Wiſe Diſcourſes are only a Rhapſody of affeed 
© Woxds put together to amuſe and gull the Vulgar. O thou moſt hateful 
f Learning! thou art an Arch-enemy of Levelling, and the all-defired 
© Equality { which cannot be had whilſt menof greater Abilities will pre- 
* tend greater Merits, and are choſen into higher places, becauſe they are 
© fitter to manage. them. But if men would believe it, able parts are good 
« for nothing but to diſturb the reſt of Mankind ; Greater Underſtandings 
$ plague the World with Diviſion and Controverſies ; the uſe of Diſputa- 
«tion is to unrayel the peace of Mankind, and to root up the beſt ſetleq 
$ Governments. Then be fell into Exclawations brutiſhly loud ; Bur O 
« profound lonorance ! the Neſt of Peace ! Thou art the quier fleep of the 
«Soul,* in which all harmful thoughts ceaſe, Thou art the Nurſe of 
©Self-love. Were it not. for thee, Fools would never admire themſelves 
© and others who are fooliſhly like them. Thou art the wht olſome Root 
© of Obedience. Princes and States do juſtly extoll thy worth, and are 

* unſpeakably beholding to thy incomparable uſefulnels : neither do they 

© more. advance thy Honour, than ſecure their own Good, when they ba- 

« niſh Learned men our of their dominions, or force men from Books by 

© taking away the Eſtates of Students. They are the Obedient Ignorant 

© who not underſtanding their own Intereſts, are content only to think of 


* ſall matters. They never raiſe any bluſtring winds to mount themſelves 


* higher, 
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*higher, becaufe they judg nothing ſo ſafe or eafie as t01;e:upon the ground. 
'Theſe are content to ſee with other mens eyes, becauſe they have none of 
[their own. Since they cannot contradict the unreaſonable appointments 
Of their Governors with better things offered jn their room, their: þlind- 
'neſs makes their Obedience chearful : and though ſonetimes a peeviſh fit 
happens to take them, yet it bodes no great hurt, becauſe they do (but 
-jmperfe&tly underſtand the deſigns of their Superiors, nor can eaſily &gd 
*Out any Ways to oppoſe them, but ſuch as the foreſight of wiſe counfel- 
{ors hath ſtop'd before hand. 

Then he applauded the Pammelenian Valour, that is, the Boldneſs of the 
*Blizd ; and affirm'd all Demofthenes's kindred tobe Rhzpſaſpides (by which 
*word the people underſtood Conjurers. ) then he Jaught at Plafo for fop- 
*iſhly wifhing, That all Kings were Philoſophers. Then fetching his breagh 
the renewed his mode of Exclaiming;But Q braye Tarks;the proof of my gb- 
*{crvations: where Knowledg is Treaſon,and Books Rebellion/O wile Rowe, 
*which knowelt no ſupport like that of an implicit Faith, and acknowledp- 
&ſt no Mother of Devotion ſo fruitful as Ignorance, and haſt wiſely put 
*he ſweet babe to Nurſe to blind Obedience ! Q the rare Myſteries of true 
*Knowledg, whoſe methods are then moſt applanded, yvhen they introduce 
*the moſt perfe&t Ignorance ! O unſpakeable Ignorance, who doft put ſo much 
Þeholdingneſs upon Knowledg ! Juſtly have we made thee our laſt End, 


 *when Wiſdom doth confeſs thee to be fo great a Means, that ſhe can do © 


nothing without thee. | 

There he ſtopt, being hindred from going further with abrutiſh Hum 
from the Pammelexiazs, which did (o raviſh the Aſs, that {ravia and Berg i- 
volio conld not but think, that if he ſhould'go a fewſteps further, he wauld 
paſs from a fool into a Mad-man, and therefore becken'd to Panarerys to in- 
terrupt him ; which he did in theſe words : *Peace, peace, vain Talker, who 
*knoweſt no uſeof thy Tongue but to make a Beaſt ſpeak, Thou haſt bray'd 
*2 great while after fuch a manner as woule baye put thy (elf and thy Cli- 
*ents to ſufficient ſhame, but that thou art guarded -with Impudence, and 
*they with Ignorance. Thou doft not know what thou doſt prophzne, nor 
'"doft care whom thou doſt abuſe. Are-nat theſe Pammelenians blinc 


which 


Enough. 


* fallout with Books;becauſe they are but the Shells of Knowledg.Who ever 
*ſaid they were more'? But is it a diſpraiſe toa golden Cabbinet that it is 
* not the Jewel? What if the$ be but Shells ? do they not include a kernel, 
* which is the food of the moſt worthy part of the World ? Are not thoſe 
"Tongues againſt which thou ſpeakeſt, thoſe honourable Interpreters by 
which we enjoy the Experien ce and Friendſhip of foreign Nations ? Are 
" not thoſe Books which thou undervalueſt the ſacred Repoſitories where 
*the Riches of Wiſdom are ſecured againſt Oblivion? I am afraid it is but 
"loſt labour tomention to Thee the Pleaſures of heavenly Contemp/ation: 
" Doth not this lengthen the brevity of our ſhort life with the Knowledg of 
* many Ages ? Doth not this help the Reader confin'd at Lowe to travail a- 
* broad and to enlarge his Mind with the view of other Countries ? Is not the 
"huge Maſs of Divine Knowledg divided into many Fooks, by that means 
"brought unto us from the many parts of the World in c!'oven Tongues ? To 
"this ] might add, That ſuch as enjoy this Felicity are not more accompliſh'd 
* in their own capacity,than made uſeful to an Univerſal good:ſo that a!l the 
" Joyes of their private Meditationare not only allowable becauſe they are 
* moſt pure in themſelves,and moſt perfe@ive of Human Nature where they 
* are poſſeſs'd ; but becauſe they terminate themſelves in ſuch produds as are 
* the beſt Welfare of Mankind, if they knew their own Concernments. 
© Tt is ſcarce worth the while to take notice of thy filly Politicks. What 
'* is a Common wealth but an Union of men ſv fram'd as may moſt promote 
* thegood of all ? Aprudent Aſſociation, by which they may more eaſily 
* enjoy what is communicated to each, and ſecure their happineſs againſt 
* ſuch as growing itregular in their Principles, may. ofter diſturbance 
from among themſelves, or endeavour by a Foreign Power to ſhake their 
* well-founded Proſperity ? But'who ſhall lay the Foundations upon which 
*it is to be built? Shall Fools Compoſe the Rules of their Government? 
* Shall mad-men make Laws? or will you truſt them with the Execution of 
*ſuchas are made ? Doth not evety one acknowledg that beſides other In- 
© capacities, there is nothing more Injuſt then a Fool ? Shall ſuch as under- 
© ſtand not their own Intereſt appoint what is fit to be done as to the con- 
© cernments of many thouſands ? A Fool knows not how to behave himſelf 
towards the variety of humors and mutability of tempers in thoſe which 
$areto be govern'd; and he muſt needs beatan horrible loſs by reaſon 
tof extraordinary accidents which happen frequently in Hunane Aﬀairs; 
« Alas 7 filly men are ſo far from being Eligible themſelves that they are 
*not capable of chuſing others for good Magiſtrates : for though ſome 
«among them are not unfit by a Truſt of the Legiſlative power to perfe& 
« the Laws, Or to execute ſuch as are well conſtituted ; yet it isa wonder if 
« the brutiſh Multitude find them out ; or if they do ſtuwble upon them, 
<yet itis a thouſand toone but by reaſon of ſome ſlight fancy they will 
*negle& the moſt apt perſon for an inconſiderable fellow. | 
 ©God hath taken ſuch care of the World, that he hath put it in the power 
Cof Rational Nature to find out ſeveral Arts which do relieve it in many 
« neceſſities : but weak-headed men, though it may be they will allow 
«ſome Mechanical Arts as tolerable things, becauſe after .ſeven years 
« Apprentiſhip, with much ado, they have learn'd ſomething of them, 
© or find by Experience they cannot be well without them ; yer did they 
<eyer Invent any, or add conſiderable Improyement to that which wag 
* found out by others * | ; 
«But fince thou didfſt greatly long to make an odious mpveſenatien of 
earn' 
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'Learn'd men, it is ſtrange thy.dark Fancy did not fall upon ſome hand- 
*-mer accuſations then Cowardiſe and Sedition, which thou haſt pin'd 
'upon them with very {light Arguments. True Valour refuſeth not to ex- 
'poſe it felf to hazards in the defence of the common Welfare; and who 
*yill ſo boldly ſtep between-that Jewel and Danger, when it preſents it 
*{elf, as the Wiſe, who know the incomparable Worth of that for which 
'they venture themſelves, and have made it an eſpecial Article of their 
Creed, That they were born to live anddie for the publick Good? Put 
'the World carnot be quiet for them. The Falſhood of this Crimination is 
tevident to thoſe which will but conſider that Ignorance is the true ſpring 
of all Diforder. Dark minds fall'd with Error are like Clouds big with 
*Thunder ; and when they are Maſters of ſo much Power as to give vent 
*to their fiery Paſſions, they aſtoniſh the World with the Effects of Rape 
*:nd Cruelty. The truth of this might þe inſtanc'd in many deplorable 
*Acions of the mad Multitude, Jgnorance is ſo naturally harmful, that if 
*fuchas are ſtrangers to Wiſdom ſhould do any good, it were only a great 
*Zhance ; for they do with the ſame eager endeavours overthrow Right 
*with which they ſometimes blindly oppoſe Wrong. They are altogether 
*tnapt to acquieſce in the determination of the þeſt Governours, becauſe 
{they underſtand not their own Good when it is propounded, and do often 
eoreedily catch at the worſt Shadow for the beſt Subſtance, and witha ſuf- 
cient dotage beleive things to be true which are molt falſe, having not 
«ability to diſtinguiſh Truth from falſhood, if it be but a little mask'd with 
*ſpecious pretences. How ſhould they prove otherwiſe than unruly, 
*fierce and diſobedient, whoſe Obſtinacy is not lefſen'd by force of Argu- 
*ment, which they feel no more then a Stone ? Shall they abſtain from Tr- 


regular a&ions whoma low Condition doth continually prompt to rob. 


others, where furious Self-will raigns, and,the many-headed Beaſt donbts 
*not to Indempnikie it felf for what it doth, by a inultitude of Swords ? Bur 
prudent SubjeGs make no ſcruple of giving Obedience, becauſe they know 
{the ſafety of the World 1s ſupported with the defence of Laws, and that 
&ll particular good Intereſts are wrapp'd up in the publick weal, which 
«cannot conſiſt with Mutiny and Rebellion. Wiſe Princes, who know that 
their own and the Peoples Happineſs ſtand upon the ſame Bottom, and 
[that they are preſerved or deſtroyed together, feeing that the weak Mul- 
*titude 1s not able to guide it ſelf, and that they are not able to 
«<xtend their ſhort hands to the vaſt compaſs of Afﬀairs; have neceſſarily 
{ought aſſiſtance from the abilities of prudent Miniſters. And as they 
{find their People improv d in their Underſtandings, (which is a principal 
<perfe&ion Jthey rejoyce both in the Peoples Good, and their own Glory, 
*when they ſee that their Subjeds are men. He is rather a Herdſinan than a 
<Prince who deſires to raign over Beaſts. Its true, whena King abandons the 
Royal Diadem of Righteouſneſs, and puts on the inglorious Crown of a 
Tyrant , becauſe he means to do that which is diſhonourable to 
be known, he will endeavour to wake his Subjects ignorant ; of which 
<mperfe&ion he makes the ſame uſe that a Thief doth of a Miſt : and if 
<his deſigns take, the people, bereav'd of their Liberties and Rights, have 
the ſame Conſolation from their Ignorance that the Traveller hath in the 
{Joſs of his Money, when he conſiders that he had not been fo eaſily robb'd 
but that it was dark. 

{That fine inſtance of the Txrk is but too great a witneſs to this Truth, 
*miſtaken by thee, Dull Soul, who canſt ſee no difference kerwixt things 


diredly | 
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4diredtly contrary, that is, the Confirmation of an abſolute Monarchy in 
©2 Tyrant, and the Eſtabliſhing of the Peoples welfare under a Juſt Prince, 


*He hath delivered you from Knowledg, and beſtowed upon you ſtupid 

*Tgnorance, beſtial Laſt, and perfe& Slavery, and by your own help hath 

nade you utterly at a loſs as to the means of Deliverance, and ſo in a 

*worſe Condition then his Captives, for theſe are capable of Redemption. 

*And you, heavenly Remazs, have done well, Chave you not ?) to build 

*the. Heights of Faith upon the ruins of Knowledg. O ſhameful abuſe of 

| Truth, where men moſt piouſly believe they know not what, and ſome- 

| {times profeſs that which they know to be Falſe ! O ſtupid Obedience, 

*which knoweſt no reaſon but Slavery for that which thou doſt eagerly 

«perform ! Thou, Holy Tyrant, who from thy high Throne lookeit 

down ſo diſdainfully upon all petty Robbers, take to thy ſelf the glorious 

(Title of Supreaw Uſurper, ſince thou haſt invaded and deſtroyed the 

| Liberty of Souls. 

Here Panaretus wadea pauſe, having gone ſo far, not that what Moro- 
ſophus had ſaid deſerv'd ſo much anſwer, but to correſpond with his 6wn 
defiresto undeceive the Pammelentans, who not only periſh'd themſelves 
'P for want of Knowledg, but were very forward to deſtroy ſuch as had the 
imputation of it. Moroſophus gnaw'd with the guilt of his wicked under- 

taking, went to Panaretus, and whiſpering in his ear, ſaid, he confeſs'd 
| the truth of what Panaretus had diſcours'd, and the wickedneſs of his own 

l Speech which he made againſt his Conſcience, and defired Panarerus to 

appoint him any method of Repentance for his Folly, except the diſgrace- 
fu] recanting of his words before the Pammelznians, whom he was fain 
to pleaſe, being compell'd for want of bread to ſpeak abſurdly : he beg'd 
leave alſo to paſs from that forlorn place under the guard of their Com- 
Panaretus having obſerv'd with what Hypocrifie his fin was com- 
pounded, and being not. yet aſſured of his change, rejected his motion 
with this Reply ; No, baſe Fellow, remain in Darkneſs ſince thou hateſt the 

Light, let thy portion be with ſuch as love Falſhood, who couldſt ſell 

# FOnmne Truth fora piece of bread. As Panaretus had ended his words, an Officer, 

mt | + 4 balf-wir- that had attended to what had paſt, arreſted * eMaroſophas, and carried 

W110 rd Men. him away to anſwer ſeveral things. laid to his-charge by one call'd * Auto- 

Ny 118 * Self- con- . . 

W441} heme'ls. catacritus, in the great Court of Polyglottus. It was reported afterwards 
that his puniſhment was, that he ſhould never be truſted with the keepin 
of any Publick Library, leſt, when hewanted money, he ſhould be brib*d 
to burn the Books. 

| The noble Travellers not intreated ſo much as by way of Ceremony to 

bl Imagery. ſtay any longer, haſten'd towards Iconium: and they were no ſooner 

\'F enter'd within the firſt borders of their Precin&, but they perceived a 

it * Carnal, diſcontented fellow, whoſe name was * Gataſarkns, to come forth of a dark 
Hole, which he had made his Lodging in the Rubbiſh of anold Temple, 

* the ſhadew formerly call'd* Skiamelluſes, which by report in ancient times was the moſt 

| Ac «#7. magnificent Edifice in the World. His Habit was ſomething ſtrange : he 

| had a great piece of a broken Yoke about his Neck, which was guilded, but 
extreamly heavy ; yet the old Fool did ſo dote upon it, that he would 
often turn about his neck and kiſs it as he went along. He wagcloth'd 

with a long Garment, and about the Borders of it he had faſtned great 
Fringes with blew Ribbands ; upon his Forehead and the wrilt of his left 

Arm hehad tied broad Scrolls of Parchnent which were fill'd with Hebrew 

| Sentences 
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centences:;he intending a fignification of no ſwail Sandtity by theſe Myltical 


Ornaments. He made a daily Lamenration for the deſtruGion of Skramel- 
luſes, though 1t happened above a thouſand years before he was born ; 
but having heard great Stories of it, among other things he was made to 
believe that it ſhould be reſtor*d again to its ancient Glory:and as he was go- 
ing to pay one of his ordinary Viſits ro the Sea-Coaſty he was met by a Gen- 
tleman which ſeem'd to be made vp of Gravity and Sweetneſs, his. name 


was * FEuprepes, and he accoſted Cataſarkus after this manner ; Sir, TI have , 4 th 
obſerv'd trouble in your face, and have often taken notice of thoſe walks perſon,one wha 
which you have wade upon the Sea-ſhore with ſuch expeGation as one may ſerves « de- 


perccive in thoſe who have friends abroad, when they think that the time 
of their return approacheth. It is ſo, ſaid Cataſarkrs ; for I earneſtly ex- 
pea the coming of a great Prince, who, as Iam inform'd, will ere long 
land here to rebuild the now deſolate Skiamellaſes. 

Alas, poor wan ! ſaid Euprepes ; you are fed with vain hopes : It ſeems 
you have” but few Correſpondents abroad, or at leaſt they furniſh you 
with very imperfed Intelligence. . The Ship which you Took-for was caſt 
away long ſince upon a Rock which is inthe borders of the FEaſt-ſea, call'd 
* Stawrius : but the Prince whom you mention'd, a good while before that 
Accident happen'd, foreto!d ( for he was a prophet too ) that Skiamellu- 


ſes ſhould never be built again, and gave his Friends the Model of another 


ſort of Temple in ſome few things reſembling that, but contriv'd with far 


greater Skill ; not ſo gliſtering outwardly, but much more rich, a great 


deal larger, and of better and more laſting Materials, of which this was 
but a Shadow ; and charg'd them never to attempt the reparation of this 
waſte Struure, At theſe words Cataſarkus went away ind very great difſ- 
content without replying the leaſt wotd. | 
Hrania, who with her Companions heard the diſcourſe, demanded of 
Euprepes further information concerning Cataſarkus, and in particular 
whether he was not one of extraordinary Pietys fince he had ſo much De- 
votion towards the remembrance of a ruin'd Temple. No, ſaid Euprepes ; 
for though he ſeem wonderful Religious by his garÞ which you have feen; 
and though he never look'd-up all the while he talk*d with me, aS_you 
could not but take notice, and wears, that Mortar-hat upon his head, pre- 
tending by that means to keep his eyes from berng polituted with the ſight 
of this wicked World ; yet I have enquir'd into him among his neigh- 
bours, and do underſtand by them that he is no ſuch ho!y perſon as he 
would be eſteem'd ; and that he doth more dore upon that old Temple; 
than love the God who once dwelt init : and that he doth wore talk of 
ancient times, than do any preſent ſefvice to his God, though he lives for 
ever. He loves none of his Neighbours, though he is behoſden to than 
all. He hath liveda great while in many places where he hath no righr ; 
only the Natives of mere humanity, do not turn him ont of the Country; 
becauſe he hath none of his own to retire to : and yer the chiefeſt uſe which 
the ingratefu fellow makes of their conrtefie 18 to cheat thery; which he 


can more eaſily do, being of a fingular Craft. He hath inhis Cell an Iron 


Cheſt full of Money, which he attends day and night as watchfully as e- 
ver the Dragon did the Golden Fleece. They ſay, his Heart is as: hard as 
the metal of which his Cofter 1s made ; and that he ever ſhows his cruelty, 


when he hath any opportunity to make anadvantageof it. 


Enprepes being loath to trouble them with any longer difcovery of ſuch 


- anauſtere piece of Wickedneſs, left off his talk : and-as they went along, 


M_ | they 
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hs Bentivolio and Urania, Book 111. 
they came to the Ruins of an_other Temple, but lf; famous than the 
7 hr hoe former ; and having « E-xprepes for an Interpreter, Bentivolio ask'd him what 
decent. It vas. This Tewple, faith Euprepes call'd Þ Paxtheon , was formerly 
b 41! the God:. the Seat of an old fooliſh Ring call'd « Polytheus, who took upon him a 
Bipe TR ſtrange power of making as many Gods as he pleas'd ; and ſuch as he fan- 
Gods, cied moſt he worſhipp'd, and conſignd the reſt to his neighbours. 
Though this Temple was not equal to the former ; yet it was of preat note 
in times paſt for brave Images ( which ſome ſaid were abſurd pidures of 
things that cannot be reſembled ) for ſplendid Altars, crown'd Sacrifices, 
Bulls with guilt Horns , and ſuch like things. But the worſhip being ſtu- 
pid Idolatry, and the Worſhippers as very Feaſts as thoſe which they 
offer*d, having ſtood too long to evil purpoſes, at laſt a young Child ap- 
pear'd f.o1p Heaven, and ſtruck it down with his hand. The ruin'd parts 
were ſuddenly diſſipated with a dreadful Thunder, which ſtruck ſuch a- 
: mazement and horror upon the beholders, that no body durſt ever ſince 
attempt to put them together again. 

They wade no long ſtay here ; and as they paſs'd on, a few ſteps brought 
them in view of a pile of magnificent buildings, whoſe chief Glory was a 
——_—_— ſtately Church call'd * Exoſemnon, rais'd high with lofty Towers, which 
"  gliſter'd with that ſort of Braſs of which they make tinkling Cymbals : 
but it ſeem'd to ſtand totreringly upona pitiful Foundation ; for it was 
built upon Sand, and ſupported on each fide with worm-eaten poſts. 
It was adorn'd with fair Windows; but when they were within, they 
perceiv'd the Light was much obſtructed by a difficult paſſage through 
thick glaſs. This was much help'd by the conſtant flames of great Tapers 
which were ſuppoſed to be lighted for that end, or elſe to burn day-lighr, 
for the fun had been up many hours, and ſhone with that vigorous 
brightneſs that no Cloud, had power to appear. The Walls were cloth'd 
withrich Arras, wherein Gold and Silver, of ſinall value notwithſtanding 
the worth of their Matter, were fain to ſtrive with Silk for the pre-emi- 
nence of curious Workmanſhip. The fides of the Church were to 
thick ſet with Pictures, that it ſeem'd to be made in imitation of Plato's 
Den, where one could ſee nothing but ſhadows. But they were proper 
Ornaments in ſuch a place, where Religion conſiſted ſo nuch in paint, 
that many took the Church for a handſome Tomb where Piety lay glori- 

oully interr'd. | 
Their covetous neighbours of * Keropiſts deſired not to have Religion 
dreſs'd, becauſe they would not þe at the coſt of Garments; only ſome 
who were loathto let her go quite naked, had got ſome fluttiſh clothes 


* Pain-/8ith, 


and put them on ſo ill-favouredly, that her friends were aſham'd to ſee her 


appear publickly in ſuch an ugly diſguiſe. As ſhe ſtept into this Temple 
one day to give them a Vifit, the Exoſemnians beſtowed a more becoming 
dreſs upon her, by which ſhe was known a good while after : but when 
ſome of her diſcreeter friends were dead, others out of a fooliſh diſlike of 
what was well appointed, would needs undertake to adorn her after a 
new faſhion ; but they put on ſo many odd pieces of gaudy attire, that 
the people after a little time began to think that ſhe was nothing bur 
Clothes. 

. . As they took notice of divers Fancies, their Eyes were call'd off by the 
ſtately entrance of a great Perſon, whoſe head was invelloped with three 
Crowns, which were put on partly as Enſigns of Power, partly of 


Ambition : Two Circles of the Triple Ornament ſignified what he had 
| gotten. 
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gotten, and the Third what he deſired to add to the other two ; for ha- 
ving no juſt Right to the Eclelaltical or Civil Powers which he had utur- 
ped, he was attempting a newfound Authority over them both. His 
Officers had their names from the four quarters of the: Wor!d, where they 
were to execute the commands of his unlimited Soveraignty. His Veſt- 
ment was adorn'd with variety of rich Co:ours, and look'd as Gold doth 
when it is mix'd with Snow. His Gate was maje(tick ; his attendants 
fuch as follow the triuwphant Chariots of Conquerors. - He was no ſconer 
ſate down ina Princely Chair which was ready for him, but the prieſt be- 
gan tO murmur over ſome Prayers, which. for ought the peop'e knew 
were made to him, for they were in an unknown tongue. _ Afterward 
ſome ſhrill-throated fellows began to ſing; and though wany of them 
blended their voices together, yet the matter was ſo order'd, that if 
Religion had conſiſted in Sounds, this had been perfe&ly acceptable ; for 
it was impoſſible to find any fault with the noiſe, it was ſo harmoni- 
on -” | 

It was ſome trouble to Beptivolio and his friends that they could not 
underſtand the meaning of their Devotions ; however, they comforted 
themſelves, becaiiſe they gueſs'd at it asnear as thedull multitude of ſta- 
ring people, who gap'd as if they hearkn'd with their mouths, whilft a 
wagpiſh fellow that went up and down with a Spunge flung water into 
them. 

After a while they began a Collation; and having given the people 
ſome Bread, it was expeRGed that they ſhould have Drunk too : and there 
was Wine good ſtore, but it ſeems the Officers drank it all up themſelves. 
Sure, quoth Urania, they are very uncivil to wake a Feaſt, and give 
their Gueſts no drink. No, faid Ewprepes ; for, for half of this old Sacra- 
ment which they take from them, they have given them Five more new 
ones. As they were talking, atall man which ſtood by the Altar took 
upa great bundle of little papers, which the Ignorant call'd Indulgexces ; 
and whilſt they - threw them among the people, it ſeem'd to be juſt like 
the imployment of idle boyes, who cut their paper into uſeleſs ſhreds, and 
throw them out of their Windows, that they may fee them blown up and 
down by the Wind. {{rania ſeeing ſome words written upon them, took 
one of them up, and read the Inſcription, which was, LEAVE TO 
SIN. Good Lord, quoth Panaretys, how ſinall a Beniſon contents theſe 
people ! They think themſelves happy becauſe they have licence to undo 
themſelves. In their Devotions they made uſe of ſtrange Ceremonies 
which they had invented to the great diſturbance ot Divine Worſhip, and 
multiplyed to an exceſſive number, not being content with a few decent 
Rites which were us'd of old, and are alwayes profitable, becaufe they 
naturally expreſs an humble Religion. | | 

As they were going away, being ſufficiently tired with beholding ſo 
many impextinent Follies, they faw a Woman kneeling very devqutly 
before an old Shrine, and there making a prayer to one dead man for an o- 
ther. I wonder, quoth Berxtzvolro, at the ſtupidity of her Faith : how- 
ever ſhe keeps ſome decorum in her ſenfleſs addreſs, in that ſhe im- 
plores aſſiſtance from one that cannot hear her, for an other that is Paſt 
help. yo 

A: they were come without the Church-dore, and had agreed to re- 
tire home, they were invited to ſee ſome private Recefſes which belang- 
ed to the Church, by divers orders of Ghoſtly people, whoſe. holineſs 
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34 Eentibolio and Urania, Book III 
conſiſts, in the name of their Foundcer-<caint, and wv ko excell one another 
in goodneſs by reaſon of a diflerent Habit, or inthat it is tied ak out them | 
with a Girdle of a more mortified co.our, tFeir chief office is to licenci- 4 
ate Hypocriſie, and to wake void tHe Carger of a firful life : for they : 
have agreed upon a way that permits none to go to Hell but ſoor ſinners, 
or the covetous Rich who would fin for nothing ; the firſt mvſt go kecauſe 
they cannot, and the other becauſe they will not pay others to ſufter for | 
them. The reſt are out of danger ; let their life Ee what it will, they | 5 
will inſure their ſalvation after they are dead, bv burying them in a Monks ; 
Habit, which without doubt is utterly incapable of Damnation. They | 
have concluded alſo, That thoſe deſire to te dawmred who will not be ſo 
eaſily ſaved. Theſe do never ſcruple their own Holineſs, by which | 


they ſave others alſo that are wicked, Fecaule they are Jike the Apoſtles, 
whom they do ſufficiently reſewb.e, though they be never ſo Ignorant and 
Wicked, becauſe they are Poor : and they are wonderfully poor, and free 
from Coverouſneſs too, kecauſe they receive no money Except it ke pri- 
vately. 

They have hallowed the Luſts of the ſieſh ; for by their lawful enjoy- 
ment of Sin, they have altered Foly Marriage intoa ſandtified ſort of 
Fornication; the very Etews having ceasd to be prophane, fince his 

\ ' Holineſs hath condeſcended toreceive the wages of Uncleanneſs. They 
have invented a comfortable ſort of Faſting ; it goes for Abſtinence with 
them, to eat an other ſort of meat then they do ordinari.y, though that 
be as pleafant and more nouriſhing, And when they are pinch'd with this 
new kind of Hunger, they ſay their prayers by cozens; and if they run 
over their Beads the ſecond time, they do ſo over-rate the foolery, that 

: they make no doubt but they have merited Heaven, not only for them- 
ſelves, as Wicked as they are, but for others too which are Jazy, or 
which cannot be at ſo much leiſure as to do any thing for their own Salva- 
tion. 

There were infinite heaps of ſacred Reliques ; but after they had ſhew'd 
the Box wherein Tudas his Kiſs was inclos'd, and the Coffins of Ananias 
and Sepphira,with ſome other diſgraceful Remains, {{rania would ſee no 


more. | 

They were no ſooner come into the Church-yard, but they were ac- ' 

a Picty, coſted witha moſt lamentable SpeQcacle ; for they ſaw the fair Lady a Ex- 24 

b Pure Smoli- (pþia with her truſty Companion Þ Akerea, driven violently out of the \ 
thc Church. One might well perceive how miſerably they had -been us'd: for 


their Hair was torn, and the blows which they had received left ſufficient 
marks upon their skin to witneſs the cruelty of thoſe which gave them. 
Alas! Madam, ſaid Urania, how came this miſhap ? By the walice of the 
Exoſemnians, replied Fuſebia, who have ſeiz'd my houſe, and made the 
holy Sanduary a den of theeves. This beautiful Temple was once fill'd 
with holy Prayers and, thankful Hymns, which men free from guile ſung 
continually in praiſe of the Redeemer of the World. Then Religion 
flouriſhed, being rooted in ſincerity and watered conſtantly with heaven- 
ly dews of Divine BenediGion: and though Godlineſs wanted thoſe 
ſplendid Accoutrements with which theſe Hypocrites have now endea- 
voured to adorn it, it was its own Glory, and commanded the love of 
all behelders withthe power of its native Luſtres, But now, alas !. how 
wan doth it look, notwithſtanding they have us'd all ſorts of paint to ſup- 
ply its defeQs ? It is defac'd with Hypocrifie, which how hard a matter it 

Is 


Book 111, Gentibolioand UJranta. 
is to COncea|, is but too apparent, when all the colours which they have 
lay dio thick upon it will not ſerve the turn. How many Footeries and 
{ies muſt be put together to ſupply the wantof Plain-heartedneſs, which 
when all is done cannot efie& it? What ſcorns Coth Truth ſufier when 
ſhe ſees her ſelf baſely repreſented upon a ridiculous ſrage by theſe Wick- 
cd Hypocrites? Ah poor Simplicity ! what Wounds have I received for. 
thy ſake ? Bur I take them with Joy, when I conſider how oft thon haſt 
ſaved wy life : and I know my life doth ſo depend upon thy welfare, 
that I cannot out-live thy death for the ſpace of a Minute. Thou art the 
Joy of wy life and the Comfort of wy eufterings ; and though I am di- 
ſtreſſed, yer I will ever rejoyce, fince [ am not ſeparate from thy compa- 
ny, my deav * Aker.ea. Let them pleaſe themſelves with the empty Ca- 
binets of Truth which they have rob'd from me ; I have enough in thee, 
my Jewel Aker. | | 

Madam, ſaid Hrenia, your Affliction is ſo unjult, that methinks it 1s eaſie 
to wake thoſe which have impos'd it upon you ſenſible of the greatneſs of 
their Sin. Will you accept of my Brother's aſſiſtance to plead your cauſe, 
who, though Fe is not permitted touſe his Sword in this place, may per- 


- adventure by worthy Argument make them relent ? Never hope for that ; 


Madam, ſaid * Enſebia, they are too much harden'd; nothing can make 
them relent bur Thunderbolts. There is reaſon enough why they ſhould 
repent; but they will but loſe their labour who ſhall attempt their Conver- 
ſion. They have ſtop'd up the way to Righteouſneſs with Worldly Inte- 
reſt, and have rendred a Reformation impoſſible by making it a dawnable 
ſin but to talk of it. If they ſhould pretend to admit you to a liberty of dif- 
courſe, you will find but ſmall efte& of your diſputation ; for propound 
what Argument you will, they have an Univerſal DiſtinQion, call'd * Diffs 
mrs Romphea, much akin to that ſharp tool with which Alexaxaer diſſoly'd 
the Gordrzan Knot ; and though they apply it barbarouſly, yet it will ſpoil 
the beſt argument. And it isto as little purpoſe to aniwer any Diſputants 
of theirs : for the laſt Opponent 15-ſtill a Butchey,who, inſtead of Syllogiſins is 
arn'd with an Ax. Ir is not ſafe for you to ſtay here, where Religion is pro- 


pagated with Subtlety and Violence, becauſe they have no confidence of 


ſucceſs from Truth or Charity. Since they ſaw ſome diſlike in your faces at 
your departure, It is probable they will inquire af:er you, and if they 
once lay hold of you , they will force you to ſtay Jonger than you defire 
in this wretched place. Upon.this ſeaſonable advice they made haſte out 
of Icontum, and Enſebia underſtanding, what was their purpoſe in* Pſes- 
denthea, went along with them : but Ewprepes took his leave of them, for 
having been there formerly, he had obſerv'd ſuch unbeſeeming carriages 
among them, that he reſolv'd never to come there again. 

They were no ſooner entred into Pſeudenthea, but they ſaw all the in- 


| habitants flocking together, like a company of Wild-Geeſe, towards a 


broad place in the middle of their Pariſh: and as they drew nearer, 
they perceiv'd a Stage rais*d pretty high, much after the manner ot that 
which Mountebanks do uſe, and Three Men walk'd upon it in ſuch a ſort as 
if chey had deſign'd a ſtrife- which of them ſhould moſt expreſs to the life 
the poſtures of Mad-men, They acted their parts not unhandſomely : for 
beſides ſtaring eyes and mouths all foaming with froth, they had all the An- 
tick geſtures of brain-fick perſons. Their names, as the people ſaid, were 
a Mantimanes, Þ F,xorcifta, and © Panſtreblus. They were a'l Mures, till one 
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The firit that began to a&t was Mantimanes, who was mich diſturb'd with 
an Extream heat of his Brains, and he pull'd out of his Locket an Alwanack 
which was {cribled over with divers Horoſcopes and other Aſtrological 
figures ; ſome of them he pretended to Fe the fates of Kingdoms, others 
were {0 particular that by then,he could make the people underſtand eve- 
ry thing that had or ſhould þefal them from their Nativity to«hcir Death: 
this they did confidently believe, though they knew rot why. After this 
he ſhew'd them divers Looking-glaſſes, in which he ſaid, they might ſee 
what was become of their Friends in the moſt remote parts of the World; 
that young Women might plainly diſcern the Completion and Stature of 
the Husbands which they were to have, with wany ſuch things. - Then 


* 4wandring calling ſuddenly to his man * Planaſter to open the little Window of the 
- Retiring-room upon the back of the Stage, a little Dove flew out, and fit- 


ting upon his ſhoulder put her Bill in his Ear, whilſt he pretended to liſten 
to her with much Devotion. After the Dove return'd, Planaſter open'd the 
door and let out a white Doe, which * Mantimanes had kept tame a good 
while privately in his houſe, and affirm'd to the credu!ous vu'gar;blinded 
with ſuperſtition,that it was a Meſſenger ſent from God. Ke receiv'd a Let- 
ter out of her mouth, which Planaſter put in, and having diſmiſs'd her, he 
open'd the Letter; and having read it to himſelf withall humble Reve- 
rence, he acquainted the people that he had obtain'd the favour of Cod to 


| know many ſtrange things, which were to be kept ſecret at preſent, but 


which he would reveal in due time ; and that in the mean while he was to 
propheſie deſtrucion to the Worid, un'eſs they did ſpeedily repent. Exor- 
ciſts had now been awake a pretty while, and ſuſpeRing by the Prologue 
which he had heard that a long ſpetch was to follow, which would both 
take up his time, and for ought he knew either roÞ hin: of the Audience or 


indiſpoſe them to attend his pranks, to prevent the worſt, he 3 7 to 


quarrel with Mantimanes, and after ſome words wutter'd again, * Exorci- 
ſta commanded him ſilence with ſuch a thundring voice, that he durſt ngt 
but obey the force of his terrible Charm, Exorciſts, not doubting but he 
ſhould gain with the fickle Vulgar what reputation he could wake the other 
loſe, accoſted Mantimanes in very rough language, beginning after this 
manner ; Thou ſcorn of Inſpiration, Thou worureaten Vizard of Pro- 
pheſie, Thou old rotten Trigos, Thou. !aughing-ſtock cf wanton ſpirits 
who art more Fool than -Propher, but nwch more Enave then Fool. Thou 
baſe Jugler, doſt thou pretend to tel! others their Fortunes, having no 
other way left ro mend thy own ? Thou Peggarly Cheater, who haſt not 
ſo much as the poſſeſſion of a Cottage on earth, doit thou make theſe 
people believe that thou haſt the priviiedg to know their concernments 
in the Fabulous houſes of thy Aſtrological Heavens, having no other 
deſign but to pet a little money ? Did net 1, ou propheftie that the World 
ſhould end five years agon, .and wade the frighted people ſorſake their 
Houſes and climb up into Trees, to ſee Fow all things would come to 
their fatal Period, juſt as the o!d World did, when the Deluge threat- 
ned them after an other manner ? Was not it your Brother that a good 
while ſince uvs'd to foretel the deaths of ſuch great men as Ciſcover'd his 
knavery and obſtructed his deſigns, and when they had almoſt out-lived 
the prefixed time, was fain to kill them hiwſelf, with the help of ſome Aﬀat- 
ſinates,to make his word good ? Did not you ſome years ſince to theſe very 
people which hearken to your follies affirm that you could diſcern be- 
tween the Ele& and Reprobate, as cleariy as a Shepheard can know a 
black 
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black ſheep from the white ones ? and that you ſaw inviſible Characers of 
Predeſtination upon the heads of the Ele&, and the Reprobates encom- 
jaſs'd with black marks of Damnation ? Do you not ſtill condemn ſuch 


as you do not like for Sinners, that ſo they may te ouilty of the miſeries 


with which you threaten them ? Rather than your Propheſies ſhould fail, 
who muſt be the Executioners of your Wrath but your ſelves? Do not 
youu make a wiſe improvement of doing Juſtice, to ſend thoſe to Hell 
whom you judg worthy to go thither, that you way quietly enjoy their 
Rooms onearth when they are gone? Go down, leaſt the 'People having 
heard of your madneſs ſend you to Bedlam. Hold your peace and be 
gone, leaſt I encompals you in a Circle of this Holy Wand, and conjure 
out of you that Enttuſtaſtical Spirit which makes you ſo prophetically 


mad. 
Upon theſe words * Mantimanes tore off his clothes, lept off the Stage, 


* A mad Prov 


and ran ſtark naked through the aftrighted multitude, preaching damnati- ph: 


on toall, good and bad, except ſuch as would follow him : which two or 
three filly Wemen, quaking for fear, were obſerv'd to do. 

Mantimanes being hiſs'd oft: the Stage, they rais'd their expeRations of 
ſome wonderful matters from Exorciſta ; though they had little reaſon, for 
hedid only counterfeit a Conjurer, and was ſomething more gravely mad 
than Mantimenes, He unwilling to loſe ſuch a fit opportunity, began his 
part thus ; It 15 no wonder, Good people, that yon' Fellow carried himſelf 
ſo ridiculouſly ; I have ſeen many enraged after the ſame manner with a 
Prophetical worm crept into their diſtemper'd Brains: and ſome have be- 
lieved themſelves to be.Chriſf, and ſome the Holy Ghoſt, and ſome the Mar in 
the Moon , and ſome the Buſh upon his back, and that.che Man in the Moon 
was going to ſet it on fire to burn the Earth ; of which ſome, no fools 
neither, were much afraid. But leaving theſe idle Dreams, I will ſhow you 
a Rarity, which you will ſay 1s a ſtrange truth, a Woman poſle(s'd witha 
Devil call'd » Engaſtrimuthu ;*the Womans name is* Hyfterics. Now the 
rruth is, the Woman had poſſeſs'd her ſelf, if one might ſay ſo, and the De- 
vil was only a eMormo, repreſented by a cunning quean, inſtruged ho to 
a& both the Devils part and her own ; and having that diſeaſe which di- 
ſturbs women by reaſon of ſtrange ſuflocations, ſhe made uſe of the mad 
noiſe of Vapours and Wind in her body to perſwade people to think that 
the Devil was in her, and that ſke had very great Conflids all the while the 
Fit laſted with an Evil Spirit. 

The diſeaſe with which ſhe was troubled,call'd the Hyſterical Paſſion,was 
very applicable to his deſign,both as having Periodical Fits,and becauſe the 
noble parts being affected with the diſtemper, it was accompanied with diſ- 
aſtrous ſymptoms dangerous to the ſick perſon and frightful to the Behold- 
ers: For the Heart being fill'd with too greata plenty of thin blood, 
which it cannot diſcharge by oft-repeated pulſes, and the Lungs over- 
charg'd with flatulent Spirits, by which they are diſabled as to their Pro- 
per motion, and thereby deprived of the benefit of. freſh air ; there muſt 
needs follow a ſuffocation of the Vital Spirits, which will ſoon reveal it ſ-1f 
in dreadful efte&s throughout the whole body ; as Difficulty of breathing, 


Palpitation of the Heart, Intermiſſion of the Pulſe, Invaſion ofthe Brain by , 


turbulent ſpirits, Elevation of the Hypochondries, which are forc'd to riſe 
againſt the Diaphragma, which by endeavouring to make way for the 
ſtreightned Lungs dothuncivilly preſs upon its neighbours,and breeds an 
inward diſturbance, attended with a great noiſe of windy vaPOUs in the 
Bowels, 
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towels, wild AP PEArances of the whites of the eyes, deep groans, foaming 
at the mouth, and Convulfive fits appearing dilwally in ſeveral paris of 
the body by fuch diſtorted contractions of the Fibres, that endanger'd- 


| Nature ſeems to ſolliciteall her powers to writhe her ſelf out of her Op- 


preſſor's hands. 

Whilſt theſe things happen'd to Hyſterica, the Conjurer, knowing what 
would preſently follow, ſaid nothing ; only ſeem'd to be awaz'd at the 
Devils Operations. The Ignorant people were awaz'd indeed, and conclu- 
ding Engaſtrimuthus to be a cruel Spirit, moſt of them, eſpecially the Wo- 
men, curs'd him in their hearts. But at laſt the flatuient ſpirits being diſſj- 
pated by the power of Natural ear, and the oppreſſive quantity of blood 
leſſen'd by the tranſpiration of the more ſubtile particles, the Woman re- 
turn'd to her ſelf,and began to ac her part,which ſhe had well learn'd,after 
this manner : * I am, ſaid ſhe, by Profeſſiona Witch, and have at this time 
* the Apocalyptical Beaſt in my belly, and I perceive by his ſuggeltions that 
he 18 an Heretical ſpirit, for he ſaith, That the Pope is Antichriſt? and 
* that Antichriſt was begot by an Incubus, and that the ſynagogue of 
© Witches was his Mother ; and that any way perceive him to be Antichriſt 
* by his great 'Mouth, rough hair and crcoked tallons ; and that he is an 
© Enemy to Chriſtian Religion anda blaſphemer of Chriſt, vw how though 
© hedoth profefle in Publick , yet he adores Laczfer privately ; and that he 
© doth meet ſometimes in their Conventicles, and worſhip him in the form 
© of a Goat, for which reaſon Beelzebwb had lent him divers of his Imps to 
© ſeduce the nations from true Piety, and to deſtroy Charity from amongſt 
© men, intending by that means to pull up Chriſtian Religion by the 


 <Roots; and for this,he was immediately aſſiſted by the Spirit of Lacifer. 


© Theſe things, quoth ſhe, I know to be true, for I was often at that Con- 
© venticle of Devils, and have the marks of the Beaſt in my hand and fore- 
© head and other parts of my body. I my felf by the help of * 4ſmodens 
© made a Powder of the aſhes of burnt Goats which would tewpt the very 
« Niyns to Luſt;and mfli& fach a melancholick impatience upon the Moxks, 
© that they would repent of their Vows, and {wear that they were 1!l made 


«and worſe kept. It hada faculty to wake ſuch as ſmelt it to deſpair,and 


©to confefſe their fins by halves, and C which 1s worſe )to doubt that 
« their Confeſſor had not authority to ablolve them. Ir forc'd them alſo 
«to believe themſelves holy, though they commuted all the ſins of the 
« diabolical Synagogue ; and made them deſpiſe the pleaſures of Paradiſe 
« for a voluptuous life ; and made them ccnceive Heli to be only ſuch 
© meetings as. ſhe had been at, which did ſo content her, that ſhe often 
<wiſh'd herſelf tranſported intoa She-Devil. She ſaid further, that to 
«affront Antichriſt, they took his Triple Crown, and the Exorciſts 
«Cowle , and put one upon the head of Beelzebub, and the other 
« upon Aſmodens, and ſaid, Tow are worthy of this Honour. She told them 
« beſides this, that in their frolicks, Aſmodens feign'd himſelf ſick, and Le- 
«viathan play'd the Phyſitiafi, and made an ointment which ſhe adwini- 
© ſtred,that they might make a ſport of- Extreem Union. And one Night 
© I remember. 
But when ſhe was come ſo far, * Exorciſta began to be in a ſacred rage, 
2nd commanded her ſilence with ſuch a ſhrill voice that it frighted the De- 
vil. Having a Baſon of water by him, hetook out of his pocket a great pa- 
per of Salt, wade up inthe form of a Croſs, and baptiz'dir three times in 
the Water ; which he affirm'd to be thenceforth of that ſoveraign virtue, 
that 
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that it was an Univerſal medicine for Soul and Fody , and had this parti- 
cular quality, that 1t would caſt out any Devil, if he wasadjured by it, in 
regard that 1t did cleanſe the Soul , ſo that the Devil could not abide the | 
Body ; and ſaid, it was mortal Poyſon to any Apoſlate ſpirit. Having be- 111 
ſprinkl'd her and the Company ſo plentituily that they were all pretty well il 
pickl'd, he cryed out with an aſtoniſhing noiſe , Come out , thou barki | 
Dog ; ceaſe this helliſh noiſe : In deſpight of Lucifer, Beelzebub, Aſtaroth, Mi 
Leviathan, and all the combination of Devils, 1 command thee to leave | 
this holy Manſion, which ts conſecrated with the Beneaidtion of baptiz'd 
Salt : (and then he croſs'd himfelf ) come out Cerberus deave grinning, thou - = 

| falſe Curr ; 1 comure thee, O Dog of Hell, to come out and yo to thy ken- i 
nel ; Icommand thee again, and charge thee to leave her Body and Soul for e- 
VErmore, | 

This ſign being given, with great ſhow of Unwillingneſs the Spirit went 

out obediently, that is to ſay, the Woman ceas'd to ad the Devils part any 
longer, the Fit being ended which ſhe was loth to begin again. Fut ſome 

; knowing perſons which were preſent werealmoſt ſplit with laughing to ſee 

; how gravely Exorciſtaaced the Conjurer, and how pitifully the ſimple 

Vulgar reſented the Mormo's caſe. | 

2 E xorciſta being gone, * Panſtreblus took his turn, and pretending to be * All perverſe 
; 
; 


awaken'd out of his ſleep with frights, he began after a ranting manner to | 

diſcourſe of {trange Viſions which were brought to him by the Miniſtry of | 

Heavenly Spirits, and related the names of divers Angels that talk'd with 

him in his ſleep 3 though his Viſions were only ſick Dreams which had delu- "i 

ded his Fancy. <o Children led by the ſtrength of Imagination ſee the forms J | 

of a!l things in the Clouds, ſometimes Men, ſometimes Lions ; and as the | 
_ Vapours are differently modihed by ſeveral circumrotations of the Air,ſeem =—— 

to ſee ſtrange ſhapes of things and wonderful ations. So mad-men relate [ 

uncouth things, which had no Original but the Dyſcraſic of their own Brains; 

and ſick people in the heights of diſtemper, not withour great ſelf- "hk 
| -/ admiration, talk things which trouble their ſober attendants, and of which | kf q 
L they are aſhamed when they come to themſelves. | F 
This Diſtemper was not ſuch an unblameable Infirmity, nor accom- i j 
5 panied with any p:ainneſs ; for he accommodated all the extravagan= f 
X cies of his Fancy to ſuch Principles as he had entertain'd in his foul, | 
”F breaſt, which was polluted with the worſt of Crimes, Pride and Ii 
Luſt. « 

The firſt thing of which hemade mention was a Commiſſion from God,in & 
which he was authoriz'd to be the Reformer of the degenerate world; (which | 
really ſtood in as much need of Reformation as there was little hope that ſuch 
an Inſtrument thould evereſted ir,) and that when it was made better ac- W 
cording to thoſe excellent Laws which he had receiv'd to be the Pattern of Alt 
its amendment, he was to rule over it as Univerſal King, and promis'd preat 
felicities to thoſe humble fools which ſhould lend their help to place him in 
his Throne. 
After this he began to declare ſome parts of his Viſion, which was whol- 

ly fram'd ina ſuÞbſerviency to his forementioned deſign. Tt was reveal'd to "1 
him, as he ſaid, that all old things muſt paſs away, and among(t the. ret 19 
the Kingdom of an ancient Prince call'd * , {nax-anadtop, 'which he COn- # the Ring of Mt" 
feſs'd to have been very glorious in all reſpe&s, except that it was Carnal; Kings,onr Lord 
but that his own ſhould be Spiritual, and as far rais'd above the Light , nd avi. 
Righteouſneſs and Love of that poor State, as the Sun excels the meaneſt 
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Star. Then he cryed down the Prophets for old Fools ; the Apoſtles for 
ſimple Fiſhermen. He exploded Reaſon as a meer Carnality, and the 
Scriptures as a Dead Letter 3 and ſtuck not toaffirm, That the World for 
fixteeri hundred years and more, knew very little z and before that,nothing. 
That he was defigned to undeceive the Nations ; for which Work he was in- 
abled by a Light, through which he ſaw the Trinity, and plainly difcem'd 
the Three Perſons with his bodily Eyes, and that they appear'd unto him 
like a great Triangular Glaſs in which he ſaw All things. That now the World 
ſhould be happy, for he would ſhow them the deep Myſtery of thoſe things 
whereof before they had but the bare Hiſtory ; and that by the power of 
this all-glorious Light, they ſhould be reſtor'd to a new Liberty of Soul 
and Body. 

Then he magnified Two principal Beaws of his Seraphick Light, which 
he commanded them to behold with the Eye of Superintelle&ual Faith. 
One was, That the time was come when the difference of Good and Evil 
was to be aboliſhed, and that it was occaſioned only by a fooliſh eating of 
Apples, and ſupported in the World fo long by ignorant Conceit ; there 
being no Evil but in Opinion, and every thing is good to ſuch as think it 
ſo. It's true, he ſaid, that puny underſtandings were not capable of the 
priviledpe of ſuch ſublime knowledge ; and thar they muſt continue to make 
a ſcrupulous Conſcience of Right and Wrong , becauſe the weakneſs of 
their minds permitted them to underſtand no better , but that Morality is 
founded upon the bottom of Human Nature, and that the Reaſons of 

Good and Evil are Eternal and indiſpenſable, interwoven with the Eſſen- 
tial Conſtitution of a Reaſonable Soul , that they are derived from above, 
and that God loveth Righteouſneſs and hateth Iniquity ; and that they , 
poor worms, are in ſome meaſure like him by the participation of hol 
diſpoſitions : but becauſe of this incapacity, he ſaid, they muſt ſtill be 
kept clogg'd with their yokes about their necks ; but that all which partake 
of his Spirit ſhould preſently be rais'd into more ſublime thoughrs, which 
ſhould immediately deliver them into ſuch a freedom that they might do 
what they pleas'd without fin, and bring down the Divine will to a corre- 
ſpondence with their own even in the loweſt Appetites, in all thoſe mo- 
tions which Scrupuloſity calls Irregular; it beingyas he ſaid, a Foolery to 
think that they had received Appetites whoſe ſatisfaGtion was a fin, let ir 
be perform'd what way it can ; and that the talk of Higher and Lower 
Faculties, was a Rag of old Ignorance ; and that it was a jejune piece- of 
Philoſophy, to imagin that one Faculty is to regulate the other in its ſatis- 
fa&ions for the Meaſure, Manner, or any other Limitations, or to make 
preference of one ſort of ſatisfation above another , foraſmuch as each 
Anh the Soul and Body, and all things elſe, were God in various 

orms, > 

His other Principle was, That all things move by the Laws of invinci- #3 
ble Neceſſity , and that now they ought to underſtand the fooliſhneſs of 7 
the DoGrine of Choice, and wiſely to give way to the all-commanding 
force of Deſtiny, as to the irreſiſtableneſs of a mighty ſtream which would 
carry them along with it into the Ocean of Bleſſedneſs whether they would 
or no. Hetalk'd alſo of inviſible wires which draw men along in all the 
courſe of their Aﬀions and Paſſions : He revil'd Exhortation as the greateſt 

cheat in the World ; and ſaid, That nothing was ſo fabulous as thoſe Diſ- 
courſes which make people believe that they have any Liberty of Will. 


It 
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It ſeems Panſtreblus could not ſee that this ſtupid Philoſophy deſtroys 4 corrnpred 
the liberty which is rooted 1n the eſſence of the Will, and would have us 7” 


rake it fora ſpecial Excellency 1n the Soul that it is cheated into a falſe be- 
lief of innate freedom. But he car'd not though he made the vertuous com- 
pliance of holy Souls with the Divine will a meer Nullity, and caſt an uni- 
verſal blur upon the DoGrine of Obedience. He rafhly cut the nerves of 
Induſtry, by ſetting the moſt generous endeavour but 1n the ſame Rank of 
deſert with the moſt fluggiſh Idleneſs ; and by his ſordid Principles block'd 
up the way to all braveattewpts, allowing {uchas perform the moſt honou- 
rable Atchievement to be no more praiſe-worthy than if they had connmit- 
ted a foul Sin. He wade the Promiſes of due Rewards of no more force 
than as if oneſhould ſing well in hope to pleaſe a Stone ; and call'd the moſt 
diſcreet adminiſtration of Puniſhment, Miſtake and Cruelty. In ſhort, he 
made the whole World but a St: Barthelomwews Fair, and Men and Women 
meer Puppers drawn through all their ations with Homerical Wires ; and 
in fine denyed God power to make any other ſort of Creatures beſides 
* Neuwroſpaſts. He talk'd his pleaſure of Religion, and ſaid it was an uſe- 
ful yoke nade by Politicians,who had hew'd it into a fit ſhape with the My- 
ſtical device of Promiſes and Threatnings, to hamper the Credulity of the 
ignorant Multitude ; and that the Conditions upon which the Divine Grace 
was pretended to be obliged, that is, Obedience or Diſobedience to Holy 
Precepts, wereonly Tricks invented for the better ſecurity of their deſigns 
upon the tame World, which they might lead any whither,having the Hopes 


* and Fearsof ſilly people in a ſtring. But now, ſaid he, by order of the A- 


damantine Fates this ruſty chain is to be broken, you muſt entertain a 
new Spirit, and renouticeall former Notions as the pretences of deceived 
Hypocrites; knowing that though you ſeemingly obeyed that Politick 
Religion by which the Grandees rul'd the World, yet you had your private 
deſigns intermix'd with your Obedience, which kept you true to the Gene- 
ral Rule; which you alſo magnified no further than Hypocriſie and Self-inte- 
reſt permitted; _ 

To waſh off all theſe ſtains, and to initiate them into his Diſcipline, he 
commanded them to be baptiz'd in his Name; upon which he promis'd that 
ſo many as would become his Diſciples, ſhould immediately feel themſelves 
poſſeſs'd of the foremention'd Glory. | 

When he had proceeded ſo far, he went down from the Stage, which was 
not a place ſo fit to adt the following Parts, and beckon'd the people to fol- 
low him to the Lake call'd * Borborus, where he would wake them partakers 
of his dirty Baptiſm. Suchas were too much inclin'd by a wicked Temper 
to embrace fleſhly DoGrines,ſoon followed this Dreamer,though with as lit- 
tle diſcretion as the Ratts of Halberſtade danc'd after the Pyed Piper into the 
River, where they were all drown'd. . 

Bentivolio deſired Uranis that they might goa little further, to ſee what 
end the Bea(t would make to ſuch ſcurvy beginnings :. but when they came 
near the Lake, it did ſo ſinell of Brimſtone that they thought it might be 
Aſphaltites, Panaretus gueſs'd it rather to be the Bottomleſs pit, notonly 
becauſe of a dark cloud of ill-ſented Smoke which aſcended continually 
fromit ; bur becauſe, . as he had heard before, thoſe which went into it, nc- 

ver came out again. 

The Noble Travailers made great haſte from this place , where their 
abode gave them ſo ſinall content ; and their arrival in + Kerepiſtis, which 
bordered upon * Pſeuacnthea, promis'd them little more ſatisfa&tion, Upon 
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4:84 thei r entrance they were ſurpriz'd with an unexpeRed entertainment ; for 
3.118 they perceiv'd an extraordinary Silence to have ſeiz*'d upon the Inhabi- 
| | cats, and the great diſcontent of their fouls reyeal'd it ſelf in the per- 
8 4.38 12 plexity of their dejeGed Looks. It was a fight much unlook'd for among 
TE SI000G Vain believers, the K enepiſtians, who were reported for a jolly ſort of people, and full of 
| 


| talk. 

| ; Whilſt they walk'd upand down milſing what might be the cauſe of ſo 

. great 2n alteration , they met a man of ſober countenance, but ſuch chear- 

ful deportment, that he ſeem'd either to be unconcern'd in the general di- 

£4 | ſaſter,orelſe to bave overcome ſuch paſſions as riſe from worldly accidents 

| * one rraly by a brave temper of Spirit: He was call'd * Oytagathus. It ſeems he had 
| 


| 
volto and his Companions to be Strangers, but he accoſted them in courte= 


| ous manner, and demanded if in that place, with which , as he thought 

| | they were not much acquainted , his aſſiſtance might in any reſpe@ be ac- 
ceptab!e unto them. Our deſign, ſaid Bextrvolio, was only to have ſeen 
this place, and to receive ſome information concerning the manners of the 
Kenepiſtians; and ſince you have incouraged us by the civility of your 
offer to make uſe of your help, you will do us a great courteſie if you 
let us underſtand the reaſon of that univerſal grief which hath manifeſtly 
invaded this place: That I ſhall willingly perfogm, faid Omraega- 
thus. | 

It is occaſioned by an accident which happen'd the laſt night, which was 

+ One wil/ully the death of + Twuphlecon the late Governour of Kenepiſiis ; one much þbe- 

_—_ lovedof the people, and in whom they had blindly repoſed ſuch ſtrong 
confidence, that they wholly depended upon his condu&, and rul'd all 
their perſwaſions by ſuch reaſons as he ſuggeſted. He never fail*d of ma- 
king his Propoſals acceptable, for he had a through inſight into the Temper 
of the people, and made his DiQates correſpond with their Humour. 

As to himſelf he was thought to þe of an incredible Faith, by which he 
was able to believe any thing, though ſome, which knew him very well, 
affirm'd that he did indeed believe nothing. He pretended one, particular 
excellency in his Faith, which was an ability to believe againſt all Senſe and 
Reaſon ; and he eſteem'd a power to give credit to ſuch thingsas contain'd 
the moſt apparent contradiQions, to be the moſt acceptable refignation- of 
his Underſtanding to God. And though ſome told him that this was a kind 
of Brutiſh belief , and that our Mind is then Divine, and can no other way 
be made like unto God , but by ſubmitting it ſelf to all Truth, and 
rejeting of all Falſhood , which in its nature is a contradiGion to Hea- 
venly Verity ; yet he perſiſted in his Opinion, and was very confidenc 
that ſuch a Sacrifice of fools was the moſt Reaſonable ſervice of Human 
Souls. | | 

His main buſineſs was to make a fair ſhow of great SanGtity-; and this he 
did by a puncual obſervation of all outward Rites. He never went abroad 

a One that ſees til] he was well inſtruged concerning his carriage a from [ rea 7.91 who 
a fair face up* yas his intimate friend, and domeſtick Counſellor : but many quick-fighted 
"0s" perſons were able to look through the exa&neſsof his dreſs, and ſaw that 
' _theutmoſt extent of his deſign was but to ſeem good : which ſerved histurn 

well enough in reference to his main intention, which was to get and keep 

Authority among men, for he had wav'd the fincere care of being accep- 

table to God. Though Hypocrifie was much more damnable in him, becauſe 


he was not of ſuch a weak Underſtanding but that he might eaſily have 
Wn 


| "oP not put Civility out ofhis Religion ; for he had no ſooner difcern'd Bexri- 
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known, That God doth not regard ſuperſtitious devices, nor was ever fo 
cheaply pleas'd as to be content with a vain Faith or the ſhow of Holi- 
nefy.-”". * 

The chief Humor manifeſtly predominate 1n the Kenepiſtians was Love of 
Eaſe; which did fo far command them, that though they defired to ſeem Re- 
ligious, yet they would have all difficulty removed from what they ſhould 
be order'd to perform, though it were never ſo neceffary or excellent. 

Twphleton had taken notice of this Temper,and fitted it with ſiich confor- ove wilfaily 
mable Laws, that it was no hard matter to procure obedience to his Govern- #4 
ment ; for he never commanded any thing but what he was ſure they were 
willing todo: they were unwilling to do notking at a!l ; perfe& Idleneſs 
did not agree with their Fancy ; but they would have the inſtances of their 
obedience eafie, and the Materials of which they wadetheir Oblations fuch 
as ſhould not coſt them much. 

Twphlecon by a ſordid correſpondence had utterly perverted the ſtate of 
their Spirits ; for by appointing them mean things, far below the excellency 
of true Perfective duties, he debas'd their Souls : and they took as tnuch Joy 
in theſe worthleſs ſtraws, as if they had been the ſervices of juft Spirits 
made perfe& ; and they judg'd themſelves worthy of no leſs acceptation 
than Cherabims, and took all thoſe for Fools which ventur'd to reprove the 
vanity of their minds, or endeavoured to ſhow them that they were govern- 
ed by falſe meaſures of Religion, and that they had indifcreerly left our of 
their Obedience ſuch Rules as were moſt neceflary to fecure the Inrereft of 
their Souls, either by improving them in that Goodnefs of which this pre- 
ſent ſtate is capable, or by aſcertaining their Eternal Welfare. But whart- - 
ſoever was ſaid was of no value with thoſe who had determin'd it to be e- 
nough for them that their InſtruQions pleas'd them, whether they would 
fave them or no. | 

The Kemepiſtians having thus repos'd their hopes of Security upon falfe 

Principles, contented themſelves with a Form of Religion, and negleQed 1.18 
the Indiſpenſableneſs of a Holy life. The Sevetrities of Godlinefs were rt- —T 
diculous among them, and the praGiſe of Charity arbitrary : they reckon'd 1 
the Examples of the Primitive times inimitable, and concluded the Defire ' 
of Goodneſs ſufficient ro Salvation. In * Theoprepia they love what theſe + 4 Divi 
do but proteſs, and do what theſe only ſay. But in Kerepiſts, Fleſh is al- State. 
lowed its Dominion over the Spirit ; Envy and Hatred have banifh'd Love, 
and they have devis'd a new way to go to Heaven without peace of Confci- 
ence , which they endeavour to quiet by negie& of Examination. Or if 
by chance they find they are not conformable in Difpoſition or PraQiſe to 
Holy Rules, yet they excuſe the buſineſs by alledging, That fin is incon- 
querable in this mortal body ; That Obedience is impoſſible; That the Beſt 
things which we do are Splendid Sins, and the worſt are but Sins. They re- * 
pent as often as they pleaſe ; nay they believe, if they do but repent at the 
hour of death, it ſerves the turn for the ſins of their whole life ; and,not- 
withſtanding the greateſt cauſes of Deſpair, they may believe and be ſafe 
for ever. 

By theſe Principles the Kenepiſtians grew extream low in their Conver- yain belizvr:. 
ſation ; and if they had lived among ſuch as make a juſt eſtimation of things 
they would have forc'd them to think, either that Religion isa pitiful bufi- 
neſs in it ſelf, or elſe that theſe were Hypocrites,and did profeſs it only for 
a ſhow. However the Kenepiſtians enjoy'd a great deal of eaſe, and freed 
themſelves from ſcrupulous enquiries, and the ſtrict performance of 
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indiſpenſable duties, having made ſuch things unneceſſary by fa!ſe Rules. 
They kept their Covetouſneſs untouch'd, becauſe the publick orders made 
no great matter of Charity, and becauſe they took not good Works for the 
only way to Heaven. They made ſufficient amends for the Wrongs they 
did, if they were ſorry for them, becauſe Reſtitution was no Fundamen- 
tal Article of their Creed; and how bad ſoever they were , they thought 
themſelves excus'd, if they did accuſe themſelves ſtoutly ; and it was a- 
bundance of Mortification with them, to complain ſometimes of their un- 
ruly Appetites, and to revile their Paſſions, Becauſe they would not be 
bridled. | 

The Example of Tuphlecon, who framed his Life according to the ſame 
Rules, made them love him infinitely ; for under his peaceable Govern- 
ment they were obliged only to talk of their Duties, and enzoy their Liber- 
ty. But this fair day began to be clouded by Twphlecon's lickneſs; which I 
muſt confeſs I expected a great while before: for though he pur the beſt 
fide outward ; yet I obſerv'd him to be very weak, and that he went con- 
ſtantly with a very ſlow pace, which he us'd not ſo much for Stateas to hide 
his Infirmity, which grew at laſt to that height that he could difſemble it no - 
longer. Hisdiſcaſe was very ſharp, ſome call ic * Brygwwodornton ; it is much 
of the ſame nature with that pain which is known Þy the name of Remorſe 
of Conſcience. Thoſe that are troubled with it, ſeem to feel a Worm in 
their Heart, When he had been gnaw'd thus a while, his Conntenance grew 
wan + thoſe which knew not what he ail'd, would have gueſs'd that he was 
haunted every night with an Evil Spirit. His voice being grown ſo low , 
that one could-ſcarce diſcern what he ſaid, he was ſuppos'd to be very near 
the grave. 

Whilſt he lay in this miſerable condition, an old friend of his, call'd 
Golax, whom he intirely loved, having heard of his Caſe, brought him 
ſome Medicines, which he compos'd according to ſuch odd Receiptsas he 
had tranſcrib'd out of twoor three Books which he borrowed of Tuphle- 
con. The Efte& ſhow'd their Invalidity, for he receiv d not the leaſt benefic 
by them. You way gueſs the Worth of the Compoſitions Þy the Nature of 
the Ingredients of which they conſiſted, * Ananke,* Pyraſmus,* Pathos,d Hybtes, 
e /dynaton, and f Moira. And as he adminiſtred his Cordials, he told 
Tuphlecon, to comfort him, that he ought not to break his Heart for in- 
vincible infirmities, (and ſuch he eſteemed all his'Sins,) That God was ob- 
liged to excuſe our diſobedience, becauſe of the naturalneſs of Sin ; and 
that heneeded not to doubt of pardon for ſuch faults as he was forc't to 
connit by the irreſiſtible power of Tentation. That God doth not exact 
PerfeGtion of us, becauſe it is Impoſſible. That he needed not trouble him- 
ſelf that he was fo bad, ſince God had predeſtinated him to be no better : 
and in ſhort, that he might make one Anſwer to all Objections, even of Hy- 
pocriſie it ſelf, That Chrif had been obedient for him. Yes, ſaid Twphlecon, 
with a quick and paſſionate reply , and I fear that he wi:] be ſaved for me 
too. Away,B Colax,this is no time for Flatteries; my eyes are too open, I 
ſee the uſeleſneſs of Lies,and I find now that which hath been ſaid long ago 
to be too true, That about the time of Death the ſenſe of God begins to awaken 
men. T1 have put too much confidence in thy falſe friendſhip : I have ralk'd 
often of that word Faith,and pleas'd my ſelf with the Name,but am deſticute 
of the Vertue, which indeed I never knew in the right notion ; that final] 
pretence which I can make to it, is only a faint reſemblance of the word 


miſunderſtood. To night I have examin'd the falſe Jewel upon which 
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I doted, and I1 perceiv'd it was counterfeit. I underſtand the meaning of 


God's declarations now,and ſee that he never meant to compromiſe with Hy- 
pocriſie, and to patronize the bare ſhow of Goodneſs : ] ſee that none can 
be made partakers of eternal Bliſs without a holy life, which is the proper 
expreſsand only proof of inward goodneſs. If God had not made ir neceſ- 
ſary by his declarations, yet the nature of the State it ſelf wakes it impoſ- 
fble to be otherwiſe. And I find this verified inmy ſelf: for being void 
of ſuch Diſpoſitions as are the juſt preparations of that Incorporeal ſtate, [ 
feel my ſelf unfit to live happily out of this Earthly Body. I have built 
upon Quick-ſands, Colex ; and now the Wind ariſech and the Land-flouds 
aſſault me, my houſe begins to fall. I imagin'd wy {ef to be one of God's 
Ele&,and thought that to be a ſufficient ground of Hope, becauſe divers told 
me, who had ſeen the Eternal Rolls, that his choice is At ſolute : But I 
doubt now, my name was never in the Book of Lite; and if ic be,I am ſure I 
cannot find it, Butmy miſery is the greater, becauſe that which hath deJu- 
ded me all this while is the only Refuge untowhich I can betake my ſelf, and 
that is, Vain Faith: and as 1 talk'd formerly of believing Contradidcions,or 
any thing ; I ſee now that I muſt do 5 ſtill,if I will atrempt ro comfort. my 
ſelf, for I have all the reaſon in the world to deſpair. 

Colax was nuch aſtoniſh'd at this talk, and perceiving that his Company 
afforded no conſolation to his dying friend, he went home : but they ſay that 
the ſad condition of Twphlecon made ſuch a deep iniprefſion upon his Soul , 
that he took his bed immediately. 

Celax had no ſooner left the Room, but a diſinal company of gaſtly At- 
tendants, who had waited all the while at the door, came in ; the chief of 


them were * Phritius, > Odax, © Thanatus, * Krimatophobus, and © Lymanter, * Dreadful. 


Tuphlecon bad no ſooner eſpied them, but he fell into a ſwoon ; his ſpirits re- 


turning after a while, he cried out for his old friends, f Tharraless, * Philo d Fear of 

J y> ,—i 
f Confident. 
4 Lover of 


pſeudes, > Hyperoncus, and many others. But when he perceiv'd that none an- 
ſwer'd his call, a deadly ſighing ſeized upon him; and, after many deep' 

ns mix'd with horrid Exclawations, he died much after the manner of 
thoſe diſconſolate people which break their Hearts with Grief, 


As ſoon as the news of Tiphlecon's death was bruited abroad, and it was Prexd. 


known in,what a forlorn ſort he left this world, the Kemneprſtians began to 
ſuſpe&, That Vain Faith will not ſerve the turn in the other World, and, 
That ſuch a Confidence as doth net ſubdue Sin, will not ſuppreſs Fear; and, 
That ſuch as live wickedly, will be forc'd to think themſelves miſerable at 
their death. The ſtorm approaching, they ſaw that their conſtitution was 
only made to endure Fair weather,and that they were deſtitute of a Defence 
againſt Afidtions and Death. -Now they wonder at the folly of their 
Credulity , who believed unreaſonably , That they ſhould be excus'd for 
ſinning againſt their Conſcience , becauſe they felt its remorſes when ir 
was abus'd ; and they find that what they counted Repentance, was worſe 
than fin ; and what they thought analleviation,1s a great aggravation of their 
burden, both by a greater vilenefs of the Sin,and a proportionable Guilr. 
And now they are all appall'd with a great doubt concerning their Faith , 
and are afraid that a careleſs life will bring them into ſuch a con- 
dition that they ſhall have nuch ado to believe themſelves well , a- 
gainſt the force of-ſuch Reaſons as are the demonſtrations of an unhappy 

ſtate. 
Here Ontagathns ended his Story,and craving pardon for the tediouſneſs 
of his Relation, becauſe they had laid their commands upon him P 
| make 
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make the Report, he added, If you deſire to go further, ro inform your 
ſelves more fully concerning the Kerepiſtians, I will attend you. No, no, 
ſaid they all, we have heard enough already, and the time of the day re- 
quires us to return to our Lodging at Philoxenus his houſe , -and if your 
occaſions give you leave to go along with us, we ſhall be glad of your com- 
pany. I will goa'ong with all my heart, replyed Ontagathwe, he is my ve- 
ry near Neighbour; and to morrow I have purpos'd to ſpend my time in 
Agazelus , which, as I underſtand , you intend to viſit before your re- 
turn. | 

[t were too long to give an acconnt here of the ſeveral diſcourſes which 
paſs'd between Philoxexus and his Gueſts ( who were much more welcome 
becauſe they brought Oztagathws with them) whillt they made a review of 
their Travails, to colle& ſomething from the confideration of mens various 
Tempers, and the Events of divers acticns, to improve their Underſtand- 
ings, as alſo to commit to memory the more remarkable paſſages, and to 
entertain themſelves by way of recreation with talkingof what they had 
ſeen ; therefore I will paſs them over, and relate what happen'd in 4- 
gazelus. | 

Ontagathus riſing more ear!y in the morning than his uſual time, becauſe 
he was loth that thoſe whom he deſired to attend ſhould ſtay for his com- 
pany , came to them a little after they had made themſelves ready ; and 
though they were pretty well-wearied with going up and down, and more 
than ſufficiently glutted with Vanaſembla ; yet they were unwilling to go 
away before they had ſeen Agazelus, which was talk'd of as the Glory 
of Polyglottus. Ontagathus to make the way leſs tedious, and to prepare 
them for a ſight of Agazelus, by a previous deſcription of the place, gave 
them, as they went along, a brief account of the moſt remarkable things 
which he had occaſion to obſerve when he was amongſt them. He began 


thus : | 


Through the midſt of the chief Street runs a ſwift Brook call'd Picruder; 
the Water is Often troubled, and alwaies bitter. It hath drown'd wany 3 
for when a wan chanceth to fall into the Stream, It carries him away with 
ſuch violent force, which it hath by reaſon of its coming from ſteep Rocks, 


_ that his recovery is impoſſible. 


a I abour in 
van. 

b A Fudge of 
Trifles. 

c A Contradi- 
Fer. 

d One given to 
Controverſie, 


c Controverfie 
about words. 


Holy Writ, 


Upon the Banks of this Rivolet is built a large Houſe nwch after the 
faſhion of a Labyrinth, .and ſome call it fo, becauſe of the reſemblance ; 
but the true name is * Mateoponus. The keeper of it 1s known by thename 
of Þ Lerocritus. He hath two Servants, © Antilegon, who looks to the 
doors,and to keep out ſuch as he ſuſpects to be no wel '-wiilers to Agazelus; 
and * Amphisbeton, who ſhows the Rooms. It is much frequented by Diſ- 
putants, and I pretending to be onegot in. As I paſſed through a narrow 
Court, which had been paved with a rough ſort of Pebbles, but was then 
overgrown with ſharp Thiſtles and ſtinging Nettles, I came to a wide Room 
call'd © Logomachia: an open ſpace in the midd!e led to the upper end, where 
ſtood Lerocritus his Chair , many ſeats being plac'd upon both ſides of the 
Room.lt was very large; for,as the times go , they are no Chriſtians which 
cannot diſpute ; and indeed fince the practiſe of Goodneſs was left amon 
them, it is the chief inſtance of their Religion. Upon a broad Table which 
was before the Chair they had plac'd abundance of Books, which were fi]'d 
with Definitions, Diviſions, Reſtriftions, Corollaries, Irrefragabilities, © uiddi- 
ties, Entities and Non-entities,with many more ſtrange words,l ask'd Amphis- 
betonwhat they did contain. He ſaid,molt learned expoſitions of Hierographon; 

and 
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and that he had heard men ſay; that thoſe which made them had gathered all 


the hard words out of it to expound the eaſie;and put in ſome of their own 


more hard then any that they found there ; whereupon they were grown at 
laſt ſo obſcure, that he verily believed if thoſe which wrote that book 
ſhould riſe from the dead, they would not be able to underſtand them, TI 
ask'd him what they were gyod for. He proteſted he could not tell : but 
as far as he could gueſs, they were good for nothing but to make differences 
amongſt honeſt men, to puzzle Truth, andto inable men in the opinion of 
the wiſe to talk extraordinary nonſenſe, and to preſent words ſo ſubti- 
liz'd that they are paſt the underſtanding of their Auditors; and that he 
had obſerv'd one ſtrange quality in them, which was, that they did uſual- 
ly refle& ſuch an anuſement upon thoſe that ſpoke them, that they did not 
underſtand their own talk. Sure then, replied I, it was great piry that 
the eAfgypriansof old wanted theſe Books, they would have ſaved them the 
labour of inventing Hiereglyphicks ; for theſe uncouth forms of Speech would 
have ſuffictently preſerv'd their Myſteries from the contempt of Vulgar 
Underſtandings. | 

I ask'd him the uſe of thoſe divers Rows of ſeats. He ſaid,ſfince that was 
the Room where the chief bufineſs of the Houſe was managed , they were 
appointed to receive the Citizens of Agazelus, without. whoſe grave de- 
liberation nothing was determined : though he had obſerv'd that after 
wany daies bufily employed in ſerious debates, and ſometin:es in hot cor- 
teſts,for the moſt part their work was as far from a concluſion as at the be- 
ginning ; and that after a years Conſultation, matters were (vo ineffequa!- 
ly roſs'd from onefſide to the other, that they ſeem'd to weave Perelope's web; 
and that from this fruitleſs iſſue of much toyl, the Houſe was called * Mate- 
oPonns. 


Sure, ſaid U#rama, interrupting his Diſcourſe, you make me think of a 


Mine in + Amphilogia which is haunted with a Company of buſie Spirits , 4 ambiguity of 


* Labouy in 


vane 


which ſeem to reſort thither with deſire of employment , and work with /peech. 


ſuch diligence as if they had been hired for daily labourers. The poor 
Miners at firſt were glad of ſuch help: for when. they look'd upon them , 
they ſeem'd to dig up their Ore, to ſeparate it from the Earth, to melt it 
into uſual form ; but when they were gone, they found nothing done for 
all the great ſtir and ſhow of Labour. You could not have found a fitter 
Compariſon, ſaid Orntagathus, to have repreſented the buſie Vanity of theſe 
idle attempts. 

I remember that I ſtood once not far from the Door, and a ſudden 
knock made me turn about to know who it was that demanded entrance. 
Sundry people of ſterngravity came in ; and when two Ladies that were 


in the rear were about to enter, || Antilegon forbad them. They were || A Contra- 
modeſt, and would not intrude, but quietly retir'd. I whiſper'd Anti» 4i#r. 
legon 1n the ear to know their names ; and he told me one was call'd * A- » 3.4. 
lethea, the other + Charinda. An ingenuous perſon of good note having + charity: 


taken notice of Aztilegen's refuſal to let them in, made a complaint of the 
Incivility , and ſaid, that diſintereſted people could not but ſuſpect that 


' ſome unworthy actions were to be perform*d amongſt thoſe who admitted 


many that would withour doubt have been: deſervedly ſtopp'd, both upon 
a ſcrutiny of Knowledge and Goodneſs, and yet excluded two Ladies 
of known Wiſdom and exemplary Charity. Anangry man of the Compa- 
ny replyed, that Alethea might come in if ſhe would ; he knew no body 
that deſired her to be kept out ; and mov'd that ſhe might be ſent for. 
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One given to- 
controverſie, 


+ Ruietneſs. 


« Pelpts. 


The reſt conſenting to the motion, Amphibeton went for her. She was ut- 
terly unwilling to go in without her fiſter Charinds, and ask'd if ſhemight 
not take her in, | haveno order for that, ſaid * Amphicbeton ; bur the 
may ſtay here a while, and ſee if you can procure her leave. Go, ſiſter, 
faid Charinda, I will expe& your return, which | am affraid will be too 


ſpeedy. When ſhe was enter'd , 'they were in a hot diſpute, and though 


they had ſent for her, never took any notice of her coming : ſo ſhe ſtay'd: 
in the crowd without "_ obſervance , each Diſputant eying his Oppoſite 
more than her, though ſhe was in the middle between them ; and as the 


parties grew warmer, they joſtled her from one ſide to the other, af- 


ter ſuch a rude manner , that her being there was a little to her contenr. 
And at length being troubled with their quarrelſomneſs and wearied with 
noiſe, ſhe quitted the Room, no body fo much as deſiring her to ſtay. 
By which I perceiv'd, that though they had ſent for her in a Complement, 
and pretended to defire nothing ſo much as her company , yet that her 
room was as acceptable, and that they were as ntch pleas'd with a diſpu- 
tation concerning her as the enjoyment of her preſence. She and Charin- 


dz walk'd together into the cool Grove of + Hefychia, which borders upon 


Theoprepia. 

After ſhe was gone, they continued the noiſe, rubbing their ears and talk- 
ing with ſuch eager loudneſs that it was hardly ſufferable : they were not a- 
ſhamed to ſpeak all at once ; though that Cuſtom is ſo barbarous that ir is 


deſpis'd by the wild Indians : yet havinga good mind to fee the end, I held 


_ out, ſuppoſing that ſuch Violence would not laſt Jong. 


As I look'd about, I faw many little doors in the wal] of the Room, much 
like to Sally-ports. For what ſerve theſe, faid I, good Jtilegon? You 
muſt know, ſaid he, that theſe Doors are of great uſe for the more quiet 
departure of the Aſſembly ; for many times thoſe who come in all roge- 
ther at that great Gate, do fo fall out before they have done talking, that 
they will not go forth with ſuch as came in with them, and each having a 


| private Key to thoſe little Doors , one goth this way, and another thar. 


Amongſt other things I perceiv'd alfo that each party ( for the * Agaze- 
lians were divided into many FaQtions) had a Desk by themſelves, and a 
Scribe which attended diligently with pen and paper : I gueſs'd, it was be- 
cauſe they did ſo highly value the diſcourſes which were made, that they 
would not permit any Syllable of a word to be loſt. No, ſaid Antilegos: 
each ſide makes uſe of theſe to noteall the ſuſpicious words of their oppo- 
ſite party , and every Saying that is capable of miſconſtraQion ; that by 
theſe, when they have put them together in a Satyrical Paſquil, they may 


- render the party odious , againſt whoſe opinions they have entertain'd dif- 


like. For each fide doth write, as well as ſpeak , againſt another , and 
this at ſuch a rate, that when they have once differ'd , they make it .im- 
poſſible to agree again. When they cannot bring their Antagoniſts to their 
Opinion, they count it Religion ro diſprace their party ; and if they know 
any evil of their Perſons, they refer it wholly to their Principles, though 
their own Se hath the ſame and other faults : and if any evil thing follow 
from their Opinion, though at the diſtance of ſeven Conſequences well 
ſtretch'd upon the rack of Cenſure, they faſten it upon the Conſcience of 
their Opponent , though he underſtand no coherence between his Opinion 
and their Deductions, and doth fo really abhor ſuch Concluſions as they 


make, that if he could think they did follow from what he holds, he wou'd 


renounce his Aﬀertions. 
' When 
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"When the Diſputation was ended, each Chieftain had his diitin& herd 
ſtanding as near the door as they couid get ; and when they appear'd, they 
all applauded their own Champions, whom they ſuppos'd Conquerors; and {1 
ſo triumph'd before they were ſure of a Vidtory, with as much diſcretion 
and no lefs noiſe than if the multitude had conliſted of adverſe flocks of an- 
gred Geeſe, | | 
When Oztagathus had gone thus far , they were come near to Materpo- | tour in 
»ws, Which upen their approach: began a Verification of his Story ; for vais. 
they were accoſted with a prodigious noiſe , infinite numbers of Agaze- A 
lians thronging together to be made partakers of the din. The preſs was = | 
ſo great that Bentivolioand his Companions could not get into the new- i 
built Logomachia ; only whilſt they ſtood in the Court they perceiv'd an 
. older houſe where there was more free acceſs, and thither they went , | 
I thinking to repoſe themſelves a while after their long walk. It was not 7 
ſo much frequented, becauſe at that time the Agazelzans ears did itch more | 
ſ 


after new Controverſies. But when they were enter'd, they perceiv'd 
that no place is void of diſputation in Agazelus; for four Grave perſons, 
call'd Bellarmo, Therulus, Eucanius, and Eretiaius, had been a good while 
in a ſharp conteſt about divers matters wherein they difter'd ; and as they 
came in, Bellarmowas'telling a ſtrange ſtory of * Anaxanatton, a great * King of "tk 
King , and he particularly extoll'd his magnificence for a Royal feaſt Kin | | 
which he made for his Subjects ; and making a relation of the variety of ; 
Diſhes, amongſt other things he ſaid, He gave them his own Fleſh for Meat, | fl 
and in ſtead of Wine pour'd forth his Blood into golden Bowles. Then 1 
he prais'd the inimitableneſs of his Love, that would feed the bodies of | 
his Subjects with his own. Perceiving that his Companions did ſcarce be- 1} 
* lieve him, That you may know, quoth he, how he did ſuch a wonderful | þ 
1 thing, I will acquaint you witha rare Myſtery. By an unſpeakable way ; 
which he had, when the Bread and Wine were put upon the Table, he 
= would convert them into the ſubſtance of his own Body and Blood , and ; 
[4 yet they could not perceive but the Bread and Wine retain'd their former | 
* nature, for they had the ſame Taſte, Colour, and Shape, and yet there q! 
3 was no ſuch thing upon the Poard ; for what remain'd was only the Ac- | 
+ cidents of Bread and Wine, preſerv'd ſtill -in being by an Omnipotent 
Ml power without their Subjeds, and had the ſame colour to ſee to, and the 11; 
ſame power to nouriſh ſuch as did cat and drink, as if they had {till been | 
Join'd to their proper ſubſtance, though that was conveyed away inviſibly. 
SO that though it be a ſtrange thing, yet I may tell you it fora Truth, That 
the King fate at the Table in his Chair, at the ſame time when he was in the 
TW wouths of ſqgme and the hands of others that feaſted with him. And I have 
© heard that though his Subjeds are ſcattered through large Dominions, yet | 
he can after the formentioned manner fea't them all at once, and be preſent | 
with themall, though they be ſeparated f. om one another by the diſtance | 
of many thouſand miles, whilſt they all eat him at the ſame moment of 
Lime, WW 
I At theſe words Therulus , who ſate not far from him, replyed, You are " | 
= ſomething out in your Story, Bellarmo ; for the King you talk of did not | ul: 
convey away the meat and drink of his Gueſts, as you ſay, and by way of | : 18 
Tranſubſtantiation convert them into hisown Fleſh and Blood , but united -1'$ 
; himſelf with their Bread and Wine: And while he was: ſo corporally le | 
I mix'd with their Meat and Drink, chey did eat and drink the King and his 
| Meat both together. This I know, for I have been feaſted at his Table a 
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hundred times ; and ſuch as cannor ſee how this ſhould be, were either ne- 


ver at his houſe, or elſe areas blind as a ſtone. 
Upon this Lucenixe grew a little angry, and ſaid, For my part I cannot 


ſee it, yet I have been there many times, and I believe as oft as any in this 


Company ; and I thank God I am not ſo blind, but I can read a Book,which 
I have heard you both acknowledge for a true Record of that Story ; andby 
what I find there I am fore'd to deny credit to your Report, For it ſaith, 
That Anaxanat#on went to Heaven long ago, andat his Aſcenſion declar'd 
that he would not return till the Reſtaurarion of all things , which is not 
only not paſt, but, as I fear,a great way off, Were you at ſupper in Hea- 
ven, Bellarmo, or you Therulus ? Did either of you ſee his Subjects cut that 
Glorified Body in bits ? But that it cannot poſſibly be true, that the Bread 
and Wine are chang'd into the Body and Blood of the King by any Corpo- 
ral Metamorphoſis, is manifeſt in that the hallowed Bread and Wine, of 
which you affirm ſuch incredible things, will grow mouldy and ſowre; which 
are things impoſſible to be attributed to Anaxanaton's condition, who 
ſince his reception into Heaven, is according to the moſt perfe@ ſenſe in a 
ſtate of Incorruptibility. | 

Bellarmo and Therulus were ſo offended with theſe words, that they roſe 
up in a great paſſion, and would needs be gone : But Eroridius prayed 
them to have patience till he alſo declar'd his opinion; unto which with 
much ado they conſented , and fate down again : whereupon Eretidins 
began after this manner 5 Bellarmo, you and Therulus have related ſtrange 
things, which amaz'd me to hear, and I underſtand that you have told theſe 
ſtories formerly in divers Companies ; bur, I fear, much to the diſhoneur 
of Anaxanatfon. For whilſt you report ſuch impoſſible things, you tempt 
people to doubt whether ever there was any ſuch King, or whether he 
made any Feaſt at all ; becauſe they are ſure he could make no ſuch as you 
mention'd, the thing being in its nature impoſſible. Some body hath ex- 
treamly abuſed you, to make you eſteem it for an Excellency in his Religi- 
on telbe fill'd with Opinions which are contrary to common ſenſe; and 
to introduce a ſuitable Faith, which commends its worth from a power of 
believing ſuch Dodrines as contradid the Principles of Natural Reaſon , 
which God hath planted in our Souls; unleſs God ſhould be thought to 
deſign the extirpation of the Roots which he hath fer. If you pur ſuch 
monſtrous Afſertions into Religion, men will Þe apt to take it foran old 
wives tale , or a fabulous Superſtition invented by brain-ſick men ; and 
thoſe that are initiated into your myſteries being taught to believe any 
thing , will as eaſily beljeve nothing ; and by being religious after this 
faſhion, will be effeQually diſpoſed to Atheiſm : for when they exanwne 
their Faith, they will find that in truth they only k<clieve for fear,or pro- 
feſs that they do for worldly regards, but that they have no reaſon for 
what they hold, Ingenuous men are govern'd by the Divine Light which 


ſhines in their Souls, by which they know that -God cannot do that which. 


impliesa Contradi&ion ; and upon the ſame ground they afſure themſelves 
that there was never any ſuch Feaſt. You affirm unreaſonably that the Body 
of your King, which is but One, may be 1n divers places at once ; that it 
may bea thouſand miles remov'd from me, and yer but the diſtance of a 
hand-breadth at the ſame time ; and ſo you make the ſame diſtance greater 
and leſs than it ſelf. For 1f he be corporally preſent with meat his Feaſt, 
and after the ſame manner with another at a thouſand miles diſtance-from 
me, the ſame Longitude will be ſhorter than it ſelf. You deny not, but his 
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Body ts in Heaven , and you att it to be in a Chappel upon Earth at the 
ſame time: fo that if you draw a line from the ſame point of my Hand to 
the ſame point of the King's Body, which is the fame line, becauſe it is a 
ſtraight line between the ſame terms, the diſtance will be but a yard long , 
and yer teach many hundreds of miles :- which is a plain ContradiGion. 
Your Monſter hath another Head alſo no leſs deformed than this ; for your 
Tranſubſtantiation doth fuppoſe one Body may penetrate another, when as 
all the world have confeſs d it to be the nature of Bodily ſubſtance to be 
Impenetrable ; and ever fince that Propriety was ſtampd upon its Eſſence 
by the Creator, each material Subſtance doth ſtoutly and irreſiſtibly keep 
it ſelf from being penetrated by another. So that whilſt you report that 
the Viands were tranſubſtantiated into the Fleſh and Blood of your King, 
you would tnake people believe that either he had no true Body when he 
made that Feaſt, or at leaſt that he hath not now. You ſay, to make the won- 
der the greater, That the whole Mafs of your King's Blood is in each drop 
of Wine, and rhat every Crum of Bread is converted into the whole Body; 
not one Crim into the head , and another into the feet ; and ſo the Whole is 
chruſt into every Part: which doth neceſſarily infer a Penetration of Matter; 
which can no more reaſonably be affirm'd than ContradiQtions can poſſibly 
be reconc1il'd. 

Therefore, Gentlemen, ſince our Maſter's Body 1s in Heaven, and that he 
hath cold us he will not return to Earth till he come to reſtore this miſerable 
world, and hath appointed us to commemorate the love of his death by the 
renewa! of his holy Feaſt, where each diſh is a Symbol of better things then 
#hy fleſhly eye can ſee ; let us receive the benefics ofhis Divine Preſence by 
an humble Faith, without this quarrelſome diſpute for the bold determina- 
tion of the rhanfier of his being there. So ſhall we, who are now divided by 
that which was appointed to unite ns, become again a holy Sax, and in 
_ of offering a ridiculous Sacrifice we ſhall celebrate an acceptable Ea- 
tharrf. | 
hen Proridius had fate down, Laucanius roſe np with an intention to 
ſpeak farther concerning Ereridms his Arguments; but Therulusnetled with 
the former diſcourſe prevented him, ſaying, Ho!d thy tongue, Vain Man , 
thou wilt conſent to his (ally talk : doſt thou not ſee him ſo ignorant of the 
Nature of Faith that he will not believe Contradidions? Aﬀtcr thoſe words 
he went out of the Room, ſaying, I will talk no more with ſuch Aſſes. 

Bellaymo took the opportunity to wave an anſwer with pretence of great 
wrath, and went away to the chief Governour of * Exoſemnon, to give hin 


' an account of what had paſs'd. How he reported the diſcourſe I know not, 


but m recompence of his ill-beſtow'd Zeal in ſuch a pitiful cauſe he recei- 
veda Red Har. 

As ſoon as they were gone, Erotidins gueſſing Lacanins to be inward! y 
vex'd, as faras outward Looks are ſignificationsof the Mind,ask*d hun the 
reaſon of thoſe immoral paſſions which had been enterrain'd that day by 
fuch as beaſt themſelves to be Chriſtians, and look down fron! the high bat- 
tlements of Spirituality, as they call it, upon the Holineſs of Morality , 
as'4 poor low thing ; pretending their own more rais'd ſpirit tranſcen- 
dently to contain whatſoever is good in it, as the Reaſonable Soul doth 
the Senfirive Faculties : adding withall, that ſuch Irregular expreſſions 
would not he kept ſecret, bur be improv'd to the greateſt diſprace, whilſt 


they were divulg'd by ſuch adverſaries as they had, who were not” ſo 
heedleſs as not- to make uſe of ſuch fair pretences of accuſation. To 


this 
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th1s Lucanins anſwer'd, not without a fretful peeviſhneſs , that he under- 
ſtood no great reaſon for ſuch carriage, only he knew that by a juſt, though 
moſt diſmal Judgment they were predeſtinated to theſe diſtempers : ſo ri- 
ſing up with that cholerick haſte that he overturn'd his Chair, he went away. 
Erotiaius ſitting ſtill in a poſture of extream orief, pull'd his hat over his 
eyes and wept heartily, whilſt the tears ran down both his cheeks ſo faſt as 
if each tear had been purſued by his fellow, and that one eye vied drops 
with the other. 

Urania taking notice of his paſſion, came near and demanded the reaſon 
of his ſorrow. Alas, Madam, ſaid Erotidius , T would gladly with theſe 
waters quench the unchriſtian heats which you ſaw juſt now kindled, and 
to theſe tears I would willingly add my Blood, if by that I could waſh 

away tte guilt of theſe foul diſtempers. Come Erottains,ſaid Urania,grieve 

no 1nore, you have done your beſt : be patient til! they repent of their fol- 

lies. Come along with me, and I will carry you where you ſhall hear 0- 

ther matters diſcours'd after another manner. Now ſhe intended to con- 

a The Divine dud him with her Company to * Theoprepia , into the ſweet vales of > S9- 

b aimerance Pproſyne » where divers Virtuoſo's did daily meet , and with moſt ex- 

Pom cellent Underſtanding diſcourſe upon the moſt profitable things know- 
able. 

As they were leaving the Room, a company of illiterate fellows, but 
more fierce than the former, would needs renew the Diſpucation ; and one 
that thought himſelf the wiſeſt among them, earneſtly deſired that the Ar- 

c4werd which gument of their diſcourſe might be © K#ukildriviums. They brutiſhly agreed, 
| fignifur "- beingmuch taken with the wonderful ſound of the word. It coſt them 
* much time to know from what Language it was derived , but at laſt they 
concluded it tobeof Roman pedigree ; and when they had been long in 
enquiry after the ſignification of it, one of them recolledting his memory, 
told them, it was Tranſubſtantiation. I do not believe that,ſaid another : 
for notwithſtanding our talk all this while, I am confident that Kiskslart- 
viums is an inſignificant Term. So it is, quoth the other, but no more then 
Tranſubſtantiation, for they both ſignifie nothing. Upon this they reſolv'd 
to diſpute no more upon that ſubje&t, having heard it exploded but a little 

before. ſl 

After this they quarrell'd a good whie one with another about the 
choice of ſome Queſtion to diſpute of : but coming to no agreement, they 

4 Contention Teſolv'd to diſpute of nothing, and ſo went away all together to 4 Logonua- 
abomt words. Chia. | | 

This meeting being thus diſlolv'd, {{rania and her Company withdrew 
alſo; and as they went by the door which leads into Logomachia,they found 

e Owe that is that entrance was now very eafie : for a great part of the company being 


FE much Wearied with an ExpeRation, of whoſe effe& they at laſt deſpair'd, were 


given rocon- pone away z only the Grandees which were Leaders in ſeveral points of 


#emmion. 4 x, Controverſie remain'd, and ſuch little parties as had reſign'd themſelves 


be pleaſed, to the ſoveraignty of their Didates. Towards the upper end of the 
h 4«irreg#/47 Room in three ſele& Chairs more high then the reſt ſate ©  Aganadton, * Po- 
perſes all lymachus and * Dyſareſtus , for they had no ſinall Authority in Agazelus. 
ſpeaks lofty b Antinomus and * Hypernephelus fate by the Table : overagainſt them ſate 
Cy ous a proud Fellow with a Saddwces Coat on; as they were wuſing who it 
perſon. ſhould be, one pointing to him ſaid to his Companion, That Atheiſt is 
I 4 Sorcerer, k Agerochus. A little below him ſate a frantick Enthuſiaſt, call'd ! Magt- 
driack. c#s, and ® Melancholicus lean'd upon the back of his Chair. Towards the 


lower 
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lower end ſtood an empty Chair ; and as * Alazon and + Deiſidemon were * 4 Boafter. 
ſcuffling for it, a bold fellow of a fimple viſage with his eyes ſunk under £2 —_—_ 
a great forehead, call'd {| Ipnaro, poſſeſs'd himſelf of it to theirgreat dif- || 4» ignorant 
content. As they were diſcourſing, a humorous fellow , called * Heat, qy-ns all | fo 
made a great diſturbance to their affairs 3 his manner was to walk up and 3;mſ«/. 
down amongſt the company , to hug himſelf, to talk of himſelf and ro him- 
ſelf. A ſober man, diſpleas'd with his impertinencies, demanded of him 
what he ſought there. He ſaid, Himſelf. He ask'd the reaſon of his trou- 
bleſomneſs to the meeting. He ſaid, Himſelf, Whilſt ſyme that mind- 
| ed not the Myſtery of his folly fell a laughing , he moved the company that 
the arrogant fool might be put out of the Room ; alleadging that there was 
but ſmall hopes of doing any thing whilſt he ſtayed, and that when they 
were freed from the hindrance of his clamorous noiſe, they might the ber- 
ter hear one another, and more quietly bring their buſineſſes to ſome good 
concluſion. It was wonderful with what loud eagerneſs the company ans 
ſwer'd, No, No; Let him alone, he ſhall not be turn'd out , we can bear 
3 with his follies well enough, we have been us'd to them. Whereupon he 
2 being much pleas'd that the company had voted his ſtay, þegan to be more 
quier. | 
Upon one ſide of the Room, where was a crowd of bufie Talkers, they 
ſaw one in the form of a Shepheard, clad in a white Mantle, put on ſo hand- 
ſomely, that many were much delighted with looking upon him ; but he | 
was another kind of thing then that uf which he made ſhow of, his name 118 
was Lacifer. Urania jogg'd Benttvelioto take notice of his carriage ; for «18 
though he demean'd himſelf with a great deal of wary cunning, yet ſome» f 
times he could not chuſe but diſcover himſelf: for when Magic: was talk- =_ 
ing of ſome great Prophet lately ſent from Heaven, that was , as he ſaid , 
above Chriſt. Feſws, and who was the only Comforter ; or when any of * Ke- * ain Faith. 
- nepiſtis magnified a vain Faith, and reproached Morality as a poor heathen- 
iſh Vanity, he would encourage them. When + , Agerochus provok'd the + 4» inſelem 
company to anger with birter words, and undertook afrerwards to prove P** 
that it was impoſſible that there ſhould ever be agreement in the Church , 
they perceiv'd him to laugh. But when any vertuous man who loved peace 
advis'd the rigid to Moderation, ſhow'd rhe inconveniencies of an un- 
charitable ſpirit , or defir'd them to lay afide conceitedneſs, and to or- 
der * Heauto to withdraw, he expreſs'd an extream Diſcontent in his » _, jag 
looks. Fellow, 
Things were managed inſucha confus'd manner, that any body ventur'd 
in amongſt them, many which had nothing to do, and ſome who went only .. 
to do hurt, and (which was ſtrange) * Miaſmaſarkus and * Pneumatodes were ; ny 
eſpied there, but they ſhrowded themſelves under the Patronage of © Axti- b 4nd ſprits- 
womus and * Aperochus. | -8 ED 
Before I go any further to tel] what happen'd at this meeting, it will not mas. 
be amiſs to fet down a ſhort ſtory which * Ontagathus told to Hrania the 44rd pre 
night before at the houſe of  Philoxenus concerning 8 /ganaFFor, > Polyma- \;; truy good 
chus and i Dyſareſtus. They are, ſaid Ontagathas, perſons of no meaneſteem man. 
for Religion, and have expreſs'd ſuch a zeal for their particular Opinions, Of hwe 7 
that they have not refus'd to fight for them, eachaf them ſtriving with their g Saks & 
teſt force to bring the other two into obedience to their Sentiments;and _ 
as they had the advantage of the upper ground, they threw thoſe which 4. nl. tþ 
would not ſubmit to their Conſtitutions into great aficion: but they ver/ie. 


defended themſelves from the imputation of cruelty for ſo wa < 4, $5 
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by ſaying that the chaſtiſewenis which they appointed were only godly 
perſecutions and wholfome corrections,very needful to reduce difobedienc 

people to their duty ; and that they did not puniſh after that faſhion which 

the wicked uſe, when they kill one another, becauſe they had a charitable 

Intention in their-ſevereſt caſtigations. But as far as any by-ſtander could 

perceive, whatever the Intents were, the Actions were miſchievous , and 

' Utterly unbecouming the very pretence of t:ue Religion, which as it con- 

tains a moſt excellent love of God, fo it never leaves out a great Charirt y to 
all ourneighbours. 

9 dat Ps . Aganaiton was firſt deputed the chief Governour of + /gazelns ; but he 
+ The ate of Executed his Office with ſuch Rigor , that he ruin'd poor men fora word, 
Emulation. and made people Offenders for ſuch trifles as were not to be regarded by a 

| prudent Governor. Though many of his wiſer Friends advis'd him to the 
contrary, knowing that a good Governour ſhould neither multiply unne- 

ceſſary Laws, nor infli& ſuch ſore puniſhments for ſmall Fauits, that the 

ſeverity bears no proportion with the guilt. A poor man was once requi- 

red to come before him, who was unwilling to go,not that he thought himſelf 

guilty of any Fault,but becauſe he could 11] ſpare the rime from his labour, 

upon which heand his Family ſubſiſted : but keing compe)!'d to make his 

appearance, he defired to know his Charge. They anſwer d, he was ſent for 

.becauſe he had prophanely digg'd his ground and ſow'd it upon Aſſumpri- 

on-day. When he ask'd what Aſſumption, they told him that of our Lady; 

and when the ignorant man demanded, what Laay ? they angrily rep!yed , 

The bleſſed Virgin. I cry you mercy, ſaid the poor man, for my Ignorance 

of that Aſſumption, and I hope it is very pardonable,for I could never meer 

with that Story in a holy Book which I have at home, where they ſay all 

good things are recorded : but I honour the Virgin-mother, whom all Ge- 

nerations do juſtly call Bleſſed, and I know that ſhe is ſo full of Grace and 

gentle Goodneſs, that ſhe doth not deſire a poor man to worſhip her with 

a Sacrifice madeof his Childrens bread, or that any body ſhould die'of 

hunger for her ſake. Thereupon he pray'd them to difiniſs him, for that 

he had at home a ſick Wife and five ſmall Children, and if he ſhould do 

no 'work that day, they could eat nothing at night. Notwithſtanding this 

fair plea, after many reproachful words, they to:d him he ſhould pay ten 

{hillings for his offence, or elſe go to Priſon. Then I muſt go to Priſon, 

quoth the poor man, for I am not able to pay half of ten ſhillings, Ac- 

cording to their word they committed him , that by his Examp!'e others 

might underſtand what they were to Exped if they oftended in like man- 

ner. | 

|| 04e mucbgi- Amongſt others || Polymachus and * Dyſareſtus were puniſh'd , becauſe 
vew #0 contr9- they did not comply with Aganadtorn's Rules, and a'ſ» by their Example 
_ bard to and Arguments diſſwaded many + Agazelians from their Obedience. But 
be pleaſed. Aganatton at length growing: very weak by reaſon of a violent ſickneſs 
3 Herrſpiritz. hich ſeiz'd upon him , Polymachus was put into his Room; which was 
brought to paſs by the importunate Interceſſions of the people: for Poly- 
machus had ſo frequently declaimed againſt AganadFor's fiercencſs, that 
they made no doubt but he would expreſs extraordinary meekneſs; and 
they ſeeing Aganaon low and feeble, made uſe of the opportunity to ad- 
vance Polymachu to the Government ; which he had not managed very long, 
but they plainly perceiv'd how ſtrong a Tentation great Power 13 to 
mortal men, how hard it is for ſuch as rule to do right in all things, 
how unanſiverable men are unto their promiſes when they are a 

| rem 
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from an adverſe condition to one more proſperous, and how apt they are 
co diſturb others when they think themſelves ſecure,and to flight the Com- 
forts of ſuchas were the Inſtrumentsof their advancement, if they do not 
humour them afterward with all poſſible ſubmiſſions. Polymachus began 
to beſtir himſelf, and conſign'd his friends to all ' rrommigpary : he was hard 
to AganatFon's Officers, and diſpolſcis'd moſt of them, to bring his own 
Relations into their places. He put alſo no ſmall afironts upon Dyſareſtas, 
and at laſt fign'd an order for his baniſhment. But as Dyſareſtus was upon 
his journey towards the Sea-ſhore, he met a Troop of the Agazelian Horſe, 
and made known his Caſe to the Captain,by a full re'ation of his ſufferings 
under Polymachus : whereupon the Captain, Centaurus by name, command- 
ed his men to lay hold upon Polymachas his Officers, and taking Dyſareſtus 
back with him to Polymachas, he upbraided him with many diſgraceful in- 
ſtances of his 11] management of aftairs, and particularly reprov'd him for 
his cruel carriage towards Dyſareſtus and his friends; and told him that for 
the time tO come he muſt deport himſelf more gent:y, and for a ſecurity of 
doing no future harm he ſhou!d take Dyſareſtus into the partnerſhip of his 
Government. Unto this Polymachus was forced to give an unwilling con- 
ſent, for as matters ſtood then he could not help it. The power being thus 
divided between Polymachus and Dyſareſtus, they order'd things ſo, that ei- 
ther party thought themſelves well appayed , for they enjoy'd quierneſs 
and preferment, but they both ſlighted 4ganatFon, ſcarce ever viſited him 
in his ſickneſs, and long'd for his death. It is a hard matter for ſuch as 
have govern'd others to learn Obedience themſelves. Aganattor's ſickneſs 
continued upon him, and his friends a.ſo by a paſſionate ſympathy with his 
diſtreſſes were brought very low : but they ſuffer'd not alone , for divers 
things happen'd which occaſion'd Polymachus and Dyſareſtus to diſagree ; 
and their parties,being much divided according to the [ntereſt of their Lea- 
ders, did much miſchief to each other. | 

Thus much of Oztagathus his ſtory I thought good to inſert , becauſe it 
makes known ſome of thoſe reaſons which occaſfion'd the diſtractions of 4- 


g4azelus, which were now grown to that height, that their once flouriſhing 


Society wither'd into little Factions, and inſtead of the happineſs of mu- 
tual Jove, they had now an Unton only in common AﬀMicions and the dif- 
fatisfacions of an unſetled condition. | 


A wiſe man who had obſerv'd the Riſe and Progreſs of their Troubles to 


depend in a great part upon a ſpirit of Uncharicableneſs, pray'd them that 
they wou'd fo far reſent the miſery of their preſent condition as to enquire 


Into the poſſibilities of Recovery 3 and fince they ſaw the dangers of their 


diſagreemen:, to think ſpeedily of terms of Accommodation. 

Though they were unwilling to hear of Accommodation, every one being 
much indiſpos'd to bate any thing of his Self-will and Idiopathies; yer 
being ga'l'd with many ill Effects of their Difſentions,they were perſwaded 
by the Reaſons and Authority of one generally eſteem'd a very Wiſe man,to 
try if they could come towards each other 1n nearer diſtances. And this 
occaſion'd the meeting of which I have made mention already : but what 
ſmall hopes of ſucceſs were at this time produc'd was too apparent by the 
unfriendly manner of their converſe. 

Among ſeveral things, too-many to be here inſerted , one was very ob- 
ſervable, that though they had all one common pretence of Appeal to an 
Authentick Record call'd Fus Divinum, for putting an end to their Contro- 
verſies, which was therefore plac'd in the mid(t over the Table ; yet it 
P Was 
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was upon the top of ſuch a high Pole , that-none of them could eafily 
reach it : whereupon each party did very rudely throw their Bibles at it 
to bring it down to their own fide ; by which violence they did often give 
unhandſome ble ws to their Oppoſites, which uſually occaſioned ſo much 
anger, that afcer they had ſate togethera long while,they parted with much 
more hatred then they met. Itbeing impoſſible to bring good affairs to a- 
ny ſucceſs when they are manag'd without Prudence and Charity, 
When they had jangled a good while according to the forementioned 
diſorders, and were all going to riſe ina great fume, Bextivolio defired ſome 
of the chief Diſputants, that they would have the goodneſs to receive a 
few words from one who was ſorry for their diviſions, and did hope that he 
might ſhow them a way to wake up their uncomfortable breaches. The mo- 
tion was acceptable, becauſe they were now even wearied out with diſ- 
cord: and having demanded his Name, when they underſtood it was Bext:- 
 wolio, they were extreamly pleas'd, having heard of him ofcen., but never 
ſeen him before. They received in a good part a confirmation of what was 
i reported concerning him, from the Grace of his Speech, and the Lovelineſs 
of his Countenance, and earneſtly deſired him to make them happy with 
his ſeaſonable Advice, if he had any Remedy for ſuch a deplorable Condi- 
tion, Bertivolio anſwer'd, That however it ſhould ſucceed, he would 
ſhow the reality of his good-will : but he judg'd it neceſſary before he 
went further, to have ſome private Conference with Aganatton, Polymachus 
and Dyſareſtxs, and that the mulritude ſhould be diſiniſs'd for the preſent, 
and receive intelligence of their Diſcourſes at thenext meeting, The Com- 
pany tired out with fruitleſs attendance, conſented to the propoſal , eſpe- 
cially ſince they were to underſtand things another time. : 
As they began to withdraw, Bentivolio ſnatch'd Lucifer's ſtaffe out of 
his hand, and drove him out of the Room ; and as he went forth he took 
Magicas along with him. 
* Fleſh'y. * Miaſmaſarkus, and + Pneumatodes fearing the ſame Fate, ran away 
+ _=_ with ſuch a frightful haſte that every one took notice of them, which 
JH made their Patrons bluſh; and one of them holding  Antinomus by 
the right hand, and the other by the left, they hurried him along for 
COmPpany. 
|| Selfiſh perſos, Then he deſired that || Heauto might be given in charge to one * Auto- 
* Soy domed, parnes to be Kept in ſafe Cuſtody till the next meeting; at which they 
ſhould hear ſuch a Bill read againſt him as would procure him ſhame and 


_— 


puniſhment. 
+ One that He bade them ſend + 1ypernephelns home with a guide, and appoint 
ealk; buge || Ananephon with a ſharp rator to ſhave off the wild hairs that grew round 


_ re. about his Crown, and to apply ſome Remedy which ſetties the Brains, and 


zwrns 20 ſobrit- frees the Fancy from arrogant Conceits, and makes ordinary men unapt to 
P: _ uns dream thar they are the Saviours of Mankind, or to defireto be worſhipp'd 
__ with Hoſanna's, or to think that they are the Judges of the World, come to 
pronounce the laſt Sentence. Heorder'd that Melaxcholicus ſhould take a 

Iuſty doſe of Hellebore to purge diſcontented humors. Upon this Fyperne- 

phelus and Melancholicus wept bitterly, and pray'd him for pity ſake not to 

take notice what Mad-men ſay in their Fits, nor to impute the faults of their 
diſtemper'd Heads to the choice of a wicked Will. To which Bentivolis 

anſwer'd, that they ſhould do well to follow the foremention'd directions, 

and perfe@ their Repentance, 


When 
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When one had pull'd [pro out of his Chair, he bade chew. throw him 
out of the Room ; but firſt advis'd him to go to School with little boys 
of his own ſize of Underſtanding , and charg'd him, as he would not ſuf- 
fer ſuch puniſhment and worſe , that -he ſhould not venture into that 
Company any more. When Alazox heard theſe words , he ſneak'd a- 


way. 


lerable Arrogance he thought it requiſite to give him a few reproofs. Age- 
rochus, ſaid Bentivolio, you might do well to learn ſo much Ingenuity as to 


think that others may poſſibly underſtand ſenſe as well as your ſelf. Leave off - 


your delign to make the World believe ContradiGtions or Nothing, for you 
will loſe your labour. Be content that ſoine things are in their own na- 
tures Right and others Wrong without your appointment.Repent that you 
have endeavoured to chaſe Faithout of the Societies of men, and to baniſh 
Honeſty out of the World, by making your Books baſe pleas for Hypo- 
crific and Villany. Let Almighty God bea Spirit, becauſe he hath told us 
that he is ſo; andexcept him from the foolery of your determination, That 
whatſoever is not a Body is nothing. Put not the Soveraign Lord of the 
World to ſo much unworthy trouble, as to ask leave of his Subje&s that the 
Commapds which he hath given them nay be obligatory. Take heed leſt 
for thoſe rude aftronts you have put upon Religion, the people do not juſtly 
call you, The Northern Antichriſt. Read the four Evangeliſts ſometimes, 
and having ſet a Deaths-head before you, meditate upon the Reaſonable- 
neſs of the laſt Judgment. Take dowa the ſwollen ſails of your Windmill ; 
and when you are grown ſober, you ſhall have leave to write one Book more, 
but with this Condition, that you dq recant all the reſt. Agerochus was ſo 
mad that any body durſt offer to teach him, that he went away with ſuchex- 
preſſions of ſcorn, that he ſufficiently ſignified that he judg'd none in that 
Company worthy to Jearnof him... | 

The Roow being freed from the tumultuous multitude, Bextivolis, defi- 
ring his Fellow-travellers to fit down, accoſted 4ganaiFon, Polymachus and 
Dyſareſtus with his wonted civility ; and having crav'd leave to ask them 
a Queltion or two, he firſt demanded, If any of them had ever been ſick. 
They all anſwer'd, Tes. _ I got a fall, faid Jganador, with running too faſt : 
L ſcarce ever went abroad (ince, only by the help of a Horſe-litter I came 
to this meeting in hopeto find ſome cure, of which I ſhould be ſorry to be 
diſappointed. I could wiſh withall my heart, ſaid Polymachus, that you 
had us'd a ſofter pace ; for when you ran ſo faſt I was weak, and could not 
get out of your way, but you trod ſo hard upon my breaſt,that you ſtruck. 
almoſt all the breath out of my body, and made me labour under a difi- 
culty of ſpeaking for a great while afrer. I, ſaid Dyſareſtus, was Sea-ſick 
once. Bentivolio ask'd them further, If they had not ſome thoughts of 
their SinSin their Sickneſs, and if they did not entertain ſume purpoſes of 
amending their Errors,if they ſhould obtain their former health. They all 
ſaid, Nes. 

Bentivolio giving them thanks for the freedom of their Converſe, told 
them, Gentlemen, you are 1ipon a fair way of recovery, and two of you 
ſeem to have regain'd more health then AganaiFom. When you come to your 
perfe& ſtrength, make good the vroaiies of your ſickneſs, Take heed of 
relapſing into a diſeaſe which is Epidemical to your Country, and doth ſo 


infeeble mens minds, that they know not when they are well, and dorh 


ÞP 2 ſome- 


Bentivolio was not willing to take any notice of * Agerochus ; for he * 4, 
ſcorn'd all advice, though he extreamly wanted it ; but becauſe of his intol- perſon. 
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ſometimes ſoinrage them, that they do not think themſelves well unleſs they 


ſee others ill ; which 1s a helliſh kind of Diſtemper. I have heard that you, 
Polymachus, was much offended when Yganadton was lick of this diſeaſe,and 
would not quietly enjoy his own liberty until he had depriv'd you of yours; 
and yet you and Dyſareftus having gotten power into your hands, would 
not let him enjay his. You pronounc'd yourſelf in the right,and eſteem'd 
that a ſufficient warrant for your peace,when AganaFox condemn'd you for 


\ Error; and now you will not give him that leave- to judge for himſelf, 


which you took before. He thinks he is in the right, and you ſay, you 
know you are not in the wrong : you may be miſtaken ; you ſee the Confi» 
denceof the Perſon is no ſure proof of the truth of the Opinion. Each of 
you is as confident as the other, and if one believe any one of you, two of 
youare deceived. But ſuppoſe you be not miſtaken, will you proſecute a- 
nother for not knowing ſo much as you do ? And if you ſay he may know 
if he will,or he doth know, but he is obſtinate ; If that be a good plea, could 
not Jeapatton have juſtly made uſe of it againſt you when you were the ſuf- 
ferers, and complain'd of your uſage as injuſt ? You ought to have ſo much 
Charity, as to be willing to grant'that to others which in times of neceſſity 
you ask'd for your ſelves. Take heed of Violence, Friends, and prefer the 
ſafety of all before a hazardous ventureof what you have, and may con» 
forcably keep, for the unrighteous acquiſt of more then is your due. Thoſe 
are mad people who when they are fallen out, will rather kill one another 
then be parted. | | 

Concerning Forms of words be not too troubleſome. You have a Book 
at home which is half Hebrew, half Greek ; make that the Confeſſion of your 
Faith. Be not imperious in iwpofing your Interpretations of doubtful Ex- 
preſſions upon ſuch as underſtand ther not. When you have a mind to be 
zealqus, expreſs your Heat in thoſe famous and undoubred Inſtances of 
Goodneſs, True Piecy, Charity, Righteouſneſs and-ſbber Prudence,which 
are written in your Book with great Letters.l had almoſt forgotten * Heay- 
to, who ſtands conmitred Priſoner to + Pat ch z it is fit, that he ſhould 
never be releas'd. To manifeſt the Juſtice of ſuch a ſharp Cenſure, he gave 
them a Liſt of ſuch horrid Accuſations, that they were very unwilling to 
read them. 

Here Bextivolio ended his Diſcourſe, entreati 
bly what he had propounded with a fincere rega 


them to receive fayoura» 
to their Happineſs. They 


| gave him thanks for his Goodwill, and promis'd to take his Advice into 
t 


ir ſerious conſideration. The day being far ſpent, Bentivolio took his 
leave of them, and accompanied {{r4ia and Panaretus unto the Houſe of the 


q 4 Lover of Oſt courteous|| Philoxerus. 
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\ S a Traveller, after he hath ſojourned a 
good while in a forreiga Country, doth na- 
EJS EEE = turally defire to return to his Native ſoil ; 
- 0b ESO a5 BSA and when he finds parts abroad far inferior 
—_— — tc reports which made him travail, the 
Ws Airbcing unhealthful, or the Manners of 
the people unſuitabie to his Diſpolition , 
and that the diverſions of the place do make 
no conſiderable Compenſation for his Pa- 
tience ; he grows weary of his ſtay, heigh- 
tens the value of his Home by every incon- 
venience of his abſence, and quickens his 
deſires of departure proportionably : So it was with Bentivolio and his 
Companions ; for though they never eſtcem'd the Countries through which 
they paſs d as good as Theoprepia, yet they had now found them ſo much 
worſe then their Expectation , that their longer continuance in them grew 
tedious, and they fancied nothing but a ſafe return as the Price and Conſo- 
lation of their weariſome Pilgrimage: FR | | 
Philoxenus and Ontagathus had ſo ordered their affairs, that they ivere 4 friend ts 
ready to go alonp with them ; of which their -gueſts were not a lict'e glad , frangers. 
for they had found ſuch Truth of Love and Reality of Goodneſs in them £*%7 £099 
both, that they thought it impoſſible to have better Company. 7 
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a The flate of 
Hypocrifie, 


b Mire. 


C Pride of 
beart, : 


d Strife. 


Ontagathus was their Guide through that part of * Fanaſembla where they 
were to go ; for he knew the Country, and conduded them by a dired Path, 
which leaving the muddy Lake call'd ® Borborus upon one hand,and the high 
Rokcsof © H 'ypſicaration upon the other, leads ſtrait forward into Theoprepia. 
After they had travail'd ſome hours with ſuch a pace as is proper for a 
Journey, they came to the Top of a rifing ground, from whence they had 
a fair Proſpe& into a pleaſant Dale call'd The Valley of * Agon; and there 


' they were accoſted with ſuch a ſight as ſtruck them with great- admiration. 


e 0n? who cou- 


qer; in fight." Peraftes, whoſe looks were more courteous than his ihtentions, as appear'd 


© by the effects of His converſe. | 


t14 Tempter. 


g Vertxe. 
Here begins 8 
Jiſcenrſe cou- 


cerning the 
cou 1 of the 


ſoul with vice, 


It was an encounter betweena ſprightly Youth call'd * Nicomachus, and one 


Nicomachus had deſign'd a journey into Theoprepia the Higher, where the 
beautiful * Hhete dwelt, upon whom he had beſtow'd his afteRions ſo en- 
tire)y, that it was truly reported of him that he loved nothing but her, Pz- 
raſtes having underſtood his purpoſe, reſolv'd to do his utmoſt to hinder 
the execution of it. He had three Kinſwomen, which though they were 
ſo inferior to the incomparable Arete, that ail their Eeauties put tagether 
would not make ſo much as a fit reſemblance of her leaſt Excellencies , yer 
he would needs think them all worthy of Nicomachus his affeQions : and he 


_ was ſo indifferent in his deſires as to any one of the Three, that he had 


h Sleth. 
1 That which i: 


4 
Appetite, 


| Carte 


commanded them all to do their beſt to procure his Love, imagining to 
himſelf abundance of pleaſure if any of them could prevail. Their 
Names were ® Narke, | Paruſe and k Orexis. Piraſtes was more willing to 
hinder this\Journey, becauſe he was afraid that 1f Nicomachus had once 
ſeen Theoprepia, he ſhould never be able to perſwade him back to YVanaſem- 
bla. He endeavour'd to deterr him from his undertaking by many miſre- 
preſentations of the Country, which he made the moſt unlovely part of 
the world: and finding that courſe unſucceſsful, (for Nicomachus was not 
fooliſhly credulous,) and knowing that he could not force him to go back 
with him by a compullive power, (for NVicomachys was fo ſtrong , that none 
might conſtrain him to any thing againſt his will, ) therefore he procured 
theſe three Girls to aſſiſt him with their devices. They had provided them- 
ſelves with many Charms, and were willing to do any thing for Piraſtes , 
both becauſe their hopes did much depend npon-him, and becauſe he gave 
them good rewards for their ſervice; and he was as willing to imploy them, 


becauſe they had often ſerv'd him with good ſucceſs: and indeed they were | 


ſo skilful in their Art, that if the perſon whom they aſſaulted did not very 
well knowhis way, and had not ſet a firm reſolution to keep it, they would 
inveigle him back again. They gave ſuch proof of their power upon N7- 
comachus, which ſhow'd they wereno Punies ; though being overmatch'd 
with an unequal Combatant, it prov'd ineffeual. If one have a watchful 
Mind, atrue Faith, and an upright Heart free from Hypocrifie, they can 
do nothing. 

Narke had a box of Sweet Powder,which being caſt into the air produc'd 
ſuch an intoxicating perfume, that ſuchas took in the ſent thereof were apt 
preſently to fall aſleep. There is no Antidote againſt it but an excellent 
ſort of Sneezing-powder call'd ! Meleta which doth utter]y fruſtrate its 
force. She had alſo divers Gall-traps in her hand, which ſhe us'd to 


- throw in narrow paſſages of the way. They were Balls ſet round with 
ſuch ſharp pricks, that thoſe which were deſtitute of juſt preparations. 


for their journey , and were not guarded with a refoly'd Patience , 


were 
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were not able togo over them. She did uſe alto ty meet pallengers upon 
the Rode,and tell them ſtrange ſtories of Lions and Ecars,which ſhe affirm'd 
to be in the way ; and of deſperate Hills which could not be climb'd with- 
out peril of breaking ones neck ; and of impaſſub!c Boggs in ſeveral places 
which ſeew'd to be firm ground : by which means ſhe did often ſo enfeeble 
the minds of ſimple peopte, that they would return with her , who made 
them a prey to Piraſtes, in whoſe Caſtle they were kept Priſoners. For her 
fair pretences were ſo inwardly malicious, that though ſhe could conquer 
none þut ſuch as fooliſhly yielded themſelves up to her allurements, ſhe al- 
waies undid the ſelf-taken Captives. 

When ſhe perceiv'd that theſe and ſuch like Charms would not prevail 
upon N7comachus, who had arm'd himſelf for greater Aſſaults, ſhe call'd 
to her Companion * Parsſa tor aſſiſtance ; who came forth witha ſplendid * preſens 
Coronet upon her head, a golden Hook in her Hand , and a basket of ® hafare 
Atalanta's Apples upon her Arm, and attempted Nicomachus with much en- 
treaty tO accept of a Civility which many that paſs'd that way did not re- 
fuſe, which was only to divert himſelf a while at her houſe, which was in 
ſight upon the Eage of a Hill joyning to the Valley of + gon. * Nice + Srife 
machus with many thank's wav'd her ofter,alledging that he had not travail'd * 9ue that 0- 
ſo faras to needa Bait, and that he had ſo far to go, that he could not ſtay ole, ” 
to accept of it ; -and therefore deſired her that in ſtead of offering a Cour. 
teſie ſhe would not do him a Hindrance. Alas, Sir, quoth ſhe, you need. 
not make ſuch haſte : peradventure the place whether you are going will 
not give you ſuch welcome as T ſhall. It is not fit, replied Nicomachas , 
to undervaluethe favour which I cannot accept, by comparing it with 0- 

thers: The Coufttry whether I am going ſhall content me with the meaneſt 
weicome : If I can but arrive ſafe to it, I ſeek no more. It ſeems then you 
have -heard great matters concerning it, quoth Paruſse. I have, ſaid Nico 
machus. To which Paruſa anſwer'd, I ſee a ſinall Evidence of Truth, will 
content a man of an eafie Faith. The Reports concerning that Theoprepia 
are ſo different, and the Excellencies of it are ſo weekly aſſittd by any 
that I have heard talk of it, that for my oyn part I wonder any wiſe- man 
ſhould ever move a ſtep out of this pleaſant place upon ſuch uncertain in- : 
formations. TI perceive you.are a pretender to Vercue, and a rival Lover 
of the Lady Arete, which makes you ſo ſqueamiſh to receive the entertain- 
ments which I offer ; and according to the guiſe of vour Partners,vou think 
your ſelves oblig'd for her ſake to abandon this preſent World, and then 


preſume that you have done ſuch a great matter, that you ſhall not fail tobe 
rewarded for it in Theoprepia. 


_ Some of your Faction are ſo high-minded, that they applaud their Feli- 
city In the Love of Arete with arrogant words ,. and dote ſo much upon 
her Perſon, that they will wake laviſh proteſtations that they care forno 
Portion. This they may the better ſay, becauſe ſhe hath bur little. Bur 
if ſhe were accompanied with a great Dowry, they pretend -it would not 
make her more lovely to them ; and therefore {lighting ſuch common Mo- 
tives, as they call them, they avow that he is no true lover of Arete, who 
needs ſuch poor Incentives of his affe&ion, and that Love which doth de- 
tire any Addition with her is not ſo generous as to become her Suitors. For 
wy own part I wonder at their ſtupidity, that they ſhould talk of not lo- | 
ving that which makes their Miſtreſs more deſirable, and that they ſhould 
not underſtand the folly of their affe&ionate Temper: for though, 
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like fire, it may ſhine bright for a while, yet it nwſt needs go out, ſince 
they reje& the fewel which ſhould ſupply it with new Vigour. But others 


- which have ſcen this youthful heat evaporate , being made more wary by 


* Vertue, 


f 4 Conqueroy 
i» feht. 


their Experience, ſay, that though * Arete's perſon 1s as amiable as any 
Creature can be, yet ſhe was never ſo deſpis'd by her Father as to be de- 
nied a Portion, and that.it is ſuch, as only Arete 1s worthy of it, But when 
thoſe which do not underſtand that ſhe hath any at all demand what it is, 
they ſay it is moſt in Reverſion : and when they are ask'd, where it lies, 
they reply, in Theoprep1a ; not in this World, though that is all they ever 
ſaw, but in another, of which they give ſuch an imperfed& account, that 
T think this ſort of Wooers is almoſt as ſilly as thoſe which would make us 
believe that they love Arete without a Portion, ſince they know nor 
what it is, nor underſtand that ſhe hath any at all, but by heax- 
ſay. 

"I ſhe was going to ſay more, Anger began to ſparkle in the eyes of the 
pood + Nicomachus, hearing Theoprepia b.aſphem'd, and the Noble Arete 
diſhonourab!y repreſented ; and he ſtop'd her with this ſmart Reply. 
Hold thy tongue, prophane Nymph: thou haſt ſaid nothing but what I 
can diſprove, neither haſt thou offer'd any thing but what I know to be a 
Vanity. TI have had experience of the falſhood of all Senfible things : they 
make a great Show indeed, and promiſe largely ; but they have ſtill made 
ſuch untrue performances, that I will never truſt them any more. And 
though you cenſure it as an Abſurdity in thoſe that pretend to love Arete 
for her perſon, and think you have found a proſs Soleciſm in their Af- 
fections; alas! you do but ſhew your own Ignorance : For, is not Beauty 
lovely in it ſelf? Are not all fair things, by the nature of their Being , 
amiable ? You may as well uſe other words, and ſay that Lovelineſs is nor 
amiable. That Vertue which you diſparage 1s the Beauty of the Soul , 
and hath an Efſential Pulchritude in its Conſtitution, without any refer- 
ence to any thing bur it ſelf; as the natural unlovelineſs of Bodily defor- 
mity is acknowledged not to depend upon external appurtenances. But 
you would reach Nature ſome new Lefſons , and have it work upon new 
Princip'es, and make us believe that a perſon of incomparable Beauty 
doth not rationally move any affection in the beholders , till they have 
enquir'd whether her Handſomneſs be accompanied with an equal Fortune. 
Away with your groſs Ignorance. If one haply fall into the converſes of 
a Wiſe and Vertuous man, who, concealing his name, doth by prudent Diſ- 


courſes and good Actions ſhew the Excellency of his Accompliſhments ; 


you would not have us ſet any value upon his worth in this ſimple Confide- * 
ration, till we be affured that he is one of the richeſt men in the Count 
where he dwells. I wonder you had not made ſome ſcruple alſo about the 
Parentage of the Divine Arete, But as it 15 a known Truth that ſhe is 
nobly deſcended ; ſo if it were doubted, the unparallel'd graces which 
ſhine in her Compoſition would give a clear Evidence of her Original. 
She is of ſuch an Excellent Underſtanding , noble Diſpoſition, and al- 
waies converſant in ſuch honourable AGions, that ſhe is admired by all 
but ſuch as never knew her. But becauſe ſhe ſhould not be diſeſteem'd 
in the world for want of ſuch an Appendage as a Portion, her Father hath en- 
dow'd her above any other of hisChildren: for they, have but an Annuity 
our of his Eſtate for life, or ſome ſmall Penſion determinable upon the ex- 
ſpiration of a fey years ; but her's is an Immortal Inheritance, exceeding 
the reft both in Value and Duration; which he beſtow'd ſo liberally upon 
| . her 
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her, becauſe he pertetv'd ſhe was moſt worthy of it, and would improve 
it to the beſt uſes. This Eſtate you depreſs under the diſpraceful rermof an 
uncertain Reverſion, rot knowing that her great Fortunes are proportion'd 
to the vaſt meaſures of her Father's riches, and the extent of his fingular Af- 
fetion towards her. | | 
The Uncertainty which you objected, I ſuppoſe yourefer either to the 
Value of her Eſtate, or the truth of her Title. As to the Title,. he which 
never did nor ever could deceive, promiſed it to her by word of mouth, 
and before he died ſet it dow, *n his W:{l, which he ſeal'd before many ho- 
nourable Witneſſes with his own Blood. As concerning the Value of the 
Eſtate, he declar'd thus much to her,that it was ſo great, that if it ſhould 
be reported to her, ſhe had nor a ſufficient underſtanding till ſhe ſhould 
come to her full age to comprehend 1t. Which Infiniteneſs of Worth not 
drawn into a particular relation muſt needs tranſcend any little inheritance 
circuwſcrib*d with narrow inſtances, and bounded with the ſinall dimen- 
ſons of our ſhort apprehenfions. It 1s fit it ſhould be Eternal, becauſe 
* Arete is Immortal. What ſhould one that is made to live for ever do 


. with a periſhable Eſtate ? She hath enough in preſent poſſeſſion to keep 


her whilſt ſhe is in her Non-age, ſutable to her Birth and Quality: for her 
allowance is ſo vaſt that no Princes upon Earth equals it. How ſhall I 
reckon the particulars that conſtitute her preſent Felicity ? Peace of Soul, 
Harmony with Nature, Improvement of Mind , Beautiful Health, true 
Honour, ſolid Joyes, Freedom from Error , Converſe with her Father 
in the other world by Letters, frequent Tokens ſerit by Angelical 
Meſſengers, Liberty of Spirit, Contempt of Mortality, and ſuch 
like. 


Though her Father would not give a perfe& Inventory of her Future E- 
ſtate, there was great reaſon for that, though you do not underſtand it ; for 
by this means he hath prudently conſulted for his Daughters Honour. If he 
had fully reveal'd the riches of her Fortune, every baſe-ſpirited perſon 
would have made love to her, and ſhe ſhould have wanted a Tryal of her 
Suitors Ingenuity. Such would then have pretended that they could love 
none but her, who now can love any that hath wealth and worldly Quality: 
nay peradventure ſome would have courted her that are ſo cheaply conſti- 
euted, that they would think themſelves highly honoured by a ſmile from 
thee, Parsſ#; whd haſt nothing but an Eſtate for life, and that of ſo ſivall 


———yalue, that I think a man of a very ordinary Judgement may eaſily find rea- 


$ enow to deſpiſe it. It was fit that ſuch as wooe Arete ſhould bring 
noble Aﬀections, and thoſe they do ſomething diſcover by making love toa 
Virgin of a conceal'd Dowry : which was never hid to cheat any true Lo- 
ver, but to keep off falſe Difſemblers.: He who ſhall be ſo happy as to enjoy 
her, will find himſelf ſo.well contented with the Experiment of what was 
promiſed, that the ExpeGation of her future Revenues will not be trouble- 
ſome ; and it will pleaſe him alſo to ſee himſelf made more acceptable to 
Arete and her Father, by the proof which they have receiv'd of his Ingenu- 
ous Aﬀecions. | 

Upon this Reply »« Parwſs bluſh'd and retired; and * Piraſtes, ina great 
fear leſt his proje& ſhould utterly fail, came forth of a Thicket of Myrtles, 
where he lay in Ambuſh to ſee how things would go, and, if need were, 
to ſuccour the weakneſs of his Complices. He accoſted Nicomachss with a 
Speech fram'd to expreſs a mixture of Love and Anger : he began thus ; 
In footh, young man, your preſence would make one think you more 


F Vertue. 


a T reſent good, 
d The temper. 


Q civil 


wy 
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civil than your aGions doallow you to be. You ſcem to be careful of Ver- 

tue, and yet you underſtand the nature of it ſo little, that you make no 

ſcruple of doing Wrong. Though you would make us believe that you are 

one of the Sons of Wiſdom, yet 1 ſee you have need {till tro unlearn your 

Folly. You abandon your own Good , and cannot but be unreaſonable 

in what you deſign, ſince you have not the uſe of that moſt famous princi- 

ple of Nature, Se/f-love. What Right will you perform to others, who 

have no charity for your ſelf ? You pretend that you ought to love thoſe 

which hate you, and yet hate thoſe that love you. But though you take a 

pride in loving your Enemies, and count it the Top of PerfeGions , 

yet what need you multiply your Enemies, by expreſſing your Incivility ? 

You have enough already : or ſince you boaſt of loving thoſe which donor 

love you, do you make that a diſpenſation for your {11ghting of thoſe that do? 

* Natural 4þ- What? have you abandon'd your faithful ſervaiit Orexzs? She was, as you 
petite, know, committed to your care by her Parents, who believing the truth of 
that great reſpe@ which you often expreſs'd for her, durſt have truſted 

her very life in the pleaſure of your Will. You ſaid, ſhe ſhould be as dear 

to you as youare to your ſelf. You did ſometimes manifeſt a great regard 

of your promiſe, and ſeem'd to employ much care for her Welfare : and 

becauſe her Eſtate was often troubled with litigious Controverſies, when 

any of her concernments were under queſtion, you would pet leave to be 
Arbitrator of the difference, by promiſes of an impartial Sentence ; but 

for the moſt part gave the Verdid for her; whatever Reaſon ſaid to the con- 

trary. What hath chang'd your mind ? Hath ſhe offended you ? or is the 

Offence ſo great that it may not be pardoned? If you would not forgive it, 

could you not have order'd a more moderate puniſhment than to baniſh her 

from your company ? which you muſt needs acknowledge to be Cruelty, 

ſince you know that ſhe will die if ſhe be caſt out of yeur Favour. I wet 

her the other day in a moſt miſerable plight; and ſhe did not ſtick to com- 

Plain of you ; which ſhe would not have done, but that you had pitifully 

negleGed her, and that ſhe hath no hope of tedreſs but from the ſaiz.e hand 

; *Vertue, that infliged the harm. See what an unjuſt love you beſtow upon that 

* Arete, which makes you thus unmerciful to every body elſe ! 

a Xatura! 44. By that time he had ſaid this, * Orexis, who underſtood her time, ap- 
t1tes pear'd, but to the great 'grief of Nicomachws ; for ® Piraſtes his talk, and 
> The remp1i7. the preſence of Orexis did work upon him ſo powerfully, as if they had 
been within his heart, and turn'd his afteGions about withas much eaſe, as 

if they had got into their hand that Helm of the Soul by which Nature 
ſtears what courſe ſhe pleaſes. Having hearken'd a little longer to their 
diſcourſes, which were made up of intreaties to ſtay preſented by Orexis, 

: Preſeut plea. and reaſons to diſſivade his going forward urg'd by P:raſtes, pull'd by *Pa- 
, 74uſa, clogg'd by * Narke, and hindred by them all, he ſtood affected with 
data ſuch contrary motions, as we ſee expreſs'd upon the balance of a pair of 


verſity of cunning ſtories began to work upon his Credulity ; falſcrepre- 
ſentations of things dazell'd his eyes, and intricate queſtions made him 
doubt the reaſonableneſs-of his Reſolutions ; plain things involv'd with 

_ perplex'd Circumſtances enfeebl'd his choice ; and,inſhorc, he was brought 
to that paſs, that he began to diſpute with himſelf whether heſhould go 
forward or backward: and thus he ſtood a while, taking time to pauſe 
me his thoughts, Þþut ſore diſtreſs'd with the difficulties of contrary per- 
waſions. ﬀ | 


* Piraſtes 


Scales when by a violent blow it is made to waver this way and that. Dij-- 
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Book LV: 
* Piraſtes ſeeing his charms begin to work, thought it great Iimmprudence * The Temper, 

to neglect 10 happy an Opportunity to perfed& what he had begun, and ſaid; 
Nicomachss, you ſee how you are aiflited with the change of. your Aﬀecti- 
ons : what can you expect buta worſe conclufion of theſe diſaſtrous begin-' 
nings ? your afteGion to * Arete is too exceſſive; Vertue conſiſts in the Meay 
betweet two Extremes : Your Tmmoderation is 1rregular, your Violence 
unnatural. You blow the coals of your love ſo fiercely, that though you 
make the flame more ſcorching for a while, yet it will make it go ſooner out. 
Loveleſs, and you will love better and longer. You love Arete unvertn- 
ouſly. But it may be you are willing enough to retune, but for the ſhame 
of Apoſtaſie.That fear 1s needleſs: who ſhall reproach you for coming back, 
but ſuch as peradventure have not gone ſo far themſelves? Say that + Orextis t Appetite, 
and I compell'd you to return. All men will pardon a Fault which they ſee 

to be ſo natural, that it 1s in a wanner neceſſary. Prove to all that cenſure 

this ation; that it was impoſſible to go forward over ſo many hinderan- 

ces as lay in the way 3 and then they will confeſs, it was noSin to come i 
back. | MW 
Here I muſt needs take notice ofan Accident which was very wonderful. | | 


* Pertwue, 


Bentivelio and thoſe which were with him obſerv'd that all the while N7co- 
machus kept on his pace towards Theoprepia, he ſeem'd to be cloath'd witha 
garment of Light,and his words ſeem'd to be pointed with ſharp rayes, as 
he ſpoke to®* Narke and® Paruſa in the beginning of the Conflid& ; but that * Sleth. | "1% 
now one fide of him was grown dark, and that he made ſucha kind of , Poſes pleas 
ſhow as the Moon doth when one half is eclips'd. Upon which fight * 
Urani , gueſſing the true reaſon of this change,expreſs'd the Compaſſions 
which the had for one whoſe caſe ſhe judg'd very pitiful, in theſe words; - 
Yon young man ſeems to be agitated with the Viciſſitudes of Rational 
and Senſitive. Appetites: and I am affraid that the choice of Vertue is 
dull'd in his Soul by rhe force of Tentation, and that he inclines too 
much towards the ſolicitation of his worſe part. God grant that he do 
not. believe the falſe Tempter, and that he which now ſtands ſtill, do nor 
go back with thoſe Traitors, but return ſpeedily to himſelf and Theo- 
repia. 
be had ſcarce finiſh*'d the words of her ſhort Prayer for NVichomachas, 
which the reſt of the Travailers accompanied with their Hearts, but they ſaw ' 
the Light environ him round about again ; of which they were very glad, 
not doubting but God had heard their Prayer, and ſav'd the Tempted 
Paſſenger. Then he began to talk again, having recover'd his courage, after 
this manner, (which I will ſet down; and if I forget ſome of his words 
yet I am ſure I do not 1njure the ſenſe of his Reply.) Pzraſtes, are you 
ſo vex*d with the Imprudence of your Fault and the miſery into which 
your Sin hath thrown you, that you envie all that ſtand in the Happi- 
neſs of that Grace which God hath beſtaw'd upon them? Are you ſo evil, 
that you are offended becauſe God is good ? Will the multitude of. Com- 
panions , whom you draw into your Pit, alleviate the Torments which 
you ſuffer there? Are you ſo malicioufly deviliſh as to make ſport with 
the Infelicities of others, which are in a great meaſure due to your 
Faults? But though you are ſo ill-minded, you ſhall got makea prey of , 
me. Doth not humane nature-miſcarry too eafily of it ſelf through TIgno- | 
rance or Incogitancy, and doth it not go aſtray faſt enough through falſe if 
Opinions, unleſs you hurry it on by your provocations ? But how noble vn 
you are in your Profters! Would you conſign me for a Companion of that _ il 
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Sentivolio and Ura 


nia, eo Buok IV; 


* Lppetite, 


La Vertu. 


*The temper. 


lleepy Hagg: Nerke? or; ſince ſhe will not give content; muſt Paruſa be her 


Second ? No, Paraſs, I have recciv'd a glaſs from Theoprepia, by which 


I can ſee beyond the preſentneſs of this world; And for this * Orexis which 
you talk of ſo paſſionately, did Iever take her otherwiſe than as ſhe was 
commended for a faithful ſervant? or did I deprive her of that Office in my 
houſe, till ſhe quarrel'd with the Loves which I hadentertain'd for * Arete, 
and declar'd that ſhe highly ſcorn'd her for a Miſtreſs ? It's true; I oftey 
took her part, defended her concernments, and made my Judgment give 
way tg her Deſires; but I will do ſo no more : a forwer Miſtake is no pre- 
ſcription for future Errours, She hath reveal'd her infidelity by many a- 
buſes; and I have no reaſon to truſt one that hath often deceiv'd we. I 
endeavour to love my Enemies 3 þut not in ſuch inſtances as to nuke me 
Enewy and Traitor to my ſelf.' I could never be quiet for her unreaſona- 
ble demands : She is not to be ſatisfied with granting, but denying her im- 
modeſt cravings. I will never receive her again, but upon her promiſe 
to recant her Arrogance , and to ſubmit her ſelf in all duty tro Arete, 
whom upon her knees ſhe ſhall ask forgiveneſs before ſhe be pardon» 
ed. 
- But what do I talk thus long with fuch as you are ? Away * "_ ; do 
not think that I am ignorant who you are, Retire and hide thy ſhame in 
the darkneſs of thy Infernal Grott. Crooked Serpent, doſt thou think 
by ſubtile arguments to wind me out of my way to Blefſednes ? Thy Per- 
ſwaſions are not forcible: Thy Fraud is very eaſily diſcovered. Doſt 


| thouteach me the way to hate by remitting my preſent affe&ion ? and en- 


deavoureſt to put me into a ſuſpition of loving one too much whom I am 
ſure that I can never loveenough ? I need not fear exceſs in AﬀeGion , 
when the Obje& wakes it impoſſible ; except I chuſe falſe inſtances, or uſe 

ue expreſhons indiſcreetly : for then I ſhall love my Happineſs with all 
my Heart, but not with all my Mind; and ſo in ſtead of the whole, by 
dividing wy felf fondly I ſhall give but half, and ſo offer to the God of 
Love an Unreaſonable Sacrifice. But I muſt be moderate in my AﬀeGions, 
leſt I exceed (forſqoth) that Mediocrity in which the nature of Vertue , 
is founded. | Youare very Philoſophical, Pzraſtes; and I grant that Ver- 
tue is ſometimes beſet with enemies on both ſides, and that it is a fault if 
the Soul reftrain nat the ardencies of affe&ion, becauſe many times the Ob- 
jze& upon which they are beſtow'd is not worthy of them. Bur it is a falſe 
Rule, if ithe univerſally applied ; for it holds not inreſpe@ of God , 
who is the Principal Obje& of Love: and how much he abhors a Luke- 
warm Temper you have heard before now. It 1s Vertue it ſelf to exalr 
our-love to the higheſt degree when God is Object; and it is moſt prudent 
to affe& him with exceſs of paſſion, becauſe that Intenſion is but propor- 
tionable to his unmeaſurable Goodneſs. Shall I think thoſe contracted 
affegtions worthy of my Beſt Good, which I may beſtow lawfully upon 
every Token that I receive-from him? Are ſome lame Velleities a vertuous 
purſuit of the Chief Gaod ? or, Is it enough to have begunto love him 
whom we are toloveeternally ? will the treading a few ſteps counteryail 
for perſeverance in our journey to our laſt and beſt Home ? Thou would- 


eſt have me ſo ſottiſh as to:think I had finiſh'd my journey, becauſe Þ have 


gone part of my way. What elſe can it mean that I ſhould ſeek comfort 
in a vain return, becauſe I have gone farther than others ? Should I remic 
my affection, that I might take breath and deliberate fooliſhly about ſo 
great a neceſſity as wy Salvation, which is the Feſt Good of which I am 

| capable? 
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Book LV. Bentivolio and Urania; 


capable ? As wiſely might one ask advice, whether it be Prudence to endea- 
your tobe Happy. And ſince the Goodneſs of my Creator hath made Felicity 
attainable, ſhall I beſtow no other exerciſe of ty Will upon it, than upon 
ſome Good which is impoſſible ? For that alſq I nay deſire with the imper- 


fect aQion of a weak Velleity. No, * Piraſtes, * Theoprepia is my Happine(; ; 2 The Tempter, 


and fince it is deſign'd for me, I will not reſt till I come ta it. 

Since thou didfſt talk ſomething to little purpoſe concerning the ſhame af 
returning, I will takea (light notice of thoſe words. What ? daſt thou con- 
ceive that I would moſt willingly be miſerable,but for the diſgrace of Apa- 
ſtaſfie?and wouldſt thou have me take off that, by pleading the Compulſion of 
external Force? No, Piraſtes;that will not do it.Why ſhouldſt thou endeavour 
to make me give credit to that which thou doſt not believe thy ſelf? I am of 
that Conſtitution which my Maker hath plac'd above the juriſdi&ion of 
Compulſion, and thou doſt know it: defire not to be miſerable, though wy 
unhappineſs ſhould not be joyn'd with my fault;bur fnce I am free from Con- 
ſtraint, I cannot be undone but by my own Will.Shall I call that by the falſe 
pame of Compulfon,when I conſent to the deſign,and make my bodily pow- 
ers contribute to its execution? My aGion in the Return would not be invo- 
luntary, unleſs thou didſt carry me away upon thy back; nor then neither, if 
I were willing to be ſo carryed. 

The Difficulties of Tentation, which thou didfſt alſo mention, leaving no 
ſtone unrur'd where thou haſt any hope to find a means of my harm,are of no 
fuch efficacy with me; for though they grow much ſtronger Þy their Sympa- 
thies with my Fleſhly Appetite, yet cn Sei not of that force either to Ex- 
cuſe Viceor make Vertue unattainable, but are appointed for another more 
excellent End. What ? doth Tentation take a man from himſelf? Or doth that 
which heightens the price of Vertue,and aſſures and encreaſeth the Reward, 
diſannul qur Duty? What is Vertue good for but to raiſe our lower inclina- 
tions, and toovercame the evil ſpirit which doemineers over this wicked 
world? What ſerves our Underſtanding for, but to diſcover the fallacy of 
worſe ſatisfaGions,& to make them unlegible, when by comparing them with 
others it doth ſhow that they are manifeſtly prejudicial ? Is not our Will a 
Rational Appetite givenus to preponderate our powers to ſuch actions as 
Reaſon pronounceth good ? And though ſome flight inconvenience may ac- 
company the Good which Reaſon propounds, and fome Benefit may be 
joyn'd with the Ill which the Appetite deſires; yet, Is not the leſs ill of the 


two a great good inreſpeda of the other?and ſhall I not form my choice ac- 


cordingly?I know it isnatural to gratifie the Body,for which thou haſt made 
ſo many Orations;and I do it when its demands are reaſonable,and when I do 
not ſee great reaſon for the contrary: þut it muſt never be done to the preju- 
dice of the Sonl.Whoſe Will ſhall be perforn!d? that ofthe Maſter or the Ser- 
vant? Why doſt thou, by the help of Orexzs,endeavour to impreſs upon my 
Mind ſuch a fair repreſentation of fleſhly Objeds,and to obſcure the beauti» 
ful Image of Vertue? My fix'd Will ſhall purſue its love,and excite my Mind 
to reaſſume the Contemplation of true Goodneſs;and to further my better 
ſort of affe&ion with a clearer ſight of that which I cannot forget and be 
happy. 1 do not only foreſee the Excellent End of wy 5 9s Journey, 


which moves my Will to undertake it ; but I perceive alſo the meliority of 


my choice above all thy Contra-propoſals: and _I will uſe the ſame Under- 
ſtanding to dire& me how I may obtain my End, by which.I am convinc'd 
it is neceſſary that I ſhould perſevere in the uſe of Means. 


By 


b The Divine 
Stare. 
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By this which I have ſaid thou ſeeſt of what inconſiderable oppoſition 
thoſe rubsare which thou haſt put in my way to make the paths of Vertue 
unpaſſable,& return to Vice excuſable.No,they-make the choice of our duty 
more commendable,Obedience more noble, & the Reward proportionable. 
All Excellent things have difficulty annexed to them. It's a ſign of Strength, 
when a man 1snot overcome by ſuch things as of their own nature are apt to 
vanquiſh our reſiſtances. Do not think by the difficulty of ſome means to make 
me ſlight that which could never be eafily attain'd; The Excellency of that 
End which I have propounded to my ſelf is ſo tranſcendent, that it ſweetens 
the moſt harſh Means, and makes any thing that doth further my deſign ac- 
'ceptable. Iam not one of thoſe falſe Cowards, who when they are tempted 
think they are plac'd between a bare neceſſity of doing well and unconque- 
rable alluremenrs to do ill, & then cry out feebly,If to fin be ſweet,and not to 
fin,neceſſary,vby is Nature ſo imperfe(t as to diſobey the Law,or the Law ſo ſe- 
were 4s to bur Nature? Away with this witty Hypocrtſie. Shall a man eſteem 
hisduty impoſſible, becauſe it 1s cafe to fin? Or canany think themſelves 
good, whilſt Vertue is unpleaſant ? He is never neceſſitated t> fin who is al- 
waies aſſiſted by a divine Spirit;and a good mans temper 1s ſo form'd that no- 
thing is ſo ſweet as obedience,to which Tryal is no Contradiction, but Evi- 
dence. The fire refines true Gold ; bur the meta] which is diſcovered to be 

Braſs by the Furnace, was ſo before. it may be,ſuch counterfeit reaſons as you 
have alledged will paſs currently with ſuch as are deprav'd with habitual 
Sin,and have enſlav'd themſelves to irregular Paſſions; but to reCtified Souls, 
which have always the moſt ſerene apprehenſion, it is in vain to offer Appea- 
- rances for truth: For they will examine whether that which is call'd Good 
be True ;and will try whether that which is commended for the Beſt, be ſo 
indeed ; and will not judge of things as they are repreſented by the falſe 
light which Paſſion holds, or as they are coloured by Tentation. Be gone, 
Juggler, or elſe I will break all your falſe glaſſes:you ſhall not inſlave the Li- 
berty of my Will to brutiſh Appetite: I will not for the vain jollity of foon- 
fading Pleaſures,loſe the ſprightly Temper of a holy Soul,nor be depriv'd of 
the true Joy of one that hath refus'd to fin when it was pleaſant. 
a The tempter. When Nicomachus had done ſpeaking, * Piraſtes vaniſh'd,* Paruſa turn'd a- 
» reſent ples- .zy with great indignation,*Varke fell down in a ſwoon:and as Nicomachus- 
on. went away, 4 Orexis follow'd him at ſome ſmall diſtance with a dejeced 
4 Appetite. "countenance, intendingaas ſhe afterward dec)ared, to ſubmit her ſelf to the 
- Os. Lady * Arete. _ 
' Bentivolis and his fellow-travailers having patiently awaited the conclu- 
ſion of the Combate;8& much rejoycing at ſo happy an iſſue of a doubtful Try= 
al,made haſte after Nicomachus;and when they had overtaken him,congratu- 
lated the happy Vidory which he had lately obtain'd ; which they did the 
more Paſſionately,becauſe they had been ſpecators of the Fight.He return'd 
thanks to them after ſuch a manner as ſhow'd that his Triumph was only in 
God, to whoſe Grace he aſcribed his Conqueſt. They underſtanding his 
purpoſe for Theoprepia,gladly encreas'd their number with one more, whom 
they had good reaſon to admit for a fe|low-Travailer.In a few hours they 
paſs'd the Valley of * Agox, andenter'd into the borders of * Theoprep1a. 


Þ The Divine When they had gone but alittle way into the Country, they perceiv'd ſuch 
"_ a change of the Soil and Air,that they ſeem'd to be come into another world. 
© Humilizy, TÞugh the ground was not high (for that part of the Country was call'd, 


«4 4idsrk, Thehumble Valley of cTapzmephroſyne) yet it was not clouded with ſuch thick 
Foggs as infeſted 4 Pammelena,and made it both dark and unhealthful.It was 
_ EEIED eſt 
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leſt with a ſerene Air,ever free from Storms ; neither was it troubled with 

the ſtifling heats of © Agazelus;but was {| weetned with freſh Breezes which «< Frll of ema- 

caine from thoſe healthful Hills which lay round about it, T hongh it was /-tion. 

low, it was firm, and it had no Boggs. The Earth was wonderful fertile, be- 

ing watered with many ſtreams which deſcended from a great common 

Spring, which by and by I ſhall bave occaſion to deſcribe.As they fate upon 

the green banks of a little Rivolet, and had refreſh'd themſelves with Ccry- 

ſtal liquor, Nitemacbas, having firlt demanded leave, expreſs'd the joy of 

his late ſucceſs in a ſhort Song, whilſt the ſilver Brook did courteouſly ac- 

company his voice with a purling noiſe,and ſupplied the want of a Through- | 

Baſe with a kind of * Hyaraula. * A Watey 1y:- 
I think it will not be amits ro give a Character of the Inhabitants of ® T#- —_ 

pinophroſyne ; tor by that the Reader w1ll ſee that Pride is not in rhat eſteem 2he charb fer 

every where which it hath unjuſtly gotten among us. of Humility. 
Theſe people were of a Modeſt Temper and diſcreet Carriage; they had 

2 ſedate Calmneſs 1n their Spirits, & a ſolid Joy painted it ſelf with true co- 

lours in the lively chearftilneſs of their faces. They were ſo courteous to 

all, thar one would think it to have been a Law of their Country to prefer 

all others to themſelves ; for, when others were ſuch as they could not give : 

them Pre-eminence in the eſtimations of ſevere Judgment, yet they would do 

it in Expreſſes of AfieGion and all office3 of Love. The greateſt amongſt them 

were the moſt civil, not in word, but in deed; for it was a receiv'd Opinion 

with them, that, The more any Perſon 1s rais'd above others, the more he 

ought to ſtoop to do them good. They would perform the meanelt ſervices 

for one another without grudging, nay, with that prompt affection, that 

one would have thought that of a Servant a chief Office among them. Though 

they do much undervalue ſuch Complements and reſpecis as are made up on- 

ly of words, yet they expreſs their heartinefs with all civility of language, 

and proportionable deportment. When they were demanded any thing con- 


cerning their Country, they gave ſuch anſwers as ſufficiently prov'd that 
they did not overvalue themſelves; and when others praisd them for any 


thing, they would bluſh and utterly refuſe to ſpeak any more of that matter, 
and fay that they could not receive that astheir due which others gave them 
in courtefie. They never vainly boaſt of their Excellencies, or make a ſhow 
of thew, as if they were going to ſell them, as ſome puffc ſpirits do. As it is 
criminal with them in the higheſt degree, to pretend to what they have not; 
F ſo it 1s next to that, to praiſe themſelves for what they have. They wonder 
at the folly of thoſe who pleaſe themſelves with thoſe childiſh plumes and 
{traw-hats with which ordinary Pride doth adorn it ſelf ; becauſe the in- 
ſtances have no worth in them : and they do alſo condemn the Pride of thoſe 
that are endow'd with truly-noble Gifts, becauſe Humility is a part of that 
Thankfulneſs which we owe for what we have receiv'd. They admire the ſtu- 
pidity of the Szoicksgg, who give no thanks but to themſcives for their Ver- 
tue, and aſcribe their Felicity to themſelves alone. They think, that ſince 
God hath wade things worthy to be choſen, though a man doth freely fele& 
them from others which are not ſo good ; that a creature hath nothing to 
pride it (elf in for that, but that God is more adorable, whocould make ſuch 
an Excellent Creature:and fince that ads not neither according to its nature, 
but as it 1s under the Aſſiſtance of his almighty Grace,the miſt2ken reaſon of 
others Arrogance becomes to thema rare inſtrument of Humility. Though 
they perform ſome things that are worthy in themſelves, and make for the 
praiſe of im that deſeryes a!l praiſe ; they make no greater wonder at it, 
than 
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than that the Streams do run into the Sea f. om whence they came. They count 
it but Juſtice to ſerve him who made them ſomething by his meer pleaſure, 
And when they have further'd any of his deſigns; they are glad becauſe they 
could have done nothing ſo good ; but they count it Poverty of Soul to ex- 
pe& thanks of him, to whom we owe more then we can perform. This Tem- 
per makes them reſent their own Worth no more then if they had none 3 and 
they account it ſo much the greater a Favour from God, and Worth in them, 
if, when they have done well, they attribute nothing to themſetves. 

Their external Garb was fignificative of an inward Gravity : neither men, 
no nor women, nor young men dreſs'd themſelves as if they defired to be va- 
lued for their apparel ; for they cloath'd an inward worth with true Humi- 
lity: 

if any of them ſpied a Fault in another, he would be ſure to cover it till 
he could ſhow it to him in private, and then he would do it with ſo much 
ſweetneſs, that the Offender could ſcarce tell whether he was reproved or 
courted, and would receive the reproof with the ſame ſpirit of content, 
with which thoſe that cannot endure to hear of ctherr Errors receive Flat- 

" reries. 

Inall theſe praiſes they keep ſuch an exa&t Decorum to all their Rules, 

that they carefully ſhin a baſe puſillanimity, and all ſordid ſubmiſſions of 
2 ALoverof themſelves.Their chief Enemy is one *Philautss,who dwells not far off from 
gb , themin a high rock 'inthe Hills of * Hypſicardion, and he ſteals down ſome- 
hs times unawares : his deſign is to take Priſoners and carry them to his Den,of 
| which he will tell ſtrange Stories, and magnifie his Jofty Cell in which he 0- 
verlooks their dirty Hutts, as he diſdainfully calls their lower houſes, and 
will make many praiſes of himſelf which are moſt of them Lies. It he prevail 
upon any of them,he commonly throws them over ſome precipice ; but when 
they rejed his Perſiwaſions, and leave him to himſelf, "he goes back afflicted 

with the greateſt ſhame imaginable. 

Theſe courteous people condudced the Travailers to the Houſe of their 
v#he knowtels Chief Governour, whom they call*d * Gnorhiſauton : His ſeat and garb was 
of ener folf. fuchas became the Prince of Humility. 

He was at that time diſcourſing with two young men,who travailing to- 
wards Theoprepia, had loſt their way ; one of them aiming at the higher part 
of the Country, had made more haſte than good ſpeed ; and the other neg- 
leing his dire@ions, miſcarried fouly, Both of them having wandred a good 
while, for fear of perpetual erring, were come to þe better inform'd by 
Gnothiſauton. 

a Onewuho hath One was call'd * Megalophron,who,as he came from Fanaſembla, finding the 
great and yay dirty which led towards, Borborus, inclin'd ſo much to the other hand 
proud thoughts, : . : 
d Dirt, that he went up to the Topof Hypſicardion, never making queſtion but that 
: the noble Theoprepia lay beyond the rais'd Height of thoſe lofty Hills: and 
as he follow'd the ſeveral turnings which winded about divers wayes upon 
the Mountains, he was ſo bewildredat laft, that he knew not where he was, 
© ch tongue, til] he was came back to that part of © Polyglottvs which is call'd * Kenopiſtis; 
* Vain faith. where being muchamaz'd at his miſtake, (for he had ſuch great thoughts of 
himſelf, that he preſum'd he could never have errd,) he took the wiſeſt 
courſe to recover his loſs, which was,to mend his pace back again ; and ob- 
ſerving well where he loſt his way, he took better heed to eſcape a ſecond 
error,and ſo by good hap,though he was well tired,he came to Gzothiſautor, 
He could not but,ſmile to ſee what a wild maze the young man had trod;and 
after a ſhort pauſe, he ask'd him what thoughts poſſeſs'd his mind upon the 
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Tops of * Hypficaraton. O, quoth Megalophron, I lock'd down from that * / ride of 
height with great {corn upon all the world,and did eaſily imagin that it was Fare: 
wade for me : I thought that all men which 1 ſaw were but as Grathoppers 
in reſpe& of wy Greatneſs, and I believed it was not amiſs if they did adore 
it:I iwagin'd my (elf far above the lower ſort of Stars,and kick'd the Clouds 
out of my way. Þut [ confeſs as I wander'd here and there, I was almo{t 
ſtifled with the rank ſcent of a venemous Herb call'd *. Awthades, and I had * one thar 
like to have broke my neck divers times over abrupt precipices. - _ Fro? tf 
Gnothiſauton deſured him to ſay no more : for by that which he had de- | 
clar'd; he knew well enough what had ſeduc'd bim ; and taking him into an 
I inner room,he ſet befgre him a large Glaſs, which ſhow'd him the intire pro- 
portion of his Body from head to foot, with a moſt true repreſentationof 
each part. Upon which Megalophron fell a weeping. What ail you? quoth' 
= Gnothiſauton. Alas! quoth Megalophron, enough to make me weep, I ſee the-* One who hath 
face of wy Nativity. I thought ſo, ſaid Gnothiſauton; my Glaſs doth preſent ory - == 
ſuch as look upon it with ſuch a reflexion of their natural Image,as will take tg | 
downa higher Creſt than yours. Have you ſeen your Self indeed, and begin 
ro know the frame of your conſtitution ? Do you perceive that the Beauty 
which you ſo extremely admired was a borrowed thing ? that you owe to 
another for your Being, and depend upon his pleaſure whether you ſhall be 
any thing or no the next moment ? Do you mind that you were not the 0- 
ther day, and that you did lurk in the beggarly ſhades of Nothing amongſt 
the reſt of increated things, which durſt not ſhow their heads by reaſon. of 
poverty and want of Being ? You will not boaſt , if you believe that you 
receive what you are from the great Father of all things ; nor aſpire to ſuch 
heights of Self-conceit, if you refle& upon the lowneſs of your Original. 
You know now by your own Experience, Megalophron, that ſuch as mounc 
Hypſicardion with an arrogant Spirit,do but climb downward ; and when 
they think that they have made a fair progreſs in Excellency, my Glaſs will 
convince them, that they have only encreas'd their imperfeGions. 
But did you ſee nothingelſe in my Glaſs ? quoth * Gzethiſauton. Yes that * one who 
1 did, ſaid Megalophron, and much more then I deſired.] ſaw my life picur'd, kw bmp. 
and a{l the moſt remarkable paſſage; of it ſoaccurately pourtray'd, that the 
iwperfe&ions of all my actions ſeem'd to ſtare in my face. I thought as much, 
quoth Gneothiſauton ; for this Glaſs doth not only ſerve the Eye, but the Me- 
mory : ſuch things as proud men, who will know nothing but good of them- 
ſe: ves, caſt into the pit of Oblivion ; it awakens their memories,and recals, 
and makes them take more notice of their unworthy as than when the 
firſt committed them. You ſee now that what you fooliſhly boaſted of is nor 
your own, and what you are forc'd tro own againſt your will proves your 
ſhame. And it is good reaſon that you ſhould bluſh in both reſpe&s, Mega- 
lophron, tor you arrogated to your ſelf what was anothers, and would nei- 
ther ſce your own faults, nor the Wrong which you offer'd to him: who en- 
dowed you, by employing his Gifts contrary to his will. But ſince you are 
return'd to ingenuity, you are welcome to me, I will put you in your way 
again, and give you ſuch directions as ſhall ſerve you throughout your 
whole journey. I am not ſorry for your tears, fince ſuch clouds do ofcen riſe 
from the Salt ſea which afterward fall down inſweet ſhowers. An excelent 
warineſs may grow from this Error, and true Prudence be more diligently 
C,ught by you from the difſatisfation which you have experimented in this 
miſtake. 
As Gnothiſauton was about to perfe@ his advices, he was forc'd to break 
off his talk in meer pity to * Borborztes, for that was the other Wanderers 4 dirty ſnner. 
R name; 
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| name; andſceing him dropping wet with water and mud, he ask'd him how 
he came in that fad caſe. I was travailing, quoth Porborites, towards Theo- 


Bodily textar}- Prepia, and kept my way till I met a Serpent, call'd * Hylz, in the Road;and 
05s [ was ſo taken with the beauty of her Skin, the comelineſs of her Shape,and 


thoſe various forms into which ſhe would wind her ſelf, thar I were very 

neer unto her;thouph I had good reaſon to have taken better heed ſince I ſaw 

that ſhe dideat duſt, and went upon her belly. She raking the advantage of 

my heedleſneſs, twin'd her ſelf about one of my leggs, and then hiſs'd and 

pointed with her head which way ſhe would have me go ; arid for my life, I 

thought I could go no other. Ina while I was come to the borders of the 

muddy Lake; and though I ſaw my danger, I could not but ſtep into the 

edpes of it. But when I found my ſelf ready to fink into the foul mire, I 

began to think that it was very probable, if I ſhould go a little further, I 

ſhould never come back ; and thereupon I refolv'd to return : but finding 

my ſelf diſabled ſo long as the Serpent inclaſp'd my leg, I laid hold ef wy 
Sword;and the wily Snake ſuſpe&ed to what end I would draw it,unloos'd 

her ſelf, and crept away with as much haſte as I could deſire. I rejoyc'd at 

the flight of my enemy, but purſued her no further, not knowing but the 

falſe guide might yet ſerve me ſome treacherous trick, and repeated my way 

back with a ſpeedy pace; which having continued ſome hours, I arrived 
here, though in ſuch an unhandſome manner, that I am heartily aſham'd of 

my ſelf. 

Sf man, quoth Gnothiſauton, who had well minded his diſcourſe, I 

would I had been acquainted with you ſooner, for I perceive you have been 

a great Stranger to your ſelf ; I would have endeavour'd to have made you 

better known to one who is moſt concern'd not to be ignorant of you. Ir is 
Bodily temati- no wonder that you were ſeduc'd by * Hyla, and that you are ſo beſmear'd 
at with noiſome filth. It hath been your opjniona good while, that a man is 
only a living thing made of Blood and Earth kned together ; you minded 
not that the Soul is not only capable of higher things than this world affords, 
but is utterly unſatisfied with themoſt honeſt of fleſhly delights and there- 
fore nuſt needs be afflicted with thoſe impure entertainments in which you 
had like to have immers'd your ſelf: and but that your Soul was confin'd by 
its Maker to a longer abode in that houſe of clay which you have made ſo 
| loathſome, to attend and further your emendation ; it would have left that 
ts fleſh, which you ſo unworthily indulg'd, buried in the depths of * Borborus. 
There is a Pool in my Garden, where I adviſe you to waſh your ſelf ; for 
your Pollutions are ſo offenſive, that till then I cannot endure to converſe 
a Repentance, With you. The name of the Pool was * e Meranes, which, as they ſaid, was 
by Afrener, fill d with the tears of Penitents and Lovers. One call'd > Hamartolas having 
* Lintle band: Coffer'd ſhi pwrack upon the ſands of © Mzcrecheires, with the help of a bro- 
ken board getting aſhore upon the South-Weſt Coaſt of Theoprepia, happen'd 
4 Self know- tO Comme to 4 Gnotbiſauten's houſe, and hung a Votive Piure, containing 
ledge the Deſcription of his Danger and Deliverance, over the door of this 
Pool ; and ſeeing in the wall a fair Table made of rwo ſmooth Stones Joyn'd 

together in a handſome ſquare, he engrav'd upon them a Copy of Verſes, 
which expreſs'd the thoughts which he had upon his plank : one of the 

Stones being brittle, the weather had worn away a part of them. I cannot 

rel! where to procure the entire Copy ; however ſince they are not imper- 

tinent to my ſtory, I will tranſcribe thoſe few that are left They begin 
abruptly, thus; 
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| 4 
And been undone had I not been undoxe. 

This Storm hath calm'd my « Mind,and fond Deſire 
Doth with its Fewel in theſe Waves expire. 

Thoſe Stones which I ſo priz'd had I brought home, 
Conld only build my Priſon or my Tomb. 

Thus whilſt my Soul endanger'd with my Bark 
Began to fink, my Shipwrack prov'd an Ark. 

So Vertue takes a Benefit from Shame, 

And makes bad Blots to ſerve an After-game. 

So Broken Bones grow firmer when they're ſet. 
What we have paid for, we ſhall ſcarce forges. 

Our Wiſdom's made of Second-thoughts. To ſtray 
Once ,makes us for the future mind our way. 

When ſtubborn Souls, ſoftned with grief, are bow'd 
To God, the Rainbow's painted on a cloud ; 

And when by Love it melts in ſhowers of Tears, 
Where Sin firſt enter'd Sorrow firſt appears. 


When thoſe which bath*d themſelves in this place came forth of the water, 

one * Ametameletus, who look'd to the Bath, would whiſper ſuch words in + we te re. 
their ear, that they never defir'd to return again to Borborws. Though they pented of. 

wept bitterly, it mov'd not him, for he would tell them, that it was but juſt 
that they did lament the madneſs of their wicked life ; and he would al- 
waies ſay, that thoſe tears ſhould do them no good, if they repeated their 
ſins, With ſome ſuch language Boyrborites being diſmiſs'd came into the houſe: 
whereupon Grethiſauton bad him and Megalophroz to take the neareſt way 
to * Sophroſyne, in which place they were to ſtay ſome time, from whence 
they ſhould receive further direGions. As they were ready to take their 
leave, he counſell'd them as they paſs'd through the Vale of Humility, where 
now they were; to obſerve the manners of the people, that they might be a- 
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ble to expreſs them in ſome competent reſemblances, aſſuring them that ex- 


cept they did, they would not be admitted in Sophroſyne or any other part 
of Theoprep1a. 

As Gnothiſauton had finiſh'd his diſcourſe, Bertivelioand his friends came 
in. He quick]y perceiving that they were perſons of another ſort than his 
former gueſts, (for Gzothiſauton had a rare apprehenſion) gave them enter- 
tatnment accordingly. He bad them welcome into ® Tapinophreſyne,and con- , pmily 
gratulated the happy ſucceſs of ® Nicomachns, of which they gave him no- *oue who cop- 
tice, Bentivolio perceiving by all his diſcourſes that he was endued with 2  fghr. 
ſingular Wiſdome, ask'd him many queſtions ; and amongſt othexgs, he de- 
wanded of him the reaſon why he had choſen that low Valley for his habi- 
tation. I ſhall ſoon tell you that, quoth © Gzothiſauton : for though it is low, * Self knew- 
it is both healthful and fruitful, and 1s plac'd at the bottom of one of the 
Higheſt Hills in all Theoprepza, call'd 4 Theorus, whoſe top is bleſſed with the 1 0ne who mer 
holy fountain* Agathorrytor, which waters all Theoprepia,and it is very boun- 577 #Pon 
tiful to us, for you could not but often croſs thoſe many ſtreams which run * #!9wing with 
throughout our Valley, and totheſe we owe our tertility. That Spring ſends gomer , 
forth two otreams which are call'd* Taaro and 8 Takato: the qualities of one e Things below, 
are ſometimes difterent from the other;for Takato is luſhious and more thick, 
Taano is cleer and Cryſtalline, and beſides the incomparable taſte, which 
makes thoſe which drink of it to confeſs that they never taſted the like in 
any other part of the wor'd, it hatha rare vertue for clearing and ſtrenoth-. 
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ning the <ye-light, and is us'd with good ſucceſs as a general medicine for 
molt infirmities. The Theopreptans,who have an exaG& palate, do Perceive 
a more earthly Relliſh -in that of Takate, andſay , that ſometimes it taſts 
as if it came through minerals of Silver, Braſs, and Iron. It is ſo neceſſa- 
ry to make the ground-fruitful, that the FTheoprepians could not well be 
without the uſe of it ; but they only drink and (bathe themfelves in the 
ſtreams of Taars. 

From the top of this Mountain you may diſcern the whole Compaſs of 
Theoprepia, which 1s Jaid about the Hill in ſuch a poſtureof Situation , 

, Flowing that ir doth manifeſt aneceſſity of 1ts beholdingneſs to the Spring * 4ga- 

with good. thorryton. You will 'wonder perhaps that the Countries are laid fo toge- 

ther, that they ſeem tobe checquer'd one within another. But this con- 
jun&on is a Type of their more {tri& union in Heart ; for they have no 
Monolpoies of Love, 'or ſuch particular Priviledpes, but'that all have a 
common intereſt 1n'them. 

Whilſt you ſtand upon the Hill and look Eaſtward; you will deſcry 

2 4t-we belie- Ntraight before you a ſmall Lordſhip which belongs to * Ewpiſtus. Upon 

vo. the right hand joyning tothat, is the flouriſhing» Euſebia, and beyond 

: - arr that Eaſtward the. lovely © Philadelphia. In the Confines of each where 

kndneſ. theſe three meet, ſtands the well-povern'd City * Phroneſis, whoſe preſent 

php tn Governeſs 1s a wife Lady call'd by the fame name. Her Husbands name 
yew” was © Phronimws : He left a Son call'd  Theoſebins, whom the Euſebrans ho- 

' 4 worſbipper nour exceedingly ; and they have good cauſe foro do, as you will fee 

-#-Y when you come thither. He had a Daughter alſo call'd 5 Agape, fanious 

for her Charity, and very much lov'd by the Philadeiphians for the 
> Prudence. likeneſs of her Temper. Not far from * Phronefia towards the North 

i Temperance. you will behold the healthful Country of i Sophroſyme. It's amiddle ſorc 

of ground between high and low,and of no very great Compaſs. Through- 
ont the middle of Theoprepie liesa great ſtraight Rode, which is cali'd 

t 4go0d life. K Broſealut , and it leads. at the further end into the pleaſant Valley of 

| Good hope. | Elpiſcale ; from whence there is a way into the Higher Theoprepia ; which 

| doth well deſerve to be call'd by that name: for though when you ſeethis 
Country which I have deſcribed, you will judge it to be the higheſt of 
all you have known, and ſo itis; yet it is not comparableto the Upper 
Theoprepia. | 
You will wonder, Noble Travailers, that I ſhould compriſe the De- 
ſcription of Theoprepia in theſe few words, which perhaps you have heard 
repreſented for ſo large a Country that it needs many Books to map it 
out, and ſometimes requires divers Volumes to deſcribe a little part of it. 
Bur it is a compad Country,and more to be admired for Worth than quan- 
tity of ground, and is ofcen miſrepreſented by ſuch as were never there. 
As you travail you will find my words true, and having the Country it 
ſelf ſtill in your eye, you will need no more directions. God be your 
good guide. mw 
The Travailers, ſo courteouſly diſmiſſed, took their leave ghadly, for 

* Flowing it was buta ſmall ſatisfaGion to hear of ſuch a Spring as m Agatborrytoy, 

withgoed, unleſs they ſaw it and taſted of ir. They ſoon clinb'd the Hill, though 

it was high; but when they cameat the Top, they receiv'd the reward 

n Onewho Of their Labour. For though " Gnethiſauton had beſtowed no mean prai- 

know! himſelf. £5 upon Agathorryton, yet their Experience proved it to be many times 

oThings above. MOre Excellent than his talk ; and the waters eſpecially of ® Taq, are of 
ſuch a Nature , that ſome of their qualities are not diſcernable by Re- 
port, nor underſtandable but by Taſte. Having well refreſh'd _ 
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Book 1V. Wentivolio and UIrania. 
ſelves by drinking of thar moſt delicious ſtream, and pleas'd themſelves 

with' the fair proſpect of Theoprepta, they went down from ? Theorus to fee r One who me- 
each place at a nearer-diſtance , and kept the beaten road Which led to- ;*S OE 
wards a Eup iſt1a. 1 True Faih, 

As they travailed, they difcover'd a great miſtake in the relation 
which they had heard in-* Vanaſembla concerning the path through * The hypocr;- 
which they were to gots! Enpiſtus his houſe : for that diſparag'd it as a mY = 

k , ? X - good be. 
yery perplex'd Road ; but their experience inform'd them otherwiſe. jv; 
And whereas, it was to-d them that Expiſtus lived inan obſcure place, very 
hard to be found out, they found that report alſy groundlefs ; for it was 
fituate upon a conſpicuous Hill, and might be ſeen a great way oft. 

They had not gone very far through the grounds which belong'd to Er- 
piſtus, but they met him buiicd ina very worthy Employment, He was 11 
the field encouraging his ſervants, whom he engaged to diligent Labour 
for the good of others; for the proceed of their daily work was the 
Relief of his poor Neighbourhood. His Hopes were plac d highe: 
than the poſſibilities of this preſent world; and therefore having a 
competent Proviſion for himſelf, his Family and Friends, he was ſo far 
from endeavouring to undoe other's, that he did not care to improve his 
own Eſtate, 

He had two Sons, « Piftalethes and * Alethologus ;. and they following »7;ue raith. 
the excellent pattern which their good Father fer them, beſtow'd a great * Rightreaſen. 
part of their afternoon-time in Charitable Offices : Sometimes they did 
inſtru& either Neighbours in the main points of their duty, and pro- 
pound ſuch motives as made them do their work chearfully, and anſwer'd 
all the obxeGions of Diſobedience. If any were feeble and apt to faint, 
he had a Daughter which was very like her Father call'd * Elpis ; and * Hope, 
though ſhe did not come much in fight, yet upon ſuch occafions ſhe would 
appear, and very courteoufly dire& thoſe which. needed them, to ſuch 
Cordial Herbs as grew p!:entifully in their Garden, which would give them 
preſent Relief. 

a Expiftus invited the Travailers into his Houſe : And when they found 3 4 good belies 
their entertainment in all expreſſions ſutable to the good character which ©” 

a friend had given them of Emp:ſtus, it put them into a confidence of tal- 
king more free'y with him ; and after much pleaſant intercourſe they 
demanded of him the reaſon why he was call'd by ſo many Names,as they 
had heard in» Vaſembls. 1 know no juſt cauſe for it, ſaid Empiſtus,only b rypecritical 
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. they in < Pohplottus have ſo much tongue, that they love to wake many #4:e 


words ; and according to that laviſh humor they have beſtow'd ſo wany MATE 2h 
Names upon me, that when p/ain Travailers ask my Neighbours where I 

dwell, they uſe ſuch odd ſignifications of their mind in their enquiry, tha: 

the poor people , which know me well enough if I were call'd by my 

proper Name, cannot give theman anſwer ; nay, ſometimes they are apt 

to be angry, becauſe, as they think, I am wiſcall'd. And when they come 

ro me, they will ſcarce believe who ] am, unleſs when I tell them, I name 

my ſelf by the ſame word which was us'd by thoſe that ſent them. Preeten- 

ding to do me honor, they have made the world believe that there are ſo 

many eMyſteries in my Nature, that one word isnot able to expreſ; them, 

and that I am above any common Name. They ſay that in * , foazelus they * 4 place ful; 
have long diſputes which of my Names dothfit me beſt, and ſometimes coh- 9 ©9n1ention, 


tend which of them doth expreſs me more learnedly ; one is for /ſſent, 4- 


nother for Conſent .a third likes Perſwaſton better, a fourth ſaies Recumben- 
£3 1s fitter than all the three, and a fifth thinks that none of chem are com- 
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Wain fiducia- 
res, 


* Hot Zelots, 


All Vertue, 


F oly Scripture, 


parable to ' Aſſurance. Some divide between me and wy ſelf, making my 
Chriſten-name to ſignifie one, and my Sirname-another : by which means 
ſome, having convers'd with mea good while, have at length ignoerantly 
ask'd me where they might ſpeak with me. 

But the truth is, theſe things do not much trouble me;only I am offended 
with the K enopiſtiarns : for I hear that they havecirawn my picture, though I 
do not love to be painted, and as they think to the Life, though it was done 
only by the memory of one who pretended to have ſeen me once : But 
ſure he forgot himſelf and me, or was not Maſter of his Art; for the Picture 
is made with pitiful colours, ſo ſcurvily Jaid on, that it doth ill-favouredl! 
repreſent one that is Dead, or at leaſt make an unhandſome Image of a live- 
leſs unaGtive perſon ; for thoſe which have ſeen it do ſay, that they have diſ- 
grac'd me with the pale viſage of one that is ready to give up the Ghoſt. I 
ſuppoſe it is rather the Picture of ſome old bed-rid K eropiſtrap : as for me, 
you perceive that I can ſpeak chearfully and walk ſtoutly ; that I have a 
good Colour in my face, and, though I ſay it, I thank God I havea good 
Courage in my heart ; and, if you had comea little ſooner, you ſhould have 
ſeen me uſe koth'my hands;for [ was ſetting ſome medicinable Herbs,and in- 
grafting the Gions of ſuch Trees as uſually bring forth as much and as good 
fruits as any in the world. But I pity their Ignorance, and can eaſily forgive 
them, ſince I am not kill'd by their miſtake, nor dead, though their Picture 
15a kind of Epitaph made upon me before-hand. I pardonalfo the folly 
of the * Agazelians, who havewade the notice of my perſon fo obſcure with 
a numerous company of uncertain names. I am a plain wan, and did never 
change my Name. I was young, and now am old ; but I am the ſame Exps- 
ſtas ſtill, and have alwayes dwelt in this place : and I amof a plain Nature, 


neither did I ever attempt to alter my natural Temper by Art. My known. 


property is, To give credit to what my Creator is pleas'd to ſay to me ; 
andI do depend upon him, according to thoſe declarations by w hich he is 
pleas'd to reveal his good-will to me, and wy care is to compoſe my ſelf 
wholly according to his Commands. I wonder ſometimes that the Van- 
ſemblians are ſo dull as not to know what It is fo be/tewe, ſince they can tell 
well enough what they mean when they ſay they give credit to one another 
in any thing, whether it be in matters of bare Report, orſuch Contradts as 
have nutual Conditions anneX'd to them. 


By this deſcription of your Self, quoth Bemrivolio, you ſeem to be near - 


a-kinto one, that is call'd Faith, in our Country. It may beſo, ſaid Eupi- 
ſtus. But do you know what is underſtood by Fuſtifying Faith ? quoth Ben- 
tivolis, Yes very well, ſaid Expiſtus, and ſo may you too ; for I have told you 
already, what it is. Why, quoth Bentivelio, was none ever juſtified but by 
that Faith which you have deſcribed ? No, replied Eapiſtus, nor ever will 
be. Pray what do you wake the chief ground of your Feliet ? quoth Urapa. 
The Nature of God, ſaid Expiſtus, which is ſo Gracious, that I cannot bur 
expea good from him; ſo Powerful,that he can eaſily do more for me than [ 
need; and ſo True, that he will not fail to perform what he hath promiſed. 
But you may be deceived, quoth Panaretus,in your Opinion concerning the 
extent of his good will towards you ; becauſe Self-love its apt to multiply 
needleſs wants,8& great defire may make you beileve that which you w1il not 
find true:We eaſily give credit to that which we paſſionately wiſh. It's true, 
ſaid Eupiſtus,but to prevent that danger,I have a book, call'd * Hierographon, 


* which was written with God's finger, and in that he hath declar'd his mind, 


& given me ſo many & ſo great Promiſes that I cannot exceed in the meaſure 
of my Faith,and they areſo plainly expreſs'd that I cannot ealily miſtake'his 
meaning. 
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was a great love in them both ; and I am apt to believe it, becauſe the Son 
of God ſeeing me tobe aſinful Creature, and that I was afraid to go alone ro 
ny offended Maker, of his own accord doth mediate for me, and gives me 
acceſs through his interceſſion ; and in very deed is ſucha friend to me in 
all reſpe&s, that I may truly ſay, That God's Sox is my Father. 
Since you are ſo intimately acquainted with Faith, give me leave I pray 
youquoth Nicomachus, to propound two or three Queſtions to you for my 
better information in that point. With all my hearr, replied the gentle Ex- 
piſftus. I would firſt know, quoth Nicomachus, Why Faith is made the firſt 
thing in Religion. Becauſe, quoth Expiſtus,God will have nothing to do with 
ſuch as do not give credit to him. But why do they ſay, quoth Nicomachns, 
that without Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe him ? Becauſe, quoth Empiftss, 
he which doth nor belive him ta be a God who hath commanded,or doth not 
exped a fuil reward for his work, will never do his duty. Why, quoth INs- 
comachss, 15 Faith cali'd the Evidence of things not ſeen ? Becauſe, replied 
Eupiſtus, though the things promis'd are nor ſeen, Faith doth as much afſure 
the Truth of them to all good men, as if they ſaw them with their Eyes,or 
were convinc'd of them by Demonſtrations. I perceive, quath Nicomachas, 
that you are very careful about Good works , why will nota naked Faith 
content you ? becauſe, quoth Eapiſins, it is impoſſible for a negligent per- 
ſon ta live by Faith. How comes it to pals, quoth Nicomachss, that Obedi- 
ence is ſometimes included in the ſignification of Faith ? There is good Rea- 
ſon for that,ſaid Expiſtus; For ſince Obedience is the Natural Child of true 
Faith, it may well be call'd by the name of its Parent. But they ſay, quoth 
Nicomachus ; That well-grown Obedience doth wonderfully ſtrengthen 
Faith : How comes that? It is no wonder, quoth * Expiſtus; For why ſhould 
1,0t the Child, when it is come to age,nouriſh the Parent, who woulddie if it 
did not attend him with an obedient regard ? Do yau think, quath Nzcoms- 
chus ; that a firm Þbelicf of Gad's Truth and a Confidence in his Good will, 
ave ſeparated from Good works or from each other? No indeed, quoth E- 
piſtus ; Forhe which conſiders Gods Prowifes fill'd with ſuch things as.he 
doth moſt want, muſt needs defire them ; and believing God to be True and 
powerful, he will conſequently expe& them at his hands ; and ſeeing God 
hath declared the Effe&s of his Promiſes attainable only in wayes of Obes» 
dience, if he negle& that Means, lit 1s manifeſt that he dothnot deſire the End. 
He which expeGts any thing of God, ſuppoſeth him to be Faithful, or elſe 
why doth he truſt him ? And becauſe he believes God's Truth, he knows 
he will no more give his Bleſſings to (uch as he hath declar'd againſt, then he 
will deny them to ſuchas are qualified according to his preſcription. And 
therefore he which doth really believe God, cannot but put his confidence in 
him, and nuuſt in all reaſon charge hiwſelf with his Duty towards him. 
Nicomachus, having receiv'd ſatisfaction to his demands, gave thanks to 
Eupiſtus formaking fo many patient Anſwers to a Stranger. Aran percei- 
ving that Nicomachss had ended his diſcqurſe,defired him to have the good- 


» neſs to bear with their troubleſome company a little further, and to give 


her a little ſatisfaRion as to a Report .which ſhe had heard concerning his 

Deportment towards his Sons,by which ſhe was infarm'd that he conftrain'd 

them to perform daily very hard Tasks. Have you heard that ? quoth Expr- 

ſts. I confefs my ſons do Gods work every day ; but the Rewards which he 
hath promiſed to give them, are fo vaſtly bigger than all the propertions 

of their Diligence, that they make all their labour in attaining of them not 

on'y eaſje, but pleaſant. My Children call no Task hard, but when they 
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are fick or very weak. I ſhall only trouble you quoth Uraris, with one ſto- 
ry more ; which I do not believe, for I have great reaſon to the contrary 
from my own knowledge of your Wiſdom ; butI gdehire to ſatisfie others 
wich your own words : which 1s, that you require ſuchas you inſtru to 
believe impoſſible things; and that when many of your diſcreet Auditors are 
+ hath offended at the harſhneſs of your Impoſitions, your two Sons, * Alerhologus 
fon. and * Piſtalethes, have divers times fallen out about it before your face, 
* T1w Faith, Have you hear'd that too ? quoth Exprſtus : You have convers'd nuch with 
my enemies ; for I. aſſure you it isa meer ſcandal caſt upon-my Family, and 
eſpecially upon my Son 4lethologus: for I never gave any ſuch abſurd oc- 
caſion of their,quarrel as you have mentioned,and they are and have alwaies 
been ſoloving, that they did never fall out in all their life, which can be 


truly affixrm'd but of few Brethren ; and by reaſon of this inviolable Aﬀe- . 


Gion,what one conſents to,the other likes ; and what one 1s not pleas'd with, 
the other never approves. Sometimes, I confeſs, they are diſturb'd in their 
moſt intimate Converſe by the malicious interpoſition of two Baſtards, 
whichuſe to come a begging to'my houſe ; they are not improperly call'd 
* Falſe per- * Pithopſeudes and Pſeudognofis: their chief Endeavour is to domilchief to 


foes — Sons with falſe Reports ; they watch opportunities to find them alone, 
ledge, for they dare not tell them their lies when they are together. But however 


their deſign is ineffecual, for neither of them will believe any thing againſt 
the other : each of them doth acquaint his Brother with what is ſaid, and 
then they examine it ſtridly. 1 thank God they are both prudent, and are 
not apt to believe every thing. They commonly find their Tales, either 
ſome abſurd Flatteries of Piſtalethes, or malicious Slanders raisd againſt 
Alethologus. Theſe Liars, being ofcen diſcovered, have not dar'd of late to 
| come near my houſe. | | 

TrueFaithis © But that you may receive full fatisfaCtion in this particular,T will call my 
_ Rook 75 Ons ;and, if you pleaſe, you ſhall diſcourſe with them,and underſtand their 
: * mind from their own words. When they were come in, Expiſtus,turning to- 
wards Piſtalethes, ſaid, My Son, I here that you have lately reported your 
felf tobea deſpiſer of Humane Learning, (as they call it, though it is Di- 
vine, for it is the gift of God) and that without my knowledge you have 
burnc all the Philoſophical Authors which I gave you : and theſe Noble 
Travailers have been perſwaded by ſome to think this true. Sir, quoth P#- 
Tue Feith, falethes, my Study is but ſinall, and I have not many EFooks : but if theſe 
Worthy perſons will take the pains to ſee it, they will find that I have not 

ſo madly abandon'd thoſe Excellent Authors,which, I ſuppoſe, you meant, 
Pythagoras, Plato, Ariſtotle, Plotinus, Epiftetus, &c. And my Brother can 

Þear me witneſs that I do often read them,- for we ſtudy together, as you 

know. Butdo you think it worth your labour ? ſaid Bextivolio. Yes indeed 

do I, quoth P:ſtalethes ; for 1 perceive by their writings that they had par- 

ticipated of an excellent Spirit, and ſome of them do diſcourſe,well con- 

cerning _ things which our Holy book hath declar'd no leſs than ne- 

ceſſary to Salvation. As for example, That there isa God ; That he is the 

>- -- Firſtand Beſt of all Beings ; That he is the Creator of all things ; That he 
Governs all things with a moſt wiſe and juſt Providence; That he ought to 

be worſhipt by his Creatures with the beſt ſort of Adoration. They have, 

in a good meaſure, diſcovered the beauty of Vertue, diſp!ay'd the truth of 
Goodneſs,and proved that: Honeſty is far exalted above all profit and Pleg- 

ſure. They have diſcours'd well concerning the everlaſting bounds of Right 

and Wrong, and repreſented the different offices of Vercue 1n their Defini- 

tions, and illuſtrated their Rules with ſome fit Examples. Many of the 

Poets 
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Poets have put wiſe Sentences into Verſes,and made them more delectable in 
the reading, and eaſier to be remembred. But, * P;ſtalethes, quoth Bertivolto, 
doth not your brother ® Alethologns quarrel with you for what you believe, 
and affirm that ſome things written in your Holy book are contrary to Rea- 
ſon ? No Never, ſaid Pifalethes ; he is better inform'd . for though ſome 
will hardly believe me, yer 1 can truly aftirm, that when I told him of Salva- 
tion by the Mediation of God's Son, of the Reſurrection and Immortality, 
of the great duties of Forgiveneſs, negleQing Revenge, and loving our E- 
nemies, and ſuch like ; he ſaid they were rare Doarines,and had ſuch an ad- 
mirable Connexion with all true Reaſon, that he was ſo far from objeGing 
abainſt them, that he was raviſh'd with the glory of Truth that ſhin'd in 
them : and that though he vas ſo weak-ſighted as not to have beenable to 
have found them all out, yet he was not ſo proud as not to approve of them 
when they were diſcover'd to him. But, doth he not ſometimes ſay, quoth 
Bentivolio, that it is a fooliſh thing to believe without Reaſon ? Yes that 
he doth, ſaid Piſtalethes; and ſo do I, We do not worſhip God witha bru- 
tiſh Faith : we think, we have all the Reaſon in the world to believe what 


- God faith ; and our Book contaifis nothing elſe, When we read this Book, 


we find many things which we did not know before ; but when we have 
examin'd them, we find them ſo far from offering ContradiGiion to Reaſon, 
that we cannot but judge them Fools that count any Point which is aferted 
there to be Unreaſonable. Some weak people will needs think that my Fro- 
ther's Converſation isa hinderance to my Faith ; though I am aſſired by my 
Experience that he doth help me to give a more firm credit to Divine Reve- 
lation. I am not of that facil Faith which makes men believe that for which 
they haveno rational ground ; and to every thing which can ſhew that, my 


EE es es 


True I aith. 
R'ght Reaſon, 


Brother never denies Faith. We do both of us fear that ſuch as cavil at any - 


Divine Revelation are either dull in their Underſtandings, or vitiated by 
ſome perverſe habit of Aﬀection ; and we can name many who have been 
counted Philoſophers, who ſcrupling at theſe things, have given credit, or at 
leaſt pretended to do ſo, to others far more unlikely. 

Is all this true 3 quoth Bextivolto to * Alethologns, who ſtood by. Yes Sir, 
quoth Alerhologns. For though I pretend to Reaſon; yet ſince I grew acquain- 
ted with Revelation, I find no cauſe to complain, but much reaſon to re- 
joyce; for it doth clearly dire@ and ſtrongly aſſiſt my Faculties in the ar- 
tainment of that which my Nature doth moſt rationally deſire, It doth pre- 
ſent ſuch noble Truths, that I cannot entertain or improve my ſelf better 
than by devoting my wind to the Contewplation of them. 

I perceive then, quoth Bextivotis, that you are not fo in love with your 
PhilcCphical Authors, but that you have reſerv'd good affe&ions for the 
Book call'd * Hierographon. Alas, Sir, quoth Atethologss, it is not the firſt 
cine that this Queſtion hath been put to me,by ſuch as have received fa'ſe in- 
formation concerniag my temper of Mind and courſe of Stndies, Theſe 
Heathen-Books, which I eſteemat a higher rate then thoſe who undervalue 
them, becauſe they never read thein; or have heard others ſpeak apainſt than, 
do fall ſhort of. theſe Divine Writings, both in that moſt of than give but a 
doubtful notice of Felicity, and al! of them diſcover apreat imperfe&tion 
in the directions which they give for the attainment of it. So that what was 
deſirable before ro 1py Nature, and probable by ſuch Arguments as I could 
frame, is now fully credited byme for the ſake'of Divine Teſtimony. What 
was granted as poſſible before, is now revealed to be: What [ did but wifh 
formerly, I do now þelieve;the doubrfulneſs of my gueſſes being taken away 
by the certainty of God's poſitive declaration. By this help I can determine 
my belief;which unaſſiſted Nature could not do,becauſe it did not know the 
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wind of him thac made Nature : beſides this, I can perform that which [1 
could not befcre, becauſe I had not ſuch inſtruction or incouragementr. 

That you way not retainany doubt of me in this point ,Iwill be more par: j- 
cuhr inmy diſcourſe. , The Philoſophers were very uncertain in their O Pini- 
ons concerning the Reward of Vertue. Some of them aſlign'd none to it; In 
which they were ſufficiently to blame : for, Will any man undertake a !ong 
Journey in which he muſt ſutier many Inconveniences,having propounded to 
himſelf no valuable Recompence of his pains? Is any perſon in the world fo 
fooliſh as to ſet no other end of his Travail,but that he may he wearied ? 

Others indeed aſſigned a Reward to Vertue,but with ſuch uncertainty of 
being attain'd, that it would not anſwer the Objections, nor ſupport the in- 
duſtry of ſuch as ſhould endeavour for it. For when a man ſhould have taken 
all poſſible pains to become Vertuous, they coiu:d not afſure him that he 
ſhould be Happy:waking Felicity to depend upon worldly Profperity,and 
openly afſerting,that if that fail*d, the moſt Vertuous man v ould become Mi- 
ſerable;and therefore durſt not pronounce him happy before his death, not 
knowing but that he might becomeunhappy betore that time.[t's true;ſome 
of them knowing the uncertainties of this world, did more wiſely place their 

Felicity in the ſecurities of an Immortal ſtate in the other,& took the paines 

tro write Books to perſwade men to believe the truth of their Opinion. Fur, 
beſides the weakneſs of many of their Arguments, which were far encugh 
from Demonſtrations, and capable of Objedions hardly to be anſyer'd by 
them, they themſelves did ſpeak ſo doubrfully ſometimes of their own Faith, 
that it muſt needs make the belicf of others to ſtagger. It was an Opinion 
which they wifh'd to be true, but many of them were not affur'd but that it 
might be falſe,asany body can ſee a vaſt difference between beautiful Specu- 
Jations and a firm Faith ; ſo their deſires which produc*d in them ſome raw 
hopes of Immortality, were ſo chill'd for want of certain Revelation, that it 
was very difficult to ripen them to any vigorous Expectation. The Great Twl- 
ly,who talk'd of a foreſight of Immortality,doubted whether the acceptable- 
neſs of the opinion hadnot made him believe an Error; & in ſtead of proving 
it to bea Truth, he was fain to ſay only this, That the pleaſingneſs of this Faith 
made him not only willing to believe,but «je firmly to reſolue;tbat if it was an Er- 
ror which atd ſo delight him,he would not be convinc d of it while he lived.] know 
not what made the excellent Socrates ſay at his death, that he hoped to goto 
good men,but durſt not affirm it too confidently. But peradventure it was only 
his Humility, and knowing that there were two contraty [tates in the other 

World, he doubted whether he was worthy to enJoy the belt. 

It cannot be denied bur that ſome were very confident of the truth of this 
good news,& that not only ſingle perſons, as Cato and Cleombrotas, but ſome 
whole Countries,as the Gete, inſtructed in this point by Zamelxts,are repor- 
ted to haveſlighted this life in hopes of a better. Andothers,as the Pythagore- 
ans & the Platoniſts,were ſo well aſſured that an Immortal enjoyment of God 
was their happineſs, that they eſteem'd their life below not worih the having, 
but as it referr'd to a better by way of preparation. But how few were they 
in compariſon of the vaſt multitude of incredulous Philoſophers, of whoſe 
vitious lives I cannot but think tkeir unaſſuredneſs in this watter to have 
been a great cauſe? Being no better aſcertain'd concerning their reward, they 


" muſt needs want ſufficient Motives to Obedience? and beins deſtitute of a 


ſteddy expeGation of Inunortality, they could purſue Veriue but a little 
way: For when the ſweetneſs of Allurements made a ſtrong Tentation to re- 
turn to Vice by a guſt of offer'd Senſuality, how ſt ou!d they but fail as to a 
power of abandoning preſent joys, though they were beſmar'd with fin,who 
did not much expe& any future Compenſation of their Self-denial? When 
Ariſtotle ſaid t hat Young men were nt to be admitted to his Moral Lecures, 
did 
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did he not tacitly confeſs that he had not perſwafions ſtrong enough to 
ſibdue their vitious Pallions ? 

I might alſo add here the Diverſity of Opinions goncerning Felicity found 
amongſt thoſe which could not but think that there was ſome ſuch thing. 
Whilſt one ſaid one thing,and another another,the By-ſtanders would be apt 
to think that there was no ſuch thing as Happineſs, ſince thoſe which pre- 
tended to be the wiſeſt men in the world could not determine what it ſhould 
be. It is cafie to judge how infirm thoſe perſwaſions muſt needs be that are 
bottom'd upon ſuch weak foundations. How ſhould ignorant people recon- 
cile themſelves to their duties, when their Teachers difler*d fo much about 
their Reward, that they could not tel] them certainly what it was ? 

But to contra& my Diſcourſe, they ſeem'd not only to be uncertain of the 
Journeys end, but to give inſufticient directions concerning the Way ; that 
is, wade not only doubtful promiſes of Happineſs, but diſcours'd imper- 
fecly of Vertue. I do not mean here that broken account of mens Duties, 
which is to be ſeen in the Laws of ſeveral Nations, which were either in- 
posd by Princes as the colleGion of ſome of their Favorites, or made by the 
conſent of the Multitude, that is, by ſome few more able men among them, 
which out-witted the relt to vote for their Opinion : but this Imperfe&tion 
diſcovers it ſelf in the Books of not a few Philoſophers. 

They alſ) are blurr'd with horrid Contradictions to Nature, with which 
they were acquainted ; and to Morality,which they profeſs'd. To omit ma- 
ny things which I could name,they fail'd groſly not only in giving a ſhore ac- 
count of the divine Providence, but aflerting ſuch unworthy things concer- 
nipg it,as did teach thoſe which believed them to negle& all dependance up- 
on God. 1 need not prove this, by recounting the ſwiniſh Docrines of Epicu- 


7#s or thoſe of Ariſtorle,nort much unlike the other, by which he circumſcribes 


God's Government in ſuch narrow bounds, that he doth not allow him 
leave to extend it beyond the Copfines of the Moon, nor to take any care of 
Sublunary affairs. donot wonder that the Szorcks, a Sec of great name,rais'd 
the Strucure of Vertue no higher, ſince they fail'd in laying the right foun- 


dation, which is Humility, and aſcrib d their Goodneſs to themſelves. Though 


I cannot put this upon ather Philoſophers, for ſome of them call'd this an 
Atheiſtical Vertwe; and indeed it mult have been but a proud Humility, if 
they could have been Humble, which doth not acknowledge God for the Au- 
thor of it. For want of this humble dependance upon God, the Father of 
Lights, and an honeſt improvement of thoſe Good Gifts which they had re- 
ceiv'd from him, and for ſtifling their Natural Light with a wicked life,the 
Divine Juſtice let them fall into ſelf-choſen darkneſs : and then it was no 
wonder that they came ſhort of preſcribing to others their Duties, who 
had diſenabled themſelves in point of Knowledg, by neglecting ro do what 
they knew to be their own. By this means true Goodneſs and Wiſdom was 
ſo hardto be found among them, that Anacharſis having diligently ſearch'd 
the moſt famous places in Greece, not witha capricious Lant-horn,but a ſo- 
ber intention to gain knowledg, which confiſted not in great words ; bur 
ſuch as he meaſured by ſoundneſs of Mind, ſhort & fignificant Speech, & ac- 
curate correſpondencies of Life, having met with many diſappointments, at 
laſt he found it only in an obſcure Village dwelling with the humble Myſo-. 

But the inftitutions of * Hierographon are perfect in both reſpeds: It hath 
both plainly reveal'd our Felicity, and given us ſuch clear Diredions for 
the attainment of 1t, that we are at no loſs at all in our thoughts concerning 
1t. That Immortality which lay hid in the dark gueffes of Humanity,1s here 
Prought to light, and all doubts concerning the Portion of Good men are 
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Holy writ, 


— OO, II oe oy et rn ———_ ek 
Fs a —_ 
"——_ » OY YO *s i 
#s i 


S———_—. 


132 z Bentivolio and Urania, " Book IV, 


reſolved. Since he who hath all power in his hands promiſed Eternal Life, 
what ſay his Servants ? We know whom we have truſted; For wy own part, I 
ſce-plainly that God in this Book hath written as much as' was fit to give ſa- 
tisfaction tomy Thoughts and Deſires ; and my care 1s that I may equal the 
fulne(s of his wiſe Directions, withan Excellent pradtiſe, and expreſs ſuch 
a Vertue as hath ſome correſpondence with ſo greata reward. I know now 
what I am to with ; for he hath ſhown me what is beft. I am not ignoranc 
what I ought rodo ; for he hath told me; The Reward which he hath pro- bf 
miſed is of that infinite value, that it is not only a fufficient Incentive to a £ 
Chearful Obedience, but a potent defence againſt all Terrations to Diſobe- 
dience. For being affured of fo great a gain as an Immortal] Inheritance a- 
mounts to, 1 care not to hazard, no nor to loſe ſome ſwall matters to attain I: 
It, And, to end my too-tedious Diſcourſe, leſt I ſhould at any time have im- 7 
potent thoughts of being Happy ſome other way then he hath prefcrib'd, = 
and ſo grow fluggifh and careleſs ; he hath threatned me in\{uch a wanner, 
Right Reaſen that I amſure to be more miſerable for defpifing the poſſibilities which he 
hath offer'd. Thus far * Alethologus. 
Benttivolio and his Companions glad that the Mifreports which were made 


— 
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of ſuch Excellent perſons had occafion'd them the benefit of hearing ſo inge- ; 
nious a Defence, begg'd Pardon of Enpiſtus for his Trouble, which had been 
a means of their Advantage: which was no ſooner ask'd, but it was given. : 


Having upon the invitation of Expiſtus diverted themſelves for ſome dayes £ 
with him and his Vertuous Sons, Uranza taking no ſmall content 1n the chear- F 
OR ful company of his moſt hopeful Daughter * Elpis,they perform'd the Thanks ; 
which ſuch freedoms and Civilities requir'd, and took their leave; and in a 
ſhort time accompliſh'd their Journey towards *Phronefia. When they were 
cometothe City,they ſoon found the way to Phroxefia's houſe ; for a loving 
b 4 kind mas. Theoprepian, ® Philanthropus by name, who met them happily in the ſtreet, 
directed them thither. | 
They having declar'd to Phronefia, who they were, where they had been, 
& what was their deſign; ſhe was extremely joyful ar their Arrival,and pro- 
miſed all manner of Welcome which that place would afiord; heartily wiſh- 
ing that they might find ſome Pleaſure ro recompenſe their abode with her, 
that ſo ſhe might be the longer happy in their company. After a few Ceremo- 
nies which are needful to make expreſſion of inward Courtehies, and ſome 
ſhort Diſcourſes, Phroneſga led them into a fair Roow, and entertain'd them 
with a noble Dinner. The Preparation and Attendants were fo diſcreetly 
order'd, that they quickly perceiv'd that Phrozefia's houſe was govern'd by 
no ordinary Prudence. After Dinner they went into the Garden ; and fitting 
down in the cool ſhade of a green Arbor, which they us'd as an Umbrella to 
keep off the hot Sun-beams, Uraria, underſtanding by ſome words, which 
were ſpokenat the Table,that Phroneſis had not lived alwayes in that Coun- 
try,deſired her to Jet them know how & upon what deſign ſhe came thither. 
Phroneſia was very willing toanſwer her demand, and began thus: * My 
Ol EPO. Husband * Phronimus was firſt ſeated in 47 entora, (it may be you have 
—_ © heard of that Country:) but by the Injury of the Times, which grew trou- 
Here begins © þ]eſome through the violence of the covetous Inhabitants,we were forc'd 
CO © to diſpoſe of the Eſtate we had there as well as we could, and neceffitated 
well ordered © to ſeek a more peaceful habitation in ſome other place. For we thought ic 
ate of Men» c 25a part of Prudence, to end&vour to eſcape the inconveniences of this 
© preſeat life, by honeſt means, and to paſs as quietly as we. could through 
© this wicked World. Our deſire was to fit down where we ſhould find ſuch 
© 2 People as would beſt ſuite with aur main Deſign, which we thought to be 
the 
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* the principal End of Humane Life: and of this I will give you a brief ac- 
* COUNT. | | 

«* My Husband obferv'd by frequent confideration,that the All-wiſe Crea- 
* tor had bettowed diftterent ſorts of Being upon his Creatures, and that as 
* the Nature of any thing was more Noble, it was delign'd to more excel- 
* lent purpoſes; and amongſt the ſeveral ranks of Created Beings, with which 
* we converſe, he found none equal to Man-kind ; the Reaſonable Soul being 
© the greateſt Name of Honour in this lower world. 

* By this he could not but underſtand that the Felicity of humane Nature 
* muſt needs exceed rhat which is allottedto other Creatures; and after many 
* thoughts concerning it, he perceiv'd that it was this, To hve conformably 
* to the dignity of a Rational Soul, and to ſerve the nobleſt End of which 
*ſucha Being is capable. He learn'd the End of every thing by tracking the 
* proper AGions of each diſtin Nature ; for having conſider'd theſe nar- 
© rowly, he ſaw what Mark they aid at. This Rule ſerved him to diſcover 
© his own higheſt End ; whilſt he view'd every thing that he was good for, he 
© ſuppos'd that the beſt Actions of which he was capable, would point unto 
* it: and when he had demanded of all his Powers, what were the beſt things 
* which they could do, they anſwer'd with an unanimous voice, To Know, 
© and to Love. 

« Hereupon with a ſtrict ſcrutiny he enquir'd into the Object of thoſe Fa- 
© culties, that he might diſcover about what theſe Actions ſhould be conver- 
*ſant ; and thar, if there was Better and Worſe, he might employ bis Mind 
* upon the Contemplation of the moſt excellent Truth,and fix his Love up- 
« 9n the belt Cood, 

* After he was gone abroad, he met with different entertainment:for ſome 
* things bore great reſped to bodily Naturezand gratified that part to which 
* they were nearer allied; but gave ſo little fatisfaGtion to this other half,char 
© he Sin it ſtill complaining, Searching into the reaſon of this difference, 
* he found himſelf to be of a double conſtitution, a kind of middle thing be- 
« tween the Spiritual and Vitible wor}d ; and that there was good cauſe that 
* thoſe things which had aftinity with his worſe part might very well content 
*it, and that it could not reaſunably diflike that which was as good as it 
*ſelf, that is, Fleſhly and Mortal. ;But for the ſame reaſon his Better parc 
« was difſatisfied ; for that, being acquainted with the Mcliority of its con- 
* ſticurion, and having a clear fore-ſight of the Immortality of its Duration, 
* form*d Appetites proportionable to its more refin'd Teanper, and was nor 
* content to glut it ſelf wich material and periſhing things: 

* Upon this he reſolved to try if there was not ſome Better thing than 
* what lay open to view, which was reſery'd for worthy Souls which would 
« take the pains to find it out : and he had no ſooner drawn the veil of Fleſh- 
fly Being witha quick hand, but he eſpied behind it the lovely Image of 
* Spiritual Truth, and Goodneſs. Then he went up and down the world ho- 
© ping to meet ſomething which would tell him the name of that Spiritual 
© Being. 

£ He had not gone very far,but many rare contrivances of Wiſdome,great 

* eftedts of a mighty Power and infinite teſtimonies ofan unſpeakable Good- 
© neſs inform'd him, that the beautiful Piure which he had in his fancy did 
© repreſent the Firſt Efſence which had created all thereſt,and that his Name 
*was, GOD. They pointed alfo to him ſo direcly, that he could nor but 
© ſee him ; and whilſt he look'd upon him, Divine PerfeQions diſplay'd 
* themſelves ſo gloriouſly in his Countenance, that he coul&nor rake off his 
* eyes from his face : and when his Mind began to be ſatisfied with Light,and 
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* his Will with Love, he concluded that he _ had now found out the true 
© North, becauſe thequick point of his foul, which did ſo ſcornfully diſ- 
* dain all other Reſt had fix'd it ſelf here.Whereupon he reſolved to beſtow 
© the Remainder of his life in the Contemp!ation and Love of the Increated 
* Goodneſs, and to conſecrate all his Powers to the ſervice of his and the 
* worlds Creator, and to wake him, who was the Beginning of all things, the 
© Laſt Endof his life ; eſpecially ſince he faw that whatſoever contributed 
*to the happineſs of it, depended entirely upon the Firſt Good, and was 
© wholly due to his Benignity. 

« But I remember, and I think 1 ſhall never forget it, he told me,that when 
* the joy of theſe thoughts began to grow Exceſſive, he ſeem'd to hear a ſoft 
* whiſper, which delivered words to this ſenſe, If you dwell alwaies upon the 
* topof this Hill, what will become of thoſe Friends whom you have left below ? 
© If it be ſo good to be here, go down and endeavour to bring them up with you : 
*Whilſt he mus'd upon the meaning of this advice, he took notice that he 
* was ſo conſtituted by his Maker,that he was obliged by natural ties to ma- 
*ny more beſides God and himſelf; and that as Knowledg doth lead to Acti- 
© on,ſo the Beams of Heavenly Light which ſhin'd in his Soul, were by a good 
© part of that Action torefle& themſelves upon others; and that there were 
« ſeveral waies by which he might enjoy God and himſelf amongſt then, to 
* whom he ſhould both make God known, whil*ſt they learn'd of him, and 
© more fully ſerve the Glory of his great Maſter,by procuring the help of ſo 
©* many more Hands to work with him to ſuch Ends as pleas'd him beft, and 
© by conſequence refer the Gifts which he had received with much more ad- 
© vantage to the praiſe of his BenefaQor. 

© Then looking further into humane Nature,he ſaw all men ſo fram'd, as to 
© have in their Souls a foundation of mutnal Love, which is alſo en- 
© creas'd by the reciprocal neceſſities which they have one of another ; and 
*that they have particular Gifts beſtow'd upon each, by which they may 
* help the Whole. By this he diſcern'd that it was not God's will that he 
© ſhould live alone, but rather take ſuch a courſe of life which would corre- 
« ſpond with that Univerſal Sympathy with all the World, which was pro- 


z © portionable to his relation toit 5; which he was to expreſs in thoſe Ads 


* which would further all others in the purſuit of their great End, which is 
© Happineſs, in the Knowledg Love and Praiſes of God, the Firſt and Grea- 
© teſt Good, a true accompliſhment of their better capacities with Wiſdom 
*and Vertue; anda right enjoyment of thoſe worldly portions in which God 
© hath-condeſcended to gratifie our lower Faculties. 

*With theſe Meditations he came down the Hill : But when he was at the 
© bottom, and began to conſider the forlom ſtate of the degenerate world, 
© and took notice how moſt Nations upon the Farth,by the prevalent cuſtoms 
«of a vitious life, were naturalized to Folly and Wickedneſs, he was ſore 
« griev'd for themiſery of his fellow creatures,and was ready to deſpair of 
« doIngany great good with his beſt Charity. He ſaw every where the Laws 
«of Nature perverted, the Dignity of the Soul vio'ated, the order of our 
e Faculties diſturb'd, and that men had chang'd the true values of things by 
« falſe Opinion, enſlav'd the ſublimity of the Mind to Senſe, and dethroning 
« Reaſon had ſet up thebaſeſt Aﬀe&ions. By this means the Beauty of Holi- 
«neſs which ſhone inVertuous Habits and Actions was obliterated, the con- 
c ſent of the Will and Appetites with the Underſtanding diſannull'd, and Hu- 
c mane Natureſo far from being rais'd to thoſe heights of which it is capa- 


' « bleinanother world, that it is depreſs'd and hindred from what it might 


c en;oy 1n this; Men chulſing to ac only ſuch unworthy parts, that it isa 
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* ſhame they act them ſo well,becaule it is too clear a Teltimony that they 
* have miſ-beſtowed their time through deplorable Ignorance of their own 
* worth and God's good interitions: One perſonating a Rich Fool, another 
* .n Honourable Slave, a third a Vo:uptuous Feaſt, a fourth ſome malicious 
* Fiend. And when they have for a long time caretully endeavour'd to ac 
* them to the lite, the Patſions which they have repreſented, by Cuſtom ke- 
* come ſo natural ro them, that they are good for nothing eifſe. Thus Humani- 
* ty tumbles down from its Happineſs,and loſeth even congruity with ſuch 
| things as were delign'd tor its Perfection, the glory of Divine Wiſdom,the 
© Tranquillity of pure Souls,and the Praiſe of worthy Actions. Men keep no 
* decorum in their Counſels, Aﬀections or Manners meaſuring themſelves by 
* no Rule, they let all run at random, So that they have ina great meaſure ba- 
© niſh'd Prudence and Piety, Honeſty and Charity out of the world; and ha- 
© ving aboliſh'd the harmony of Truth and Praiſe, they live at ſuchrates 
© as if they had liſted themſelves to wage daily war againſt Reaſonable Na- 
* ture, and had conſpir'd either to bring Humanity into ſubjeGion to beaſts, 
« orelſe, in complyance with the Devil, had agreed to do what miſct;iefthey 
© could todiſturb the quietneſs of the world. 
* Upon this ſad conſideration he look'd into Hiſtory, to ſee if he could 
«* find that happy place,if there was any ſuch, where he might diſcover upon 
* the tops of ſome Hills any few that had eſcapea this unfortunate Deluge. 
© Seeking there for examples of a better ſtate, he happen'd to meet with thoſe 
* which were cryed up for infallible Patterns fit for an univerſal Imitation : 
© but upon perſual he found ſuch eminent flaws and Errors in ſome,and others 
© ſo contraced and narrow, that they left out the greatelt inſtances of Per- 
© fe@ion. But that which troubled him moſt was the abſur'd praGiſe of the 
* world,which did for the greateſt part chuſe ſuch things for their Laſt End, 
* which he judg'd ſo unworthy of that Dignity,that he did not eſteem them 
* neceſſary Means for the accompliſhment of his Deſigns. Alas ! he ſought 
© not the Garlands of Olympus , the Triumphs of Rome, or the Pleaſures 
*of Aſia; he took no thought who ſhould dig down the walls of Babylon ; 
« he wanted no Ships to tranſport him to the ſhores of Barbary ; he defired 
© not to travail through the Sands of eAfthiopia, todiſcover or winne either 
«* of the ladies: he knew well enough that men often go to ſuch places as theſe, 
© to ſeek the Happineſs which they have left behind them, 
«When I have ask'd him ſometimes the reaſon of his Tears which were oft 
* mingled with his Meditations, he would anſwer, That he could not but 
* weep , when he took notice that the chief aim of molt ranks of men inal] 
© Nations was ſo poora thing as Riches ; and he would profeſs that he was 
* aſhamed of the baſeneſs of men, who made themſelves Servants -to Money, 
* thinking by that to become Maſters of every thing elſe.Sometimes he would 
© ſay that he was at once ſeiz'd upon with Wonder and Pity both, becauſe in 
* general he ſaw they were much tormented with a confounded hope of ſome 
* great Good, but knew not what it was; and in particular, becauſe they 
* did not perceive that the End couldnot be Noble which was to be attain'd 
* with ſuch Contemptible Means; and becauſe they were not awaken'd to a 
©ſenſe of their Folly by all the Sin, Trouble and Uncertainties which they 
© endured in the weariſame purſuit of ſq meana prize; but they were de1- 
« perately reſolv'd upon their buſineſs, and would go through the way which 
© led to their Journeys End, though it was never ſo bad. For this he ſaw 


© ſome Princes ſtuff their Crowns with Thorns: For this Subjeas dethron'd | 


* thoſe whom God had ſet up, hoping to riſe to riches by the Fall of ſuch 
* whom they could rob when they were down. This made the Grandees rake 
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* part with either fide, as they beſt hoped to improve and ſecure what the 

* hadalready acquired. The Citizens toiied infinitely, tecauſe they though 
* there was no reaſon for which men ſhould ke judged worthy of Great 'Yi- 
* tles, but that they had been ſo wiſe as to becom® richer then their Neigh- 
* bours. For this the Plowman ſtrives to out-drudge his beaſts, that he way 
"grow a wealthy Yeoman : upon this account the Merchant ventures all,and 
* his Wite and Children are content that he ſhould hazard himfelf toc, in 
* hopes of goirg to the Sea-fide when he returns, and of receiving him en- 
*rich'd with the gains of his Adventures ; though it way be he and his Jew- 
* els are caſt away upon ſome walicious Rock inſight of the Shore. This 
* fills all ſorts of Labourers with daily cares, the High-wayes and Priſons 
* with Thieves, and the Courts of Law with endleſs Suits: For this the 
« Land is oppreſs'd with Souldiers, and the Sea covered with Fletts,atid in- 

* felted with Pirates, Princes Houſes infeQed with Flatterers and Hy po- 

*crites, and the City throng'd with Cheaters: For this Womeh de- 

© ſpiſe their Chaſtity , and Men their Honour. In' ſhort, This makes 

© the Miner dip into the entrailsof the Earth, and the Mariner dive in- 

*ro the bowels of the Sea, to fetch up more noble Chains to inthrall 

& his Soul. 

© Upon this he perceived plainly that Riches were the one General End 
* that all aim'dat, though they took divers waies to come at it ; and before- 
e they could atrive at it, plung'd themſelves in unſpeakable miſtries, which 
* it is impoſſible that they ſhould eſcape, fince being deſticute of inward 
* Worth they ſought to wake it up with fich an unworthy Compthſation , 
* and whilſt they pretetited to admire Happineſs, flightel the true means 
© t6 obtain it:nay though they ſee their Labour loſt,and their Liberty enſla- 
©ved, and find their Minds palF'd with the falſhood of Flatterers, their 
© Hopes unſecure in the uncertainty of Riches, and that they are tired with 
t beaſtly Pleaſures, and kill'd with rotten Luxuries, to which their great 
© heaps of Money adminiſter fewel j though they ſee that they have taken 
© their way through Precipices, and fallen into bottomleſs Pits, and are 
$ judg'd mad by the Wiſe, (for they do it knowingly and willingly) they are 
© not diſpleas'd that they have taken ſo much pains to make their condition 
« ſo calamitous ; only they are vex'd becauſe it proves no better. 

* $O that the World ſeews to be like a company of tumultuous people,wt.o 
© being made falfly to believe that a Jewel of invaluable price-is loſt ina 
© certain place fill'd with ordinary Pebbles, for fear of being prevented by 
© one or other, in the Morning, they wake haſte thither in the Night, and 
© when they are met , ſcuffle inthe Dark to ſeek what is impoſſible to be 
« found there ; but if any chance to take up ſome ordinary Stone, which 
« they all trod upon with contempt the day before, then tormented with a 
« eroundleſ; ſuſpicion, they pull, fight, ſtrike and cry, and ſome laugh at the 
« ridicu!louſneſs of their own and others folly. 

You ſee, Noble Gueſts, quoth * Phrozeſie, refle&ing upon the length of 
her diſcourſe, I am ſo tedious in giving you an anſwer, that I amafraid you 
do repent of havingask'd me the queſtion : but I will contract my Story. 
« After our arrival in ſundry places where my Husbands fears were verified 
© and his deſpair encreas'd, being mich affrighted with this ſad face of 
« things which appear'd every where, he prayed earneſtly to God to ſhow 
*us ſome place where we might find better Company. Heaven heard his 
« Prayer, and brought us acquainted with a Gentleman, who gave us notice 
© of the Vertuous temper of the « Theoprepiaps, and in particular of the good 
« Nature of the ® Philadelphians , who not only waintain'd a great Charity 
a;NONg 
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* among themſelves, but for al] that deſired io converſe with tlem. By the 
© quidance of this happy Starr we light upon this Country : of which time, 
© [ can never think without tears of Joy ; for here we found Wiſ/ome and wy 
© Love in league with Truch and Goodneſs , Religion and Rightcouſneſs em- \' 
© bracing Temperance and Prudence ; here we found thoſe quict Habita- 18 
« tions where Charity, Tranquillity,and the Freedome of all plain Converſe 
£ « had repos d themſeives, where every thing that be.ongs to the Serenity of 
k <Rational Life flouriſheth 3 and to conclude, here we ſaw what we had 
© heard of in other places, wiſh'd in all, but hoped to find in none. 
© I have told you, quoth Phrozeſia, how and upon what Deſign we came 
1 hither ; and I believe by the prolixity of my Narration have wade you often 
wiſh that I hadeither not begun , orelſe ended it ſooner. No, aſſure your 
ſelf, ſaid Hrania ; if your journey from Argentora had been no more trou- 
bleſome to you then the Relation of it hath been tedious to us, we ſhould 
# not have compaſſionated your Travails. But ſince you have given us ſuch 'Þ 
: pleaſure from your Aﬀicions,pray let us alſo taſte the joy of your Proſpe- | 
F: rity. I make no doubt but we,who have pitied you in our thoughts for what Cs 
5 :ou ſufter'd before , ſhall much more eafi]y rejoyce with you when we ſhall 

more fully underſtand the happineſs of your preſent condition. ; 

In obedience to your Commands , whoſe company is a great part of our '* 

Happineſs, I will proceed, quoth Phrozeſea, to a further Relation of the ſtate . Th 

© of Theoprep:a. © This City with the Conſent of che people was built by my Lo 

* tkusband , and, upon their motion, call'd after my name, and hath ® Empr- a -—tarþ Pt 

* tia upon the Weſt, b Euſebia South, © Philadelphia Eaſt, and upon the North , er ; [ 

« d Sophroſyne , asI ſuppoſe you may have heard in Expiſtia. This City is the love. 

* Metropolis to them all. Here they have ereQed a magnificent Tewple , by © F*mprance- 

* the advice of the Exſebians,in which they celebrate the praiſes of the Great If 
< and Good God whom they all worſhip with moſt hearty Devotion. iÞ 
*] * The City is ſeated, as you ſee, upon a pleaſant Hi!l, rais'd toa moderate j | | 
Z © proportion of height above the adjacent Country. Tiis ſinall piece of ri- 
| «* fing ground is ſo ſituated, as if it had been mark'd out by Nature for the de- | 
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« ſtin'd foundation of a Metropolis. It is plentitully water'd with both the « ztewing ' 4.2000 
« ſtreams of © Hgathoryton,which deſcending from the rais'd Top of the Hil! withgoed. 2208 
e fTheorus, Jocalily run up the higheſt p'aces of the City. We have not en- 4 ing > an | 48 | 
* compaſs'd it with any Wall, becauſe it 15s plac'd in the middle of the Coun» vins thing: . if | 
'try , andguarded with the Strength of all the Inhabicants which dwell in | \. "Ry 
5 * the Circumference. We know that the united Courage of honeſt-minded 4 
© * people is the onely ſafeguard of a City or Country ; and have obſerv'd 
2 © that walled Towns not defended by ihe Valour of thoſe which dwelt in of 
* them, are but vain ſignitications of Safery. The Theoprepians are fo inoffen- "7 
< five, that they will not provoke others ; and they are ſo united, that others qf 
© dare not offend them. ; be! 
* I woud not have you, Noble Friends, to underſtand this re/ationſo , as 
*to think that the ſeveral. parts of 8 Theoprep1a . which I have mention'd un- , ,,, :. .., 1} | 
* der diſtin&tnames, have different waies of life , each being ccnfin'd to the Ho ET. | j [1 
*ſtric ſenſe of its Title ; or that the City ® Phroxefia is govern'd by other h Prudence. j | 


* rules than the Country. No, they all live according to the ſame Inſtitu- 
* tions offly cach Country hath taken its name from exceilent Perſons , who " 'F 
* were Eminent in thoſe particu'ar Perteions to which their Nathes carry \ 4 
* reference : and having learn'd from them the'worth of thoſe Vertnes, they "I 
*not only conform'd their praGtiſe to them, but as a eratefull runcwmbrance of 118% 
* ſuch worthy Leaders, they were willing to bear their Names in the Title it 
* of their Country. 
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a Apious man. © * Euſebins taught his people the Worſhip of God; vPhilagelphus gave the 
th, gens © true Rules of Charity; <Expiſtas diſcover'd the Grounds of Faith; %Sophron 
© A true belie- < made them underſtand the Laws of Temperance ; and * Phronimus thow'd 
7 , © them how they might joyn all theſe direQions together ; and ſo Eoth wade 
perſon, - « this City a glorious Merropols,and brought the Country by the obſervarce 
e 4 prudent «© of the foremention'd Laws to {uch a good Temper, that they are not unde- 
AY (ſervedly Honour'd with the Name of Theoprepta. | 
© Put I ſhall give youa view of their Conſtitution in the ſeveral pieces,of 
* which the whole frame is made up,and ſhow you after what Method he put 
* them together. He ſaw that Man was made with a natural deſire to have 
* Neighbours, and was ſoutterly diſcontented without them, that he was apt 
* to be weary of himſelf in Solitude, and eſteemed loneſomeneſs a cloſe Im- 
* priſonment ; God hath fitted him with Speech and Reaſon, as rare inſtru- 
© ments of Converſe, and hath fo equally diſtributed his Gifts,that each ofus 
* muſt be beholden to another for ſomething, orelſe want that Happineſs 
* which we might enjoy in Society. So one Nation lofeth its part of the good 
© things with which another is bleſt, if there be nor a friendly Commerce 
© between them. Beſides this, every Single man was aware thar the Felicity 
© which he did enjoy was in danger of being diſturb'd by others, unleſs he 
© could make ſome Companions of his Fortune, and give part to ſecure the 
© whole, both againſt ſuch ill-diſpos'd Forreigners which through Envy 
© might aſſault them from without, or ſuch il|-principl'd Neighbours which 
* might work them miſchief from among themſe:ves. As the State of any peo» 
« ple grows more Happy, they ever expect more Envy ; and the harm which 
© that will threaten cannot be avoided but by their firm union. This Union can 
© never be eſtabliſhed but by ſuch Principies and Rules as will make all thar 
© are concern'd in it to underſtand that their Intereſt was ſo really cared for 
« in the whole, that the Union is a Common Benefit toall ; and nct an oblique 
© Deſign to advance any particular intereſt, colour'd over with the ſpecious 
© pretence of Publick Good. , 
* 4 prodenns *This* Phronimus had in his eye; for he well knew that the whole could 
ww © not be happy if any part were miſerable. Hehad often conſider'd the un- 
© ſpeakable miſeries which many Nations ſuffer, where a few negle&ing,what 
©rhey moſt pretend, the Good of all, take in on!y the Intereſts of the Great 
© and Rich. Phronimms could find no way to prevent this, but by laying the 
« bottoms of their Concord in firm Principles of mutual Regard ; that by a 
&oreat Righteouſneſs and true Love, taking a prudent and juſt care of all 
© mens Concerns, he might ſtop the wain Spring from whence a!l Calamities 
« do flow, which is, Covetous Ambition : for though guilty men blame other 
© things, yet they themſelves know that this orily 1s in fault. 
© Toefted this, he acquainted the Theoprepians that he thad obſerv'd the 
* Acharitable * Wiſdom of * Philadelphus in ordering the affairs of that Country to have 
perſon. © been ſo great, that it could not be exceeded by any Mortal man : and that 
© the fruits of it were not more viſible to the Senſe in the flouriſhing peace 
* of the Philadelphians, then the Roots upon which their Happineſs grew 
* were manifeſt to Reaſon; for that he had laid the foundation of their Unity 
*in Love, whichis the Bond of all Humane Society : This Love he compre- 
'© hended ina few Precepts,which were ſo plain, that every body underſtood 
© the words; ſo good, that the ſenſe was apparently juſt ; and ſo full, thar they 
« included all Duties. They were theſe : To love others as themſelves, To do 
© what they aid _ to be done to themſclues, and Nt to offer that which they 
© would not as willingly receive from others. 


© The Prudence and Juſtice of theſe Rules vas ſo acceptable, that they 
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« eabrac'd them with an unanimous conſent, and inumediately ſetled upen 


© (ucha firm bqttom, that, before they were aware, they fourd themlelves ſc 


© ſtritly united, that they were become Members one of another. As they 
«© did by the natural intimacy of Self-love know what it was to wiſh well to 
© themſelves, they did ſufficiently underſtand the Rule by which they were 
* (pa& towards others ; and acknowledg it far juſt ayd good, becauſe they 
©defir'd the ſame meaſure from others ; and they ſaw it muſt needs be an e- 
© ven direQiion, becauſe it had a proportionable Regard to all. By this, blind 
© Self-will was curb'd, fooliſh Self-eſtimation inſtructed,and a rare Goud- 
* will kindled amongſt them : for they received what they could juſtly 
« deſire, and fear'd not to ſuffer the Wrong which they did nat do, and 
© knew that they were in no danger fromſuch wha loved them as them- 


F, ſelves. 


« Thus in ſtead of a multitude of voluminous Law-Books, and Pande&s 
© of intricate Statutes, which are by unjuſt men ſo much the more valued,as 
« they are unfit for the true end of all Laws,and which they deſire tobe made 
* obſcure, that they might expound them as they liſt, he appointed only the 
« forementioned Rules, and ſo prevented the miſeries which Ambition and 
+ Covetouſneſs alwayes bring with them. For having received by theſe full 
«notice of their own and others Rights, they knew they could not be Ambi- 
© tious, and ſeek to enſlave others to their Wills, or covetous, and ſnatch 
* more then their own ſtare of thoſe good things which God hath plentiful. 
© ly diſtributed among them all, but they muſt needs tranſgreſs the moſt juſt 
© Laws, and be challeng'd for their fault by an inward ſenſe of the Unreaſo- 
© nableneſ; of their Sin, Having poſleſs'd their gouls with theſe Reaſons of 
« Charity, and lodg'd in their Hearts a true affeGion to the Good of others, 
* they are ſo far from endeavouring to thruſt others below them that their 
© own height may be more apparent, or getting unduly from othersthat t 
© may ſwell their private Heap, that they abhor not only the Action, leſt the 
* Law ſhould take notice ; but the Thought, leſt they ſhould be forc'd to 
*condewn themſelves when they call themſelves to account for thinking ſo 
© unworthily ; and they further the good of others, becauſe they perceive, 
© if they were miſerable in any reſped, they ſhould bear a part of their Af- 
© fliction by the juſt Sympathy of mutual Love. As theſe Principles have 
© fix'd upon every mans heart a full contentment with his particular porti- 
< on, ſo they have abundantly pleas'd the whole in the poſſeſſion ofwhat God 
« hathaſſign'd to them as their General Lot ; by whichnians they are neither 
« troubled at Home with thoſe Contentions and Complaints which are the 
* effects of the Rapine and Pride of Unjuſt Neighbours neither do they ſeek 
*toen/arge their borders by invading any forreign Prince or State. 

* Having agreed upon their Laws, and made the Office of Chief-Magi- 
- ſtate hereditary to our Family, in which they have beſtowed an Honour 
* upon us which I muſt everacknowledg, and prudently conſulted againft 


© thoſe miſchiefs which from emulous Comperitors are ſtil] incident to thoſt 


* Kingdoms where it is EleQtive ; by the advice of Phronimus they choſe 
* ſuch Miniſters of Law, whoſe Tempers were moſt ſatabletorhe Laws,and 
* of this they-madea judgment only by the Conformity of their converſati- 
* ons. The experience of a regular life ina private capacity adminiſters hopes 
* of an excellent Governour. But Phronimus was more careful in this 
© point, becauſe the people look at the Magiſtrates Example both as a fair 
* Pattern, and a kind of Law todefend what they do in imitation of it. And 
© he knew that the Compoſition of one who is intruſted wh the Rights of 
© many is of that impottant Goodneſs, that many things are requiſite to make 
T2 1" 
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* it up,as Prudence in the management of affairs, Perſpicacity of Underſtan- 
* ding, impartial Honeſty in the diſtribution of Juſtice, Meekneſs of Diſfo- 
* ſition that he may be willing to ſerve in Love, a Modeſty not apt to be diſ- 
* compos'd with Honour, Temperance that will not be diſprac'd with Lux- 
* ury, a Generous mind that ſcorns to be corrupted with Money, a Gravity 
* correſpondent to his Authority, and ſuch a Courage that dares doa Juſt 
* thing though it diſpleaſe. | 
* As the Miniſters of Juſtice come not to their places by thoſe unworthy 
© waies whichare us'd in other Countreys, ſo neither are they hindred in 
* the diſcharge of their Truſt by the obſtinate Manners which glſewhere are 
* ſome diſcouragement to the beſt Officers. They honour their Governours 
*25 petty Gods. As thoſe who are by Godrabove others, ought to love thoſe 
* for whoſe good they were rais'd ; ſo the people ought to yield free Obe- 
* dience, ſincefor the Happineſs of the Whole it is neceſſary that they ſhould 
* be govern'd by others, who for that reaſon muſt be above them. Here they 
© like their duties, and take their obligation from an kabi ual love of Vertue. 
* The Fear of Puniſhment prevails not here : for though Puniſhment be an 
* appurtenance of Law, and neceſſary in regard of ſome unjuſt perſons,who 
* muſt by it be compell'd to do their duty, or ſuffer, to make Reparation 
© and Example of violated obedience (and they have ſuch here as are fit! 
© appointed according to the nature of each fault;) yet it is leſs needful 
+ * here, becauſe the people count no puniſhment equal to the deſerving of ir. 
*$o that the chief work of their Judges is, to decide fone doubtful Caſes 
© with an impartial Judgment, and to make their definitive Sentence end all 
© further controverſie with the power of their juſt Authority, 
NE PET wi Here * Phroneſie making a little pauſe, ſaid,. * Noble friends, you will ic 
WOmas. * may be expe; that ſince I have affirm'd * Theoprepia to be built upon ſo 
b 7he divin <bravea Foundation, I ſhould beable to ſhow you tome correſpondent $u- 
_ © perſtrucure ; and that I will do immediately. For thoſe Holy Rules, being 
* inviolably kept by them, have produc'd all the deſirable Effe&s of good 
© Government, and made all orders of people among them as happy as the 
© condition of this world will bear ; both by improving and ſecuring all 
* their Enjoyments,and relieving the Infirmities which are common to them 
« withall Mankind, as far as the comfort of Society with the beſt of Neigh- 
* bours cangive ſuccour. | 
© If I ſhould ſpeak of all Particulars,I ſhould weary you and wy ſelf; but 
©I will recount ſome few, that by them you may judge of the reſt.Every man 
* 1s ſufficiently ſecured againſt Wrong among thoſe which rejoyce to do 
© 000d, and eſteem it but aſmall piece of Righteouſneſs to dono hurt, and 
* who judpe it unjuſt not to help others in every thing which doth not harm 
© themſelves. The concernments of Soul and Body, which divide our whole 
* Man between them, are carefully preferv'd by all. Why ſhould they wreng 
* others in Body,detra@ from their Name, deſpoil them of their Goods by 
* Force or Fraud, when their own deſires not to be ſo uſed would make their 
© Ationfodious to themſelves,as well as affligive to others ; They will very 
© hardly do Wrong, who have accuſtom'd themſelves to part with-their 
« Right, which they can ſpare, when they are throygh miſtake wrong'd by 
© others; and though the caſe require ſome, yet then content themſelves with 
©” © moderate Satisfaction, - 
© They have a principal care of Souls, to teach them knowledgand im- 
© prove them in Vertue by good Example. They eſteem this duty but a Gra« 
*rtitude in themſelves, becauſe they have receiv'd the ſame Favour from 
© thoſe which are gone before them, that they might. be enabled _ 
| oblige 
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c obliged to ſhow it to ſuch as come after them. I heir ſorrow for others Mi- | 


© ſeries engageth them to further the Happineſs which they defire, by dire- 
« Ring them in the way to it,and by ſhowing thenr how tbeſcape the calami- 
' ties of Ignorance, Vice, Touth, Age, Sickneſs and Poverty. £510 
© Becauſe things of Immortal concerament are greateſt, they acquaint the 
* Ignorant with, the Nature and Duration of Souls ; and teach them ſo to.or- 
* der this ſhort: Jite, as to attain the peace of a good Conſcience, by an early 
* Vertue, and conſtant perſeverance in Well-doing, and ſo prepare them for 
$ a true hope of, a happy life after a chearful departure fram this world. If 
© any erre, they ſhow him his way ; when they ſee him ſluggiſh, they provoke 
© him to his duty with ſtrong Incentives ; if he offend, they admoniſh. him ; 
© and if he be dejeced, they adminiſter Conſolation according to the nature 
© of his Grief. | 
« Becauſe Children are born Impotent and Imperfec, they endeavour to 
* prevent fuch miſchiefs as-may be ſeparated from their Nativity ; and be- 
* cauſe anexcellent complexion of Nature is a great advantage to Vertue, 
* they are carefu] of fit Marriages, and good Nurſes: the Mother is alwaies 
*Nurſe too, if ſhe be able to perform that office. When their underſtan- 


* ding begins to come in uſe they are curious of their Education ; for want . 


* of which, wany that are ill born are worſe bred: and as they grow in years 
*and into the confines of Child-hood and Manhood, and are lyable to the 
* Vices of both ſtates, they uſe all poſſible means of their preſervaſion, and 
* amongſt the reſt the vigilant eyes of wiſe and Vertuous Tutors; who in 
© Theoprepta are perſons of xucke eſteem, and want no due encouragements- 
© They have a ſufficient number of Schools at convenient diſtances,by which 
© the attainment of Knowledg and Goodneſs is unſpeakably facilitated: For 
* they are taught to know worthy things as ſoon as they knoy any thing ; 
* and their inclinations are ingaged to Vertue before they are ſeiz'd upon 
© and ruin'd by habitual Sin: Which is, in my opinion, a great piece of Pru- 
* dence : for from this praGiiſe they find a benign influence to flow upon the 
© whole Country;whilſt thoſe which havelearn'd do afterward teach others, 
* and give as good an Example as they have receiv d. The Theoprepians are 
* preat lovers of true Learning and all Ingenuous Arts and have better Me- 
© thods of Study then moſt other places, and ſoarrive at that height of skill 
© ina few Months,which others after the expence of many years ſcarce attain 
©t laſt, by reaſon of the Prepoſterouſneſ; of their Induſtry. Their cuſtom 
* is, when they perceive in any a particular inclination to ſome Art, takin 
© it as a probable Augury of ſpecial aptitude, to conſign them to that Study, 
<in which they uſually prove excellent. 

« But as things are valuable according to their Uſes, and Means are rated 
* by the Ends which they ſerve; ſd the Theoprepians beſtow their pains 
© chiefly to improve their beſt Faculties,that having accompliſh'd them with 
© the Knowledg of Tongues and the more Noble Arts,they may be moreable 
* to advance the good of Mankind, 

{Their chief deſign is to make their Youth perfed in Ethicks, that ſo they 
* may be Prudent, Religious and Good. They inform them carefully in the 
© Principles of true Loggck, and help Natural Reaſon with Artificial. They 
* Induriouſly purſue the Knowledg of Nature, that they may underſtand the 
©Works of God, and by them Him. They are well vers'd in Mathematicks;z 
& which Profeſſion 1s honorable to the Student, becauſe it makes himſſervice« 
*able to his Country. They negle&not Agriculture, becauſe the Earth brings 
«* forth all things. Knowing the ſeveral benefits of Converſe with forreign 
© parts,they are expert in Navigation.In ſhort, they encourage the Knowledg 
* and advancement of every uſeful Trade, They 
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© They make their Recreations of ſuch things as have Art in themand pa 

« the Rational part ſomething for the Intermiſſion of ics more Spiritual Ex- 
«erciſe : and though they are afraid of Corporal pleaſures, yet they do al- 
t Jow honeſt and healthful Exerciſes of the Pody to ſtrong and ative Con- 
« ſtitutions: © In ſtead of thoſe fooliſh playes of Dice and' Cards, by which. 


« Youth in other places make a vain Conſinnption of their time, (by the 
« Permiſſion of their Uncharitable Parents, who through unſpeakable In- 
« prudence do often, beſides their Time waſte alſo the Eſtates in that moſt 
« hurtful fort of Idleneſs) they pleaſe thanſelves with expreſſing the Rules 
« of Rketorick in Maſculine Orations; and ſometimes entertain themſelves 
* with Mufick ; and when they uſe their Voices,they ſer good Notes to Moral 
£ and Hiſtorical Ditties, and ſb praiſe Muſick and Poetry both at once. 

© They negle& no Art that hath any worth in it ; but they care not for Sci- 
* ence; falſly fo call'd, by what Title ſoever it be magnified : of ſuch Arts 
* as wake only for Pomp and ſerve Vanity they are not curious. They eſteem 
© none learn'd for knowing a few odd words, but ſuch as areenrich'd with 
© uſeful Notions. They tet alone thexrifling niceties of Queſtioniſts, becauſe 
© they have not yet learn'd what they are good for. They condemn ſome 
© miſchievous Arts which areallow'd in othercareleſs Nations, as Divinati- 
*on by the Stars : A Judicial Aſtrologer would be puniſh'd for a Cheater 
* among them, and they eſteem his Profeſſion but a black Arr. 

Here Phreneſia being almoſt tired; and _ leſt her Auditors ſhould 
be as weary of heating as ſhe was with ſpeaking, ſaid, I have ſo oft excus'd 
my tediouſnes , that I. have encreas'd wy fault with Apologies : but I muſt 
_ your patience, becauſe you have ſet mea task which I could not finiſh 
OONET. 

* As they beſtow a great care upon Youth that it may be fit to ſerve ; ſg 


be they negle& not old Age, becauſe it hath done its work : and therefore, as 


* part of their Reward, they diſpoſe their old people ina convenient houſe 
© tuilt with plenty of Rooms, where they have company, and all neceſfaries 
« provided to alleviate the burden of their decrepit time, and to prepare 
$ them for a better world. In the ſame Houſe they lodge their Sick ; where 
« they have Diet, Phyſick,and Attendance proportion'd to their Diſtempers. 
«The Poor, which are but few in Theoprepis, becauſe Rapine dothnot dwell 
* there,areacconmodated after ſucha ſort, that their Poverty doth not grieve 
* them : though they have nothing of their own, they are ſo ſupplied by the 
* Publick Charity diſcreetly managed, that they areneither forc'd to ſteal, 
nor dye for hunper, as they do in other Countries. Theſe offices of Love 
* towards the Neceſſitous are perform'd with a great willingneſs, becauſe it 
© is made a part of their Religion, To comfort the Fatherleſs, and relieve 
* Widows in their affliQion, and to ſympathize with thoſe which are bound , 
*as if they were tied with them in the ſame cords of Adverſity : they count 
*italſo a baſe thing to afford only good Wiſhes to ſuch as need thoſe further 
© aſſiſtances which they are able to allow. 
*As they are thus paſſionately affeGed with the Sufferings of Humanity,nor 
« knowing how ſoon they may need ſome,or all the conrteſies which they be- 
ſtow; ſothey are moſt punual obſervers, of thoſe ſacred Obligations 
« which God hath Jaid upon men in Natural and Civil Relations. This ſort of 
« Righteouſneſs muſt needs be ſecure, becauſe that which is elſewhere per- 
« form'd by the neceſſity of Confſanguinity is here the choice of Love. Thoſe 
« Silver cords, by which other Societies are tied together, are here changed 
« for golden'chains, and multiplied to an inviolable ſtrength. The particular 
c Vertues of every diſtin& Re'ation are ſo diſplay'd in the Thepprepians 
| practiſe, 
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* practiſe, that you wou:d think their Converſation a Mirrour, made only 


* for their lively repreſentation. It were too long to name them. The Pru- 
© dence and Felitity of Vipilant Magiſtrates, the chearful Submiſſions of L oyal 
© Subjects, the wiſe Deportment of Loving Hasbands, the modeſt Obſervance 
« of Qbeaient VI twes, the ew Aﬀe#ions of Careful Parents, the ingenu- 

« ous Gratituae of Dutiful Chilaren,the diſcreet Commands of Gentle Maſters, 

« and the ready Performances of Willing Servants. 

« Such as are not related to each other inthe foremention'd Reſpecs, are 
*yert ſy much made one by their connnon Union,that you would eſteem their 
© carriage not an expreſſion of ordinary behaviour ; but rather a Schoo], 
* where thoſe Vertues which cofcern the general condition of Mankind 
* were fo:m'd by induſtry and delign, to give notice to learners to what height 
* they may come. 

« Courteſie is natura!, and Kindneſs habitual. They are atundantly Civil, 
* though regardleſs of thoſe Ceremonies which are neceſſary complements 
© to hide the Defects of true Love among other people: Men having not ſo 
* far put away the remembrance of themſelves, but that in moſt places they 
* keepon the Form of Humanity, What is bur a Show otherwhere , is ſub- 
* ſtance here ; declar'd in fewer words, but more good deeds, Simplicity is 
* at the bottom of all their converſe: why ſhould they hide rheir Hearts from 
* ſuch as love them ? or how can they make a ſhow of what is not in their 
* Hearts to ſuchas they themſelves love? Friendſhip is at a high pitch.Nevet 
* was therea more noble Communion of Souls upon Earth., Their Joyes muſt 
* needs be doubled by the Good of others , whoſe Calamities they reckon 
* theirown. Love muſt needs be firm in its Nature and rais'd in its Worth, 
* where it is not ſoldred with Luſt or baſe Intereſts. 

* Humility 1s great Honour. Why ſhould ſuch expreſs Arrogancy in word 
* or deed, who remember how unacceptable it is to themſelves to be affron- 
* ted, and think none ſo worthy of honour as thoſe which moſt willingly give 
*1t ? Covetouſneſs is ealily avoided , where want is not feared, where Worth 
* 15 not meaſur'd by the largeneſs or number of great Cheſts, and where thoſe 
* which gain unduly,make account that the more they oppreſs or circumvent 
* into want , the more they mult relieve, This ſpirit, like an all-ſoveraign 
© Balſam , frees them from thoſe noiſome Plagues which do ordinarily infeſt 
* che Socieries of men, Hatred, Envy bitter Zeal,o Malice, Suſpicion, Cruelty, 
* Moroſity, Strife and Revenge. How can they hate others who count all men 
* their Brethren , ahd have charg'd themſelves viith ſuch a noble expoſition 
* of Love, that they eſteem 1t Hatred not to love them ? Envy bath noroom 
* with them, for they ſee if it ſhould, it would be miſplac'd npon ſuch as ei- 
* ther they themſelves ſhould have endeavoured to make happy, or by whoſe 
* happineſs they ſee thetr own Good promoted, Bitter Zeal is contrary to 
* their Temper , for when it 15 moſt warm, it is ſtill ſweet ; never ſtirr'd but 
* with juſt Motives , and ever accompanied with great Charity. They hate 
© Malice, both becauſe they will not be aftlied with ſuch a ſcurvy Paſſion, 
© and becauſe their endearment of their Neighbours welfare doth not permit 
* them to think how to aifli him. They are far removed from all Cruelty,for 
* they have. forbidden themſelves raſh Anger. They abandon all Moroſity ; 
© being ſo candid and affable , that they have a peeviſh Sowrnefs in the ſame 
© diſgrace with ſordid Flattery. They are free from Suſpicion , ever belci- 
© ving that their Neighbour is good, or hoping that he will be ſo ; ap whilſt 
© they endeavour to make him better , they know this is one means /ro cover 
*and bear with his Infirmities. They eafily avoid Offence in their language 
| * anddeportment , having baniſh'd che (ſpirit of Contention from awong 
them. 
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* them. They have nothing to do with any ſort of Revenge but Forgiveneſs, 
© both becauſe it isa Fundamental Law of their Kingdom to require evil 
* with good, and becauſe they do not defire to entail quarrelsupon their Po- 
« ſterity ; neither do they allow that Unchriſtian netion'of Honour, that paſ- 
© eth ſo currantly with ſuch as can diſpenſe with their dury,when they nuwſt 
* ſuffer in their reputation among the Ignorant for doing of it. 

© Thus the ps vn ooo leada happy life upon Earth: Juſtice and Charity, 
* which are baniſhed from other Nations, have taken Sanduary here ; Tran- 
© quillity, which could not procure room to ſet her foot in other parts of the 
* tumultuous world, hath here erected her Throne ; Plenty, which doth not 
* atisfie other places with her largeſt Meaſures,doth here take away the very 
© name of Want with ſuch proportions as they deſpiſe and abuſe : and they 
* ſee plainly by theirown Experience, that it isnot from Gods unbountiful- 
* neſs, but mens Folly and Wickednefs , that they do not live happily in this 
*World, whilſt ſome imprudently wanage , and others wickedly miſpend 
. his Gifts, 

When * Phroxeſia had gon ſo far, her chief Gentleman, call'd > nchinons, 
brought word that Supper was ready,and defired to know if ſhe would have 
it ſet upon the Table. Yes with all wy heart, ſaid Phroxeſia ; and took that 
fit opportunity to end her Diſcourſe, begging pardon of Uraniaand her no- 
ble Companions, who inſtead of that return'd her moſt humble thanks ; and 
but that they were ſtil! to enjoy her preſence , would not have gone out of 
the Arbour for all the Suppers in the world ; for they valued her converſe 
above all other poſſible Entertainments. 

After Supper, as one that was preſent reported , they pleas'd themſelves 
with putting divers ingenious Queſtions concerning the argument of Phyo- 
nefia's Speech,which I do not at preſent remember ; and becauſe they would 
be too long to be here inſerted, I am the leſs offended at the weakneſs of my 
memory. But after they had talked away a good part of the Night,they were 
conduded to their Chambers to ſleep out the reſt. 

In the Morning they receiv'd a Meſſage from © Theoſebius to invite them 
to dine with him that day , andalſo to favour hin with their good company 
in the Temple that morning , where ſome ſolemn Devotions were to be per- 
formed. They accepted his courteous offer,and return'd a thankful anſwer, 
being very willing to partake in thoſe Prayers which ſuch Holy perſons of- 
fer'd, and to receive Love from thoſe who were moſt worthy to be loved. 

When they were come down into the Hall, they were civilly accoſted by 
Phroneſia, who alſo excus'd her ſelf to them , that for an hour or two ſhe 
ſhould be depriv'd of their moſt defired company , piaying them to impute 
this her involuntary Abſence to the irreſiſtable urgency of moſt important 
Buſineſs. She acquainted them that ſhe would leave with them 4 Amerimnus, 
who was an intimate friend of *Theoſebius,to whoſe piety & prudence he did 
commit his chief affairs, and that he ſhould attend them either in the Gardens 
or whereſoever they would pleaſe to divert themſelves. They received her 
Civility with all thankful correſpondence, and diſmiſs'd her ; much pleas'd 
that ſhe had brought them acquainted with Amerimmnus, by whom they ho- 
ped to underſtand ſomething of the Diſpoſition and Manners of Theoſebtus. 
That they wight not loſe ſuch a fair opportunity, they walked into the Gar- 
den,and taking the advantage of handſome Seats in a place where they might 


have a fyll view of f Euſebia, Bentivolio defired  Amerimnus to oblige him 
and the 


mpany with ſome ſuch reports as he ſhould think fit to give to 
ſtrangers of the Holy life of Theoſebius. I ſhould moſt willingly obey your 


command, quoth Amerimnus , but that I am not able to draw to the life the | 
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Image of ſuch an Excellent perſon, or to expreſs any juſt reſemblances of 
his Vertues, Alas! his Worth is above the higheſt praiſes that I can reach ; 
and yet-ſome, peradventure , who have been only acquainted with ordina- 
ry perfe&ions, would think that I extol him upon deſign, more than his Me- 
* rit. But as I know that you have the faireſt degrees of high attainments in 
your own Experierice, and ſo cannot but judg thit poſſible of which you 
are Inſtances ; I will give you a ſhort deſcription of his Excellencies ; and 
the rather , becauſe it will not be long before you will converſe with him , 
and then you may eaſily correc the wrongs which I ſhall do him. 


The chief thing which he aims at 15 to be a true Lover of God , to whole 5,u« Godliniſe, 


ſervice he hath entirely devoted himſelf : he thinks all noble affeQions due 
unto him , and judgeth Love miſplac'd if it be beſtow'd upon any thing elſe, 
except in very low degrees. As he finds the Excellency of things diflerent, 
he appoints them diſtinQ allowances of that afte&ion, which yet are but ſe- 
veral ſorts of ſmall meaſures : but as God is out of all meaſure exceſſive in 
Amiableneſs , ſo he hath ſet no bounds to the Love which he hath for him. 
I haveofcen heard him ſay , That he is not worthy of the name of a Heavenly 
Lover, that dothnot love God with his whole Soul : In which I muſt confeſs 
I cannot but think him in the right , for the Greateſt Good doth juſtly chal- 
lenge the beſt Love. His afte&ion is ſo really fix'd here, that he ſeeks no- 
thing but Union with God ; and doubting that he is not yet come to the ut- 
moſt intimacy which is poflible to an holy Soul , he doth endeavour conti- 
nually to make nearer Approaches. He told me one day, that he ſeem'd to 
ſee the mouth of Hell open, when he did but think of ſuch a ſtate wherein 
men are remov'd from loving and being beloved of the infinitely good God, 
, He hath conſecrated himſelf for a holy Temple to God , and hath made his 
Soul that ſpiritual Image wherein the Divine likeneſs doth ſhine ; and being 
kindled with the vigorous heat of celeſtial Love, he offers up his heart for a 
daily Sacrifice;the flames which aſcend are all perfum'd with the breathings 
of Seraphick Joy,mix'd with anhelations of fervent Defires. Whilſt he is con- 
verſant in ads of. Devotion, Leannot ſay that his Body is lifted up from the - 
graund as they report that Pythag.was when he pray*d;but I am ſure his more 
noble part is carried intoHeaven,which is never far from ſuch aDivine Spirit. 
It isnot poſſible for any other man to deſcribethePaſſions which he feels; for 
none knows how much one loves but the lover himſelf: but he is ſo conſtant- 
ly attended with all outward demonſtrations of inward affeGions, and they 
are ſo notoriouſly known toa!l that converſe with him , that it is as hard 
not to think him a Lover, as it is impoſſible to believe that ſuch are , who 
can pive no proof but a bare pretence to that Honorable Title. We cannot 
chuſe but know that he is always in the thoughts of God, for he is ever ſpeak- 
ing of him,& ſtill buſted in doing every thing which he underſtands to be ac- 
ceptable to him, and eſteems nothing too hard to ſufter for him if he think it 
be a tryal of Love. He receives every thing which looks like a ſignification 
of Anger with extreme ſorrow,and yet with all thankful ſubmiſſion to his lo- 
ved God, whom he will heartily bleſs that thus he puts him in mind of his 
failing ; for before , he was apt to fear that he did nor love enough. If any 
thing in which he delighted be taken from him , he immediately reſtores co 
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God the Love which that etyoyed in his right. Though he rejoyceth infinitly 


when God ſiniles upon his Soul;yet he is afraid thathe doth receive many ex- 
preſſes of Divine Favour in vain, becauſe,as he ſays,he isable to loveGod but 
a little, When hetakes notice that God's Perfe&tions are ſo great that he can 
add nothing to his Glory,nonot ſo much as by wiſhing him any good thing ; 
he rejoyceth in the happineſs of God, and would not have it otherwiſe, leſt 
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he ſhould fooliſhly defire God to be Leſs, in hope with his filly Love to 
make him Greater : but he is therefore tore careful of the duties which he 
owes, ſince he plainly ſees that he ſerves one who can value nothing but the 
Good-will of his poor Servants. 

By beſtowing his Mind totally upon the Contemplation of God, he blaſts 
the faireſt flowers of Vanity ; cither wholly negleGing to conſider what 
they are ; or if he glance upon them , he ſees them ſo Inferior to that Good 
with which he is in love, that he pleaſeth himſelf to take that vccaſion to 
flight them the more , and to immerſe himſelf deeper in the remembrance of 
ſuch things as it 1s a death to forget. | 

Inever heard him magnifie any Created thing. His Siſter indeed hath told 
me that he doth highly eſteem Three Jewels , which he keeps very private, 
(they ſay ſuch as have them do not love to ſhow them) and makes no leſs 
a 4Sunlike account of them than of his Life. She call*d them as I remember , a QOwmnme- 


Des hs. liow , » Terpſithea and © Galenopſychia. There is great reaſon why he looks to 
e 4calmof them ſo carefully, for beſides their ineſtimable value , by means whereof none 
ſoul. that hath them can ever be poor , they have other rare Virtues; for ſuch as 


keep them, find themſelves raviſh'd witha ſecret delight in God,and a ſtrange 
alacrity in his ſervice ; they are never deſtitute of a placid calm of Sou], 
and a ſerene peace of Conſcience ; their minds alſo are fill'd with rais'd 
Meditations and abundance of Heavenly thoughts. They ſay alſo that theſe 
Incomparable Jewels caſt ſuch bright rayes, that they ſhow the Beauty of 
Holineſs, the Reaſonableneſs of Religion, and the Excellency of Vertue,and 
make them as viſible to good men as any bodily thing 1s to QuUr common 
Eyes. Beſides , they ſay that he which is poſſeſs'd of them is ſo happy and 

- content with his portion, that he deſpiſeththe beſt Jewels of this world as 
contemptible Bits of ordinary Glaſs. 

But if theſe Jewels , quoth {rants , be of ſuch incomparable worth and 

d 4 werſbipper rare effects, methinks « Theoſebiue ſhould never truſt them in any Cabinet bur 
f _ of Bis own Boſome. I am of your mind, replied © Amerimnus ; and though 
care, they talke of a Cloſet in the Houſe , which is ſo ſecret that none knows 
'  whereit is, which is the Repoſitory of theſe Jewels, yet I have often thought 

that he wears them ever in his Breaſt. 

The whole Neighbour-hood is convinc'd that his private entertainment 
is the Love of God, becauſe in publick he doth expreſs an unparallel'd 
Love to men, and choſeth ſuch Inſtances as will beſt make thoſe which par- 
take of them to become Lovers of God : for his Love imployes it ſelf chiefly 
in the care of thoſe greater neceſſities of their Souls , having lefſe need to bu- 

f Chariy., fie himſelfin the Reliefof their Bodily infirmities,becauſe his Siſter f Ygape 
doth of her own accord diſcharge that part ſo excellently , that ſhe proves 
her ſelf not unworthy ta be Siſter toſuch a Brother. 

His affable temper hath made him ſo acceſſible to all , that his neigbours 
come freely ro him, knowing that they ſhall be more welcome if he can do 
them any good ; and when he vifits them , (which he doth ofteu perform to 
ſuch as are capable of that Civility,) he ever ſets before them a moſt emi- 
nent Example, which 1s the beſt of Books. | 

In the Temple, where he is chief Prieſt, (accarding to the Cuſtom of anci- - 
ent times , for then the Prince had alſo that Honour, ) he celebrates the Di- 
vine Perfe&ions with due Praiſes: And that others way do it the better for 
his aſſiſtance, he ſometimes helps them witch a clear Explication of the Di- 
vine Attributes, as Goodneſs, Wiſdom, and Power ; and ſometimes makes 
them to underſtand ſome of God's moſt famous works, as the ſtupendiaus 
Creation of the well-fram'd World, that admirab!e Providence by which he 

takes 
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takes care for all things which he hath made, and the woſt Myſteribus Re- 
demption by whichWiſdom and Lovezin a ſacred Conjunction, have brought 
the greateſt good out of the greateſt evil, Whilſt he performs theſe things NF 
with an incowparable Clarity of Divine inſtrudion , the people think they WY 
ſee the Inviſible God, and cannot refrain from that ſort of Adoration which ' 
is made of moſt rais'd thoughts and equal affe@tions. Though they do not omit Wl 
chat ſort of Worſhip which conſiſts in Corporal proſtrations, but how their 
Bodies in humble reverence of the Divine Majeſty ; both becauſe we are to 
olorific God with our Pody as well as with our Scul, as alfo that the out- 
ward ſubmiſſion 1s ſome ſignitication of the inward : yet kecauſe the Exter- 
nal is leſſe, and ſometimes deſtitute of the Internal,and then worth nothing ; 
he hath taught them eſpecially to adore the Supreme King with humble de- 
miſſion of Soul, and the unfeigned ſubjeGion of their Self-will. 
We have not many Ceremonies , becauſe we know that God doth princi- 
pally delight in Spiritual Services, and becauſe men are apt to be content 
with outward Rites , if they beſo multiplied that they may have ſome pre- 
tence that they will diſpence for inward truth. But as that fancy is fooliſh 
in it ſelf , though they were never ſy many, fo here it is warily prevented : 
for we have but two great Rites of External Worſhip ; A Sacred Font of 
pure Water , in which we conſecrate our Children to the Redeemer of the 
World, who was incarnate for ourſakes; and a Holy Table, at which we 
frequently commemorate the Love of our Saviour who died for us. | 
x [ way not forget one particular Charity which a Theoſebius doth frequent- 2 4 werſhipper 
; ly perform,and that is PiousOrations in which he doth ſo plainly reveal to 7 ©** 
1 the People the Nature of Vercue, that they ſeem to ſee her come down from 
Heaven,and ſtand in the midſt of them when he ſpeaks ; and they cannot but 
F fall in love with her , whilſt he makes exhortations to them to reſign them- 
£ ſelves to her love and ſervice, being infinitely taken with the perſon and ar- 
guments of the ſpokeſman that wooes for her. 
Sometimes he numbers to them the chief Precepts of Wiſdom , that they 
may leave none out of their memories , and find them there more readily for 
praGiſe. Otherwhiles he demonſtrates to them how vaſtly the Reward doth 
exceed all the duties of Obedience, that they way more plainly ſee how good 
a Maſter they ſerve, and fo both work more chearfully , and fear to offend 
one whom they have ſo much reaſon to pleaſe. Sometimes he ſhows them 
how the Rules of Truth have been verified inrare Examples of true Saints , kt 
and thoſe of theſame rank and ſtate of life with themſelves, that they may iy 
not think Holineſs impracticable except ina few , nor a heavenly life, ſuch a | 
high thing as ordinary people ſhould nor aſpire unto ; and then they will | 
bluſh and weep to ſee how imperfed they are in compariſon of others. At 0- | ; 


ther times he takes occafion to diſcover thefoily of ſuch , as envying them- 
ſelves the happineſs which God hath propounded, deprive themſelves of the 
glory of a good life, by Sloth, Hypocriſie,and the 'ove of ſenſual Pleaſures. By 
theſe convictions they find vain joys to begin to dye in their hearts,and they 
preſently excite themſelves to a vigorous purſuit of Goodneſs, & ſtrive after 
a portion ina happy Immortality.When he mentions the DivineThreatnings, | 
or reproves ſinners, which he never doth publickly , but for moſt weighty | 
cauſes, they think it thunders.; though the terror which ſeizeth upon them + HOW 
E doth not proceed from loudneſs and noiſe,but the ſmart penetration of Rea- | i 
þ ſon & Love,which ſhine ſo clearly in his CorreGions, that the Offendor can- in 
not but grieve for himſeif,when he ſees ſuch a worthyPerſon C:rry for him firſt. T4: 
Our daily Incenſe is Fervent Prayer; our Oblations are Holy Hymns; the Wl || 
Altar upon which we offer, is the Love of God. OurPrayers are ſuch as no | bt. | 
U -2 | good 4! 
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pood man will refuſe toſay ; for we do with all poſſible prudence expreſs 


this ſort of dependance upon our Heavenly Father, begging of him both ſuch 
things as our own Neceſſities do mind us of, and thoſe which an univerſal 
Charity doth require-us to ask for all the World. 

Our Hymns are compos'd to miniſter unto Thankſgiving ; for,as we think 
our ſelves, and that truly, happy that God is our Patron ; ſo we hold our 
ſelves perpetually obliged toacknowledg the Benignity of our Benefactor, 
to whoſe Good-will we owe whatſoever we have. Our ſongs are uſual] y de- 
ſign'd to celebrate the Praiſes of the great Creator and moſt merciful Re- 
deemer of the World : but Theoſebizs doth ſo prudently order the Ditties, 
that if we do not forget them we ſhall have a particular remembrance of the 
Divine Benefits ; by which means he hath both prevented the vileneſs of In- 
gratitude , and kept in our minds every thing , for which we are to give 
thanks , as the pious Love of our Parents, the Supplies by which he made 
their Deaths leſs affliive, all means of good Education which concurr'd to 
the happy inſtruction of our Youth, Sufficiency of external accommodations, 
good accompliſhment of our Buſineſſes, and ſucceſs in our Undertakings, 
deliverance from great Dangers at Land or Sea, recoveries from Sin, Vertuous 
Friends, by whoſe Counſels and Examples we have been incouraged to bear 
up againſt the ſpirit of the wicked world , the infinite Love of our Re- 
deemer , the Aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt , the knowledg of true Religion, 
the enjoyment of the Scriptures, and ſuch like. 

Amerimnus baving given them this account of ® Theoſebius,was now going to 
makean Apology for the length of his Speech,when b Phroneſia return'd and 
ſaved him that labour , by acquainting the Company that Theoſebirs did ex- 
pe& them at the Temple. When they were come thither , they perceiv'd by 
the manner after which it was built, that the people did not eſteem all Coſt 
thrown away which is ſpent any where but in their own houſes ; for it was 
a moſt deleQable place, and ſo adorn'd with light ſome Windows, and conve- 
nient Seats for all.ſorts of Worſhippers, that as all were well pleas'd with 
the Houſe of Prayer, ſo the poor thought themſelves highly honoured there ; 
for though their Homes were far meaner than many enzoy'd whom they ſaw 
there, yet here they equall'd them ; which ſtirr'd up their hearts to think 
of the Kingdom of Heaven ; for they thought the nearer they came to that 
State, the leſſe difference they ſhould find 1n their Manſions. 

Theoſebius received them with that welcome which one of his Princely 
Temper muſt needs beſtow upon thoſe concerning whom he had fram'd ex- 
traordinary thoughts : but he was more eſpecially glad of their Company, 
becauſe he thought his Prayers and Worſhip would be more acceptable 
when they help'd the performance , and that God would be more willing to 
beſtow his Bleſſing among them when ſo many of his friends were preſent. 

Having finiſh'd their uſual Devotions, he conducted them unto his Houſe, 
where he gave them that entertainment which he thought would moſt an» 
ſwer their deſires, and was himſelf the greateſt part of it ; for he admini- 
ſtred rare content to them all by his pious Diſcourſes. When Dinner was 
ended, © Panaretws giving him hearty thanks for the delight which by his 
means he receivedat the Temple, and particularly from the holy Song which 
was ſung and accompanied with a ſoft Organ, which he prais'd for the rare 
connexion of proper Notes and Excellent Words ; but wondring that the 
people expreſs'd it with ſuch an exa& harmony of well agreeing Voices ; 
he ask'd 4 Theoſebias how he had brought them to that perfeQion of artificial 
Singing : and Further demanded of him , whether ſome were not offended at 
that ſort of Muſick, as too carnal a thing , and unfit to þe us'd in the vo Ip 
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of God » both becauſe mens Minds are apt to be more atteutive to the art- 
fice of the Compolſure, and the pleaſure of Senſe; than to the praiſe of God 
which is deſign'd to be rais'd by it ; and alfo becauſe [ have heard, quoth 
he, that in ſome places ſuch are imployed in playing upon the Organ and 0- 
ther Inſtruments, or in accompanying them with their Voices, which are ſo 
far from being acceptable to the God of Heaven , that . by their prophane 
lives they are grievous to good men upon Earth. LIL 

I am much pleas'd , quoth 2 Theoſebizs , with your freedom of talk, and 1 grey oy) 
am heartily glad that you will by any argument occaſion the continuance of and are un the 
our Conferences ; and asto the particulars of your demand, I ſhall endea- poſition of 
vour to give you ſatisfaftion, That Mulick 1s advantagious to good men in __. 7 Ther 
the ſervice of God, ſeems to me a thing eaſie to be put out of queſtion. It ſervice of Gog, 
is well known that it hath a great Influence upon the Spirits, and a rare 7 1% 4: 
power to work upan the Afﬀections: It is confeſs'd alf, that Aﬀedtionate- 
neſs is the Life of our Devotions: That aſſiſtance therefore muſt needs be 
commendable which doth cheriſh that eſſential quality of Religious addreſ- 
ſes , without which they would be rejected. If my Experience were a thing 
to be quoted, I could truty lay, that by the Exaitation of rais'd Aﬀedctions 
I have found the good agreement which Muſick hath with Divine Service. 

When we give thanks, we ſhould do jt with Joy,and that is exceedingly pro- 

moted by fit Songs both by reaſon of the ſweetneſs of Poeſie, and the melody 

of good Notes : for which reſpeds I ſuppoſe Mnſick wasus'd of old in the 

famous Temple of Þ Skiamelluſes ; and we find Pſalms and Hymns continu- b 4 hadow of 
ed in the Inſtitutions and pradiiſe of © Anaxanaton , though he made a great © 7%, kms of 
change in the Worſhip of thoſe dayes. By which we underſtand that artifi- kings 

cial aſſiſtances of Devotion are not ſo carnal as to merit rejecion ; and that fo = rene 
regard to order of wordsand ſounds which makes Verſes ryme, and agree Fr | x 
ment of ſelec Notes which makes the Tune ,'do no: neceſſarily withdraw "1: 

from attending upon God , who is in that way prais'd. But leſt the people | 
ſhould receive harm 1n this point , becauſe our Sonps are accorded to an [n- 
ſtrument ; I have often told them, That in Divine ſervice there is no Har- 
mony, without the Heart doaccompany every part of the performance ; and 
if that Inſtrument be not us'd or out of tune, they ſing to themſelves, not to 
God. I do alſoexhorr them frequently to mind the ſenſe of every Song more 
than the ſound of the Words, and nor loſe their ſpiritual Joys in the al/ure- 
ments of audible pleaſure , which is abus'd when it doth not ſerve to !ift up 
the Soul more afteGionately to God, Our Dittiesare both ſo holy , that any 
good man will be content to bear a part in them when they are ſung , and ſo 
plain, that they conſort with mean underſtandings, and ave for the moſt part 
ſet to ſuch familiar Notes, that vuigar Auditors eaſily. learn the Air. The | 
Compoſer is ſtill charg'd toavoid many fractions ; and when any new Tune | | 
is appointed, they are willing to obſerve it carefully till they have got it in '7 
their memories. If they have not the words which are ſung by heart , they | 
have Copies of them given tq,them , which they will wake their own ; for 

they do not grudge time or pains to further their ſervice of God. Thus they 

accommodate their Voices without any diſturbance to their Minds and the 

intention of their affecions is both more engaged and furthered. 

As for the other partof your diſcourſe, ] am wholly of your opinion, 
that the Unworthineſs of Wicked Artiſts doth not only make the Muſick 
unacceptable to God , becauſe they live our of tune to their holy Songs, but 
alſo juſtly offenſive to good men, who think it ſo odious a Jar to {ing une 
partand pradiiſe another, that they can ſcarce endure to hear it. But I have 
alwaies had a great care , leſt our Muſick ſhould be ſpoil'd with ſuch untu- 
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Bentibolio and Urania. Book 1V. 


aOne free from gable Inſtruments ; and I am fure that ® Amiantus, who is Maſter of the 


Quire, will admit none but ſuch whoſe Converſation doth very well accord 
with their Profeſſion. 

T give you thanks, b Theoſebizs, quoth © Panaretws, not only for reſolving 
my queſtion , but becauſe you have vindicated ſo good a thing from great a- 
buſe, and made it fit for the praiſe of the beſt God. 

Then Theoſebizs broke oft their Conferences by deſiring them to retire to 
a Grotte which he had upon a clear River which ran through his Garden, 
where they might both avoid the heat of the weather and enjoy the plea- 
ſure of further Intercourſe. 

When they were come thither, ſome of his chief Muſicians, plac'd ina 
Room which he had built for ſuch purpoſes , began to perform ſuch ſele& 
Muſick as he had appointed for their entertainment. Amongſt many other 
excellent Songs , one was compos'd in defence of Church-Muſick. There 
Harmony reveal'd the utmoſt power of its C,veetneſs, not ſo wuch to pleaſe, 
as to produce thoſe effe&s which would witneſs its Uſefulneſs in ſuch ap- 
plications. Some ſpeak againſt it which never heard it, and ſoare ignorant 
of its Nature; for it ſelf only can expreſs its profitable delight , which 
when it doth , the a@Qion hath ſome reſemblance of that of a handſome Lim- 
ner when he draws his own Picure. 

T have a Manuſcript written by 4 Amerimnrus, and as I turn'd it over one 
day , I chanc'd happily to find the fore-mentioned Ditry : The Notes were 
there too, but they were prick'd ina Character which hath been out of uſe 
in theſe latter years. The words were theſe : 


l. 
We fing to him whoſe Wiſdom form'd the Fav ; 


Our ſongs let Him who pave us Voices hear : 

We joy in God who is the T—_ of Mirth , 
Whoſe Love's the Harmony of Heaven and Earth 
Our humble Sonnets ſhall that Praiſe reherſe 
Which is the Muſick of the Univerſe. 


CHORUS. "I 


And whilſt} we ſing we conſecrate Our Art , 
And offer up with every Tongue a Heart. 


: IT. 


Thus whilft our Thoughts grow Audible in Words , 
And th Body with the raviſh'd Souls accords , 


We hallow Pleaſure , and redeem the Voice 

From vulgar Uſes to ſerve noble Foyes. 

Whilſt hollow wood and well-tun'd Strings do give 
Praiſes, the Dumb and Dead both ſpeak axd live. 


: CHORUS. 


Thas whilſt we ſing we conſecrate our Art , 
And offer up with every Tongue a Heart. 
Through chearful Air with quicker wings we fiy, 
4 make our Labour ſweet with Melody. 
Thus we do imitate the Heavenly © wires , 
' And with High Notes lift up more Raisd Defires. 
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And that above we may be ſure to know 
Our Parts, we prattiſe often here Below. 


CHORUS. 


Ara whilſt we ſing we x win our Art, 
And offer up with every Tongue a Heart. 


When they had ended this Song , * Theoſebius commanded them at Ura- LOO 
»ia's requeſt to ſing the Hymn which they heard in the Temple in the morn- g / oradent 
ing : and when they had done, Hranis talked ſoftly ro> Phronefia , who ſate woman. 
next to her, and asked her who made the words of that Hymn. I know not, 
quoth Phroneſia ; but as you may gueſs by the ſenſe of the wards, they ſeem 
ro be ſung in Heaven by Good Angels and Men , when they deſign to expreſs 
the worthy Praiſes ofthe Creator and Redeemer. Aud to acquaint you with 
what I have heard , my Son's Good Genius knowing that he-ug'd to ſing ſuch 
Ditties,threw the Copy one day into the window of his Study; and they are 
ſo taken withthe deſign of the Song , that they ſing it frequently. T deſire 

rania,to have a Copy of it. Yau ſhall comwand it,quoth Phroneſta;. 
and withall rooKk ont one which by chance ſhe had in her Packet. And that 
my Readers may know what kind of Hymns they wy © Theoprepia ,1 will . The divine 
ſet it down. I cannot ſay that it is a perfe& Copy, but I received it from **** 
one of {H{ranie's friends, who with her good leave tranſcrib'd it , and ſent it 
to me. It wasas followeth ; 


Ve ur thee, God ; Thy works do make us know | Angels, 

Both who's the Author, and what praiſe we awe. 

When thou didſt leave the Regions ef that Lyht, 

Which is ſo great it blinds Created bt, 

Thou wrappa'ft Thy-ſelf in darker light, that we 

Might the Creator through thick Cryſtal ſee. 

Thy Power and Wiſdome, equally above 

Our reach, are thus brought down by bigher Love. 

Heaven is thy Throne, | Feotſtool Egrih, the Sea 

Some drops r ta o great Spring : The chearfull Day 

Glances from thy bright Eyes : the Starry Night 

Takes from the les of thy Veſt its Light. 

All Orders of Created Being ſay | 

With different tongues thy praiſes, as they may. 

Whatever is, or grows, or uſeth Senſe, 

Reaſon tedrdof, » pure Intelligence ; 

Whatever ſwims, or creeps , or goes , or flies, 

Doth, when we bleſs Thee , echo to the 5hies. 
Thy Works will praiſe Thee : whilſt Thou mak |t us be, 
At once we find our ſelves, Great God, and Thee. 


And we poor Men, through whuſe great fault the World, + Mea. 
Unbing'd by fin, was into Raines hurl'd, 

C ws bes je ſinners, have mare ca ſe than Jeu, 
Bleſt Angels, as we can, this work to do. 

The Son of God, made Man for us forlors, 
That we might live, diſdain'd nit to be born 
And when our Stains requir'd a y flead, 


He ſaw our need, aud waſh'd us in His Bliod. 
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e Codlineſs, 


Heaven is new open'd, He hath made 4 Dore 

For all that do repent , and ſin no more. 

He by his Love ended the diſmal ſtrife ; 

Hell's hope is fruſtrate ; Death's the way to Life, 

Which grows Immortal from the hallow'd Grave : 

How can we _ but ſing ; whey Godwill ſave ? 
For fince-He's pleas'd the ruin'd World to raiſe, 
It is but juſt it ſhould fall down in Praiſe. 


Archangels throw their Crowns before Thy feet. 
Old Patriarchs and Prophets bow before Thee ; 
Apoſtles and the Holy. Church adore Thee. 


All Heavenly Powers do in thy re meet ; 


We offer praiſe becauſe we kept our Place. 
| HW [of jak Refor' : of od thy Grace : 
'Tis One great Sun _ Glory ſhines ſo bright 
Is Heaven ; Men. And fills this lower world with Light, 
By Thy bleſt Influence, O Holy Dove, 
Mex are inſpir'd ; Ang. And Angels taught to love. 


CHORUS. 


We bleſs Thee, God, the Father of us all, 

And celebrate the World's Original. 

The Heavens and earth, made and reſtor'd by Thee, 
Fon Praiſes in a gratefull Harmony. 

Accept our thankful Hymn, though ſuch poor laies 
Fall ave” ſhort of worthy Praiſe. 

And ſince, Great Source of Being, we can never 


Praiſe Thee enough, we'l ſing ana praiſe Thee evex. 
After the Song was cnded they ſpent the reſt of the Afternoon in the ſpa- 


a — cious walks of # fair Garden, and by various diſcourſe made 2 Theoſebins 


bring forth thoſe rich Treaſuries of Divine Knowledg which he had laid 
into his Soul by frequent Meditations in the ſame place. When the Evening 
began to ſpread her duskiſh wings, they haſten'd to Phroneſia's houſe, and 
took Theoſebius along with them. 

When Supper was ended , b Nicomachus defired leave that he might pro- 
pound two or three Queſtions to Theoſebires ; which keing chearfully grant- 
ed, he began thus : I have been told , quoth he, in© Vanaſembla, that if one 
do but deſire and entertain a purpoſe to go into your Country, that he ſhall 
be carried thither immediately without any more adoe. No, quoth T heoſe- 
bius,all Forreigners mult take the pains to travail , or elſe their Wiſhes and 
Reſolutions will never bring them hither. If I be not miſinform'd, your £x- 
perience will witneſs what I have ſaid to be true ; you found not the paſ- 
ſage free from all difficulty. But the borderers , eſpecially one called © He- 
micalius , who though he dwels near unto us would never come among us, 
hath rais'd many ridiculous and falſe tales concerning Theoprepia. Others, 
quoth Nicomachie, ſay, that you live a very Melancholick life in « Euſebia. 
They were never there which told you that , quoth Theoſebixs ; you have 
ſeen the contrary. They are unreaſonable people who condemn ſuch as 
they do not know. We do not live diſcontentedly , for then we ſhould be 
miſerable; neither do we abandon Joy , for ſo we ſhould become Stones : 
if 
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if we would live withour the ſenſe of humane things, we ſhonld be forc'd 

to pull our Hearts out of our Bodies. But we know that there is a ſort of 

Maſculine Pleaſure, which doth recreate and ennoble the Soul : and wedare 

not fink our ſelves in the Voluptuouſneſs of Senſe , leſt we ſhould ſtick faſt 

in Mare, as we have underſtood that they: all do who will know no reaſons 

of Telight > Þut ſuch as are derived from brutiſh Relliſhes and dull corre\- 
ndencies with the Worſe part. 

You take great pains for Knowledg , quoth icomachus. Is Wiſdom ſo 
difficult? or wuſt you needs know every thing? why do you do it? Becauſe 
we believe, quoth Theoſebizzs , that God will not actept of Ignorance for a 
good plea. But they ſay ,quoth Nicomach ,that your labour is never at an 
end. There is good reaſon for that , quoth Theoſebizs, for our ſtate conſiſts 
in habitual Goodneſs, and that isnot to be attain'd without many Ads ; and 
beſides this we ſcek a noble prize of our diligence, Eternal Bleſſednefſe. Is 
that then, quoth Nitomachws , the great End of all your Induſtry ? Yes, 
quoth Theoſebirs. But methinks we need not doubt , ſaid Nitomachus , but 
God will give us that, although we ſhould not ſtrive ſo much for it, becauſe 
he knows that we are weak. No, ſaid Theoſebize , we have no hope to make 
Imbecillity the refuge of Idlenefſe, ſince we find God is ready to help us to 
do all things that he requires of us. But what need you beſo careful every 
day ? ſaid Nicomachws. Becauſe , quoth Theoſebius, We ſhall be judg'd for e- 
very day. But what need you do this more than others? ſaid Nicomachuc : 
Many do not trouble themſelves ſo much. Becauſe we ſee , ſaid T] heoſebius, 
that many are ſtupid, and wind not their concernments, and we have no ſuch 
eſteem of thoſe whom we pity for their Errours , as to make them exempla- 
ry to our ſelves. Why, quoth Ncomachws, do you often vilifie the Intereſts 


| of this world, as they ſay you do ? Becauſe, quoth Theoſebixs , we ſee them _ 


deſert thoſe who have courted them with moſt ſervile aſfe&ions. Since 
you have attain'd a great PerfeGtion, quoth NVzcomachas, Why do you trouble 
your ſelf any further ? Some think you are more burdenſome to your ſelf 
then you need to be. To this Theoſe 1th replied, They which do but imper- 
fe&ly underſtand their own condition, cannot ſo well pronounce concern- 
ing others ; bur I am aſſured that if I ſhould ſlack my endeavours to grow 
better, I ſhould wax worſe ; and ſo-fall into a doubtfull hope of Happineſs, 
and after that into a certain fear of Miſery. Thoſe which reſolve to fit down 
upon the Hill-ſide , will never reach the Top ; and if they fall aſleep there, 
peradyenture they may tumble down again. I deſpair of obtaining my End, 
which I have told you, but by Perſeverance; atidI have no hope of thar, 
but by vigilant Care, and conſtant Progreſſions. | 

There Nicomachus broke off his diſcourſe, praying pardon of the Compa- 

ny that he had continued it ſo long, and by his ſpeech occafion'd their ſi- 
lence : and fince it begun to be late, Phrozeſis acquainted the Company, 
that if they pleas'd, ſhe would wait upon them the next morning to the 
healthful Plains of Sophroſyne, and deſired Theoſebrus , to make them one more 
with his company. Thenoble Travailers ſignifying a thankful conſent to a 
motion which contain'd ſo gmch Civility , they ended the Conferences of 
that Night. SIDES 

| Inthe Morning Phroneſia riſing Tomething earlier than ordinary , though 
ſhe was never late in bed , having prepar'd all things neceſſary for their 
Journey , conduged her friends towards Soþhroſyne with ſuch a convenient 
Equipage, that they eaſily perceived that true Prudenceextends it ſelf to 
all things. They cawe ina little time tothe borders , which wereadorn'd 
- with plenty of ancient Trees ; and having travail'd a little way through 
| X the 
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the pleaſant Woods , they came to old Sephron's Seat, His houſe was built 
with the plain ſtone of the Country , noc adorn'd with Pillars of forreign 
Marble , or rich Coluwns of Corinthian Brafle ; nor furniſh'd with over- 
worn Statues of ſuch as had nothing elſe Þy which they could be remembted; 
neither were the rooms furniſh'd with ſtately beds of Ivory,or golden Gob- 
lets : inſtead of the trouble of ſuch dangerous houſe-hold-ſtuffe they had 
plain Utenſils, and were ſerv'd in Earthen Veſſels , were content with a oy 
and forn!'d their deſires according to the proportion of true Neceſſity. 


* A temperate One of * Sophroy's Sons. (for old Sophrom was dead,) that had in nothing de- 


man. 


Temperance, 


— 


generated f:om his Father , met them in one of his Walks , and conduged 
them into his Houſe ; where they found all things appointed with reſpe&s 
to a decent Soberneſs , and ſaw that they were as far from Sordidneſs as from 
a luxurious Delicacy. 

After uſual ſalutations and civil entertainment perform'd after the man- 
ner of Sophroſyne , Bentivolio, according to his cuſtom enter'd upon diſ- 
courſes ſutable unto his deſign , and acquainted Sophron that as amongſ; the 
many ſingular Courteſies done to themby Phronefia, they eſteem'd it a great 
honour to be accompanied by her to his houſe, ſo he deſired Sophroz , to fa- 
vour him and his Friends with the Knowledg of their Manners, and the rea- 
ſons of their Diſcipline , which they had heard to be the moſt conformable 
to Humane Nature of any in the World. 

_Thavenothing to ſay , replied the Modeſt Sophron, in praiſe of our Cu- 
Foms in compariſon of others ; but what they are you ſhall ſoon know. 
Since the Roots of Inmortality wither'd in Paradiſe, Life hath not been 

urchaſable in Fee-ſimple ; and therefore our Anceſtors took thought how 
a might improve their Time during their Leaſe; and perceiving that 
they were to enjoy it in joint Tenancy with the Body , they took what care 
they could to make It leaſt cumberſome to the Soul, that the Spirir might 
be more content to dwell withit , and moreable toaccompliſh its ations, 
without diſturbance from ſuch a dull Companion. The chief thing which 
they found advantageous to theſe purpoſes was an univerſal Temperance : 
and this they eſteem'd neceſſary to their Deſign , both becauſe ſome in a ve- 
ry ſhort time forfeit their Leaſe of life, by the negle& of Moderation , and 
though a longer ſpace was allowed to them , they fooliſhly ſhorten it , and 
ſcarce our-live the rime of a Gourd ; and others ſo diſ-enable themſelves by 
the Effe&s of Intemperance, that they live toas ſmall purpoſe as if they had 
never been born , and in the cloſe die as unwillingly as a Beaſt catch'd ina 
ſnare. 

Health is our Pleaſure ; and our Riches, Content with competent Por- 
tions. We emulate nothing but the Simplicity of our Anceſtors : we think 
that we thenenjoy our Body as we ſhould , when we keep it ſubſervient to 
a thoughtfull Soul. We look upon it as an Inne where we are to ſojourne 
few days , and provide ſuch accommodations as are proportionable to the 
ſtay which we are to make: but ottr principal Employment is to prepare 
our ſelves for the eſtate, which awaits us at Home, and to do ſuch things here 
as will prove beneficial tous when we come thither. All that we deſire by 
the way , 15a healthful Chearfulneſs , and a ſerviceable Temper ; and&theſe 
we obtainand ſecure, by denying ſatisfaQion to all unreaſonable Appetites 
which , as we have obſerved , whereſvever they are indulg'd , deſtroy thoſe 
who are ſo fooliſh as to be in love with them. 

If the Inſtances be lawful in which men pleaſe themſelves, we wonder 
why they tranſgreſs their Bounds ; for then they diſpleaſe : and fince God 
hath commanded us not-to paſs the limits which he hath ſet, weeſteem ir 


moſt 
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moſt unworthy to offend, becauſe he never forbids till the Exceſs hurt us, 
When men chuſe unlawful inſtances , we areaſtoniſh'd at their brutiſhneſs, 
becauſe the allow'd are better ; beſides that they leave no gall in the Con- 
[CIENCE- | | 
If men pretend a joy in ſuch freedoms as they fancy,and then rifle to them- 
ſelves, we think they are ſufficiently puniſh'd for their boldneſs by the ſad 
dyſcraſies of their wrong'd bodies, as the Surfeits of Gluttony, the Vomits 
of unmeaſur'd Drinking , the Crudities of indigeſted Varieties ; which are 
the Roots of afflictive Diſeaſes, unclean effe&s of beſtial Luſt, diſhonourable 
Sickneſs, ſleepleſs nights , diſturb'd Dreams , and untimely Death ; beſides 
what is to be expected in another World. | =- 
Whilſt we ſee ſuch things to be the neceſſary conſequences of a diſſolute 
life, we pleaſe our ſelves in a ſober preſervation of our bodily Comforts; 
and what we have we injoy without the checks of a diſcontented Soul : ours 
muſt needs be far from reproaching the Pleaſures which it help'd us to pro- 
cure: we preſerye and recover the body by the Soul ; a diſcreet obſerva- 
tion of ovir Conſtitutions is our chief Phyſick. Whilſt a Holy Soul dwells in 
a healthful Body , it hath an Antepaſt of their fyture and better Conjun- 
&ion. The Senſitive part isapt to be miſtaken,and frequently makes the Soul 
ſuffer for itsErrors ; and therefore we keep , a ſtri& watch upon its Tenta- 
tions, leſt it exceed due Proportions in the Quantity of Meats and Drinks, 
or be too curious as to the Qualities of either. As we avoid Exceſs , ſo,we 
are careful to uſe things which adminiſter proper Nouriſhment ; and of 
thoſe we think our ſelves well provided, if we have ſuch as ſecure our End: 
the End of Eating , and Drinking is Health , and the End of Health ; the em- 
ployment of Soul and Body in worthy ations. Ep 

Weare not troubled with the incivility,of offering great meaſures of drink 
by way of Complement; we eſteem it no great Courteſie in any man to in- 
vite us to drown our ſelves either in Water, or Wine: It isa great abuſe of 
good nature to pleaſe another with our own hurt , and no leſs folly to pre- 
tend a regard to ſome friends Health , and at the ſame time to deſpiſe our 
Own. | : | 

We care not for delicate Odours , ſweet Herbs are enough ; and inſtead 
of curious Meats, and Drinks, we chuſe thoſe which have a leſs troubleſome 
preparation , and give more natural ſatisfa&ion. Yet we are not ignorant 
that there are different Tempers of Body,and Uſes of Life ; and therefore we 
can tell how to allow that to others, which we take not toour ſelves ; but we 
are wary alſo to diſtinguiſh between the true Infirmity of a weak Stomach, 
and the Curioſities of a fantaſtical Palate. 

Hunger,and Thirſt , are our beſt Sauce ; and we are not ſo laviſh in the 
expence of them; but that we ſtill keep ſome to reliſh our next meal ; and 
therefore though we have dined , or ſupped , we riſe not without ſome Ap- 
petite. To what purpoſe ſhould a man for ſo poor a gain as a fick dulneſs 
endeavour to eat as much as he can ? | SED 

* Sometimes we have moderate Feaſts, but they are always proportion'd to 
the juſt conſiderations of the Number, and Quality, of our Company : and 
thoſe who are entertain'd, do then more eſpecially mind their Rules, know- 
ing that their Vertue is under a Tryal : and though we allow a greater mea- 
ſare of time for Converſe,and Chearfulreſs is not prohibited ; yet we ſo or- 
der the matter, that we way not indiſpoſe our ſelves for what we have to 
do , by ſitting too long ; and do both deceive our Palate with the beſt Dil- 
courſe , which we areable to furniſh at the Table ; and cauſe the Cloth to 
be taken away , when we perceiye the Gompany have eaten, and drunk e- 

nough. X 2  _Imvft 
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I muſt confeſs that we are more ſtri& in theſe Obſervations, becauſe by 
this means we endeavour to way-lay an inconvenience which others accele- 
rate by Excefs inmeats, and drinks: forby that , one ſort of Intemperance 
minifters to another ; and of the latter, we are more afraid , then the former, 
becauſe it is more diſhonourable : but. if that were equal, we would be 


loath that any thing ſhould make ourBody ſo diſobedient to the Government 


of our Soul , that it ſhould be provoke by its own negligence, to luſtful 


Sympathies , and be deſtroy'd by the Beaſt which it could have maſter'd , if 


it had not fed it too high. The Pleaſures of Abſtinence, havea rare guſt, be- 
ing fweetn'd with fubfervjence to Chaſtity , by which we preſerve the Ho- 
nour and Strength of our Bodies. And fince the beſt of Spirits, who is the 
Love of all Noble Souls; doth ever refuſe the Manſion which is diſgrac'd 


+4 wameof the With bodily Uncleanneſs, and doth moſt ofall abhor to be lodg'd with *.4ſ- 


Devil who is a modes - 
cruel and foul 


Spirie. 


therefore we do ſo far abandon the uſe of all diſhoneſt Pleaſures . 
that we keep the very thoughts of them from defiling our Minds, and eſteem 
thoſe which are with juſt limitations allow'd to be then ſtrifly forbidden, 
when they are not join'd with abundance of Temperance, and hallow'd with 
a great deal of Modeſty. EE 

We are more exfily defended from the danger of theſe Pollutions when we 
come to riper years, becaufe our Wiſe Parents took great care that the Mo- 
deſty of our young Nature might not beraviſh'd withevil Examples,lighr 
Diſcourſes, obſcene Books, or wanton pidures , and that the unſpottedneſs 
of our Virgin-life might not be ſtain'd with bad Company , laſcivious 
Dances , or the miſchiefs which conſtantly attend upon an [dle life. Idle- 
neſs is eſteem'd with us no better than it deſerves, that is, an Ignoble thing 
and thofe who know not , nor will practiſe ſome good Art, are accounted 
uſeleſs members of the Creation. u 


« % 
\* 


For other particulars wherein we haveno ſet Rules, we guide our ſelves 
by the beſt Examples , and incline to that part which is moſt ſevere to the 
Flefh , keeping in allthings a decorum with the Prudence of univerſal Mode- 
ration. But that I amafraid to be troubleſome to your patience , I would 
tell you alfo that we do more heedfully obſerve the Orders of our Ance- 
ſtorþecauſe we have heard and know it to be true, that the Divine ſpark 
which is plac'd in the conſtitution of our Souls , can ſcarce be diſcern'd 
where it is, when it is incompaſs'd with an Atmoſphere of bodily Fumes ; 
and that it is alwaies unfitted for its higheſt operations , when it 1s clogg'd 
with turbulent Paſſions. Converſe with Ged, is the top of our Joy ; and 
we cannot aſcend to him but in a ſerene Calm of Soul , no more than we can 
ſee the Sun when it is muffledup in thick Clouds. 

We do nat defire to be buried alive : which miſery we ſhould think to 
befall us , if the Eye of our Soul , were darkened to the ſight of our beſt 
Good, the guſt of our preſent and future Happineſs dull'd , and the hopes 
and deſires of Immortality choak'd in us, and the power of the Soul , by 
which ir lifts it ſelf up to the atrainment of celeſtial life, depreſs'd or extin- 

guiſh'd. And ſince we find that an immoderate reſentment of fleſhly Plea- 
ſure doth perverſly aim at ſuch diſhonorable Ends, we abandon it, being ſo 
far in love with the Dignity of Humane Nature , that we ſcorn to degenerate 
into Brutes through ſuch mean perſwaſions ;3 but we ſubjugate our Fleſhiy 
part to advance the honour and liberty of our Minds, having obſerv'd that 
men of the beft govern'd Aﬀe&ions have ever attain'd the greateſt excellen- 
cies of Judgment. | 


1 way of life, we provide fewel 


Whilſt we content our ſelves witha F 
for charity , and redeem ſomething to beſtow upon ſuch as want , from la- 
P viſh 
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viſh Entertainments , ſuperfluous varieties of Gay Clothes, and nultitudes 
of neeAleſs Houſes. In ſhort, To the prudent Inſtitutions of our good Fa- 

ther, we OWE an excellent Health, an agile Body ,unhurt Senſes, quiet Sleeps, 

a peacefull Soul , ſerene Contemplations ; a ſymmetry of Paſſions;, freedom 

from ſhamefull Luſt, and after a contented Life,from which we part with lit- 

tle trouble of Body , but whoſe remembrance is ſo acceptable.to our Mind, 

that if we were to live it over again , we ſhould repeat it according to the 

ſame Rules. Une 

When Sophron had finiſh'd his Diſcourſe , he defir'd them ta walk into a 
little Grove, which joind to his Garden, and thereby an ocular demonſtra- 
tion, he ſhow'd them what pleaſure way be found in a Little ; agd by what 
way Wiſe men make the half", mire than the whale : for, with Herbs, Roots, 
Fruits, Milk, Hony, Bread, and the native Wine, which he call'd by another 
Name, he made a Feaſt, which was a PraGiſe upon his former Rules: 

But this firſt part of the Entertainment was” far exceeded by that which 
follow'd ; which was a rare Diſcourſe manag'd by two young Ladies , of 
which I ſhall give an account by and by. | | 

It may be, ſome Reader will wonder why I do ſo much magnifie this ſort 
of Entertainment : and becauſe I have mentior'dit divers times, will now 
give the reaſon of that « Theoprepian Cuſtom. You muſt know that although a Divio, 
the Theoprepians did frequently retire themſelves to Contemplarion and 
Piety , and had appointed ſele& Places remov'd out of the Noiſe of the Tu- 
multuous world as fitteſt for Education ; yet they were not ignorant of 
thoſe Advantages which way be had in Converſe with others: and it was 
received as a common Opinion amongſt them , That Ingenious Conference 
i5 one of the moſt pleaſant ſorts of Recreation, and a moſt profitable,as well 
as deleQable , exerciſe of our Natures ; ſince by this means every one doth 
reach and learn, and by a free Communication of Souls ina liyely and vigo- 
rous way of Knowledg , enjoy a delight as far above that which is attainable 
in loneſome life , as an excellent Song of many Parts is above the pleafure of 
a ſingle Voice, or at leaſt as the performance of a good Compoſition with fir 
Voices and Inſtruments paſſes the mute joy which one cantake by looking 
upon a Song prick'd in a Book, The Theoprepians being us'd to this way, 
and having confirm'd their love to it by the experienceof the Benefit which 
they reap'd from it, lighted thoſe mean Sports which ravel out the time of 
other people, and leave them diſcontented when they ſee to what little pur- 
pole they have ſpent it. Leſt their Conference ſhould be tedious if they 
managed it always after the ſame faſhion, they have learn'd to vary the Mode 
of their Diſcourſes with nuch pleaſing Change, Sometimes they put Que- 
ſtions, that they way enjoy the Learning and Knowledg of each other in their 
Anſvers. Sometime they make it their task to recite Examples of Noble 
Precepts by which the poſſibility of the higheſt Vercues is demonſtrated. 

At other times, by obſerving the happy Succeſſes of Good men , they encou- 

rage themſelves in the purſuit of that Holineſs which they praQtis'd. Some- 

times they recount the ſad Cataſtrophes of Splendid Tyrants., and take a 

view of the true Miſerableneſs of Fortunate Wickedneſs. And ather-whiles 

they make little Orations, in which they declare and commend the Exce!- 

lency of ſome particular Vertue. That day * Evergeſia and © Philothea b Brneficence. 
were appointed toa loving conteſt for the Priority of the Graces which © 7% Love of | 
they bore in their Names ; and Phroneſia having acquainted {{ranir with * * 

the defign the Night before , prevail'd with her to do them the Honour 

tO accept of the Moderator's Chair, and with a ſhort ſpeech to determine 

the Controverſie according t0 her own moſt excellent judgment, Taking | 


her 
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her by the hand ſhe led her to her Place, and having ſet the two Ladies 


- Ewergeſia and Philathea inthe midſt upon two green Seats, all the Company 


A Diſcourſe 
concerni 
the excellen- 


ey ofCharity, 


being diſpos'd round about in a convenient Circle, {ania becken'd to 
Exergeſia to begin : Which command ſhe obeyed after this thanner ; 


Illeftrious Auditors; 

* It is hard for me to ſay whetherT be more encouraged or diſheartn'd in 
* the performance of my Task by this Noble Company : For as ic would 
©* be my ſingular Joy if I could preſent you with any worthy entertainment; 
* foit doth extreamly affli& me to think how much [ ſhall abuſe your Pati- 
© ence againſt my will , and that my Power doth in a time of ſo great neceſſi- 
© ty deſert my Wiſhes. As the Nobleneſs of my Argument doth inſpire me 
«with Defire , ſo the Imparity of my Abilities doth ſpoyl my hope of na- 
* king good my Undertaking , which I think ſo far above my Endowments, 
© that I have much todo with my ſelf not to find more fault with wy Pro» 
* vince becauſe it is too good for me, then many others do with theirs , be- 
« cauſe they judg it inferior to their Worth. Since my $kill is too weak to 
* diſplay the divine Beauty of Charity , I muſt be fain to draw a Veil inſtead 
*of a Face: Only T have this comfort , that as I know this bright Sun needs 
* not borrow 'my ſwall finger to point to it; ſo I make as little doubt bur 
© that it will ſhow the All-conquering Vigour of its native Luſtre the 
* more, whilſt it breaks through the cloudy repreſentations of my dark Diſ- 
© courſe. 

* That I may be clearly underſtood ,in what I intend, I ſhall ſay whar 
* kind of thing I mean by Charity , and then give an Argument or two for my 
* Opinion concerning it. By Charity I underſtand a Good-will ſo compre- 
© henſive that it includes an Univerſal Regard to the Neceſſities of all Man- 
* kind, anda hearty endeavour for their Relief. Of this Iam to ſpeak by 
* way of Commendation ; and my praife extends ſo far as to call it the moſt 
© olortous thing that is found amongſt men : which I think will eaſily ap- 
« pear by the exa& Conformity which it bears to the Archetypa] pattern of 
«all Worth. To be moſt like the Divine Goodneſs is to be next beſt to it. 
« This place Charity doth of right claim, ſince it is an All-fpread Benevo- 
© lence , putting obligations upon all the World by good affeQion, and ma- 
© king all ſorts of infirmities to wear its Livery , in theefiets which it pro- 
« duceth by Beneficence. And therefore mankind with a common Love 
© doth, asit were, adore thoſe perſons which are crown'd with this Glory,as 
« Viſible Gods. Confirm'd inmy belief by theſe Reaſons , I am more bold to 
« afſert, being not only ſatisfiedin the grounds of my private thoughts, but 
well aſſured that if I err in what I think, I ſhall be juſtified by the Gene- 
© ral Vote of the World. 

 ©ThatGod is the Original Pattern of all Excellency is a thing out. of all 

* Diſpute ; and it is as clear a Truth , That the brighteſt Notion which our 
© poor Minds can formof Divinity, is Goodneſs , and that this is the Splen- 
« dor of the increated Majeſty. He doth verifie the Adorableneſs of his 
© God-head by his Attribute, which is ſo full of God, that it doth Deifie 
« the reſt. By this Wiſdom he would be acknowledged able to outwit his 
© Creatures , and by his Power to tyrannize over them ; but that he will do 
© neither, we are aſſured only by his Goodneſs. Whilſt his Creatures find in 
© what vaſt extents it dwells in his Nature by the incomparable Efte&s which 
«© they experiment in themſelves , they fall down before it in ſubmiſs Adora- 
« tions, and pronounce them infinitely due to the Univerſal BenefaGor and 
« Patron of all things. And they cannot chuſe but do it , whilſt they perceive 
| E that 


Book LV, 
© ceivethat he is not only the Eternal Fountain out of which all things are 
* derived, bur, as they alſo take notice, that he doth incompaſs the World 
© with his out-ſtretch'd Arms, and reacheth Perſeverance to the happineſs 
* of his Creation ; inwhich nothing is depriv'd of the benefit of his Love, 
« but what, by chuſing Hatred , makes it ſelfincapable of Love. So that he is 
* in every point of this great Circumference, and like an Omnipreſent Stin 
$js every where ready by a free Communication of his beams to fill the 
« whole Creation with heavenly Light. 

* But though God hath ſo made up his work , that he hath left nothing un- 
* finiſh'd by which any doubt may juſtly ariſe concerning his Almighty Skill 
* or infinite Goodneſs ; yet one may diſcern 'fome ſhadows of ſeeming Im- 
* perfe&ions toremain in its Conſtitution, as if he had left ſomething un- 
© done which he would not perfed till afterward. One viſible flaw which I 
*ſcem'd to find was the Poverty of many of his diſtreſſed Creatures : at 
* which I was troubled ; yet not ſo much for their Aﬀiction, as for the dif- 
* honour which rebounded upon their Maker from their unrelieved Condi- 
* tion. But ſeeking further for ſatisfaGion to rhis ſcruple , which I knew 
* might be had if I ſought ic right, I happily met divine Charity , and ſhe 
*told me, when I entreated her name , that the was the Counterpart to the 
© Defedts of the Creation , and deputed by God to make them up, and with- 
* all carried me to her houſe, which was not far oft, and ſhow'd me a Store- 
© houſe , which ſhe call'd, The Treaſury of God , which -was able to ſupply 
© more neceſſities than humane Nature was ever troubled with. I went away 
* fully reſolv'din my Mind, becauſe I ſaw it was no diſparagement to God 
* to make the world after the fore-mentioned manner ; ſince though he had 


© not given them all things immediately or at once , yet he had put all neceſſa- 


* ry additions ſo far within their reach , that the want of more perfe& Hap- 
© pineſs ſhould not be laid upon him ; and that he had moſt juſtly reſolv'd, 
© the Condition of men ſhould be Imperfe& if they were Slothful or Mali- 
© cious. I perceivdalſo that Want was requiſite to make us underſtand the 
« Benignity of his Supplies, and that without complaining ; ſince he had 
* provided them in abundance , and created the curteous hands of Charity 
© to beſtow them where they were needfull. I underſtood alſo that God had 
© by this means caſt a great honour upon us , that he would not ſo complete 
< every thing which belong'd to the excellency of his work ,- but that he did 
$ leave ſomething undone , that we might be co-workers with him tewards 
* the perfeRing of the Univerſal good, and ſo have a more honourable ſhare 


<init, Whilſt by this means I ſaw a Divine luſtre refle&ed upon the con- | 


«dition of Men, yet I could not but take notice that Charity was the great 
* Globe of light where all thoſe beams were fix'd ; and that whilſt it did 
* plorifie Vertuous perſons by ſhining in them , that of all the Vertues it ſelf 
© was moſt glorified. 

©Who can conſider the Nature of Charity , and not ſee-that God hath 
« ſingled it out of all the reſt of his creatures, and made, it his Vicegerenc 
< in the Royal Office of Love, and, as truſting it above others, hath wade 
© jt the ſole Treaſurer of thoſe Mercies which he intended mediately to be- 
© ſtow ? 

© How canT bur extol that Vertue which God hath magnified , and which 


© i5of ſuch'important uſe , that it ſeems neceſſary to xj 0 the defence of 


© Supreme Goodneſs? For though that hath prepar'd all Bleſſings in plenti- 
© fyl meaſures , not only with ſufficiency to correſpond with Want , but alſo 
© with ſuperabundaat fulneſs to adwiniſter to Delight:; yet without this key, 
* which unlocks thoſe Repoſitories where they are laid up, the Poor , m—_ 
mo 
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* moſt need them, would never be able to.come.at them, 


© The truth of this is manifeſt , if we look into thoſe parts of the world, 
© here Charity is 10t entertain'd : for in thoſe p'aces Ignorance , Poverty, 
© Sickneſs, Complaint, Diſorder , War , andall manner of defects ; ruinethe 


' © Happineſs of Mankind. But where ſhe is received, there Knowledg,Plenty, 


Health, Amity, Peace, and all good things abound: for ſhe carries her 
Treaſures with her , and doth moſt freely impart her Stores becauſe ſhe 
© counts her ſelf not a jot the richer for them, till they are diſtributed. *She 
© plains all the unevenneſs of Fortune , with a merci ul hand 3; and ſinooths 
t all the Wrinckles, which ſeems to be in the inequality of worldly condi- 
© tions, and ſo anſwers thoſe Obje@ions, which otherwiſe would be made 
© againſt Divine Providence , whilſt one man, hath more than another ; and 
* makes the poor content that the Rich ſhould be their Stewards, and the 
Rich much more Rich , whilſt they make themſelves poorer by giving a- 
© way a conſiderable part of what they have. 

* Upon Hunger , and thirſt, ſhe beſtows her Corn, and Wine : ſhe wquld 
© eſteem her Wooll good for nothing , if the naked did not want Clothes : 
« She fruſtrates the dreadful threatnings, of Beggery with her Money , and 
© makes the Iron fetters of Captives to fall off, with the force of Gold and 
« Silver. The Sick want no Viſits , whilſt ſhe can go her ſelf; nor Medicines 
© or Attendance , as long as ſhe is able to procure them. Strangers have not 
© [eaveto lie in the Streets, for ſhe takes them into her Houſe , ora conve- 
<nient Hoſpital provided for them , with all neceſſary Accommodations. 
©The cold Winter prevailes not againſt ſuch as have no Fewel, becauſe ſhe 
* hath ſaid upenough for them in warm weather. Deſperate Debtors, are 
© hindred from curſing God , and their Creditors in Priſons ; for ſhe either 
© perſwades thoſe to whom they owe to forgive them , or pays their Debts. 
« She beſtows Knowledg upon the Ignorant with meekneſs ; formes, the rade 
*and compoſes the diſordered with prudent inſtructions. She paſſeth by 
« Offences committed againſt her ſelf, and hides with candid Hope ſuch faults 
eaoſthe cannot preſently mend 5 and where any Good 1s begun , ſhe helps it 
t forward towards perfe&ion. She reconciles the differences of Mankind 
* with diſcreet interpoſitions ; and having done what good ſhe canto parti- 
«© cular perſons , ſhe ſeeks out waies to advance the publick Good. And by 
« 2 divine Fulneſs would, like an inexhauſtible Spring, ſend forth Streams 
«continually torepleniſh all the Wants of men, but that they obſtru& their 
« paſſage with unworthy Damms ; and yet ſhe makes a ſhift to get over them, 
*conquering\all Evil with Good. The world fhall ſooner want empty 
« Pitchers, than Charity will want Liquor or Aſe&ion , to fill them up; all 
« times being her Opportunity , all occaſions an Invitation ; and whoſoever 
« pleaſes, her Guelts. | | | 

* Charity makes her ſelf a great high Prieſteſs , offering up prayers con- 
* tinually forall the World , for whoſe Good ſhe is not unwilling to become 
*alſo a Sacrifice; and having madeall that dwell in the ſame Nature her 
« Children, ſhe would gladly , likea true Pelican, feed them with her bloud, 
* And as ſhe lives to no other, as her main End , but to do good, - ( for ſhe 
* eſteems it all Glory, to be an inſtrument in Gods hand to further the 
* of others) ſo ſhe counts.it but congruous to her nature to be willing to 
« dye, notonly as Pylades for his friend Oreftes, bnt rather as Damon for the 
e more uſeful Pythras, taking it for a ſufficient price of death , to loſe her 
« own, to ſavetheir lives which will be more beneficial tothe world. 

© This makes all the World in love with a Charitable perſon ; when they 
* ſee him , they behold the true Volts diving drawn upon his face , and think 

eE ; | © that 
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* thac God 15 come Jown to then i11 che ſhape of Ken. This puts an awe u pon 
TH preſence, and wakes his Example reverenc'd. They cannot think upon 
' him wichout love and admiration : They know ; he is worth ten thouſand 
* Yulgar Souls, and ſtrive for him as their common pollethon ; expecting as 
* great a darkneſs to ſeize upon them by his lofle,as the Earth would ſuffer if 
* God ſhould extinguiſh the Sun ; and 1s ſo endear'd to the Neighbourhood, 
© that if any place ſhouid endeavour to woo him from thein , they would 
© eſteem it as great a wrong as tv divert a common River. This Grace twin'd 
* the Harp of Orphess., and was the life of the Pythagorick Muſick, which 
* made the dull Stones dance into order , and Fxetth'd the very Peaſts out of 
© their roughneſs. -There was no. hing in thoſe days which darſt be fo ill as 
* todiſoubey the precepts of one that was ſo good: Finally , Being ſenſible 
«© that this was the higheſt obligation of which humane kind is ca pable, 
* though they are naturally afraid of Death as the worſt enemy ; yer being 
© deſirous to perform a due requita],for ſuch a one they are willing to dye, 

« But I will conclude my Diſcourſe, leſt By multiplying words , [ ſhonid 
© be thought to ſuſpe& the Evidence of the Truth which 1 defend for ſuch 

*adark buſineſs that it cannot be eaſily demonſtrated, and through tediouſ- 
© nefle of Speech concerning Charity forget my Argnment , and uncivilly a- 
<buſe the curcequs Patience of rhoſe nob!e Auditors who have to me more 
* than ſufficiently diſcover'd the power of Love, in that they could fo long 

© bear with my Infirmities, 2 OE. 

« Exergeſia having finiſh'd her Diſcourſe with a general approbation, , z,u.fcen 
which reveal'd it ſelf in all their Countenances , Urania deſired þ Philothea or charity. 
to ſucceed her : which ſhe did with-a modeſt Smile, after this manner. —o afro 

© If I were able to form rais'dnotions in my mind, moſt Excellent Andi- _ 
* rors, and to clothe them with the beauty of Rhetorical Language ,I ſhould 
* chink my ſelf happy ia this preſent opportunity , having received a Sub- 
© je& whichno low thoughts can reach , and honour'd with Coinpany which 
* deſerve the beſt of Diſcourſes. The diſcouragements which riſe from my 
© Imperfe&ions do chiefly amazeme , knowing that I can ſpeak nothing that 
* will requite the lence of your Attention. 1 ſhould undoubtedly ho!d my 
* peace, but that I know that thoſe who are moſt ab'e to do excellently 
© themſelves, are moſt ready to pardon the failings of others , and that they 
© make not their Deſerts the meaſures of their Acceptances ; and that I am 
* xffured by the experience of a happy acquaintance with your Vertties, that . 
© you will rake in good part what is offer'd with Humility though it fall ex- 
© tremely ſhort of what you might have juſtly expeged, My Argument doth 
© afford me ſome Comfort , becauſe it will be itsownpraiſe, and doth con- 
{rain ſo wany refu'gent perfecions , that to recite them is Eloquence : and 
© though I amnot ab'e to perform that In a wanner anſwerable unto their 
<yorth,yet I make bold to hope that I ſhall be excus'd in that defe&,becauſe 
© even Praiſe is not aſhaw'd to confeſs its ſelf poor of Encominms for fo rich a 
«© QubjeR. | £7 88 

< Divine Love is the Exaltation of Humane Nature to the Top of all poſ- , difeourſe 
© Gble Perfe@ion ; the Soul rais'd tothe poſſeion of its ntmoſt Felicity. By concerning tho 
«© Celeſtial Love we receive the f:uition of our chief Goad. Whilſt the Soul /*** of 84d: 
<is enamour'd with God, it exerciſeth its moſt noble Faculty upon the belt 
* Obje&. What I haveaſſerted concerning the Objed, is without the juriſdi- 

* tion of doubtful diſputation;all other things being in compariſon of God, 
© both as little in quancity as aDrop to the Sea,and as inferiour in true worth, 
*a3 painted Fire is in reſped of the real Sun. All other good things are bur 
 1;ttlePiQures made to repreſtnt ſome ſinall parts of thisUniverfalGoadneſs; 
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«* Momentany perſwaſions of ill-beftowed Afﬀe&ions, of which they are ſoon 
« deſerted,havingnot roots ſufficient to uphold their own Lovelineſs, which 
© is ſoon wither'd by the Sun that produced it,like the Flowers in Summer. 
* Concerning the Priority of the Faculty,ſome Queſtion is made; though 
© T know none that pretends Rivalry with Love,but Knowledg: but how un- 
« juſtly it doth ſo,T ſhall ſoon demonſtrate. There are bur two things, which 
© I cangueſſe by which our Faculties exalt their Worth, the Excellency of 
* their Operations, or the Nobleneſle of the Objed. 
« As to the Dignity of the Obje& , noallegation can be made to pur a dif- 
« ference between them ; becauſe God is the ſame to both : The firſt Truth 
* is the Firſt Good ; God is the moſt Knowable and moſt Lovely Thing in 
©*the world; exceſs of Knowableneſs following the Greatneſs of his Eſ- 
© ſence;as Infinite Amiableneſs doth ſhine in the Goodnefs of his Nature.Here 
* Knowledg and Love are reconcil'd, both conſpiring ina ſtri& Union Joint- 
© ly to Adore ſo worthy an Objed. | 
«* Wemuſt give judgment then concerning the Meliority of theſe Powers, by 
© che Operations which they produce ; and they muſt ſtand or fall in the re- 
© putation of their Excellency , as they riſe higher in their Applications to- 
* wards the moſt Supreme Object. And here I think the difterence is ſo viſi- 
ble that there is no Compariſon between them ; for Love is admitted to 
*2 nearer approach to God than Knowledg, and by the liberty of that acceſs 
© is demonſtrated to be a more Sacred thing, Knowledg is but a look upon 
$ God at a diſtance, which is allow'd to fuchas are far enough remov'd from 
* all Glory ; but Love, isan Union with him. Love takes it for its Defini- 
© tion, to be the Union of the Lover with the Obje@ lov'd. Holy Love ties 
* up the lifeof the Soul in God, with the perfe& Bond of celeſtial Amity,and 
t it knows no death or deſtrugion , but ſeparation from its beloved God, 
© nor can endure to be abſent from him. And as healwaies loves again , (for 
© his Love isa great part of his Goodneſs) or rather continues his Love, by 
* which this afteQion was firſt produced in the Soul, they cleave together 
* by the cloſe inhefions of Reciprocal Aﬀection. So that they areno H 
© boles whichan intiwate Friend of the Prince of Lovers us'd, when he ſaid, 
© He that dwells in Love,dwells inGod,and he in him, by a mutual inhabitation: 
© and his reaſon. is ſtrialy concluſive, For God 7s Love. Holy Lovers by this 
@ affettion have ſuch a Complacency in God , that they live in him, more than 
« inthemſelves , and are ſo naturaliz'd to his Converſation , that they can be 
©£ no where without him, and do paſſionately rejeQ all things, as hinderances 
© of their Happineſſe, which do offer to keep him our of their Hearts. 
© But how far ſhort doth Knowledg come of ſuch a Bliſſe ? Where Know- 
©ledgends , Love begins, perceiving it hath gone but a little way. What 
* is it barely to diſcover that there is ſuch a thing as God ? or Philoſophi- 
* cally to contemplate his natural Perfe&ions? What am I the Richer for 
© underſtanding , that there are Silver Mines in the Jydies? What the mind 
* underſtands only by knowledg , the Soul enjoys by Love, and ſo is made 
* happy. How little Excellency doth ariſe from loneſome Apprehen- 
$fions, is manifeſt in that Forlorn Spirits remain Devils ſtill, though they 
* know God, becauſe they do not love him too. Its true, Lovewakes uſe of 
© knowledg in the accompliſhment of this ſacred Union , becauſe it is natu- 
© rally impoſſible to love that which we do not know, or to placea ſtrong 
*Afﬀecion upon that whereof we are but uncertainly inform'd.But what pre- 
ferment doth knowledg receive by this more then the Honour ofan Inſtru- 
*nent ? I deny noe Knowledg to be the hand-maid of Love, for ſo ſhe is, and 
©therefare receives reſpe&, becauſe of the Relation which ſhe bears to ſuch a 
| | | * Noble 
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« h1e Miſtreſſe : in her 11]uſtrious company ſhe is always honoured , as all are 
« that ſerve where ſhe doth ; but when ſhe hath dimiſ>'d her ſelf from that at- 
* tendance and is met alone, ſhe is like a Cypher without Figures, is of ſinall 
6 regard, and is many times corrupted with very diſhonourable praiſes. 

« Of what ſinall Value Knowledg is in reſpect of Love, we may perceive 
© alſo by the Divine permiſſions, which hathgiven us leave to beſtow ic up+ 
* on the meaneſt Creatures; but Love is a ballow'd Faculty , which he hath 
© conſecrated by reſerving it for himſelf, and 1s ever jealous leſt any Idola- 
«* trous corrival ſhould ſhare with Him in that facred affe&ion. We have 
$ leave to know and uſe other things , but not to love them; except in ſuch 
* minute degrees z that they may well think that we would rather make then: 
© believe that we do counterfeit an affeion then love indeed. Wherein God 
« doth not only ſecure his own right , but alſo expreſſes a great care of us ; 
© becauſe Love comteining the Vertue of Union , if we ſhould beſtow it upon 
« Creatures, we ſhould debaſe our ſelves by a ConjunGion with many things 
«worſe then our ſelves, and ſo make our ſelves unmeet to be exalted into u- 
© nion with God , We have prophaned the AﬀeGtion which was due to God ; 
« by uniting it with every contemptible Object. | 

* As by that which I ſaid before concerning the Snbſerviency which know- 
© Iedg performs to Aſtection, Loveappear'd to be the Exaltation of know- 
© ledg, from which, if it were ſeparated,it would be diſcharged by Mankind 
*asa thing of no uſe , orelſe miſchievouſly applicable : ſo leſt any ſhould 
«think that Love is beholden to Knowledg for this ſervice, I will prevenc 
* that miſtake : for ſhe is not only well rewarded for her labour, but it doth 
$ ſo redound to the encreaſe of her own Intereſt, that in the very way where- 
* in ſhe ſerves, ſhe is requited, Its true, a bare knowledg doth give ſome 
« ſinall direQions to the Love of God ; but the Divine Beauty of the God- 
© head is not clearly viſible til] Love have kindled a fire in the inamour'd 
© heart. The Light which ſhines from the flames of Love;is like the Noon-day 
© Beams,bright and hot. This heavenly Fire, doth ſhine with Vital light,and 
« with a potent heat dothdry upthoſe fumes of Luſt which would caſt a cloud 
© uponthe eyes of the Soul. Whoſoever ſees by any other light,hath only ſome 
* cold reflexion of wan Moon-Beams upon gliſtring Snow : Though he may 
© brag of knowledg, he ſees only with Owls eyes; and if he talk, muſt needs 
« ſpeak at random of that which he never ſaw but inthe twilight. He may 
© make ſome Fancies proportionable to what he hath heard others ſay, but is 
© {> devoid of the grounds of certain Knowledg,for want of Experience,thar 
« he doth but gueſſe at Heavenly things, asblind men do at Colours. 

© By this Argument it is manifeſt that the Soul through Love aſcends nor 
© higher into the inetlable Joyes of Heaven, then into the Serenitiesof the 
« Beatifick Viſion ; and is as far from being in debt to knowledg here below, 
© as he which pays his Creditor with Gold for Silver, and that in greater 
* weight then he receiv'd. OLE Aes 

* Bur why do I weary your Patience,whilſt I ballance Love,with this Ri- 
* val whois but its Harbinger,and ſo though it goes before to the ſame place, 
* is but ſent to provide Entertainment for another? The Glory of this Vertue 
« is berter revealed if we conſider the Nobleneſs of its Deſcent,accompanied 
« with a correſpondent Deportment. Love is the Natural Child of Celeſtial 
<Goodneſs, and to produce it, the God of Love vouchſafetocondeſcend to 
© appear in the world,not only cloth'd with the Effential Luſtres of his Na- 
© tural Beauty,but alſo to ſuperadd thoſe adventitious.AttraQives of Bounty 
« and Mercy, proportion'd to the Wants and/Miſeries of our Condition, 

£ The Divine Goodneſs, defigning our promotion , choſe this as whe 
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* Means to make us Happy and Good bothat once. For as God's Love brings 
* his Goodneſs into view,to produce our Love: ſo when our Love is brought 
* forth, it becomes our Goodneſs. As we muſt of neceſſity have:continued mis 
* ſerable, if God had not loved us;ſo he permits us not to be happy but in lo- 
* vinghim. That God will be loved by ſuch as weare, is his great Condeſcen- 
* fon:but that we love the Divine Goodneſs,is the higheſt Exaltation of our 
©. affe&ions. So that Heavenly Love being the Flower of the Reaſonable 
© Soul full blown , and confirm in holy vigour by the ſame Goodneſs that 
*produc'd it ; we may well think it the chief Faculty for which we ſhould 
* pleaſe our ſelves that we have receiv d Souls.Love is the Correſpondent of 
* Goodneſs, for which God is pleaſed with himſelf. Whilſt the Beſt Good 
$ is the Parent and Objed of our Love , our Aﬀedions are made Divine, and 
* weled to Bleſſedneſs by a moſt pleaſant way , ſince in the Conſtitution of 
* our Happineſs Love is ſo great an Ingredient. Thus Love is become that 
© holy Ladder by which the Spirits of good men goand come between Hea- 
© ven and Earth with reciprocal Motions. Nothing comes from above , that 
« will reſt long below. The participations of this Spirit are like waters of 
« Life,deriv'd through inviſible Channels from the great Sea,filling the Hearts 
* of men, as ſo many little Springs , but never forgetting the way home, nor 
« unmindfull whence they came : the over-flowing Stream makes little Rivo- 
$ Jets , which never reſt till they return into the boſom of the beloved O- 
team; 1 Ws | 
I haveoftenadmired the noble Spirit of Love,whilſt I have ſeen how all 
'*that are poſſeſs'd with it make way to God with an irreſiſtible Vigour 
© through all bindrances , both carefuily performing all ſervices which are 
*2cceptable to him , and for his Love deſpiſmg all the gliſtring allurements 
 *of the flattering World;and making uſe of a rare advanrage which it hath in 
*itsown Nature, ( for in Love all the Paſſions afe ſeatedas in their common 
© Root) it doth with it ſelf offer up all the Aﬀe&ions of the Soul to God. 
«Taking conſtant Motives from the Generouſneſs of its own Temper, it doth 
that which none but Lovers can perform : Where languid Souls enfeebled 
< by the want of this aſſiſtance find impoſſibilities , complain of impotency, 
*2nd make a ſtop, it goes on, and conquers with an invincible power. 
©Tt ſo paſſionately defires to pleaſe whom it loves, that it doth not only 
<ſuch things as are required by Explicite Commands , but never ſtaying till 
©it be bidden by words, complies with the moſt ſecret notices of the Belo- 
© ved's pleaſtire ; and doth whatſoever it thinks may pleaſe when it is per- 
©form?*d , whether it was commanded or no: and having done all that it can, 
©counts nothing too hard tofuffer , and yet hath ſo poor an eſtimation of its 
* own Merits , that it dothnot rate all that it hath done or can ſuffer at the 
' value of one Smile from God. 
© Asa Holy Lover ſees that nothing can be added to the Greatneſs of the 
© Divine Goodneſs , which needs not what he can wiſh, kecauſe it hath that 
© already and infinitely more ; he is much pleas'd with'the contemplation of 
« ſuch PerfeRions, and makes proportionable Adorations, and is conform- 
*2bly thankful fince that Supreme Goodneſs would love or be loved by 
*Him , and whilſt the lover perceives that the Divine Goodneſs 1s only 
*-worthy of that which it needs not, he ſets love for a'Sentinel at its own 
* door , to keepout all things which offend the Beloved or ſeck to invade his 
© Portion: And in the diſcharge of this office is vigilant and curions. How 
© diſdainfully hath it repuls'd other loves when they have been ſo bold as to 
© make unworthy offers ; How bave I ſeen it make other ſort of Lovers to 
* bluſh as they paſs'd by , upbraiding them with the indignity of thoſe in- 
| | Ta, © ferior, 
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* ferior Objc&s to which they had devated their affte&ions, with an injurious 
* negle& of God, who 1s ſo inexpreſſibly worthy of Love in himſelf, and to 
* whom all the world is infinitely obliged ? How diſconſolately have I ſeen 
* poor Tentations ſneak away , after Love had mortified their vain hopes V 
« with ſinart denyals? How clearly hath Love convinc'd many of hererring iP 
© friends of their great Folly in giving away the affeGions due to their 
© Maker, to thoſe things which are not able to requite them ; and of Inſo- (108 
lence too, whilſt to his diſparagement they court every trifling vanity be- Wl |! 
* fore his face? By which 1 underſtood that the ſafety of the Divine Hos 
*nour was much repos'd in the truſty Valour of thisnoblc Champion: 
_ © But I will gonofurther ; for whilſt I look upon this Sacred Vertue as 
« deſcending from Heaven, glorifying the Underſtanding, uniting the whole 
* Soul with God, either claſping abour the Beſt Good , or kueeling before 
* the Throne of Mercy, or ſerving his pleaſure to whom all things bow ; I 
* am ſo far from retracting what [ have faid in the praiſe of Divine Love, 
* that if I knew how, I wouldencreaſeit with more Eulogies. As there is 
* no Goodneſs comparable to God's above ; ſo below there is no Aﬀecion 
* equal to Love, nor indeed any Goodneſs or Aﬀedtion but Divine Love. 
* It may be, Exergeſid, you had ſome expecation that I ſhould have ſpo- 
* ken with ſome RetieGion upon your Diſcourſe made in the praiſe of 
* Charity. But I ſhall excuſe my (elf for negleing all Compariſons, becauſe 
* I think thar ſuch as heartily magnifie the Love of God, can never ſpeak 
* againſt Charity. I find it in ſuch ſtrict Union with the Love of God, that 
\ ] judge it an inſeparable Effect of that as an Excellent Cauſe , a Peculiar 
* Inſtance of its incomparable Power,a rare Counterpart of itsAmiableneſle, 
* an honorable Companion by which its worth is made known, and a plain 
© verification of its undeniable Truth. | 
* Since Lovelineſs is the firſt born Property of Goodneſs, it may be next 
© beſt to imirate,but it is beſt of all to Love. Whatſoever is firſt diſgern'd to 
* be worthy of Love, is afterwards for that reaſon judg'd fir for Imitarion. 
© Some have fancied that theſe two Graces are , what Nature hath made you 
* and me , Twin-ſiſters : and if they be, let them always go togerher , as you 
*and I do, hand in hand. | 
* When * Philothea had made an End, {{renia with no lefſe Grace, then * 4 lover of 
* if all the vertues had beſtow'd their Ornaments upon her, began after this * 
© manner, | 
* Ir is a thing too apparent to receive the leaſt ſhadow of doubt , That it 
* is a very difficult Task, to determine a Cauſe which two ſuch Advocates 
© have pleaded. Each of them being endued with rare abilities of Learning 
*and Wit, and furniſh'd with Subjects that juſtific the Hyperboles of Praiſe, 
* mult needs make what they ſay very hard tobe anſwer'd, Whilſt I wasrapt 
* into admiration of their moſt excellent Speeches , me-thought I ſaw the 
* vercues themſelves glad to be ſo nobly patroniz'd ; and though they won- 
* dred how they came to beat ſuch odds, as to be oppos'd in the diſtances of 
* Compariſon, yet they werenot diſpleaſed that by the tranſcendent skill 
«© of their tutelar Profeſſors they were both made incomparable. 
*I am beholden to my good Genius for ſending me a Dream laſt night, 
* which whilſt I call to mind me-thinks I ſee it was his Good will by that 
*to prepare me for the diſcharge of this honourable Undertaking , unto 
© which I confeſs my ſelf inferiour,and to make that Task eafie, which ather- 
* wiſe I ſhould have judg'd impoſlible. | 
* Tdream'd that I did contemplate the face of the Heavens, and ſeem'd to 
* ſee Two Sunsencircl'd with mighty luſtres : and as the wondering Spe&a- 
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166 —_  Bentivolio and Uirania, Book 1V. 
* The Swnre- © tors were making gueſies and laying wagers which was the * Parelion (and 
feBed. © that was hard to ſay , their Glories were ſo equal; ) any body would have 
© that God had made another Sun juſt like the farſt , or elſe cut it into two 
© pieces with the convex ſides toyyards us. But after they had well ſatisfied 
* the Curioſity of the beholders with ſo ſtrange a Novelty » they made the 
* wagerers part ſtakes : For the Two Suns accoſting each other in nearer 
© diſtances, at laſt United themſelves into One body , and doubled their 
© Splendours in the fingle Globe of Light which they both made and plori- 
© fied by their ConjunGion. 
* 2he Goodneſs © Whilſt I medirate upon the Two divine Subjeas of this days Diſcour- 
IE © ſes, I ſeetwo Intelle&ual Suns at once diſplay their beauties before me : 
Ti <whenT vieweach of them apart , I think them both without Compare : 
* and when look upon them both together , they do ſodazle my eyes with 
© their vigorous Rayes, that I know not which to prefer. But if you will 
© havea little patience , I hope they will unite their. Beams, and take che 

* praiſes which I muſt give to each, in a joint Excominm. 
« Vertue is not a thing to be pull'd in pieces , no not in Thought : being 
© not one ſingle Member of a Body , and ſo valuable according to the hand- 
a * ſomnefſle of its particular Form , or Convenience of its diſtin& uſe ; bur 
*anentire Body conſtituted of many well-proportion'd Parts, by which, 
« when all are fitly join'd , the Whole 15 wade up : and the Nature of Vertue 
* doth ſo eſſential:y conſiſt in the Integrity of all the Parts , that if any 
©of them be wanting , the Body is ſo maim'd in its Compoſition, and ſo 
© lam'd to aftion, that it is eſteem'd no other than a deform'd Monſter. 
© The Whole werenot the Whole, but for all the Parts ; and the Glory which 
© the Parts aſcribe to themſelves is, that they contribute to make up the 

© Whole. 

- *So in the Compoſition of a delightful Harmony , the Thirds and Fifths, 
© have no loneſome conſideration for which their SweetneſTe is admired by 
© the raviſh'd hearers ; but they receive their praiſe as they are blended co- 
© oether with other Notes , in reference to which they become Thirds or 
« Fifths, and by whoſe tunable concurrences they are inabled to grace the 
* Song. The Soul accompliſh'd with many regulable Faculties is the Sub- 
© zet of Vertue , which is content that it ſhould be honoured wich her Name 
<©and-Relation, if none of them be Irregular ; but ſhe allows not any per-. 
© ſon the Denomination of Vertuous, unlefle he underſtand , Aﬀec, and 
© At according to her reſpe@ive diretions. Her Dominion is Univerſal, 
© and her Soveraign Empire conſiſts in this , that no Subje& diſobey any of 
© her Commands: neither is that a Tyrannical Power , for there is nothing 
« Unjuſt in the Government of Vertue, nor any precept ſo mean , that itis 
« worthy to be trampled upon by Diſobedience. 

* Its true , that Vertue doth diſplay her Greatneſſe in many inſtances ; buc 

© ſhe is not ſo ſuperfluouſly made up that ſhe can ſpare any particular as a 
* rrifling Ornament. How fit it is that every thing ſhould be in the place 
© where ſhe hath pur it, is ſoon manifeſt by the il!-favouredneſſe of the De- 
©fe& which it leaves when it is taken out. As the multitude of Excellencies 
© ſhows the PerfeQion of her Conſtitution ; ſo the uglinefſe which preſent- 
© ly appears when one is ſeparated from the reſt, doth demonſtrate the ne- 
«© ceſſity of theireſſential Connexion. So the variety of Strings that are 
« faſten'd upon the Body of a large Inſtrument do make it capable of higher 
«Muſick , which hath a liberty to expreſle ir ſelf in a greater Compaſ, by 
© reaſon of the multitude of bigger and ſmaller Chords; but if two or three 
*of them be out of tune, they will diſorder the Muſick of the Whole : For 
| ; | | * though 
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* though ſome Sounds may come off pleaſantly from one part of the Inſtru- 
* menty yer:as ſoonas the Hand rouchethupon' the untun'd Strings, they 
* will jar unpleaſantly, and the Diſcordwill be fo much the more obſervable 
© :ndodiousas the other Strings are moreexaMy tun'd ; and fo the Muſick 
« will become ingrateful to all judicious Ears. | | | 
«When I have ſometimes thaught of the Gofden Chain, whichis ſaid.to be 
© tied aboveto God's Throne, and from thence ler down to the Eatth., ta. 
© draw us up thither ; I imagin'd that the firſt Inventors of the Notion re-. 
« preſented by it the firm Concatenarion of all Heavenly Verrnes :, and T am 
« afraid that if a few Links of that courteous Chain ſhould by any dire mjſ- 
© chance be broken off,, we low Mortals ſhonidnor be able to catch, hold of, 
© it. Whoſoever wickedly undoesthisholy Combination,wakes the Happi- 
© nefle which God hath deſign'd for him unattainable. . 4 
©When the Tree of Life was firſt planted in Paradife, I make no doubt. 
© bur jtreceiv'd ſingular beauty from its many well-ſpread Branches , and 
© ave extraordinary delight by agreat variety of Frnits : but ſince our A« 
© poftaſie we value it moſt for its Medicinal qualities ; that it is ſweet ta the 
© Taſte, and pleaſanr to the Eyes are ſmaller praiſes. The Infirmities of Man- 
« kind are numerous ; and as they are reſpe&ively curable by the ſeveral 
© forts of healing Fruits which grow upon this Vivifical Tree, and the Medi- 
- cmableneſſe of every one is fo aftix'd to its own Branch that it is not com- 
© municated to another , if you lopoff any Arm, fome Diſeaſe of Humane 
© Nature will be left incurable. 
© As we have great reaſon to rejoyce in this Virtuous Confpiracy ofall the 
* Graces, and tothink thoſe infinitely malicions who ſhould endeavour tq 
* hinder ſo many Friends jointly aiming at our Good ; fo their atrempt who 
* ſhould be fo wes rs au would ſoon diſcover, its Folly as well as Malice : 
© For the Vertues will not be feparated , the Graces will not Þe courted a- 
© lone; none of them will be loved , except their Fellows ſhare in the affe. 
* &on. What Favours they beftow;are never fingle ; they always ſend down 
©Complex Influences : that Heavenly Life which irradiates the Sout with 
© 4 fexene Knowledeg,doth at the ſame time awaken the Powers of the affe@io- 
© nate part into Love; trueacquaintance with the higheſt Goodneſſe will be - 
© accompanied with the beſt Aﬀe&tons ; and whom it makes to love,it inſen- 
* fibly transforms into the Image of the beloved Goodneſs. The Heart heing 
© made partaker of God's Love , muſt needs be inamoured with the Good- 
© nefſe which is the Root of that Love: andas it 1s ravifh'd with the Sweet- 
« neffe of Divine Good-will , the Undefervedneſs of his Grace, and the Cle- 
© mencies of his Pardon, a Heavenly Spirit ſteals inta the Sout, and it loves 
*intbecomes like unto God fo both at once, that it finds it felf like a wedg 
© of Steel all ſet on fire , at the ſame time poſſeſſed with Light and Heat. So 
© Divine love and Charity are Twin-davghters of the fame Mother, born both 
©at once, who preſerving the Union with which they embraced cach other 
* in their Original, do never after permit any thing to violate their moſt in- 
e tthnate Aniry. 77 | 
© It can be no diſparagement to Vertue to be prais'd after this Faſhion ; 
* netther can any take a juſt occaſion to think thar fhe is poor in her ſe!f;thac 
- * muſt be madeup of ſo many pieces: no, ſhe is*ane intire Excellency in 
* her own Nature, and thoſe many Rayes of Glory which ſhine from her , dq 
* tut diſplay, not divide Her ; ſhe fends them forthand gives the laſtre, but 
* keeps them all fo faſt 'ock'd to the Unity of her Efſence , that they can no 


* more be pluck'd off from her, than you canclip off the Sun-beams with a 
* pair of Scillers. 
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God. 


_ 7T Vertue is one inherſelf ; much like the Center of a Circle,which though 
© many Lines are drawn from it round abourtand it is look'd upon ſometimes 
« as the'term of this Line, and then of that 3 yet it is one term to thew all;and 
* Js1n it ſelf undivided. So is Vertue but one PerfeQion , though it ſeem to 
© be diverſified in regard of many AfﬀeQtions which it moderates , and ſeveral 
* Ations which it doth produce:: Her Unity. is thereby no more diſpa- 
© raged, then the Monarchy of a Prince is impaired by the multitude of his 
« Sbjecs ,. or large extent of his Dominion. Though the Precepts and A- 

* tions of Vertue are wany, they are all ordinated to one End,in which they 
<are united, as well aSin the Principle from which they: proceed. 

. *This Yariety is her Glory; for by this means ſhe ſits in her Royal Throne 
* guarded with a Princely attendance: Prudence it ſelf wanageth her affairs, 
© Tuſtice decides her Cauſes , Charity keeps her Subjects in Union, and Obe- 
* dience makes them univerſally obſervant of her excellent Laws: and ſhe 
© receives a compleat Glory from them all , which would be conſiderably 
©lefſen'd ifany of them ſhould be wanting to themſelves or her. Thus Ver- 
© tue is beautified by the reflexion of many Splendors upon her-, which were 

<at firſt derived from her ſelf. Thus have I ſomerimes beheld an 1lluſtrjous 
© blaze of mingled Lights plac'd order]y in diſtin& Sockets upon a Candle- 

*ſtick of burniſh'd Gold, receiving their firſt Illumination f: om the midſt 
© of the Ball ; burafter they had mixd their United Rays, how dazeling was 
© the Glory of the Room where they ſhone? Which they could not have ef- 
© feed, but that giving arid taking Light from each other,they made a gene- 
* ral Contribution for one great Splendor. So doth the generous Vine de- 
* clare the Plenty of its vigorous juice by thruſting it forth, not in ſingle 
© Grapes but Cluſtres. | Sg | - 

- ©But this great Truth, if I had ſaid nothing, would have been ſufficient- 
*Iy verified in that Noble Combination of excellent Spirits, in whoſe con- 
© verſe I and my fellow-Travailers have been unſpeakably happy ſince our 
* coming to Theoprepia The Pleaſures which we have receiv'd from each are 
eq many times doubled , whilſt we enjoy you all > that they are nOt to be 
© expreſs'd in words , much lefſe equail'd with Thanks. We ſhould have 
© thought our ſelves bleſt in no mean degree , if we might have enjoy'd, as 
© our portion , any of thoſe ſingle Friendſhips which you have beſtow'd up- 
* 00 us united in your moſt deſirable Company. And I muſt needs prefeſſe 
© that we think our ſclves no leſſe honoured, then if all the Muſes had nor 
© only givenus leave to viſit them in their diſtin& Cells , but had alſo ap- 
© pointed a rendezvous upon Parnaſſus for our ſakes , there to beſtow upon 


- © us the pleaſures of their Muſick , which muſt needs be an unpara:lel'd Con- 


© fort, becauſe it 15 made up of ſuch Voices, which if they were alone could 
© not be equa!l'd. 

I have taken this opportunity in my own and my Friends names to give 
you thanks , not knowing when I ſhould have a fitter ſeaſon to pay that 
which hath beena long while highly due. Ever may your fociety flouriſh ; 
lect nothing make your chaſt Pleaſures wither. Put I might have ſpar'd this 
* Wiſh; for it is no more poſſible that your Delights can fade , then that thoſe 
* Eternal] Roots upon which they grow can dye. The truth is, I can make no 
* Wiſhes that ſignifie any thingas to your Happineſs, except Duration : For 
*if that which you enjoy be continued, you can have no more. Ar Jaſt 
* may the fooliſh world grow wiſe and become happy in imitation of Thes- 
© repra, | | 

p c 4 to yOu, a Philothes and » Exergeſia, an unparalle!'d Pair of Vertu- 
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* have made the Love of God and Man ſo amiable in your Diſcourſes , that 
© | cannot chuſe but love you both, As the Vertues which you have elegant- 
© }y commended are inſeparable, ſo I give you the Praiſes, which you equal- 
 ]yideſerve, ina joint-acknowledgment : and I ſhould think my underta- 
« king highly applauded if I wereas confident that I ſhould be pardon'd, 
6 xs I am ſure that you are admired, 

This Conference being ended , Phroneſia made a return of thanks to {{ra- 
ia with ſuch affeGionate expreſſes, that every one preſent thought Words 
to have been the leaſt ingredient jn their Compolition; and after a ſhort 
time beſtow'd in ſuch pleaſure as leaves no grief when it is paſt , Sophronde- 
fired them all to retire into his houſe , where he entertain'd them with a Sup- 
per after the Mode of Sophroſyne , and with ſuch Diverſions as neither wa- 
ſted the time, nor gave them any occaſion to be weary of it. But having ob- 
ſerved that the ſilent Night, whilſt they were talking,had ſtollen away more 
then they thought of thoſe hours which are allotted to Reſt, he deſired them 
to retire to their Chambers to ſave what was left; 


« Phroneſia and b Theoſebixs having ſtaid a few days with no ſinall content a 4 prideve 


Womas. 
b .. werſhip- 


in © Sophroſyne, they return'd to the City, taking along with them their no- 
ble Gueſts , whoſe company wasas much pleaſant to them, as the lofle of it 
adminiſtred occaſion of grief to the good © Syphror , who would have been 
much troubled , bur that he had learn'd among other Rules of Wiſdom , 
part contentedly with the beſt things which God will permit us ro keep no 
longer. 

The Travailers had now ſpent a conſiderable time in Theoprepia ; for 
which though they were ſufficiently paid with the pleaſure of excellent 
Company, and the knowledg of a moſt Happy People, yet the neceſſity 
which lay upon them to finiſh their Deſign made them think of returning 


home : which when Phroneſia , Theoſebius , and the good © Fgepe underſtood, , ;,,.. 


they began to be affected with the ſame reſentments of their Condition, 
which men feel when'a former Happineſs doth aggravate a preſent Suffer- 
ing ; and thought that the Joyes which they had gain'd by the preſence of 
moſt defirable Friends , were now all loſt by their departure ; and they 
were willing to have judg'd it not only an Uncharitable rhing to deprive 
them of the Happineſs which they had lately beſtow d , but alſoan Injuſtice 
to leave them ina worſe condition then they found them. For they ſeem'd 
not only to carry their own Perſons away , but a:ſo whilſt they prepar'd to 
be gone, they rob*d the Theoprepians of their Hearts, and deſtray*d the Con- 
tentment which they took in themſelves before they came. But then refle- 
Ging upon the Innocence and Neceſſity of their Friends , and hearkning to 
Prudence which admoniſh'd them concerning their own duty, they began to 
think it requiſite to rake heed leſt they committed the faults for which they 
were ready to blame others. They hadno reaſon to complain , ſince the Tra- 
vailers were afflited with the ſawe inſtances of Grief; and it had been 
cruelty to puniſh ſuch as ſuffered with them , and were moſt of all troubled 
that they could not ſuffer entirely that Sorrow of which they perceiv*d 
themſelves to be, though a puiltleſs, yet a ſad Occaſion. 

Who ever had been preſent at this parting would have melted into Pity ; 
for of all the ſharp Tryals which in this Region of Changes exerciſe our 
tender Spirits with a deprivation of our better Enjoyments , there is none 
 thatdoth more affli& us then the Loſs of thoſe Companions, who, whilſt they 
ſtaid with us, made us a little Heaven with their preſence. And though it 
doth pleaſeus that they are gone to Bliſs, (for we cannot envy thoſe whom 
we love,) yet the remembrance of what we did enjoy , but of which we are 
£ now 
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2 A good life, 


b Good hope, 


never wither - 
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now bereav'd , doth make us more diſcontented that we have not leave to 
go with them, and renders our loneſome abode below more dolefyl. 

After many Embraces and divers expreſſions of mutual Love , Phroneſia 
and her Friends having accompanyed the Travailers a good way on the 
Road of © Bioſealus , they took ſuch a leave of them , as was a liyely reſem- 
blance of that natural afte&ion which the Soul feels when it is forc'd from 


- Its intimate Aſſociate, the Body. 


The Travailers had not gone much further before they came to the Val- 
ley of b Elpiſcale, which lies at the Eaſt-end of Broſcalus. Upon their arri- 
val there, they found themſelves immediately poſſeſs'd with that fort of Joy 
which Marriners ſailing towards the Eaſt-Inazes do experiment when they 
have weather'd the Cape of Good-hope. It is a pleaſant Dale : The Ground 
alwayes green, and embelliſhed with divers kinds of painted flowers and 
fragrant herbs , yielded not only a rare Aſped to the Eye , but alſo a deli- 
cious Smell as they paſs'd along ; a lictle Rill which water'd the Valley , did 
glide along by them with a murmuring noiſe for fear of being left behind 
them. Both the ſides of the Valley were encompaſs'd with ſtrait, Rows of 
fair Plants; which , from their conſtant vigour and perpetual flouriſhing, 


cImmarceſſible 1+ call'd < Amaranth. When they had meaſured the better half of the Dale 


witha ſteady pace, they were accoſted by a beautiful Nymph, call'd 4 Irene, 
which came out of a neighbouring Grove, and brought with her a great 
number of little Chappelets made of the purple flowers of Amaranth, and 
put a little Coronet upon each of their Heads. When Hranias demanded 
the reaſon of that AQion , ſhe anſwered that the Owner of that Grove ap- 
Pointed thoſe Garlands as a Civility toall Travaiiers which came that way. 
Hrania and her Companions having modeſtly accepted Irexe's courtelie , for 
fear of rudeneſs in the refuſal of that which yet they were afraid to receive, 


looking upon it asan unmerited reſpe&,and having given ſuch thanks as the 


 Civility requir'd;Irexe making way for anew entreaty, Þygiving notice to 
them that ſhe could not bur look upon them as Travellers which had gone 
a long Journey, defir*'d {{rani«and her Friends to accept of a Lodging at her 
Siſter's Houſe, and to reſt themſelves there for a few days. Hrania made 
ſome delay to return an anſwer to this courteous propoſal , though ſhe 
found chearful inclinations in her mind to entertain it, having obſerv'd ſuch 
an Air in Irene's face as ſignified her to beno ordinary Perſon ; yet for fear 
of being too troubleſome , ſhe pray'd Irexe not to interpret it as a diſ- 
regard, that ſhe was unwilling to give her the trouble of receiving ſo many 
Strangers. Irexenothing ſatisfied with this Anſwer , and gueſſing who they 
were, for they had intelligence of their being with Phroneſia, ſhe doubled 
her entreaties, and with a gentle carneſtneſs pray'd them to honour her ſo 
faras to give her leave to bring to her Siſter the moſt acceptable Company 
that ever atriv'dat their Houſe; adding that hereby they would ſave her 
from the Puniſhment of an unwelcome return to her Siſter without them, by 
whom ſhe was ſure to be ſeverely chidden for a great want of prudent En- 
deavour, and defed of juſt Civility , if ſhe ſhould perwit ſuch worthy Per- 
ſons to paſſe by without making her acquainted with them. #7anta nor 
knowing how to accept the Invitation, being ignorant how her Compa- 
nions were inclin'd,and not being able to refuſe ſuch ſeaſonable Love,was in 
a great ſtreight between her own Modeſty and Ireze's Goodneſs : which Bex- 
tivolis'perceiving,having form'd the ſame noble Apprehenſions of Irexe with 
Hrania, and making no doubt but upon ſo fair an Invitation it would be well 
worth their. rime to viſit one who was Siſter to a Perſon of ſuch excelent 


appearance, and whom they ſuppos'd: themſelves to have ſeen already ina 
—N lively 
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lively Picure, turning towards his Siſter , reſolv'd her doubtfulneſs in theſe 
words : Hranta, we have been much cholden to this Lady already , and by 
reaſon of the condition in which weare at preſent, find our ſelves much 
more able to receive new Favours than to make Requitals ; let us accept 
this kind Offer, and though we can make no Recompence, we ſhall however 
ſhew that we are far from being ſorry to have contracted a Debt to ſuch a 4 
noble Perſon, by our willingneſs to be further oblig'd. 
a Jrene , not ignorant what happineſs ſhe had incountred , expreſs'd ſuch # Peace. 

a ſincere joy in her Countenance as made them ſce that they were not invi- 

ted in Complement and aſſur'd them that they were going where they ſhould 

both contract new DeÞts and leave great Obligations : having whiſper'd in 

her Servants ear to go Before, and let her Siſter know what Company was 

coming, that ſhe might nct be ſurpriz'd with the approrch of unexpected 

Gueſts, nor they tind any thing unready , which might make them ſorry to 

have come upon ſuch Friends fo ſuddenly ; ſhe took Urania by the hand,and 

ask'd her if they did not come from the Court of Phroneſia. Urania anſwer'd, 

they d:d ; and requeſted her to te!] them her own and her Siſter's name. I 

am call'd Ireze, and my Eiſter Þ Theenee, replied Ir&e ; and fince the Death 


of © Theander our Father who was a Kinſinan of 4 Theoſebirs the Prince of dab s hs 


Bentivolio and Urania. | I71 


— . 4 


- Theoprepia, we have liv'd together above a year in this place, which is the c 4 Divine 
ancient Seat of our Family. ne 


UHrania and her Friends rejoyc'd that in the progreſs of their Travels of God 
they had met with ſuch as had reJation to Theoſebius , whoſe Image was fix'd © The D.vine 
ſo deep in their Hearts , that they never thought upon him but they felr oa 
themſelves tranſported with a mix'd Paſſion made up of Love and Grief : 
and indeed had they known how much the Opportunity of their preſent 
Joy was due to him, it would have put a freſh Gratitude into their Afﬀie- 

Gions 3 for he had privately ſent one of his Friends to vifit Theoxoe and I- 
rexe , and to tell them what kind of Travellers they might poſſib'y enjoy, if 
they did not negle& to way-!ay them. 
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To the Right Honourable 
JOHN Fal f LAUDER DAILL, 


$ ecretary of State to bis Majeſty for the Kingdom 
f Scotland, Gentleman of his Majefly's Bed-Chamber, and one 
of His mot Honourable Privy Council in both Kingdoms. 


My LORD, ; 

Nm = Mi He Obligations which your Lordfhip hath laid 
SW PE upon me are ſogreat, thatI diſputed a good 

| = while with my ſelf whether it were not better 

& to continue an unthankful Negligence, than 

M co attempt a Gratitude in this poor Ex- 

preſſion, When 1 perus'd the Number of your Lord- 
ſhip's Civilitics, I felt ſomething of choſe troubleſome Paſ- 
fions which ſurprize a Merchant when by the Foot of his Ac- 
compts he perceives that his Debts have over-grown his Abi- 
lity to make Payment. But remembring kow unworthy a thing 
it 1s ungratefully to conceal another's Right , I thought it was 
neceſlary to acknowledg what I owe,though Iam not able to dif- 
charge it ; and when befides this I confider'd that your Lord- 
ſhip's Goodneſs can as eaſily take a ſmall Acknowledgment in 
good part as beſtow Courtefies without the ExpeQation of any, 
I grew a little confident , and thought that the Forbearance of a 
due Addreſs would be as unjuſt a Modeſty 1n me, as 1t is in any 
Tenant who is aſham'd to carry his Rent becauſe his charita- 

ble Landlord requires only a pepper-corn. 

This Motive, yes, my Lord, this Motive is the Root upon 
which my Boldneſs grows. A mean Sacrifice 13 not incapable 
of Acceptance with God , nor a little Preſent with ſuch as are 
like him, if they be offer'd with a fincere Mind, With my own 
Intentions | am indifferently well acquainted , and I have re- 
ceiv'd ſuch aſſurance of your Lordſhip's generous Diſpoſicion, 
thar I think I may lawfully fay that in your Lordſhip's behalf 
which Pindar did long fince tor Theron the Prince of Aprigentum: 
A? Texay 
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I” #rewy TOA, 

Þ1Xoig c10eg faFANOY 

'Eveeys Gv negmoy, &- 
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But leſt I ſhould offend your Lordſhip's Modeſty with a Re- 
cital of your juſt Praiſes , or preſs too rudely upon your Pa- 
tience with a long Epiſtle , I will only craveleave to tell you a 
ſhort ſtory ( which is alſo a caſt of my preſent Office ) and 
then kiſs your Lordſhip's Hands, 

As I went one day fince your Lordfhip's departure from 
hence to that part of the Neighbouring Hill which riſech with 
a lofty Grace upon the South-lide of che pleaſant Valley Aque- 
don , where I had the Happineſs firſt ro know your Lordſhip , 1 
chanc'd to arrive at that hollow part of the Rock where your 
Lordſhip was ſometime impriſon'd , juſt as Apolloaccompanied 
with his Virtuoff was making a viſit to the Muſes who inhabir 
there, They toour great crouble were at that time'weeping, We 
having ask'd the Reaſon of their Tears, they anſwer'd, that it 
was not poflible to be ſo ſtupid as not to refent the Abſence of 
one. of their beſt Lovers, and that they had not been able to fing 
as they us'd to do when they thought of the Lofs which they 
ſuffer'd by his Removal. We were going to ask the Name of 
that ſo worthy Friend ; but when by chance we ſaw the Door 
of your Lordſhip's Cell thrown open , we knew well enough 
whom they meant, and replied thus, Moſt gentle Mules, Jr is 
Ingenuous not te forget one to whom you are obliged ; but you 
muſt take heed leſt under the pretence of Griet you envioufly 
reſent your Friend's Happineſs. Would you confine him to your 
petty converſation who 1s defign'd to the Service of one of the 
greate[t Princes in the World ? You do too fondly love your 
private Concerns , if you are difpleas'd becauſeſuch a Gallanc 
Soul is taken from you , and you do not conſider that it isto 
promgte a General Good,, and to undertake a part in thoſe uſe- 
ful Cares to which the Muſes themſelves owe their Tranquility, 
If grear Minds ſhould reſolve to decline the troubleſom Aﬀeairs 


O! 
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of Courts, the moſt flouriſhing Kingdoms would ſoon find the 

ſame -miſerable change of their happy Condition which the A- 

dbenians brought upon their once famous City, after they hid de- 

priv'd themſelves of their beſt Stateſmen by a brutiſh Oftraciſm 

with which Fare the Syracuſans alſo were juſtly puniſh'd\, for 

waking an Apiſh imitation of that pernicious Cuſtom by a 

fooliſh Petaliſm. The firſt of cheſe States might with as good 

reaſon have built their Acropolis without Foundations , and the 

other have ſent their Fleets to Sea without Balaft and Pilots. 

The Truck is, if Vertuous Perſons would not be drawn our of 

their quiet Privacies toattend Publick Bufinefs , Devils and the 

worſt of Men would only be left after rheir wild faſhion co go- 

vern, that is, to deftroy the World. 

Civility made the Muſes filent till we had done ſpeaking, and 

then they wept again. Whereupon one of our Company de- 

manding what it was that could trouble them till 3 one of them 

(as | remember it was Vrania) replied chus , We are not capa- 

ble of envying one whom for many Reaſons we are oblig'd to 

honour with our beſt Love; neither are we fo poorly-ſpitited 

as to repine at the publick Benefic which many may reap from 

our Kover's Employment: our Tears do only fignific our De- 

fires of our Friend's Security , and expreſs the Fears which we 

mult have for One incompaſs'd with thoſe Dangers which com- 

monly attend the Flouriſhing Seaſons of Humane Life, We 

have been told that a Royal Poet us'd to call great Proſperities 

nrp)1 Flattering Lubricities ; and that Atofſa the Mother of 

Xerxes expreſs'd the ſame ſenſe in words not much different ; | 
Kei pus xged\ar nar! eng Olymp.04.1, 
My p6jeg TNSTQY xgrious Bdhs drrer\by mod) 
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To. which our great Lyrick ſpeaking upon the ſame Argument 

hath added, 
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Here e Apollo ſmil'd and faid , 1 ſee that all true Lovers are a 
little Jealous, I cannot but pardon thac carefulneſs which 
ſprings from .tender AﬀeCion ; but wichall let me adviſe you 
to. comfort your ſelves; and to lay afide thoſe Apprehenfions 
which you mighr not- unficly entertain for low Spirits ; they 
are impertinent here, I ſuppoſe you have had ſo much Expe- 
rience of your Friend's Vertue, leng tyred by many Affaults of 
Adverſe Fortune, that you caunot wiſh his Return to the old 
Dungeon in Portland, for, your fuller ſatisfaRion in that Point ; 
and therefore it is unreaſonable to diſtruſt him now when he is 
brought upon the. Theatre. to ſhew the ſame Vertue in a new 
Scene of Life, to perfe& his Courage in.che Probations ofa bright 
Proſperity , and to receive that Honour which is due to Fort. 
tude when it hath prov'd it. ſelf Invincible by blunting both che 
Horns of 7am Leave weeping , Dear Muſes, and pray 
that your F riend may do honour to God proportionable to the 
Advantages of his Condition, that he may happily ſerve and be 
alwayes loved by his Royal, Maſter ,; that he may encreaſe the 
Glory : of his Noble Family, , and afer many peaceful dayes in 
this World be admitted, into ns Beatifick Preſence of the er 
nal: King. "py 

Here the us Muſcs Aried their bye, _ 'd-down and 
pray "d heartily (as true Lovers uſerodo) for your Lordſhip's 
Fopps © which Performance i 1s allo the _ Task of, 


I | ' My FIN 


. - Tour Lordſhip's moſt Obliged and very 


Aﬀeflionate Servant, 


N. INGELO 


{ 


PO IS 
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PREFACE 


READER 


Miſt begin this Addreſs with a Excuſe , and crave pardon for 4 


BBB Miſtake in the cloſe of the Fourth Bookof this Hiftory ; which was 
=D occaſion d by « Report that Bentivolio ad Urania, with the reſt of 
& their Companions, after their Departure from Phroneſium , went 
immediately to the Higher Theoprepia : but | am ieform d ſince by 
an intimate Friend who awelt ſome time in that Country that they made a ſtay at 
Theander's Houſe iu the Borders of the Lower Theoprepia , being engag d to it 
by the Charming Converſation of the two Vertuous Siſters, Theonoe and Irene. 
Whilſt they ſtay d there, Bentivolio and his Brother unde; ſtanding by two Gen- 
tlemen who came upon 4 viſit to Theander's Dauyhters,that the brutiſh Theria- 
gene had barbarouſly depriv'd Alethion of his Kingdom; they found themſelves 
very unwilling to return home till they had endeavour'd the Redainathn of that 
Excellent Prince. As the deſign was worthy of their Generous Souls, ſo they 
thought it feaſible by the Aſſiſtance which they hop'd to obtain from the King of 
Theoprepla. | | 

After I had receiv'd this Intelligence, I thought it was neceſſary to corre& the 
fore-mention'd Errour, I look'd upon my Hiſtory as imperfei# without this Addi- 
tron,and ſuppos'd that it might be no unpleaſing Diverſion to ſome Readers $0 un+ 
derſtand the life of A\ethion, to know the Accidents which happen'd to the Noble 
Travellers before their return to their own Country,and toread thoſe Diſcourſes 
which paſs'd between Bentivolio and other very worthy Perſons concerning Ar- 
euments which | think to be of as great Import «s any in which Humane Wit em- 
ploys it ſelf. In ſome places | bave brought them in defining the Nature of true 
Happineſs,#z ſome aſſerting the Exiſtence of a Deity, in others attempting the 
Vindication of Divine Providence. Sometimes they undertake to ſhew the Va- 
nity of this preſent Life , and the true Uſe of that ſhort Time by whichour 
Continuance in this World is limited Sometimes you will hear then exploding 
vain Pretenders to Revelations in Matters of Religion, end at other times de- 
monſtrating the Eternal Nature of Vertue ; and in ſome Leaves you will read 
what they ſaid when they endeavour'd to prove the 1 vp ubeey of Humane 
Guls ; beſides ſome other Subjedts very conſiderable to all ſerious Perſons,which 
| have endeavour d to put into handſom Dreſſes, both knowing that they are wor- 
thy to be adorn'd with the -4 induſtrious Art , aud alſo hoping that they would 
add praceto my Book whilſt I treated concerning them. 

I thought alſo it would not be unacceptable to inſert aſhort Story of the Life, 
and to give 4 brief Synopſis of the Sacred Doctrine , of our deareſt Saviour : 
to which 1 have added alſo a Vindication of his Incomparable Goſpel , #0 4/- 
charge it from the Impudent Cavils of thife who underyalue the Holy Scripture, 
not becauſe thry have much Wit but betauſe they are Tanorant of thoſe Perfections 
for which it is not only Juſtifiable,br# Admirable;as they have been told not long 
ſince by a Gentleman deſervedly hononr'd for Wit, Vertge and Learning. 

© lnaſſertmg the fore mention a Ferittes | found reaſon tobe more prolix, and 


(borter 
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orter in the Hiftorical Narrations;which though they are in moſt parts Paraboli- 
cal, and ſo not wnuſeful to thoſe who will underſtand them , yet they being not th e 
Principal parts of my Diſcourſe, Ithought leſs care was requiſite to compoſe them. 
If any Curious Reader agh, But why all this ? Really I can only ſay that it was 
partly to give an account of my Time to Almighty God , to do honanr to the Goſpel 
of own Lord and Saviour to ſerve the Lovers of Truth andGoodneſs,aud partly to 
entertain my own Mind.lf Tully pretended this as a Reaſon of his writing books, 
Nos autem qui non tantiun roboris habemus ntCogitatione tacit4 2 ſolitudi- 
ne abſtrahamur, ad hane fcribendi operam omne ſtudium curamq; converti- 
mus ; I hope ] may uſe the ſame Excuſe, epeciath ſince I am very much ſatisfied 


that 1 could not employ thoſe quiet Hours which I gain from the troubleſome Af- 
fairs of Hianane Life to better purpoſes than thoſe which | have mention'd.What 
good man can diſſent from hins who, among ft ſome nes WOO recorded 
this noble Speech , I| ne faut pas douter que ce ne ſoit Tulage le plus honoura- 
ble, quenous leurs fcaurions donner ; & qu'il n'eſt occupation ny defſein 
plus digne d'un homme Chreſtien, que deviſer par toutes ſes eſtudes & penſe- 
mens 2 embellir , eftendre & amplifier la verit6 de ſa creance ? z. e. There is 
' not an employment more honourable for « Man,or more worthy of a Chriſtian than 
thoſe ſtudious Endeavours by which we embellifb Religion , and edvantageeuſty 
recommend the Truth of it to the Warld. I cannot but think that what Ion ſaid of 
his Attendance at Delphi, may be much more fitly applied here ; 


Keaby 14 my aver, & 
#0o76d ove no oS wy adhdv, 
Tor parlor Thegy. 
-Kajrls ff 3 mr@® wa 
Ovoi(,, Shar 6 Txt 
"Ov Inaels fd dnranus 
| "Evgepcars mus gary; heirs 
or what the Priefleſs call d her ſervices, 
Il8y00 iy, 2guelhy 7 daguaſere 
Which iz Engliſh ſpeaks thus, 
My $- isnoble, Phabus we commands 
To wait, where the Oraculous Tripos ſtands. 
I ſerve no Mortal, but that God whom all 
The World dath juſtly their great Patron call. 
This Holy Office is Ambition's Height ; 
To ſerve is Honour, and to work Delight. 

Whas cax be nere congruons to our Nature , if we know our ſelves, than this 
glamſey ax8@, ts devote our Tine to the ſervice of God, ana (which he values as 
one of the chief Serifices which we can offer to him) to direft our Attions to the 
Meboration of Mankind ? I leok upon the World as a great Temple whoſe Doors 
are open. day and night , in mhich ſome da continually frug Hymns in the Praiſe of 
the Eternal King who is the Greater of it:It beconves all Excellent Spirits both to 
bear a part in that Divine themſelyes , and to uſe their beſt Art to bring 
others vo thats Holy Charus, How far theſe Papers may conduce to ſo good 4 Pur- 
Poſe, l canner tell; but I have made them as perſwaſrue as 1 could. That for which 
E have beer ebte follucitons is that tbey may pleaſe Tve Th age [leedprs, X Tis 
fedabe aaabres nie, ſuch as are fit to deterwine concerning Wiſdom, and 
who have m—_ concern'd themſelves for the Intereſts of Vertue : and if 
this Expectation be nt fruſtrated, 1 ſball think my ſelf nuvnivas rs wa Ont. 


me, to have perform d the greater part of my Task ; and for other matters | think 


In 


ry ſelf able to paſs uwconcern'd through little Cenſures. 
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FP bis ſhort Prolog me I think it will 10! be impertinent to make 4 particular Ha-. 
- areſs to Acheiſts, E picureans 4a «© CeptICks. [ have many Reaſon: to fear that 
I jhall not convert Arheiſts : I know that ſuch as atſpate with that ſort of men ds 
<0 79) 840m Tois 4h0Cr01 x Junniynlaus, contend W1th the Arrogant and argue 
with ſuchas are hard 10 be convinc'd : bit ſince their Infidelity is conquerable, 
I have done my endeavour ;, and if the .ipplication prove not eflelinal. yet I hope 
they will find no juſt canſe to be «ffjended at my Charity, if any ſuch ſhall happen to 
read this Fook. If 1 have us 4 any (harp K xpreſſions in the Keproof of their Unbe- 
lief,or endeavourd to caſt D1ſparagement npen their Principles, they will not have 
keaſon to be angry,if they confiaer the Greatneſs of that mw which [ defend; 
and remember that the {nent Philoſophers ſpoke at a far higher Rate: the 
boldneſs of whoſe Philoſephick Zeal | have follow'd at a very remote deſtance. 
Plotin the chief of the Platoniits pronounceth roundly , that the Denial ofan 
All-wiſe Creator 15 *Amegpy, &* «1rd; #74 viv wv aud nov x6K]nwive to Irrational Enn. 3.1. 2. 
' that it canbeapprov d by none but thoſe who have neither Underſtanding 
nor Senſe. Arrianus, ina great lndignatton againſt ſuch as could not diſcern God Lib. 1, cap. 
by his Providence,breats cut into theſe paſſionate words, vi T%; v2, #»  j4z39yimvy 16, | 
mens meds m adhdar if megitres , mult aid\ wort * £v xaeire, Gf. O God , One 
of thy Creatures is enough to diſcover thy Providence to a modeſt and 
thankful Perſon ; thole who have conſfider'd many of them, and yet do not 
acknowledg a Creatour are guilty of a ſtupid Impudence, and (as he ſarth in , ., 
another place) are deſtitute of a v7 ws ovvoganrt x; 79 evxderrer, they have loſt L101. cap 6, 
theic Diſcerning Faculty , and fo cannot perceive ; or are infected with In- 
ratitude, and will not acknowledg a God. Cicero having made wſe of ry, , 1. 
the Aamirable Conrſes of the Orbs as an Argument to evince a Deity,ſays, Hzc Mt. Deor, 
qui vacare mente putat , 15 ipſe expers mentis habendus eſt,&c. He which is 
not ſenſible of a Divine Mind fo fairly repreſented, is ſo devoid of Under- 
ſtanding himſelf that he knows nothing. 
Many others whom it is needleſs to cite have us'd Expreſſions of the ſame na- 
ture; abs they were not ſo exrag a with the baſeneſs of Atheiſts as Moxus 
was, who drown'd'the Crambians becauſe they aid not worſbip any God : yet be-. 
1ng inflam'd with a ſober Zele they maie uſe of Werds which were Juſtly reproch- 
fl, and conaemn'd them as moſt unworthy Perſons for attempting to extinguiſh 
the nobleſt ſenſe of our Souls, and to eradicate Thy mauty mow, The avayrio im- Plit. 
potty, Tweulor ow marm md Aoi, Ty v 19vedy x) a4yyacy, the Ancient Faith of Man- Dien. Pra/, 
kind,;that Natural Be:iet which is planted in all reaſonable Souls,and to over- 
chro'y the ſtrong and everlaſting Foundation of Vertue. Who can juſtly blame 
their Heat N when the) dia oy oppoſe ſuch as ao x01; Ng mers xg Ta]oAmyont, inſo- 
Ion:ly affront the comwon Faith ? For my own part , I muſt ſay that whilſt the 
whole Wort! exhivits Arguments inthe behalf of God , and all 1: Creatures pro- 
claim a Deity ecchoing to one another with loud Acknowledaments , I cannot but 
wonder that the moroſe Atheiſt ſhould net be pleas'd with this Iatelletual Hay- 
mony : whilſt be ſtops his Fars , and with a ſurly voice denies the Truth which is 
ſogenerally affirm'd , he makes me think of the aull-ſounding Drone in a Bag- 
pipe 3 tor whex the higher Notes delight the Ear with various Harmonies,being 
pleaſantly referr'd toone another , this diſeempoſeth all with one Baſe untur'd 
\'ote. I world not have troubled my ſelf with this ſort of People,but that 1 jude'd 
it neceſſary to ſhew the Faljhood of their Principles, and ſo to prevent the Conta- 
gion of thoſe E-rrours which have a moſt pernicious Influence upou Humane Life ; 
for they tend dire ty to the Orerthrow of Religion , the Deſtruction of Vertue, 
ard tothe Introduction of all bold Wickeaneſs in the World. 
The voluptuous E,picugcans wil he content that | make my Addreſs te them we- 


ry ſhort left the; ſhould be too murh aifturb'd is their ſoft Repoſe. I confeſs | tnink 
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Lib. 3.6, 7- 


1n Not, aa 
Laert, 


it is to little purpoſe to ſay much to them of Divine Matters,whom Senſual Plea> 


fure hath made, 'AuBveris xemis, ſuch dull-ſighted Tudges of Truth, that they af 
firm there ought not to be any Knowledg of Good and Ewil , that ſo they may eat 


Forbidden Fruit more ſecurely. Leſt they ſhould be diſcompos d with that which 
I have written in a of the Lite , as well as the Philoſophy , of their great 
Patron Epicurus ; I think it is fit in this place togive an Account of the Reaſons 
which I had for it. His Opinion concerning Pleaſure was declar'd in the time of his 
Life by his moſt intimate Companions to be this;That our Happineſs doth con- 
ſiſt in brutiſh Voluptuouſneſs. That thi is the genuine Senſe of his Expreſſions, 
his chief Admirers could not but acknowledg many years after his Death.Lucian 
confeſſeth plainly, that when he compar d Epicurus with Democritus and Ari- 
ſtippus (# infvrey EZogrchy + iv reIdias, that famous Maſter of Luxury) he had 
nothing to ſay but this, That he was meow damnticy0, m I ana nds of Arie, 
oſa@,more 1mpious than they,but for other things he was a good Companion 
and a Lover of his Palate. He was reproch'd for his beaſtly Philoſophy by Hea- 
then as well 15 Chriſtian Writers , as 1s manifeſt to ſuch as know Books. Among 
others the Noble Epicterus,es Arrianus teſtifieth, us'd to call his Opinions Nloyngg 
Swale * Avarpofſing may x; AVURYTING IXOY, Wicked Afſertions , deſtructive to 
Cities , pernicious to Families. Though Diogenes Laertius exdeavonr to put 
a better Gloſs upon his Doftrine , yet what is the Teſtimony of a ſingle Author 
againſt ſo many who are wunexceptionable ? That one gallant man, Cicero, whom 
I have oppos'd to him as 4 _— , bs ſo conſiderable , that the learyed 
Caſaubon doth eſteem him worthy of « higher Encomium then I have beſtow'd 
upon him , and ufeth theſe words in his Praiſe , M. Tullius, Autor graviſſimus, 
quique efſe debeat BJ; dy} pveiey Aroywir, M, Tully, a moſt grave Author, 
and one who alone is worth ten thouſand Diogenefſes. I might add to theſe 
the diſeraceful Charatter which is put upon this Set in Holy Writ. 

That the Gardens of Epicurus were not free from that ſort of women which | 


' have mention'd in "7 fifth Book,needs nogreater Proof than what | have offer'd. 
I 


Beſides one whom 1 have named, Laertius and Tully have recorded many others, 
the chief of which were Marmorium , Erotium, Hedia and Nicidium. The E- 
piſtle which Leontium , one of that Number, wrote ts Lamia, in which ſhe com- 
plains of the Venereous Temper of Epicurus, and diſparageth him as an old Ado- 
nis, is recorded in the ſecond Book of Alciphron, axd bepins thus ; vr fougech. 
Toy , Or Vorray , Bhr* mihiy pufppmurvopus ag 4rfhure, vic we 'EmagO® 70 Miwniq miy- 
T4 Aufvror, mirle vaofivar imronds dadianhuTus js Yearay , ixdinxar ix th xher. 
Ms mir *AfgdTHv, & "Adwvis ty dv Gydonxovie jay vos try , uk av wwe nitobuny g43(- 
wii] x; ginoyoory) Gr, o wlammuyuire th wane mrors drn ahor. 1, EC, Nothing, 
as I think, is harder to be plezs'd than 'an 01d man when he grows youthful 
again , this Epicurss doth ſo perſecute me. He finds fault with all things, 
ſuſpeds every thing, and writes endleſs Letters tome, which keep me from 
his Garden. By Ferns, if Adonis were now fourſcore years old, lowfie, al- 
wayes ſick, and wrapp'd. his head in a Fleece of Wool inſtead of a Cap, I 
could not endure him. | 
But 1 will diſturb theſe delicate People wo longer. 
The Scepticks can expect no ſatisfattion from me ; for they teach their Scholars 


to laugh at Geometrical Demonſtrations , and have given them this as the Sum 


of their Philoſophy,That they ought not to believe any thing. I: muſt be grant- 
ed that truth is not very eaſily found out ; but they have'highly diſſerv'd it by 
confounding it as much as they can with Falſhood , and diſcourage all Inauſtry by 
reproaching our Endeavonrs for the obtaining of it , as Enquiries after we know 
not what. What elſe did Poccace mean by his three Rings, Sextus Empiri- 
cus by his Purging Potion, his Ladder and Fire? To what other End did he 

| airett 
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direit the great pains which he took to prove that we have no Faculties to employ 
in the ſearch , and that Truth hath no diftintt Charaiter from Falſhood ; that 
we have no Gonnate Dire(tions or External Helps to bring us to the knowledg of 
any thing ; in Jhort, that we are as much aſſur'd that Salt-Water is mad becauſe 
the Sea ebbs and flows , as that a Man is Kational becauſe he apprebends and dif- iHikl 
courſes? This ſtupid Unbelief was much promoted in the World by Lucian ; and i 


how much he pleas d himſelf in his Attempt may be perceiv'd by hu Hermoti- Wl 
mus , the Cup ſuppos'd to be loft in the Temple of Xiſculapius , and that ſlie W.11 


Feer which we find in his Piſcator : giz. *H duubes N aim & douphs * xeon, 
5 'AriSoed ry. Aus. OUy, bew vmve IN nbyes* gih. mv daghwegy $Keny vy begs, an 
mw wariy, my \aregiuyuoty dn Nouteiveonr' Nix. Og you won. fi \F 
I can eaſily foreſee alſo that a ſmall Effet of this Diſcourſe is to be expeFed "Nl 
from the Rhodomonts of this preſent Age , who having reſigu'd themſelves to 
the flavery of Vice , do publickly aeclare themſelves free from all pretences to 


Vertue , ana with wo ſmall ſcorn pronounce (as ſome of their Predeceſſors did b ; i 
long ago ) mv avgggoveny naivebiers Gras, o& Ngroauyus wreley con Oeey » That pi. Wap 4: ; | 
Temperance 1s but Folly , and Righteouſneſs a generous Ignorance ; axd 76.6. Fo 


boldly proteſt that Bonum #5 Umbra quam neſcimus , quod Honeſtum ſplen- 
dido mag1s quam fo'ido nomine dicitur ; Goodneſs is a ſhadow of we 
know not what , which by a ſplendid Title , without any ſolid Reaſon, is HIM 
call'd Honeſty. | 178 
And becauſe they would not be coudemn'd by the Vertuons Lives of good men, ily 
they would have the World believe that ſuch as endeavour the Reformation of ha 
Maxkind, and give Rules of excellent Diſcipline in hope to make Men better, S. Emp. 1 
ao only \pprynta of eryemy quay , x Wada parcy B Tarn ayer, (| peak 110 
great words which are above the Power of Nature, and rather declare i). 
what they wiſh then what is poſſible; and that when they perſwade others to | 
put my => Hh into Praitice, they do not ture diſorderly Nature , but put it = 
Ie NACR. 
hee very well that _—_— conſiders the Degeneracy of Humane Nature, DeCorftant. 
will be compell'd to ſay with Seneca, Rem difficilem optamus huwano generi, Cp. 4. \ M1} 
Innocentiam. We deſire a very difficult thing for Mankind, Innocence ; and ; Mot 
after many Endeavours , ſtill percetving the potent reſiſtance which Vice makes, 8 
will be apt to uſe the Refle ion which Hippocrates made in the like Gf *Anke In Epitt. ad  1HE 
ave wy ivani, Theſe are but wiſhes. Ter we are aſſur d al/o that theſe who ©ra1rvam. W's 
wiſh well to others are not to be blamed, and that thanks have beep ghven to ſuch 
as refus d to _—_ in hard oye Ic is a uy Cowardiſe to yiela to ant Adver- W's 
ſary who may be conquer d, thiugh with ſome difficulty ; cena where Courage | 
ca aſcertain « Vidtory in part : And therefore wiſe men have as rationally contt- 
nued their Endeavours in this ya" Mariners do their Induſtry at the Pump of 
, 4 Leaking Ship ; which Seneca hath HOany expreſs'd in theſe words; Aliam ny ja 15. 
excludit aquam, aliam egerit, manifeſta foramina precludit, latentibus & 2. cap. 19, 
ex dcculto ſentinamducentibus labore continuo relfiſtit; nec ideo intermittit Mo 8h 
quia quantum exhauſtum eſt ſubnaſcitur. Lento adjutorio opus eſt contra IA 
wala continua & fazcunda, non ut deſinant, fed ne vincant, fe. e. They 10M! 


keep out the Water as well as they can, they force qut that which 18 | 
gets in, they ſtop the Leaks which are viſible, and reſiſt the danger which | At 
threatens them by ſuch holds as they cannot difcover , with a continued La- _ 
bour ; neither do they interguit their Pains, though the Veſſel rakes in [it 


water as faſt as they exhauſt it. We mult uſe agentle Induſtry again't thoſe 


Miſchiefs which ſpring up continually, not hoping to deſtroy but to ſubdue fi 
them. For this Reaſon 1 have broke through the Diſcouragements which ariſe $4 
from the Power of beld Vice , and ventur'd to deſcribe Noble Examples in _ b. | 
| Toly | 

| | 
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Morne 


Vtop, | 


7ulian. in 


Miſpog. 


Luan. in 
Her mot. 


| dedat thoſe Objettions which for the inſolent 


Holy Rules appear pratticable , that I might both engage and aſſiſt Imitation in 
all capable Souls: And 1 made choice of this way , kaowing that we ought as 
Plato hath told ws, tis mn Yon uf aeumeyr brorres weg7ler, toad looking ukon 
beautiful and divine Images ſet before us. Some poſſibly will learn to deſpiſe 
a wvicious courſe of Life, though it be follow'd by the —_— part of the World, 
when they ſee how rontemptible it 15 in compariſon of better E xamples ; and ra- 
ther endexvonr to contribute ſomething to the Exaltation of Humane Manners 
by their Vertue , then hope to excuſe their own Imperfettions ” citing ſuch mean 
Precedents.lt is but a ſlight Juſtification of our Atttons which ts only taken fron 
Vulgar Praftice;, *  xoenvin mis ageras 61 mr, wv 61 vor, FOr no- place 
can create Vertue by common ſuffrage : but it # the glory of men to conforms 
their Lives to the Eternal Reaſons of Goodneſs, whoſe Prdiſpenſable Principles 
are Connate with our Souls. | 

I: will be ſtrange to no wiſe man that [ interpret the Divine Precepts as requi- 
ring Duties fd above any —_ which we fg prattic'd in moſt Nations of the 
world. An Excellent Perſon hath told ws tonp fince , Equidem fi omittenda 
ſunt omnia tanquam inſolentia atque abſurda , quzcunque perverſi hominum 
mores fecerunt ut videri poſſint aliena, diſſimulemus oportet apud Chriſtia- 
nos pleraque omnia que Chriſtus docuit ; If we muſt omit all thoſe things 
as impertinent and abſurd which the perverſe manners of men have made to 
ſeem ſtrange, we thould be forc'd to conceal among Chriſtians moſt of thoſe 
things which Chriſt taught. * 


I hope none will take an occafious to find fault with me by making this uncha- 


' ritable Suppoſition ; that | have taken the boldneſs to give Precepts of Vertue, 


deſiring by that means to be eſteem'd better than others.” No, no ; © dra pes 
#gs iv Thy awuney iuauny NN myws. | bave no contention with any in that 


point, but with my ſelf alwayes ; for 1] endeavour by the Aſſiſtance which | admi- 
7 


niſter to others to grow better than my ſelf. 1 - re alſo that none would be ofſenx- 
oldneſs with which they contra- 
ditt Truth might be ſuppos'd worthy to be conceal d,, [ Juag's it in ſome part ne- 
eeſſary, leſt be Adverſaries of Truth ſhould ſay , if I had quoted only more or- 
dinary Exceptions , In qgvzare never xgmelotwuny , Te gacly erdyay damMout- 
roy xaxpInuvar, That we ſet up Puppets of Twigs, and having ſhot them 
down boaſt that we have conquer'd arm'd Men : I thought alſo that being an- 
wer d they would become harmleſs. © 
I ſuppoſe I need make no Excuſe for inſerting we my Diſcourſes ſome 
Vs 


Arguments known only by Divine Revelation ; for 1 aefign'd this Book princt- 
pally for the ſervice of Chriſtians ; and all men ds eſteem it a muſt abſurd thing 


_ 20t to be willing to hear Truth or receive good News becauſe it is not brought by 


an ordinary Carrier. 

Now , Courteous Reader , Icommit my papers to your peruſal. I diſmiſs them 
more chearfully, becauſe of that Good Fortune which, as I make bold to hope , doth 
await them ; being aſſur'd that if any = be written as it ought to be , it will 
pleaſe Good Men , and that whatſoever i defettive,will equally pleaſe thoſe who 
take moſt delight in that which is worſt, having indeed no other way to keep them- 
ſelves in their own favour but by finding faults in others. And as I muſt alwayes 
eſteem it a high Reward of my Endeavonrs , if they be accepted by the Vertuors ; 
#; do think my ſelf worthy of wuch blame if I ſhould envy that ſmall content which 


any ſhall pleaſe to take in that which , becauſe it correſponds not with their Hu- 


mour, they vote = of rt ; eſpecially ſince I have plac'd the ſatisfaFion of my 
Mind concerning this Book, not in Expettation of Praiſe , but in Aſſurance that 
what I have written is a ſervice to Fertue and Truth. ; 
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pe, He beautiful * Irene conducting the Noble Travellers # Peace. 
Ba along the Grove, where the chearful Birds wel- 
com'd their Arrival with pleaſant Notes, in a ſhore 
time they entered into a Walk more ſpacious then 
the reſt, where fair Lyme.trees and flouriſhing Syca: 
mores ſtretchiog their long arms from one {ide to the 
other made a moſt hoſpitable ſhade, which with the 
| help of thick branches covered with broad leaves, 
kept out the offenſive heat, This Walk brought them to a Garden 
which joyned to the Houſe, which was beautified with many fair Plats, 
incompaſs'd with little Myrtle-hedges 3 and being adorned with excellent 
Flowers and fragrant Herbs, did recreate the Senſes and Minds of ſuch as 
came near them, with ſweet odours and lovely colours, It was grac'd 
with variety of broad Allies, bordered with Cypreſs-trees, Art the four 

corners of the Garden were Sommer: Pavilions of ſtructure ſufficiently... 

handſfom. Upon the other {1de of the Houſe was a fair Orchard planted 
with the beſt ſorts of Fruit-trees and many rare and uſeful Plants. The 
| paſlage to it was, through a little Wilderneſs, which by many windiogs 
repreſenting a Labyrinth ina Wood of Laurel, Holly and Juniper, led to 
a delightſom Aviary peopl'd with the beſt voic'd Birds, The middle of it, 
was embelliſhed with an Artificial Rock, out of which Cryſtal ſtreams 
continually aſcended through little Pipes; and falling down the fides of 
the ſtone, fill'd a ſmall Sea, in which the Rock ſtood, with water. Here 
the Birds took an ipfinite delight to drink and bath themſelves. Neither 
did they think themſelves Priſoners ; for the Cage being large, hand- 
ſomly turfed, and having many Trees planted round about the ſides of it, 
gavethem ſo much room to build their Neſts, and fly up and down, that 
they ſeemed to enjoy a Wood In a Palace. When they came to the ou- 
termoſt Walks upon the North-fide of the Orchard, they faw large Fith- 
ponds, ſome of which bred fo plentifully that they ſtoredall the reſt ; 
and thoſe which were not Mothers prov'd good Nurſes, and did fo 
well feed the young Frie, that they ſupplied the houſe upon all occafi- 
. ons with delicate and well-grown Fiſhes. They had no ſooner .en- 
tred intothe Garden, but they were in full: view of the Houle 3 which 
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though it was not fo curiouſly framd, as to make lignification, that he 
which built it, hoped to live in it for ever; yet neither was it fo meanly 
contriv'd or farniſh'd, byt that it was ft to entertaia moſt worthy perſons, 
At this time the Ownl looked upon It more pleaſingly then ever, judging 

\ it now the happy Receptacle of ſuch Company, as Angels would be glad 

to receive into their Celeſtial Manſions. 

* A divine Here the Virtuous * Theonve entertain'd the Noble Tavellers, and ac: 
Afind. coſted them with ſuch a Grace, that it ſtruck them into no ſmall Admirati- 
on of her preſence. She did fully anſwer and ſomewhat exceed thoſe fair 
Proportions, by which they had drawn her Image in their minds; not fo 

much in regard of thoſe fading Luſtres which are viſible in the Body, and 

do uſually produce a {light Love in amorous Hearts,/though ſhe had Beau- 

ty enough to make her Body a lodging moſt agreeable to the Excellene 

Qualities of her Heavenly Soul, and it became her as properly as a hand- 

ſume Cabinet doth a moſt rich Jewel) but ſhe was chiefly wonder'd at for 

thoſe better Virtues whieh raiſe and fix the greateſt Eſtimations in the 

Breaſts of the moſt knowing Perſons, But, that ſome which have heard of 

her incomparable PerfeCtions, would think them prophan'd, if any of no 

greater abilities then mine are, ſhould offer to picture them, I would ven- 

ture at her Deſcription. However I ſuppoſe I may lawfully do it, or at 

leaſt it is but a Sin that ſhe her ſelf would pardon, that upon fo juſt occaſt- 

on I make bold to relate what I can remember of her ſiogular Virtues. The 

ſhape of her Body was fo full of Symmetry, that the moſt curious Limner 

could find no fault io it, Her Eyes were beautified with a ſparkling Mode- 

ſty. Her Countenance was a lively Pourtraiture of Grave ſweetneſs, 

Her Dreſs was ſuch as ſhew'd, that ſhe neither wanted Art to put it on de. 

cently, nor was troubled with any phantaſtical _— in Apparel, Her 

Father negle&ed nothing which might ſignifie his affeRionate care of her 
"Happineſs, but beiog ſeofible that he had receiv'd from God a Daughter of 

an Excellent Nature, he was diligent to give her Education ſutable to her 

* 4 divine Capacity and Birth. 1n this point * Theonoe had the beſt affiſtance in the 
_ Preſwroer World, that is, the daily Example of her moſt prudent Mother * Soſandra, 
of ber Huſ» Her great Knowledg teſtified, that ſhe had improv'd all advantages to the 
——_ utmoſt, and was a clear proof that the Capacity of the Female Sex, is not 
ſo inferiour to ours as ſome Men do ignorantly believe. Her Fancy was 
quick, her Memory faithful, her judgment ſolid, She underſtood many 
Languages, and could ſpeak ſome very exactly, Her Diſcourſe was com- 
pos'd of diſcreet Wit, and raisd Admiration in all that convers'd with her: 
for ſhe delivered well-fitted words and excellent ſenſe with ſuch tunable 
Accents, that thoſe which heard her, thought ſhe ſpoke like Memmon's Sta- 
tue, when it was ſtruck with the Sun-beams. Her Converſation was Inge- 
nious, and alwayes expreſs'd ſuch a modeſt Confidence as accompanieth 
Innocence, when it is lodg d ina generous Soul, Her Temper was ſomthing 
reſerv'd, but void of all Morofity, Her Deportment prudent, and wanred 
nothing which ts requiſite to make up a graceful Carriage.She us'd no Aﬀes 
ctedneſs in her Speeches, Looks or Actions. Humility pleas'd it ſelf to dwell 
io ſuch a Noble Spirit, which ſet off its worth with all poffible Ad vantage.She 
had ſo much Diſcretion and Fidelity,that the moſt Excellent Perſons in the 
World deſired her Friendſhip. She did fo truly love Charity,and expreſs'd 
her regard of thoſe which needed it,with ſuch an univerſal carezthat there 
were none of her poor Neighbours which pray'd more heartily for them- 
ſelves then for her. She was known to be ſuch a paſſionate Votary to Cha- 


£5 ſtity,that none durſt ſpeak rudely in her preſence, She was a true Lover of 
God 
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God,8& devoted her beſt Atfections to him & to his ſervice, ever eſteem» 
iog it as a great folly to pretend Love to amiablePerſons or wortby Things, 
and to ſlight God, the greate(t Good and Firſt Fair, by whom all other 
things were made lovely. Her Religion was not made of Talk,or fram'd of 
a tew external addreſſes; by which mavy make their Devotionary part, 
like the reſt of their Life,a Complement:bur it conliſted in a great Knows 
ledg and much Love of the Divine Nature,and in a conſtant Refignation 
of her Will and Actions to all holy Commands as indiſputable Laws, Ha- 
ving ſpent a good part of her Life according to this infallible Method, at 
laſt ſhe grew accompliſh'd with all thoſe Virtuous Habits,and was bleſs'd 
with thoſe ſerene Tranquilities, which fix themſelves in thoſe Ingenuous 
Souls,where true Knowledg 1s ſincerely obey'd. | 
This is a rude draught of **Theonoe's Pertetions; and though T have + 4 divine 
not been able to paint her to the lite, yet it doth ſo far reſemble her. that 44%: 
by it you may know the Qualities of * Irene ; for they were not more Si- * Pac” 
{tersin Nature, then they were alike 1o all virtuous Accompliſhments, In- 
deed they were two lively Refletions of one Divine Beauty parted be: 
tween them,and ſhined with no more different Rayes then the Sun would 
ſend down, if it were cut in two pieces, 
Some poſhbly which may chance to read this Story,will be apt tothink 
that I have ſaid too much in their Commendation : but there is none 
which ever ſaw them and was in their company, but will either be angry 
or ſorry for the imbecillity of my Wit, finding the Ercominms which I 
have beſtow'd upon them, to fall ſo exceedingly ſhort of their tranſcen- 
dent Worth.I have the rather committed this ſhort Delineationto writing, 
becauſe I ſuppoſe that other ſorts of Painting are ooly able to expreſs but 
one half of Beauty, and that the far worſe part z and becauſe l think the 
two Siſters in this repreſentation, are ſo far beyond ordinary Exemplars, 
that many Ladies would thiok themſelves very handſom if they were like 
them; and of this I am ſure, that in all placesit is not eaſfje to meet with 
ſuch as are equally made up. I know it is no hard matter to find man 
which are grac'd with an elegant form of Body, pleaſing features of the 
Face, an amiable ſweetneſs of quick Eyes, Heads cover'd with fair Hair, 
ſmooth Hands parted into delicate Fingers endiog in a round littleneſs ; 
and in ſhort,adorn'd with proportions of Bodily parts ſo exaGtly meaſur'd, 
and lively colours fo well plac'd, that they might fit to Painters as Origi- 
| nal Copies of rare Pieces of Humane Form, and yet many of theſe Beau- 
ties are ſo deform'd with evil Diſpoſitions and diſhonourable Actions, 
that the excelkency of their bodily Compoſitionsis ſpvil'd by an ill-agree: 
ing connexion with a vicious Soul. For which they have been not unfitly 
compar'd to the Ancient Temples of Zgypt,which are fair outwardly,be- 
!0g large Structures built with choice Stones; but if you look'd inward, 
inttead of a God you ſhould only ſee an Ape, a Crocodile, or a Serpent. 
And yet how fondly do ſome dote upon theſe ewpty ſhows, eſteeming a 
well colour'd Skin or handſome Geſture above Excellency of Manners, 
Modeſty & Chaſtity,& thoſe other Virtues which conſtitate a great Soul? 
I call it Dotage, for the folly is no leſs ridiculous then if they ſhould be 
enamour'd with their fine cloths,or prefer the faſhion of their new Appa- 
re] before the comely ſhape of their Bodies. But I muſt return ro my Story. 
Amongſt thoſe manyDiverſions which the Travellers enjoy'd inthe con. 
verſation of theſeNobleSiſters,l muſt rot forget one which they cſteem'd a+ 
bove all the reſt:It was aSommer-houſe which#Theander had built near the + 4 1;jns 
Head of a pleafant Spring, which running under it made the lower Roows 4:. 
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cool Grotta's,& was adorn d by a neighbouring Groye which grew hard 
by it. As ſoon as they were told that Thearder made this the Receptacle of 
his retired Life,they were affeCted with a fiogular pleaſure;for we are apt 
to be moy'd,I know not how,with the very places where we find particu- 
lar remembrances of thoſe brave Souls,whoſe Virtues we have admired;8& 
ſcem to ſee thoſe great men, when theHouſes where they dwelt,the Rooms 
in which they diſcours'd,&the Tables where they ſate,are before our eyes. 
Here Theander was conſtantly to be found,not (Jeeping away his Time, or 
waſting it idly with vain pleaſures, as the ſoft Gallants of Rome trifled a- 
way their Lives in the Gardens of Tarquin:no,Theander and many Virtuo- 
ſo's which daily frequented his Houle,convers'd in theſe Privacies, as the 
Great Tuly did with Atticus, Cotta and Balbw, and the reſt of his learn'd 
Companions,when they walk'd under th@AX/arian Oak at Arpinumm,or fate 
in cool ſhades upon the Banks of Fibrexns, Having here ſequeſtred them- 
ſelves from the Tumults of the lower World and the avocations of vulgar 
Converſation, they enjoy'd a freedom from the troubles of impertinent 
Company,rejoyc'd in a calm fruition of noble Studies,and recreated them: 
Clves with a moſt profitableDiverſion from ſuch laborious employments, 
as ſome men by reaſon of their condition of Life,are neceſſitated to under- 
go, Hither they retir'd to modeſt Pleafures,and ſweetned Labour with 
Iogenuous Recreation, Here Theander,when he was alone, improv'd his 
Mind in the Knowledg of things by deep Meditation ; not only reading 
ſuch Books as were worthy to have been written : but ſometimes writiog 
ſuch as were not unworthy to be read;deſigning his endeavours not only 
to his own entertainment,but to acccompliſh his Soul with ſuch abilities as 
might make him more ſerviceable to the common good of mankind, When 
his Friends came to him, he made them contribute their Afſiſtances,whilſt 
they employ'd themſelves joyntly, ſometimes in the Contemplation of the 
Heavens, to obſerve the ſeveral motions of the Planets, and by the help 
of Teleſcopes to take notice of their various Appearances, and ſometimes 
in examination of Minerals 3 for which purpoſe they had a Room well 
appointed with Furnaces and Diſtillatories : otherwhiles they enquired 
into the Myſteries of ſenfitive Nature, the Reaſons of Growth, and the 
Eogines of Automatous motion, which may be underſtood by Anatomy. 
Some ſele& places of the Garden, were furniſh'd with large Bee-hives 
made-of Glaſs ; and through thoſe Windows they peep'd into the ex- 
quifite methods of thoſe buſie Artiſts, which contain ſuch great Skill in a 
little Compals, 

In the Grove * Theander had built a Chappel, which in my mind was a 
Deſign full of prudence;He,withourt doubt,having found in himſelf upon 
his Arrival in this ſolemn place a great alteration of Temper,that is,a more 
raiſed diſpoſition for devout thoughts,took the advantage of his Experi- 
ence, & dedicated the place to holy Services,hoping charitably that thoſe 
good people which came to it through thoſe ſhady Walks, would be encoun- 
tred with thoſe heavenly affeions which he had felt in himſelf, Who hath 
not obſery'd that the ſoft murmurs of a Fountain, the fight of that green 
Moſs which naturally adornsthe Banks,'the gentleblaſts ofcool Air which 
are whiſpered through theTrees, 8 the vative horrour of a thickGrove,do 
compoſe the Mind to more then ordinary thoughts, & raiſe great paſſions 
in the Soul? Upon our firſt entrance into an ancient Temple,arched with a 
lofty Roof, whoſe awful folemnity is heightned with ao holy Silence, or 
when we deſcend into a ſpacious Cave, whoſe hollowneſs not wrought by 
Art ſeems to be a naturalVault overfpread with the Canopy of an hangiog 
Mountain 
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Mountain,do we not feel our ſelves ſtruck with a ſacred dread,and made 
apt to entertain more ſoft aff*Ctions;as if the Walls we ſee,or theGround 
on which we tread,were animated with ſome particular Genizs which be- 
ſtowed upon us this change of Diſpolition,either as an aſſurance of Wel- 
come,or elſe as a notice of its own great Preſence?For this reaſon we muſt 
needs ſuppoſe,that the knowing Poets frequented the headsof Fountains, 
& meditated in filent Woods. not only as Receſles from noiſe, but as thoſe 
delightful Manſions where they were ſure to find the Muſes alwayes at 
home,never fail to receive their wonted Inſpirations. The Heatheniſh Ido- 
laters had ſo much prudence in the courſe which they took for the ſuppor- 
ting of Erroneous Worſhip,as to joyn a Grove to every Templesfor whilſt 
the People, apt to admire whatſoever is ſtrange, thought ſome inviſible 
Power muſt needs inhabit. ſuch Solemn Places,their Devotion received a 
natural nouriſhment from their Eyes : Of theſe effcCts their Idolatrous 
Guides could eaſily make application to what ObjeCt they pleaſed, the 
Worſhippers being extretnely ignorant. But Theand'r,who knew how to 
make uſe of every thing, had virtuouſly improv'd theſe natural advanta- 
ges both for himſelfand his Neighbours,who were willing to be relieved 
from the oppreſlive load of Secular life;8 knowing that they muſt needs 
loſe God where they cannot find themſelves, would earneſtly long to re- 
tire frequently to this pious Solitude, where they were reſtored to the 
uſe of their own better Powers ; and taſting there the freſh delights of 
"the Divine Preſence, would be unwilling to deſcend from this holy 
Mount into thoſe lower Grounds where earthly Vapours alwayes riſe, 
and uſually ſtifle and choke the delicate ſenſe of the Soul, When I 


think of' * Theander, (and I often think of him) I cannot but wiſh to be + , ;;»;.. Fer: 


in ſome ſuch place, ſon, 

The Noble Travellers viſited this Chappel every day,and ſpent a great 
part of their time here,in the Grove and the Garden- houſe; which, beſide 
the other Conveniences forementioned, was accommodated with a flat 
Roof, which being covered with Lead and incompaſs'd with Balliſters 
gave'em leave to walk where they enjoy'd the Pleaſure of two fair Pro- 
{pects.Lpon one (ide they had a view of the Higher * Theoprepia,ſhewiog +, ;..... 
at a good diſtance like a pleaſant Landskip. In the way to it they behe]d 5tare above. 


the whole valley of *Elp;/cale, and at the further end of the Dale the fair | T font __ 


© Partly bright, 


Haven ® Ka/olimen, and the famous River © Lampromela, which parts the 
two T heoprepia's. At Kalolimen an old Ferriman call'd « Euthanatus, by p»'th dark. 


. un = ; d 
order ofthe Prince of Theoprepia, gives conſtant attendance to tranſport as Death 


all Paſſengers which come through © Bioſcalus over the River Lamprome- 
la. I have not yet receiv'd a perfect notice of the particulars which 
make up this Excellent Landskip, and therefore I muſt crave your Par: 
don, good Reader, that I paſs it by with ſuch a ſhort Narrative. | 
From the other fide of this Roof they look'd into that part of f Theriagene * p:yencyars 
where ſtood the great City s Plutocopia. This was removed from * Thean #27 
der's ſeat to ſuch a diſtance,that it was not diſcernable without the help of ten. a 
a ProſpeCtive-glaſs. Bertivolio perceiving it to be very large,defired i Theo: Rich. 
noe to givethem aDeſcription of it, & to inform them concerning the Cu- + 
ſtomsof thePeople.l ſhal the more willingly obey your Command, avſwer'd i 4 divine 
Theonoe, having receiv'd [ntelligence concerning it from a kinſman of mine 4%: 


;who came to viſit usnot long ſince,being juſt then return'd fromPlutocopia, 


6 A good life, 


whither he had travell'd to acquain: himſelf with their manner of Life. It « perrur4arisys 


was call'd Plutocopia by * Taraxion, the Son of ' Mateogenes, who built it, | 4 ign0b!e 


er[0n, 
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ple the P/utocopians do but too much imitate. It is ſituate upon an Iſthrws 
or oarrow Bridg of Earth lying betweentwo vaſt Seas, which do continus 
ally beat upon it, and every day waſh away ſome part of the Land with 
their impetuous waves, There is nothing very remarkable inthis City but 
an unſpeakable Induſtry which they beſtow only to get Riches. TheirCoin 
hath no Image upon it,but is only inſcrib'd with two words, * Chryſws be- 
iog ſtamp'd upon one fide of it, & * Tapante upon the other. The Device is 
not improper, becauſe it doth fignificantly expreſs the vaſt apprehenfions 
which they have of Wealth. They underſtand no other Happineſs but that 
which they can meaſure,as Hannibal did the Romans Riogs, by the Buſhel. 
They beſtow upon themſelves for Recreation ſome of the moſt feculent 
ſort of Pleaſures,for they vouchſafe to be drunk ſometimes at a glutronous 


' Feaſt, A virtuous perſon is reckon'd among them by the number of Ser. 


vants which be keeps, the Acres of Land which he poſleſſeth, or the Ships 
which belopg to him.Charity is eſteem'd a capital Foolery: Humility and 
Modeſty are confined to the houſes of the Poor, The Inhabitants are all,ei- 
ther unjuſt themſelves,or Opprefſors Heirs. Lngenuous Arts have no place 
amongſt them. They think themſelves incomparably learned, ifthey un- 
derſtand the Tongues of Trade, and have ſome little skill in Courtſhip. 
They never tafted any Liberty of Soul, 8: are at laſt ſo extreamly in love 
with their habitual Slavery,that they will neither open their eyesto look 
upon Truth, nor hearken to thoſe which offer to ſhew them their Errrors. 
They take it asthe greateſt incivility in the world for any to attempt the 
change of theirOpinions. The truth is,having bottom'd theDeſigos oftheir 
Life and their expeQations of Felicity upon Erroneous thoughts, wiſe 
Counſel would but diſturb their Peace.Some which have calculated their 
Laticude,report that they are fituate in a Climate which lies many degrees 


- Without the Tropick of Virtue. The Youth being never acquainted with 


* The City of 
the Rich. 


any other methods of Education, but to learn how to get and keepMoney, 


do uſually fo improve themſelves in that Art, that they are able to cheat 
their rx fodder, in a ſhort time they do fo exceed the bounds of Coves 
tous defires which were ſet to them, that they will frequently complain 
that their over-grown Parents do not die ſoon enough.lo point of Marri- 
ape they are contrary to the Geniws of other Lovers,for in * Plutocopia no 
young Virgia hath ſo many Suitors as arIch old Woman with three Teeth. 
Thoſe which are beautified with a good Forune,efpecially if they be not 
likely to live long, though they be really very il|-favour'd, are there e- 
ſteem'd more handſome then an Exquifite piece done by Titian or Yan- 
Dyke.They are very uncivil to Strangers, hoping by this means that they 
ſhall be freed from the chargeable trouble of entertaining ſuch as come 
from other places. They are iofioitely ſuſpitious of their Neighbors,& up- 
on {mal occaſions magnified by Jealouſie and falſe Reports,will fall upon 
one another, after ſuch a cruel manner,that one would think a Civil War 
had happen'd amongſt a ſwarm of Waſps. They are rpetually Litigious, 
and drag thoſe to the Law whom they have iojur'd le 1s no wonder,for it 
is their principal to believe that they ought to hate another for ever,after 
they have once done him a Diſcourteſie. They are ſo exceedingly ingrate- 
ful,that thoſe few (and they are but few) which do good to others, are 
ſo far from hoping for a thankful requital, that they fear a miſchief from 
none more then thoſe whom they have reliev'd. They are alwayes 
gnaw'd with Envy, repining at that which they call the Happineſs of 0- 
thers ; which is great Houſes, Beneficial Offices, Much Plate, Brave Fur- 
niture, Rich Coaches, High Diet, Gallant Clothes and Large Gardeos. 


They 
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They commonly make ſo much haſt to be Rich, that by a too-eager Prole- 
cution of their croſs Deſigns they hinder not only others, but themſelves; 
like peopleia aThrong,who thruſting each other forward with an indiſcreet 
haſt to get out at ſome Door,do wedg up the paſlage. They count ita great 
Ability to cheat one another; and this Art is praQtic'd among them ſo gene» 
rally, that ſome have reſembled * P/ztocopia to a field in the time of a great + 7% Gy of 
Plague, where you can ſee nothing but Crows and Carkafles. They have v.04 Kich, 
ſo corruptew the Offices of Friendſhip, that the Stagyrite would be forc't to 
burn out two or three of Diogenes his Candles, betore he ſhould find an 
there, which would fit his Definition, They love their Friends as they do 
their Lands, «nd deſpiſe all Friendſhip but that which they can put to uſe. 
They areſo far from practicing any generous notions of Love, that they ac- 
count them ridiculous perſons that ſpeak of 'em. Yet they are ſo vex'd with 
the efte&s of Unworthineſs and Falſhood when they feel them, that in a 
great diſcontent they will wilh there were ſome infallible Mark ſet upon 
Hypocrites, or that a Window were made into mens Boſoms , not mind- 
ing what ſport they themlelves would make if their wiſhes were accom. 

liſh'd. 
: If it were not too tedious to relate the Story,l would acquaint you with 
a Trick which was lately put upon them by one 2 Alopex. He and two of « ,;; 
his Companions arriving in an lan, (tay'd there two or three dayes, where 
they made an agreement that they ſhould ſalute Apex as their Lord in all 
companies, and haviog put him into Mourning Apparel, pretend that the 
cauſe of his coming to * P/utocopia was the Death of a moſt hopetul Son, his * 2% Gy of 
only Child, whom he had lately buried in « Poliitberion,which was the chief 7,3 f 
City of * Theriagene,which was far diſtant,being parted by a great Sea from za; | 

y gene, zvcing Þ Y 2 great 

Plutocopia ; and that thereforethe moſt diſconſolate Gentleman had lett his * m_—_— 
City, leſt the company of his Son's Friends or the light of his Grave,ſhould **** 
keep his ſorrows alive; and that as an addition to his Grief he had ſuffered 
ſhipwrack, by which he loſt Ten thouſand pounds, which he brought with 
him to buy ſome convenient ſeat, and to diſcharge the Expences of his a- 
bode,till he could diſpoſe of his Eſtate,which was very great bothin Lands 
and Goods,in his own Country; and that he had reſolv'd to ſpend the reſt 
of his Life in Plutocopia,where his Loſs did not ſo much trouble him,as that 
being deſtitute of his Attendants he ſhould not be acknowledged accor- 
ding to his Dignity. He Cough frequently,as being in a Conſumption, and 
drank often of a little Glaſs, which he call'd for with ſuch a low voice, as if 
he were ready to faint for want of Spirits; he talk'd alwayes of his Lands, 
Houſes and Money ; made his Will every day, in which he imploy'd the 
molt noted Scrivener in the City,unto whom he beftow'd great Legacies, 
His name was * Klerotheron, a man famous for great skill in his Proteſiion. + owe that 
He us'd to lend money to yourg Heirs,and having got a Mortgage for the on for the 
Principal,did not loog after purchaſe the Fee with the Intereſt, It was his {1,7 
manner when he was entertain'd in a Suit,to promiſe his Client luſtily;but 
beivg compell'd ſometimes to take a bribe from the adverſe party, he fre- 
quently found-himſelf ſo equally pois'd, that he ſtood like Buridaz's Aile, 
huogry between two ſorts of meat which pleas'd him alike, and knew not 
which cauſe to proſecute firſt, This man * Alopex thought a very fit in- * 4 #9*: 
ſtrument to promote his deſign, The firſt uſe which he made of him was to 
hire him a brave Houſe near the River,which he did ; and in a ſhort time by 
his means he inveigled many covetous Citizens into his Aquaintance, who, 
in hopes to be made his Heirs,feaſted him magnificently,turniſh'd him with 
Monies,ſent him rich Prefents,and ſo carefully perform'd whatſoever they 


thought 


Bentivolio and Urania, Book V, 


thought acceptable to him,that Aſopex began to think his lies true,and was 
willing to forget the reality of his Condition ; till one of his mock-ſervants 
having bethought himſelf of the inſecurity of Falſhood, and knowing what 
they ſhould be forc'd to ſuffer it they were diſcover'd, ask'd Alopex atter he 
b Om that had return'd half drunk from a Feaſt, What would become of us, if * Kle- 
hunts for 197 rothgron, who pretends ſo much kindneſs to us, ſhould ſend a ſpie to © Po- 
R --> <brg ge liſthereon to know the certainty of our Reports ? Then replied A/opex,like 
© The City of a than awaken'd out of a pleaſant dream with a loud Thunder-clap, we 
as ſhould be forc'd to pay for our good chear. I thiok it is high time, ſaid his 
other Companion, to free our ſelves from the danger of Dithimulation by a 
real Eſcape ; for having (inn'd fo egregioutly, we ſhall alwayes expe the 
Puniſhment which we have delerv'd. But what courſe ſhall we take? I 
think I can reſolve you,replied his Fellow-ſervant, I underſtood yelter- 
day there is a Bark in the Port, which though it bears other colours, be- 
v 0ne that lives Jongs to ® Amphibins,which is an {land not belonging to the Juriſdiction of 
__ = ., Theriagene : The Maſter's name is © Pirates, I will ingage him with a good 
the water, (um of Money to take us in, The Wind being fair, they will be ready 
- 4 Pirate. to ſet ſail, for they have diſpos'd of their Fraight, To morrow, ſaid he, 
turning to his Maſter,you ſhall teign your (elf very fick,and ſend for Klero: 
theron,and let him know that you deſire toremove your (elf to his Country- 
Houſe, which lies near the Sea about three Leagues from the City, being 
willing to die there privately, that you may not be troubled with Sollici- 
* One that tOrs:withall give* Klerotheron your la(t Will, which you may make to night, 
ſeeks pores on and appoint him the ſole Heir of your Eſtatezentreat him to go along with 
rances. You without giving any notice of your Deſign, and when we have him 
abroad, leave the reſt to me. They approvd this Plot, and put it in 
Execution the next Morning whilſt it was dark. When they were gone 
* A Fx, off a little from Land * Alopex would needs be very ſick, and de- 
fired Klerotheron to keep him company in his Cabbin, pretending 
that he doubted very much that he ſhould never live to ſee his Houle, 
Klerotheron comforted him, and endeavourd to make him believe os 
therwiſe, Alopex entertaining Klerotheron ſometimes with pretences 
of inclination to Vomit, ſometimes 1aveighiog againſt the uomercitul- 
neſs of the Sea, ſametimes feigning a ſleep, and when he awaked 
giving order concerning the manner of his Burial, amus'd him with vari- 
ous diverſions till they were above four Leagues at Sea. Klerotheron, ſup: 
poſing that they might very well have come to his houſe 1n leſs time, call'd 
to the Pilot, for Alpex would not let him ſtir out of his Cabbio, and told 
him he was afraid that they ſteer'd a wrong courſe. The Pilot pretending 
to be very angry.replied, that he was too old to be directed by him. Klero- 
theron being ſo ſnibb'd, was compell'd to a little more Patience : but at laſt 
ſuſpeCting ſome misfortune, ruſh'd out and went upon the Decks; and per- 
* 7%e Hand of CELVIDg that they were almoſt arriv'd at the I{land * Moroneſw, cryed out 
flaud of 

Fools, very diſcontentedly, Sirs, what do you mean? To land you at your houſe 
there, anſwer'd Alopex his ſervants, That is not my houſe, ſaid Klerothe- 
r0#; you have over-ſlipt it a League. They replied, Whether this be 
your houſe or no, we know not, but we are ſure that you muſt land here, 
Whilſt they were talking, Alopex appear'd, not making any great ſhow of 
ſickneſs now; at which Klzrotheron wonder'd: but much more when Alopex 
began to adviſe him with a grave voice not to diſobey the young men, leſt 
they ſhould throw him over-board. Klerotheron not knowing whether that 

was any great miſchief, conſidering his preſent condition, ſtood muſlin 
* 47s, What to ſay, till * Alopex having aſſured that all his Lands and Eſtate (<x- 
| | | cept 
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to prevent all further Ditpuration, let down * K/rrotheron by a rope into a « x1, Wand 0! Mt! 
; hg " » * on vs == # 

boat which they had cail & it1om the thoregmakiong what failthey could, Foob. Hi 
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Fox of the two, and loath to loſe Hits Prey atter be had got it into POl- F fate; 
{<flion, having devefted Alop-x and his fervants of all the ſpoils which © Proc: 
they had gotten in Plutocopia, ard tollowing the example which he had Yi! 
bur juſt then ſeen , beſtow d upon th-m &hitle oId Bizket and mouldy | "t 
Checle, and left them upon a D- tart If] :nd call'd * Leflocharis HS. | I 
Here © Theonoe made a pau'e,and begging pardon for the length of her of Thieves. * W 
Jocular ſtory,they granted it. with laughing at the juſt Fate of Klerothe- _— 
ron,& the retaliation of his ſutferings upon Alopex.After they had pleas'd PoE: 1! 
themſelves a while and were now tileat, * /rexe told them that, it their » perce. 1 
patience would bear it, ſhe ſhould acquaint them with another Accident 4 
which happen 'd after the former, in the ſame place, as ſhe underitood g 
from the ſame Gentleman , who tor a diverſion related it to them one 
vight after ſupper, and at her Requelt gaveit to her 1a writing. It beg1n £ 
thus . 4 
The P/utocopians worſhip a God called 'Huiochryſus, whom they have ial Ga7. « 
honoured with the folemn Celebration 'of a publick Feaſt twice every | 
year,and with a Golden Statue ſet in a molt conſpicuous place in the mid(t . 
of their City. It was made by * Eudemon, eltcem'd by them as the beſt * 4,04 6c. 
Artiſt in the World, At the delire of the Plutocopianc he had ſhown hig #9 2h vii 
utmoſt Skill in the contriving of a Noble Deſign to do honour to their xc and (6 ju 
God.lIt was fram'd, as far as 1 can remember, aſter this manner. Eudemon 12» hon YN 
erected a Magnificent Arch ; in the middle of the South-Front towards Wl 
the top he put the Image of Holochryſus fitting in a throne made of Silyer, Wc! 
which ſtood upon a high Rock, and ſeem'd to be divided from the lower Wt! 
ground by Preciples, naturally abrupr,but made of more difficult Aſcent RF - 
with ſtupendious extuberancies of Ice and Snow,inſomuch that it was al- j 
molt inacceſſible,elpecially toward the top. Notwithſtandiog that, one | 
: Ponus did encouraged ſuch as climb'd,and help'd them with his hand * Latowr. "T 
over ſome difficult places z yet the Paſſages were ſo dangerous (lippery, i 
that thoſe which aſcended with the moſt bold Confidence, did uſually * 
' fall down and break their Necks, Thoſe which eſcaped the danger of '"þ 
this rough way,came to a ſmall Plat of plainer ground, where they ſeem'd 
to ſtand aſtoniſh'd, their eyes being dazled with the glory of the [lluſtri- _ 
ous Image. A beautiful Virgin in a gliſtering Habit call'd » P/eudelpis, was Þ Falſe Hope. ab 
plac'd on the right fide of © Holochryſus, and becken'd to them to come © 4! God. I 
nearer the God, where ſeveral Worſhippers -upon their knees before the | 
Throne, received from the Hands of Holochryſus chains of Gold and Jew- 
els. They ſaid that Eudemon upon the North-part of the Arch had drawn 
the Figure of © Apateon,who taking the Advantage of a Precipice as they 4 4 Decciv:r, 
return'd upon the back-ſide of the Rock, (for they were not permitted Wit, 
togo down the ſame way which they came, becauſe of the Multi udes UILETTR 
which were ſtill climbing up) robb'd moſt of the Votaries of thoſe rich \þ volt 
Gifts which they had received, and afterwards threw them head-long | 
from the Rock : andif any chanc*d to eſcape this Death, they were mec » { 
and jeer'd by a ſcornful Virgin call'd © Hybrzs. Moſt of them were ſo vext © Contnn!,, 
at their diſappointment, that whenthey came at the bottom of the Hill, 
they were repreſented as entreating an old Woman call'd * Angerona to « G,;; 
ſtravgle them,But theſe Figures are not now to be ſeen, becaul: * Chre. * 41oer of 
matopbilus,a Citizen of great Note in Plutocopia, had procur'd them to be 9% FP 
obliterated as being a dilhonourable Appendage to that Divioe Image. | 
| Before 
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Before this Arch upon a riting ground (tood an Altar,at which b Pleone@es 
the High Prieſt gave attendance; and,according to their Cuſtom, after 
ſome Sacrifices,he recited a Panegyrick made in the praiſe of Holochryſss, 
whom he extoll'd as the Patron of their City, the ProteCtour of their 
Happineſs, the Founder of their Digoities, the Fountain of their Joyes, 
and in ſhort,acknowledg'd him to be the Beginning and End of all their 
Defigns. The Plutocopians applauded hisOrations with an Univerſal Hum, 
ſome having heard what he laid, and others imitating their Neighbours, 
After this they entertain'd themſelves with Mulick, Dances, and other 
ſports correſpondent to their Feltival ſolemnity, 

Whilſt they were in the midſt of their Jollity, * Sk-/etion, a grave 
Philoſopheryhis Habit reſembling thoſe which of old were called Cynicks, 
of a {low pace, and looks ſomewhat caſt down, being newly arrived in 
the City, went to ſee the mauner of this great Afſzmbly. He took the firſt 
convenient place which he could find,fate down,and fel] a weeping. The 
more inconl(1derate of thoſe which were next him, took his- impertinent 
Tears as an affront to their common Joyes. Others which pretended to 
a lictle skill in Hiſtory, thought that Heraclit#s having taken upon him 
the Form of Diogenes, was riſen from the Dead. Whilſt he continued 
weeping they began to leave off their Mirth, the Multitude flocking a- 
bout him, as boyes uſe to do about a Stranger. Their Curioſity was the 
greater, becauſe they ſaw agreat Glaſs in his hand which had ſuch a 
ſtrange Power, that it made moſt of thoſe which look” d upon it to ſhed 


b 7%: Image "of (Ears. He call'd his Glaſs b Iconecron. It was made in around Figure by 
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one © Cranion, his Brother, who had form'd a Deaths-head lo artificially 
upon it, that thoſe which ſaw it, diſcerning nothing but a rotten Skull 
without Hair or Skin, a few Teeth all uncoverd, inſtead of Eyes empty 
holes, and no Noſe,were amaz'd, being ready to think, that fince their 


Image was thus transform'd, they had been dead a great whilezor if they 


were at preſent alive, yet they fell a crying to perceive what within a 


little ſpace of time they muſt of neceſlity be. Skeletion ſaid nothing,only 


wept with them; and being unwilling to be troubleſome at this time, he 
retired to his Inne. This accident was like a ſhowr of- Rain to Country- 
people at a Fair, and forc'd ſo many of the Company to withdraw,that it 
both put an unacceptable Period to the pleaſure of their Feaſt, and made 
'em forget what they had enjoy d ; for when they were gone home, they 
talk'd of nothing now but Skeletion and his Glals, 

A few dayes after this, the * P/utocopians had a Great Mart, which 
they kept every Moneth upon a large Key adjoyning to a muddy River 
call'd * Glycipicrow , which ran through their City ; where whilſt they 
were iofioitely buſie in ſelling and buying of Trifles, * Enphranor the 
Son of © Morogelon,a Jolly Fellow, never out of Humour, moderately fat 
and of a lively complexion, famous for his merry Temper,for he us'd to 
laugh atall the World, having heard of the incomparable Vanity of 
the * Plutocopians,came to the Town 1n hope to make himſelf ſome ſport. 
He was not deceiv'd of his Expectation, for he had no ſooner got upon 
a high place whence he obſerv'd the People and their Attions, but he 
had like to have kill'd himſelf with laughing. The Plutocepiar ſtaring 
upon him, not without ſome Indignation, ask'd him what he laugh'd ar. 
At you, replied Exphranor, who make ſuch a filly Queſtion : when every | 
thiog which I ſee is ridiculous, do you demand what I laugh at? He ' 
continued his Mirth fo long, and laugh'd fo heartily and loud, that they 
began to be afraid of him, and ſuſpe&ed that he was Mad. For ſeveral 
dayes he made It his Recreation to walk up and down the ſtreets , 
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and to deride the Follies of the Plutocopians, which he ſaw expreſs'd m 

a thouſand ridiculous Varieties; whilſt the penſive * Skeletion, whoſe A. dried 
eyes were Fountalns of pity, deplor'd , as he thought it his charitable nl 
duty, their Unhappineſs, The P:ntocopzans lufficicntly diſturb'd by Ske- 

letion, were yet more vext upon the Arrival of Exphranor, upon whom 

they could look no more pleafingly, then as upona ſecond Meſſenger 

which comes to confirm bad news, They thought P/utocotia ſtood before 

theſe men of ſuch contrary Tempers, like thoſe Pictures, which being 

look'd upon divers wayes, repreſent different Figures;ſhewing a Babooh 

to one Spectatour, and at the ſame time a Beggar to another, After a 

little time the Plutocopians began to be extreme angry, ſeeing themſelves 

both piticd by one as miſerable Wretches, and laugh'd at by another as 

Fools; and complain'd of the injuries which they ſuftered,to their chief 
Magiſtrate, by name * Bathypogon.He having conſulted with ſome of the *9newho hath 
graver Senators, determin'd that they were both out of their Wits, and *"* 54- 
made an Order that * Archibius and * Thurepanzia, the two principal 7 Authw 
Phyfitians of the City, ſhould viſit 'em and endeavour their Cure. Not t fn $ le con 
thit © Bathypogon was much moved with any charitable reſentment of «ver a»y door. 
their condition, but to free the Citizens from trouble. The two Strangers ©** oy 
lay both in one Inne, where when the Phylitians were come, they defired 

the Maſter of the Houſe to acquaint 4 Skeletion and © Euphranor who * 4 dried Car- 
they were, andto let them know, they having heard thoſe two Gent!e- _ fs 
men to be Strangers in P/#tocopia, had preſum'd fo far as to give them the ygreaſanc Un- 
trouble of a Viſit.By good chance they were both together,tor Evphranor 96%: 

had gone that morning to Skeletion's chamber on purpoſe to laugh at the 

Weeper; for among other things which made him ſport, he thought $Skes 

letion very worthy to be laugh't at, who ſeeing the world miſerable by 

reaſon of their affteted Folly, would needs cry for that which could not 

be altered, and affiit himſelf becauſe many were io miſery when as by 

that means he added one uvhappy Fool to their wretched number, Ex- 

phranor went forth, and ſeeing the Phyſicians in the next Room, accoſted 

them chearfully, thank'd them for their Civility, defired them to come 

ioto Skeletion's Chamber and (it down. Skeletion took no notice of them, 

but ſignified much grief of Mind by Silence and a dejefted Counte- 

nance, Archibivs and his companion having ſaluted their Patients; after 

a little diſcourſe Archibins deſired to know the reaſon of Skeletior's ſor: 

row. I weep, ſaid Skeletion , to think how many Men and Women you 

have kill'd. At this Exphranor was taken with a new fit of Laughter. 
1hurepaneda asking him the Reaſon of his Mirth, Exphrazor told himhe 

could not chuſe but laugh to confider how willingly people paid great 

Fees for that Death which was beſtow'd upon them, and to think how 

lictle you car'd for what Skeletzon (aid,it being all one to you whether you 

kill or cure, ſo you be pai'd for it.Thxrepane@Fa being of a proud temper, 

was very much troubled to be ſo abus'd where he went without expeQa- 

tion of a reward, Archibins was not mooved, knowing it is an Indecorum 

for a Phyfician to be angryat his Patients, eſpecially when their diſeaſe 

isin their Braivs;and contiouiog his Diſcourſe with * Skeletion,attempted , ,,., -,. 
by divers Queſtions to find out the cauſe of Skeletion's Malady. But «a/;. | 
Skeletion took him off, ſaying, that though the World were not in other 
re{peQs barren of occaſionsof Sorrow, yet he ſhould not ceaſe Weeping 
whilſt he ſaw it abus'd by ſo many bold Aedicuccio's, who being (tran- 
gersto the Principles of true Philoſophy, utterly ignorant of the Myſte- 
rious conſtitution of Humane Bodies, unskilful in Anatomy except what 
they had ſeen praCtis'd at ſome great Dinner, carcleſs of Study, and un- 
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furniſh'd with Experience,yet pretend to be Reſtorers of Health, and Sa- 
viours to Mankind:though they are more affliQtive to the lick then their 
Diſeaſes themſelves, if they would let them alone. He accus'd them of 
Diſingenuity, becauſe they did not acquaint their Parents with the ſhor- 
teſt way to Health, and both negleted to exhort them to Temperance, 
& toteach them to meaſure it according to the Nature of their various 
Conſtitutions. He eſteem'd it cruelty,that fuch as by the Miſ-government 
of themſelves had fallen into ſickneſs, muſt alſo be tormented with the te- 
dious courſes of Phyfick, and be forc'd to continue fick till their Phyſitian 
was content to gain no more by their want of Health; and the poſlibility 
of their Recovery made very doubtful, being expos d to the uncertain O- 
peration of divers Medicines jumbled together in a long Compolition,the 
pompous number of coſtly Ingredients only ſerving to make a greater 
ſhew of a learn'd Preſcription,to keep fick men poor too, and to enrich 
covetous Apothecaries. In ſhort,he told them that he was ſorry ſo many 
of them had not read their great Maſter's Oath, and that fewer ob- 
ſerv'dit; adviſing them never to pretend to the honourable Name of 
Hippocrates his Dilciples, or attempt to cure others, whilſt they found 
themſelves fick of the Diſeaſes which he had forementioned. Theſc 

* Oue who «4+ words put * ThurepaneRa into ſuch a ſharp Paroxyim of his angry Di- 

19144 *2")  ſtemper,that he was not able to bear the Abuſe any longer, but flung our 

* oncof amer- Of the Room. This ſight did fo tickle * Exphranor's Spleen, that he 

6 tarts fell a laughing. * Archibins himſelf could not chuſe but ſmile. Skeletion re- 

a uthor . . . 

Life, proving Ewphranor 3 How can I forbear Jaughing at you, replied he, 
when I hear you talk fo fillily to one, that 1s refolv'd never to mind 
what you ſay ; and at him for being apgry at that which he knows to 
be true? * | | | 

Archibins perceived that theſe men were not mad;and judg'd that 7h#- 
repane& had not juſt cauſe to be ſo highly offended, knowing that many 
counterfeit Phyſicians deſerve thoſe Reproofs which Skeletion had given 
them 3 and that what he had ſaid, was ſo far from bringing any prejudice 
upon thoſe Gallant Perſons that are really accomplilh'd with that uſeful 
Skill which they profeſs,that the deteCtion of falſe pretenders would only 
remove a few blocks out of their way, reſtore due Honour to that Di- 
vine faculty,and advance the Health and Happineſs of Mankind. He would 
williogly have ſtay'd longer to enjoy converſe with Expbranor, for Skele- 
tion was not pleaſant Company 3 but confidering what effe&s the wrath 
of ThurepaneRa,which was incens'd, might poflibly produce, he took his 

* Great Beard, leave,and went to * Bathypogor's Houſe, where he found Thurepanea en- 
gap d in deep invectives againſt Ske/etion and Ewphranor,ſaying that they 
were not only mad men but Villains,& that Bathypogor ought to take the. 
ſame or more ſevere notice of them, then if they had brought the Plague 
tothe Town; they being fick of two ſorts of Madnefs, & both fo infeftive, 
that they would endanger the putting of many people out of their Wits, 
Archibius was ſorry that Tharepaxe@a had proceeded (o far in his Defa- 
mation; but when he had made an end,Bathypogor asking his opinion allo, 
he ſpoke in their Defence, and told him and his Afſiſtance that the two 
Strangers were troubled with ſome Diſtempers, but thoſe eatily curable ; 
that he did not apprehend them to be mad,much leſs that they were guil- 
ty of any unworthy Intentions, or defign'd any miſchief againſt-the City. 
As a more plauſible way to perſwade them to believe what he ſaid,(for he 

knew it was a hard Task to ſpeak to any purpoſe in the behalf of perſons, 

againſt whom thoſe which heard him, were already prejudic'd,) he was 

going to have told them'the ſtory of Democritus and the Citizens * Ab- 
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dera: But Thurepanettaintertupied him,faying, Bathypogon, & you Gentle- 
men which ſit by bim,may well fuſpeCt that to be true which I have repor- 
| ted concerning the contagiuus nature of theſe mens Madneſs,for you fee 
it hath infe&ted a Phyfitian. * Arc4;bins being ſo much in his wits as not to * he Autlr 5/ 
trouble himſelf with making a vain ſhow of Wiſdom among Fools, went a- £/*- Ho 
way: when he was gone, * Bath)pogon and his Companions ask'd © Thure» * Great Benrd. 
panefa what they ſhould do with Skeletion and Ewphranor, He advis'd Mirth wot 
them to call a Court, & having there accus'd them of Sedition,to condemn Houſe. 
them to be ſold for {Javes,and tranſported to gather Hellebore in the]: 
ſland Anticyra; addinggthat they needed not to make any doubt of fta- 
ding Merchants to buy them: but if it ſhould happen ſo, he told them as a 
Reſerve, that they might baniſh them,and command them upon pain of 
Death never to come within the Gates of the City again, They took his 
advice,and reſolved the day following to put it io execution. They per- 
form'd it accordingly; for about ten of the clock the next Moroivg their 
Serjeants ſeiz'd upon Skeletion and Ewphranor, aud brought them to the 
Towo-houſe. The forementioned Bathypogor, famous for Wealth and a 
orcat Beard, was appointed to be their Judge: they defired © Chry/aliaes a ,, yuriiay, 
and © Pluteraitus to plead again(t them, having agreed upon the Sentence *4/ovn of 
which ThurepaneGa had dictated. REGE 
The Conrt (itting,and a multitude of SpeCtators beivg aſſembled to ſee 
the event of this Great Action, Bathypogon nodded to Piuteraſizs to accule 
Shkeletion,who with no ſmall zeal began thus: We have great Reaſon,moſt 
Grave Bathypogon,to bring this man before the Judgment-ſearyhe being a 
Blaſphemer of our God and a deſpiſer of that Felicity which we have re- 
ceiv'd trom him, That he is guilty of theſe Crimes is too manifelt in this, 
that ſome dayes fince he openly prophan'd our Religious Rites,and put a 
publick affront upon our Feſtival Joyes.I accuſe him as a hater of Man- 
kind, whom he doth perpetually torment with his direful Lamentations, 
I lay to his charge alſo, that he being a FaCtour for « Achthedon, & a Cor- : G,+ 
reſpondent of our utter enemy *® Azelpiſius, is come into the City to ſpie * 0ne who De- 
out our weakneſs, that he may the more eaſily betray us to our Adverſa- {t*” 
ries, He hath ſeditioully ſown the ſeeds of Diſcontent in the peoples 
Minds, and hath endeavour'd to undermine the bottom of our Hopes, 
that ſo he may ruine the Pleaſures which are built upon them. In ſhort, I 
demand Juſtice againſt him in the name of all the Plutocopians,beucaule he 
maintains Intelligence with the forlorn people of < Hades, which are our « 4+ Grave. 
mortal enemies; and hath receiv'd from them a Magical Glaſs, which doth 
ſo bewitch the Eyes of all that look iato it, that afterward they can do 
nothing but weep. 
© When *7P/uteraſius had done,Chryſalides was commanded to charge * Eu- * A lover c/ 
phranor, which he did after this manner-I accuſe thee, O Exphranor,asa Re: poop : 
vilcr of our Ancient Cuſtoms, and a Reprocher of our moſt Excellent jiaſant Hu 
Conſtitutions,& as one that hath traiterouſly endeavoured to expoſe our 1% 
Government to ſcorn, by per{wading the people to believe that our moſt 
ſerious Affairs are but ridiculous Trifles, Thou art worthy to be puniſh'd, 
becauſe thou doſt continually upbraid men with the Imperfe&ions of 
their Nature, and inſult over the Necefſlitics of their Condition with a 
dildainful Laughter, Is it not moſt meet that he ſhould feel the ſeverity 
of our Laws, who hath diſparaged the values of our richeſt Commo- 
dities before thoſe Foreiners which converſe with us; and by this means 
hath put a great ſtop to our Trade, which is the life of P/utocopia £ 
The truth of theſe accuſations being manifeſt, I make no doubt, moſt 
juſt Judge , but you will appoint him ſuch a Puniſhment, as ſhall both 
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free us! from his dangerous practices at preſent, and put ſuch an Awe up-' 
on others of his Ludicrous Temper for the future , that they will not 
venture to imploy their abuſive wits to the diſturbance of the Plnteco. 


pians. 


Now * Skeletion left weeping, leſt the fooliſh Plutocopians ſhould think 
that he bemoan'd his own eſtate;& Euphranor laugh'd twice as loud as he 
us'd to do,to let them fee how much he {lighted their Menaces, Hereupon 
* Bathypogon ſtood up, and having ſtrok'd his long Beard once or twice, 
would have pronouncd the ſentence againſt them, but that a great noiſe 
which he heard among the People, gave him an Interruption. Is was oc- 
calioned by their thruſting one another to make way for * 0rthocrinon,a 
Gentleman that lived in a Village call'd © Exei/o, not far diſtant from the 
City, and who was of Venerable eſteem among the Plxtocopians for his 
extraordinary Wiſdom,and eſpecially for many (10ogular Courtelies which 
they had received from him. 0rth@rinon, as 1 am imform'd, is an excel- 
lent Philoſopher, though he arrogates no ſuch Title,nor makes any pom- 
pous oftentation of his Knowledg in great words, but approves his real 
worth by prudent Actions, which do ſo completely adorn all the parts of 
his exaQ Life, that the beſt Philoſuphers may take him for an Example. He 
is deſcended from a good Family, and owner of fair Poſſeſſions ; but he 
deſpiſeth worldly Dignity in compariſon of Vertue, and makes no rec- 
konipg of Wealth in regard of Philoſophy. He hath given away a great 
part of his Eſtate to promete ſuch in the courſe of Study, as having great 
aptitudes for noble Undertakings,are hindered only by the want of ſuch 
things as are neceſſary to ſupport our common Life; and hath now only 
left a reaſonable Competency for himſelf and his Family. He ſeem'd not 
to be ſo much incited to Philoſophy by former Examples, or perſwaded 
to it by the Exbortations of his Parents and Tutors 5 but was rather in- 
flam'd by an innate Love of Wiſdom, which with a mighty force deriv'd 
from the inclinations of his own ſoul, thruſt him forward, when he was 
young, to all excellent endeavours. He doth not profeſs himſelf a ſworn 
Diſciple to avy Sect of Philoſophers, but embraceth truth whereſoever he - 
finds it. His manner of Converſation doth ſomething reſemble that of So: 
crates, If Anacharſis had found him at Chere, he would have taken him 
for 4/yſon,and been no leſs pleas'd with him. He did fo imitate both in the 
prudence of frugal Temperance, that no diſeaſe durſt meddle with him, 
leſt it ſhould be (tarv'd with hunger & Cold.His life was an impartial cor- 
reQion of all Vicious Manners; yet though he was a moſt rigid obſerver 
of Vertuous Rules,he did not allow himſelf to imitate the ſeverity ofthe 
Cynicks,becauſe he thought that they did many times rather bite then re- 
prove, He was not apt to take notice of thoſe Faults which he ſaw in 0- 
thers 3 only he did conſtantly deſpiſe thoſe whom he obſerv'd to be very 
curious of words,and as negligent of their ACtions, Theſe he uſually call'd 
* Chelidones, becauſe their Cuſtom is to make a great noiſe with (ele 
words,to boaſt of round Periods,ſoft Compoſitions,rare Inventions, and 
brave Sentences, to ſeek the glory of voluble Speech, and deſirous to be 
cried up as great Oratours ; orelſe jingling with Syllogiſms,producing 
large Inventories of Queſtions,and clattering whereſoever they come, 
with loud Diſputations,& affrighting their Auditors with endleſs contra- 
diQions,claim it as their due to be admired for deep Philoſophers: when 
as God knows, under theſe fine ſhows, wade more plauſible with a con- 
tracted Brow, a levere Countenancez,an aftefted Gate, and a diſtintt Ha- 
bir,they do often hide Unſpeakable Ignorance, Fooliſh Opinions, Conten- 


tious Prid«y Vain-glory,and innumerable company of Trifles. He did not 
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deſpiſe theſe great Pretenders, becauſe he himſelf was ignorant of the 
Art of Speakiog3 for by reading the beſt Authors, and exerciſing himſclt 
to ſpeak and write, he had attaio'd to the top of that cxcelleney © or that 
he did undervalue Philoſophy ; but he was griev'd toſce it expos'd to 
ſcorn in the world ; that (mall matter which theſe great Boaſters profeſs 
being no more ]tke true Phylofophy, then an old Woman in a Tragedy 
looking ſadly is Hecuba. He thinks no method of teaching comparable to 
Exawple; and though he ſays nothing of himſelf, yet it is manifeſt to all 
that underſtand Vertue, that he1s a moſt lively Repreſentation of it, In 
ſumm, he is that bright Mirrour in which all may ſee incomparable Wif- Wt!" 
dom, ſincere love of Truth, pertect Humility,exaCt Juſtice, the true mea- 16 
ſures of Temperance, Tranquillity of Spirit, Freedom of Soul,and ſuch a oh 
Sweetnels of Deportment; that all who have had the happineſs to con» bio! 
verſe with him,become Lovers of his divine Perfe@tions, and think that 
they have found that happy Guide, who not only underſtands Truth 
himſelf,but reſtores Liberty and Joy to all ſuch as know him, Though it is 
impoſiible but ſuch Perteions muſt needs gain him Eſtimation, yet he 
hath one particular Excellency which commands an Uutverſal Love:For 
he hath ſuch a rare dexterity in performing all Offices of Friendſhip,that 
he hath na Acquaintance which hath not found the benefit of it in ſuch | W 
reſpeCts as are ſutable to his condition. He had much obliged the * Pu. * zhe Coverous i | 
tocopians,not only by cumpoling private quarrels which uſually happen *** Wo 
amongſt Neighbours, whom he reſtor'd to Amity : butalſo in appeaſing $1, 
of more publick Commotions, in which he ſhew'd no !:(s Prudence then q 
Charity ; for he perſwaded the Seditious tg lay down their deſtruftive 
Idiopathies,and yield quiet obedience to the Common Laws, The efteRs_ 
of his powerful preſence were ſo generally Beneficial,that there was oo 
ordinary perſon which did not obey him as a Father, and thoſe which 
were in Power honour'd him as a Friend. It happen'd not lopg fince * Or- * One who * 
thocrinon having obſerv'd ſome which managed the publick Afairs of the RE 
City, to abuſe their Truſt to their own undue Advantages, he reprov'd thing. 

them ſo ſmart!y,that his freedom of Speech & impartial Honeſty procur'd 

him ſo much hatred, that for a good while he had not been in Plutocopia. 

But hearing that two Phyloſophers lately come to the City were appre- 

hended & brought to a publick Trial for Miſdemeanours by them com- 

mitted, well knowing what Sentence would be paſs'd upon them where 

they were to be judg'd, he went haſtily to underſtand the matter, and 

meaut if they were innocent,to intercede for them;but perceiving in part 

by thoſe which ſtood near the Door, that things were managed unhand- 

{vmly,for he heard ſome ſay. Ahaltheſe are new 8ins:I never knew any bo» 

dy that was hang'd for weeping:we mult cry no more. I care not for that, 

ſaid another, but it vexeth me to think that we ſhall not be allow'd to 

laugh. Our Court is very ſevere to day,but will it be ſo alwayes?6 ſhall 

we be condemn'd too before we have ſpoke for our ſelves? By this talk 
Orthacrinon underſtandiog both the faults for which they were accus'd,&c 

that the Judge intended to condemn them without giving them leave to 

m3ke their Defence, hereupon he made haſte towards the Tribunal. 

Whilſt * Bathypogon & his Aileſſours wondred at his Appearance in ſuch a « c5,a4 3eard, 
time,Orthocrizon reſolv'd their doubt by ſpeaking to them after this m2n- 

ner : It is now a good while, Bathypogon,and you the reſt of my Friends of 
Plutocopis,fince I gave you a Vilitz and I am ſorry that I come now ſo un» 
-happily,torl ſee you are ready to dothat which, if 1be not milioformed 

by the By-ſtanders, is extremely to your diſhonour. You are golng to 

condemn two Strangers betore you have heard them ſpeak for ow. 

elves, 
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ſelves. Your Preſence would be acceprablc, lzid Bathypogor, if you did 
not hinder our proceedings 3 but we cannot bid you welcome, if you en. 
deavour torepreſent us as unjuſt. We did not intend tocondemn them,r111 
two Lawyers had accus'd them of great Crimes;and we cannot want Evi- 
dence for the truth of their Charge,for they are ſuch notoriousOffenders, 
and have ſo generally diſturb'd the peace of our City, that there is ſcarce 
any preſent who hath not been moleſted by them, However, worthy 
Judg, replied * Orthocrinon, you mult obſerve your Laws, and then eſpe- 
cially when you are about to pronounce Sentence upon others for the 
Breach of them : and fince your Law doth not permit any man to be con- 
demn'd unheard, I pray you let theſe Strangers have leave to make their 
Apology, and then you may do as you ſee cauſe. Bathypogon grumbled a 
little at the Interruption, but being perſwaded by Chryſa/ides and Plute- 
raſt#s, who whiſpering in his Ear, told him that he might permit them to 
ſpeak, but withall bad him be ſure to condemn them as ſoon as they had 
done, gave his conſent ; and defiring Orthocrinon to fit upon the Bench 
by him, he beckon'd to Skeletion to ſpeak, if he had any thing to ſay for 
himſelf. 

Skeletion forbearing his ſighs for a while,that they might not hinder his 
Speech, began thus : I ſhould wonder at it, O moſt unhappy Plutocopian:, 
but that I have often ſeen the ſame unreaſonableneſs in other places,that 
you ſhould think a man accuſable for expreſſing a Sympathy withthe ge- 
neral eſtate of Mankind, that you eſteem it a fault in me to cry with fo 
many that weep,that is,to weep when [ ſee ſo many miſerable. I might in 
ſome happy place,if 1 could have found it,have dried up my Tears,and I 
ſhould have embrac'd this as no ſmall good Fortune, lince it is no great 
pleaſure to weep 5 and I came hither to ſeek it, But I am not only diſap- 
pointed,as I have been in other places,but am ſo far fallen from my hope, 
that I ſeem to be overwhelm'd in the Inferoal Lake of Sorrow, where 1. 
rather deſerve your pity then anger.If poor Prometbens faſten'd to a cold 
Rock, was an ObjeCt of Compaſſion, whilſt the mercileſs Eagle fed upon 
his Heart ; I havereaſon to expect that you ſhould condole with me, who 
at leaſt in mine own apprehevſion, am ſunk down to that Centre, where 
all the Calamities which do 2ffli& the whole Circumference of Humane 
Life do meet : yet here Lam accuſed for weeping. 

It were a ſufficient Plea for my Lamentation,to ſay that I do but bear a 
part in that ſad Dirge which is ſung by all the Warld : It is begun by ln- 
fants,who whea they firſt live, that is,begio to be ſick of an incurable Di(- 
eaſe,come crying into the World gy indeed preſaging thoſe Tragical Mil- 
fortunes which they are to ſuffer, they prelude to them with Tears. 
This is a common Deſtiny, and fo to be met with io all places. But here 
I have ſeen the new-born wretches, wet with Tears and Blood, expoſs'd 
ſo unmercifully, that it would ſoften a Rock, 1t it were able to ſee their 
Calamity, and make it diſſolve it ſelf into Tears : But I muſt not weep. 
You throw the Poor to Hunger and Cold, nay their Parents do it, 
becauſe they have no money to buy them food and cloth : and if by 
ſome ftrange chance they out:live this Death, yet they are forcd to 
learn to ſpeak with crying, and to beg as ſoon as they can ſpeak. | 
cannot but weep for company, eſpecially perceiving the Rich ſo defti- 
tute of Humanity, that they ſee it, and yet refuſe to relieve them. | 


- do not wonder ſo much at it, but | am griev'd nevertheleſs to fee them 


uſe their Own not much better. It's true,they give them Meat and Driok, 
and uſe means enough to keep them from dying;but when they are grown 
to the uſe of Underſtanding and Choice, they proſtitute their Youth 
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to Ignorance and Vice : For neglecting to beſtow upon them that bene- 
fit of which they are now capable, to aſſure their lofelicity they carelcſly 


abandon them to two fooliſh Guides, * Apirns and ® Cacotypus, Apirns i; * An iquvrants 


j . . . ; P Re 
an Obſtinate man, you are all wel] acquainted with him, and by reaſor; $a pI 


of his extreme Ignorance and high conceit of his Knowledg, is ſcarce 
capable of being taught himſelf, Cacotypur Is utterly devoid of Virtue. 
So that one of them being unexpericac'd inthe true Method of Educati- 
on makes them Fools ; and the other corrupting them alſo with bad Ex: 
imple, renders them Vicious, You might as well put them to ſuck a He- 
Goat, or make a Wolf their Nurſe. The conlideration of this doth often 
make me ſay within my ſelf, Lord! what ſmall hope js there that Goodneſs 
ſhould ever grow to any PerteCtion 1n this world, where it is thus nipt in 
the Bud ! And my grict 1s continued, whilſt I foreſee thoſe ſad conſequen- 
ces which muſt needs proceed from ſuch miſerable Beginniogs. For they 
no ſooner arrive at thoſe years which are eſteem'd the confines of Chil- 
diſhneſs and Manhood, but they are captivated with the follies of both 
States. It's true, | have obſerv'd in your City a low norrow Gate call'd 


© Aetarien, which opens towards 4 Orthodur, which is the rode that leads*® Repentance; 
to © Sophiarete, the Region where Wildom and Virtue are ſaid to dwell z — 
and I having taken notice of ſome Young men,which being awaken'd by *© wiſdom ard 
{ome courteous Genirs, who (25 I ſuppole) had fore-warn'd them vf that #''** 


which would happen to them in their older Life, If they continued that 
courſe which they had begun, have hereupon ruſh'd out at that difficult 
paſlage, and made towards Orthodus - but the Aſcent being ſteep, and 
the way rugged in that part which lies neareſt to your City, they made 
no great haſte, and being clogg'd with a Cachexy or Habit of fin contra- 
&:d by long Cuſtom which they are uowilling to ſhake offgand beiog en: 
teebled with tempting Remembrances of their former Voluptuouſneſs, 
advanc'd no conſiderable way till their Companions in fio, which ha» 
ſten'd after them,overtook them,and having ſeduc'd them back do ſo con- 
firm them in their Errors, that they are good for nothing but to propa 
gate new Inſtances of wicked Life,and to hinder Vice from decreafiog for 
want of bold examples.I confeſs it grieves me not ſo much for what theſe 
ſuffer in their fiogle capacities, but becauſe the concatenation of like Suc- 
ceſlions doth perpetuate Folly, and ſeems to make the end of finniog al- 
moſt unexpeCtable. You their unwiſe Parents are the chief cauſe of this 
miſchief ; for you never minding that the Excellency and Service of our 
after-life depends up2n our early preparations, leave your Children an 
undiſciplin'd prey to Uſeleſneſs and Contempt. By which means you not 
only beſtow, but entail a Curſe upon Mankind ; whilſt you neither ceaſe 
to be bad your ſelves, nor permit your Children to begin to be good. 
Hence it comes to paſs that when they are grown Men, and make no doubt 
but that now itis fit they ſhould be their own Governors, they not know- 
ing of themſelves what is beſt, and much more unwilliog to be told by os 


thers, by reaſon of an irregulated heat, they venture upon ſuch raſh Aſti- 


ons, and do fo grof]y miſtake in the management of their Life, that when 
by the change of their Complexions they underſtand that they are arri- 
ved upon the borders of old Age, they defire to go back agam, and fall 
into this paſſionate wilh, Alas! why is it not lawful for us ro grow young 
twice, that what hath been done amiſs 10 our firſt Life might be corre: 
Cted by our aftcr thoughts ? that is, having lived fooliſhly, they are vext 
that they muſt die when they begin to be wiſe. 

But before it comes to this | cannot bur pity you,ſeeing how you are tors 
mented with the cffeCts of your precedent Errors ; for that feeble Body, 
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made of a little Blood and Earth kneaded together, in which the Soul is 
cag'd, isnot only of it ſelf frail Fleſh and weak Bones, apt to be cut with 
every ſharp thing, and cruſhd with every weight, but ſo fill'd with acci- 
dental diſtempers by your Imprudences,thar,like the ſhell of a Granado, 
it is in continual danger of flying 1n pieces, being ready to be torn aſun- 
der by what it contains within it,diſtemper'd Humours, Crudities, Wind, 
ObſtruQions, Inflammations. Theſe and many ſuch like things do fo di- 
ſtreſs your Health, that you doubt whether you live or no; and when 
you endeavour to believe that you do, your hopes are frighted with 
thoſe Deaths which hang over your Heads by ſmall threads, threatning 
every moment a ſad Period to an uncertain Life by a hot Fever, a wa- 
triſh Dropſie, a pioing HeRick, the paioful Stone, intolerable Gout, or a 
ſtupifyiog Apoplexy 3 ſome of you beiog toſs'd for a long time together 
between the Grave and Hopes of Recovery, by that known ſcorner of 
Phyſicians, a ſly malicious Quartan.But this would not afflit me ſo much 
nor you neither, if that Better part of you were not a more lamentable 
SpeCtacle. I cannot ſuppreſs my tears when I ſee thofe Misfortunes which 
are fallen upon the Heaven-born Soul. How is it clouded with Miſts of Ig- 
norance, deluded with falſe Opinions and wild Fancies, befool'd with 
Self-love, (well'd with vain Arrogance,apt to be (et on fire with mad An- 
ger, and burnt up with helliſh Wrath,to be exalted with bold Preſumpti- 
ons, and ſometimes as low depreſs'd with deep Deſpairs,abus'd with inor- 
dinate Appetites, fick with diſquietneſs of Mind, tormented with anguiſh 
of Conſcience, and overwhelm'd with wearineſs of Life ? A Truce be- 
ing made with one Paſſion, a Waris begun by another, and the poor Spi- 
rit rack'd upon the Vicifſitudes of its own reſtleſs AﬀeRions; as upon ſo 
many 2fMliftive wheels. Can I chuſe but weep when I behold ſuch Miſe: 
ries, eſpecially fince I look at them as incurable ? 

This wete enough to be quoted as a Defence of thoſe Tears for which 
you accuſe me, and [ need not ſtrengthen it by making a Catalogue of 
thoſe innumerable Aggravations which ſwell your Miſery up to an un- 
ſpeakable Maſs, and torment all conditions of Human Life, in the City,in 
the Country, at Land, and at Sea. The Husbandman is condemn'd to pull 
up Weeds which will never ceaſe to grow in his barren ground. He min- 
gleth his Bread with Sweat, and his Sweat with Tears; and when he hath 
taken the greateſt pains, hath only drawn water into a ſieve, and labou: 
red to ad himſelf more work, Your Mariners are diſtreſs'd at Sea, and 
after athouſand Dangers with much difficulty make their Port; that is, 
they are toſs'd home that they may rebound to ſome new Storm, Your 
Craftfmen are chaind to endleſs toil, like Galleys{laves totheir Oars. Your 
Citizens of all ranks pretend great diſcontent for want of loving Neigh- 
bours : and Friends of all ſorts complain, that they have no Touch-ſtone 
to try ſuch as ſay that they love them, but that which commonly ſhews 
they do not, Adverſity.” Parents are vex'd with the Diſobedience of 

-their-Children, and they thipk themſelves undone by the Unkindneſs 
or death of their Parents. Maſters and Servants frequently accuſe each 
other. It is ordinary to hear ſome bemoan themſelves becauſe they are 
not married, and others judg themſelves more unhappy becauſe they 

- are, ' Some Husbands cry becauſe their Wives are dead, and ſome be- 

cauſe they are alive. 
Theſe are ſome of thoſeTragical parts which you aQt upon this miſerable 

Stage,and the laſt Scenes are worſe then thoſe, which remain to be repre: 

ſented by Ancient people, who when they are already wearied with a mi- 


: Au 614 aan, ſexable Life, are (till diſturb'd by one * Geron,a Grim-look'd Fellow,who 


being 
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being a rigid Factor for Death, comes to make you pay dear for thoſe 
ſmall Contents which yuu enjuy'd before, and that but for a little while, 
and which were then not ſo greatly deſirable, every good thing having 
two Evilsjoyn'd with it. When you are ſcarce able to pay any thiog, it 
will go hard but he will have ſomething, and he uſually takes the beſt of 
whar is left,an Ear from one,a Hand from a ſecondya Leg from a third, or 
what he can lay hold on. How did it tear myHeart ſome few days lince,to 
ſce how Þ Chronws, the Father of this Geron, ſeiz'd with a remor(leſs Vio- » 7me, 
lence upon a wretched Company of ancient Men and Women, dragg d 

ſome by the Arms, ſome by the Feet, ſome by the Neck, ſtruck out their 

Tecth, pull'd out their Eyes, lam'd ther, kill'd them, and threw them 

into the Ditches ? I thiok it was a courteſic to ſome of them, for their 

Bodies were ill us'd by his Son, and grown ſuch troubleſome Lodgings 

to their Souls, that they could ſcarce endure to dwell in them. And yer 

the miſerable wretches were forc'd to ſtay in theſe ftreight Cottages, un- 

thatch'd above, full of Smoak and Rain within, and there to ſwallow the 

Dregs of Life, till ſome welcome Miſchief choak'd them. 

Here * Ske/etion made a pauſe, for his (ighs forc'd him to leave Spea- * A dried Car- 
king 3 and when he began again, ® Exphranor laugh'd fo loud that the w_ liens 
Plutocopians could not hear him, and having taken no great pleaſure in pumour'd per- 
what he had ſpoken already, they were unwilling he ſhould ſay any /#* 
more : So Emphranor was commanded to ſucceed him, which he did in 
ſuch words as theſe. I have travelled over the greateſt part of © Hiſtrio- « 5tage play. 
ia, moſt gentle * Bathypogon ; but I never came into any place where * &r14: #ard. 
ſuch as kept a Theatre were unwilliog to admit SpeRators, much leſs 
where the Players were angry at ſuch as were preſent, for laughing at 
their Mimical ſport, The whole world is a kind of Tragick-Comedy, 
in which I never ſaw any act their qrts more ridiculouſly then the Pl#- 
tocopians; and yet they accuſe ſucthis laugh at then), which I cannot but 
eſteem one caſt beyond all which I have Hs already, I ſuppoſe you 
have no ſuch conceit of your own Actions, and are ready to demand at 
what I laugh in particular. I will fave you that labour ; I ſmile at every 
thing which I ſee or hear, I laugh at all which you do or fay, and chiefly 
at you your ſelves, becauſe in this Play you like no part but the Fool's, 

I perceive by the filly Governmeut of your Aftions, that you have ca- 

ſhier'd Wiſdome our of your Thoughts ; and, which is the height of 

your Folly, you think your ſelves Wiſe, I can except no order of Men 

from the reaſon of my Mirth. I have not maintain'd correſpondence 

with any that wiſh your diſgrace, and have therefore reveal'd your 1n: 

firmities ; for they are every where manifeſt. I ſuppoſe you cannot look 

upon it as a Contumely thatl take notice of what you diſcover, nor take 

it as an affront that I am ſo pleaſantin your preſence; (ince you compet me 

to be merry. How can I chuſe but Jaugh to ſee fo many Bladders empty 

of all true worth,ſwell'd with falſe Opinion,and then toſs'd up and down 

the ſtreets with vulgar breath, not much unlike thoſe Bubbles made of 

Soap and Water which idle Boys blow off from Nutſhels? When IT meer 

ſo many hundreds of conceited people, who think they are Wiſe becauſe 

they are Rich, Virtuous becauſe Politick, Learned becauſe they have a oo iN 
few Books, Happy becauſe they have many Titles; and ſuppoſe themſelves VI 
full of Worth becauſe they are big with Arrogance, and Good becauſe 00' 


they are ſo elteem'd by the Ignorant, and ador'd as Gods by ſuch as know | | i 
not what belongs to Men: 1 cannot but ſtand and laugh to think what a \s 
brave Mart this would be for Promethews his Oxen, and | calily fancy with "y 
what wonder you Plutocopians would g2z2 upon a Drove of large skins, = 
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well ſtuff'd with empty Bones.I was almoſt kill'd the other day,my Spleen 
was ſo ſtretch'd with laughiog at a young Gallant who ſtood in a low 
Balcony, having nothing elſe to do but to obſerve whether ſuch as paſs'd 
by did make their Obeylance proportionably ſubmiſſive ro the Great- 
neſs of his Peruke, and did ſufhciently admire the new faſhion of his 
French Breeches ; eſpecially when turoivg back, | ſaw how dejeQed he 
look'd becauſe 1 went by him without ſtirring my Hat, which I did on 
purpoſe, thinking I might as well negle(t to worſhip a man made up of 
cloths, as refuſe to bow downto a guilded Poſt, 

I confeſs alſo, I can never think of your Old men but laugh at their 
fooliſh Covetouſneſs, whilſt they tell their Money all day, andJriſe in the 
night to hide their Gold io ſome ſafer place then that in which they put ic 
when they went to bed,and grow lean with cares to make their Heap big- 
ger,which is ſo bulky already that it is troubleſome to keep, and doth ex- 
ceed their Neceſlities with ſuch vaſt diſproportions, that they know not 
well what to do with it.I cannot but pleaſe my ſelf to think how eagerly 
the Poor whom they have defrauded will fall upon them when they ap- 
pear in the other World, and what a fad ſcuffle there will be when they 
clap their bare Skulls with their bony hands. Yet ſuch is the Madneſs of 
this ſort of Men,that they bequeath the Monies which they ſhould reſtore, 
to ere ſtately Monuments to dwell in when they are dead; imagining 
that they ſhall be happier if they lie under great Marbles,and hoping that 
ſome may poſhbly ſpend their time in viewing thoſe brave Structures 
which cover their duſt, and read with no ſmall content thoſe Epitaphs 
which before they died,they made themſelves. But it is fo ridiculous,that 
methinks the Poor ſhould laught at it, when they ſee how much theſe Rich 
Fools think themſelves worthier and better then their Neighbors, becauſe 


- they have greater Houſes and more Money, and will not remember that 


in Hell they will not be known frok-them by any other Mark but grea- 
ter Torments.But fince the Poor do ſo peevilhly {light what ſhould make 
them patient, I muſt laugh at them whilſt they whine ſo (illily at their po- 
verty, and will not know that in a ſhort time they ſhall be equal to the 
richeſt men in the World, and who are at preſent in many reſpeRs more 
miſerable then themſelves.It is a caft beyond Laughter to ſee theſe foolith 
Poor how proud they grow upon a little taſte of Good Fortune:they are 
as much aſhamed of their very Parents,as Fathers uſually are of their Ba- 
ſtard-Children ; it may be they allow them, as Mercury did Pay, to come 
to them ſometimes, but never to call them Father betore Company. Now 
they no more know thoſe friends which reliev'd them in their Adverſity, 
then a Great man's Porter can remember that he ſaw one that was at his 
Maſter's houſe but the day before,till he have hired him to recal his name, 
and help'd the weakneſs of his Memory with a piece of Silver. 

It is ſome ſport to me to ſee thoſe curious Women. who have nothing to 
do but to be fine,and think before-hand how wan their painted faces will 
look when Death,which doth not much value Beauty,comes rudely toun- 
dreſs them.Me thinks I hear how they will cry when he breaks their Glaſs, 
throws their Hair one way,their Powder another,and leaves them no Or- 
nament but a whiteSheet;zand how they will vex when he tells them that in 
the other World there are noMarks ſet upon Skulls by which a Lady may 
be known from her meaneſtSeryant.l am not a little bcholden for myMirth 
to thoſe proud People which have accuſtom'd themſelves to talk of their 


' Pedigrees at ſuch a high Rate,as if they would have us thiok that Mankind 


had ſprung from diversOriginals,or at leaſt that they have nothing in them 
of the firſt.clay;and are ſo elevated above this lower World with the wild 
| | belick 
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belief which they have enterta!'1'd,that they will ſcarce beſtow a humble 
word upon ſuch as come near them. They make me thirk how dejectedly 
they will look and ſhrink out of fight, when I and my Companions ſhall 


meet them,and laugh at themin the Deſerts of * Necropea, Tenvy not thoſe oy Re ol 
eparted ſoul:, 


fat Epicureans which float at preſent in muddy pleaſures; [ſhall find them 
aſhore ere long, for | know at what Port they mult all Land.l cannot but 
laugh to think how they will cry, when, and one or two of my Friends 
ſhall fir down by them, and upbraid them with thetr former Voluptuoul- 
neſs, and how they will fret to hear poor Cynicks ling. 


on 9/ 


You thirk perhaps, » Bathypogor, that it is a ſtrange kind of Mirth to » Great Bears. 


laugh at the uochappy : And lot were, if thoſe which are in miſery,aCted 
their part with any Decorum 3 but they complain ridiculoufly, and are 
very angry at thoſe miſchiets which they infJict upon themſelves. They 
are vext becauſe they arelick, and when they were well did what they 
could to deſtroy their Health, They eat and drivk beyond alt Natural 
Appetites, and then inveigh bitterly againſt furfeits. They deſpiſe the 
Happineſs of Tranquility, undervalue the Riches which wiſe men never 
mils'd in a Competency 3 they rejeCt the Pleaſures of a Retir'd life; they 
will climb up into the Region of Winds, and when they are there rage 
at every Storm, complain of the burthenſume Cares which attend Ho» 
nourable Employments, are gall'd with the Envious looks which are caſt 
upon great Preferments, are infeſted with the Counter-workings of Cor- 
rivals ; and when they fall, as they often do, being now ſenfible that 
their Hurt isequal to the Height of their Exaltation, they curſe and ex: 
preſs a feeble impatience, although they are only cruſh'd with their own 
weight, Then they will needs revile Greatneſs, and fooliſhly praiſe the 
Poverty which before they only hated, and confeſs that Golden fetters 
are as unealle as thoſe of Iron;and yet are fo diſcompos'd with the imper- 
tinent remembrance of what they have been, that they cannot contented= 
ly be what they are : And ſhall notT laugh at them? It they were not 
mad, they would conſider that they have only loſt what none can keep, 
and fluffer that which commonly happens to very many. Why do they 
not make account that thoſe Servants will rua away from them whom 
they knew to be perfidious, or at leaſt very fickle, having chaog'd many 
Maſters betore they came to them)? Theſe uneaſie Souls pretend td be 
much troubled with the greatneſs of their misfortunes, in compariſon of 
that which others ſuffer, and yet will not put theirs into a common Lump 
with their Neighbours,that the whole may be divided into equal Shares ; 
but fearing that their preſent Lot will be encreas'd, carry it away as it is, 
and yet go home grumbling. And muſtIpitty them? Iam ſorry that no 
Play is yet invented where both (ides might win always. Theſe Delicate 
people ſhould do well to tranſport themſelves into ſome new-found Land, 
where there is no uſe of Patience ; for none are permitted todwell in this 
Worid, which will not be content to endure ſome Hardſhip, IfI ſhould 
make conj:CQtures of their AfieRions by other pieces of their Carriage, 
I ſhould think that they love unhappineſs; for not being ſatisfied with 
what they feel at preſent, they torment themſelves with the fear of thac 
which is to come, and ſo antidate their miſeries, and ſometimes crucific 
themſelves with the troubleſome ExpeCtation of that which will cever 
happen. Nay, they dote fo upon Afﬀition, though it diſpleaſeth 
them, that not being content with their own” Misfortunes, they will 
needs take partin thoſe of others ; that is, viſit their ſuffering Neighs 
bours, talk whiningly, and look ſcurvily, but not relieve them. And 
this they call Pity, 
But 
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But fince Grief 1s not heavy enough with all theſe allowances, they 
encreale it with Envy 3 that is, they unworthily deſpiſe the Joy of thoſe 
many Good things of.their own, which God hath given them to fill up 
the Defetts and alleviate the Sorrows of Human Lite, by repiniog at 0- 
ther mens better Conditions, which vet, for any thing which they know, 
(for they judg by very ſlight rules) is much worſe then their own. 
Sometimes they are diſpleas'd with the Excellent parts of others by 
which they are benefitted ; like thoſe 1]]-natur'd Beggars, which murmur 
at his Wealth from whom they receive daily Alms, Being troubled that 
others out ſhine them, they endeavour to eclipſe their Light by Defama- 
tion, hoping vainly that themſelves ſhall be thought good, if they can 
make others ſeem to be bad. But this colour is ſo baſe, that it appears 
by any Light; for as they are truly empty of that Love which would 
hide the failings of others, they diſcover plainly that they are full of Im- 
potent Malice. But muſt not offend theſe Virtuoſo's with laughing at 
them, Yes, I will, and I cannever laugh enough to hear them talk ſome- 
times of Felicity, and pretend deſires to be Happy, and yet ſcorn the way 
which leads to it : For though they have been told a hundred times, that 
no great Happinels is to be hoped for 1n this World,and that the chiefe(t 
parts of that which is attainable, are rightly ro know our Selves, to dil- 
eſteem Mortal Life, to be content with our Portioo, not to expe what 
cannot be had, and ſuch like things ; they will needs ſeek Happineſs 
where none ever found it, being incurably miſerable, by reaſon of a wil. 
ful Ignorance of the Nature of Thiogs, a falſe love of Fleſhly Life, un- 
govern'd Lopgivgs after thoſe Things, which if they could enjoy, would 
no more aſlwage their Thirſt then water will cure a Dropſie. They are 
Juſt like to thoſe diſcontented perſons, which endeavour to loſe them- 
ſelves by wandring in divers places, but they meet themſelves every 

where, and will always be ſure to find vexation whilſt they are in their 
own Company ; yet they accuſe all things but themſelves, So the Impo- 
tent Sick complain of their Bed becauſe they lie uneaſily, and beat their 
Pillow becauſe their Head akes. 

It may be I ſhould not laugh ſo much at the follies of you Plutocopians, 
but that you do ridiculouſly date your reſolutions to grow Wiſe ; for 
thus you ſay, After we have got ſo many thouſand pounds more,after we 
have built ſo many Houſes, or purchas'd fo many Lordſhips, we will be 
content. And why not vow ? Are you not Rich enough already ? What 
need you fo greedily to gnaw that Cruſt of the Poor, Hope ? So the 
Clown fits down by the Rivers (ide till all the water paſs away : But he 
may fit long enough. Go over, Fool, the Stream 1s fordable now. But 
it is better ſport to ſee how ſubtil Time is reveng'd upon thoſe which 
{light his preſent offers. One pot altogether unſeofible that he hath over- 
charg'd his Vocation with burthenſome Cares, ſayes he will ſhake off his 
Load at the return of his next Ship : Another expects but one good Har: 
veſt more, or two Dear years at the moſt, to make his Riches anſwerable 
to his Deſires : A third reſolves to be charitable (as Hypocrites ſome- 
times talk of leaving their Sins) at the next great Feaſt, And whilſt they 
are vainly contriving how to delay that which is neceſſary co be done at 
preſent, Time beckens to Death, and he comes and makes it impoſſible 
for the future, 

And now I talk of Death,whichis the End of this Ludicrous Play,l can- 
not but laugh at the Epilogue, which is uſually AQted by an Old man, who 
having nothipg to prove that he hath lived long, but that he hath boughc 
maby Almanacks,doth pride bimſclfin his Age; and being blind Heel and 
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lame, will yet-venture upon the Stage 3 and when he is there, forgetting 
what he is to doy Cries out unſeaſonably, I would live ftill, and repeats 
his miſtake ſo often with a feeble voice, that the Poet is forc'd to ſend 
one to pull him into the Tiring- Room. And there it 1s a new ſport to ſee 
how all the Actors quarrel with the Maſter of the Revels for telling them 
that the Play is done: they would act ſtill, and cry becauſe they are 
commanded to put off their Habits, and think themſelves robb'd when 
they reſtore their Vizards, which were only lent them for a while to fic 
their perſons to their Part. | EP 
Though * Bathypogor underſtood not much, yet he perceiv d that * Ex: : g,,.4 prurd, 
phranor jeer d the P/utocopians ; and fearing that he would never end of * One of a plea- 
himſelf, commanded him filence 3 and taking © Orthocrinon for a very 7 #7our- 
wiſe man, as the reſt of the Plutocopians did, (tor men ſometimes approve make. a right 
Virtue which they will not imitate,) he deſired him to give his opinion oro of 
of the two Philoſophers, and to adviſe him what to determine concer- "Ss 
niog them. Orthocrinox, perceiving that what the Philoſophers had ſaid 
was capable of ſome CorreCtion, and conſidering with himſelf that it was 
a fit opportunity to beſtow ſome charitable advice upon the Plutocopians, 
began thus : I have always thought, Bathypogor, that the Calamities which 
attend the condition of Mankiad are not inconfiderable, but I never ſaw 
them reſented ſo compaſſionately as by © Skeletion, neither did I ever apyica carcaſs 
know any fo pleaſantly unconcern'd in them as Exphranor ſeems to be. 
I know that © Ghlycypicron with unaccuſtomed Tides flow'd lately twice « girter 5wee: 
ia twelve Hours : but who would have thought that it did portend, that 
in a ſhort time you ſhould become the Objects of the deepeſt Sorrow and 
higheſt Mirth 2 Poor Platocopians ! your Milery 1s fo great, that one of 
them thinks he needs an ever-runnivg Spring of Tears to bewail it ; and 
the other eſteems your Folly ſo ridiculous, that he cannot contain him- 
ſelf from perpetual Laughter. However, Skeletion, I do ſomething won- 
der at you; for ifthere be ſo many unhappy people in the world as you 
ſeem to believe, what need you make your felt of the number by your 
calamitous Sorrow? If thoſe miſchiefs which inevitably wait us, are too 
great already,why do you make an addition of this voluntary Torment? 
If you think men over-match'd with Adverlity, or at leaſt very hard put 
to it, why do you ſo uncharitably endeavour to leſſen their Power by 
Deſpair, or fooliſhly deplore what you judg 1ncurable 2 Do you mean 
ro open Pandora's Box again? It was almoſt quite emptied before, no« 
thiog but a little quantity of Hope being left in the Bottom; and will 
you let that out too? How ſhould they look upon Human Life otherwiſe 
then as a deſperate Caſe, ſeeing it plung'd in a gulf of endleſs Sorrow 2 
[t is an impertinent Humanity to make others more diſconſolate by weep- 
iog for them. If the flood be not paſlable, why do you ſwell it higher 
with your Tears? If it be, why do you diſcourage them from attemptiog 
to go over, whilſt you ſit weeping upon the Bank? But let me tell you, 
* Skeletion, the ſtate of our Lite is not ſo deplorable as you would make * 4ried car- 
it. A Man is neither a Contemptible thing in his Cooſtitution,for he is a- © | 
dorn'd with Reaſon,by which he 1s capable of the knowledg of all things, 
and is priviledg'd with Speech, by which he 1s fitted for Converſation 
with ſuch as are of the ſame Nature with himſelf; neither are the Plea- 
ſures which are allotted for our portion fo inconfiderable, that it is un» 
deſireable to be a Man, For fince he hath many Faculties, and thoſe 
furniſh'd with proportionable Objedts, he is a rare inſtrument of Pleaſure: 
to himſelf, He hath no Senſe but it is abundantly provided for ; he need 
not to glut himſelf with any one Recreation, divers preſent themſelves, 
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* A merry 
Man. 


caſs, 


— 


And though the world be full of people, God hath provided Room e- 
nough for them all without ſtreightoiog any, if they could be content 
with juſt Shares. And though ſome thiogs occur which are Inconveni- 
ences, yet every one hath its Remedy annex'd;as there is no Poiſon which 
hath not an Antidote, The Winter is warm'd with Fire, the Summer is 
cool'd with Shades. There is no Afiction ſo heavy but it is accompanied 
with an Alleviatioo, and wiſe men can eafily find it.Courteous Time doth 
alwayes apply one Conſolation, whether we ſeek it or no 5 for by the fa- 
miliarity of long converſe it makes any condition tolerable,lt's fruc,ſome 
things are troubleſome for a while, and Fools complain more then they 
need; but wiſe men bear them handſomly,and put the beſt ſide outward. 
What need we take things by the wrong handle, or quarrel with God or 
his Providence? We ought to think that there may be good Reaſon, 
though we underſtand it not, that things ſhould be as they are, when we 


_ wifhthem otherwiſe ; and that Mortal condition muſt be appointed af- 


ter this manner; and that we ought by no means to wonder at our own 
grievances, when we ſee that all our Neighbors have either the ſame or 
others. Nay, though Death awaits us, and fo we ſeem to be in danger 
of looking All, yet we have no reaſon to complain, becauſe it is mere 
Courteſie that we have lived ſo long, aud indeed that we came jvto Be- 
ing atall: and if we knew our Happineſs, or would Jearn to call thiogs 
by their right Names, we ſhould not be ſo ſhie of Death, for it is the 0n- 
ly paſſage to Immortal Life. 

As for you,* Enphranor _— I think a Man ſhews ſome Generouſneſ 
of Mind that laughs at all adverſe Accidents,and that he doth deſerve bet: 
ter of Men then one that weeps at all things which he ſees; lince by bein 
io the Company of one that is ſo merry,they begin to think that the face 
of Humanity is not ſo terrible as they were apt to imagnie, when they 


-were alone : yet if I may freely ſpeak my mind,I muſt tel] you that as it 


is an inſupportable torment to lodg the Miſeries of others in our own 
Hearts, ſo it is but an inhuman ſport to be delighted with them.Or if you 
intend your Mirth more charitably, hoping by this means to make Fools 
aſhamed of themſelves, yet 1 am atraid you will never reduce them to 
Wiſdom by laughing at their Follies. Humane Nature is ſometimes wil- 
ling to be inſtructed, is never content that any ſhould inſult over its Im- 
perfeCtions 3 alwayes eſteeming ſuch Tutors Enemies, not reprovers of 


* 4 dried Car- Sinners. Sick men would not be jeer'd but cured : and really,* Skztior, 


your Method is as unreaſonaþle, for Phyſitians do neither laugh nor cry 
at their Patients, If you attempt a Cure this way, one of you do but milk 
a Bull, whilſt the other holds under a Sieve : or if you both think, as you 
ſcem to do, that they are paſt Recovery, go away and let them die quiet- 
ly, If you judg them our of their Wits, doth either of you think to ap- 
pear Wiſe among fo many Mad-men ? or will you be mad for Company? 
Have you confider'd the Nature of things, and do not remember that no 
Age brings forth many Wiſe men? Take heed leſt you both fall out 
with Nature, and it may be miſtake it too, What? would you have 
no Fools in the World ? you would have a Picture drawn withour 
any Shadows, Should nothing be greater, nothing leſs in the Crea- 
tion? Is it to be eſteem'd an Indecorum that Beaſts are not Men, nor 
Trees Beaſts? Is It any greater Indecency that ſome men are more 
Wiſe then others, then to ſee excellent Fruits grow upon ſome Trees, 
upon others ſuch as are not ſo deſirable, and upon ſome none £ Will 
any Wiſe man cry becauſe it. is not alwayes day , or laugh to ſce 
people Feveriſh ? & not Folly one of thoſe diſeaſes which Hu- 
man 
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man Nature is fick of ? As he which made Men, is not to be blam'd for 
their want of Health, becauſe they are voluntarily fick ; fo neither is he 
to be thought wanting as to their Recovery, ſince he hath given them ſuf- 
ficient meansto obtain it,ard they periſh irrecoverably becauſe they will 


not uſe thew. But what is that to you, Exphraner 2 Let them alone. Your | 


Diſcourſe, though never fo wiſe, is but loſt upon ſuch as are paſt ſenſe. 
Exhortation 1s odious to ſuch as are otherwiſe refolv'd. You praiſe Liber: 
ty to abjeQt Souls that can bear any yoke, ſo it be lin'd with Gold 3 which 
love to be flaves, and are worthy of Fetters. You talk to thoſe of a dar- 
perous Hook who have determin'd to ſwallow the Bait, and will never 
believe there is any Hook till it ſtick in their Throats; You adviſe ſuch 
ro forſake a fooliſh courſe of Life, which are fo utterly uniacquainted with 
Wiſdom and Virtue, that it they ſhould take your Counſel, would not 
know what to do, Therefore Jet me defire you, Exphranor,not to provoke 
men io be worſe then they are already; that is,of Fools to make them mad 
by laughiog at them : and you, Ske/etion, not to make them thiok their 
condition more unhappy then it is, becauſe you continually cry for them. 
I entreat you alſo, my Neighbours of P/#tocopis, not to be too angry 
at the Deportment of theſe Strangers, conl(idering that it is a Courtefie 
to be awaken d out of a hurtful] Dream, though by a loud Noiſe. Be 
not diſpleas'd that you are putin mind of your Mortality. An Em 
rour could bear ſuch words from one that ſtood behind him in his Tri- 
umphant Chariot. Your Poſleſſions are like your ſelves, of Uncertain 
Contiouance, Mine and Thine are Words that fignifie only a juſt pre- 
ſent Liſle. The moſt Righful owners are bat UſutruQtuaries. You can 
never make a Preſcription by poſſefling that which is only borrow'd for 
a time, and held merely at the Will of him that lent it. If you accuſtons 
your ſelves tothink you are Mortal, you will live more prudently, you 
will ſpend the little time you have more frugally, uſe well what you can» 
not carry with you; and knowing that you do but ſojourn in this World, 
you will be leſs troubled when you are call'd Home. If yon make that 
uſe which you may of Exphranor's Laughter, you will forgive him his 
Mirth; if you weigh the reaſons of his pleaſant Humour, you will wiſh 
to be of his Mind, If you made ſome Glaſſes in imitation of that of Skes 
letion, they would ſhew you ſuch a true Image of this mutable World, 
that you would learn to proportion your affeCtions to the frail Nature of 
Things. You would not then fret at thoſe neceffary Viciffitudes which 
are the Roots of your diſappointments; knowing that the brighteſt Pro- 
ſperity ſhines but like a Winter's Sun, faintly at beſt, and is often clou- 
ded ; that Men ſtand io Worldly Raok like Arithmeticians Counters up- 
v0 a Table, ſometimes for Shillings, ſometimes for Pounds, and ſome- 
times for Pence ; or like Cheſs-men, are ſometimes Knights, ſometimes 
Pawns, and at the end of the Play are ſhuffled into a Bag altogether, 
You would then ſee no more reaſon to be angry, becauſe athers flouriſh, 
then to envy the Gayeties of a ſhort-liv'd Butter-flie, or to repine at 
the Feeſts and Muſick of a Graſhopper, which for a moneth or two hops 
from Herb to Herb, quaffs up the Dew ſings and dies. You would not 
be puff'd with Pride, though your own fails be ſwellV'd with proſperous 
blaſts of good Fortune, remembriog that it is not long before proud peo- 
ple, that which makes them Arrogant, and their Pride fink altogether; 
Human Glory beiog but like the vain Gliſtertvg of a Rain-Bow, which 
is made of a few Sun-beams ſcatter'd upon a watriſh cloud. It it 
were not unſeaſonable, I ſhould alſo adviſe you that you would ven- 
ture your uncertaimRiches not only at Sea, but upon Charity ; for I fear 


many 
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many.of you will be undone ere loog for want of thoſe gainful Returns 
which Merciful men are ſure to meet in the Eternal World. It you be- 
ſtow upon your ſelves ſuch a moderate Portion as will maintain a Tem- 
perate chearfulneſs, and impart what you can ſpare to the relief of ſuch 
as are in Neceſlity,you will improve what you have to the utmoſt advan- 
tage;for youprudently uſe things as changeable as the Wind and Tide to 
bring you to a Happy Port, and make thofe which ſail with you glad 
by the way. Thole which enjoy a flouriſhing eſtate and underſtand 
not this Art, looſe, to their unſpeakable damage, a rare opportunity to 
be merciful to ſuch as poſſibly io tuture time may be able to repay what 
they may then need. Burt Proſperity is always il|-beſtowed upon Fools, 
for they preſently grow infolent, fallly ſuppoſing that they can never 
be uohappy. | 
I have nothing more to ſay,' Bathypogon, but only to entreat your favours 
able Sentence for the two Strangers. It were a moſt unmerciful thing to 
+ 4 dried Car. condemn * Skeletion,who hath only griev'd you with two much pity; & as 
caſs. unjuſt to puniſh © Ewphraror, for doing that which he is forc'd to,for he 0n- 
© Amerry 4% |, laughs at things which are ridiculous.Ithipk the P/atocopians might do 
well toreform their Errors,and then they will be ſo happy rhat their State 
will no longer be a proper Object for Skeletion's Compatlion; or, if you 
thiok it not yet time to grow Wiſe, make a Law that for the {ſuture none 
ſhall preſume to laugh at your follies,and then ft is likely that Euphranor 
will obediently depart out of your City. 
@ One who Thus the gentle * Orthocrizon ended his Advice, But Bathypogon and his 
make: a right Fellow-Citizens Ears were ſo hard ſtopt with the Hopes of a Feaſt which 
AD they intended to make with the Money which they ſhould receive for the 
Philoſophers, that Mercurie's Augre would not have been able to bore a 
hole in them. Bathypogon, taking no notice of what Orthocrinon had ſaid, 
pronounc'd the Sentence,and commanded the Crier to proclaim, That if 
any man would buy the Philoſophers,he ſhould have them both for twen: 
ty pounds.No body offering to buy them, Bathypogon bad the-Cryer give 
a years time for the payment of the Money. The Merchants were fo a- 
fraid of their troubleſome Qualities, that they were not Vendible fo : 
Whereupon Bathypogon, by the Advice of his Afliſtants, ofder'd that they 
ſhould be gone out of the City, and. commanded them at their utmoſt 
Peril not to remain within the Gates that Night. 
Orthocrinon having ſeen the fruitleſs event of his Interceſſion, went a- 
way, but expreſs'd ſo much Courtefie towards the Philoſophers as to de- 
+ 4 quiet State fire them to go with him to * Exeſto, They accepted of his Invitation ; 
and when they came to his Houſe, (which beiog a pleaſant Solitude, was 
no improper ſcat for a Philoſopher) they could not but like it. But they 
+ 7:anquility, were much more taken with the Chearfulneſs of his Wife * Euthymia, the 
of Mind. ſober Deportment and excellent Knowledg of his Ingenuous Children : 
in ſhort, they beheld ſuch a diſcreet Order in the appointment of his 
whole Affairs, that they were forc'd to think that Orthocrinon was fo wile 
and happy, that Ewphranor could not laugh at him, except he eſteem'd it 
Ridiculous that he was a Man; nor Skeletion weep, unleſs it offended 
him that he was not a God, 
Þ Here * Irene ended her ſtory, for which ſhe receiv'd many thanks from 
A div" Urania and her Companions, The time of the day requiriog it, * Theonoe 
_ defired them to walk in toDinner, They were no ſooner come into thePar- 
lor which open'd into theGarden,but they were ſurpriz'd with an unexpe: 


Great Beard. 


i 4 Helper. 


» 0ne ho doth ted Joy,occafion'd by the fortunate Arrival of two Gentlemen near a- kia 
compa{/ionate to Theonoe andirene,calld : Amyntor and $ympathas,who CAIMETLO perform 


ethers. 


a 


— 
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a Viſit, This made a great acceſſion to the Contentments of the whole 
Company 3 andthey which brought it, quickly perceived that they thern- 
ſelves had .encountred a greater Happineſs then they expeQed:The plea- 
ſures which are.enjoy'd in Company being of that nature,that whoſoever 
contribute to their production, ever carry away their Principal with ati 
extraordinary Intereſt, The Fathers of theſe two Gentlemen and the Las 
dies maintain'd mutually ſuch an intimate. Friend{hip, that they were 
commonly call'd Py/ades and Oreſtesz and their Love was tranſtnitted by 
a kind of Hereditary Traduction to their Children,. and they preſerv'd 
it ſo ioviolably, that their Families after their Death retain'd the Glory 
of their Anceſtours AﬀecCtion. Amyntor and Sympathus were perſons of 
great Wits, advanc'd by Study and Trave},of good Diſcourſe and agree- h 
able Humour. -Theonve perceiving whilſt they were at Dinner, that her iſ f 
Cozens were not altogether ſo chearful as they us'd to be,ask'd them, ith | | 
when the Cloth was taken away, what was the Reaſon of their unuſual was 
ſadneſs. Amymtor confeſs'd that they had in their hearts ſome Compathion, Ul 
though at this time they would willingly have conceal'd it, for the Death | | 
of the good King * Anaxagathnr, and the poor Prince * Alethion, whoſe * 4 gud King. 
Misfortunes were the ruine of that once flouriſhing Family, This news ,, 2% 7 
was very unwelcome to © Theonoe and © Irene - however, fe it is ſome « 4 divine j 
ſatisfaCtion to know the ſtate of our friends, they defired Jeave of Benti- 4nd 1} 
volio and Urania, and the reſt of the good Company,thar Amyror might - OY M 
be intreated to acquaint them with that which he had heard concermng 1 
the diſaſtrous Fate of the beſt of Kings 3 and his Son a moſt Illuſtrious 1 
Prince. Bentivolio and his friends readily accepted theMotion,for they in- } 


tended to have made the ſame requeſt,not doubting but ſuch aſtory muft 
needs be full of great Accidents. Amyntor was willing to obey their Com- [ ; y 
mand, and the rather, becauſe it breaths an inward grief to relate ir to be: hf 
fuch as ſympathize with our paſſhons, Throne led the Company into a | li. 
fair Gallery, where when they had diſpos'd themſelves in convenient 
Seats, he began after this manner. 


The Kingdom of «< Theriagene (now well worthy of its Name) was for- © peyenerare | 119 
merly governed by Anaxagathns, who derived his Empire by Hereditary 7*** "4108 
Right from many Royal Anceſtors,that is,recetived Soveraign Power with Wo 
all imaginary Advantages. The Antient Root ofa Princely Family is a 14 q 
great ſupport to that Veneration which is due from Subjects to their | 19}; | 
Kiogs;for they cannot but have a Natural Reverence for one whota God, \| 0h 
Nature and Time, have ſet and confirm'd in Royal Height. This moſt 44668 
excellent way of Succeſſion freed him from thoſe difaffetions which are 0 


many times faſtned upon Elective Princes by the envy of Ambitious 
Competitors, and the Hatred of ſuch as faftioufly oppoſe their Choice. 
* Anaxagathus was neither engag'd to grarifie any Party of the People * 4 good King TRY 


for their Votes, nor ow'd any reward to his Souldiers for the help oftheir | [ff 
Swords ; but being born a Prince, was equally :cknowledy'd by all in Jo 8h 
his uodoubted Right,and was free to oblige fuch as he ſhould think fir, I; I 
_ with uoprejudic'd Favours.Upon this Foundation of his Soveraignty the lil 
Welfare of his Subj«Rs alſo was (ſtrongly fecured, both as the Intereſts of 1s. of 
People are moſt ſafe under Monarchy (which is evident ; For fince the 3 ; 
greateſt part of the Laws of a Nation do always refpe@ ſuch matters as i 
are the continual Occaſions of Controverfie berween Men; every part Wt 
of the People being biaſs'd with divided Intereft, none can be (o fitly Bs 
qualified for Legiſlators as is the Prince, who having no particular con. j [F 
cernment aims equally at the Common good, )and as the Right of Succeſ- \y'\ 
f1on was intail'd upon his Poſterity, he had oo fatereſt of his Family .divi- 0 
| 3F by ; ded Fn! | 
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ded from the publick : a miſchief which can hardly be avoided io EleQive 
Principalitics, which being forc'd to take a great care of their Relatives, 
fioce they are not ſure of Succeſſion, do often exceed the bounds of juſt 
Moderation in what they deſign for themſelves 3 and as they fre uently 
ſtoop to the uſe of ignoble contrivances to obtain what they defire, 1o 
they make no ſcruple to repeat their Methods for the maintaining and en: 
creaſing of what they have gotten. As Anaxagathws was plac'd far above 
the.Neceffity of ſuch uoworthyArtsby an indubitableTitle,ſo by aPrince. 
lyTemper of Soul received from hisProgenitors,he was naturally inclin'd 
to an affectionate Regard to his Subjects, being born their Father, 

As he was thus plac'd in his Throne by a DivinePower,ſo he was accom- 
pliſh'd with all thoſe Princely Virtues which made him moſt worthy to ſic 
— thereFor he acknowledging his Authority derived from Heaven, princi- 
pally endeavoured to deport himſelf as God's Vicegerent,and was not fo 
careful of any thing as his Honour, from whoſe hand he received his 
Crown;beiog not only Religious in ſhew,to gain Eſtimation with the Peo- 
ple,but really affeCtiog Piety, io hope of the Bleſſing of true Obedience 
which Princes need both for themſelves and their Subjefts. The Truth of 
this Diſpoſition he made manifeſt both in that he ſhew'd no Countenance 
to thoſe which were openly impious, and ever declar'd an utter abhor- 
rence of Atheiſts,and preferr'd to the moſt Honourable places of his ſer- 
vice ſuch as he thought to be the trueſt Lovers of God. | 

As the peaceable entry into the poſſeſſion of his Kingdom freed him 
from thoſe troubles which have often amus'd the Prudence of Great Em- 
perours3 ſo his deep Inſight into the Priociples of Government inabled 
him to avoid two dangerous Rocks, upon which many Kingdoms have 
becn ſplit, viz. the Ambition of the Potent Gentry, and the Iofolent Di- 
ſpoſition of the Vulgar,He had Great Natural Parts,and ſo improv'd them 
by Reading, Conſideration and Experience, that he wes able to frame a 
quick and folid Judgment of any Matter belonging to his Government, 
He knew that the buſineſs of a Prince is to advance the Proſperity of his 
Subje&s, and to ſecure their Peace againſt the Invaſion of Foreiners ; and 


therefore acquainted himſelf with all things which are neceſſary to be 
known as Means conducing to thoſe Ends, Particularly with the Nature 
of his Prerogative, the Rights of his People, the Laws of Nations, the 
Neg ey other Kingdoms, the Commodities of his Own, the Inclinati- 


ons of his ſubjes, and the Deligus which his Neighbours may probably 
have agaioſt him, 

He gave a great Demonſtration of the Perſpicicity of his Judgment, 
both in the EleCtion of his Counſellors, (for knowing that Kings muſt 
ſee with other mens Eyes, and truſt a conſiderable part of theis Afﬀeairs 
to the Fidelity of their Miniſters, he made choice of ſuch as were not 
only perſons of Honour, but men of ſingular Prudence and unqueſtio- 
able Integrity,) and in the Examination of their Advice : for ſince all 
men are fallible, and may ſome time or other, give Counſel with too 
great a reflection upon particular Ends of their own, he would never 
receive any but that which he did clearly perceive to aim direaly at his 
and the Common Intereſt, If after publick Debates he did yet doubr 
concerning that Opinion to which he inclin'd, he would privately con- 
jure ſome of thoſe who differ'd from him, to tell him freely the Reaſons 
of their Advice; which they would moſt willingly do, knowing that 
Anaxagathw never eſteem'd thoſe his Friends, who out of fear of con- 
tradiivg his loclination would conceal what they koew concerning 
his Good, By this means he ſecured himſelf againſt Flatterers, and made 

| the 
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the utmoſt Improvernent of his Friends Abilities, To his Warineſs in De- 
liberation he added Stedfaſtneſs in his Reſolves, and Diligence in the Exe- 
cution of his Purpoſes: . 

In his Carriage he expreſs'd a Majeſtick Gravity,never condeſcending 
to ſuch Altions as.import lowneſs of Sou], diminiſh the Veneration of 
Royalty, or expoſe his Perſon to any Contempt : yet he always manife- 
ſted ſo much Serenity and Sweetneſs, that he incurr'd no Hatred by the 
moſt ſevere Exerciſe of his Regal Power. Knowing that 1t is eaſter to pre- 
vent Hatred then to regain Love ; and that Malice cannot be (lighred 
without ſome H:zard, he declin'd avoidable Offences. He ever match'd 
Clemency with Greatneſs of mind, knowing that Mercy ſhewa by one 
that hath great Power doth unſpeakably oblige 3 and that ic was never 
any Advantage to a Prince to be hated, which is always the Effe& of 
Cruelty. When any Favour was beſtow'd, he ever let the People ſee 
that it proceeded freely from his own Goodneſs ; and when Rigour was 
exercisd, which was but ſeldom, they ſaw it was a neceſſary Puniſhment 
of Sins which ought not to be pardon'd, 

There is no Reaſon of juſt Iotamy, for which Princes do ſometimes re- 
ceive a diſhonourable CharaQtet in the Book of Fame, which he did not 
well obſerve and carefully avoid. He was very curious of his Converſati- 
on,left it wanted the juſt Ornaments of every Moral Virtue; becauſe he 
knew that Princes cannot hide their Actions,3nd that it was no affurance 
that he had done well, becauſe none durſt reprove him. He was un- 
williog alſo to make an Example againſt the Law, and let his ſubjeas 
ſee that it is was poſlible for fin to be unpuniſhable. He would make 
no uſe of an Arbitrary Power, though his People knew it was their du- 
ty not to refiſt him; neither did he thiok he loſt any thing of his Power 
by not doing every thiog which he might. Whilſt the Kiog ſtrictly 
obſerv'd the eſtabliſh'id Laws, the People learn'd Obedience from 
his Goveroment, His great Care of his SubjeCts ſafety made them 
perform their Duties with an unſpeakable willingneſs :: they efteen'd 
the King's Riches their Publick Treafury, and when they pay'd 
their Taxes, acknowledg'd that they gave but a Little to Roles 
All. 

* Anaxagathws lived w_—_ according to the Degree of a Prince: 
yet manag 'd his Expences fo frugally, that they did never exhauſt his Re- 
venue. For this there was great Reaſon : for though Money was not the 
Sinews of his Wars, but rather the Love and Courage of his native Soul- 
diers ;3yet he knew they muſt be pay'd when they are imploy'd, and that 
with Silver a King may hire men as well as buy Iron with Gold. The 
truth is, he had little cauſe to thiok of entertaining any forein Auxilia- 
rics, for he was ſo entirely beloved at home, that he could not but be 
much tear'd abroad. His Subjedts endear'd his Happineſsto theriifelves, 
and made their Loyal AﬀeC@ions ſo manifeſt upon all Occafions, that 
Conſpirators had as much reaſon to expe puniſhment, though the 
ſhould accompliſh miſchief againſt his Perſon, as they are always fearful 
when they delign it againſt other Princes. It was a fiogular teſtimogy of 
the Prudence of Anaxagathnr, that he had obtain'd whatever belong'd to 
a Prince's Security, when to the Majeſty of his Perſon, the Defence of 
the Laws the Allrſtance of his Friends,and the Strength of his Guards, he 
added the [Univerſal Good-will of his People. Being aſſured of this, he 
{lighted the vain Strength of chargeable Forts, maintaining only One in a 


weak placeof his Frontiers, and that rather'for Pomp then any Defence 
that he expected from it, 


Thus 
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* { good King 
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b 4 Lover of 
Truth. 

© A divine 
Mind, 


* Fn1 Helper, 


Thus did the Good King Anaxagathss live in Glory, contemning that 
poor Honour which ſome weakly endeavour to perpetuate by Statues of 
frail Stogefor the Everlaſting Image of his Virtues was fram'd io the Souls 
of thoſe which could not think upon him without Admiration. His whole 
Kingdom was his Theatre, and all his People SpeCtators, applauding his 
wiſe and juſt Actions, There was no City 10 his Dominions which did oot 
preſerve his Trophies made of Conquer'd Hearts. This was Anaxagathus 
his Happineſs;and indeed what greater Felicity is there then to be able to 
impartProſperity to many others?His diſcreet Subje@ts thought themſelves 
happy too, for they ſaw that they enjoy'd what freedom Mortal men are 
Capable of,and they deſired not that extravagant Liberty which the Igno- 
rant Multitude often talk of, ſometimes rebel for,but never enjoy z ex- 
chavging Obedience and Peace for Sio, War,and then jult Slavery under 
ſuch as for their own ambitious Ends made them 1n loye with Trezsſon. 

Thus the Kingdom flouriſh'd under Anaxagathus, and they had no 
ſma!! grounds of Hope that it would never wither ; for as they could not 
enjoy a better King, ſo neither did the King or the People defire a more 

Hopeful Succefſor then the moſt Excellent Prince * Alethiow, who was 
the only Son of Anaxagathns, IT pray you, Coltn, faid < Theonoe, with 
the leave of this good Company, fince you are fo good at Deſcriptions, 
will you give us a ſhort Character of his PerfeQtions ? by this means we 
ſhall not only enjoy the pleaſare of your Wit, but you will alſo detain 
us by a beneficial Delay from the hearing of that at which we are aſſu- 
red before-hand that we ſhall be grievd. Though I have resſon to 
bluſh, replied * Amyntor, at one half of the reaſon which you give 
for your Command, yet I will be obedient io the beſt manger that my 
poor ability will allow. Alethion was a Prince of a lively Complex» 
on, ſprightly Eyes, black Hair, curliog naturally i handſome Kings, 
of a reve Aſpe@, of a tall Stature, goodly Shape, aud Princely Car- 
riage, of an obligiog Converſation mix'd with Majeſty. He had aquick 
Wit equall'd with a ſolid Judgment. He ſpake with facility, and deli- 
vered extraordinary Conceptions in moſt clear Expreſſions, Thoſe 
Connate Notions of Truth, which God hath beftow'd as a natural Glo- 
ry upon Rational Souls, did fhige in his bright Intelle@ like fixt Stars, 
unclouded with thoſe il]-ſented fumes of Luft which darken wicked 
Minds. To this Light he added whatſoever may be gaio'd from Experi- 
enceenlarg'd with much conference and great Reading, He had a con- 
ſtant Propenfion of ſtrong Defires to all excellent Actainments, a moſt 
piercing Wit for the finding out of ſuch means as would help to accom» 
pliſh his End, and was unweariedly diligent in the uſe of them. That 
he omitted nothing which would make him Maſter of his Noble Deſigns, 
was manifeſt in this, that neither the Avocations of the Court, nor thoſe 
multitudes of Tentations which allure Princes to Pleaſure, but do uſual- 
ly betray them to Ignorance, were able to hinder him from an exa&t 
knowledg of the belt Arts and Sciences, which made him able to give a 
true Judgment upon aby piece of Learning. 

It was one of his principal Recreations to diſcourſe with Philoſophers, 
that is,ſuch as he perceiv'd really to have advanc'd the knowledg of God 
and his works,and were alſo perfeted with that Wiſdom which conſiſts in 
a ſincere Belief of what God hath made known by Revelation : for he ac- 
counted it aſtrange kind of Vanity to pretend an eager deſire to find out 
Truth our Selves, and yet to ſlight that which God of his Grace hath re: 
veal'd to us for our DireCtion and Encouragement; that is,to pretend an 
Eſteem for Books,and undervalue the beſt of Books, the Sacred Bible. The 

great 
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great pleaſure which he found by underſtanding the myſteries of Natural 


Philoſophy, made him very Curious io the Contrivance and Uſe of thoſe 


Inſtruments which do further us io that Inquiry,as Teleſcopes, Tubes;and 
all other Mechanical Engines, He was very Liberal in allowances which 
are requifite to make thoſe Experiments upon which true Principles are 
founded,and by which they are proved, but which Princes only are able 
to beſtow. GenerousNature in requtal of theſe Servicesdiſcover'd to him 
all her Secrets; except ſome few which ſhe yet reſolves to conceal from 
Mortal eyes,and intended that in a ſhort time he ſhould be acknowledg'd 
by all the World as the Prince of Philoſophers. | 
He made a firm League with all the Virtues, and was true to his en- 
pagement, never betraying any of them to ſcorn in the whole Courſe of 
his Actions. He would often expreſs a pity for the Superſtitious, and 
always declar'd a zealous abhorrence of Hypocriſie. - He was the more 
to be admired in his Religion, becauſe as he was a devout worſhipper 
of the Supreme King of Heaven and Earth, ſo the Sincerity of his Vir- 
tuous Diſpoſition did not grow upon any Erroneous Principle ; for his 
Regard of God did not ſpring from Ignorance or panick Fear, thoſe 
contemptible Foundations upon which [ograteful Atheiſts bottom Reli- 
ics, but from a clear Knowledg and true Love of that which is belt. 
He was the Paragon of Temperance, and Chaſt to an Example. He 
had ſuch a Generous Soul, that he could not only forgive an injury, 
but forget that he was wrong'd ; eſteeming them very ordinary Chi- 
rurgions which cannot heal a wound without a Scar. By his praQtice 
he made others learn this true and noble fort of Revenge. He had an 
unfeigned Love of Truth, and would rather endure any Inconveni- 
ence then break his Work, and loſe any Deſiga which he could not gain 
but with the blemiſh of his Honour, He had an incomparable Forti- 
tude, whereof he gave infinite proofs, and did uſually forget himſelf 
to be a Prince when his Friends ſtood in need of his Courage. 
a Prudence which taught bim to make uſe of every thing that was an 
Advantage to any important Buſineſs, and this he attain'd by much Ex- 
erciſle. At Home in times of Peace, when the moſt excellent Souldi- 
ers have little to do, he would walk in the Field with them, and dil- 
courſe concerning Military Affairs, make them train their men, repre- 
ſent ſerious War in jocular Skirmiſhes 5 and having view'd divers ſorts 
of Ground; ask Queſtions proportionable to their diverſity of Situation; 
ſuch as theſe: Ifan enemy (would he ſay) had not minded the Advan- 
tage of that Hill, How might we gain it ? Or if he poſſeſs'd it,and we were 
plac'd in the lower Ground, how ſhould we aflault him ? If he worſted 
us, by what means might we be able to retreat in order ? If we had the 
better of him, how might we make the beft improvement of the Victo- 
ry in a purſuit > From ſuch Inſtances going on to other Chances which 
happen in War, he made Demands, receiv'd their Anſwers, and replied. 
By this meaDs he attain'd ſuch a clear fore-fight in Martial Afﬀairs, that 
pO caſe could eaſily fall out for which he had not a Remedy provided. 
I have heard ſome, which have had the happineſs to know him familiar- 
ly, fay, that of his own Country he had drawn ſuch an exa&t Map ia 
his Mind, that he could talk diſtinly of all In-land places of Strength, 
and knew his ſeveral Ports, convenient Rodes, dangerous Shelves, 
and uſeful Faſtneſſcs upon the Sea-Coaſts, as well as if he had dwelt 1n 
every place, 
He had one happineſs which Perſons of his Quality do not frequently 
enjoy 3 For Tyavelling lncognito, he ſaw the Courts and Camps of many 
Princes, 


He had - 
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Princes, where he had the opportunity to obſerve the beſt Actions, and 
alſo to perform ſome which made his Worth ſhine through his Diſguiſe, 
This made him admir'd in moſt places where he ſojournd,and he return'd 
home inrich'd with variety of Experimeots from them all. 

Before the Neceffity of any aQual Adventure, he form'd his Reſolu- 
tions according to ſuch Rules as wiſe Perſons had compos'd for all caſes 
in Speculation z and coming to encounter Giſtaſters at Sea and Land, he 
gave ſuch Proofs of his Conſtancy, that it was viftble to all which knew 
him, that Chance had no power over his Virtue ; and that the fixt Tem- 

per of his great Soul did not riſe and fall according to the weather. glaſs 
of external Accidents. He had ſuch an undaunted Preſentneſs of a pres 
pared Mind, that when he was affronted with any ſudden alteration of 
Fortune, without any Conſultation how he might make an eſcape, he 
would immediately ſtand upon his Defence. When he engag'd in any 
Enterpriſe which concerned the Kiog's ſervice againſt his Enemies, they 
made bur a ſmall account of the Advantage, if in avy thing they had the 
better of him z for they knew he would ſoon repair it at their Coſt : and 
when they were put to a Loſs, though they knew he always purſued his 
ViRory, yet they were not much dejeQed ; for they were ſure that oo 
ſucceſs did ever make him loſolent. 

The King his Father having perceived by a ſhort Experience that his 
Son was made up of all thoſe Accomplifhments that he had put into his 
Prayers for him, takiog notice that it was a hard task to determine whe- 
ther his Body or Soul had the Advantage in thoſe Gifts which were di- 
ſinCly proper to them ; and having obſerv'd that he was able to give as 
good Advice, and manage what was determin'd, with as much Prudence 
as any of his Senators, he made him one of hisiotimate Councet; and ſee- 
iog that his Souldiers received not only Diſcipline but Example from his 

 Matchleſs Valour, he made him General of his Armies, 
The People were inamoured with his PerfeCtions, and never look'd 
upon him but as the Glorious Mirror of all Princely Graces. Their Happi- 


» 4 good Kings nefs being full tothe top in * Anaxagathry, they thought it muſt needs 
_ d ALoveref xunoverin® Aletbion, They could not look at the Father as a ſetting Sun, 


whilſt they ſcem'd to ſee him riſe and ſhine more glorioufly in ſuch an 
Heir. Their honeſt Hopes were not ill-grounded,though the Prince's Ex: 
cellencies had not the ſame effects in the Kings Mind which they had in 
the People's. Yet thoſe were not their Natural Products, bur oblique Re- 
ſentments eaus'd by finiſter Repreſentations made by a Coſin of Aletbion, 


© 4 Antized ss Whole name was © Amtithens.He envying the Prince becauſe he was ſo juſt- 


ly Great,brought the Kiog into ſuſpicion that he aym'd by indiret Means 
to be unjuſtly Greater. The Exceſs of Virtue io Alethiox upbraided him 
with his own DefeQts, and the Imbecillity of bis Malicious Wir could de- 
viſe no other way to be reveng'd, but by endeayouring to make the 
King believe that his Son valued thoſe Excellencies which were taken 
notice of in him only as things which made his Father Leſs. Antith:us had a 
Nature uoſpeakably Ambitious, and that made him diſcantented with his 
condition in the Court, though it was much too good for ſo unworthy a 
Perſon. He fancied that there was no Happineſs in the World but to 
ſee ſwarms of officious People preſs about bim, and await his pleaſure 
with uncovered heads. He deſpisd the beſt Eſtate of SubjeQs as a 
gilded Slavery, and eſteem'd it Poverty of Spirit to be williog to be 
govern'd'; and had entertain'd ſuch falſe Principles to accomodate his 
proud Humour, that he made no queſtion but it was his Right not to 0- 
bey ary longer then till he could get power to Commang, 8 concluded 

| that 
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that no Method was unlawtul by which he could make himſelf Supreme. 
This Temper carried a:ong with it a Malicious Envy agaioft his Equalz, 
and poſleſs'd him with an habitual Maligaity againſt his Superiors. He 
made account that he had but two conſiderable Impediments in his way; 
(for other matters he thought he ſhould eaſily diſlipate with a puff of his 
Breath) and thoſe were the King, becauſe he was in the preſent Poſſefſh- 
on of Royalty, and the Prince : and this latter troubled him moſt, both 
becauſe he had a (trong Antipathy againſt his Heroical Soul ; and becauſe 
he knew that though the King were dead, yet he would ſurvive in the 
Prince : ſo that he could never look at the flouriſhing ſtate of * Alethion, + 4 tour of 

but as that diſmal Coffin in which he himſelf was buried alive. Trath, 

In thoſe Intervals of Reflexion which force themſelves into the 218 
thoughts of great Sinners, be would ſometimes ſay to his friends, But | Th 
what is this which 1 attempt ? How can I forget my Uncle ?Why ſhould l 1/8 
iojure my Coſtr? I mult trample upon Fealty, abandon Gratitudegdeſpiſe [421 
nearneſs of Blood, baniſh all reſpeCts of Piety out of my Mind, and fſup- i 
preſs the pains which my Conſcience makes me fee]. Theſe troubleſome Jay 
Conſiderations, and the various Difficulties which he was to incounter; J 
gave mighty checks to his Hopes: yet he had ſuch unſatiable deſires to p 
go forward, that he reſolved to try all Poſlibilities, and either to accom- hk 
pliſh his Deſigo, or periſh more contentedly in the attempt : Hoping We 
withall that if he could not riſe to the Height at which he aim'd, yet he 1M 
ſhould make the Prince fall with him ; and imagin'd fooliſhly that if Suc: | i} 
ceſs did anſwer his ExpeCtations, he ſhould be able to hide his Sins under | 1 
the Proſperity which he ſhould then enjoy, and obtain pardon tor his " 
bold Wickednels by a Title which whilſt he poſleſs'd none durſt deny to WL + 
be good. He had divers Friends which not only knew his Temper, but (9-1 i 
having peculiar Diſcontents of their own were diſaffeted towards the 12 | 
preſent State of Afﬀairs, which they wiſh'd altered, in hopes to riſe pro- | 
portionably to the Advancement of their Patron; and they promis'd "i 
themſelves a more probable Succeſs, becauſe * Antithens was the next * 4n 4nti ged. =. 
Heir but one to the Crown. 90h. 

Antithews found no means fo fit for his purpoſe as to implant a deep 4k 


ſuſpicion in the King's thoughts againſt the Prince.* Anaxagathws having * 42d Kirg | 

a fearful Nature, his Mind was a ſoil too fit for Jealoufie, and Antithens 188! 
doubted not but he thould be able to make it grow, whilſt he and his | wn 
Accomplices nouriſh'd it with much Artifice, and that io time it would BY | 
bring forth the fruit which he delired. The more he conlidered,the more i 
difficult he found his task : for the Prince managed his Command with 
ſuch prudent Innocence,that Antitheus had nothing but miſconſtrued Vir- 
tue to form into an Accuſation ; and the King having great AtfeQions for 
the Prince, it was not eaſie to make a Father ceaſe to love ſuch a Son, Wd 
who by his Excellencies attracted the Love of all men. This forc'd 4#- "oF [| 
titheus to uſe his Wits to prepare matter for the Prince's Ruin, and his 6! 
patience to await ſome lucky ſeaſon when he might throw a {; park into i 
itto blow it up, and yet fo undiſcernedly, that none ſhould be able to i 
ſay from what hand it came: Knowing that bold Falſhood cannot on- | 
ly impoſe upon ſhallow Judgments or weaker Courage, but upon Wiſe | 
men too, it the opportunity be watch'd wherein they alſo will be weak. | il 
That his Inteptions might not be known, he hid them under a deport- | af 
ment full of civilities towards the Prince, and took \all occaſions to 


give him humble reſpeCt, eſpecially in the King's preſence ; but by bb 
his Agents he ſecretly undermin'd the King's affetions to his Sop, ob} 
and miſ-reporting his Deſigns with many falſe ſurmiſes, he endeayour- at 
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ed with theſe, like ſharp Darts wiog d with Fame, mortally to wound his 
a A Loverof Reputation, He ſet a falſe Gloſs upon all * 4l«thion's Attions, ſome of 
Jrath, which could not but be capable of diftcrent Conſtruftions : It being a 
hard matter for a Perſon of his Quality and Employment fo to deport 
himſelf in the concurrence of various Circumſtances, that one which ob- 
ſerves him with a malicious Eye,ſhall not be able to make a ſiniſter Ioter- 
pretation of a moſt ſincere Intention. 
d 4 Werſhipper Theoſebius the King of © Theoprepia, being invaded by the 4 Theroma: 


\,* ng er ckians,had ſent to © Anaxagathns to deſire his affiltance; Amaxagathns re« 
State. ſented his Condition, and ſent the young Prince Alethion to his relief, 


abs who perform'd many admirable Actions, and in particular reſcu'd the 
© 4 good King, Perſon of Theoſebius when he was inclos'd in a Troop of Theromachians, 
and ſo encourag'd his Souldiers by his Example, that the Theromachians 
were all kill'd or taken. He ſtay'd a while in Theoprepia ; and though he 
return*d Victorious, it was mutter d againſt him, that whilſt he was ab- 
ſent with the Army, he careſs'd the Souldiers with extraordinary Fa« 
vours, expreſs'd more then uſual civility in his words and carriage; and 
that they not only obliged with his Bounty, but icfinitely taken with a 
prudent Courage of which he had given moſt ſignal proofs in the Con- 
dud ofthe Fight, cried him up with ſuch words as are only fit to be given 
to Emperours. This was ſuggeſted to make the King believe that his Son 
was ipfivitely Ambitious, to make him ſuſpeC his Loyalty, and look upon 
him as one that thirſted after the Government. The Diſturbance which 4- 
raxapathus receiv'd from theſe Reports was much encreas'd by the Peo.: 
ples Acclamations, which he fancied as Ecchoes to the Voice of the Army: 
For they extollivg the Perſon and AQtions of Alerhiow,beſtow'd upon him 
the greateſt Praiſes and (ſjgnifications of higheſt Admiration as he paſs*d 
along the Streets; and as they came near tothe Palace, the King took:no- 
tice of all that was done from a Balcony. 
+4 good x>g, Then was * Avaxagathus indiſpos'd with too much Proſperity ; He 
b 4Loveref thought himſe]f miſerable when he was only too Happy, like thoſe who 
RO are blinded with over-much Light ; whilſt * A/ethiow was io danger of an 
Eclipſe, becauſe he ſhin'd too bright : So the Athenians beſtow'd Oftra- 
ciſms uponthoſe which were too Virtuons, The King had but a few Ho- 
lidays after this ſight, for he entertained a tormenting paſſion which con- 
tinually gnaw'd his heart and turi'd every the mult innocent Acci- 
dent into a moſt corroſive nouriſhment for it ſelf, In a ſhort time the 
Venemous Aﬀection ſhew'd its power 1a very - malignant Effects : for the 
Kiog, without any Cauſe known to the Prince, would expreſs himſelfin 
ſuch rough Language,and accompany it with ſuch unpleaſing Looks, that 
Alethjon could not but perceive that his Father was. abus'd with untrue 
ſurmiſes.This did affiit the Princezyet he having a great Soul,and that for- 
tified with a ſpotleſs Virtue,diſſembled his Griet, eutertain'd Patience,till 
God and Time ſhould cure his Father's miſtakes, Anaxagathrs to dif. 
* An Atheis, charge the trouble of his Doubts, unhappi!y reveal'd his mind-<to © Ar: 
titheus, who being too well versd in the Art of Diſſimulation, pre- 
tended a great belief of the Prince's Loyalty; and though he con- 
feſs'd that he had heard things which were molt extremely diſhonou- 
rable, if they were true, yet he advis'd the King to repute them, as he 
himſelf did, falſe; adding that a ſhort time would probably pive 
a clear Reſolution of thar which was at preſent doubtful. The 
King left it fo at that time, and Artitheus went no further in his Diſcourſe, 
becauſe though he ſaw a ſtrong Jealoufie kindled in the King's Breaſt, 
yet he was unwilling to blow it up into an open flame, fearing that for 
wait 
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w ant of ſufficient Fewel it would be extinguiſh'd without doing that mil- 
c' nief which he intended tothe Prince. Whereupon having enter'd into | 
c onſultation with © Dogmapornes his Friend, and one that loved not the * 2% 9pinion of 
] 2rince, they reſolved upon a new Device; and that was to write a Letter « 
{in Alerbion's Name, and direCt it to © Theoſeb7ws the Prince of * Theoprepia, of Ged.. | 


E—— 


7hoye, 
A Wor ſhipper 


whoſe matter ſhould be torm'd to advance the ſuſpicion of Azaxagathws, 5 {macs 


and put him upon ſome ſuch Aion which they might uſe for a fair latro- 
duction to their main Deſign. | 

* Alethion had not only made a common Amity with * Theoſebiws, but « 4 wy of 
contraQted ſuch an intimate Friendſhip with him, that they were no leſs EIS. Weg 
dear to each other then to themſclves; and both to teſtifie and preſerve of _ 
their Afﬀection, kept a conſtant Correſpondence. - It happen'd alſo that 
Alethion, during his (tay at Phrone/tnm, had entertain'd a great Aﬀection 
for the Princeſs * Agape, the Siſter of Theoſebins, The knowledg of theſe ; Carity, 
Accidents was but too ſubſervient to * Dogmzaporney, for he had a faculty For te wr £ 
of forming any CharaCters which he had ſeen before. In confidence of pinion: fir only 
this Art he undertook to imitate the Prince's hand ſo exaQtly, that he for - 
ſhould not be able to know 1t from his own. He had an Acquaintance « 2 Crafiy xu- 
with one call'd © Parurgus, who was well known to * Siopelns, Alethion's w_ | 
Secretary, Himthey order'd to viſit Sjopelus, and to watch an oppor- 4 pong 
tunity, when he found the Secretary engag'd in eartieſt buſineſs, to fix 
the Prince's Seal to the Letter, and then pretend that he found the Letter 
by chance, and pive it to Dogmapornes when he ſhould ſee him with the 
King, unto whom Dogmapornes was to preſent it, The words carried 
this ſenſe, 


Moſt 1Illuſtrious Prince T beoſebins, 


| THE Love which unites our hearts, hath made it impoſſible that 1 ſhould 


not be always Tours, The truth upon which our Friendſhip is founded, 
will not permit any Condition to make a diminution of our Aﬀettions. If it 
were not a Reſervedneſs unbecoming our Relation, I would not give you the 
trouble of knowing my preſent State, Tam affiited by my Father to gratifie 
his Enemies, who have wickedly brought him into an unjuit ſuſpicion of my 
L oyalty. It doth ſomething aitoniſh me to find my ſelf a Grief to him why 
Joges 1 would redeem with the loſs of whatſoever is dear #nto me. Although 1 
am more apprehenſive for his diſturbance, then for any miſchisf which it may 
polſzbly work to me ;, yet 1 am not ſo out of Charity with my Innocence, as to 
abandon it careleſly to undeſerved Rnine. TI kope I have diſcovered the 
Ground upon which my danger is built ; and when Iſhall have ſprung a Mint 
which 1 have lay'd under it, ] doubt not but that which now threatens m? 
will be torn up by the Roots, At preſent Ineed nothing but your Prayers, as 
occakon ſerves you ſhall hear further from, 


Your moſt affeionate and faithful Lover, 


*ALETHION. 1 4 Lover of 


Truth. 

The next day the King took ® Antithers into the Garden to talk with * 4 Atheiſt 
him concerning the former buſineſs, which was tiever out of his choughts, , 
and ask'd him if he had yet receiv'd any further notice of Alethion's De- 
ſ1gos No,replied Antithens,only they fay the Prince was much out of Hu: 
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mour yeſternight,refus'd to eat, and entertain'd ſome of his Aſſociates in 
private diſcourſe; and as he diſmiſs'd them,which was very late,one over- 
heard him ſay, 1wil, I will, for it is imtolerable for a Prince to beſonsd 1 
will rather die then be deſpis'd, The King turning haſtily about, advanc'd 
but a few fteps in the walk which led towards the Houſe, before he 


t 7%e opinion of aw ©< Dogmapornes with two more of his Confederates coming towards! 


4 Whore. 


him. Dogmapornes SONY by the Kivg's Countenance that he was' 
exceedingly incens'd, .craved his Majeſtic's pardon, alledging that he 
ſhould not have preſumed to have invaded his Privacy, but that his ſer» 


A t#rſhipper vant having found a Letter in the Street direCted to * Theoſebins the 


Prince of Theoprepia, he thought it was his duty to bring it tothe King, 


© 4 god King. © Anaxagathus oblerving it was fſeal'd with the Prince's Arms, was much 


troubled, eſpecially having open'd it he found it written with his hand, 
as he thought, and ſaw his Name ſubſcribed to it. When he had read it, 
ſuppoſing he underſtood what it meant by the Comments which he 
had receiv'd before hand, heſeem'd to be rapt into an aſtoniſhment, 
and after a while broke through his ſilence with Expreſſions which ſig- 
nified an infinite Anguiſh. His words were ſuch as theſe: 0 Lord / how 


feeble a thing is Humane Felicity £ That flattering Glaſs in which we pleaſing- 


ly view the beautiful Image of Happineſs may be made bright, but there is no 
Power which can ſecure it from breaking. Our Heights are but Precipices, we 
cannot ſtand upon their Tops without Fear, and the higher they are rair'd, the 
more irrecoverable is our Fall, How vain is the Truit which is repord in 
Mortal men, when the beſt Aſſurances of Humane Faith are only fairer Masks 
of Perfidiouſneſs ? O the fooliſh Boaits of proud Artiſts | How mean and uſe- 
if are thoſe Inventions for which they pretend to have merited Immortal 
thanks and Glory from Mankind, unto which they have, notwitbitanding 


' their Brags, domeſs little good, that they have left us nnprovided of Supplies 
for our greateſt Neceſſaties £ They can try Gold and Silver, and diſcover Coun- 


terfeir Jewels, and make a Judgment upon ſuch like Trifles, but they ate ipno- 
rant in that which ſhould reſolve our mors concerning Doubts, Which of them 
hath found out a Touch flone for Fidelity ? It is a poor Art which can neither 
make men good, nor teach us to know thoſe which are bad. For want of this 
Skill (and he ſpoke true, though with a wrong Application) we are apt to 
give Credit to thoſe which endeavonr to betray us, and many times doubt when 
we have thegreateſt reaſon, did we but know it, tobe aſſured. 

I do not now begin to be acquainted with that Mutability which domineer: 
3nthis lower World; but it aſtoniſheth ry ſoul to experiment new miſchief 


from ſuch an unexpeGed Initrument. Sure my Son doth think that God to 


be dead who made the Laws which injoyn Obedience to Children, and Loyal- 
#) to Subje@s, and imagines vainly that ſome Devil Reigns in his ſtead, who 
regards not ſuch things, But how can T believe Alethion to be ſo impions £ 
He hath acknowiedg'd a Divine Authority by his long Obedience. It maybe, 
for all that, ſome violent Storm of evil Imaginations hath overcome his Vir: 
tne. Who could have dream'd that any thoughts [o wickedly potent could 
find Harbour in the Minds of the now- Apoſiate Angels, as to make them fall © 
at once from their Allegiance and Heaven e As I amgriev d for thy fin, ſo 1 
pity thy folly, Alethion. Do$# thou impotently long fer a Crown £ Ah! thou 
doſt not know how oft my Head hath been wearied withit. Doſt thou think 
#t ſuch a glorious Pleaſure to govern others £ Alas ! Thou art Ignorant that 
the greateſt Prince is but a Royal Slave,and doth perpetually ſerve thoſe whon: 
he commands, and is conſtantly rewarded with Fears and Fealouſies ſo great, 
that no orivats per/on is capable of them. O poor Princes | Happy indeed if 
they eſtimate their eſtate by the opinion of others ; but when they judg by 4 

They 
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they foel, they cannot find it ſo. Crowns and Scepters, Purple Robes and all 
the other pompow Circumitances of Majet y are ever [6 much greater then the 
Subſtance, that Kings find themſelves Men ſtill, and that notwithſtanding all 
thoſe bright Glories which make their Ont-ſtde ſhine to the aazling of the Behol- 
ders Eyes, it doth often lowre and rain within. Ignorant people would ſoon ſee 
that they bave little cauſe to grudge their Obedience, if they did but know what 
it is to endure the troubleſome Care of Princes. | | 
Here * Anaxagathus changing his Tone, delivered words with a more * 4 good King. 
affionate Air, and added, But all this I could bear, being but a common Lot * 4 Lover of 
incident to all Princely Fortunes : but that my Son, but that * Alethion ſhould aha 
endeavour to aſcend the Throne by my Fall,it 1s intollerable. If wickedneſs grow 
according to this proportion, it will be impoſſuble that the world ſhould ſubſet. 
God muſt provide ſome other Earth, and tranſport good men thither , for this 
will beſo over«ſpread with Violence, that they will not be able to find any quiet 
Habitation in it. | : 
When © Antitheus perceiv'd that the King had made a Pauſe, know. « 1, ain; ' 
ing that it was his time to ſtrike whilſt the Iron was ſo hot, he prayed the 
King to retire to his own Prudence, and rather wiſely to thick what he 
ought to do himſelf for the defence of his Intereſt, then to complain fo 
paſſionately of what was delign'd againſ it by others, and ſeaſonably 
toſtop that which was ill begun from taking any further Effet, What 
then ſhould I do ? ſaid Araxagathns, You may (replied Artithens) im: 
mediately ſecure Alethion in one of your Caſtles remote from the City, 
by which means you will diſcourage his Accomplices, and gain time 
without danger to ſearch to the bottom of his Deſign, The King ap- 
> proved his Advice, and gave charge to « Dogmapornes to carry Alethi- a 11, opinion of 
on to the Caſtle which was under his Command. Dogmapornes not a «Wore 
little glad that their Plot had taken ſo far, made haſte, and with a ſelect 
Guard of his friends march'd preſently to the Prince's Palace, and ha- 
ving ſecured the Avenues of the Houſe, went in to deliver his Meſſage, 
with a countenance which did more become ſome friend who reſented 
the Prince's Condition, then him that was the principal cauſe of his Aﬀfi- 
Gion. When he had cold the Prince that it was the Kiog's pleaſure that 
he ſhould prepare himſelf to goto that Caſtle whereof he call'd himſelf 
at that time the unhappy Governour 3 the Prince being of a Magnani- 
mous Temper, and taught by Prudence to receive without Amazement 
the moſt unexpefted Events, ask'd Dogmapornes what time was allow'd 
for preparation. You mult be gone preſently, anſwered Dogmapornes, 
But may | not ſee my Father firſt? ſaid the Prince. No, replied Dog- 
mapornes, the King is much incens'd, and charg'd me uponmy Life to ſee 
his Command anſwer'd with preſent Obedience. I will perform it by 
God's help, ſaid the Prince 3 for how much ſoever he is miſtaken in the 
Cauſe of his Anger, I will embrace the Effects of it with Patience; add- 
ing, But, Dogmapornes, do you not gueſs the occaſion of this ſudden 
Order ? No, ſaid Dogmapornes z for being haſtily ſent upon this unac- 
ceptable Errand, Ionly heard fome of thoſe which ſtood by talk of a 
Letter, which being intercepted reveal'd ſomething of a Deſign againſt 
the King, in which I ſuppoſe that they imagined that-you are intereſs'ds 
Though the Prince could not divine what they meant by the Letter, yet 
he ſaw plainly that ſome had abus'd the King, and did endeavourt o 
ruine himſelf ;z whereupon his thoughts concerning this Aﬀair gave them- 
ſelves breath in theſe words : Proud Error ! Will no other lodging ſerve thee 
but the Breaſts of King? Is it not Vitory enough to abuſe all the inferior World 
with miſtakesunleſs thou doſt alſo ſhew the malicious power of Triumphant Lies 
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in the Ruine of Innocent Princes £ How hard is it for Kings not to be deceived 

who are forc'd to ſee with other mens Eyes, or to uſe ſuch colour d Speftacles as 

they are pleas d to provide for them, who never meant that they ſhould have a 

true fight of things £ Modeſt Truth, which is always Generous, and had ra- 

ther be baniſh'd then intrude where ſhe is ſure not to be welcome. doth ſo rarely 

appear in Courts, that Princes are fain 10 diſyniſe themſelves ſometime: to get 

into her Company. Flatterers are (0 unhappily cunning, that they can make 
Falſhoods paſs currently for Truth, and repreſent Truth ſo diſadvantageouſly 

that it is disbeliev'd, and make honeſt men diſ-favoured as the Prince's Ene» 

wvies, It were happy for my Father, if thoſe which attend his Perſon lov'd his 

Intereſt : but I am afraid he is inviron'd with Sycophants, and that thoſe 
which wiſh him well dare not ave him from the prejudice of Miſinformation, 

left they looſe themſelves in the plauſibility of Falſhood. 

1 have great reaſon to be ſorry for my Father's Misfortunes : Though mine 
own Affliction be great, T ſhould eaſily ſlight it, if 1 did not foreſee that my 
Ruine is made a Prelude t6.his DeſtruGion, O ſubtile Malice ! Diſt thou take 
away the Son @ a Traitor, who is the only Bulwark which my Father hath left 
againſt treaſonable Attempts © Is it poſſible my Father ſhould think me [o foo- 
liſhly wicked as to endeavour to fieal that which would be my own after a 
ſhort time; and which I had rather want for ever, then blait the Glory of a 
lawful poſſeſſzon by uſing the leaſt indire@ means to attain it £ Ir Anaxaga- 
thus grown ſo ſtrangely credulons, that a Counterfeit Letter is a better Teftimo- 
ny then ſo many years Experience £ Did not Phadra write an Epiſtle againi# 
Hyppolitus, awd ther bang her ſelf £ but did that make him guilty of any ſin 
againit his Father Theſeus ? = 

But it is to no purpoſe to make Apologies, when the Judge will give no Audi- 
ence, 1 could heartily with that my Father may in ſome reaſonable time be ſofar 
diſabus'd, as not to love Virtue leſs for my ſake, nor fr me for falſe Reports. 


' But Tam afraid if this black cloud, which appears now over my Head, will ere 


long diſcharge a itorm upon our Family. It is t00 plain a ſymptom that a King- 
dom is not far from Deſtru@ion,when the Methods of its ſafety are confounded 
with perverſe Connſels. This fatal Imprudence doth too commonly attend thoſe 
who are deſtin'd to Ruine ; when adverſe Fortune hath begun to affli& thern, 
they uſe contrary Medicines, or delay to apply fit Remedies to their Diftempers 
till they be grown incurable. | 

The Prince haviog fioiſh'd this ſhort Refleion, told Dogmapornes that 
he was ready to goalong with him, Dogwapornes condutted him a pri- 
vate way through the Grove which adjoyn'd to the Princes Palace, for 
fear of tumults, However he could not carry the matter fo privately, 
but that the City and Army had notice of it, Moſt of them retainiog 
their former Good-will to the Prince, were ready to make an JoſurreQi- 
on for his Deliverance, faying asthey went up and down that the Prince 
was betray'd, Thoſe which were of Antithews his party oppos'd them, 
and ask'd them if they would rebel : adding, that nothing was done 
to * Alethion but by the King's order, Hereupon * Miſopſendes, a prudent 
Senator, and one of the Prince's friends, fearing that the Mutiny of the 
Army would turn to Alethion's prejudice, told them, that as there was 
no doubt of the Prince's Innocence, ſo he made no queſtion but that he 
would be ſpeedily freed from his Impriſonment ; and, to quiet this Hu- 
mour, he added, that nothing could more confirm the ſuſpicion which 
was already entertain'd concerning the Prince's guilt, then in a Rebelli- 
ous way to attempt his Vindication. . Having thus appeaſed the vio- 
lence of the ſtorm, he returned to the King to intercede for the Prince, 
When he was come to the Court, he found them all ſurpriz'd with an un- 
couth 
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couth Accident : for an old Servant of the King's, who had ever a moſt 
paſſionate affeQtion for the Prince,having for a long time kept his bed by 
reaſon of a dead Palſey, being told by the Boy that attended him that A: 
lethion was (ent to Priſon,the old man amaz'd into a kind of recovery (tar- 
ted up,and by the help of his boy having got out of his Bed,and put on a 
Night-gown, and ſupporting his feeble Body with a pair of Crutches, 
went out of his Chamber,crying, Oh my dear Malter / my dear Maſter ! 
When he came to the King's Preſence, he cryed out, O my Lord, do not 
believe any Reports againſt the Prince, If there were never ſo many 
Letters and Hands and Seals, Alethion is Innocent : and the Tears run- 
ning down his cheeks, he added, Sir, you are abus'd, you are abus'd, 
The King, vex'd with this unexpected Accident,commanded his ſervants 
to take away that Impertinent Fellow, There 1s no need of that, (aid the 
Paralitick, I will be gone of my own accord : grant me your Pardon for 
this offence, for I will never trouble you more : but let me tell you that 
you will repent of the Prince's Impriſonment. When he had ſaid this he 
returned to his bed, and died immediately, The King latd nothing : but 
thoſe which ſtood by perceived that he was extremely troubled, and, as 
they gueſs'd, look'd upon this interpoſition as an 1!] Omen; for it was 
known that the old man for many moneths was not able to {tir1n his bed 
but as he was moved by others, 

* Miſopſendes, * Philalethes, and ſome other of the Prince's Friends,took « , yaw of 
an occafion trom this Accident to ſpeak io Aſethion's behalt, and defired #alſbocd. 
him not to make any peremptory concluſion in his mind concerning the ,,7, 1%" Y 
Prince's Diſloyalty : adding, that though Letters were found, yet poſh- 
bly the-Prionce might not write them 3 meantioniog allo the great Grief 
which the King's Subjedts had conceived for the Prince's Reſtraint 3 and 
ended with intreaties which they made to the King to give his Son leave 
to come to him, that ſo he might have ao opportunity to clear himſelt 
from his Accuſations. What? replied the King, do not I know my Son's 
Hand and Seal? Shall I not believe my own Eyes? Shall I not truſt my 
own Judgment, when | ſee {o-much cauſe to doubt the fidelity of ſuch as 
have the leaſt reaſon in the world to be unfaithful 2 Do you tell me of the 
peoples Aﬀettions ? then it ſeems my Son hath engaged them againſt me; 
but | will take care that he ſhall not head their Rebellion. © Anaxagathus * A good ting, 
was ſo far from accepting their Mediation, that ſuſpeCting they were con- 
ſcious of ſome Deſizn, he commanded them to be arrelted and commit- 
ted priſoners to their lodgings inthe City;but by the advice of © Antithe: © 4n 4th, 
xs, who feared they might cauſe ſome diſturbance, he ſent them into the 
Country, and confin'd them to their Houſes, charging them not to return 
to Court without leave upon pain of Death. 

Within four days © Dogmapornes came back, having ſecured the Prince * 7h opinion'of 
under the Cuſtody of f Apronezs his Licutenant. The next morning after * #** 


. . . X s c tf One who de- 
his Return one of his Souldiers brought news that the Prince,jmpatient of ies God's Pre- 


his Priſon, had diſmiſs'd himſelf from that and his Life both at once, by 
throwing himſelf from the top of a high Tower 1oto the River which ran - 

by the Caſtle. This Report was brought according to an agreement made 
between Antithews and Dogmapornes,tor they durſt not immediately mur- 

der the Prince, feariog the King's mind might change. Though the news 

was falſe,they looked upon it as ſerviceable to their Purpoſe, which was, 

as ſoon as they could, to deſtroy the King 3 and having done thatzto uſe 

this report 2s a-fair colour for that which they meant to do next. For they 
reſolved then privately to do that themſelves which they now atftirmed 


the Priace to have done, and fo make one Sin a Diſguiſe for another. 
| When 


\ 
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When this news came to the King's Ears, it 1s ealie to 1mMapiiie wha: 
grief it convey d to his already-diſtreſſed Heart ; but the affiiftivo wa: 
iofinitely encreas'd by an Accident which happened an hour or two be- 
fore the Meſlenger came : For Sagax the Captain of the Prince's Guard, 
deeply reſenting his Maſter's Condition, negleCted no diligence in en- 
deavouring of his Deliverance ; and knowing that the Letter alledg'd as 
his Crime was a Forgery, he thought he could not take a better courſe 
then to employ his pains in the diſcovery of him that contriv'd this En: 
gine, Whilſt he was adviſing with his thoughts how he might accom: 
pliſh this, one that was an under-Clerk to the Prince's Secretary came to 
him,and exprefling the ſame affeCtion which Sagax had for their common 


1 4 Crafty ra. Maſter, he told him that he believed one * Panurgns had a hand in the 


framing of this Letter, and that he ſaw him one day, when the Secretary 
was in earneſt diſcourſe with ſome Gentlemen which came to him from 


\ . the King, put the Princes Seal to a Letter; and when he ask'd Panurgus 


what he did, he replied, that he only feal'd a Commmiſhon, which the 
Secretary had defired him to do, becauſe it requir'd haſte. The Captaia 
of the Guard having heard this ſtory, ask'd him if he would depoſe what 


he had ſaid, before the King, Yes, ſaid he, with all my heart. When the 
King heard this, he ſent for Panurgus, and cauſed him to be examin'd be. 


, fore him; and being ask'd what the Commiſſion was which he ſealed at 


the Secretaries deſire, he denied that ever he ſealed any : The Secretaries 
Clerk atteſted that he did, and offer'd his Oath to confirm the truth of 
what he ſaid. The King's Anger beginning to relent towards® Aletbion 
he commanded Panwrgus to be rackd. When he had felt ſome ſharp 
Torment, he confeſs'd the Truth. Being ask'd who employ'd him 1n that 
wicked enterprize, he anſwered, he undertook it for ſuch Reaſons as 
pleaſed him: adding, that fince he had acknowledged his own fault, 


they might give him what puniſhment they thought good ; but that he 


was reſolved to ſuffer without endangering others. The Kiog having 


- notice of his words, promiſed him Pardon if he would difcover thoſe 


which had encourg'd him to this wickedneſs. He anſwered deſperate- 
ly, that he defired not to be pardoned for that which he had done, and 
was ſo far from repenting of ir, that if it were needful he would endea- 
vour to do it again, Whilſt they encreaſed the pains of the Rackyit hap- 

pened that an Impoſthume broke in his ſtomach and choak'd him. 
The King underſtandiog by this means that the Prince was abus'd, 
though he knew not particularly his chief enemies, was ſo confounded 
with the miſerable efte& which his Credulicy had produc'd, that he took 
all the blame to himſelf, accuſed himſelt of Folly and Injuſtice,abandon'd 
himſelf to diſconſolateneſs, and not being able to contain the intollerable 
anguith of his Mind, he gave breath to his Paſſions in theſe v-ords:1t is now 
time for me to dye,ſince 1have ſlain my Son that I may hide thr ſhame of my un: 
Juſt Wrath in the darkGrave.Ihave deſtroyed my Son,my Self myF amily.Thave 
killedAlethion, becauſe he was accuſed.O accurſedFealouſte!0 unreaſonable Suſ- 
picion; He was charged with ſon but did that make him GuiltyeThe Letter ſeem- 
ed to be his hand,but 1 was not ſure it was the [ame.Did Ithink( 0 weakneſs of 
my thoughts!)that this was the firſt Seal which was Connterſeited? Alas!alas ! 
Conld I not have ſeen him? ought 1 not to have heard him? If 1 had convinced 
hine of wickedneſs would not his Repentance have given me ſatisfattione lf be 
Þad aſſured me of his Innocence, would it not have ſaved us both * Had 1 not 
read the Hiitory of Hippolytus ? Did I not pitty the misfortune of Hermine- 
gildus,and deplore the unhappy death of Muſtapha?Did I notubſerve how their 
over:credulous Fathers crnely deſtroyed their innocent Children.& with then 
| cut 


Book V. | BÞentiv9oito and Uranta, AT 


cut off the Succtſſron of their Families © I had reaſon to have ſuſpeFed the Ad- 
vice by which Tam now undone:it was too violent for the Matter, the Perſon 
which gave it was young, and might poſſibly lay the Foundation of bis own 
wicked Hopes in my Son's Ruine, Had IT not heard how Falſhood among her 
other Tricks had ſtollen the Mantle of Truth, and ever ſence performed all her 
rriſchievous Stratagems diſguisr'd in that Habit? Doth not Cunning crook, it 
ſelf to inſinuate pleaſirg harm? The Councel which cur Enemies know we will 
like, is only fram'd to promote their Ends which made it acc:ptable, But we 
can remember nothing to dire@ us when we are in Paſſuon ! O my dear Alethi- 
on ! My folly is the Precipice from whence thou art thrown , My Jealouſie the 
River in which thou art drown'd,Then the Tears trickled down his cheeks, 
and his ſighs ſtopt his ſpeech : after a while he proceeded thus : Forgive 
me, ſpotieſ; ſoul. But why do T ak, ſorgivene/s who have made my ſin unpar- 
donable by deſtroying him that ſhould have forgiven me? It is all one, for I 
ſhould never ceaſe to torment my ſelf till my Death, if he which would forgive 
me, were yet alive. 

With many more ſuch Expreſſions did the miſerable ® Anaxagathns Ja- * 4 goed King, 
ment his Loſs, and having retired from all Company, took his bed, and 
with ic a Fever, which being encreaſed with his extreme Griet and neg- 
left of all Remedies, brought him to that Death, which he now paſſtv- 
nately defired, the next day 3 whereupon the wicked * Antithens lent * 4» 4thria. 
* Dogmapornes to his Caſtle,to verifie their falſe news in the death which | 92 
betore was but filtitioutly ſuffered by Alethion. 

Thusfaid * Amyntor,have I given you a ſhortRelation of the ſad ſtate * 4 Helper. 
of © Therjagene. 1 cannot inform you turther, having not receiv'd any In- z,*4,"*" 
telligence trom my friend concerning that which hath happen'd fiace. The | 
Company thanked 4myntor-for the diverſion which they received by his 
ſtory, all pitying the unfortunate condition of Araxagathns and Alethior. 

But Bertive/io found a generous delire to ariſe in his Soul, and longed pal- 
ſionately to ſee Theriagene,not only out of Curiolity to know what ſtrange 
Event attended ſuch dreadful Beginnings, but, if it were poſhble,to re- 
lieve the Prince's friends, iſopſendes & * Philalethes,whom he underſtood * mater of 
to be priſoners, and rationally gueſled that ſome worſe Sentence did await F*/too: | 
them,whoſe execution he hoped to prevent. He acquainted the Company 3,4. Y 
with his defire,promiſing to return 1o a ſhort time. Amyntor declared that 
he had entertain'd the ſame Reſolution, eſpecially becauſe he thought 
himſelf oblig'd to viſit his friend A4ſopſendes, from whom he had received 
many kindneſles, and whoſe vertues had fixt ſuch a deep Eſtimation of 
him in his heart,that neicher any leogth of time nor the moſt adverſe Ac- 
cidents of life were able to wear Rt out 3 and therefore asked Bertivolio's 
leave to attend him, The Ladies were unwilling to deprive themſelves of 
ſuch Friends by giving them leave to depart out of their Company; yet 
conſidering the nobleneſs of the Deſign and the ſhortneſs of the Journey, 
they gave a mixt kind of Aſſent:only Urania would not diſmiſs *Pararetas, a 41! virtuous. 
and the two Siſtepaprevail'd with * Sympathus toſtay with them. They »g,, wv, 
were both the mgSre contented, becaule Berrtivolio aflured them that if oc- compa/onare; 
caſion offer'd it ſelf,they ſhould hear from him,and if any thing happen'd ©" 
which was worthy of their preſegce or needed their Affiſtance,he would 
ſend for them, He took © Nishomachus alſo with him, to the end that if he © 4comguereur 
could not return ſo ſoon as he expeCted, he might make uſe of him,to let ”» 72% 
Panaretus and Urania underſtand the ſtate of his Aﬀairs. The vight after 
they took their leave,they came iuto the Borders of* Theriagene. I be next 4 Degenerars 
morning, haviog travelled fo long that the Sun had almoſt furniſh d half 5#a# 
his dayes work, they withdrew from the Road into a Wood, Intendiog 
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to repoſe themſelves a while in the cool ſhade; and following a path 
which led into the Thicket, whilſt they ſought a place fit for their Retire: 
ment, a broad open Field diſcovered it ſelf, and preſented a fight which 
they expeCed not in that place, They ſaw two men'lying dead upon the 
ground, and a Gentleman endeavouring to catch his Horſe, What this 
meant they could not divine, but perceived the Gentleman ſomething 
ſtartled at their approach. Not knowing their faces,8 doubting that they 
came not to his Relief ina place where he had found miſchief deſign'd a- 
gainſt him,he ſtood upon his Guard, ſuppoſing that they attended to per- 
fe&t what was unſucceſsfully begun. Bertivolio and his Companions know- 
iog that it was Prudence not to determine concerning avy thing till they 
well underſtood it, much leſs to thiok of inflicting Puniſhment when they 
were not ſure any Wrong was done,and remembring that it is a duty ne- 
ver unſeaſonable to be courteous, they catch'd the Horſe, and delivered 
him to the Gentleman ; who though he perceiv d a Doubtfulneſs in their 
Countenances, yet finding their Actions civil,and judging by their Garb 
that they were Strangers, he began to hope that ſome other buſſheſs 
brought them to that place,and that they had not any purpoſe to aſſiſt his 
Hurt; and thereupon with more confidence he began to ſpeak to them, 
allowing them the Liberty of Silence,which at that time was a Courtefie, 
for they knew not very well what to ſay. Gentlemen, faid he, know no- 
thing of you but that I am beholden to you; and though poſlibly I may 
have given you ſome occalion to think diſhonourably of me.fince you find 
me incompaſs'd with ſuch dubious Circumſtances : yet if you have heard 

Degenerate of the Tragical ſtate of * Theriagene, you will the leſs wonder at this en- 

Brafts. counter: and if you will have the goodneſs to underſtand this little Scene 
which was juſt now ated, you will be fo far from loading my Misfortunes, 
which are already heavy enough, with your ſevere Cenſure,that you will 
rather ſupport me, who am forc'd to bear them, with your charitable Pity, 
Bentivolio replied:It becomes us to think well of all menytil] we know we 
have cauſe not to do ſo: we are Strangers 1n this Country, but we have 
heard ſo much of your perplex'd eſtate, that it hath rais'd a great Com- 
paſſion in our ſouls. That which hath been cold us is ſo extraordinary,that 
we have taken a Journey,both to aſſure our ſelves concerning the verity 
of the Report, and to underſtand what hath happer'd ſince our firſt In- 
telligence, Particularly we have with a ſincere Good-will deſign'd the 

'Loveref Reſcue of two Noble perſons * Philalethes and * AMiſopſendes ; of which 

» 4 Harry of WE make no great doubt, if God be propitious to our endeavours. 

Falſbood, The unknown Gentleman obſerving eminent Marks of Vertue in 
Bentivolio's Countenance, and being greatly taken with the Nobleneſs 
which he had expreſsd, pull'd off his Helmet, and ſaid, Generous Stran- 
gers, | am Philalethes the Brother of AMiſopſendes whom you have fo 
civilly mention'd ; I am confin'd to my Houſe, which is not far off, 
by the Uſurper Artithens: 1 hope you will honour me ſo much as to go 
home with me, though when you come there, ſhall be forc'd to crave 
your pardon if my preſent Condition will not allow you that Welcome 
in this Country which perſons of your Worth deſerve every where. 

* 4% Helper. Whilſt he ſaid theſe words, he took notice of ſuch Airs iv * Amyntor's 
face as he had formerly well known, and added, It my eyes and Me- 
mory do not fail of their duty, you are Amyntor. Which he acknowled go 

* Aloverof ing, * Philalethes embrac'd him with a paſſionate kindneſs , and min- 

mw. pling his ſalutation with tears, ſaid Amyrtor,we did not ule to meet after 
this manner at my Brother's houſe; but ſince you have. heard of our 
Afflictions, you cannot wonder at what you fee. No, no, Philalether, 


replied 
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replied Amyntor,l ath not ignorant of your Afﬀairs; and though I did not 
expett this ſtrange encounter : yet I eſteem my ſelf happy to have met ſo 
ſoon my friend's Brother, whom [ ſhall never ceaſe to lovein deſpight of 
the greateſt Misfortunes which often befall, but never leſſen, the Beſt 
men, But that you may know,dear Phjlalethes, how happy weare in our 
Miſery, (1 ſay ours,for my friends is my own) know that we have in out 
Company Bertivolio,whom I cat commegd unto you by no better words 
theo by ſayiog it is He, 
Philalethes (truck with a glad horrour,expres'd the ſenſe of his Mind 
with all ſymptoms of a pleaſant Extaſie,in theſe words: Good God ! How 
ſhort are thoſe meaſures by which we limit thy Power and Goodneſs? we 
repreſent nothing ſo lively to our ſelves as Aﬀfiictions; and when we have 
ſome ſmall occaſion to doubt, make it a reaſon of Deſpair, forgetting 
that extreme Miſery is the ovly thing which makes thy help ſeaſonable. 
O Lord, for whom ſhall I give thanks to thee firſt? for the poor Prince 
* Alethion, or my ſelf? I will do it for both. For my ſelf, becauſe thou © 4 Zeus of 
haſt given me leave to ſee a Perſon whoſe Vertues all the world doth 7**: 
juftly admire; but chiefly for the Prince, becauſe now I make no doubt 
of his Reſtauration, fince God hath ſent ſuch a worthy Perſon to under- 
take it; Bertivolio altoniſh'd to hear Philalethes talk of the Prince's Re- 
ſtauration, ſaid, turning to Amy#tor, Sure this Gentlemaii thinks that I 
am able to raiſe him from the dead. No, Bentivolio, replied Philalether, 
| there is no need of that; for, God be thanked, the Prince is yet alive : 
I meant what I ſaid, only of his Kingdom, Sure then, ſaid Amyntor, God 
hath ſeot us hither to amuſe us : but fince we are only intangled in the 
Labyrinths of Divine Providence,l doubt not but be which hath brought 
us in, will lead us out by ſome happy clue. To the mean while, Philalether, 
pray give us leave toreſt our ſelves under this Oak, for we are weary 
with Travel, and you will dous a great favour if you let us kaow what 
made you come hither, who thoſe are whom we ſuppoſe you have kill'd, 
and whatis become of the Prince Alethion. You ſhall quickly underſtand 
theſe thiogs,anſwer'd Philalethes,who havipg ſaluted * Nicomachns, ſate * Onewhocon- 
down by Bentivolio, Thoſe fellows were Brothers to a Villain nam'd p7owe "a 
: Parugus, who pretended to havetaken up a forg'd Letter, for which zlow.  * 
the Prince was impriſon'd; and either to revenge their Brothers death, 
for he died upon the Rack, to gratifie * Antitheus, or out of hatred to * 4 arlvis; 
my perſon as a Lover of Alethion, they came hither to hope to have 
murther'd me. They laid their deſign thus. One of my Brother's Servants 
(for what cauſe I cannot tell) remain'd in the City,and thoſe Aſſaſſinates 
taking notice of it corrupted him,l ſuppoſe, with Money, to come to my 
houſe yeſternight, to tell me that two of my Brother's friends would be 
in this place to day about the time when I farſt ſaw you, to impart ſome 
Secrets to me which did highly concern us both, and therefore did ear. 
neſtly defire me to give them a meeting. I knowing that the Meſſenger 
was my Brother's ſervant, and that thoſe whom he nam'd were his moſt 
true friends, ſuppoſing that he brought no Letters becauſe it was not fafe 
to write,believed him,and came, but not without Arms, of which 1 ſoon 
found the vecefiity.As I allighted from my Horſe, they made towards me 
with Swords,which they had hid under their Coats,and gave me a wound 
for a Salutation. Turning upon them for my defence,l had the good for- 
tune to kill one of them and wound the other ; which when perceiv'd,l 
deſired him to deſiſt,and let me know for what Injury which they had re- 
ceiv'd from me, they ſought reparation by thishigheſt ſort of Revenge; 
But his Malice had made him ſo greedy of my Death, that by (ilence and 
G 2 
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continuing to fight, I aw that if he could nor kill me, he would live no 
longer.Nay then,ſaid I, you ſhall be pleay'd;and as you came,ſo you ſhall 


go together. With a very few blows I ſent him after his fellow-Marthe- 


rer. But as theſe Villains haye ſuffered wore puniſhment for their wicked 
attempt then I defired to have inflicted upon them, If ic had pleas'd God 
otherwiſe to have delivered me from their Malice; ſo I think my (elf well 


 appay'*d for the hazard I have run, and nothing diſappointed of my Ex- 


* 4 Lover of 
TuMh, 


peQation,ſince the Meſſage is verified in a ſence which they never inten- 
ded by this fortunate Encounter, Now let me entreat you to go along 
with me, and when we come to my Houſe I will tell you the ſtory of the 
Prince, and deſire your advice concerviog the courſe which we are to 
take; for it is a perplexed ſeaſon. Bextivolio, whoſe Prudence was alwayes 
awake,ſtapping * Philaletbes,ſaid,Sir, we are {trangers,and do not know 
what Conſtrutions may be made upon any Accident happening at our 
Arrival in ſuch a JunQure of time : therefore if you pleaſe, our feryants 
ſhall throw thoſe wretched Carkaſes into that old Cole-pir, leſt ſome Fo- 


 reſters finding the dead Bodies, give notice to the Countrey, which will 


make a general Alarm, and it way be trouble us all with an impertinenc 
Hue-and-Cry. Philalethes approv'd the Councel, and as ſoon as they had 
put it in Execution, they betook themſelves to their Horſes. When they 
came to his houſe, Bentivolio told Philalethes, that the firſt expreſſion of 
his Regard to them ſhould be to ſearch his own wounds. Upon the firſt 
inſpe&iao he found them not dangerous,and having quickly dreſs'd them 
his Lady entertain'd her unexpeted Gueſts with a ſhort Collation; yet 


they thought it long, becauſe it was ſome hinderance tothe accompliſh- 
- ment of Philalethes his promiſe to tell them what was become ofthe 


* 4 good King. 


* &u Atheiſt. 


Priace:which when the cloath was taken away he fulfilled after this man- 
ner. I underſtaod by the diſcourſe which we had in the Wood, that you 
haveheard of the death of * 4#ax2gathxs, who broke his heart with the 
Gricf which ſciz d upon him when he heard the news of his Son's Death, 
of which be would never be convinc'd but that himſelf was the princi- 
pal Author, The day after Anaxagathus was dead, * Antitheu:, the Vene- 


# the opinzioes of Mous Root upon which our Calamity grows, ſent * Dogmapornes, one of 
fo 


his Confederates,to the Caſtle where the Prince was impriſon'd, with or- 


_ der to kill him privately,and throw him over the Rock, that ſo his Body 


> thetime which the Meſſepger requird forhis Journey to briog it, ſent 


being afterward taken out of the River, might make good the Report 
which they bad ſpread abroad before concerning the manner of his 
Death, which by that means they foretold much after the Cuſtom of Evil 
Spirits which give latelligence before-hand to Witches and other their 
Correſpondents of ſuch miſchiefs as they reſolve to do. 

When Dogwapornes was gone, Antitheus and the reſt of his Accomplices 
began to deliberate what was next to be done for the fetliog of the King- 
dom. They deterwin'd preſently to proclaim Antithexr King,as being ap- 
parently the next Heir to the Crown , and commanded upon pain of 
Death, that none but the Souldiers of his own Guard ſhould appear in 
Arms, nor that the Citizens ſhould meet in any Aſſembly upon pain of 
Treaſon, and ſecured ſuch as they koew to be Alethion's friends, This I 
learo'd from one of my ſervants, which eſcap'd out of the City by night. 
Dogmapornes made all poſſible haſte to his Caſtle,to execute the wicked 
Commandment of Aztitheas, and kill'd ſome horſes by the way;but when 
he came there he found himſelf utterly diſappointed, for the Prince was 
gone the day before, How it cameto paſsI will acquaint you, formy 
Brother not being able to conceal from me ſuch happy news longer then 


One 
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Oneof his Friends to me. who was able to inform me perf&ly, for he oY 41 | | a 
waited upon.the Prince during all the time of his laprifoument, heard 14s 


s 


his Diſcourſes, and knew the manner of his Eſcape, You muſt under: © 1; WIA 

- ſtand that the Prince was chicfly intruſted to the Cuſtedy of two Per- | {WR 

ſons, * Apronevs, who was Licutenant of the Caſtle, and * Diaporox who * One who le- 4 

COM eda Troop of Horſe under © Dogmapernes. Diaporon attended 3 0m {i | 
: 


CORY h 1 dence. 
continually upon the Prince, Apronenxs came only ſometimes to ſee that * ove who 


he wag in ſatety. Diaporon was of a nature very averſe to Malice, and 3g "FIN 1! S00Þ 
though he had not the greateſt parts,ovor could make a, perfe& judgment , Ns. 1, MWELE 
of things by his owu Ability ; yet his temper was not impregoably for- 
tified agaioſt good Reaſon, As he had atthe ficſt oo diſaffeted reſent- 
ments of the Prince's Perſon, for he had never diſobliged him ; foin a 
ſhort time he fell into a great Admiration of his Vertues : and perceiving 
him not- to be afflited with what he ſuffered, he concluded in himſelf 
that the Prince had no Demerits upon which Puniſhment could take 
hold. He ſaw a ſmooth Serenity io his Looks, a great Contentedneſs in 
his Speeches, and undiſturb'd Equality in all bis Converſation. He heard 
him often aſſert his own Tanocence, but without any other Expreſſions 
except of pity for his abusd Father, The affeCtion which this Deport- 
ment produc'd in Digporow's breaſt, poſſibly augmented with ſome ſur- . W110; 
miſes of unworthy Contrivances agaioſt the Prince, in a ſhort time grew ' [98 
ſo (trog, that it made him heartily wiſh that he might be ſo happy asto x Bl! 
work his Deliverance, | FF 
As he was muſing one day how he might accompliſh ſuch a hard At- | 
tempt,he thought it was beſt to communicate; his Mind to Apronews, for %\Y 
that he thought it neceſſary to the Prince's Eſcape that 4proneus ſhould 
a{liſt him,or at leaſt connive at the Defign. Though he was ſomething im- 
bolden'd to reveal this ſecret to Aprozevs, by that intimate Friendſhip 
which a long Acquaiatance had contraed between them, yet he fougd 
the matter of that Importance,that he could not refolve preſently what RIE340 
to do;both being doubtful how Apronexs would reſent fuch a high pro- * {W501 
poſal, and alſo being well aſſured that if he did diſguſt it, he ſhould nor Wa gs 
only ruine himſelf,bur utterly undoe all further hopes of the Prince's De- RON M1 
liverauce : aud thereupon reſoly'd to do what was poflible in his ſingle 
endeavour,& choſe rather to take any courſe for the Prince's reſcue,then 
to leave him to that danger which was unavoidable in the place where he 
was. Whilſt he was floating upon theſe Deliberations,* Aprondnr came to + oye who te- 
vilit him, and perceiving iu his Countenance ſymptoms of diſcompoſed »is Previ- 
Thoughts.(for he came upon him ſo ſuddenly,that he could not wipe out ©" 
the PiCture of his Mind which his Paflion had drawn upon his Face, ) he - 
demanded the cauſe of his Melanchely. Nothipg troubles me, replyed 
® Diaporom, only I preſented to my felf the varions Accidents of humane + g,. «6; 
Life:& as I was attentive upon my Imagioation,the unhappy ſtate of otr 49x61. 
youpg Prince appear'd before me with ſtrange wixtureszand I could not 
but wiſh that either a Perſoo of ſuch a brave Spirit had not Rain'd his Ia: 
nocence with any unhandſome Deſigns, or that ſo great a Yertue were 
not unworthily clouded : And I began to wonder how Vice of late was 
grown ſo ſtrong that it could endure to be puniſh/d, or why Yertue ſhould 
be ſo weak that it is not able to ſhine through the plauſibility of falſe Ac- 
cuſation. Away, Diaporon,faid Apronexs, with theſe Philoſophical follies. 
Thou art alwayes troubling thy head with Religious Dreams. To 
what purpoſe doſt thou believe that vain Diſtin&ion of Vertue and 
Vice, and meditate upon thoſe uſeleſs notions of Reward and Puniſh- 
ment £ Doſt thou not ſee how theſe DoEtrines are confuted by the 


Practice 
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Practice of all the world ? Men ſeck Happineſs by other Methods,and 
negle& theſe Rules both as ungertain as unpraQticable, We have often 
heard our Govetnour ſay that there is no God,or,ifthere be, that he doth 
not trouble himſelf with the Afﬀairs of this lower World;whether he doth 
or no, I do not much care,but I thiok it is true enough, becauſe T ſee into 
what a miſerable eſtate this Prince is brought,who was a known preten- 
der to the Love of God, and a great patron of his devout Worſhippers, 
Here Djaporon interrupting his friend, replied, God forgive you this irre- 
verent diſcourſe, Apromenr; will you never leave this Impious humour?l 
know yon ſuppoſe that you have ſufficient Reaſon for your belief; I thiok 
you have not. You are now going to vilit the Princez when we are with 
him,l will by ſome means or other give you occaſion to diſcourſe theſe 
Opinions, for he doth not only abhor them as prejudicial to the ſtate of 
Maokind in' their fatal Conſequences, but laughs at them as pieces of ir- 
rational wickedneſs in their monſtrous Conſtitution. I am no great lover 
* 0ue who d6-.of- Diſputation, ſaid * Apronevs, neither do I eſteem that which you call 
weFrevidew, Truth worth much Inquiry yet Iwill go with you to ſee our joynt 
Charge, and fince we have not much todo, this Diſcourſe may poſſibly 

allow us ſome Recreatiov. 
4Vindicatiisn When they came to Alcthjion's Chamber, the found him reading a lit- 
Cn. tle Book, whoſe Title was, Good men are ever happy. Having given them 
__© his uſual ſalutes,he ſpoke ſomething in commendation of the Author,who 
had ſhewa much prudence 1n _— a ſubjeR that he was well ableto 
demonſtrate, and had expreſs'd the fence of his mind fo artificially, that 
his Readers'were ſure to find excellent thoughts cloath'd with ſutable 
words. After thathe applanded the fortunate ſtate of Vertuous Souls, 
and admired the Goodneſs and Wiſdom of Almighty Providence, which 
had fo ſecured the Intereſt of all thoſe who had faithfully confign'd 
themſelves to his care, that nothing could make them miſerable. Ar theſe 
words Apronews (mil'd. The Prince perceiv'd it, and ask'd him the Rea: 
ſon of his Mirth. I laugh, faid 4pronevs, that you, whom [ have alwayes 
eſtcem'd very Religious, ſhould notwithſtanding you ſee your ſelf aban- 
_ don'd to Affii&tion, talk (till of Providence. Sure, prone, anſwer'd the 
Prince, you have ſomething elſe io your thoughts which made you ſmile 
at what I ſaid, or you have ſome other Reaſons which make you ſpeak 
ſodiſreſpeRfully of the Divine Providence. I have ſeveral thiogs,replied 
Apronens, but Ithink that what I have ſaid is molt proper to you; for you 
reaſon againſt Senſe, and diſpute againſt Experience, ſaying, as others of 
your Opinion do, that a God created the World ; it may be fo : but if he 
did, it was to ſmall purpoſe in my mind, fince he doth not take care to 
keep it in better Order. Poſſibly he is weak and cavnot help it; perhaps 
he is otherwiſe employ'd, orelſe ſo idle that he will not trouble himfelf 
aboutitz orit may be it is below himto mind ſuch Tritles. I know not 
whichof theſe excuſes you like, but 1 am ſure it isa piece of unjuſt care- 
leſaeſs, if he can hinder it, that he doth not relieve his friends, but ſuffer 
them to betrampled upon by thoſe which bid defiance to his Anthority, 
andquote their own Proſperity, whilſt they do fo, for an Argument a- 
oxinſt his Providence, 1 verily believe that ere long men will take itfor 
granted that there is no God; and that thoſe which thiok there is, will 
blaſpheme him becauſe he takes no care for them. For my own part, I 
make no doubt bur that Fortune governs the World, if it be govern'd ac 
all: and 1 think that ſhe is blind, in that ſhe beſtows great Gifts upon 
many that donot deſerve them; and I dare ſwear ſhe is poor too, becauſe 
ſhe has not enough for thoſe which do, 
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| The Prince permitting him to go no further, with a calm ſerenity replicd, 
* Apronens though your words carry a very bad (ignification, and muſt 
needs be offenſive to all Rational Beings, which gratefully acknowledg- 
ivg the Fountain from whom they have receiv'd their Eſſence, cannot be 
contented to hear the common Father ofthe World diſhonourably repre- 
ſented;yet 1 do not wonder to hear you ſpeak at this Ignorant rate, ſince 
I know It is ealie for Ingenious Athieſts to abuſe men of weaker parts,and 
venting their thoughts where they dare,(for, God be thanked, Wicked- 
neſs hath not taken ſuch an univerſal poſſeſſion of Humane Nature, nei- 
ther are all ſo degenerated from Knowledge or apoftatiz'd from Truth, 
that they have the Coutidence to do it every where, but) io ſome compa» 
ny which they preſume 1nferiour to themſelves in Wit, or it may be ad- 
mirers of their Excellencies,they endeavour to ſlupport the Reputation of 
their more then ordinary Abilities,by making Proſelytes,and impoſe up- 
on unexperienced Wits with great Boaſts of new Philoſophy + though 
their fine Diſcoveries are uſually but two or three of the worſt opini- 
ons of ſome old Philoſophers,which they bave taken out of their Graves, 
aud endeavourd to receive with ſuch Arguments as have been often an- 
{wer'd and hifs'd out of the World by the beſt of Men. 


I am glad, replied * Aproneus that your Princely Mind is ſo little ſens + 9, who 4e- 
ſible of thoſe thorny ObjeCtions, though you feel how ſharp they are by ics Ged- 
Experience, which do very much trouble others when they do think of * autorun: 


them : But go ob, Generous Prince, and let us ſee if you cao pull'em out 
_ of my Underſtanding, at leaſt fo blunt their points, that they gall not this 


ſcrupulous* Diaporon. That which you ſpoke juſt now,replicd the Prince, + o,, w44 
as it reſpets me I take but for a Complement ; but to the reſt, which 4o»6re. - 


concerns the Intereſt of all Good men,l will give an Anſwer. It is a com- 
mon thing for people whea they ſuffer great Afﬀlidions, to talk Athieſti- 
cally, They ſpeak as if they did not think that there is any God, becauſe 
they fancy themſelves to be little beholdiog to him ; and ſometimes they 
wiſh there were none, and yet think that they are juſtified in their 1m» 
piety, becauſe he uſeth them, as they ſay, very hardly. Therefore, _—_ 
neu, 1 would not have you put your ObjeQion of Suffering, ſo carelefly 
as to hope to infer a denial of Providence from good Mens affiictions ; 
for let men be what they will, they think themſelves too good to be 
puniſhed, and let their Caſtigations be never ſo juſtly moderated, they 
judge them too great for them. If a youvg man die which poflibly hath 
ſion'd away his Lite, he cries out, O cruel Fate / why doſt thou deſtroy 
me before my time? If a mother Joſe a-Child, which perhaps her own in- 
diſcretion, kill'd, then you fhall hear, O unjuſt Stars ! why do you rob 
me? For Stars or any thing elſe is God or the Devil, when they think 
themſelves hurt. So that you may perceive, Aproneus, that the common 
Original of theſe Complaints is a fooliſhPaſſion joyn'd with anImperious 
Pride, ard that moſt Plaintiffs in this caſe labour not ooly under.a defect 
of jult Patience, but are troubled alſo with a ſhortneſs of Diſcourſe: 
What? muſt God be bound to pleaſe men alwayes, leſt they 1n a Fit of 
angry Grief deny his. Government by way of Revenge; or, which is as 
bad, accuſe it of unjuſt Severity ? Is he fo inconfiderable, that he is ob- 
liged to attend us with an officious care? and are we ſogreat, that he 
mult be afraid leſt he do not pleaſe us enough? When men are pleas'd, 
there is, yes, there is a God: why then, ſimple Mortals,and not when you 
are diſpleas'd too? You finde ſo much fault in your Calamities, that 
you conclude they could not have happen'd to you but that there 1sno 


God, orelſe that he Governs not the world ashe ought: whereas if 
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you examine the matter throughly, you will find fo mich more fault in 
your ſelves, that you will be torc'd ro acknowledge your ſufferings Ar- 
guments of his Juſtice whom you fooliſhly accuſe. 8& bear them as deſerv'd 
Puniſhments.But when you ate in a Paſſion, you will ceither confeſs that 
you have merited any thing,nor be content that God is not of your mind; 
no,you will die,and rather then live any longer,you will kill your ſelves, 
& in a {corn be gone out of his Territories, beeauſe,as you ſay,he beſtows 
ſo little regard upon you. But it is very unlikely that you ſhould eſcape 
ſo ; neither is it a thing to be imagin d, much leſs belicy'd, that God hath 
no Reſerve forRebels,and that he ſhould fail to puniſh in the other world 
thoſe which have done their utmoſt to deſerve it tn this: and it is a meer 
madneſs to think that they ſhoyld be pardon'd for breaking Priſon, 

I bave ſaid this, 4pronexr, to let you underſtand, thzt ſuch as have a 
mind to complain, do not punQually examine, whether it be with juſt 
cauſe or no. But whereas you ſay ic is many times unjuſt, becauſe Vertu- 
ous perſons are made miſerable, and fo urge your Plea againft the Di. 
vine Providence;By this[ ſee that you are ignorant of the Nature of Hap. 
pineſs and Miſery, and therefore I wonder not that you determine fo 
weakly in this Controverſie. You do not only miſtake the true notion of 
Happineſs, but ſuppoſe it to conliſt in ſuch things as a good man would 
think himſelf uohappy if he could not deſpiſe them. The Felicity which 


you fancy, is to be Lord of the Country where you dwell,tolive in ſtate- 


ly Palaces, to lie upon ſoft Beds, to drink excellent Wines,to eat nothing 
but what is Delicate, never to know Labour,to {]:ep with Muſick,#not to 
be controll'd in your Deſigns, and ſuch like. But,good Apronexs,will you 
confider how childiſh your attemptis, whilſt you go about ro gather up 
ſo many things to put a fair Gloſs upon Miſery, and cruſt it over with a 
ſhew of Happineſs ? What ? muſt Happineſs be patch'd up with ſo many 
and ſuch mean Shreds? I thought our Felicity had been compriz'd in one 
chief Good, and that the ſatisfaQtion of the Maſter-wiſh of our Souls was 
attainable in that ſingle Fruitioo, and not to be begg'd from a confus'd 
Multitude of Obje&s, which are ſo poor that they arc notable to defend 
themſelves froma Wiſe man's Contempt. The Heaven-born Soul adyan- 
ceth it ſelf by Rational paſſions towards God the firſt Good, whom it 
knows to be the Spring of Beiog, the Root of Life, the Father of Wil- 
dom, the Fountain of true Pleaſure, and the Haven of Defire, It ha- 
ſteos from all thipgs to him, longing to be illuminated with his Divine 
Rayes, topartake of his moſt lovely Diſpoſition, who is the Archetypal 
pattern of all Goodneſs, infinitely pleas'd with the Contemplation of 
his Attributes, which are the Notifications of his Nature as far as it is 
knowable, and raviſh'd with the Covfideration of his excellent Works, 
which are Entertainments worthy of the beit and molt rais'd Minds. Hap- 
pineſs muſt be plac'd in the Soul, that there it may perfect our Faculties, 
ſatisfie our greater Capacities, and ſecure us agaioſt the uncertainty of all 
external Dependences. Thoſe Divine Illaples which put us into a Sen- 
ſation of God by an IntelleQtual ContaQt, and give us a lively Sympathy 
with him in whom we live, make us feel our ſelves happy, and give us 
a Serene knowledg of him to whom we 'owe our Being, and fill our 
Souls with Joy mix't with Gratitude and Love, unite our Hearts with 
his Sacred Will by Refigoation, make us lodge all our Concerns in his Pro- 
vidence, unto whoſe Condudt it is then eafie to commit whatſoever is 
dear tous : Theo we conſecrate all our Actions to his Glory who pave 
us our Powers, to ſerve his Deſigns, both becauſe they are his, and alſo 
the beſt in the World ; ſo that our whole Life becomes one continu: 
cd 
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ed endeavour to perpetuate and accompliſh this Happineſs, we haviog 
now but one main Deſign, which is, to begin and end all our Actions in 
God. The Vigorous Motions which theſe ſtrong paſſions raiſe, muſt needs 
be terminated in a progreſs of endeavour as boundleſs az our neceſlity of 
beiog eternally Happy is cogent,8 the Good which muſt make us happy 
is Infioite in ſweetneſs. And though a good man in this world poſlefieth 
this Happineſs but in part; yet it is an unſpeakable Comfort to him to 
perceive that the power of the Divine Preſence with which he convyerſes 
hath taken off ſome of the ruder diſconformities of his rough Nature,aod 
ſuperinduc'd ſome beautiful delineations of the Divine Image upun his 
Soul, which now adorn it with Greatneſs of Mind,Contempt of the World, 
true Liberty,pure Temperance,an amiable Meekoeſs,great Humility, vaſt 
Charity, venerable Chaſtity, the deareſt Love of God, and moſt rais'd 
Thoughts. Whilſt it expatiates 1n the latitude of its own Compals, it de- 
ſpiſeth all little things, taking an unſpeakable pleaſure,not only in viewing 
the fair Proportions of theſe Foundations, but in the hopes of equal Su- 
perſtruQtures which io time will be built upon them, Oh | 
It isthe top of true Philoſophy, * Apronexs,toſhew us our chief Good; * one whi 3+ 
for that beiog rightly conſtituted, the DireGtions of our whole Life are 97 7105: 
completed, and our AﬀeCtions ſettled, And though poſlibly we ſhould © 
miſtake in ſome little matters by Ignorance, and omit ſome by Forgetful- 
neſs, and meer others which are not manageable by reaſon of the inoate 
ſtubbornneſs of humane Afﬀairs, yet the conſequence is but ſlight ; for 
we can receive no greater Damage then the Nature of thoſe things 
which we have not known, or negleGted, or cannot rule, doth neceſia- 
rily infer. Thoſe which have attain'd to this Felicity are elevated a- 
bove common Fears and uſual Diſappointments : the miſapprehenſioa 
which pion'd their affeCtions to ſuch ſmall matters being now chas'd a- 
way, they are inform'd by Experience that they do as little need thoſe 
low ſupports to uphold their Felicity, as they knew long before by Dif- 
courſe their inability to relieve them if they wanted their help. For 
what man is there that hath conſider'd the Nature of things, who doth 
not know that ail Earthly conditions are empty of that true ſatisfaRtion 
which Humane Nature always wants, ſometimes looks for, but never 
finds, in the good things of the material World ? Men feed themſelves 
with a vain Hope, which hath its Root only in their owo deluded Imagi- 
nations, and give glorious Names to Trifles that they - more plauſibly 
deceive themſelves ; and when they find themſelves diſappointed, they 
accuſe the World of talſhood, though it only breaks the Promiſes which 
they themſelves made ; and then they confeſs, that though they could 
well paint the colours of the Flower, yet they could not give it the Vital 
ſent. This hath been told us often by ſuch as have gone before us, but 
we will not believe them, ſuppoſing that ſuch as make the Report either 
envy us, or have not taken a right courſe ; and thereupon reſolve to 
make a Trial our ſelves, and then we are forc'd to confirm their Relation 
with our own Experience, Wiſe men have other reaſons to determine 
them to ſeek Happineſsin God, or elſe to bid adicu to all Hope for they 
{ee that as the Contentment which is ſought otherwhere is but ſmall, fo 
that which they find is uncertain, the moſt afſared courſe of Humane Life 
beiog carried about into various changes by perpetual Circumrotations z 
the Earth upon which we dwell being the Stage of Mutation, the proper 
Region of Viciflitudes. The uncertain Method of theſe Alterations was 
formerly call'd Fortune, and repreſented by a Woman ſitting upon a 
Wheel, not improperly, It's true, ſome of the fonder fort of Mortals 
—_ | H promiſe® 
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omiſe themſelves ſtability io their floativg Stations, beiog content to 
be ignorant as long .as they can : but they might as well hope that the 
Boughs of which their Pavilions are made, will never wither, becauſe 
they continue Green'for a day or two. 

. But beſides this, 4pronew.1 am the more convinc'd of the cheapneſs of 
theſe things, which you do ſo magnihie as to make the want of them Miſe- 
ry,when | ſee them thrown away upon the worſt of men. lt is but a Scora 
put upon the admired Vanities of this World, when God ſcatters them 
with a careleſs hand, and permits them tothe enjoyment of the moſt de- 
ſpicable Perſons. It ſatisfies me as to the unequal Diviſion of Riches and 
Power, and I cannot but conclude they are of no great value, fince God 
concerns himſelf no more in their Diſtribution. Shall he be fo regardful 
of Trifles, as to weigh ther out by ſcruples in Gold ſcales? Shall he par- 
take inthe Errors of vulgar Opinions, and trouble himſelf with the care: 
of making every Good man Rich or Potent? What he flights, why 
ſhould I eſteem ? 

* One who de- Here * Apronew craving leave of the Prince, replied thus ; Certainly, 

_ Sir, if we receive this Doctrine, we ſhall be forc'd to believe that this 
World was made to no purpoſe. If it be not our Portion,to what end was 
it created ? The Prince anſwer'd,Be not apt to think that this World was 
madein vain, Apronexs,although it is not our Happineſs; though we may 
not make a God of it : yet it ſerves to excellent uſes,[t is a temporary Ma- 
nifeſtation of Almighty Goodneſs and Wiſdom in Material things. The 
Corporeal world is an Image of God,and ſhews what he could do in Mat- 
ter. According to the ſeveral Poſlibilities of Reception, God hath made 
his Omnipotence to reach all Degrees of Beeiog ; ſo this Fabrick doth, as 
all excellent Machines do,diſcover theWorth and Ability of their Maker, 
I think God is fo viſibly reveal'd in the Creation, that 1 may fafely pro: 
nounce that an Athieſt is notooly Ingrateful,but a Fool, However God 
did never intend that we ſhould adore his work ipſtead of Him ; and 
what greater Adoration then to court it as our Happineſs ? 

By this Diſcourſe, ſaid 4pronens, you ſeem to have an indifferent ſenſe 
of thoſe conditions of Life which we think very contrary, and poſſibly 
you have arrived at the Stvical Apathy. No, Apronen:s, replied the Prince; 
Virtue doth not ftupifie Good men, and fo make them inſenfible of the 
Differences of objeAts. Though many things are extreamly Ridiculous, 
and the Accidents of Humane Life in very many Inſtances contemptible ; 
yet conſidering our Conſtitution, I grant that ſome ſtates of Life are fo 

fram'd that they are a Trial of Reſolved men:and it isall the praiſe which 
we 6an give togreat Adverlity, that it is the exerciſe of Virtue and the 
proof of ſtrong Spirits, Man is an Amphibion,pait Sol, and part Bodyzand 
as by this means he hath different Capacities, which have divers Objects 
fitted to them, he is put upon his Trial both by proſperous and adverſe en- 

_ tertainments, We are plac'd between ſepſual Amours and the muddy De: 
lights of the Fleſh,on one hand;and the pure Spripg of Increated Good- 
neſs, and thoſe Chryſtal ſtreams of Knowledg and Virtue which flow 

| from him, on the other ; and we are under the probation of our Wiſdom 
and Ingenuity : and we come ofi with honour if we hold out the Com- 
bat of Fleſh and Spirit, overcome Body with Sol, and ſubdue Paſſzor 
with Reaſon 3 which we then only do, if we love the God which hath 
raade all things above his beſt Creatures. Thoſe who have devoted 
themſelves to ſenſual Pleaſures, have only glutted then ſclves with fur- 
bidden Fruit, and are fo far from being happy, that they are manifctt- 
ly overcome With the Spirit of the Senſible World, which io time will 

6 Triumph 
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Triumph over them, and having reproch'd them for their Folly and Co: 
wardly ſubmiſſions,at laſt throw them headlong from the Banks of Time 
into the vaſt Horrours of Eternity, where it 1s not peffible for them to 
hope for A good Reception wita Gud, whom all their Life they have 
{lighted for every vain Toy. 

Good men 2re not inſern{ible of what 1s beneficial to Nature in thoſe 
thiogs which are miſcall'd Happineſs, but they know that their chief Ad- 
vantage lies in a right uſe of them, which covtiſts in Moderate, Charita- 
ble and Thankful Applications. They look upon all created Goodnefles 
as God's Meſlengers, and are led by them to God; whilſt others mi- 
ſtake'em for God that ſent them, with as grois an Ignorance as if a rude 
Peaſant newly come to the Court, ſhould rake the firſt man which he 
meets there in orave Cloths for the King. By this you may perceive, 4- 
pronens, that whilſt virtuous men are provided of this true Notion of 
Proſperity, that they cannot be ignorant of the Nature of Adverſity, or 
ever be ſo ſenſible of any thing which it can do, as to think that they are 
made Unhappy by it, unleſs they ſhould fall into ſuch a want of Diſcourſe, 
as to eſteem themſelves made miſcrable by the Abſence of thoſe things, 
which did not make them happy being preſent with them, It's true, Ad- 
verſity changeth the Scene and gives them other Parts to AR, that is, re- 
quiresthem to exerciſe ſome other forts of Virtue then they did before ; 
but the ACtors,are the ſame. A good man in Atfliction isno more impair'd 
11 point of Felicity, then a (trong man 15 weakaed upon a Theatre where 
he only ſhews his Strength.If his Sufferings grow extraordinary,he knows 
that great Trials are neceſJary to make great Examples; and as he re-. 
fle&ts Honour upon the Cauſe of his ſuffering from Innocence, ſo he de- 
rives Conſolation into the manner of it from Patience. © I have read the 
Stories of ſuch as have deſpiſed no ſmall Afﬀfictions with a Generous dif- 
regard. Archimedes was not ſo diſtracted with the extream dapgers of 
Syracuſe, as to make him leave his Figures, Did not Ariſtides write his 
own name in one of the Shells of Proſcription, and would have done it 
in anvther? Did not Crcero rejoyce that he was baniſhd from Rom: 2 
Shall I admire theſe and many other Examples, and not 1mitate them ? 
1 am what [ was before, * Apronexs; neither can a Priſon exclude my 
Comfort, more then falſe Accuſation hath deſtroy'd my Integrity, I do 


* One '10ho dee 


wies God; Pro- 


not thivk my ſelf depriv'd of Liberty, for I am not hindred from perfor: iden. 


ming thoſe Actions which I chiefly delighted in before, the Contempla- 
tion and Love of God : other Du:tes are not requitr'd, becauſe I have no 
opportunity to diſcharge them 3 but I have the power and will todo 
them two when time ſhall ſerve. As to the trouble of Adverfity,l thiok it 
ts worthy of me, who have often endeavour'd to comfort others, which is 
ai ealie work, tow to forbid my felt to grieve, 

It ſeems then, ſaid Apronens, any Condition is alike to you in point of 
choice. Nogreplied the Princegthere is ſome Difference,though not much: 
I do {o ir preter my former Statezthat I would not have choſen this;and 
yet] am uot fo our of Charity with this, but that I can bid it welcome. The 
knowl dp which I had of the others Uncertainty made me provide for this 
Jong a;0.] thould think my ſelf very imprudent if I were now to ſeek for 
Patience,fince I have obſery'd that every man in the World hath greac uſe 
of it vne time or other. So had ſeen Mariners carry utenſils which were 
proper only tor Storms,though they went to Sea in fair weather. T he Peace 
of my Soul ſhines clear within,and is no more clouded with this Diſaſter, 
then a Light which is guarded with a thick Lantern upon the ſtern of a 

1ip is in davger of being put out with _— bluſtriog winds which _—y 
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noiſe about it. You do well, Great Prince, ſaid 4pronexs, to draw ſuch a 
fair picture of Misfortune, but you wilfully take no notice of that deep 
Impreſſion which Affiction makes upon all the reſt of the World,l know, 
replied-the Prince,that many look upon it with no other Paſſion then as 
if it were the head of ſome Gorgor. But what then?So I have heard Chil- 
dren cry for Trifles,and have ſeen a Fool held with a ſtraw,and thought 
it as impoſſible to free his foot out of the ſnare, as if he had been tied 
with bands of Adamant. Thoſe words lignifie little which expreſs nothing 
but the Imbecillity of vulgar Opinion,i.e, unprofitable Errour. We are not 
to paſs a Judgment upon Truth according to the Suffrages of Fools,nor 
govern our AtteCtions or Actions by the trivial Sentiments of thoſe whoſe 
Ignorance we do commonly deſpiſe, I conteſs that if the Rules by which 
the Vulgar make Eſtimations were the Standards of Truth,l ſhould allow 
it for a great Indecorum, that many times 1n the Ship in which we fail 
through this troubleſome Sea, Good men are thruſt down into the dark 
Hold, or put to toil at the Pump, whilſt baſe Perſons walk at their plea- 
ſure upon the Decks,and ſometimes fit at the Stern;and | ſhould be temp- 
ted to be angry,if I thought the Welcome which they find at the Port to 
which they are bound, were proportion'd according to their uſage onſhip- 
board. It our worth were to be judg'd when we come aſhore by an out- 
ward ſhew,it may be I ſhould be no more pleas'd with my preſent condi- - 
tiop,then Neptune was when Mercury ranking the Images of the Gods, put 
his below that of A»bis,and told him he muſt not take it 111 chat the Epyp- 
tian Diety with a Dog's Mouth was preferr'd before him, becauſe he had a 
large Golden Noſe. Wiſe men mult not be angry to ſec others advanc'd 
above them.Either they are better then our ſelves,or uot. It they be, what 
cauſe is there of Anger ? They deſerve it. .Ifthey be not, we are equal to 
. them, Ifthey be worſe, let us hold our peace and be thankfu], we are 
preferr'd before them. | 

I might alſo tell you, Apronans, that as Good men are not made unhap- 
Py by Adverſity, ſo many of thoſe whom you ſee aftlicted are not Good 
men, though they ſeem to be ſuch. They may be bad enough which are 
ſo cunning as to conceal it. But no Mask can blind the Divine Eye. If it 
be unjuſt to puniſh Good men, which God doth not; it is unreaſonable 
for bad men to complain, though he do. We ought of no caſe to make a 
Judgment againſt the Juſtice of God's proceediogs ; for though he makes 
Puniſhment ſufficiently diſcernable in ſome Examples, yet he many tim 5 
doth not acquaint us with the Cauſe why it is ioflicted. 

Iamafraid, Good Prince, ſaid Apronevs, that I ſhall weary you with 
my trifling ObjeCtions : if you will pardon my importunity, I will only 
trouble you with demanding an anſwer to ſomething which I propoun- 
ded in the beginning of this Diſcourſe, It may be Good men are happy, 
as you ſay; but methinks it were fit that wicked men, if there be any, 
ſhould be puniſh'd. For whilſt they are in Proſperity, as I told you be: 
fore, it is hard to belxve that there is any God that cares how things go 
here, Do youthink then that they are not puniſh'd ? replied the Prince. 
Do you think they are ſo highly privileg'd in their proſperity ? Beſide 
what I have ſaid already to prove that the Material World is unable to 
ſatisfe the greater Appetites of the Soul, and tro ſhew how uncertain 
that ſmall pleaſure is which men ſometimes ſeem to take in their vain 
Dreams, there are other Reaſons which demonſtrate to me that wick- 
ed men cannot be happy. God hath interwoven Vexation with their 
moſt proſperous Conditions; Inſeparable Impertections do conſtantly 
moleſt them,and they are frequently aſſaulted with nnexpeCted Accidents, 
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by which means they are never fecure, never at eaſe, IT think this but a 
{mall matter and common to all which partake of the ſame eſtates with 
them. But becauſe they are Wicked, they are for that very Reaſon Un- 
happy : Wickedneſs is its own preateſt Punilthment, neither can Puniſh- 
ment be ſo properly demonſtrated as by the Nature of Sin. Reaſon and 
Virtue are the Glory of Humane Nature: & as it hath a rare content io the 
Diſcourſes of Wiſdom : ſo in the performance of Actions ſutable to Vir- 
tue it finds an Acquieſcence like unto that which things have intheir pro: 
per place, But he which breaks theſe Laws, offers violence to the No- 
bleſt Principles of his Soul; and they are fo interwoven with the Eſſence 
of it, that he which affrontsthem, endeavours to degrade himſelf, Thoſe 


. repeated Actions which induce Habits of ſin, deprave the Soul, and fink 


it into a baſe State of Being, ſometimes making it to wallow in Mud with 
brute Beaſts, and ſometimes throwiog it into that fiery Pit where Proud 
and Wratkful Spirits are tormented, The ſhame that is faſten'd to all 
wicked Actions ſhews that they axe naturally baſe, Let a man fin never 
ſo privately,zas raviſha Virgio,or rob a Traveller ina Wilderneſs ; though 
there be no witneſs to make him bluſh, yet when he thinks what he hath 
done, he is ſenſible of the Nature of Honeſty which he hath wrong'd ; 
and the Prevarication 1s odious, becauſe the Law which he hath tranſe 
oreſs'd is the tranſcript of eternal Righteouſneſs written in the Heart of 
Man by God when he made Humane Nature; and he can have no plea- 
ſure to remember that he hath done an Aftion ſo dilagreeable to Nature. 
That Sir is its owr puniſhment, is ſo generally true, that a man can neg- 
le& the Rules of Virtue in nothing, but he is weaken'd and debas'd in 
Soul, or Body, or both. | 
But leſt bold Men ſhould (light this Turpitade, and think to make a 
Compenſation for ſome diſlike of themſelves by the pleaſant diverſions 
which Sin allows, God hath made it impoſſible to be undiſturb'd in Wic- 
kedneſs, by reaſon of the ſharp Remorſes of an evil Conſcience. If they 
will (io, this wilt bear witneſs, and, if none elſe do, accuſe, and hath Au- 
thority to condemn too, and it always ſees its Sentence put in Execution. 
Thoſe which are puniſh'd by it, are burnt with a ſullen flame, which tor: 
ments the Soul as a feveriſh heat doth the Body, The Sparks of this fire 
may be hid in Embers, but it cannot be put out. It hath been formerly 
repreſented by Furies with burning Torches,and ſometimes by the Theſ- 
peſian Vipers for a Sinner is ever gnaw'd by his Conſcience upon the re- 
membrance of anill governed Life, They are very Ignorant which think 
there are no Pains but ſuch as are Bodily ; for the Mind is capable of grea- 
ter Torments, That which afflicts the Fleſh is only ſome preſent Pain z 
but the Soul is vex'd with that whichis paſt, with what it feels at preſent, 
and with the Fears of that which is to come. It's true, Jolly Sinners do 
what they can to make the World believe that they feel no ſuch thing ; 
but how is that poſſible 2 We know that Eſſential Principles are the ſame 
in all Men : Wiſe men of all Religions have acknowleg'd a Conſcience 
to be rooted in the Nature of the Soul, that is, a Power which animad- 
verts upon our Actions, and condemns us for what. we do amiſs. This 
ſevere Reprover, by blows which Sinners only feel, deſtroys that Joy 
which they promiſe to themſclves in proſperous Wickedneſs. This 
makes Murtherers take but little content in thoſe Poſlefſions which they 
have purchaſs'd with the Innocent blood of thoſe whom they have 
kill'd with the Violation of all Sacred Rights. If Sinners be well, 
what makes them uſe ſo many Arts to palliate their fickneſs > what makes 
them ſo burthenſome to themſelves when they are alone 2 what mores 
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* 0meale 4. If ay be this is true, replied * Apronexy, and if it be, I confeſs that 
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them ſeek ſo many diverſions, but the hope fo to drive away this evil ſpi- 
rit which haunts them? Have not Tyrants kill'd or baniſh'd all Wiſe and 
Good men they could reach, left they ſhould have witneſſes of their ACti- 
ons, becauſe their Conſciences told them that they were uojuſtifiable ? 
Have not ſame Vicious Perſons ſought Refuge from thinking in perpetu- 
al Drupkenneſs ? and others thrown away their lives, not being able to 
endure themſelves? I thapk God,I abhor defires of Revenge,and I think 
it is too Cruel to thipk of thoſe who have wrong'd me without great Pi. 
ty; but I amaſſured, thouh neither God nor Man puniſh them in this 
World, they will never be able to pardon themſelves. 

But I muſt add to this which I have named, the Torment which awaits 
them in the other World z the fear of that muſt needs be a great Vexati- 
ON, as it is an incomparable Pleaſure to agood man that he hopes to be 
happy there. This expeRation blaſts the Delights of ſinners, and makes 
them but like thoſe Recreations which condema'd men enjoy in Priſons, 
who. though they play at Cards or Tables, yet the Ropes about their 
necks ſpoil their ſport, whilſt they continually put them in mind of being 
hang'd. Igrant that Athieſts endeavour to blunt the edge of this Argu- 
ment by a flat denial of Immortality, and would willingly think that 
they are all dead in the other World, becauſe none ever came to them 
to give them notice of the contrary : but thoſe faith-worthy ſtories which 
report the Appearances of Spirits, and have told us of ſome that have ri- 
ſen from the Dead, put them many times into ſuch"apgonies, that they 
would be glad to be aſſured of their Annihilation after this Life. When 
they venture to think ſeriouſly (which they dare bur ſeldom do) they 
have ſuch an unacceptable remembrance of what they have been, and fo 
much aſſurance, that if there be any happineſs afterward, they ſhall have 
no ſhare in it, that to comfort themſelves they vote, That there is nothing 
after this Life. Theſe ſuffrages {ignifie indeed their ſtrong defires,but are 
no Arguments of a true Opinion concerning the Future ſtate ; but that 
uneafie Temper of Soul which makes them wiſh ſo, proves what I aflert, 
That they are not happy at preſent. 


thoſe whom you call Wicked are very uuhappy 3 yet it ſeems (ti]] a kind 
of flur to that Government you ſpeak of,that if they deſerve that Puniſh- 
ment, they have it not ſooner, Itis ſomething which you ſay of the for- 
mer ſorts of Torment which you have mention'd, but they are inviſible, 
and ſo little notice is taken of them by others ; but it they were hurried 
to Execution as ſoon as they fin, it would ſtrike a Terrour upon By-ſtan- 
ders: but fince Vengeance is ſo long in coming, they are incourag'd to 
ſin by delay. Good mens Hopes are weaken'd, and they are ready to 
ſay, If God negled his ſervants, why ſhould they worſhip him? Juſtice 
Is blaſphem'd, and the Force of Law cnervated. If ſome happen to be 
ſtruck ſooner, it is but as Thunderbolts fall, by chance : And who can 
1magine but they do? for they often cleave a gallant Oak, and ſome- 
times tear an uſeful Sail? or kill a harmleſs Traveller ; when thoſe 
which fio boldly arrive at gray Hairs without any conſiderable Misfor- 
- tune, and in appearance die peaceably, Poor Apronens, ſaid the Prince 
ſmiling, what {light devices art thou conſtrain'd to uſe to ſupport 
a falſe Plea? Muſt there be no Providence unleſs thoſe which fin 
be preſently Condemn'd and immediately Executed ? Thoſe which (ia 
are always Condemn'd, and God is ſo merciful, that he thioks it pu- 
pfhment enough that for a while they carry their heavy crofles,to which 
you would have them preſently nail'd. He is ſo Gracious, wot he 
oth 
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doth uſually reſpite irreverſible Doom in Fo rune. of Amendmen:, 
and ſo both ſaves ſinners, and teacheth thoſe which look on to imitate his 
merciful Example. Thoſe which have deſerved the blowyfear that he will 
firike too ſoon ; and ſhall any be weary of the Divine Patience whicl; 
comforts others, becauſe they love to ſee ſinners fall ? I muſt alſo tell you, 
Apronens, that he is not ſo gentle as to neglect Juſtice. God doth make 
Examples enough in every Ape to let all the World ſee their danger : 
and thougtrſome be ſpar'd that deſerve preſent Puniſhment, it is both a 
Glory to his Forgiveneſs, that ſome of thoſe which eſcape, Repent; and 
it helet many go in hopes of their Emendation, may he not as well and 
much better do it, then a General decimate his Regiments for a Mu- 
tiny of which they are all guilty ? God is not endamaged by delay, thoſe 

' which continue their Rebellion can never get out of his reach ; he is not 
willing to diſpeople the Earth by ſudden Executions. But becauſe men 
are apt by long Oper to imagine that either they are not obnoxious, 
or that none regards what they do; God many times is forc'd to confute 
their [Imaginations by Great Plagues, Pioing Famine, Cruel Wars, to un- 
burthen the Earth of its wicked Load, and takes away ſuch as had too 
long oppreſ'd Virtue and ſupported Wickedneſs with the moſt vile Ex- 
amples : by which means he ſhews both hqw unreaſonable Sinners are 
whbm no forbearance will reclaim, and ol he is when he uſeth ſe- 
verity, becauſe thoſe which ſuffer it ſion'd ſo long agaiolt one that was 
loath to puniſh, and by his Puniſhments aſſerts his Providence. By ſome 
words which you have deliver'd, you ſeem to be willing to think, Apro- 
£41, that God doth not manage his Juſtice with Prudence, becauſe he 
doth not inflit all Mul&s upon the perſons of ſinners, But muſt this 
piece of his Goodneſs alſo be made an ROPANEN againſt his Providence? 
and ſhall we thiok he doth puniſh by chance, becauſe he is mercifully 
Juſt? Was it not eſteem'd a Favour to the Perſars,when their Emperour 
commanded only the Turbants to be beaten ? Did the World uſe to 
grumble at the Charge of their Sacrifices, when God requir'd only a Beaſt 
tor a Man? But I ſpare to urge this any further, becaule thoſe which are 
ready to ſink, muſt be permitted to catch at Reeds, 

Here Apronens made ſuch a pauſe as fignified that he had no mind to 
proceed any further : but * Diaporon, craving leave to continue the Dif. * one who 
courle, added, I have ſo great ſatisfation,moſt Excellent Princeyia your 9% 
Anſwers to the Objeftions which Apronexs hath made, that I have no: 
thing to renew a Reply ; yet other things which he hath not quoted, di- 
ſturb my belief ia this point, For if God be Almightily Good, and Rule 
this World by an unerring Prudence, how came this Unlucky thing $:#, 
which makes ſo much trouble, into it? You fayitis evil, and aſſert that 
nothing but Good comes from God ; whence is it then? What? did 
ſome envious Anti God put this flaw upon his Work? There is no Que- 
{{jon, replied the Prince, but Sio is Evil, for nothing elſe doth proper- 
ly deſerve that name; and itis as indubitable that the moſt good God 
15 not the Author of it : and yet todefend his Honour we need not run 
to that old Fable of Oromaſdes and Arimanins, whom the Ancients, not 
knowing how otherwiſe to an{wer the Queſtion concerning the Ocigi- 
n3l of Evil, fet up as two Gods, and made one the Author of Good, 
and the other ot Evil ; for this matter is determinable by aſcribing E- 
vil tc its proper Cauſe, which will clear the doubt, and refle@ nodil. 
paragement upon the All- Good God : Men brought in Evil by the 
10.0) th abuſe of that Free-will which God had given them. It 1s the 
Ciuiy of the Creator, that he could make ſuch a Noble Automaton 
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as Man, who moves ſpontaneouſly, and according to an innate Liberty of 
Ele&ion determines himſelf to his AQtions. He put his Liberty into the 
hands of an Intelligent Creature, whom he made both able to know that 
which is Good, and fitted his Nature to the Love of it, He made it fo 
much his Intereſt to be Obedient,that he promis'd him great Rewards for 
doing ſmall Duties ; unto the performance of which he gave him ſufficieot 
Aſſiſtance. He told him wherein Evil conſiſted, forewarn'd him of its wif- 
chievous Nature, forbad him to introduce it, and oy a moſt rightful Au- 
thority threaten'd him ſeverely if he tranſgreſs'd the Orders which he had 
receiv'd.But Man,by a perverſe abuſe of his Freedom,chuſeth that which 
is worſe, will not take pains to diſtioguiſh that which is truly Good from 
that which is ſo in Appearance only, and fo fivs. 

I thought, replied * Diaporon, that as all-things receiv'd their Beeing 
from God, ſo they operate ooly as they are aCted hy his Power ; and that 
therefore though ſome things which they do are not Good, yet ſince no- 
thing can work without his Aſſiſtance, it may be ſuppos'd that he let Sin- 
ners into the World; and though they affront his Authority, it is not a 
matter of any great conſequence, ſince they are permitted only as a 
Dramatiſt ſometimes brings a Mimick upon the Stage, who abuſes the 
Poet himſelf. If this be a-true accompt of Sin, then it is not a Fault, but 
rather an Ornament of the Creation, God is a moſt excellent Dramatiſt, 
ſaid the Prince, to keep your own Metaphor, and hath made the World 
a Noble Repreſentation of his Divine Art; and when he brings Actors 
upon the Stage, he afligos every one according to his Ability a conveni- 
ent Part, and commands them to obſerve the Order which he hath ap- 
Pe if they ho p8 wan the Words which he hath ſet,and a@ their 

arts according to the Rules which he hath preſcrib'd,they do honour to 
God, and receive praiſe from wiſe SpeQators, and Rewards fromthe Au- 


—— 


' thor,But when Man, which hath a Poetical Fancy, diſlikes his Part, and 


changeth that which is given to him by the Variations of his own Wit, or 
aCts that which belongs not to him, he diſturbs the Deſigo, and is like one 
that fings out of Tune in a Muſical performance. The Dramatiſt ſees what 
is done,and,though he ſtay till the Compaoy are diſmiſs'd,will be ſure to 
call him to account in the withdrawing-Room; nay, the SpeCtators them» 
ſelves which know the Poet are much diſpleaſs'd that the Fool ſhould put 
in ſuchdifagreeable Parts, knowing they are not of the Author's Compo- 
ſiog, and do often hiſs him off the Stage, when he thought to have made 
good Sport,and ſometimes in diſlike of the Impertinency go away. Sin in 
the World is like an ill Lefſon play'd upon an inſtrument out of Tune. 
Humane Nature was well ſtrung and exaCQtly tun'd by bim that madeit : 
but when men break the ſtripgs or play ſcurvily, it is moſt abſurd to com- 
plain of God, the Fountain of Intelle&tual and Senſible Harmony. 

But, Excellent Prince, replied Dzaporon, fince God could have hin- 
dred Errour, why did he not ? If he had not permitted man to himſelf, 
he had not faild, What, Diaporon, ſaid the Prince, ſhall not God 
have leave tv make a man, except he be oblig'd alſo to tie him hand 
and foot as ſoon as he hath done? If man have a power to finand nct 
to fin, ſhall the unthankful Fool fin, and theo rather accuſe him who 
gave him power not to fin, then himſelf who had not fioo'd but that 
he abus'd it? Sin is a Voluntary Loſs of an excellent Priviledge, and 
is not Originally in the Nature, but in the Action : Nature ſignifies 
the ſame thiog, that is Courtefie and Obligation, whether men uſe it 
well or ill, But ſince God could have prevented it, ſaid Diaporoz, ard 
did not, it ſeems to be better that there ſhould be Sinners then not ; and 
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if it be ſo, what need we take ary care what we do? Certajnly, Dzapor or: 
replied the Prince, you are little vers d in the Nature of Vertue, which 
cannot conſiſt with Compuliton : For what: Vertue is it to do that which 
we canbot reſiſt ? It Liberty had not beet given, there could have been 
no Vertue ; but it was a thing worthy of God to bring Vertue into the 
World, although at the ſame time Sin was not made impoſhble. lt's true, 
God could have made man like a Serpiternal Clock,and hung the heay 
weights of Neceflity upon all his Faculties, and forc't all his Motions. and 
Adtions 3 but as our Nature had ſuffer'd a great prejudice to have been 
ſo meanly conſtituted,ſo it had been a great Diſparagement to theCreator 
that he was not able to makea free Agent, and he had left himſelf but a 
little room for his Providence : for what great matter of Government is 
it to keep things in order which are bound up in Chains of Invincible 
Neceſlity ? The Glory which God would then have had in Ordering the 
affairs of the Intel!igent World would have been but like to that of a 
Good Clock:keeper. 

But by our Argument,* Diaporon,it you mind it, we mult believe that it + g,, yz, 
were better God had beſtow'd no Excellent Gifts upon us, if they be ca- de«tr:. 
pable of any miſapplications: & therefore we ought to be ſorry that ever 
we receiv'd the bleſſing of Reaſon ; for itis well known that many a- 
buſe it to very unworthyDeſtgas. And ſo you infer that it is better men had 
never been Created.See what fooliſh Conſequences you make when you 
underſtand not,or contradict an Infinite Wiſdom.l hope that this makes it 
manifeſt that it is far moreRational that a power of being Vertuous ſhould 
be beſtow'd upon men then that they ſhould have been wholly depriv'd 
of that Excellency,though it be not immutably afſur'd from poſſibility of 
ſia (and for this Reaſon we ought, contrary to what you ſaid;to take care 
that we ſin not) both 1n reſpect of our ſelves, it being unreaſonable be- 
cauſe ingrateful,when we have through our own negled made our ſelves 
bad,to accuſe God for making us Good ; fince if it had not been our own 
fault,we might both have continued ſo,aud have grown better-and in re- 
ſpe@t of God,to whom it is no prejudice\fince his Orders are never fo neg- 
leed but he can make himſeifan Amends for the contempt; and it is no 
{mall teſtimony of Providence, to make a good uſe of things which fall 
out unhandſomely. As he himſelf is the Author only of Good,fo he per- 
mitsno Evil to be done by others of which he cannot make a profitable 
improvement, That (clf.conceited Player(to uſe your former Compariſon 
a little longer) which made a diſturbance by his own impertinent and [031 
tooliſh Additions,is but a Foil to the excellent Wir of the Poet ; for the WH 
Spectators have a Copy of the Play by them, and know that the Author [M} 
put no ſuch things into his Deſign : and when he aGts that which is pre- ih 
ſcrib'd, but not as he ought, it makes only to the Diſparagement of the Vii 
Imprudent Actor, for all diſcerning Auditors infinitely excuſe the Dra- #1 
matilt from any fault, and blame the Player fo much the more, becauſe 3 1 
the part which he actedill-favouredly was excellent. This is all the Ap- 
plauſe which he gains,when by tranſgreſſing hisRules he thought to have 
made an unexpected Sport, I husGod out: wits arrogantFools:for though 
he hath pranted to Maa a free principle by which hels Maſter of his own 
Actions ; yet if he do fooliſhly when he pleaſeth himſelf, it is not to be M1! 
imagin'd that he hath leave to wander out of the bounds of Providence. lt s, 
15 an honour to us that God hath taken us aboard hisGreatVeſſel:& moce, | 
that being there he hath not coofia'd us to our Cabbin, but given us leave | | | bf 
to walk upon theDecks or below at pleaſure;but it were a ſimple thing to in | 
imagine that he would not (tcer to hisPor,or that our inconliderableMos 
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tions ſhould hinder the Courſe of his Ship, or that he would not puniſh 
us a ſhore or reward us according to our Deportment a-ſhip-board. 

But ſince Vertue is Good, replied * Diaporon, and God loves it, and 
Goodneſs is the happineſs of Men,and God,as you ſay, doth not envy us 
to be Happy 3 I think he ought to have found out ſome way to have made 
all men Good. You diſpute boldly, ſaid the Prince with a ſmart Accent ; 
and if you made theſe Pleas in your own Name, I ſhould thiok you very 
proud. Good Butter-flie, venture not too near the flame, left you burn 
your Wings. Sober men havealwayes acknowledg'd that Modeſty is no 
where more neceflary then in divine Inquiries,and that theſe SpecuJations 
have ſuch bounds ſer, that none can attempt to paſs them with more dif: 
cretion then venture over Precipices, becauſe Gods underſtanding is as 
far beyond ours as his Power tranſcendsall that we can do, However this 
I fay to your ObjeCtion, God hath appointed a way to make men Good, 
but you donot like it. You would have had a Man made ſomething elſe 
then that whichhe now is. Humane Nature 1s Good, and therefore God 
cannot be blamed that made it. But it might have been better, you ſay. 
You may do well to be angry that men are not Gods, But you will do 
better to ſay, ſince men are Good by God's Gitt, and may be better by 
their own Induſtry through his afſiſtaoce,which he is alwayes willing to 
vive; if they be bad, let them not blame God, but themſelves. We muſt 
not demand . what we pleaſe of him that owes us nothing 3 and itis ex- 
treme folly, when we have enough, to be diſcontented becauſe we have 
not more. What though God could have granted ſuch a priviledge to 
Man that he ſhould not have been capable of being deceiv'd ? yet you 
cannot juſtly quarrel with him for not doing it, but are bound to return 
thanks to him for that ſufficient knowledg of Truth which he hath be: 
ſtow'd, ſince God was neither bound to make us or give us any thing. But 
you, Diporon, would have ſome Method of Melioration which ſhould 
make men Good whether they will or no,if 1 may ſpeak ſo ablurdlyg:nd 
I ſuppoſe you have a mind to ask, if you would ſpeak plain, why God 
doth not ſhew himſelf ſo vifibly to men as to make it impoſhible for them 
to queſtion his Beeing, and why he doth not work Miracles every year to 
convince Atheiſts. You care not for Converſe with God, uoleſs you miy 
determine the manner of it. But you ſhould remember that it is a high ta- 
vour that we have leave to approach to Almighty God 1n any way that he 
will appoint. The Divine Wiſdom hath made choice "of an Ingenuous 
Faith as the Foundation of all entercourſe with Eternal Truth; and that 
Principle doth then declare its Nature and Power where ſufticient Caules 
of Belief are given,though they are not ſuch as do compel our Aflent, or 
leave no room for Doubt, if men will pertinaciouſly endeavour to cavil 
againſt the Truth. Religion ought to have a Prudential Bottom, becauſ: 
It isa Rational Worſhip of God, and cannot confiſt except it be ſuppor:- 
ted with Reaſon ; but it hath no ſuch Motives as to force obedience from 
the moſt Wicked. If God ſhould appear in his Glory, it would amaze 
men into belief by fight ; and if he ſhould ſo extort ſubmiſſion from his 
Creatures, they would have nothing left whereof they could make a 
free-offering to him, | 

Let medeſire you,*D3aporow,to conſider what an Indecorum It were to 
change the Method of Vertue which God hath put. God hath promis'd 
Happineſs to mankind upon fair Terms,for he hath made Vertue the com: 
mon Rode to it, which is ſmooth and agreeable to our Nature : Is it not 
then unreaſonable, that they ſhould come to the journey s end which de- 
cline the way? It is upjuſt that thoſe who have indiſpos'd themlelves for a 
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happy ſtare, ſhould afterward meet with ſuch things as ſuit their Diſpo- 
fition? How can they hope to receive a Crown, which never did any 
thing worthy of it? It 1s more patience then they deſerve that God bears 
with them till they Trifle away their whole Lite, eſpecially having fre- 
quently perſwaded them to the Contrary, Since God pleaſeth himſelf : 
- with the Ingenuous converſe of ſome few which Love him of choice; 
he is not to be blamed by ſuch as do not devote their Souls to him; be: 
cauſe as he doth an ivfinite Courteſte to Holy Souls whilſt he takes 
pleaſure in them , ſo he hath highly deſerv'd of rhoſe which are un- 
done, becauſe they have miſplac'd their Afﬀe@ions upon mean 
Objects. 
Here Diaporon replied, But fince,Dear Prince,it is our [ntereſt to be 
Good, and God is moſt Gracious in his Nature, and knows that we are ' 
very weak; it ſeems congruous to thoſe Conſiderations, that he ſhould 
have made the Method of our Happineſs eafter, by taking out of our 
way thoſe Tentations which ſometimes make us fit down, and ſometimes 
lead us alide. Sure * Diaporon, (aid the Prince, you have a great love * g,. uz, 
to [dleneſs, or elſe your Temper is more Cowardly then I imagin'd, dontrs. 
Would you have thought it better if God had made us without Facul- 
ties ? or, ſince they are beltow'd upon us,do you thiok it fitthey ſhould 
be uſclels You find fault with this World, becauſe it is not a Stadinr 
where men receive the Prize which never ruo for it. If you had not fond 
Paſſions, you would not deſire that men be rewarded for doing nothing. 
Is it a thiog worthy of God to beſtow Felicity upon ſuch as will do what 
they pleaſe, and (light the Obſervation of ſuch DireCtions as he hath de- 
clard to be the only Means allow'd for the obtaining that Excellent 
End? You would have God govern the World by ſuch Rules as ſup- 
poſe Mean to be ſcarce any thing, How came you to be thus {-ft Diaporon? 
Will you not keep your way when you travel, if another Road croſs it? 
Will you leave oft your thoughts of going Home,becaule you ſee hand- 
ſome Inns by the way? Hath God commanded us any thing but that 
which is Good ? Hath he forbidden us any thing but that which doth us 
hurt We may evjoy what pleaſeth us ſo long as it is profitable : he hath 
made our Bound only where it is not to our benefit to gofurther, and 
ſhall we be ſo untharkful and ſtupid as tocall it a Tentation that we have 
not leave to do our ſelves a miſchief? If in any thing you take pains, 
doth not the pleaſure of a Vertuous Induſtry and the great Reward 
which is promis'd,infioitely exceed your ſmall Labour? What are you af- 
fraid of ? Alas / the Roſe-buſh hath prickles uponit 3 you are ſorry that 
God hath made any thipg that doth bite. Coward, if ſome things have 
Tecth, you have Hands and Eyes, can you not look tg your ſelf £ What 
would you never go alone, Child ? You are troubled that you have not a 
perpetual Keeper afſign'd to you. This 1s a fooliſh objection: God hath 
made Day ia vainfor ſuch as are offended with the Light of the Sun, and 
laid Rewards to ſmall purpoſe before ſuch as hate Action ; and we muſt 
needs think that all thoſe do, whom every trifling Accident tempts to be | 
Idle. kr | \ vl 
When the Prince had ſaid theſe words, he left his Chair, and walk'd [ 4 
up and down the Room:but perceiving a melancholy in Diaporon's Coun- | "N 
tenance, he ask'd him if he was troubled with any thing which was ſpo- 
ken.No,excellent Prince,replied Dzaporon, but I have ſome ſcruples yet, 
from which, if it were not uncivil, I ſhould beglad to be delivered by 
your gentle hands. Propound them then, ſaid the Prince, and we will dif 
courſe walking. Then Diaporon proceeded thug : I ſhoul acquieſce in 
L'2 the 
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the Reaſons which you havealledged concerning the (tate of Vertue and 
Vice,but that I am told there is vo ſuch Liberty as you have mention'd; in 
that all thiogs are moved by the Laws of an Invincible Neceffity,and that 
all Cauſes are chain'd to their Effets by ſuch a Fatal Connexion,that 10 
EfeQion, Witor Power can break the leaſt Link : which if it betrue, 

our fair Diſcourſe concerning Choice is but a pleaſant Impoſture. Par- 
ticularly they ſay, That wt are made in our Natures what we are, and 
detertnio'd in our AGtions to what we do by the Influences of the Stars, 
from which alfo by an inevitable Order we are to expect our Condition 
of Life for all the time that we are in Being. The Prince replied, tore- 
ſolve the firſt part of your Objection, Diaporon, I would have you to 
conſider whether it be likely that Men are no more Authors of their 
AQions then thoſe Automate which are moy'd with ſprings of Steel; ot 
whether we do no more deſerve blame for Irregular Actions thena watch 
ought to be beaten when it goes wrong, When Mea live Vertuouſly,are 
they nomore to be prais'd then the Tools of an Artiſt which have been 
imploy*Jin making an excellent Machine ? Did the Helleſpont deſerve 
as much to be whipt for the revraey the Ships of Xerxes, as a Parricide 
to ſuffer Death for the Murthering his Father? Or was it as rational if 
that proud Perſſan to write Letters to Mount Athes, as for Atofſato have 
reproy'd her Son for that Folly > What difference can there be between 
any of the foremention'd Iaſtances, if all things be tyed by the Laws 
of invincible Deſtiny, and are exttinſecally determin'd to all their A- 
@ions ? Thoſe who can ſwallow ſuch abſurdities heed make oo ſcruple 
of throwing Vertue and Vice out of the World : and indeed by enter- 
taining the foreſaid Opinions they are oblig'd to do it. But God forbid, 
* Diaporon, that you ſhould ingage it ſuch monſtrous wickedneſs, 

Let me tell you alſo, added the Prince, that what you ſaid concerning 
the Stars is moſt extravagant; If you can imagine ſuch Fancies to be Cre- 
dible, you are prepar'd to believe all thoſe Ridiculous Fables which idle 
Dreamers have reported concerning the Stars. Theſe pretenders to new 
Principles of knowledg, which ſcorn the old becauſe they did not invent 
them, and it may be becauſe their neceſſary Conſequences are altogether 
unacceptable to their debauch'd Humour, would have us think that by 
the Motions of the Heavevs and various Circumrotations of the Stars a 
Matter was generated at firſt, which being ſpred and ſown in the Earth 
gave a Being to Men. A ſtory of the ſame Credibility with Lucian's Den- 
drite, and may paſs in the ſame Ravk with the Fable of Dexcalion and 
Pyrrha. It by theſe omnipotent Influences men became Rational Ctea- 
tures, | ſuppoſe ſome piercing Efffuxes which proceeded from the Bull's 
Horns boar'd their heads with two holes before, and one of each fide, 
that they might hear and peep through them 3 and that their Maſculine 
Irradiations make Boyes, as the Feminine do Girles. To what other Cauſe 
ſhould we aſcribe the Difference of Sexes? I gueſs alſo that from ſome 
extraordinary Illapſes their Rival Fortune-tellers, the Gypſies, took 
their Original, 

But which will they ſay,Dzaporon,that theſe potent Stars produce theſe 
admirable Effets, Ignorantly or Knowingly & If they do it Ignorantly,we 
muſt ſuppoſe that they run round like blind Horfes tied to a Mill-whee]. 
But for Honour fake I ſuppoſe they will ſay that they do it knowingly,and 
ſo every Star is an underſtanding perſon: & it is no gteat boldneſs to af- 
firm that,for ſome old dotivg Nations made them Gods, and beſtow*d,as 
It was fit,divine Worſhip upon them, as they did alfo upon every Eatthly 


Beivg which was beneficial to them,committing not only ſtupid Idolatry, 
but 
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but Ingrateful Sacriledge ; for they-robb'd the Maſter of his Honour to | 


give it to his Vaſlals. We may now eaſily imagine what other rare feats 
theſe knowing Stars do perform: Certainly the Sun and Moon, oo mean 
perſons, have excellent Diſcourſes when they talk together in their Con- 
janRions. The Tirks (thoſe grand Maſters of Learning) have inform'd 
us that they lie together in the Eclipſes, and beget Btars, A fair ſolution 
of the Phenomenon of new Stars which are ſometimes obſerv'd by Aſtro- 
nomers. The Sun is Hot, and therefore every Night goes to bed in the 
cool waters of the Atlantick Ocean, and makes oblique Motions toward 
the Tropicks to refreſh himſelf at the Fountains of Cold, the Poles; and 
by his nezrer approaches viſits one of them in Summer, and the other in 
Winter, leſt they ſhould take his too-long abſence unkindly, for they are 
very ſenſible, eſpecially of Civilities, Itis very likely that the Moon is 
the Sun's Wifezand that with his leave ſhe doth ſometimes officiouſly ſup. 
ply his abſence in the Night,leſt the darken'd Hemiſphere ſhould fall out 
with her Husband. It would trouble us to gueſs what theſe living Crea- 
tures do feed upon, for they muſt needs be hungry and thirſty ; but that 
we may remember that the Earth and Sea, not unthankful for the daily 
Courtelics which they receive from them, do continually exhale Tribu- 
tary Vapours to keep their Benefattours alive. 

Theſe are the Great Princes which Domineer over this lower World, 
who by the Sidereal Influences, which are ſent down from their high and 
mighty Powers, do raiſe Humane Spirits and Afﬀairs as eaſily as the full 
Moonſwells a Cat's Eyes. Theſe Potentates dwell in thoſe Magnificent 
Houſes which Judicial Aſtrologers have built for them, founded not 
much unlike to Caſtles in the Air. Without queſtion they have an 
excellent Polity among them, and the Greater Powers glve order to 
thoſe which are Inferiour, who dare not be diſobedient to them what- 
ſoever it coſts them. Is is manifeſt, in that poor Diarra loſt her Temple 
which was burnt at Epheſ#s that night when Alexander was born, be- 
cauſe ſhe was ſent by order of ſome higher Intelligence to be Olimpia's 
Midwife. Theſe ſenſible Stars may well be thoſe Wheels upon which 
the Fates of the World are ſpun, and accordingly the Circumvolutions 
of the Heavens muſt be the turning of thoſe wheels. I ſuppoſe that the 
Puny Stars may be the Parce's Spindles, of which they make uſe 
when they draw the contemptible Threds of mean Fortunes or ſhore 
Lives. 

It may be, ſaid the Prince, Continuing his diſcourſe, you think me 
too pleaſant in reſolving this ſcruple ; but how can I, Diaporon,give any 
other then Jocular anſwers to ſuch a Frivolous Doubt? I wonder, 
if you will have tne more ſerious, how Humane Nature came to be guil- 
ty of ſuch a groſs Paralogiſm, as to believe that becauſe the Sun hath 
a known Influence of Hear, that therefore it hath as many more as men 
pleaſe to aſſign to it, (fome of which are little leſs then Contradiftory 
tocachother; for they ſay it both heats and mviſtens) or becauſe the 
Sun hath ſome conſtant operations which are Regular and deprehen- 
fible by Reaſon, therefore we may attribute other fantaſtical Effects 
to it which have no foundation in Obſervation, Who knows not that 
the Sun, the eldeſt Sonof Nature and Father of the Day, the Foun- 
tain of our Light, and that General Fire which warms all the World, 
doth accompliſh rare things upon our Terreſtial Globe ? That It 
makes the four different Seaſons of the Year, in which earthly Bodies 
are obſerv'd to ſuffer very conſiderable Mutations ? In Spring it makes 
the Herbs to grow, the Plants to Bud, the Trees to Flouriſh; in 
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Sammer it ripens Fruits, and adorns the Earth with Flowers; aud in Au- 
tumo, having finiſh'd his Anniverſary task with us,having the ſawe work 
to do in another place, begins to withdraw, that then alſo the exhauſted 

| Ground may repairits ſelf all Winter with cold and moiſture againſt the 
next Spring. Theſe are known Effects, and we perteive that they flow 
from the Acceſs, Abode, and Receſs of that aſſured Iofluence, Heat : but 
what is that to thoſe ſtrange Produdts which have no dependence upon 
any known Virtue in the Sun, but are as fictious as thoſe Conſequences 
which Deluders do Variouſly'feign? They have no foundation in Rea- 
ſon, except this be ſufficient, that becauſe the Sun is an excelent Inſtru- . 
ment, it is a Principal Agent ; or rather becauſe it can do ſomething, it can 
do all things, which is to ſay, becauſe it is a brave Creature, it is a God. 
I cannot imagine upon what other ground they ſhould aſlert that the 
Sun doth create Prophets as well as make the Graſs to grow,and beftow 
rare Abilities upon Law-givers, and adorn ſome great Miniſters of Re- 
ligion with the power of Miracles, as eaſily as it can melt a Ball of 
SOOW, 

It were not difficult to give you, Diaporon, a particular notice of the 
manifeſt falſhood of thoſe inconfiſtent Principles with which thoſe pre: 
tenders to Aſtrological knowledg endeavour to ſupport their Errors 
with which they would abuſe you ; but it would be too long at pre- 
ſent, and fince we ſhall meet often, I will doit when you pleaſe. 1 believe 
by this time you are willing to retire, ſaid the Prince , continuing his 

* One whe de- Speech to ® Aproneni, and Diaporon, for we have talk'd a good while; 1 
1.49% willonly ſtay you fo long as to give you a little Advice, for I perceive 
b One whe you have been converſant with Atheiſts, who though they dare not ſpeak 
—_— direQly, yet if you examine what they ſay, you will find that thoſe Ar- 
gumens which are usgd to traduce the Providence of God, ſerveno leſs 
- to impugn his Beeing. I preſume the rather to give you a friendly notice 
of your Danper, becauſe Atheiſm is not only ſtain'd with ingratitude,but 
is commonly rooted ina love of Sin, and nouriſh'd with a defire to live 
with an unregulated Will. When men have perſwaded themſelves that 
there is nv Divine Power,to whoſe Laws they owe an Obedient Regard, 
they think they may indulge themſelves ina Voluptuous Life without 
controll. They devy the beeing of God, leſt they ſhould be put to the 
trouble of giving him holy Worſhip ; and when they ſeem to allow a 
Deity, they confine him to the ſuper-acrial Regions, leſt being plac'd too 
' nearthem he ſhould take notice of what they do here below, and fo for 
fear of being call'd to an account for their enormous pradtices,they deny 
his Providence. | 

Your Civility, ſaid Diaporos to the Prince, is infinitely obligiog 5 but I 
hope my Errour, if I be miſtaken,is not ſo dangerous as you pretend, That 
great Philoſopher wham we honour as the Maſter of our Sect doth nor, 
I confeſs, acknowledg a Providence 3 but 1 ſuppoſe it is not only for 
thoſe Reaſons which I have mention'd, but as thinking it is below a 
God to mind ſuch ſmall things, or that it would be troubleſome to his 
Happineſs. It is well known that he confeſs'd an Eternal and moſt bleſſed 
Beeing,and affirm'd that he ought to be worſhipp'd for the Excellency of 
his Divine Nature : and as your Reaſon will not permit you to think that 
he did not believe a Deity, becauſe he reproach'd the Gods of his own 
Countrey, againſt whom he had but too much to ſay ; ſo 1 hope your 
Charity will not let you call him Athieſt, although he thought that Di- 

4 ſhort a-- vine Beeing did take no care of this lower World. 
compt of EP'®0 I know well, ſaid the Prince, that your Se& doth magnifie Fpicurus as 
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the Inventor of Truth and the Architect of Happinefs, who having only 
been honour'd to ſee what is True, had redeem'd the World trom errour, 
21d declared the Methods of a ble{I-d Life, which before were unknown: 
but I know no Reaſon for any ſuch Encomium,both becauſe a great part 
of his Philoſophy was not his own, and that which he added to what he 
borrow'd (to fay no worle) js altogether Conterptible to Wiſe men ; for 


he aſſerted the loweſt ſorts of bodily pleaſureto be the ſupreme Happi- 


neſs of mco. This Imputation is not faſtned upon him by Ignorance in 
Hiſtory, as ſome of his Admirers would make the World believe; for by 
thoſe Relations which we find there, we have as much reaſon to doubt 
whether he himſelt were a Temperate perſon, 'as to be affured that his 
Followers were not, Though Laertizs hath ſpoken in his behalf,, and,to 
vindicate his Reputation, ſays that his Scholars did either Ignorantly 
or wilfully miſtake him ; yet his profels'd Diſciple and great Admirer Lu- 
cian, (who preferr'd him before all other Philoſophers, and extoll'd him 
wich the higheſt words which can be beſtow'd upon a Man) comparing 
him with Ariſtipps and Democritns his Maſters, ſays, that he exceeded 
them both in [mpiety and Luxury. And we know that Cicero, an Author 
more Faith- worthy then Laertiys,objeGted to one of Fpicurus his friends 
his unworthy Definition of Happinels, quoting it in his own words, and 
reproaching the ſence of it, aſſerts that Epicaras did acknowledg no Hap- 
vines diſtinct from ſoft and obſcene Pleaſures, of which he us'd to 
*:\courſe by Name without bluſhing, He reports alfo concerning A/e1r0- 
:/:rur, who was Epicurus his moſt intimate Companion,that he did ſcorn- 
t:i'|y diſdain his brother Timocrates, becauſe he made a doubt whether 
a'i things which belong to a happy Life are to be meaſur'd by the Belly, 
and offer'd to ſhew Velleixs his books if he queſtion'd the Allegation. 
His Garden was not ſhut againſt Whores ; Leontinm was the chief, fa- 
mous for her bold writing agaioſt Theophraſtur, and who caſt a ſufficient 
dilp1:agement of impotent Luſt upon Epicuras, even when he was grown 
old, ina Letter which ſhe wrote to Lamia, yet extant. 


But this is not a matter which | care to contend for, whether EFpicurns 


was ſo Voluptuous as theſe report him to have been, or to ſhew that his 
Followers were egregioully difſolute,which is not diſputed ; but to prove 
that his Principles did ſo diſpoſe men to Vice, that he ſaid moſt truly 
who long ago aſſerted, Let thoſe which would be Excefiively Intempe- 
rate, prepare themſelves to enjoy their defice by embracing the Epicurear 
Philoſophy. | 

[t is ſtrange to me that Epicarss ſhould be ſo magnified for his Philo- 
ſophy, fince (as I ſaid before) the greateſt part of it is not his: He took 
the beſt Flowers in his Garden from Democritxs , without asking his 
leave, neither did he give him thanks for them afterward. It is a blur 
upon him upon Record, that he did alſo ingratefully throw mud and 
ſtones into that Well from whence he water'd his Garden. But | chiefly 
blame him for thoſe DoEtrines which are by his own Se Klign'd to him 
as his proper Opinions, ſome of which you have repeated ; for by them 
all he deprav'd the Philoſophy of Democritus , expos'd Humane Na- 
ture as a prey to  Licentiouſneſs, exprelly denied God's Provi- 
der cc, and only Ironically acknowledged a Deity, and fo undermii'd 
Religion, 

That he debas'd humane Nature,is prov'd already;for what can be more 
unworthy of a Man,then to uſe his Reaſon to make him more pertetly a 
Beaſt? That the extirpation of all Religious Obſervance of God was his 
Defjgn,is manifeſt both by the acknowledgment of his greatelt Diſciples, 

aud 
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and by the oature of his Diſceurſe. Velleius, extoll d by his Contempora- 
ries as equal to any of Epicurys his Schollars that were Greeks, & preferr'd 
before all the Romians,embrac'd his Principles being afraid of that Omoi- 
{cient God which other Sets put as a perpetus] Obſerver of Humane 
Adions,to whoſe Judgement he was not willing to be obnoxious for what 
he ſaid or did. He did rationally hope for exemption from theſe fears in 
the School of Epicurns; for Lucretius,who took the pains to pur his Philo- 
ſophy into Verſes, hath recorded it as his Immortal Glory,that he was the 
firſt that ventur'd to ſet his Face, againſt Heaven,durſt diſclaim Religion, 
and brought Arguments againſt jt into the Field of Diſputation , which 
made Devotion tremble and flie out of the Souls of Men, & trampled un- 
der his Victorious feet that which durſt refiſt him,and then triumph'd over 
it. Some,I know,do excuſe this attempt with a ſmooth Interpretation,that 
he did not engage agaioſt Religion, but that groſs Superſtition which was 
pracis'd by the Sottiſh part of the Heathen World. If that were all,we 
ſhould have no reaſon to find fault, neither would Lacretivs have any 
great cauſe to boaft of his Maſter's Valour: For the Superſtition which he 
- vanquiſh'd was but a Cowardly thing ; and the Gods who were honour'd 
by it were ſo contemptible, that they could not defend them{clves nor 
their worſhip from the juſt ſcorn of Wiſe men. It was a moſt miſerable 
PiQre of Divinity which was made up of all the P:ſſions and Vices of 
the worſt of menz& their Religion was proportionable, for ic principally 
conſiſted of ſuch Rites and Performances as were Oblations only fit for 
Devils. But true Religion, which is a Maſculine Principle, Rational in its 
Original, being founded in knowledg and Juſtice, and noble in its Pro- 
du&s, is affronted by its Arguments. For he not only denies Gods Regard 
of us,for which chiefly we are oblig'd to acknowledg him with Religious 
Adoration; but hath given ſuch uuworthy Characters of his Eternal Be- 
. Ing, which he pretends to own, that he doth rather expoſe him to Con- 
tempt then promote his Worſhip. Haviog left his molt beautiful Attri- 
butes out of his Deſcription,he hath drawo only a wan Image with a few 
inconſiderable Delineations,ſuch as are to be ſeen in the firſt Draughts of 
a PiQure; for which cauſe, if there had been no other Reafon,it was juſt 
* /Piturs that his God was anciently derided by the name of * A/onogrammus. What 
rudely delinea* ſtrange kind of God muſt that needs be which doth oothing? It he have 
"7 an Almighty Power, his Omnipotence is beſtow'd upon him to no pur- 
poſe ; if he have not, he is Contemptible for his Weakneſs. He ſays his 
Eternal Being is to be worſhip't for his Excellent Nature : but how can 
we believe that he hath an Excellent Nature, who is devoid of the grea- 
teſt perfeQtion of Being, Goodneſs? It is the Glory of all brave Natures 
to be Good, and it is the Luſtre of the Divine Majeſty that it is the Beſt : 
But what Goodneſs is it io that Nature which (as he confeſſerh) doth de: 
light it ſelf in its own pleaſures, and neither did, doth, nur will do any 
thing elſe # Igitlikely that Men will acknowledg anldle thing fitting in 
Heaveo with folded Hands, for a God? Is that a proper fignitication of 
his Bleſſednefſs, that he hath nothing to do? Is he worthily praiſed who is 
reported to be like thoſe delicate people, who eſteem Idlenefs ſo great 
a Felicity, that they would judge themſelves unhappy it they had any 
Employment to attend? Doth he rationally perſwade us to worthip God 
who tells us that we were never beholden to him, and that he is refolv'd - 
never to take any care of us, nor doth more regard our Adorations then 
if we did blaſpheme him ? Will the vulgar honour him for a God, whoſe 
excellent Nature a Philoſopher reprocheth with ſuch baſe Repreſentati- 
ons? Shall not diſcernivg perſons conclude that he is an Athicſt really, 
who 


© 
ED 


4 


Book V. Bentibolio and Ulranta. 65 
who aſſerting 8 Godhead in words, ſpeaks ſo unworthily of him as to 
hinder thoſe which heard him from believiog what he ſaid 2 That this was 
the ſenſe of ſame of the beſt of Ancieot Philoſophers concerning Epicu- 
rus his Theology, is evident to ſuch as know Books. 
He did prudently to talk of God, for fear of drivking in Socrates his 
Cup: but he was infinitely below the generous Simplicity of that brave 
mapzfor he deliver'd his Opinion plainly,but this declar'd his mind in ſuch 
fight words,that he diſcover'd he had torm'd no nabler Conceptions of 
the Immortal Godhead then of the Vulgar Idols,nor equal to thoſe eſti- 
matiaps which his Neighbours had of Statues of Stone ; but it was ſuffici- 
ent to his purpoſes,if they ſerv'd him for an Antidote againſt the 4theniart 
oiſon;I muſt confeſs I do not wonder ſo much at his prevarication, when 
[ ſee ſome of his Followers, who pretend to do hanour to God by beſtow: 
iog Glorious Actributes upon him, ſlur it by ſaying they gave him thoſe 
Titles only 'as Poets write flatteries in a Sopg. | 
I have oþſerv d how variouſly this ſort of men uſe their Wit to exco- 
gitate devices by which they may caſt diſreſpe& upan God, whilſt ſome 
eny his Beciog, aud others diſallow his Providence; ſome ſay that 
God is aBenefactor to us in that poſſibly he governs the World, though 
he did pot make it, only orders things which had an eternal Exiſtence 
from themſclyes. Thoſe which have read the ſtory of Yauninus, know 
bow little Atheiſts delire to be believ'd when they ſpeak any thing in fa- 
vqur of God. This new Notion is no great favour, I confeſs; but it is 
the leſs, becauſe it is incredible. How ſhall God obtain ſuch a Domi- 
nion ayer that which he did not make? It was either given to him, or 
lent, or elſe he took it by force, or bought it, or it was pawn'd to him ; 
He came to it by Succeſſion or Right of Occupancy, or poſlibly was 
bired to govera it for ſome other, But theſe are ſuch Impious Vani- 
tics, * Diaporon, that we cannot imagine they were delign'd to any * one who 
abaig purpoſe, but to deprive God of all Title ro Creation or Governe **** 
nt. 
But Epicurss, knowiog it was a []ur upon the Divine Prudence, if God 
being ackaowled'd to have made the World, ſhould have left it without 
Government, beſtow'd the honour of Creation upon Dewocritns his A- 
toms, by which he hath ſufficiently diſcover'd what he eſtcem'd to be the 
Caulc of all thjugs ; aod though, it was Glory enough to his Mock-God 
to confeſs jocularly the Excellency of his Divioe Beeing, and look'd up: 
on it as no ſmall Courteſie that he exempted his Delicacy from the care ? 
of any thing but Pleaſure,pretendiog, as you ſay, that the Government of 
the World isa thing below the Divine Majeſty, or too troubleſame to his 
Happineſs. Theſe two Allegations might ſignif ſomething more then they 
do,Diaporon,it we did not know that Ingenious perſons want not yarious 
pretences to diſmiſs that Company with which they are not pleggd, Why | 
ſhould it be below a God to Govera the Warld? Is it pot worthy of a Ws 
Creator to overlook thoſe things which he hath made? The Creation was | 
not unworthy of God, and ics no leſs becoming himto preſerve then to | 
make, You may as well {ay that it is below Gad to be Goad, as to ſay | 
that be is above a Charitable Regard to his Creatures, The moſt Be- 
nigo Father of the Creation doth not abandon the Orphan World to 
the careleſs diſpoſal of blind Chance, or to be commanded by the 
ſavage Paſſions and turbulent Humours of exorbitant men, who 
would ſoon make it uohabitable to thoſe who are moſt worthy to live 
in it ; nor doth he deſpiſe their Concernments in it, but doth find rea- 
{ons for his continued Care ia his own woare Goodneſs. The Corporen! 
| or! 
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World isnot contemptible,for it is a viſible Image of the Divine Perfe&ti- 
onszand whilſt God doth order all affairs in it by his Almighty Wiſdom, he 
doth illuſtrate that Glaſs from which his Glories are refle&ed. That good- 
ly Machine,the Univerſe, the regolar Motions of the Heaveos;the Vicifli. 
tudes of Seaſons, the alternate Mutation of Bodies, the fafety of the 
whole Syſtem notwithſtanding the rude Clafhings of turbulent Matter, 
and the Symmetry of all the parts preſerv'd intire notwithſtanding the 
frequent concourſes of contrary Principles,ſhew not only the power and 
preſence of a Great Mind,but affure us that God pleaſeth himſelf to take 
care of his Works. Becauſe Goodneſs is eſſential to God,he is not weari- 
ed with Irgratitude,he makes his Suo to ſhine upon Atheiſts. That which 
was Courtefie at firſt to the Ignorant, continues til] it grow Mercy to the 
Unthankful. Selfiſh Spirits are ubacquainted with this Divine perfeQion, 
and thiok all labour loſt which is beſtow'd upon the Good of others;and, 
being indigent Souls,ſtand in need of all that they can do for themſelves, 
But God is inexhauſtible in his Sufficiency and infrnite in his Good- will, 
and can ſupply the Neceffities of all hisCreatures,expeRing no return but 
what is their Benefit which give it. Why ſhould men phaoſte this employ- 
ment below God? For as none is ſo ſtupid as not to acknowledg many 
' of his Greater Works to be Excellentzthat is, Products of great Skill and 
vaſt Power; ſo thoſe which are but ſmall in bulk teſtifie as much Art, and 
are valued proportionably by ſuch as have judgment in things, and they 
are convinc'd that it was more then a little Skill that made them, fince 
their Compoſition is ſo Myſterions that it requires a great knowledg to 
underſtand it, That many things which ſeem but mean have no excellent 
Uſes, becauſe the Ignorant know not what they aregis no more juſt a Con- 
ſequence; then that a Lute is only fit to carty Aſhes, becauſe a poor Wo. 
man doth ſo miſ-employ that rareUtenfil ſometimes for want of aDuſt-bar- 
rel, Thoſe Imperfe@ pieces of the Creation,thar is, which are ſo eſteem'd 
by undiſcerning perſons , could no more have been ſpar'd then little 
pins can be rejected which hold together the Frame of a curious Watch: 
[t may be we think ſome things little, becauſe we have conceiv'd our 
ſelves to be greater then we are. All thipgs are but ſmall if we compare 
them with God's Beeing : but to ſay that any thing is too little for his 
Care,is to reproach him for labour ill beſtow'd in the waking of it, 

But whereas you fay it is Civil to exempt the Divine Majeſty from an 
Employment fo troubleſome to his Happineſs : It is an Officiouſneſs fo far 
from Civility, that it is the greateſt Diſhonour imaginable, and ſhews 
with what mean Conceptions they have bounded the Divine Power 
which ſpeak ſuch poor words concerning it, God is an omnipreſent Good- 
neſs, piercing through all things with bis powerful Wiſdom with more fa- 
cility then the Sun can dart Light'and Heat through the Air, Water and 
Earth. A Man, which is oo great thing, can govern a Ship amongſt raging 
waves, can guide a Chariot drawn by fierce Horſes, can rule an Army 
conſiſting of vaſt Multitudes of valiant Souldiers, and, by the aſliſtance 
of a little borrow'd prudence, can manage the Afﬀairs of many King- 
doms, and wrap up their principal Concernments in a few thoughts : 
And ſhall not he which made Man do much with Eaſe as well as he can 
do a little with Trouble ? Cannot he accompliſh his Deſigns without 
any diſturbance, when his Creature ooly fails for want of Skill or Power 
to force the Spirits ofthoſe whom he doth govern into Obedience? God 
needs not to ſend Scouts into forein Parts for Intelligence, he wants no 
help to obſtruct the Machinations of bis Enemies, he can make them de» 


ſtrc y one another, He is not diſtrafted with cares, he vever ſuffer'd 7 
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Diſappointment. He dwells in the mid(t of a terene Light, and ſees all 
things at one view,and with a powerful Hand keeps an undiſturb'dOrder 
in his Afairs. This is the Reaſon of that perfe& Conſort which is between 
the Parts of the Creation; and his Government is no more interrupted 
by ſome Accidents which feem to Jarr withit, then an Harmonical Com- 
polition Is diſorder'd with Half-Notes well placd, Thoſe Inſtances of 
Government wherein the Methods of Prudence or Juſtice ſeem to be 
contradicted, and with which we find fault becauſe we know not how 
they agree with all parts of his Deſign, are pot more juſtly blameable, 
then Kace-Timber, without which ſhips cannot be built, 1s to be fligh- 
red becauſe it is crooked, So that all the Favour which this Argument 
made up of a pretence of Civility doth beſtow upon Godzjis to repreſent 
him Ignorant, Impotent, or Envious : It muſt be Weaknels or want of 
Skill, that he cannot goveru 'all things, or want of Goodneſs, that he 
will not take any care of his works ; and he isa Bleſſed Beeing ina very 
unhappy ſenſe, being ſuppos'd a God, who is defective in any of theie 
Reſpedts. 

Here the Prince, reſolving to make an end of the preſent Diſcourſes, 
concluded thus: As I would not have been willing to upbraid Epicurss 
with this Groſs Ignorance, fince he had bot the happineſs to look upon 
things by the light of Divine Revelation, which not many years aſter his 
time {hind upon the deluded World ; fo I ſhould not have troubled my 
ſelfnor you,Gentlemen, with ſo large a Confutation of this Errour, buc 
that the Method of our Converſation and the Danger of ſo great a Mi- 
ſtake requir'd it, I doubt not but you eſteemir an extreme folly to retaia 
an Errour which God hath made known,and know that the plea of Anti 
quity is vainly applied to Falſhood, ſince Truth is more ancient ; and that 
It is an unworthy rudeneſs not to accept of the Notice of Truth, becauſe 
formerly you have been acquainted with her Enemy. 

Thus ended the amicable Diſpute between the Prince and his Keepers: 
but his Arguments ſo captivated their minds, and his Sweetneſs had fo 
prevail'd upon their AfﬀeCtions, that they wiſh'd it might conſiſt with 
their Duty to ſet him at Liberty, and manifeſted the humble Reſpects 
which they had for him in ſeveral Expreſſions of Sympathy. The Prince, 
with an Air which ſignified the ſerevity of his Generous Soul, replicd ; 
My friends, I am not unſenfibly of Ingenuity whereſoeverT find it ; but 
defire that you would not expreſs your Love to me 1n avy pedautical no- 
tion of Pity, The Miſerable may be compaſſhonated ; but I hope I have 
given you no juſt occaſion to reckon me as one of thatnumber. I have 
many times taken a ſerious notice of the Afictions of my friends; butl 
never us*d ſuch a pity as made me take a ſhare of their grief without lef- 
ſeniog their part. I account that Compaſſion only worthy of a Man, 
which is ſo expreſs'd that it delivers him that ſuffers from his Calamity : 
All elſe is deſpicable, becauſe there is no reaſon that two ſhould be affli- 
ted for one. If you be not, as poſſibly you are not, able to expreſs this 
ſort of Pity, do not trouble me nog your ſelves with vain AﬀeCtions. 1 
know that the Rode which leads to the other World hath fo many Vari- 
eties of Good and Bad, that when I meet with the worſt, I do not think 
my (elf out of the Way. I have no power ro make it all plain, neither 


have I bargain'd with God to make it ſmooth for me, My mind is fix'd . 


upon the thoughts of my Journey's End, and if I may arrive in God's pre: 
ſence at laſt, I am much unconcern'd 1n any thing which may happen 
till that time, Undeſerv'd Diſgrace, a Father's Suſpicion, a cloſe Pri- 
ſon, an immature Death, and that baſten'd by Malice and Fallhaod, are 
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all Welcome. A Storm doth no hurt which brings a Mariner ſooner to his 
Port,though his Bark fiok theregif he ſave his Lading, where he muſt have 
If the Hull however, I ſpeak not theſe words out of Deſpair of Reſtau- 
ration,for that is poſſible enough in it ſelf, and I have no cauſe to make it 
improbable, who have Innocence for a Bottom of Hope : I do not think 
there is any difficulty io the Divine Methods, becauſe I underſtand them 
not,nor do appoint God a time to beſtow thoſe Courtefies which I do not 
abſolutely pray that I may receive, Dramatiſts do uſually (o lay theirPlot, 
that it is neareſt to take effect when it ſeems to be a loſt buſineſs. For my 
own part,l proteſt I do not defire God ſhould alter the courſe of his Pro- 
vidence to accomodate my preſent Condition ; neither will I think that 
any thing falls out amiſs, though he permits that which I unjuſtly ſuffer 
from my adverſaries not to be reCtified in this Life,fince I know it will be 
ſetin order in another World to my infinite Advantage. Though I might 
be troubled at the Myſtery of my Afﬀiction, becauſe I am a I 
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quainted with the Cauſe of it,yet I am ſatisfied in the Wiſdom ang Juſtice 
of the Divine pleaſure 3 and I hope that God, who is the lover of Truth 
and patron of Innocence, if he allow no means of my Reſcue, will how- 
ever vindicate my Reputation,by which means my Name will riſe again, 
and live when am dead. If I knew the Inſtruments of my Adverſity, v 
ſhould no more attribute my ſuffering to them as having any Concern in 
the principal Deſign of it, then if I were aſſured that two Angels did play 
at Cheſs inviſibly, T would think that the Knights and Pawns did put 
themſelves from one place to another, becauſe I could not diſcern the 
power that mov'd them. So far as I think Grief becomes me, 1 am ſorry 
for thoſe who, having, as I am afraid, no principles of Attioi but Ambi- 
tion and Covetouſnelſs, have done me wrong, and engag'd you in an un- 

Here * Apronens and * Di5aporon making Excuſes for fo long a Viſit,(but 
which they would not have liked fo well if it had been ſhorter) took a 
humble leave of the Prince. Diaporon being very paſſionate in his defires 
to deliver one whom he jJudg'd moſt unworthy to be a Priſoner, weot 
with 4Apronexs to his Lodgings, and beginning to diſcourſe, ask'd him 
how he liked the Prince's Philoſophy,- and what he thought of his De- 
portment. I cannot tell, ſaid 4pronaus, whether I ſhould admire more his 
Wit or his Patience ; but asI plainly perceive that a Priſon isno reſtraiut 
to his generous Soul, ſol am made to believe that Virtue is the Foundati- 
on of his Courage, and that there is more Providence in the World then 
* Dogmapornes doth acknowledg. If Virtue be ſo happy when it is efli- 
ted, I think a Sinner is not ſafe though he be unpuniſh'd for a time, How: 
ever it be, I will endeavour tounderſtand whether it be a Reality or no, 
{fince1t makes her Lovers ſo content with all ſorts of Fortune, For my 
part, anſwer'd Diaporoy, ſetting aſide the Dignity of a Prince which God 
hath beſtow'd upon Alethion, I ſhould be glad to be in a worſe Condition 
then he now ſuffers, ſo I might but have the experience of that Goodneſs 
which poſlefſeth his Soul. Since Wiſdom enters not into Malicious minds, 


I make no doubt but his Soul is the Temple of Innocence. Whilſt Dzapo- 
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ron pronounc'd theſe words, one knock'd at the Door, and when he was 
come in,told them that he was lately come from * Poliſtherion, where the 
King was much diſturb'd with the news of Alethion's Death,& that one of 
Dogmapornerhis acquaintance was accus'd for forgingLetters in thePrince's 
Name, that the King was fallen fick with Grief, and that the Army and 
City mutter'd ſome diſcontented words againſt * Antitheus & © Dogmapor- 
zes,as the Contriyers of the Prince's Impriſounment. T his Relation mes 

them 
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them both;and having deſired the Meſſenger to withdraw,they conſulted 
each other what was fit to be done. I think, ſaid © Dzaporomn,that this is the 1 > whe 
' moſt intricate Scene of Aﬀairs that ever I beheld in my life. I thoughtit 
Impoſſible that © Alethion could be ſuſpefted, but much more that any « 4 Lover of 
ſhould dare to accuſe him, and moſt of all that the King ſhould believe 5%. 
any thing ſuggeſted agaioſt him. I know no reaſon why any ſhould report 
him to be dead,unleſs they meant to kill him; and I cannot but conclude 
that if the King be ſo diſturb'd at the falſe news of his Death, that it hath 
made him ſick, he will be ſo much more pleas'd with the true Report of 
his Life, that it will recover his Health. I think it is not only our duty to 
our Soveraign,to whom we owe all ſervices, but our prudence,not to neg- 
Ie ſich a fair opportunity to ſhew our Loyalty by preſerving his only 
Son, The worſt [aterpretation that can be made of our Action is, that we 
endeayour'd to put intoa Harbour which was not affigo'd us, to avoid 
the danger of a violent Storm; and if any thing contrary to our Expe- 
Cation, we can ſuffer nothing diſhonourable, having defir'd to perform 
our Duty, though we ſaw it full of Hazzard. Iam much amaz'd, anſwe- 
red * Apronenr,at this ſtrange Accident;ſince the Prince is reported to be « g,, wo 4:- 
dead who was in my Cuſtody,1I may be aſſured that his friends will look nicProvidence. 
upon me as his Murtherer, eſpecially fince one of my Colonels acquain- 
tance Is accus'd for writing the Letter fcr which the Prince is imprifon'd. 
Since the Army and City, by whom the Prince was always infinitely be» 
lov'd, do concern themſelves in his ſufferings, I am afraid of the Iſſue of 
this dark Afﬀeair, and wiſh with all my Heart that I had not received ſuch a 
troubleſome part as I know not how to at. However, Diaporor, I think 
it is beſt to follow your advice, by which we ſhall gain time, and ſave 
our ſelves from ſudden Atterpts. But to what Port ſhall we ſteer our 
Courſe ? What we aretodo in this matter, if we can do any thing, re- 
quires ſpeed, You ſay true, replied Diaforor, we mult reſolve quickly, 
leſt long Deliberation take from us our power to alt, Let us convey the 
Prince into Theoprepia, which we may effect thus. There is a private Door 
which leads bya ſubterranean Paſlage from the Governour's Lodgings to 
the River's fide : let one of your ſervants about four a clock this afternoon 
bring our Horſes thither, as if he intended to water them, there we will 
take Horſe, and condutt the Prince firſt to the Caſtle of * Ai/opſendes, * 4 rater of 
who is his known friend, where we are ſure of fate Repoſe to night, and #154. 
from thence we ſhall eafily reach the Borders of Theoprepia, * Aproneus + gy, who de” 
Iik'd the Contrivance; whereupon they preſently return'd to the Prince, nies Provi- -- 
aud acquainted him with the Intelligence which they had but then re- *** 
ceiv'dy and with many proteſtations of their ſincere Intentions reveal'd 
their defires of his Safety, and told him of the way which they had a- 
greed upon to ſecure his Perſon, if he pleas'd to accept of their ſervice. 
The Prince knowing it was better torun any hazzard theato ſtay where 
he was, after a ſhort diſcourſe accepted their offer, and went away in a 
Diſpuiſe. | 
When they had travell'd about two miles, they met a Horſeman riding 
toward them with a very great ſpeed, who knowing Apronens, (topt his 
Horſe, and told him that he was ſent before by * Triſanor, who was not * 4 Timenter 
much behind with a Convoy,and brought 44iſopſendes Priſoner to his Cx- 9 m*. 
ſtle. Whence do they now come 2ſaid 4pronews.From his Houſe replied the 
Mc<flenger, where we ſurpriz'd him this morning about break of day. By 
whole Order, ſaid Apronew, have you perform'd this ſervice? By a war» 
rant ſign'd by * Antitheus, (aid the Meſſenger. When they heard that, * 4» —_— 
* Djaporon at the Prince's Command took hold of his bridle, and then ,j;,,* 
: Te 


— kﬀ_.wdw. 
— —— 


70 


| Bentibolio and Urania. Book V 


2 4 Hater of 
Falſhood . 
b 4 Tormenter 


of Men, 


% 
% 


diſmounted him. Whilſt they were deliberating what to do with him, 
(for it was not fit that he ſhould go to the Caltle and give notice which 

way they were gone, and his Compavy was but of uncertain uſe to them 

if he went back) 4pronew deſired leave of the Prince to kill him 3 but he 

falling upon his knees and begging his Life, the Prince had but juſt gran- 

ted his Petition when the Party which condutted * 24ſorſeudes came up, 

b Triſanor rode ig little 8s Charriot, which was attended with two Horle- 

men upon each ſide, and gave leave to Miſopſendes to fit with him, Apro. 
nur, rode boldly up and kill'd him which drove the Chariot ; upon 
which Triſanor flung himſelf out of the Coach, and mounting his Horſe 
which was led by one of the Soulditers, gave Af/opſendes who was diſ- 
arm'd, in charge to one of his Souldiers, and then a ſharp fight began be. 
tween the Parties, Triſanor and his men reſembled the Deportmeat of 
a ſtout Tigre, which whets valour with rage whea ſhe is in danger of be- 
ing robb'd of her Whelps, The Prince's friends animated their Courage 
with the worth of the Perſon who had honoured them to be his Prote- 
Qors, and whom they knew to be very able to defend both himſelf and 
his Guard 3 and concludiog that it muſt needs be a grateful ſervice io the 
beginning of their Trial, if they could alſo reſcue one whom the Prince 
intirely lov'd, they threw themſelves between the Prince and his Enemies. 
Diaporon made ſuch a ſharp paſs upon Triſanor, that if he had not avoid- 
ed it by turning afide, he had been (lain at the firſt encounter : however 
he loſt not his labour, for he kill'd one of the Souldiers who came in to 
the relief of his Captain, and afterward continued his combate with Tri- 
{anor, who being aftham'd that he had given ground, redoubled his Vi- 
gour in the next Charge. The Prince attacqued him which guarded 24:- 
ſopſender, and with a Princely boldoeſs ſaid, Traitor, deliver up that 
Loyal ſubje&t to his Prince ; and accompanying his Commands with a 
blow or two, made them to be obey'd : for the Souldier fell down dead, 


| and the Prince gave his horſe to Mi/opſendes, who was come forth of the 


Coach,not ſo much glad of his Liberty as amaz'd to ſee him that procur'd 
it. Diaporon had given and receiv'd ſome wounds from Triſezor, who 
fought deſperately, not ſo much defiring to ſave his life, as to ſell it at a 
conliderable Rate, and diſcharg'd a blow upon Dziaporon's head which 
was ſo far effeual as to aſtoniſh him for a while, but withall broke his 
Sword; and as Diaporor recovering hijaſelf was aiming a thruſt which 
would have ended the controverfſic if it had been proſecuted, the Prince 


: 4Twmnns hoping by * Triſanor to underſtand the Aﬀeairs of * Poliſtberion, com- 


of Mens.\ 


manded him to hold his hand 3 whereupon Diaporon ridiog cloſe up to 


NEV ff him forc'd him out of his ſaddle, which beiog perceivd by the reſt, 
« A Faterof Who were four, they fled, taking the way which leads to © 1/iſopſeudes 


Falſhocd. 


houſe. 

This Storm being thus blown over, the Prince gave the Chariot to be 
driven by theMeſſenger whoſeLife he had ſpar'd, who had ſeiz'd upon the 
Horſes, which, perceiving themſelves deſtitute of a' Guide; began to run 
wildly up and down theField. They had advanc'd but a little way in their 
intended Journey, but they were forc'd to return again to their poſtures of 
Defence, and put themſelves in order for a new encounter, perceiviag lix 
arm'd Horſemen to make all poſſible haſte towards them, whom they ſup- 
pos'd to come to ſecure the Captivity of ;ſopſeudes, They were only ſome 
of 44;ſopſendes his Kinſmen, whom his Lady had procur'd to endeavour the 
Redewprion of her Husband;& as they were goipg to Charge each other, 


p. = found themſelves bappily miſtaken. 24ſop/exdes led the Party, and 


though they were his friends& ſuppos'd that they ſaw him, yet being much 
diſtracted 
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diſtrafted between wonder and Joy, could neither tell what to ſay or 
do, till Miſopſendes imagining what doubts poſleſled their Minds, re- 
ſoly'd. them by crying aloud, Alight, alight, my true friends, your love 
to me is infinitely requited ; you do not receive -me,-but-our Prince. 
Theſe words were ſuch an Addition to the former unexpeCted Happineſs, 
that they begao to think that they were aſleep, ahd therefore put theſe 
ſtraoge things together in a Dream which could never be enjoy'd waking. 
However having the uſe of their Eyes, and the Prince doing them the 
Favour to pull off his Vizard, they threw themſelves from their Horſes 
and ran to perform their Homage. The Prince gave them his hand to 
kiſs, but not without Tears ; for he could not conceal the ſentiments 
which he found io his Soul of thoſe Aﬀe@Rions which his Friends had for 
bim io his extreme Adverſity. 
Amongſt all theſe claſhes of various occurrences one thing fell out hap- 
pily, for Miſopſendes his friends kill'd all * Triſanor's Souldiers that fled, * 4 Twmentes 
except one whom they took priſoner, by which means the Prince had a 7 "**- 
more ſafe opportunity to eſcape out of the Power of his Enetnvies, The 
Prince having now alittle more leiſure, was willing as he rode along to ac- 
quaint Aiſopſendes and his Companions with the manner of his eſcape 
from the Caſtle of * Dogwapornes, and was going to expreſs to them the « 3, 4;nim of 
Obligations which he had from Apronens and Digporor z but the deep «Whore. 
Impreſſions of dutiful Love which were fix'd in his Soul for the King his 
Father made him firſt call for Tri/avor,by whom he hoped to be inform'd 
concerning the ſtate of his Father,the Court and Kingdom. Triſavor was 
now grown fo rear unto Death with loſs of Blood by reaſon of ma- 
ny wounds, that he could ſcarce ſpeak, and only ſaid with a low voice, 
a Anaxagathus is dead, and * Antithens is proclam'd King. ® { good King; 
This News as an unexpetedAllay took off the luſhious Relliſh of their * 4» 4168: 
late good Fortune, Though they did not fully believe what Tri/anor res 
ported, yet they had but too many reaſons to cauſe them to believe the 
truth of that which he ſaid, beſides this, that Bad news is ſeldom 
falſe, The Prince's Faith was ſtronger in this point than that of his 
Cotypanions, and his paſſion prevail'd fo proportionally, that he was 
forc'd to give it leave to exhale it ſelf in this exclamation : How unſe- 
rene are all the Joyes which we poſſeſs upon Earth! Certainly mortal 
men are uncapable of pure pleaſures. How is every grain of Content- 
ment which we are allow'd in this World blended with a much greater 
quantity of Sorrow ? There is no time fo proper for us to expe affli- 
ion as that wherein we think our ſelves moſt ſecur'd againſt it. We 
have no confirm'd Peace, but only a ſhort Truce made with Adverſity, 
and that never well kept ; for our eſcape from one miſchief is but a 
ſhort delay that another makes which is defign'd to overtake us, But 
ro what purpofe do [ ſpeak after this manner ? we muſt not refuſe what 
God preſents; and ſince we are yet uncertain what his pleaſure is, let 
us placidly await it. | 
a Mi/opſendes perceiving that the Prince had ended his Diſcourſe,conti- * 4 Hater of 
nued aRefleftion upon their preſent eſtate after this manner:TheAfMiQtive Falbees. 
ſeoſe which [ have of theCondition of * Theriagene cannot equal Yours, moſt » Degenerars 
Excellent Prince; my preſumption is not ſo bold as to come near ſuci) a ##: 
great Compariſon;bur it gives precedence to none ele:for as my Obliga- 
tions urge it as the Higheſt Duty which is now poſliblesſo that knowledg 
which 1 have of the eftets which muſt needs enſue upon this Rtrange con» 
junRion of unlucky Accidents doth awaken whatſoever I poſſels of pious 
AﬀeCtion, But as [ am fortified againſt what may happen with that mag- 
nanimity 
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panimity by which your ſelf moſt concern'd in theſe Dangers makes your 
Courage exemplary ; ſo I find all reaſon to hope,when I cauſider the 
ſtreogth of thoſePrinciples upon which yourFelicity was always founded. 
Who hath not obſerv'd that in Extraordivary Cafes the defign of Provi- 
dence is laid fo iptricately,that we way have juſt occaliop to wonder, but 
none to doybt?lt is to mea ſufficient Argument that an Almighty Know- 
ledg attends the Concerpments of Good men, becauſe though they are 
frequently permitted to come near thoſe Pits which their Adyerſaries have 
prepar'd for them, yet they ſeldom fall into ther. There are two States in 
the World, Goad and Bad ; and when that which is worſe hath cunniog- 
ly coutriv'd the deſtruQion of Virtuous perſons, whoſe multiplication is 
the Wefare of the World, and is affiſted in this moſt unworthy Attempe 
by vaſt numbers of thoſe who are fworn Vaſlals' to Wickedneſs, it is a 
great Teſti of the over-ruliog Power of Supreme Goodneſs, that 
it isableto _ their Deſigns abortive, when the diſtance is but ſmall 
between the Contrivance and the Execution. | | | 

We thought,moſt Dear Prince,that your Life and your Friends Iotereſt 
in Theriagene muſt needs be blown up, when a train was ſo privately laid 
againſt it,and ſo many hands ready to give Fire toit : but by our miſtake 
we gain this Aſſyraice, that when good men are not ſuccesful ,it is not bes 
cauſe God isdefeQive in his Care,or wants Ability to aſſiſt them:or when 
the Defigos which are made againſt them take effect in part, it is not be- 
cauſe he could not have fruſtrated them totally, but becauſe he gives 
groupe for atime,as prudent Commanders make theirmen retreat with a 


ſeeming Flight,that they may make way for the employment of their Am- 


buſh, and then by a more complete overthrow deſtroy the,vain hopes of 
ſuch as thought thamſelves Conquerors oply becauſe they were deceiv'd, 
We ought not to be ſo curious as to the Mode of our Preſervation, as to 
deny God leaye to ſhew his Wiſdom when he dothus a Courteſie, 

This is all the ſenſe which I have of our Condition; and fince we can- 
not of a ſudden put our ſelves upop our Aion, it will be requiſite that 
wethink of ſome place where we may deliberate with ſafety, Whether 
ſhould we betake our ſelves? replied the Prince, To * Theoprepia, ſaid 
b Miſopſendes. 1 have reſolv'd upon it, ſaid the Prince, with Apronexs and 
Digporon, whom I muſt now and always commend toyour AﬀeCtions as 
Friends to whom under God I owe my deliverance ; we have agreed to 
retire to Theoprepia, where I am ſyre to be welcome to my good friend 


* 4 Worſhipper x Theaſebins, whole Kingdom was ever an open SanQuary to wrong'd 
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Here * Philglethes made a pauſe, and crav'd Pardon of Bentivolio and 
Amyntor for ſo tedious a Report, adding this Excuſe, That itis not eaſic 
to make a ſhort Story of that which pleaſeth him that tells jt. You 
ſhall not need to ask forgiveneſs, ſaid: Bentivolio, of thoſe which owe 
you ivfinite thanks for performing an office which hath taken up much 
of your Time, and highly obligd us both by making us to under- 
ſtand thoſe incomparable Viztues with which your Prince Aletbiop is 
accompliſh'd, and becauſe you have fo fully aſſur'd us of the ſafety 
of his Perſon, which we eſteem as a diyioe preſage of his apd * Theria- 


gene's Reſtauration. Noble Travellers, you have expreſs'd a Gene- 


rous Charity, ſaid P4zlalethes, in the Compaſſion which you have en- 
tertain'd for a miſerable Kingdom 3 and how rationally your Pity is 
beſtow'd you will more fully underſtand, if you can endure to hear 
any more of our preſent Condition 3 but becauſe the Relation is long, 
I will not begia it till to morrow 5 and if you pleaſe, we will _ 

the 


Book V. Bentivolio and Ulrania, 73 i . | 


'the reſt of this Evening 1n the Gardens and Park which adjoyn to my "Wii 
Houſe ; for asI am ſure you have travell'd enough to day, fo I am afraid Wi! 
I have talk'd roo much, _ | | | 7 1) 

The next day Philalethes condutted hisGueſts into a Turret which was © i\gt it 

f his Houſe, where 1 leaſa ivacy he inued the | 

upon the foOP © &, W nap nt privacy he continue 
Diſcourſe which he had begun concerning Thertagere to this ſenſe : Aﬀter 
Dog mapornes arrived 2t his Caſtle,and was told that the Prince was gone, THR. 
he was ipfinitely confounded; not being ſo much aſtoniſh'd that the Acci- | 
dent was contrary to his Deſ1gn, as vext that a thing ſhould be poſlible | 
which he had made ſo difficult. At firſt he endeavour'd to give no credit to 
thoſe which told him the news,being very unwilling to think that could be 
true which he moſt paſſionately delired to be falſe:But when he was con- 

vinc'd by the teſtimony of many witnefl-s and the fruitleſneſs of a diligent 
ſearch which he made himſelf, and was inform'd concerning the Manver 
ofthe Prince's eſcape, he was utterly bereaved of that vaio Hope with 
which for a while he {mother'd his Paſſions,and then the Fire pent up in 
his wrathful mind broke forth in flames of wilde Rage, whilſt he talk'd 
after this manner : Though I did not think that there is a God, yet now I 
lee there is a Devil,and that he hath made this Caſtle his Hell io which he 
doth torment me; but will not burn alone. Then he wounded and 
kill'd fome of his Souldiers. Many were not preſent;for the greater part 
conſidering the Cruelty of his Temper, and knowing that the Vexation 
of Diſappointment would make him exceſſively revengetul, without ta- 

Kiog any notice whether he puniſh'd Offendors or Innocents, had with: 
drawn themſelves as ſoon as they heard of his approach. 
Dogmapornes made no long ſtay here,for knowing that this Accident re: 

quir'd new Counſels, and being diſenabled to perform the task for which 
he was ſent, he ſaw that it was neceſſary to return ſpeedily, and give no- 
tice to* Amtithens of that which had happen'd. Artithrus was much pleas'd * 4» 4thei. 
when his ſervants told him that+Dogmapornes was come back,hopipg that + The opmios cf 


he had deliver'd him from the fear of his moſt conſiderable Adverfary:but * #*** {1's 
when he was come into his preſence, perceiving that hisCountenance gave  N4'Þ 
no intimation of ſuch news as he expected, What, faid he, Dogmapornes, N14 


with an angry doubfulneſs, is not all well? No, Sir, anſwer'd Dogmapor- 
cs, lam the unhappy Meſſenger which muſt let you koow that 4/e7hion 
made ag eſcape from the Caſtle a day before I came thither, How, faid 
Antitheus, with a great Conſternation in his looks, is Alethior: gat out af 
our hands? what Mad Fate doth over-rule our Afﬀairs? Had 11! Fors 
tune no other time but this sſſign'd to a(t her part ? It is to no purpoſe 
to be angry, but I cannot helpit ; for the ſame Chain of perverſe Defting 
that hath drawn down this Misfortune upon me, doth alſo pull me alo 
with it into a Confuſion of thoughts, However I may hope that as this 
Accident was unlikely to have happen'd if we conſider thoſe things which 
went before it, ſo poſſibly that which is to come after it, is as different 
from this. That tovincible Neceſſity which forceth me to think ſo, whe- CS "Ys 
ther it be true or not, makes me alſo ſpeak after this manner, whether it Wi! 
be wiſely or not. But let us go on, Dogmaporner, and make what we can 

of this unlucky buſineſs ; I mean, let uncontrollable Fate tumble us fur- 

ther down the Hill;or roll us up again, That which hath happen'd could 

not have been otherwiſe, and what is come is not in our power to pre- 

veut, Since we haye ro Freedom to chule qur Actions, it is ſome com- 

ſort that weare not accomptable for what we do, If that which we aim 

at be deſtin'd tor us, we ſhall arrive at it whether we will or no ;; if it be 
not, we do but trouble our lclves in vain.. Since we hope got, why 


ſhould we deſpair ? L You 
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You are ſtartled, Noble friends,added * Phjlalethes,at this Mode of Dif: 
courſe,but it is not unſutable to his Principles;and you will wonder more 
at the abſurdity of his Actions.l will give you a brief accompt of thoſz 
Rules by which he pretends to govern his Life, and alſo tell you the 
effefts which they have produc'd in this poor Kingdom fince he put them 
in PraQice. But before I rehearſe his Opinions which are the moſt hurt- 
ful Extravagancies into which Humane Nature can fall, [ will let you 
know how he became capable of ſuch extraordinary Deluſion, He hath 
a good Natural Wit, but that ſo over-match'd with Pride, that he is like 
a little Veſſel with a vaſt Sail and no Ballaſt ; for he looks upon himſelf as 
one born to governall the World, and boaſts that his Stars whom he ac- 
.knowledgeth for his Creators have accompliſh'd his Body (for a Soul he 
doth not believe to be io the Nature of things) with ſuch tranſceodent 
Virtues, that he is not unfit to be the Illuminator of Mankind, and de- 
clareth frequently that the Univerſal World is not only obliged to hear 
him, but to fit at his Feet with the loweſt Reverence, and receive his Do- 
Qrines as the Indiſputable Commands of a Catholick Di&ator in Know- 
ledg, and yield Obedience to his Precepts as proceeding from the great 
Father of all Art, He wonders that the Ignorant Nations do not flock 
to him, being the Iofallible Oracle by whom Nature is at laſt pleas'd to 
ſpeak ; and doth often ſay, That though the preſent rebellious Age doth 
not perform their duty, yet he makes no doubt but aſter times will un- 
derftand themſelves better, and deploring their long Ignorance expunge 
out of their Souls thoſe Erroneous Principles by which before they miſ- + 
guided their Actions, and keep an Anniverſary Feſtival as a ſolemn Com- 
memoration of him the Redeemer of Knowledg. He eſteems all Books, 
Ancient and Modern, except two or three of his own, but Rhapſodies of 
ſuch iofignificant words as Mountebanks deliver upon their Stages ; and 
compares thoſe which Read them to the dull Multitude which is abus'd 
with their impertinent Medicioes, He is much diſpleas'd that the Anci- 
ents were born before him, and by way of revenge will ſometimes ſay 
that Pythagoras, Plato, Ariſtotle, Hippocrates, Plotin, Simpliciws, and the 
reſt of that Rank, are but the Names of doting Fools whom the World 
hath fillily admired; and that Epicurws, and it may be one more, lived 
till they began to know ſomething, but not much, which alſo by the Ma- 
lice of Time and the Ignorance of latter Apes is almoſt loſt ; but that He 
hath taken the Aſhes of buried Knowledg out of their Uros, and t the 
Joy and wonder of men hath made it live agaiv. It is a great part of his 
ordinary Diſcourſe to reproach the Neotericks ; and then he makes uſe of 
ſuch a ſcornfulCarriage as if he were ſwitching one of hisLacquaies with a 
Riding-rod,and will proteſt that thoſe who do not confeſs that they have 
learn'd whatſoever they know from him, are proud and iograteſu!Dunees; 
” ſometimes in a better humour he will expreſs a pitty for ſuch as do not 

elieve his Opinions, becauſe none can underſtand his Books but himſelf. 
He eſteems Schools the Neſts of purblind Owls, where nothiog is learo'd 
but Ignorance, and ſays that the Univerſities cure the ImperfcCtions of 
their Diſciples after ne other manner but as Tinkers mend pots. 

It may be you will laugh if I ſhould tell you what he ſaid not long fince 
to one of his Confidents;Nature hath made me her privy-Counſcllor,and 
done me the Honor to ſee her undreſs'd;a favour beſtow'd upon none but 
wy ſelf:She hath led me through all her Territories,and,being not alittle 
proud of my Company, talk'd with me all the way, and reſolv'd me all 
Queſtions in Natural Philoſophy,Divinity,the DoCtrice of Manners,aud 
Rules of Civil Government;hath intruſted me with theKey of her oornts. 
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She hath ſhewn me the Pillars upon which Truth is founded, and expos'd 
to my view the cfſential Connexions of all things. She hath conduCfted me 
with a darkLantern through the Subterranean Labyrinths of thisEarthen 
Globe, and let me ſee thoſe hidden Flood-gates which the Sea ſteals into 
the under- ground Rivers,as alſo the back-ſtairs by which they climb up to 
the tops of Hills where they make Springs.She hath led me into the entrails 
of the deepeſt Mines,and ſhewn me the great Caldrons where Earth is re- 
fin'd by Subterranean Fires.She hath walk'd with me through the greateſt 
Seas,and acquainted me with the whole Nation of Fiſhes,and leading me 
round the outward part of the Earth, hath diſcover'd to me the nature of 
all things which appear upon the ſurface of that Globe; hath ſhewn me 
the various contextures of different Atoms into ſeveral forms of Beeiog, 
and let me ſee thoſe ſtrange figures by which the little particles hang to- 
- gether, which other men have not as yet heard named.She hath told me 
why it was impoſlible for ſome things to grow; and how ſome came to 
have Senſe, and why others are honour'd with Reaſon, the higheſt of all 
Bodily Faculties. After this ſhe carried me through the Air, and acquain- 
ted me with all its various Modifications, taught me the doCtrine of Vas» 
pours by Experiments, let me ſtand by whilſt ſhe gave fireto Thunder, 
ditiolv'd congeal'd Clouds, and ſqueez'd thick moiſture into Rain. Here 
we ſat down upon a Rain-bow, and ſhe reſolv'd all difficulties that ariſe 
from the Nature of Matter; told me what Light is, and how Colours are 
produc'd, and anſwer'd all Queſtions that concern Motion. Then ſhe 
tranſported me into the Athereal Regions, and ſhew'd me the Motion of 
every Orb without thoſe Artificial Spheres which ordinary Mortals are 
fain to uſe,and that to ſmall purpoſe. She gave me the proper names of the 
Starsin a Book and a Catalogue of their diſtinct Qualities, by which 
means I can tell the true nature of every particular Influence, At laft 
ſhe let me fee the utmoſt Wall by which the World is inclos'd, 

Here Bentivalio making an interruption to the Diſcourſe ſaid ſmiling;l 
thought,* Philal:thes, that you would have told us among other. thiogs + 7 ror of 
that + Arntitheus was complemented by all the Signs in the Zodiack as he Futh. = 
rode through the Heavens upon the back of the ſtately Aſs || 4/borach ; h oof 
and that as he was paſſing by the Lunar Orb, the Moon, over-joy'd to -y.. 
ſce this Endymion, crept into his fleeves to embrace him, and went out in 
two pieces at his Neck ; and that he by the great Skill which Nature had 
then taught him, ſouldred it together again in requital of ſo great a Civi- 
lity. But to be more ſerious ;' Pray, good Philalethes, acquaint us with 
ſome of thoſe deep Myſteries which he pretends to have learn'd by ſuch 
a miraculous Method, I know not yet what he hath perform'd, replied 
* Philalethcs ; but he brags that the Civil World was not known till he 
diſcover'd it, having deſcended from the Mountains of Light ; and that 
the Principles of true Policy are no older then his Books; that he hath 
rectified the Notion of Religion to the unſpeakable Benefit of the World, 
that there is nothing worth Obſervation in the Mathematicks which is 
not intircly due to him; that he hath reform'd the whole Syſtem of Na- 
tural Philoſophy, and ſo perfeC&ly diſcover'd the Impoſtures of Ethicks, 
that he hath prov'd the DoCtrine of Virtue and Vice to be a meer Fittion, 
by a new way of Reaſoning which he hath invented ; in ſhor:, that he 
hath ſo advanc'd Mechanical Skill, that the beſt Artiſts eſteem it the? 
happineſs to become his Apprentices. I beſeech you, Philalethes, laid 
Bentivolio, what hath he reveal'd concerning Divinity ? 

I can more eaſily give you an accompt of his words, replied Philalether, 
then tell you what he would have us believe to be his meaning ; for ac 
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different times he doth expreſs himſelt io ſuch coatrary Language, that ic 
is difficult to ſuppoſe that he hath any reſolv'd thoughts concerning God, 
This great Phebas looks at all his Dictates as Oracles, but they are uſe- 
leſs to mankind till ſome other 4polo riſe up to unriddle them:However 
we ſee Reaſon enough to imagine that he did not intend men ſhould in- 
creaſe their Faith of a Deity by reading his Books, becauſe he hath writ- 
ter ſo ambiguoufly concerning his Nature, One while he ſays there are 
no Beeings but Bodies, and that Inrcorporeal Subſtance is a term of Contra- 
difion, which would make us thiok that he believes vo God but the Yi- 
fible World ; and that the Sun, Moon and Stars, Mens Beaſts a1:d Trees 
are the Limbs of his great Body : but that at other times be hath been 
heard to ſay that God neither is nor can be a Body; for when they conſj- 
der that theſe Expreſſions jar fo horridly that they are incapable of Re- 
conciliation, they are forc'd rather to conclude that he is in jeſt when he 
mentions God, and uſeth the name Deity by way of ſcorn, or for fear of 
the Fate of Yanwinws,For when he wrote his Books, he knew well enough 
that the Religious acknowledgment of a Supreme Power is ſo deep im» 
preſs'd in the Minds of men, that if he had talk 'd plainly agaioſt Almigh- 
ty God, ſome of his more Loyal Creatures would have chaſtis'd the 
boldneſs of his Blaſphemy after ſome ſuch Faſhion. 

Sometimes he ſays there may poſſibly be a God, but we are utterly ig- 
norant what he is,that is,that there is ſomething inthe World which none 
can tell what it is, which is God 3 and that we ought to adore him,that is, 
do honor to we know not what, When ſome much diſpleas'd with ſuch a 
dull Afſertion have anſwer'd, That his Attributes are known lignifications 
of his Divine Nature, that is, Eſſential Properties which are manifeſt by 
his Works ; and urg'd that we have as true a knowled s of God as of any 
thing elſe, and behold the Wiſdom, Power and Goodneſs of his Eternal 
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ſtill preſent themſelves to the eyes of men in the Preſervation and pru- 
dent Government of all Created things : He replies, that the forementi- 
on'd Attributes may be given to God, but they do not truly expreſs 
what he is more then the Amourous Sonnets of Extravagant Lovers do 
give a true CharaReter of their MiſtreſſesPerſons,and that thePraiſes which 
they import do not more properly belong to God then the Flatteries of 
Amoroſo's do totheir Idols, whom they extol for PerfeQions which were 
never in them, Since ſome would be apt to call this Atheiſtical Impiecy, 
he hath endeavour'd to hide it under the plaofible Notion of God's Jn- 
comprehenſfibility ; that is, he would have men ſuch Fools as to believe, 
that becauſe they cannot comprehend the Immenſe extent of the Divine 
Nature, therefore they do not apprehend any thing concerniog it : as if 
it were not more ealie to find the great Sea then a ſmall River ; oras if 
we could not diſcern the wide-ſpread Ocean at all, becauſe we cannot 
drink it upall with our Eyes, 

You will eafily ſuppoſe, Bextivolio,faid * Phzlalethes continuing his Dil- 
courſe,that he hath repreſented Religion as ſpringing from baſe Grounds, 
who hath given ſuch a miſerable accompt ofthe Deity which is to be ac- 
knowledg d by it.Ifhe had not been difaffeted towards theDivineNature, 
he might eaſily have found many good Reaſons to ſupport his Honor inthe 
World. The chief of thoſe which he hath aſſign'd are theſe, Ignorance in 
the Generality of Mankind,the Impotent fear of Superſtitious Fools, the 
Cunning & Hypocrilie of Princes andPrieſts,& the Influence of ſome Stars. 
Thus he pleaſeth himſelf to imagine that the Ignorance which forcethMan: 
kind to frame ſtrange conjeCtures for want of acquaintance oy ry 
cauſes, 


Bentibolio and Urania.. 77 


— w—_—_— 


Book, V. 
cauſes, made ther ſuppoſe that ſome [nvifible PowerCreated the Werld; 1780 
& that hq" + + Pu oerhr Mortal men is often oppreſs'd withPoverty | 
Diſgrace, Sic neſs and Captivity,through an impotent fear of ſuch Misfot- 
tunes,though they happen by chance: yer either by reaſon of their own Ig- 
norance, or becauſe they have been told fo by others no wiſer than them- 
ſclves,they eſteem themPuniſhments inflicted by an IoviſiblePower whom 

they have offended, to whom out of a {]aviſh puſillanimity they are apt 

to do'Homage,and appeaſe with Prayers and Sacrifice,that fo they may e- 

ſcape Torment. Some have obſerv'd that io his Jucid Intervals the inbred 

Notion of aDeity hath forc'd him almoſt to confeſs, that there is ſomething 

ioGod for which by the Right of his Nature he is to be ador'd:yet he will 

by no means allow it to be Beneficence which doth naturally iofer Grati- 
tude;but,if there be any thing,it is Power,by which he is enabled to do us 

a Miſchief. Thus he would have men to acknowledg God only for ſuch 

Reaſons as the Devils,becaule they can do hurt,are ador'd by the Indians 

in a dreadful Image arm'd with ſharpTeeth & crooked Claws. By this Iron 

yoke the Heathen world was of old kept in ſubjeQtion to thoſe Cruel Spi- 

rits whom the Hebrews properly nam'd * Aſwodei,and the Greeks * Apol--+ puaryu;; 
lyonr,and we, from the Evil which they do, Devils,the power of their mi(- 

chievous nature commanding fear by hurtfal ations. 

Mea being naturally under the power of the foremention*d Princi- 
ples, he ſayes that cunning Princes, who with the Aſfiſtance of covetous 
Prieſts both coatrive and alter Religion as it beſt ſerves their Deſigns to 
awe their People into Obedience, endeavour to make them believe that 
they receiv'd their Laws from God ; telling them that when contagions 
Sickneſles, cruel Famine, dreadful Earthquakes, or any other extraordi- 
nary Misfortunes happen,lt is becauſe God is angry for the negle& of his 
Rites; teaching them to appeaſe his wrath with expiatory Sacrifices : 
and when they took notice of obſtinate Offenders whom they could not 
conveniently puniſh becauſe of their Multitudes they threatned then 
with Puniſhments to be indur'd in the World to come, by which means 
Melancholick people are affrighted into their Duty, 

Beſides theſe Reaſons, by which Piety is rather undermin'd then ſap- 
ported, he ſays that Mankind is piouſly affeted by certain Stars, and that 
Religion is diverſified according to the Variety of Influences which are 
ſent down upon the Earth. He pretends alſo to know the Complexion of 
every Star ſo exaQtly,that he can declare by what Planet or Conjunttion 
of Stars every diſtiaRt Religion is produc'd ; and affirms boldly that the 
Jewiſh Diſcipline is from Satwrn, the Chriſtians Goſpel from Jupiter and 
Mercury, the Mahumetan Superſtition from the Swrz and Mars, the Ido- 
latry of the Pagans from the 440o# and Mars, It is ſtrange that he de- 
riv'd not Heatheniſm from Jupiter, ſince his name was ſo famous among 
them; and that Mahumetaniſm ſhould not have taken its Pedigree from 
the oor, which would have ſymboliz'd with the Turkiſh Arms, the 
three Creſcents;and that neither of them ſhould have been made to hold 
of Venus, (ince both are ſo full of abominable Luſts, However, borrowing 
a little more cantiog Ignorance of the Aſtrologers,he fays that all theſe 
Conſtitutions have been and (hall again be afflited according as there 
happen any great Conjundtions in thoſe Oppoſite Trigons which have 
dominion over their Laws (as for example, Aries, Leo and Sagittarmms 
have over Chriſtiavityz Gemini, Libra and Aquarius over Judaiſm; ) and 
that as one Planet overcomes another with Reaſon , Craft, Piety, 

Cruelty or Laſciviouſneſs, Religions alter and ſucceed one another, as 


they have done eternally. Thele are the unworthy Baſes upon which be 
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would place Religion, ſlighting thoſe Noble Pillars upon which it was at 
firſt erected, God's Right and our Duty. Any man that believeth the Bee- 
ig of God, and confeſſeth him to be the Creator of the World, will ea- 
fily grant that we are oblig'd io Juſtice to worſhip him, and Ingenuity 
will conſtraio him thankfully to acknowledg and humbly to adore his 
Patron and Benefaftor, But as Antithews has ttifled the Connate ſenſe of 
a Deity, which all Nations do confeſs to be interwoven with the nature 
of their Souls 3 ſo efteeming himſelf not beholden to God, he ſuppreſſeth 
thoſe great Reaſons which make other men Religious, leſt he ſhould be 
judg'd Ingrateful. 

It may be your deſire, proceeded * Ph3/alethes,to know by what brave 
Standard he meaſures Religion, which he hath diſgrac'd with ſuch a mean 
Origioal.+ Antithexs taking no notice of the Law of Nature,or the Goſpel 
of our Saviour, afligns no Rule but the Arbitrary Commands of the Civil 
Magiſtrate, and eſteems that true Religion in every Country which the 
Governour thereof preſcribes, and approves all for true though one con- 
tradi another, and judgeth him Religious who, becauſe he is comman- 
ded, worſhips the Devil ; and ſays itisno fin for men to profeſs Atheiſm it 
they be requir'd to do it,or to renounce their Saviour, nay, though it be 
againſt their Conſcience z and teacheth them to excuſe the denial which 
they make in words by thinking otherwiſe, and gives them liberty to do 
It in their interior Cogitations too,if they will, upon this ground, becauſe, 
as he ſays,Mens thoughts are not ſubject to the Commands of God, Thus 
he hath repreſented the Saviour of the World as a Rebel for preaching a 
Goſpel which was not authoriz'd by the Roman Emperour ; and hath di- 
ſparag*d the Apoſtles as ſeditious Hereticks, becauſe they perſwaded the 
World not to worſhip Idols, If any thing can be added to that which 1 
have already related, he hath further demonſtrated that ſmall meaſure of 
Good will which he hath to Religion by endeavouring to invalidate 
thoſe Arguments which aſſure good men that it proceeded from God,the 
chief of which are Miracles and Prophecy. Miracles are Divine Works 
tranſcending all ordinary Power of Nature, by which God hath given 
Teſtimony to the DoEtrine of his Meſſengers. Theſe he calls only unu- 
ſual Accidents of Nature, which Ignorant people wonder at ; but which 
Wiſe men look upon as no great Matters, becauſe they underſtand their 
Cauſes, and becauſe Impoſtors do ſuch things by a dextrous application 
of Natural Caufes or make weak people believe ſo by rare caſts of Le- 
gerdemain. He ſayes alſo that if ſome things be ſo ſtrange that they ſeem 
to tranſcend all power of Nature and all Art of Magicians, yet he which 
performs theſe rare Operations is not to be credited unleſs the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate declare that the Works are Miracles, and that the Perſon is come 
fromGod. By which Argument the World was not obliged to believe 
In our Saviour, though they ſaw him cloath'd with Divine Power, com- 
manding the Winds, making raging Seas obedient to his Word, ſubduing 
Devils,healing all forts of Diſeaſes without any natural Medicines, trium- 
phing over Death, both by raiſing ſome to life out of their Graves, and 
riling himſelf after he had been buried three dayes, in a word, exerci- 
ſing an abſolute Authority upon univerſal Nature ; becauſe Tiberins 
and his Procurators did not make his Miracles authentick with their Civil 
Sapaion, 

He is ſo willing to vilifie theſe great Operations,as Tricks invented by 
Covetous Artiſts to get Riches and Honor, that he will affirm thoſ: ſtrange 
Prodigies which appear ſometimes in the Air, to be either V.fions only 
reported by Princes to have been ſeep, to amuſe their People cr elſz mo 
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they are repreſented in the Air by Glaſſes. He fays that the Armies 
which ſeem to skirmiſh in the Air are only Images of Souldiers at Land 
or Sea refleted from one cloud to another, and multiplied as ſhadows 
are ordinarily by divers Looking-glaflesz and when no Armies are 
near the places where theſe Apparitions are ſcen, he ſays they are 
brought from remote parts by (ſtrong Winds. Sometimes he fancies 
that men form theſe Shapes upon thick Vapours which Swim io the 
Air by the power of Imagination, as women make marks upon the 
Embryo's in their Womb ; or elſe that the Celeſtial Intelligences 
which move the Orbs imprint thoſe ſhapes in.their own Bodies, which 
are extended much like to Skins of Parchment, and- in theſe men 
ſeem to foreſee future events by painted Schemes, Thus he makes 
Miracles things of no greater wonder then an 1gnis Fatuns, and Igno- 
rant Superſtition the only Reaſon of that Falth which is produc'd by 
them. 

Prophecy in his Opinion is no better Aſſurance : for he eſteems Pro- - 
phetick Viſions only as Dreams of phrenetick men, that thought they 
convers'd with Apgels when they talk'd only with their own Shadows 3 
and ſays, that God's ſpeaking tothem in Dreams is no more but what 
they dreamed that God ſpoke to them, Becauſe ſometimes things 
ſeem to be foretold, he aſcribes the power of PrediQion to prophe- 
tick Vapours which ſome parts of the earth exhale in ſome certain ſea- 
ſons; and that thoſe Inſpirations enabled the Miniſters of Apollo to give 

| OE at Delphos, and forc'd the Pythian Girls to fipg ecſtatick 
Verſes. 

Theſe being the chief Reaſons which we have to believe what God 
hath ſaid, and to do what he hath commanded ; you may eafily ſuppoſe 
that he eſteems the Primitive Martyrs Egregious Fools, and their Noble 
Deaths only effeCts of potent Imagination, which they ſuffered either 
through a great deſire of Honour,or were forc'd to it by the ſtrength of 
Hy pocondriack Humours,and that except the Applauſe of their Sect they 
periſh'd as trivially as a wild Indian, who will dye rather then not wor- 
ſhip his Pagod. Thus that Paſſive Obedience, which for many Ages was 
perform'd with ſo much humble ſubmiſſion,that it was manifeſt to all be- 
holders to be no obſtinate Humour, and by ſuch vaſt multitudes, that ic 
prov'd it ſelf to be no Rebellious Deſign when they could not come 
ply with unlawful Commands, which was the ancient Glory of Chriſtia- 
pity, and made it flouriſh under the moſt ſharp perſecutious, is by him 
diſparag 'd as at the beſt but an Honeſt Foolery. 

You will not wonder at all, if after all this he expound any great point 
of Faith into a Trifle, The ReſurreCtion he eſteems only a Recove:y 
trom ſome ApopleCtical Diſtemper z to raiſe a man from the Dead is 0n- 

ly to awaken him out of a Lethargical {leep, or to cure one that is fick of 
an Epilepſie, The Apparitions of men that have been buried, as he 
ſays, are only ſome Vapours extracted out of their Graves by the Stars, 
which repreſent the ſhapes which they had whenthey were alive: The po- 
rent Stars colleAing it ſeems Vapours out of their cloths too, for they ap- 
pear many times in the ſameHabit which they us'd to wear.But it is ealie for 
him to ſwallow ſuch ſmall matters, who eſteemsAngels in general butPhanz 
taſms or wild Imaginations of fick Brains,S& by Good Angels would bave us 
to underſtand nothing but our Friends,ſuch as are of our Opinion, obſerve 
our Humor or applaud what we ſay:So an Archangel is a Paraſite,or aCar- 
rier which brings good news in a Letter, Departed Souls he interprets 
Shadows, that is,ſuch as fall from our Bodies when we walk in the Sun - 
| an 
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and ſays that the Aoguith which is call d Remorſe of Conſcience i; infli- 
Red by thoſe,and that they are the moſt proper Miniſters of that punith- 
ment,becauſe they muſt needs be conſcious to all our Miſ-doings, having 
accompanied us in all places. Devils he reputes eitherFiftions of terrified 
Souls, which hurt ovly ſuch as make them by their one Fears; or elf 
Wicked men, that is, ſuch as are not of our Mind ; and ſometimes any 
thing which hurts us, as Diſeaſes, Sometime he ſays he could be more 
content to believe that there are Angels in the recetved ſenſe, but that 
the Aſſertors of that DoQrin do not allow Avgellefies. He doth not va- 


' luc Eternal Bleſſedneſs, eſteeming the Beatifick Viſion an unintelligible 


Notion ; and inſtead of a clearer koowledg of God, and all things ae- 
companied with an incomparable Joy, he ſays the Kingdom of Heaven 
ſignifies only a ſtate of Civil Government, like to that which the Jews 
had before they made Sav/ their King. He tells us that the Souls of 
Good men do not aſcend into Heaven or enjoy ary knowledg, but die 
with the Body, but that they ſhall riſe again, and then be as Adam was 
before he fiop'd. He underſtands by the pains of Hell, that Wicked men 
ſhall die as others do, and lie without any ſenſe in the,Grave till the day 
of Judgment, and when they riſc again ſha]l be tormented by ſeein 
themſelves more uphappy then others, that is, they ſhall be forc'd to 
eat, drink, marry and beget Children, as they did before, and then die 
again. 

gn * philalethes made a pauſe, and begg'd pardon for the Length of 
his Narration in theſe words : I am afraid, Bentivolio and 4wyntor, that I 
have wearied you both with a prolix Story of # An1ithens his Theology ; 
but asI hope that Obedience to your Commands will ſerve for an Excuſe 
of my offence, fo I make no doubt but that though the matter of my Diſ- 
courſe hath been diſpleafing, becauſe it gives notice of a Wicked Defire x 
yet it is the leſs confiderable, becauſe that which is defign'd is impoſſible. 
For though the Engine which I havedeſcrib'd be fram'd with an Intenu- 
on to throw Religion off the Hinges ; yet it is no more able to do it,then 
to pull Humane Nature up by the Roots. 

You might have ſpar'd this excuſe, Phzlalethes, ſaid Bentivolio, but that 
you can omit nothing in your Converſation which you judg Civil; but if 
your own Wearineſs be not the true meaning of your Complement, we 
deſire to be acquainted with ſome few of thoſe Principles by which An- 
tithes pretends to have glorified Natural Philoſophy. lt is but a ſmall 1a- 
bour, anſwer'd Philalethes, and if it were greater | ſhould willingly un- 
dertake it at your Command. Amtithews,to make the foremention'd En- 
gine more ſtrong, hath fortified it with ſome aſliſtances which he pre- 
tends to have receiv'd from Natural Philoſophy, though indeed they are 
only a few falſe Opinions which he had beſtow'd wpon it in hope to bor- 
row them as he ſhould have occaſion to uſe them ; that 1s, to pervert Phi- 
loſophy to ſerve his Deſign againſt Theology : turning the ſound Prin- 
ciples of ſober Diſcourſes into bold Paradoxes, and fitting extravagant 
Fancies, which are apt to take with vain Souls, not only to oppoſe true 
Notions, but to lay Foundations of Atheiſm in his Diſciples minds ; 
at once endeavouring to ſupplant true Reaſon in thoſe whom he teach- 
eth to miſunderſtand Nature, and to diſlerve God's Intereſt with ſuch 
as know not the difference between Jargon and Philoſophy. One of 
his Fundamental Notions is, That the World was made by a fortui- 
tous concourle of ſtragling Atoms, or, in plainer Terrs, that it is E- 
ternal, and was alwayes ſuch as it is now, or not much unlike to it ; the 
common Principles of all thipgs which did eternally exiſt of themſelves, 
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being often ſbufled into leveral Forms by a continued ſucceſſion of vari- l 
ous Motions, By which Artifice all Dependarce upona Deity is rejeted, oe! 
and the World inſtructed to acknowledge no firſt Cauſe. For he was a- | ;- A 
fraid that if he ſhould confeſs that the World was not Eternal,he would | \ | 
alſo be forc'd to ackyowledg that the Supreme Deity determin'd it to + Wl 
begio at his pleaſure, The World thus conſtituted he calls Nature, :an | 
ſometimes dignified it with the name of God; not meaning that Omnipo-» 3 
tent Wiſdom, which being diſtioguiſh'd from all created Beeings derives of 
from himſelf to them what they are in their particular kinds 3 but the ial 
Nature of things connex'd by ſeveral Lioks of Eſſence which make the 3 
World to be what it is : which is but a more dull Expreſſion of the Do- 4 
Qrine of Atoms, and depends upou the Ignorance of this Truth, That Þ 
Nature is Gods Work, that is, the Method of Divine Art plac'd in the Eſ- | 
ſences of things, by, which they are led orderly to their particular Ends, bil 
and ſo is only the effe of his All-powertul Goodneſs, or the proper Na- mn 
ture which he hath beſtow'd upon every thing. $03! 
He looks upon Incorporeal ſubſtances (as I told you before) as things 21880 
to be hifs'd out of the confideration of Philoſophers; and in correſpon- with 
dence with that brave ſuppoſition aflerts, That the Soul is nothing di- 
ſtiot from the Body, but only a few Atoms put together by chance in vs 
a certain Order ; and that Death is a diflolution of that Contexture;and Y!' | 
a Reſolution of the Soul into ſmall Particles of fine Duſt, But becauſe | 
of ſume who have diligently conſidered thoſe rare Operations in which 
Human Nature doth manifeſt if ſelf to be ſome better thing, he ſays that - t 
all thoſe Ads are capable of explication by Corporeal Motion, He af K 
firms Senſe to be nothing but the local Motion of certain parts inthe WH 
Body, and that Motion, and Senſation which is the Perception of Mo- op 
tion, are both one; that is, a Bell hears it ſelf ſound. He defines Rea- 4 Wi 
ſon to be only a Motion of the exteriour Organs of the Body cauſed [2 
by an Impreſſion of the Obje, and propagated by a ſucceſſion of A- tf 
gitations to the inward parts; thatis, the In-ſ{ide of a Baſe-viol is made Lil. 
to underſtand Muſick by him that draws a Bow over the ſtrings which He 6 
are faſtened upon the Oar-ſide, and is a living creature all the while Wb 
itis play'd upon: poor Muſicians never dreaming that they have ſuch ip af 
a power beltow'd upon them, that their Inſtruments underſtand Mu- Wl 
ſick as well asthey; and not believipg that the Trees or Stones did 208 
ever dance after any Harper, though ſome Poets have ſaid ſo. Thus as ' 
he would have the Conſtitution of the World underſtood without a Af 
God, ſo he would haveall the Phxnomena of Humane Nature explaind 4h 
without a Soul, that ſo Men may be free, if they pleaſe,to live like brute wk 
Beaſts, to whom by his Argument they are not Superiour. The beſt no- uy. 
tion which he can-beſtow upon the Soul is but a Vivacious Habit of Bo- nh 
dy, or the local Motion of ſome particles, and the Beaſts have that; 
| and Life poſlibly is av Harmonical Wind, ſuch as is convey'd by Bellows 
through the Pipes of Organs, whom we may ſuppoſe to live as long as 
they breathe. Diſcourſe is nothing with him but Motion with Re-aQi- 
on, of which a Lute-ſtring is equally capable with any Man. He oblite- kh 
rates all Connate [dea's of God by which Excellent perſons thiok them- | if 
| 


ſelves inabled to converſe with the Divine Nature, as the Eye beiog re- 
pleniſh'd with a Cryſtalline Humour is made capable of ſeeing the Sun.. 
Thus Men are repreſented as no more fitted for Religion then Bealts,Bue 


as his Doctrine raiſeth Wood and Stones to the ſame pitch of Senſe with | 1 
Humane Nature, it is but a ſmall matter for him to depreſs it to the - | 1 
fame Level with Beaſts, either in Excellency of knowledge or Capacity = 
M of =_ 1 
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| of Religion. lt is conſequent to this That the Soul is Mortal: How ſhould 
i it be otherwiſe, being but Motion? when that ceaſeth, it dies. And confi- 
| dering that many believe otherwiſe,he adds,that the Immortality of ſepa- 
rate Souls is only a Window open'd intothe dark Region of Eternal Tor- 
inents by ſuch as have been fool'd with the Demonology of the Greeks. 

I perceive you ate cloy'd with his Natural Philoſophy, and therefore 
| I will ſet no more of it before you, but give you a taſte of his Ethicks. 
; But doth he acknowledge any ſuch thing as Vertue? ſaid Beztivolio. 

You may well make a Queſtion of that, replied Philalethes, by what 1 
have reported;but 1 will tell you what he i 6 then you may judge. 
| He afſerts that in the Natural ſtate of Humanity all things are indifferent, 
that nothing is abſolutely Good or Evil, and that no common Rule of 
Good and Evil can be taken from the Nature of the Objeas themſelves; 
but all things are to be mcaſur'd by mens Appetites, which have the only 
Power to make whatſoever pleaſeth them Good. He ſuppoſes men in the 
ſtate of Nature to be a company of Licentious People (traggling up and 
down the ſurface of the Earth without any Law, obnoxious to no Aus 
thority, incapable of Sin, both becauſe there are no Eternal Rules of 
Good and Evil, of which the beſt Philoſophers have believed the Law 
of Nature written upon our Hearts to bea Tranſcript, and becauſe no 
poſitive Commands were given to them ; for from whom ſhould they 
| | receive them who were their own Lords ? He ſays that the World had 
| never been troubled with thoſe uſeleſs Notions of Vertue and Vice, but 
| that ſome proud Ignoramus iatroduc'd them upon an arrogant Suppoſi- 
tion that men have Liberty of Will, that is, a free Principle of Action; = 
[ when as by his words all thee Freedom that they have is, that they do 
not ſee that they have none ; mens Wills being, like other things, extrin- 
ſecally determin'd ; Hence he infers that either there is no Si, or that 
God is the Author of it, who doth not only help us to Act,but force us to 
j Will; teachiog the vileſt Perſons to excuſe their worſt Attions by accu- 
| fiog thoſe wan which with irreſiſtible force neceſſitate them to operate 
| as they do. Thus Deliberation is rendred as a great Foolery,and a Horſe 
made as capable of Honeſty as a Man, and a Srone as either of them. 
4 Conſcience, which the Good men of all Ages have ever rever'd as an 
| | _ In-dwelling God is deſpis'd by him as an Idol made by falſe Imagination, 
| . Blame is reckon'd but a fignification of Diſpleaſure, not the Imputation 
uy. of a Fault. His new Goſpel hath aboliſht iogenuous Shame, and ſays 
i that thoſe whom we call our firſt Parents had no troubleſome reſent- 
| ment of their Eating the Forbidden Fruit as a Crime, but expreſs'd a 
| little Anger againſt God for not making them with their Cloaths on + as 
if they had been blind,and did not ſee their skins before they broke their 
Creator's Orders; or had no reafon to bluſh when through an iograteful 
Careleſneſs they deveſted themſelves of the Innocence with which he 
| indued them, by doing what he had prohibited. Thus he hath extermi- 
| nated Sorrow for unworthy ACtions, which in finners begins the Practice 
| of. Repentance; and made humble Prayers, by which all the World doth 
| expreſs a: Dependance upon God, as impertinent as if we ſhould make 
"7 an Oration to the Sun today to perſwade it to riſe to morrow. It's true, 
| ſometimes he makes bold with his own Do@rines, and frets at croſs Ac- 
\ i cidents, and ſays that by reaſonof great Prudence one man is fitter to 
give Advice, then another, and admits of the Diſtintioo wich is made 
| between Counſels and Commands, with many other ſuch like pronun- 
y tiationsz which being miogled with his aſſertion of the extrioſecal 
"0 Pre-determination of all Actions and Events, are Arguments againſt 
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the Liber ty of the Will, compos'd much after the manner of thoſe ls | 1 Fi 
j 
' 


which Mabomet ſaw upon the heads of ſome of his Moalter-Angels, 
which, as he ſays, were made of Snow and Fire. Wi! 

Mens particular Natures being thus repreſented, you will expect that ls | | 
he ſhould appoint ſtrange Rules to govern them when they are joyn'd in q 
Society. They would be excellent, ifthey were proportionable to that | 
great Conceit which he hath of his own Ability in this kiod : for before | 
his time, he ſaith, the DoQrine of Civil Government was u:known; and i 
that bis Preſcriptions are far above any Compariſon with what hath been alt 
deliver'd by the beſt Legiſlators in the World, in that the better ſorts of Wo 
Beafts have a more prudent Politie then Men, and could promulgate bet- 4} 
ter Laws if they would pleaſeto ſpeak in ſuch a laoguage as we unders-. bl 
ſtand. But ſome which have con(ider'd his new Model affirm it to be only WW. 
a fictitious ſuppoſal of a ſtate of Humanity that never was or will be,and of | 
that his ſeveral DiQates are uſeleſs Conſequences drawn from falſe Prin: Sf'+ 
ciples, and perveilly applied to the Condition of Mapkiod, which doth ml: 
not only rej: & them as impertinent, but abhor them as miſchievous to the {881+ 
Nature avd Happineſs of Men. Some of his Orders ſuppoſe men tobe ab 
* Antochthones, latelligent Muſhromes, or elſe Pre-Adamites born before ,,,,,c.,.... | 
the Moon upon ſome Arcadian Hill; others are fitted well enough for the ſever ſprin- | 
Serpentine Brood of Cad#vxz, or for a barbarous multitude of Men de- 2% jrom the 1; 
degenerated into Beaſts : but they agree not with the nobler ſtate of poly 

| Maokiod, which by the prudent appointment of our great Creator is 


derived from our Common Parents Adam and Pve,whole ſtate was never ©2M0 

Anarchical, for their Creator was their King; neither were they at any ' "1 

time without Law, for they came not into the World till God had fix'd FIT 
the Principlesof Reaſon and the Roots of Love in their Natures, and | Wo! 
obliged them by bringing them into Beeiog to obſerve the Laws which OBS 
he had written upon their Hearts, Their Liberty was not unlimited, for 11.7 ih 
theſe Laws bounded it; neither could their condition be a ſtate of War, | ba jk 
unleſs they ſhould fight againſt themſelves; for by an univerſal Law "4H j 
well known to them all they were obligd to love their Neighbours as if [3 
themſelves. They have deſerv'd all Commendations who, writing up- ' hx 
on this Subject, have not only reduc'd the Civil ſtate of men to right «f! [if 
Principles, but repreſented a better to mens conſideration then was yet \# tp 


ever ſeen but in Books; that ſo the World might meliorate if ſelf by ; 

the juſt imitation of a noble Example : But * 4ntithenr hath fo far en- + 4, 46£is. W |! 
courag d the world to Degenerate, that he hath made the Nature of Li 
Men worſe in his picture then ever it was 10 it ſelf. For he hath preſented '} 
the firſt ſtare of Rational Beeings as a War of all men againſt all men;that | 


3 k501.- 
is, a Common wealth whereig every man is his Neighbours Enemy,and in iff it 
which every one may juſtly do what he will; where the uſe of Force and Wl 
Fraud 1s lawful z where every man having a Right to every thing may 48 
get poſſeſſion of it as he can, by enſlaving and deſtroying not only what fl Fl 
doth hurt him, but alſo that which he imagines able to annoy him ; every | | ; 


man's Appetite being the Rule of what he may delire, and his own 
Apprehenſion the fole Judge of the beſt Means to attain his Ends. He 
affirms ſometimes, and 1t 1s correſpondent to the forementioned Prin- | | 
ciples, that Cain did no wrong to Abel, lince he only took out of the | 
way one that was offenſive to him; and asit was no injuſtice to kill his | 
Brother, ſo it was but Wiſdom to tempt him into the Field that he mighc | 
bave an opportunity fit for his purpoſe, Antithexs thinks it was no juſt 


Reaſon to move him not to do it to his Brother, becauſe hewould pot Ml 
have had his Brother doue it to him; and that Cain was puniſh*d by God j Ml [i 
A a 1A- | ' i 
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unjuſtly ſioce he had done nothing but what he could jultific by the Law 
of his Nature, being to give no accompt of his Brother, no not to God, 
ſince he was not his Keeper, He lights the Foundation of Happineſs which 
God had laid in Civil Society, pretending that Reaſon and Love will 
not hinder men from doing harm to others. But then he ſhould have put 
ſome better Principles then what we have yet leen, for Fear and Hatred 
will not do itzand if he thinks that they are the only means of Self. preſcr- 
vation, it is a weak thought? For though Reaſon and Love did require 
men to doonly good to others, yet they djd not forbid them tv defend 
themſelves againſt ſuch as ſhould tranſgrefs the juſt bounds of Common 
Good. But his own Reaſons are good enough for him, who ſuppoſeth 
neither Abel to have been Cair's Brother, nor Adam, to have been their 
common Father ; and ſo excuſeth Cain from any Obligation to Fraternal 
Love,and makes them unaccomptable to Adam, though he depriv'd him 
of a Son without his leave. By this you may perceive that kis Do@rine is 
not agreeable with the firſt ſtate of Nature, but ouly a falſe Imagination 
of his own,and uſeful no where except the barbarous Regions of Cyclopia, 

* Antitheus having bountifully allow'd this ſtrange Liberty to Men in 
the ſtate of Nature, hath taken what care he can to allure it to them in all 
ſtates, and let them know that it is incapable of receiving prejudice from 
any thing,not excluding thoſe limitations which they themſc]ves ſhall ſer 
to it by voluntary Promiſes ; declaring to them that they are not bound 
to keep any Covenants made in the ſtate of Nature: and hath added,that 


' No Promiſes are at any time to be thought inviolable for any Reaſons ta- 


ken from the nature of Honeſty, which make them ſacred Bonds, fince 
Words are but Wind; but that men ought to perform what they have ſaid 
for fear of Evil Conſequences which may happen upon the breach of 
their Promiſes. Men in his Opinion either not being under the force of a 
Divine Law; or that continuing no longer in force to oblige men to their 
Duty,then till they have opportunity to neglect it without Danger from 
their Neighbours. 

Theſe are his Sentiments concerning thoſe mutual Duties which men 
owe to one another in general : what his Oplnions are concerning them 
as they are under Government, you ſhall ſoon know whilſt I tell you what 
Power he aſſigns tothe Magiſtrate , how he determines the People's 
Right, and how he takes from them both what he had formerly allow'd 
ro them by croſs Grants. He hath gratified the Supreme Magiſtrate with 
a Power of Creatipg good and Evil, and pronounc'd that his Abſolute 
Will is Divine av& Humane Law, and would have his People to believe 
every thing to be Juſt which he Commands, and that whatſoever he for- 
bids 1s for that Reaſon Evil,and that no Laws made by him can be unjuſt: 
That Subjects have no Propriety in whatſoever they pollcfs, and hold 
their Lives meerly at the Will of their Prince, who without doing any 
10juſtice may take away the Life or confiſcate the Eſtate of his moſt inno+» 
cent Subje&; and that all things are his in ſuch an unlimited ſenſe, that 
1t he pleaſe he may juſtly give away or ſell the Soveraign Power, Having 
conſider'd that the Yulgar,which are almoſt all the World, are eaſily ta- 
ken with ſpecious Pretences, he exhorts Princes to learn the Art of Dil- 
fimulation, and toeſteem it a moſt neceſlary part of Royal Accomplith. 
ment to be able to Counterfeit all plauſible Vertues,eſpectally Piety,that 
is, proſtitute the ſacred Notion of a Deity to Worldly Intereſt : and re- 
membring thatſo long as men continue Bad, as they do yet, tobe truly 
Good will ſometimes prove dangerous 3 he ſays they cught to know alfo 
how to make a profitable uſe of being not good, though they ſeem o at all 
other 
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other times:and becauſe It 15 accompted a Point of Honour in a Prince to 
verific his Word, he adviſeth him,when it is his Intereſt to break his Pro: 
miſes, to colour the Action with prerences ot Urgent Reaſons, that the 
Common people may think he was neceſſitated ro violate his Faith. 

At other times reflecting upon that boundleſs Power which he had be- 
ſtow?d upon Princes,and fearing that the People would think him guilty 
of Adulation, and ſay that he had mifinform'd Princes in point of their 
Right to gratifie their Ambition, he hath made aCompenſation for his Er. 
rour by grantivg unreaſonable Allowances to Subjects : For,to make the 
Poſſeſiion of Royal Power inſecure in Princes hands, he hath given the 
People leave when they canto take it from them;& when they are put to 
ſuffer Wounds or Death, though never lo juftly,he hath authoriz'd them 
to reliſt : and left they ſhould doubt that they are obliged to the concra- 
ry, he hath told them that Pacts made in the condition of Nature do nor 
bind ; that is, SubjeC&ts when they can, may ablolve themſelves from thoſe 
Oaths by which they have ſworn Fealty tothe Soveraign Power ; and 
that in all Caſes the longeſt Sword is the true Meaſure of Right, and the 
ſtrongeſt Arm the only infallible Judge of Wrong, 

Bur 1 will trouble you no longer, added * Philalethes, with the repeti- 
tion of ſuch DoQtrines by which the (tate ot Reatonable Nature is miſ-re- 
preſented and Men unhappily directed,and which would quickly deſtroy 
all that Felicity which depends upon Civil Policy it they were entertain'd 
in the World. Here Philalethes ended his Diſcourſe; and as Bertivolio was 
about to make an Apology for having put him to ſo much trouble,and to 
give him thanks that for his and Amyntor's Satisfation he was willing to 
{pend ſo much time in the Report of ſuch unacceptable Matters, one of 
philalethes his ſervants whom he had ſent to z Poliſtherion was return'd , 
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and came into the Room to give him notice how things went there. Ha/ Fe2#-. 
b Kalodulus, (aid Philalefhes, I have expeCted you theſe two dayes; but it »., good for- 
{cems your entertainment was ſo good in Poliitherion, that you could not var: 


get away ſuddenly. Poliſtherion 1s at this time ſuch an undeſirable place, 
replied his Servant, that if it had not been in Obedience to your Com- 
mands, I would not have ſtay'd there one day, I gave thanks to God a 
hundred times as I was upon my way home, that you were baniſh'd from 
ſuch a forlorn City,which I can compare to nothing but Hell. You dwell 
in Heaven here, Dear Maſter, and do fingly enjoy that Happineſs which 
for avy thing that I could diſcern is not to be found in all Po/iſtherion, I 
met nothing but Diſcontent wheretoever I came: the Streets are fill'd 
with Cries, the Houſes eccho Complaints; the Exchange is ſpoil'd with 
Frand, the Courts are become a prey to Injuſtice. All Relations have a- 
bandon'd thoſe Vertues upon which their mutual Happineſs was founded. 
Fathers have given up all Studies but their Pleaſures, and their Children 
imitate them, What Errours the Women commit I dare not ſay,but they 
defend them by the Examples which they receive from Men, Friends 
undermine each others Intereſts, and yet complain againſt one another. 
Fidelity is grown fo rare, that Maſters are inſecure asto their Domeſtic 
Servants,and men have a> many Adverfaries as Neighbours. To ſhortzth-y 
live after ſuch a faſhion as if Wickedneſs were licenc'd amonelt them; but 
I believe that they will ſoon grow weary of this falſe Liberty, and be 
glad to return to their former ſtate. For unhappineſs ſecms to have made 
a perte&t Conqueſt of Poliſtherion, and having broken thoſe Holy Liuks 
of Juſtice and Love by which Proſperity is faſtened to Humane Society, 
doth make them drag une another with chains of Oppreſiion to ſutier the 
torments of Diſorder which they mutually ioflict upon thule whom they 
ſhould love and ſerve. I 
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I will ooly trouble you further with the hearing of one or two ſtrange 
Accidents which happen'd whil'(t I was io * Poliſtherion. | came one Eve. 
niog (for | durſt not be ſeen in the Day-time, being known to belong to 
you) where a multitude of People were gathered together; and ſtaying 
to enquire the Cauſe,I perceiv'd that aChild was unmercifully expos'd in 
the Street, and that the Dogs had kill d it & eaten half of it. The Mother 
being diſcover'd to be the Author of this Cruelty, the Father,not a little 
diſpleas'd with what was done, was going to have kill d her,but was inter- 
rupted by the comming ofa Judge who was returning from the Gaſtle of 
* Antithens to his own Houſe. He complain'd tothis Judge of the barba- 
rous Fa&t committed by his Wife,and demanded Juſtice agaioſt her. The 
Judge ask'd if his Wite was the Child's Motherzand the Father anſwering, 
Yes, Then,faid the Judge, ſhe hath only kill'd her own: but that you have 
any reaſon to complain as a Fatheris uncertain, and you do only belieye 
it becauſe formerly ſhe told you ſo ; but this is plain, that by the Right of 
Nature the Dominion over the Infant did belong firſt to her,becauſe ſhe 
had it firſt in her Power : and as to the Child he determin'd that it was 
meer Courteſie that ſhe did not kill it ſooner, and ſo went away. 

My other ſtory is of a Servant who kill'd his Maſter, called * Szreblo- 
deſpotes , who had poſſeſs'd his mind with large opinions concerning 
the extent of his own Authority,and would often ſay that a Maſter could 
do no Wrong to his Servants, becauſe they are ſuppos'd by the Nature 
of their Condition to have ſubjected their Wills to their Maſters Com- 
mands without Reſerve; The frequent Repetition of ſuch Speeches in- 
duc'd one of his Servants, who preſum'd to underſtand his Maſters Pow- 
er better then he himſelf did, to diſpute with one of his fellow-ſervants 
concerning the Unlimitedneſs of Magiſterial Authority , and to urge 
againſtit that no Maſter could juſtly claim ſuch an abſolute Command ; 
but that if he requir'd of his Servant avy thing which was inconſiſtent 
with his Obedience to God or Allegiance to his Prince, he might think 
himſelf greatly wrong'd and ought not to do what was commanded,and 
yet have a ſufficient Warrant for his Dilobedience. Streblodeſpotes 

beivg acquainted with this Diſcourſe reſolv'd to kill his S-rvant z but he 
underſtandiog his Maſters purpoſe by one whom he had ſpoken to for 
his aſſiſtance in the Execution of it,ran away to prevent his Danger, One 
* Cacodalur, another of his Men who had as extravagant Principles for 
a Servant as * Streblodeſpotes had for a Maſter, did not only juſtifie the 
Prudence of his Fellow-ſervant that was gone, but proteſted, if it had 
been his Caſe, he would have ſtay'd and taken another courſe. How do 
you prove that to be Jawful? ſaid one of Streblodeſpotes his flaves which 
ſtood by. Thus anſwer'd Cacodulus ; We were taken Captives, and be- 
cauſe our Maſter might have kill'd us if he had pleay'd, we promis'd to 
ſerve him whilſt we liv'd if he would not put us to death : But ſince 
he hath entertain'd us, he both makes us perform very hard ſervice,and 
ſometimes puts us in Chains ; and therefore I ſuppoſe we are free from 
any Obligation to our Purpoſe. I thiok ſo too, ſaid the other ſlave; 
und ſince we have no hopes of Freedom till our Maſter be dead, let us 
redeem our (elves with his Life. Both agreeing in this Reſolution, they 
watch'd a fit Opportunity, and kill'd him. Some, which ſaw what was 
done,endeavour'd to apprehend them ; they did what they could to de- 
fend themſelves, Whilſt the Conteſt laſted,a Captain of a Galley happend | 
to come by, who was friend to Streblodeſpotes,& having demanded of the 
{]avesa Reaſon of their Ation,one of thern replied, Our Maſter was iofi- 
nitely ſevere in his Commands, and ſaid he could do us no wropg HRC 
b tasks 
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tasks ſoever he ſet us,or what Puniſhments ſoever he inflicted; becauſe his 
Dominion over us was gain d after the ſame manoer by which Mea ſubdue 
Beaſts ; and we thought we might, as ſoon as we could,re-gain our Liber- 
ty, Right according to his own Law depending merely upon greater 
Strength. It may be fo, ſaid the Captain;and fince I have more Power then 
rok will take puniſhment of you for the Death of my friend ; and 
immediatly commanded his Servauts to kill them. | 

Here a Philalethes interrupting his Servant, and turning to Bentivolio 1 4 Lover of 
and * Amyntor, ſaid, I did eafily foreſee that ſuch as theſe or worſe Mif- 75h. 
cheifs would ſoon happen under the forlora Government of © Antitheus z . 72 007 
and ask'd his Servant if he did pot fee Antitheus. Only once as he paſs'd 
by in a Coach I ſaw him through the Glaſs of my Chamber- Window, re- 
plied his Servant for he doth ſeldom go abroad; and never without a ve- 
ry (trong Guard , alwayes fearing leſt fome of Alethion's friends ſhould 
{tab him. Philalethes ask'd him how he was reported to ſpend his time. He 
anſwer'd, Much after that manner which Sardanapalus us'd in Ninive. 
Who arc his uſual Companions? ſaid Philalethes, As I was informed I « One contrary 
will acquaint you, replied his Servant, for I durſt not venture into the '9 a! ve, 
Caſtle, He hath made * Paſenantins and « Amtholkes his Principal Secreta- g,z1,, % 
ries * Dopmapornes 15 his Favorite, © Panthnetus is the Steward of his tary way. 
Houſe, * Philedones his Treaſurer, ' A/ynetus his Chief Juſtice, * Autantus iv apinien of 
is the Captain of his Guard,and his Brother ! Proſelezus is his Lieutenant: s ary 
m Pſycoparnyx, " Saprobius. and * Udemeilon are of his Bed:chamber : ons al 
? Medenartte is his Minion, ” Aſtromantis with his inſeparable Companion p ea; 
' 1 baumathrgus, are his Phyfitians; *Scepticus, © Hypſagoras ayd * Antigra> pleaſure. 
phus are general Buffoons to them all. 1 hear alſo that one #.Hieromimus \,-* ah a 
lately come to town, hopes, by the Interceffion of Hypſagorar, to be en- * ow: who.s- 
tertain'd by Autitheus,and that * Anopheles doth much tavour him, ? Ga- /fi%e: al:0 
ſtrimargus, * Cantharus and * Aphrodiſius are all preferr'd by Philedones. re "oY 
This is all that I could learn in Poliftherion, Philalethes ſaid nothing,ouly fore t'e » con. 
{hak'd his head, and bad his ſervant withdraw. When he was gone, Ben- the fours” of 
tivolio deſired Philalethes that beſides his pardon for their former trouble: * one of « cor- 
tomenels, he would pleaſe to oblige himſelf and Amyntor with a ſhort 757! Ute. | 
CharaCter of the foremention'd Perſons, adding that upon the hearing thi Life ah 
of their old Names he could not but imagine that they were obſervable * Vrriue i no- 
for ſome ſingular Qualities. Tow who di- 
I ſhall willingly do it, ſaid Phzlalethes. * Paſenantius 1s a man of a moſt vine: by the * 
perverſe Diſpoſition, and ſois > Antholkes : they both take a great de- 79% 
light in contradiCtiong what others aſſert, and thiok nothing well ſaid or 4; wonders, 
done but by © A#titheus and themſelves: They are very agreeable to *0n ws 
his Humour, becauſe they have a rare faculty in mintiog new Words and row " 
Phraſes, of which Antitheus makes no ſmall uſe ; for by expunging all * 4 Hg) 7u- 
known Terms, he hopes to extinguiſh all receiv'd Opinions, andtoin 7; 
truduce his new Phyloſophy into the World. But his Expectations have {ripruris. 
a very weak Foundation ; for it isobſerv'd that after he hath taken much » 9 =” 
pains to divulge ſorne hidden Myſtery in ſtrange Sentences,he hath been - 5% 
found only to have wrap't up a Falſhood in unuſual Terms, or to have * 4» #»profi- 
vbicur'd ſome common Notion which every Novice underſtood as ſoon ag fr 
as he had enter'd the firſt confines of Study, and could have exprefs'd zater. 
In better Words. Shall I giveyou a taſte of Variations by which * ol maar . 
he hath: advanc'd a Philoſophical Ignorance ? For God, he hath part Bea 
| Naturezfor Providence, Chance; for Creation, Eternal Vicifſitude; for ary 9 
Preſcience, Fate; for Liberty, Qmnipo:«nce 3 for Contingency, Neceſſi ppg 
ty 3 tor Poſſible, Future ; for Hiſtory, Myſtery; tor Cruclty, Juſtice ; © 4s £4h6#. 
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for Difcourſe,contradiQionz for Philoſopher, DiQtator, tor Hypocrilie, 
Wiſdom; for Religion, Mockery; for Theology, Atheiſt, 
© The opinion of Of © Dogmapornes you have heard ſomething already 5 and of his Un. 
« Phore.  4;; Worthy Opibions.concerning the Divine Providenceyin the ſtory of-* 4- 
ies Frevi» pronent © he hath many more of the ſame nature,for which,as being very 
dence, fit to be entertain'd in Brothel- Houſes, - but worthy to be baniſh'd from 
all Civil Societies,becauſe they ſend down a miſcheivous influence upon 
Humane Life, he was call'd Dogwapornes. I have often fancied that his 
Countenance doth very much reſemble the Air of the rebellious Giants, 
and that he is much of that Diſpoſition which did ſo corrupt the Manners 
of the old World,that Almighty God was provok'd to deſtroy them with 
a Deluge.lf ever Apoſtate Angels begot Children upon Laſcivious Wo. 
men, he may well be thought to have come of that Race. 
* Om when: * Antantins would have us believe that the World made it ſelf, or at 
foes allt®. Jeaft, did of it ſelf Eteroally exift in looſe Atoms, and that after many 
im%j* _ wildencounters,the jumbled particles, (as if they were playiog at the an- 
cient ſport of Oſcillation) did at laſt luckily throw themſelves into that 
08 born bs- infinite number of rare figures of which this World coofiſts. * Proſelens: 
fore the Men 5s of the fame opinion, and is uſually very troubleſome to the Company 
where he happens to be, with ſtrange ſtories of Men whom he affirms to 
have beeo fitty thouſand years older then the Moon; and hath fram'd 
many Fabulous Tales of Eve's Great Grand mother, whoſe Father, as he 
* Our born be- ſays, was call'd * Preadaemita. He affirms alſo, almoſt in the ſame words 
fore 44em. . with the * Atheiſt of Florence, that we ſhould have certainly known the 
Cuſtoms and Accidents of the former World, but that a great Deluge 
happen'd in Adam's time, by which all the Records of the foregoing A- 
ges weredeſtroy'd,and no Perſons preſerv'd but Adam and his Wife,two 
Mountainous Shepherdsz and that Adam to gain the Glory of beiog re- 
puted the firſt Father of a new World (a ſtrange Ambition to ſeize upon 
the thoughts of a poor Shepherd) agreed with his Wife to conceal the 
knowledge of that which was deſtroy'd, from their Children: by which 
meas it came to paſs, as he gueſſes,that we have only the notice of abour 
five or fix thouſand yearstime , but ſuppoſes that Adam's Poſterity did 
find ſome Remembrances of another State, yer, to ſupport the Honour 
of their Family, reckon'd them but Fabulous Devices made by ſome of 
their Predeceſlours. 
» 4loveref * Philedoneris one wholly devoted to a Voluptuous Life, of which he 
FHleafure, hath made choice as his only Happineſs, as he faith, meerly in Imitation 
of the Exemplary Vertues of the Epicurean Gods, who rej<Cing the 
troubleſome Cares of this lower World,do nothing but feaſt themſelves 
in Heaven. Hewas inclin'd to Senſuality by his Natural Complexion ; 
but when he doubted a man was made for more noble purpoſes then 
thoſe of which a Swine is capable, he was confirm'd in his way by two of 
: 41 121 bis Companions,'Partbretus and>Udemelion, who made him believe that 
b Xothing Fu- Men have no ſouls, but that as they are born and- grow like Beafts, fo 
m_— they wax old and die as they do, and are not accounjable in another 
World for what they do in this. When 'he put this ſcruple to them , 
But what if the Soul ſhould be Immortal? You need not fear that, 
ſaid they ; for if Souls, ſuppoſing that there are ſuch thiogs, did not 
periſh with their Bodies, they would beſo thick crowded together in 
the other World, that ſome of them would have been glad of the 
Errand to come and tell Atheiſts of their Errour, and reprove them for 
ae ſpeaking againſt their Exiſtence. With ſuch fooliſh Arguments they 
feſurs, have perſwaded poor * Philedones to believe that all Felicity is in Pew 
| ure 
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ſure,and that only to be meaſur d by the Be!ly;zand with the help of * Ga: * 4great En 
ſtrimargus,|| Cantharus and f Aphrodiſins, whom he hath made Purveyors 2 Tankard. 
for his inordioate Appetites, He is ſo improv'd in Luxury,that he will not + 4vencrom 
eat without a Deaths Head hung over the Table, nor drink but in a Pr#- perſon. 
apns, and will have none to preſent his Ambroſta but a Ganymede. He re- 

pents of nothing but the Time which when he was young he loſt io ſeri- 

ous Studies; and to ſignifie to the World that he is a reai Convert, he 

hath declar d thi: he will have no remembrance after Death, but a 
Monument made after the faſhion of that Statue which Sardanapalus 

had at Anchiala, ard this Epitaph upon his Tomb, HERE LIES 

ALL PHILEDONES. | | | 

* Pſychopannix creates his Companions ſome diſturbance, for he con- # rhe Zterna! 
tends that the Soul is a ſubſtance diſtin from the Body,and ſhall awake" of the 
again, though it ſleep a while in the ſtate of Separation, beivg not able me 
to live out of the Body : but becauſe he was in ſume doubt whether the 
Soul, having ſnor'd many hundreds or thouſands of years without fo 
much as any Dream of Life or Senſe, will not afterwards be unable to 
know it ſelf again, they were content to take him into their Company 
as an Honeſt Heretick: but of late || {demreV/or hath made him much more || xobing 18 
acceptable, for, as the only way to make him hope to eſcape the Puniſh- ©*- 
ment of a Wicked Life, he hath perſwaded him to be of his Opinion , 

That there is no Judgment to come, and that the ReſurreGion is a mere - 
Fable. 

+ Ajynetus is one whole part in this Infernal Tragedy is, with a ſcurri- + 4« tmpra- 
lous boldneſs to traduce the notion of Conſcience ; and he hath ated it 4 prrſen. 
ſo to the Life, that thoſe which have ſeen him have imagin'd that he hath 
often ſtab*d that tender part of his Soul : But ſome that know his Con- 

{titution ſay, that ſuch a callous Matter is grown round about his heart, 

that no Dagger will pierce 1t. He doth teach Men to take off the ſenſe of 

Sin by committing it often; thatis, tocontraCt an Habitual Impenitency 

by a frequent Repetition of Wicked ACtions,and to rifle the Native Mo- 

deſty of their Souls, by adding greater Crimes to ſmaller Sins: herein 
following the dami1'd Example of thoſe Traitors. who make it their Ex- 

cuſe for committiog the higheſt Villanies, that they have already done 

ſuch as can be defended by no other Means. He hath utterly ſpoild a 

young Gentleman call'd * Saprobixs,whom he hath wade a miſerable Spes + gy, of a cr. 
Qtacle of a Vicious Life; Sin hath done its utmcſt upon him, having now r#ps Life 
left him nothing but a deſpairing Soul in a putrid Body. 1 look at him as 
irrecoverably loſt, becauſe he is mortified to all fenſe of Ingenuous Prin- 
ciples ; by which means he hath broken off from himſelf thoſe Handles 

by which God doth take hold of us, and ſeems to have murther'd thoſe 
friendly Guardians which God hath appointed to reduce {uch as think to 

free themſelves from their Obedience by a rebellious Flight. 

* Medenarete is a She-Philoſopher,and ſo 10 many reſpects acceptable to » yin: # no+ 
+ Antitheus.Aer Opinions are very conformable to Saprobius his PrafQtices: 1s, 
She eſteems Vertue nothing but Words, Laws the Opinions of Men in LE OM 
Power ; She denies that there are any Eternal Rules of Righteouſneſs, 
which took their Original only from Gud, or that there are any Indiſper- 
ſable Principles of Good and Evi), or that God hath written any Laws 
upon Humane Nature in any other ſenſe,but that Vertue and Vice are de- 
terminable by the Cuſtoms of divers Countries,and holy Rules varieble 
according to different Fancies of ſeveral Ages or Perſons ; That Religtz 
ous Conſtitutions are ovly founded in the Wills of Princes, and Piet 
ſupported by the Credulity of the Ignorant Vulgar,and che Obedierce of 
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ſuch are as forc'd to do what they are commanded.She doth boldly 2ftirm 
that itis only a Ruſtick Baſhfulneſs , or elſe a Cowardly Fezt, that hir- 
ders Men and Women from faying or doing any thing when they are out 
of the reach of the Law; and that what is abhorr'd by all the World as 
moſt Evi), would become good if it pleas'd thoſe who have Authority to 
determine ſo; and that what is generally embrac'd as naturally Good be. 
cauſe jt agrees with the Common Principles of all Mankind, would be- 
come Evil, and ought to be rejected as Wicked, if the Laws of Men did 
appoint fo. This is that brave , Medenarete with whom ® Antithens js in- 
finitely inamour'd, | 

W hat © Afiromantis is,you may partly gueſs by thoſe wild Notions of 
Fantaſtical Aſtrology, of which you have heard ſomething in the Prince's 
Diſcourſe with Dzaporon His Cuſtom is to tell ſtrange Stories,and to pre- 
tend an extraordinary Ability to do great Matters by reaſon of his pecu- 
liar acquaintance with the Stars; which he eſteems the Principal Abilicy 
of a Phyſician, and abſolutely neceſſary to one that hopes to be ſucceſs- 
ful. * Thaumatnrgns is a Jack-pudding to the Mountebank, and goes a- 
long io his Company much-what with the ſame Grace that the Monky 
doth with the Bears. 1 will not trouble you with any longer Deſctiption 
of him, you will quickly hear of himin * Poliſtherion, t Amopheles is an in« 
timate friend of Aftromantis : he is wholly taken up with making of Ta- 
liſmans, 7. e. uſeleſs Images Imboſs'd or ingraven in Stone, Wood or Me- 
tal, under certain Conſtellations, made to repreſent ſome Celeſtial Pla- 
net or Conjundion of Stars , that is, bearing the Figure of thoſe living 
Creatures which are deſcrib'd in the Heavens, and eſpecially in the Zo- 


 diack, which hath its name from them. Theſe being thus compos'd, as 


he faith, receive a Power from above 3 for the Stars being much taken with 
the Reſemblance of their Figures, ſend down potent Influences upon 
thoſe ſmall pieces of Stone, Wood or Meta], which they not only retain 
themſelves, but are alſo able to impart to other Matters of the ſame Fi- 
gure, as toa piece of Clay or Wax takipg an Impreſſion from thew. His 
Taliſmans thus made,do, as he would make us to believe,in a natural and 
conſtant way ſtrange VVonders: as for Example, they drive away Ser- 
pents and Rats from Cities, cure thoſe which are bitten by mad Dogs or 
ſtung by Scorpions, chaſe away hurtful Inſects of the Fields, as Locults 
and Caterpillars, and deliver People from the Peſtilence and all Conta- 
gions of the Air z nothing of all this depending upon any Converſation 
with Spirits ; which he efteems Fancies, 

Thus, as he ſays, he hath receiv'd the old Art by which the Jews 
made Teraphims, and the Arabiars and Apyptians fram'd Statues 
according to the Rules of Aſtrology and Natural Magick, and ha- 
ving fetch'd down the Spirits of the Stars , impriſon'd them in theſe 
Shrines much after the ſame manner that Pemors are ſaid to be 1n- 
cluded in Humane Bodies, by which means their Taliſmans of Braſs and. 
Stone do move and ſpeak,and reſolve thoſe Queſtions which are pro- 
pounded to them : 1 ſuppoſe Roger Bacon's Brazen:head was fome ſuch 
thing. By this Art the Brachzrans, whom we muſt not think to have 
been Magicians, made Boys of Braſs, which ſerv'd in their Meat, and 


fd VVine to the Table when they entertain'd Apollionivs, It may be - 


that by a reſemblance of this rare Philoſophy the Laplanders make Iron 
Frogs, which hop upon alittle Drum whoſe Head is fill'd with many 
barbarous CharaQters drawn with blood, and as they reſt upon different 
Figures enable thoſe which look upon them to divine concerning Wind 
and YVeather, and dire them concerning Fiſhing and Ry 
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Why may not the Laplanders tancy lome of the Fignres in the Zodiack to 
be Frogs, as ealily as others can ſee Fiſhes there > Who knows but the 
Piper of Halberſtade was of this Profeſſion, and had ſome Taliſmans in 


= 
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his Pocket when he drove the Rats into the River and the Boys into the | 


Hill? Thus NeZanabo, a glorious Inſtance of this Heavenly Skill, made 
Ships of Wax, no doubt under the Influences of Argo, and then drown'd 
them, by which means he ſunk thoſe of his Enemies ; as Witches make 1I- 
mages of wax under ſome Malignant Aſpe&, and then prick them with 
Pins or melt them,when they would afflict or deſtroy thoſe perſons which 
are repreſented by them, | 
As Experience doth manifeſt the Truth of theſe EffeQts, ſo he ſays the 
Reaſon is evident from the Nature of Reſemblance, which draws the 
Power of the Stars to Bodies which are imprinted with like Figures to 
themſelves;Imagining vainly that, becauſe ſume Inavimate things do bear 
the Images of others that have Life, that the Figure doth both form the 
Matter, becauſe Toads are ſometimesfound in the mid(t of a firm ſtone, 
and give it Operation, becauſe Plants are ſometimes Medicinal to that 
Member of Humane Bodies which they reſemble: not conlidering that 
thoſe ſmall particles of Matter which have a Vegetative Power are alſo 
endued with a plaſtick Vertue, by which they form themſelves into thoſe 
Figures which are ſutable to their Natures. So the Seminal Atoms which 
are preſerv'd inthe Aſhes of a Roſe ina Glaſs, are rais'd through the A(- 
ſiltance of Fire 1vto the colour and figure which the Flower had before 
it wasreduc'd to Powder. He doth not mind alſo that many things which 
are mark'd have no Operation upon thoſe living Creatures to which 
they azclike z and that where they have,, it is God's care of our Good , 
who by theſe external Signatures hath given us notice of the Vertue 
which he hath put into the Nature of things : as by the red Drops which 
arc viſible in the Stone call'd Heliotropinm, he hath ſhew'd us with what 
we may {top blood, and without which Natural power the Figure which 
he talks of would do no more good, then ſoft Butter will ſtab a man be- 
ing made up into the Figure of a Dagger. But that which he ſays concer- 
ning their deriving a power from above by the (imilitude which they have 
of ſome Celeſtial Figure, is moſt ridiculous; for who knows not,that hath 
ever look d upon the tace of the Heavens,that the Scorpion in the Zodiak 
is no more like the Scorpion in the Earth then a Catzand that the ſign call'd 
Aries reſembles a Bull as much as a Ram ? And what thing is ſo different 
'from another, but they will be able to reconcile it in their great Fancy, 
who imagine the Seven Stars to be a good piQture of a Bear? So a Jewiſh 
Aſtronomer pretending to read the Deſtinics of Kingdoms 1n the politi- 
on of the Stars, form'd each Star into ſuch a Character as fitted the Noti- 
ons which he would have expreſs'd by the word which was to be made up 
of them;and another poſleſs'd with a different Imagination makes other 
Figures of them, and fo ſpells the ſame Stars wto other Syllsbles, and at 
laſt reads them into a quite contrary ſenſe to the former. 
But * Anopheles ſupplying the Dete&t of Real ſimilitude with Imaginary, 
is ſo abus'd with this Idle Fancy, that he thinks thoſe men to have but a 
weak Faith & ſmall] Learning,that do not believe that all ſuch as are born 
under the (ign of the Kam will be meek like Sheep, and thoſe which had 
the Lion for their [1gn will be valiant. So all that had the ill luck to be 
born under the Dart of Sagittarius mult be kill'd;and all thoſe ſuffer Ship- 
wrack whoſe Nativity was ſo diſpos'd by the Bucket of Aquarins.He tells 
the World that all and only ſuch as receive ivfluence from Virgo 1n their 
 Birth.ſhall have disſhelv'd Hair, be Beautiful and Modett, and have no 
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T 4 High tal- 
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Children; giving us leave to infer that no Zthiopian, no Mother, no 
W hore, ever had the Virgin in their Horoſcope, | 

I ſhould have wonder'd that any man could found a Belief of {:+-/: 
ſtrange things upon ſo weak Principles, but that I remember how :+:. 
vain Reſemblance fancied agaioſt all ſober Reaſon hath abus'd conceited 
people in other Caſes. So Ananias Jerancurins thought he could explain 
the Prophecies of Daniel and St. John by the Figures of two Fiſhes which 
were takenup not very long fince, one upon the Coaft of Norway, the 
other of Pomerania ; which he might undertake as rationally, as another 
could perſwade himſelf that we are to reckon juſt ſo many years from 
the Death of our Saviourto the World s End, as there are Verſes in Da: 
vid's Plalter. Thus ſome have pretended under a pleaſant Influence trom 
ſome jocund Conſtellation,to frame a piece of Iron which ſhould make a 
Woman that paſs'd over it to laugh and (ingzand have boaſted that from 
a ſad Planet,l ſuppoſe it muſt be Sat»rz,they will draw ſuch a Melancho: 
lck influence into a Load-ſtone, that being laid under the bed of a Wo: 
man that is not Chaſte, it will make her talk in her ſleep and confeſs her 
lios, or fall out of her bed, eſpecially if ſhe put off her left ſhoe before 
her right. 

I am glad, ſaid * Philalethes continuing his Diſcourſe, that theſe Fancies 
make you merry; (for Bertivolio and b 4Amyntor could not forbear faugh- 
iog) I was afraid you would have been wearied, for 1 made my ſtory the 
longer becauſe Anopheles will not converſe freely with ſuch as you are, 
and takes z great pride in concealing the Myſteries of his Admirable Arr, 
and will by no means prophane them or expoſe them to Contempt by 
Communication : for he ſuppoſeth they are Cnrieſ#ties #n:beard of before 
his time, and which none koows but himſelf. But fince your patience holds 
out ſo well, 1 will alſo give you an accompt of < Scepticus., He is one of 
the Buffoons general to this wild Company, ond hath accuſtomed him- 
felf ſo long to believe or dis-believe any thing, that he is now not much 
unlike thoſe people who , having loſt their Palate by the Malignity of 
ſome Diſeaſe, are not able to diſtinguiſh the various Reliſhes of good or 
bad Meat, His chief Employment is to make a ſ{trange kind of Ballance 
according to ſome Rules which he hath receiv'd from one Pyrrho, and his 
hopes are, that when it is finiſh'd he ſhall by this rare Inſtrument be able 
to bring Truth and Falſhood to an Zquilibrium. He is aſſiſted in this De- 


* 4b; h Talker. fign by *Hip/agoras and *Antigraphns. He hath lately open'd a new Aca- 
” demy, in which he reads weakly Lectures out of three Books which he 


hath written (call'd Labyrimths) concerning the Art of Dis-believing all 
things. In the Firſt he aſlerts, That there cet þ In the Second, that 
though there be ſomething,yet it is not Comprehenſible by men:Inthe 384, 
Thatthough we do underſtand ſome things, yet we cannot explatn them 
to others. He hath two orders of Scholars:thofe which are of a lower Raok 
he calls-Degrues, which are ſuch weak Wits that they doubt concerning 


molt things which.others aſſent to. Upon the other which are of a higher 


Form he hath beſtowed the title of Forts Efprits, whom by his artifices 
he hath brought to that PerfeRion,that they believe nothing. They are ſo 
valiant,that they will talk in defiance oftheir own Faculties, & are able 
to ſwallow the greateſt ContradiQion as eaſily as a HeFor can drink a Frog 
in a Glaſs of Wine. They make no queſtion but a Part may be as big 
as the Whole, and that, for any thing we know, Men may be and not be 
at Once; or, which is all one to them, they may be dead when they think 
themſelves alive. Hypſagoras is one of his chief Profelytes, and ſpeaks 


ivfinitely in the praiſe of his Maſter, preferring him before all the Philo- 
| ſophers 
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ſophers that ever were io the World,except Pyrrho:deſpiſeth thoſe which 
ſay they find in their Souls connate Notions of Truth and Falſhood,and 
a natural ſenſe of Good andEvil; and rejeQs the moſt approv'd and 
general Sentiments of Mankind : ſays, that all Diſcourſe is but the Sen- 
tences of Blind men concerning Colours, and Induſtry is but mens In- 
quiry after they know not whatzand that it is as certain that men have no 
Criterion to diſcern by, as it is a great doubt-whether there be any Men 
or no. He will wear often (for he accompts Oaths as neceſſary Orna» 
ments of Gentile Speech) that we cannot diſtinguiſh the brighteſt Day 
from the darkeſt Night, and that no man can tell when he is awake. He 
affirms, that if men do but ſpeak boldly and make a noiſe with great 
words, that Non-ſenſe is as good as Senſe, and that 


The Gentle Whale whoſe Feet ſo fell 
Flie o're the Mountains Tops, 


15 as good a Poem as any Ode in Horage; that Ovid's Metamorphoſes is as 
true as Polybins his Hiſtory, and that Tome Thumb is a Book altogether as 
uſeful as Plutarch or Seneca, He ſuppoſeth Stones to underſtand as much 
as Men,and that pieces of Wood can ſpeak, but they are ſullen and will 
not. In ſhort, he aſſerts that we ought to believe Nothing, and that he 
doth not believe himſelf. 

$ Scepticus hath ſeduc'd many young Wits into his Academy, and hath * 0ne whe 
gratified the Licentiouſneſs to which their Age is but too prone with ſuch 77%" oe 
pleaſing Principles,that he hath made himſelf an abſolute Maſter of their * 
Souls, and they have ſworn uoreſerv'd Obedience to his Orders. 

I remember,a Gentleman riding with him upon the Rode,and hearir 
him often ſay that we are ſure of Nothing,told him that his words did in- 
clude a ContradiQtion; for if we know that we know nothing, we are 
ſure that we are Ignorant. This Argument doth not prove what you de- 
ſire, replied * Hyp/agoras, for it is but like a purging Potion, which ex- « 4 x16 1:1. 
pelling many Humours doth withall carry away it ſelf. I rather thiok, ker: ' 
 faid the Gentlemao, that it 1sa Counter-poiſon, which freeing the Soul 

from the dangerous InfeCtion of an irrational Incredulity, reſtores the 
Mind as it works to ſo much health, that it is able to conclude that it 
knows at leaſt its own Ignorance, and ſo makes an Antidote of Venome : 
The Argument proving it ſelf by this means of as good Effet tothe 
Soul as our Bodies find of Phyſick, which when it is purg'd away leaves 
us io a more healthful condition. But there are better Arguments againſt 
brutiſh Unbelicf, and I ſhould wonder what hinders their operation in 
you, ſaid the Gentleman continuing his Diſcourſe; but that I know 
your Sect is extremely diſtemper'd with a ſtrong Connexion of lg- 
norance and Pride, which is manifeſt, beſides divers other things , 
in this, that you would have us believe you that we ought not to be- 
lieve none. 

Diſcreet Perſons have left off to diſpute with'i Scepticus and his Diſciples, * 9% who 
knowing that it is to no purpoſe to talk to ſuch as obſtinately deny the rom oe 
moſt evident things in the World, Some years fince we wondred at a 
ſtravge ſtory which was told us of a Village in Africk, whoſe inhabitants 
were all ſaid to be petrefied ; but now I thiok it is no ſuch great matter , 
fince I have (een men 1n our own Country transform'd fo far into a dege- © 9w who 


X h hi lſheod 
nerous Nature,that they are mortified to common ſenſe. I will tell you a ] he Agr 


Trick which was Jately put upon * Joſthenes,one of Scepticn: his Admirers, i probabiliey. 


at a Gentlemans Houſe whoſe name is! Antifthenes, by a witty Youth who | 9% 2c 


: »ferb Lſofthe- 
waited 4h Ye 


C 


ayuda ew Mts A 
AR 


94 Bentivolio and Urania. Book V_ 


waited at the Table where he was at Dinner. The Youth had heard him 
talk as he thought very abſurdly, That our Knowledge 1s ſo imperfect, 
that we are not aſſured of any thing 3 and reſolving to venture a beating 
by making a waggiſh trial whether Iſofiberes did belicve what he ſaid,or 
ſpoke only ina way of proud contradiction to the ſenſe of all the World, 
he procur'd two of his Fellow ſervants to aſlilt him in his Defign, His 
Device was this; When 1ſofthexes call d for Wine, he gave him a Glaſs of 
Vinegar 3 which when Ioſthenes had taſted, What, {{aith he) doſt thou 
2buſe me, Boy ? I ask'd for Wine. And I gave you Wine, ſaith the Youth. 
No, replied 1ſeſthenes, this is Vinegar. Do not believe that, Sir, ſaid the 
Youth, it is Wane. It is ſo, ſaid his Aſſociates, for we ſaw him fill it, Ha / 
ſaid 1ſoſthenes with a paſſionate Air,ſhall I not believe my ſelf? The ſmell 
is not that of Wine, the colour is very different, and the taſte quite con- 
trary. Sir, replyed the Youth, our Sences deceive us; for any thing that 
I know, Vinegar and Wine are the ſame, I have no faculty by which 1 
can diſtinguiſh one from the other, 1 beſcech you be not diſpleas'd with 
me, for itis my unhappineſs thatl, do not know any ſign by which may 
be afſur'd what Liquor 1s Wine, what 1s not, or whether there be an 
Wine or other Liquor in the VVorld./ ſoſthenes was not a little angry; for 
he ſawhimſelf abus'd, and was the more vex'd becauſe the Company 
laugh'd at him; for whilſt the Youth defended himſelf by. diſputing a- 
gainſt him with his own Arguments, they were much pleas'd to ſee how 
cunningly he had inſoar'd him, and made him endure the pradtice of his 
own Rules. But Antiithenes, to appeaſe the wrath of Toſthenes,prudent- 
ly told him that it was below him to be angry at a ſaucy Boy, and order'd 
the youth to be carried forth and beaten for his Preſumption ; though in 
his Mind he approv'd his fault, knowiug that beſides theſe which his ſer- 
vant had us'd, there are no other means to reduce ſuch obſtinate Diſſem: 
blers to their Right Mind, except burning Coals or good Cudgels, This 
Iofthenes, among(t his other Fooleries, uſed to diſpute againſt Motion, 
and pleas'd himſelf with this trifling Sophiſm to make good his Opinion 3 
if any thing be jn Motion,it muſt be moved either in the place where it is, 
or where it is not, It is not moved in the place where it is, for there it 
reſts : And it cannot move in the place where it isnot, for how-ein any 
thing a in the place where it is not? It happer'd as he rode one day out 
of the City he tell from his Horſe, and having put his Shoulder out of 
joyrt, he was forced to betake himſclt to Sotericur, a noble Chirurgi- 
or, and to defire his help. Sotericus haviog heard of his Humour, re- 
* 0»: who en- ſoly'd to make himſelf ſome ſpurt with * Iſoſthenes, and told him that 
as + his Shoulder was in the right place, and that it was impoſſible for his or 
babilitzof any other mans to be diſlocated; alledging that no bone could be put 
+ aiſebeed with out of joynt but by moving out of the place in which it was,or in which 
; it was not; neither of which are poſlible, T/oſthenes ſeeing himſelf jeer'd, 
pray d Sotericus to uſe no Arguments in that point with one that wasne- 
ceſlitated to dis:believe them by the great Pain which he felt, and allo a 
diſability to uſe his Arm. Very well, replied Sotericus, fince you are 
convinc'd of your Folly in arguing againſt Motion by the diſlocation of 
1,7 Fov'r of ' a Bone, I will confirm you in your right Mind by putting it -into its 
d 4#n Atheift. place agaln, | 7 
© 4» Autiſcri> T have now,procteeded *Philalethes,given you the Characters of all , An- 
_ tithens his Companions,except © Antigraphus,and I muſt not omit him;for 
Joubrs al ag he joyns with * Scepticus and © Hypſagoras in decrying the Condutt of 
—_ ;-.;. Natural Reaſon,ſo he hath a particular delight in vilifying the Aſſurances 
igh Tal- "_ SITES ongith,. oy 
bers of divine revelation. His common Sport is to jeer atReligion,and he thinks 


they 
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they have but a fooliſh Wit who ſcruple to make a Jeſt of any thing. He 
ſays that Protagoraz was buta Cowardly Fellow,becauſe he did not write 
more politively,and reviles the 4thenjans for burning his Books, only he : 
laysthey did ſomething expiate their Crime by giving Hemlock to that 
troubleſome Moraliſt Socrates, Heis deputed by Antithens to quarrel with 
all Books which contradict the Opinions and Practices of his SeCt,eſpeci- 
ally ro diſparage the Authority of the Holy Goſpel : which he endea- 
vours ſometimes by taking occaſion, where none is given, to blame the 
Matter 3 ſometimes he diſlikes the Style, ſometimes he falls foul upon the 
Author, ſometimes reviles his Sctibes; ſometimes he pretends an incon- 
gruity inthe Hiſtorical Narrations 3 at other times he vilifies the Ratio- 
nal ſenſe : Being unable to diſtinguiſh between ſeeming Ditferences and 
real Contradiftions, or to explain things which are obſcurely exprefs'd, 
he puts the diſhonour of his own ImperfeQions upon others,and accuſeth 
the Holy Writers ſometimes of Falſhood,alwayes of Ignorance. Some: 
times he quotes the perſonal Iofirmities of ſome Writers which they have 
confeſs'd; and makes, what he had never known but that they told him, 
Objefions againſt their Books;expreſiing Malice where they have ſhewn 
Ingenuity : for it was not Imprudence but Humility in them to acknow- 
ledge their own Weakneſſes , whoſe Deſign was not to do Honour to 
themſelves, but to ſerve their Great Maſter ; and made it impoſlible for 
generous perſons to think that they would lie in his behalf, when they 
ſpoke true againſt their own Intereſt, 

Sometimes he abuſeth that Holy Book by taking ſingle Words and 
pieces of Sentences out of ſeveral places, and putting them together,as 
if he were making a Cento Biblicns; by this means forcing them to ex- 
preſs a Ridiculous ſenſe, which thoſe Divine Leaves abhor, and endea- 
vouring to make others think that they favour abſurd things, though 
whoſoever turns them over knows that if they mention them in one 

| place, they condemn them in twenty, But ſuch Unworthiceſs doth 
become one that hath taken ſome of the Fragments of Cel/us, the worſt 
teaves in L«cian, and having bound them together with ſome of the moſt 
putrid pieces of Vanninus, Aretine and Rablais hath made them his 
Bible. 

In the height of his Impudence he forgeth blaſphemous Cavils againſt 
the Unſpotted Innocence, the Perfe&t Goodneſs and Unparall'd Pru- 
dence of the Great Prince AnaxanaFor, and afſperſeth his Diſcipline as 
a thing founded in Ignorance, and which expoſeth thoſe which enter- 
tain it to ſcorn and injury; wilfully neglecting to ſee that which is vilt- 
ble to all that can read, that as * Anaxanaton was the Mirrour of ab- + rh King of 
ſolute PerfeQion in his own Example, ſo his Goſpel is full of wiſe Coun» £29,947 tors 
ſels and prudent Rules ; that it is adorn'd with the nobleſt Explications © 
of Vertue, and doth ſo much tend to the Melioration of the World,that 
no Method was before diſcover'd which io any reſpect could be equall'd 
with itz and hath ſo fully ſpoken toall important Caſes, that nothing can 
be added to make it more complete or uletu! ; and hath its Credibility 
ſoſtrongly ſupported, that no other Book can come iato Competition, 
nor any Caviller be ſuccefsfully Malicious, Its Divine Authority being 
firſt fgnified by Prophecy and Miracles, and the Truth of what is (aid in 
Honour of it confirm'd by Univerſal Tradition, | 

One thing 1 ihould wonder at, but that I can admire nothing which * An: * anti ſcripre- 
tigraphus ſays.ſince I know what heis, which is,that he ſhould prevail with 
himfelf to affirm , as he doth 1n one of his ſcurtitous Rooks , That the 
Founders of Cliriftian Religion had never eſtablith'd th ir Dydrines, but 
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that among other Devices they burnt the Books of the Heathen Poets 
and Hiſtorians, and deftroy'd the Memorials of the Gentile Theology, 
Here the Atheiſt was ſo uolearned that he had never read, or ſo malici- 
ous that he would not remember,that the ancient Patrons of Chriſtianity 
were Perſons accompliſh'd with all Humane Literature, and both made 
uſe of the Heathen Books as very fit Inſtruments to overthrow their Ido. 
latrousOpinions and Worſhip,and reſented it as a greatOppreſſion when 
the Doors of thoſe Schools where ſuch Books were taught were ſhut a- 
gainſt their Children; and were ſo far from endeavouring to deſtroy a- 
ny Regiſters of Antiquity,that one of the moſt learn'd of all the Heathen 
Emperours us'd all poſlible means to ve made Maſter of the Library of a 
Chriſtian Biſhop after his death, knowing it was well furniſh'd with ſuch 
3s he eſteem'd Excellent Authors : and that thoſe Fathers ofthe Chriſti- 
anChurch recorded nothing falſe in their own Hiſtoriesis manifeſt, in that 
they appeal'd from them in their Apologies to the Annals of their 
Enemies, 

But this Impoſtor not much caring what he ſaid, having falſly accus'd 
the Chriſtians of unhandſome praQtices, would alleviate it by ſaying,that 
the Heathens deſerv'd to be ſo us'd becauſe the Profeſſours of Gentiliſm 
had praQtic'd the ſame Arts agaioſt the Set which went before it.Perver- 
{ly imagioiog (for he never had any Evidence for his bold Aſſertion, but 
good Records of the contrary,) That it could not be otherwiſe, fince, as 
he ſuppos'd,the SeCts muſt needs change often in long Periods of time ; 
and thoſe he fancied as long as he pleas'd ; and thought he had abun- 
dantly proved what he ſaid by a quotation of a later Date, i.e. That Chri- 
ſtianiſm hath deſtroy'd Judaiſm,and the Religion of the Turks hath over- 
thrown Chriſtianity, Which argument is only a ſtory guilty of manifeſt 
Falſhood - for Chriſtianity did only reform Judaiſm, which confeſs'd it 
ſelf to be but a Temporary Mode of Worſhip,and by reaſon of many Im: 
perfeCtions capable of being improv'd ; and that Turciſm hath vanquiſh'd 
Chriſtianity is no more true, then that the Turk is Maſter of all Chriſten- 
dom. 

Heregſaid * Phi/alethes,l have good reaſon to make an end of ſpeaking, 
for I have troubled you with too prolix Deſcriptions of Unworthy Per: 
ſons. Bentivolzo and Amyntor, ſenlible of their engagement to Phzlalethes, 
gave him thavks, and being much amaz'd at his Report,thought that this 

+ Degenrears Country, if any inthe World, deſerv'd to be call'd f Theriagene ; but by 

_ the Prudence and Civility which they ſaw in Phzlalethes, they perceived 

that the Apoltacy was not General, and upon his invitation ſtay'd at his 

Houſe a few days, both to relieve the Solitude of fuch an Excellent Per- 

ſon with their Converſation, and to enjoy that Felicity 1n his Company 

which they expected not in any other part of Theriagene. But the Sympa- 

thy which they had with the afflicted ſtate of the moſt Princely Alethion, 

and the Miſery which the better part of his Kingdom ſuffered with him, 

made Bentivolio reſolve to depart towards Poliſtherion, both to ſatisfie 

himſelf as to the extents ofa ſtrange Calamity,and to inform himſelf whe- 

ther there were yet any Poſlibilities of Deliverance. He thought he might 

undertake this with leſs ſuſpicion, ſince he travel'd through the Country 

as a meer Strapger : and leſt he ſhould make himſelf a more unfit Ioſtru- 

ment to put his purpoſes in Execution, he took a more ſpeedy leave of 

* 4 Lover of * Philalethes,and with his faithful Companion || Amyntor begun his Jour- 

| 4m Helper ney towards + Poliftherion, deſiring to know the Perſons whom he had 

+ The City of already ſeen in Picture,and to. vieth the Country it ſ{e)i vi which Philale- 
Beafts, thes had given him ſuch an exatt Landskip. 

The End of the Fifth Book, THE 
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tains the Re- 
roach of many 


Magn, HE ſecond day after King * Jlethion and his Companions pe "1 Sagan 
—_ {parted from * Mzſopſeuaes his Houſe,they arrived ups the Demonftra- 
—_—_— { . 4 

= SB, on the Borders of © Theoprepia, They were forc'd to 9 ſevere! 


=I| Important 


Pr lodge one Night ina Deſert peopled only with wild Tubs. 

ESS&$ Þealts,and troguatd themſelves againſt their harmful Ap- df you of 
N= proches by encowpalling themſelves with Fires. This pe of 

Fr Wilderneſs was made horrid upon one fide with the Fl/beod. ** 

dark ſhades of o!d Trees, and on the other with vaſt CES 

Precipices,and the Noiſe of a Roaring Sea whichdoth perpetually keat up- 

on the Rocks with mighty Waves. Here they reltev'd themſelves with Meat 

and Wine which they carried with them. The next day about noon they came 

ro the famous Cave * Phylace,fituate not far from the Seaſide. Alethion having a , Priſon. 

heard ſtrange things related concerning it,did much defire to ſee if the Truth 4 Deſcription 

was anſwerable to the Report. The Mouth of this Den open'd intoa paſſage ſo euked Gal 

full of Horror and Darkneſs, that they durſt not reſolve preſently to make an i the other | 

entrance into it. Whillt they remain'd in Doubt,an 01d man who got a ſinall 2974, repre- 

Iiving by guiding Strangers through the Meanders of that Vault, came to- + 7 

ward them with a Dark Lantern and ſome Torches, offering them his Afſi- preſions,whict 

ſtance ; and having lighted his Tapers,and diſtributed to them according to [2 (A, -taf 

the Number of thoſe who were to go in,he led them the way: They follow'd Scriptures. 

being encourag'd by the boldneſs of their Guide ; and he was not afraid, 

having made the Danger familiar by Cuſtom. The Paſſages were rough,and 

nuuch like to thoſe broken Stairs which are uſually ſeen in the ruinous Walls 

of an old Caſtle. When they had gone about a hundred paces, ſometimes 

climbingupward, ſometimes creeping downward,and often winding about; 

they came to a place, which had the Reſemblance of a large Hall and ſeem'd 

to bo hollow'd our of the Rock, whoſe Roof was ſupported with Natural 

Arches and Pillars. Through this they came to another Room which had 

the faſhion of an 01d Chappel : upon the ſides of it they ſaw many Images 

of living Creatures rudely emboſs'd, and in the middle ſome hung down 

being faſtned to the Roof 3 which whether they were of moiſt Earth petre- 

fied or Water congeal'd to Stone , they were an Ornament not unſutable 
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ro the Place. The Horror of this dark Solitude was much encreas'd by the 

murmuring Noe of a River, whoſe Stream paſſing under many hollow Ca- 

verns through ſtreight places where it was pent up by too narrow a Chan- 

ne!, made a ſound not altogether unlike to grones : The water, as far as they 

could diſcern by their Torch-light, was of the ſame colour with Iron. A4- 

lethion and his friends were ſtruck with no finall Admiration at this ſtrange 

Geht; and whilſt every one was conjecauringat the Deſign of this Diſcon- 

folate Manſion, I think, ſaid Alethion, that it hath been an under-ground 
Temple conſecrated to Melancholy, or ſome Hermitage where Deſpair hath 
us'd to dwel!, orelſe a dark Priſon where guilty Souls have been ſhut up 
and made to endure a kind of Hell, You would more confidently pronounce 
what you ſay, replied the Old man who was their Guide, if you knew what 
I have ſeen in a remote corner of this Vault. What have you obſerv'd ? 
ſaid Alethion. Things ſo extraordinary, ſaid the Guide, that I am afraid 
you will hardly give credit to the report when I tell you.Poſſibly,anſwer'd 
the King, you way bring us tothe place, and then our Eyes will take away 
our Unbelief. No, replied the Old man; if I could, 1 durſt not : for [ 
was ſoundly beaten for my boldneſs,and charg'd no more to diſturb the pri- 

vacy of the Myſteries which were perform in that Place : but as one who 
not long ſince would needs venture the ſame way to!d me, a great part of a 
Rock is fallen down, and hath ſtopt the Paſſage which led to that Dungeon, 
by which means for ſome years none have been able to ſee or hear any thing. 
Then let us underſtand what we may by your relation, ſaid the King. [ 
ſhall obey your Command in that , ſaid the Old man, and proceeded af- 
ter this manner. As I often came into this place to condud thoſe who 
deſired to ce it, ſo TI went ſometimes alone into the innermoſt Hollowneſ's 
of the Vault, to ſatisfie my own Curioſity : and comming one day by a 
troubleſome Deſcent toa low Grate, I ſaw by the light of a ſmall Lap a 


SpeQtacle ſo miſerable, that I can never think upon it without Dread: and 


as your Eyes tell you that I am but too lively an Image of one that hath been 
affrighted, ſo by my diſcourſe you will underſtand the reaſon of my wan 
looks. Through [ron Bars which denied all other entrance but of mine Eys, 
I beheld ſuch Obje&s as I never deſire to ſee again ; Menand Women whoſe 
Fleſh was ſo waſted and their Skin ſo diſcoloured, that their Bodies ſeem'd 
to be only dry Bones inclos'd inblack Sack-cloth. Their Eyes were ſunk in- 
to their Heads, and ſtared wildly ; their Faces were pale like thoſe which 
are macerated with want of Meat ; ſome with their Teeth tore from their 
Arms thoſe ſmall parcels of Fleſh which were yet remaining upon them : 
and they perform'd this after ſuch a deſperate manner,. that it was manifeſt 
they endeavour'd rather to expreſs a Rage then to ſatisfie Hunger. Some 
lay upon the Dirty ground tied back to back, others were chain'd to Poſts 
with heavy Fetters; ſome were ſtretched upon painful Racks, and others 
laid upon hot Gridirons : Some made we weep to hear their Sighs ; All 
forc'd me to Sigh to ſee their Tears. I turn'd my Eye no where but I ſaw 
freſh occaſions to excite an unſpeakable Compaſſion, Some ran up and 
down diſtracted, and talk'd of Honour ; Some ſtruck their Heads againſt 
the fides of the Rock,and curs'd their Riches; ſome had Books of Accompts 
recited and deliver'd to them, which they threw away with a thouſand Ex- 
preſſions of Deſpair and Wrath.Some ſate upon the ground with their Arms 
a-croſs, and ſeem*d to be infinitely amaz'd when they were told what pains 
they had taken to bring themſelves to this Miſery ; and others, who were 
near them,tore wider the Wounds which bled already,by reproaching them 
: as 
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*; Cauſes of their unhappineſs too. In other places I ſaw ſome hang down 
their Heads and Curſe their mad Obſtinacy, and after a howling manner 
ſay, What ? Could nothing but Hell make us believe that there is a God ? 
Are theſe intolerable pains the Price of our Sins ? Lord ! at how dear a rate 
have we boughta little pleaſure ? Did thoſe who yer ſee the Light of the 
Sun but know to whag a filthy Dungeon we are contin'd,they would no long- 
er live in a Voluptuous careleſneſs, trifling away their Time, as we did ; 
nor think any thing tov great to do, or too hard to ſuffer; to ſecure them- 
ſelves from falling into this Infernal Pit , where old Mother Night, Origi- 
nal Darkneſs, Darkneſs that may be felt, dwells. Sure it was out of this 
Magazine of curſed Shades that the Atflicting Angel borrow'd that Pitchy 
Mitt which blinded and fetter'd the Egyptians, and here in this Store-houſe 
of Plagues herepos'd it again to our unſpeakable Torment. Ts there no 
Hope for the Damned ? Did thoſe who diſpute ſo eagerly concerning the 
Duration of our Miſeries feel what we ſuffer, they would think every Day 
a Year, a Year an Ape, an Age Eternity. O Annihilation? how deſirable 
art thou to ſuch as are oppres'd with a being unſufterably tormented ? We . 
have heard ſome ſay,that they had rather be any thing then Nothing : A ſhort 
ſtay in this place would make them change their Opinion. Would to God 
we had never been, or could yet ceaſe to be. Bur wwe wiſh Impoſſtbilities, 
being condemn'd to live an Inmortal Death. | 

I will trouble you no further, ſaid the good Old man, with a Repetition of 
calamitous Words ; only before you return I will ſhew you the outermoſt 
Paſſage which led towards that Mournful place.It is barr'd up,as I told you 
upon the Inſide with. the ruins of a Rock. Whilſt they were viewing the 
our-ſide of it, Alethion ſpied an Inſcription over the Door, and cauſing his 
Attendance to advance their Lights, he read theſe following Verſes, 


This is the Priſon of Apoſtate Souls, 

Within this Iron-Grate Vengeance controuls 

The Pride of Rebels, fetter'd in ſuch Chains 

As Fuſtice makes by linking Sins to Pains. 
Accompts are juſted Here : Bold Debtors now 
Are fort'd to pay, and ſay, "Tis what they owe. 
Here God's at laſt acknowledg'd, and Men ſec 
That Sin is Fonts. Hell « Verity. 

Here late Repentance dwells. He Hopeleſs Spirits 
Hate their own Being loaden with their e Merits. 
IWhere 4 wizewing Darknef clearly ſhows 
What God will do when Patience Fury grows. 


« Alethion and his Companions havingentertain'd themſelves a while with 4 Lover of 
the Contemplation of this ſtrange Houſe built by Nature under ground, re- ew. 
rurn'd ro the Lightſome Air;and deſigning nothing now bur to ſee Theoprepia, > boon my 
he made ſuch a good progreſs in his Journey, that about the time when the © 8rother!y 
Sun went down he came to Þ Xezodochinns, the chief City of © Philadelphia, **** 

The Governour having undeſtood that ſome were cometo Town, who b 
their garb and deportment appear'd to be no ordinary Perſons, ſent two 
Gentlemen, according to their Cuſtom, to offer what Acconmodation could 
be had in Nerodochium. Alethion's preſent condition forc'd him to ftand in 
need of their Courteſie, and the Nobleneſs of his Soul taught him to accept 
4c with ſuch an excellent Grace, that they found themſelves requited where 


© a they 


FIG—_—y fin. edt. ts 


Bentivolio and Urania. Book V1. 


* Such as have 
brotherly love, 


f 4 fight with 
beaits, 
* A worſhipper 


of God 


: 4lover of 
Truth, 

d i worſhipper 
of Ged. 

c Prudence. 

4 Love, 


they endeavour'd to oblige. They brought him and his Company to the 
Governours Houſe, who, though he had been us'd to Converſation with 


generous Perſons, was ſomething ſurpriz'd with the Preſence of theſe Guelts, 


eſpecially of Alethion ; but having quickly ſetled himſelf, he made the Rea- 
ſons of his Wonder Motives to a more exaGa obſervation of ſuch Rules as the 
preſent Accident made neceſſary to be prattis'd: He brought the Prince in- 
to Lodgings which were nobly furniſhed, and preſented all ſupplies after ſo 
handſome a faſhion, that A/erhion could not but judge the * Philadelphians, 
the moſt civil people in the World, And when he perceived by the excel- 
lent diſcourſe of thoſe Gentlemen who attended him , from how great a 
knowledge their Courteſie did proceed, he had no way to relieve his admi- 
ration, but by ſuppoſing that the Philadelphians were priviledged with an 
extraordinary temper of Soul, and by calling to mind , that they were go- 
verned according to moſt excellent Rules by the beſt of Princes- Which 
made him think to what a rais'd hight of Goodneſs brave Kings way elevate 
their Subjeas by making themſelves greac Examples: And how ſevere a 
Sentence they may juſtly expe& from God, when he ſhall call them to ac- 
count for teaching their people to degenerate into a low nature by their 
own ignoble Acions. And he was apt to determine in his thoughts, That the 
chief hope of the emendation of humane nature , which all good men pray 
for, doth nwch depend upon God's beſtowing vaſt meaſures of a divine ſpi- 
rit upon Princes. 

Though Alethion had given order to his Servants to conceal his name, and 
to allow no other notice of his quality or companions, but that they were 
ſtrangers, who travelling to ſee the World, deſired before their return home 
to viſit Theoprepia; yet his attempt to conceal himſelf proved ineftecual: For 
theglory of great Souls, not capable of being hid behind the thin veil of this 
fleſh,breaks through their bodies with [lluſtrious Rays,and commands Ho- 
nour ſuitable to their Worth. Thus the Philadelphians were aſſured that they 
had the happineſs to entertain one of the braveſt perſons in the World, 
though they knew not that he was call'd Alethion. The Governour was but 
young,and had either not been inthe Wars of + Theromachia,where Alethion 
did nobly aſſiſt * Theoſebive; or elſe had forgotten the feature of his face,and 
other CharaGers of his perſon. But the Prince , thinking it a neceſſary 
piece of juſt Civility to let him know-whom he had obliged, told him his 
Name. Alethion reſolving to ſtay here one day, both to ſee the City, and 
to return his acknowledgments to the Philadely hians, (ent one of his Gentle- 
men to Theoſebize, to give notice of his arrival in Theoprepia ; and to ſigni- 
fie, that he would wait upon him at his Court, when he ſhould pleaſe to 
give him leave. This Meſſenger carried news ſo unexpeRedly good, that 
it was above the faith of thoſe who heard it. The King would have pu- 
niſhed him as an Impoſtor, if he had not produc'd a Letter written by 
a Alethion, whoſe hand he very well knew. . * Theoſebis immediately con 
municated this news to « Phroneſiaand 4 Agape, who were at that time toge- 
ther lamenting the unfortunate death of 4/ethion, of which they had heard 
two dayes before. This contrary report brougnt ſo ſudden an alteration 
upon their Paſſions, that had not Incredulity ſtopt the working of their ſpi- 
rits for a while, and made this croſs motion more gentle, it had wrought 
ſome ſuch dangerous effe& upon their health, eſpecially in Agape, as tro- 
zen people find when they are haſtily removed out of cold ſnow toan hot 
fire. But when they were not only affured that Alethion was alive by read- 


ing his Letter, but underſtood alſoat how ſinall a diſtance he was yy a 
ron 
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from them, they could not but permit themſelves to a pleaſing Tranſport of 
AfﬀeQion, and ante-dated the joys of his Preſence with the contentment 
which they took in the knowledge of his Safety , and revenged themſelves 
upon their Grief by increaſing the ſweetneſs of their preſent ſatisfaction with 
the remembrance of their former tears. 

Theofebins ſent preſently for * Lyſander, the General of his Army, and « 4 auverer of 
hay Poqualates him that the Prince of ® Theriagene was arrived at © Phi- Men. 
lodelphia, he commanded him to go thither immediately ; and taking his : __ 
Coach and Life-Guard to conduG him with all careand honour to Phroneſea. « Brotherly 
Alethion having received this noble invitation by Lyſander, roſe up early Love- 
thenext morning, and before it was twelve of the clock came to 4 Kepa- * rhe Kings 
zatFus, one of the King's Houſes, which was within a league of Phroneſia, ©or%®: 
where © Theoſebius intended to dine with the Prince of Theriagene. When ©4 Woſipeet 
Alethion was now about a quarter of a mile from Kepanai#ns, Lyſander's 7 _ 
Lieutenant retiring from the head of his Troop,came to the Coach-ſide,and 
acquainted his General, that Theoſebius at a very ſmall diſtance was upon 
his march towards them. Alerhion, impatient of any further delay, ſtept 
out of the Coach, and went ſpedily to the firſt tank of the Guard ; where 
Theoſebius ſeeing him attended by Lyſander and his own Servants, alighted 
from his horſe, haſtning to imbrace one who hath already opened his arms 
for him, and as ſoon as he could obtaina Power to ſpeak from the vehemen- 
cy of his Paſſions, ſaluted him in theſe Words. Moſt Dear Prince, the 
Joys which the fight of you produce in my Soul are ſogreat, that 1 am not 
able to let you know them, they are too big for words. That delightful 
original from whence they are derived,is ſuch an unexpeged Felicity, that 
I can ſcarce thiak you here, though [ſee you. Moſt excellent Prince, repl1- 
ed Alethion; I alwaies made my ſelf believe that I had lodged you in the 
beſt place of my Soul; and I havenow received an infallible proof that I 
was not miſtaken, ſince in your own name you have expreſt the thoughts 
which I formed there. Although I know I can never equal your noble love 
with worthy AfteGion, yet I am ſure my joy exceeds all that was ever pro- 
duced by the encounter of any other friends. But is it you, Alethion ? ſaid 
Theoſebius interrupting him : My Deareſt Brother, is it you? And are you 
come from the grave to revive thoſe who were ready to die of grief for your 
Death ? You might very truly think that I was not alive, replied Aletbzo ; 
for I eſteem'd it a cruel death to be ſo long ſeparated from you, my Deareſt 
Theoſebius : And now I am reſtor'd to life, now I live, whillt I ſee my ſelf 
ſo near to the King of Theoprepia, We can never be too near, ſaid Theo- 
ſebius, and then renewed his ;zmbraces ; which Alerhion receiv'd, and made 
reciprocal with ſuch paſſionate endearments, that all the Company fixt in a 
delightful amazement, were forc'd to ſhed tears in ſympathy with ſuch a 
moving ſight. 

While the Princes were thus lockt in each others arms, the Queens 
Coach came up, and f Phroxefia with the young Princeſs, perceiving that « ;,a4uce. 
g Theoſebius had made a ſtop, alighted to come towards them ; which put # 4 worſhipper 
b Alethion into new raptures of joy : For Theoſebins took him by the left if 5 of 
hand.and preſenting him to to the Queen and * Ygape, ſaid, Dear Mother and uh. 
Siſter, receive the beſt of Princes, and our deareſt Friend, Alethion. It ' 5199 
1s poſſible to imagine ſomething of thoſe Paſſions which were rais'd by this 
ſecond encounter : Bur all that I am able to relate would te fo far ſhort of 
that which was then experimented, that I think I can do them right only by 
Silence. Who canexpreſs the Ecſtatical joys which poſſeſſed the mind of 
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Phroxeſia, when ſhe now receiv'da Prince from death, who ſaved her Son's 
life? How could ſhe love him too much , who thought he did never love 
Theoſebins enough ? Agape could not but be tranſported more then the reſt, 
becauſe ſhe ſeem'd to her ſelf ro have the greateſt ſhare in this happineſs. 
How welcome this confirmation of Alethior?s life was to that fair Princeſs, 
none but ſhe her ſelf can tel}, who had lamented his ſuppofed death with ſo 
many tears, that never was any real death deplor'd with more, Though 
her modeſty would not give leave that ſhe ſhould make the deep ſenſe of her 
cou! publick, yet ſhe forc'd her ſelf ro make thoſe fignifications of affeci- 
on which Atethion took for more then ordinary good will : And as he was 
beſt able to wake a judgment of ſuch indications, ſo ſhe the more confidenc- 
ly allowed her ſelf to give them, becauſe ſhe was affured of their appro- 
bation to' whom ſhe was accountable for her carriage. 

The true Friends of both the Princes could not bur take their parts in this 
ſolemn Joy, which flow'd from the happineſs of thoſe who were dearer to 
them then themſelves: And the felicity which attended this accident was 
fo general, that ne by-ſtander thought himſelf unconcern'd in it. As ma- 
ny little Rivulets falFd with a land-floud, and meeting in ſome wider cha- 
nel, ſwell the waters which they find there into ſo great a River, that they 
overflow their uſual bounds, and uniting thoſe little rills with themſelves, 
carry them all along in one mighty ſtream: So the particular joys which ſci- 
zed upon all that beheld this glorious fight, joyn'd themſelves into one vaſt 
body of unſpeakable Conrentment, in which every one found his private 
ſatisfactions doubled by unton'wirh thoſe of others. The Princes would 

a Trudeuce, have continued longer in this pleaſing entercourſe, but that * Phroxeſia, con- 
. 4 Lover of fidering how far Þ Alethion had travell'd, defir'd, © Theoſebins to break it off 
e 4 Werſhippes £111 chey came into the Houſe ; where having perform'd the Civility which 
of Gd, wasdue to the Prince, they might afterwards re-afſime their delightful 
converſation. When'they had dined, they diverted themfelves in the Gar- 
dens which belonped to that pleaſant houſe foran hour or two.Theoſebius de 
firing to return into the City before it was dark, placed Alethion with the 
ueen and the Princeſs in his own Coach , which being open on all ſides 
did not withho!d their ſight from the greedy eyes of the People, through 
whoſe cheerful Acclamations,ecchoing tothe louder noiſe of the great Guns, 

they paſſed all the way till they came to the Royal Palace, 
4 The Git In the mean while Bertivohoand his Fellow-Fravellers arrived at 4 Pol;- 

e City of . IM) . ; . 

Beafts. ſtherion. Having ſtay'd there one day he enquir'd of his Hoſt concerning the 
p — of Way ©t0 Sigalium,a place not far from the City where * Edgenims,a friend to 
EE liſp. Philalethes, and one who was worthy of the beſt Friendſhip, had a pleaſanc 
frion, Retirement ; and. where by Silence and a ſeeming Unconcernedneſs in the 
preſent Afairs,he obtain'd a Proteion from theObſervation of his Enemies. 
Bentivolio and Amyntor wade a Viſit to him, both that they might know that 
good Gentleman, and by his means inform themſelves more fully concern- 
ing thoſe things which were requiſite to their preſent condition. They to!d 
him, that as Strangers travelling through the Country, they could nor but 
deſire to ſee the moſt conſiderable Places,and to enjoy Converſewith worthy 
. perſons ; but that they came to him upon the friendly recommendation of 
Philalethes,who,amongſt thoſe many civilities which they had receiv'd from 
him, had given them, as one of the greateſt of them, ſuch a notice of Enpenius 
as had made 'em bold to put him to this trouble. Emgenius,whoſe Temper 
was to be civil to all, but very obliging where he ſaw great reaſons of en- 


dearment, ſoon perceiving that they were no-ordinary perſons , gave them 
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2 moſt affectionate Welcom , and defired them to make his Houſe their 
own whilſt they ſhould have occaſion to ſtay in thoſe parts of the Country. 
Bentivolio refus'd that ofler, alledging that he could not accept this great. 
Favour without a prejudice to them both ; it being impoſſible that * Apti- * 4# 4rbeit. 
theus ſhould be long ignorant of their arrival in his Country , or that he 
ſhould not ſuſped& ſome Delign in his entercourſe with Enugenins, if he did 
not firſt make known to him ſuch reaſons of his comming to + Poliſtherion as + the City of 
might prevent thoſe Jealous Apprehenſions which are naturally apt to poſe F*9#:- 
ſeſs the Minds of Uſurpers: and therefore herequeſted Emgerins at preſent 
only to aſſiſt him with his advice,and to dire& him how he might ſeaſonably 
appear in Poliſtherion, and diſcover himſelf to Antithens with ſome fair Ad- 
vantage. Sir, faid Exgentus, to morrow Antitheus makes a great Feaſt for 
his Courtiers,and in the Afternoon,to divert the Poliſtherians from the Con- 
templation of the late unpleaſing Accidents, he hath appointed ſome young 
Gentlemen upon Horſe-back to run at a Ring, and hath given leave thar 
whoſoever pleaſeth may be admitted Competitors ; and hath deciar'd thar 
he who firſt carries the Ring three times, ſhall receive for a Prize liberty to 
ask what he will of Antitheus. Tf you have a mind to engage in this Exer- 
ciſe, I will go to Court, being invited yeſterday ; and as opportunity re- 
quires will do you any ſervice which thall be in iny power. Bertivolio, who 
very well knew the Rites of this Undertaking, was glad of ſucha happy oc- 
caſjon to begin his Acquaintance with Artitheus, and taking his leave of 
Enuzgenins with all due Acknowledgments, he return'd to his Lodging in Po- 
liſtherion. | 
When the time was come which was appointed for the Celebration of 
this Sport, Antitheus appear'd upon a Scafiold attended with his chief Cour- 
tiers,and accompanied with many Ladies enrich'd with greatneſs of Beauty 
and embelliſh'd with fair Jewels. Ten young Gentlemen ſhewing them- 
ſelves upon ſtately Horſes ready to perform the defign'd Aftion, Bertivolio 
advanc'd towards them : His Horſe was black all over, except one little 
Star in his forehead, which being Vigorous and of a proud carriage added 
Grace to his Rider ; and he managing his aGivity with a dexterous skill gave 
life to that Grace. The Rivals entertain'd him civilly ,, not being able ro 
diſdain a Gentleman of ſuch a goodly Preſence. Orders being given for the 
firſt Courſe, they tiniſh'd 1t to the great contentment af the Spectators ; 
bur the praiſe of the Action fell only to Bextivelio and two more,|| Proſelenes | 9ne born 5e- 
and * Alcinors the Son of Eugentus; for the reſt miſs'd the Ring. The next oy. of ow; 
Courſe was perform'd much after the ſame manner, only Proſelenes miis'd arength of 
the Ring, which Bentivolioand Alcinous carried the ſecond time. In the mind. 
third Bextivolio and Alcinons ſucceeded as formerly,alſo + Autautus the Bro- + one who 
ther of Proſelexes bad the good luck to carry the Ringupon his Launce;the 2[ihes all v 
reſt, either by the unwanageaÞbleneſs of their Horſes, or want of Experience me 
in that Exerciſe, miſſing it. The three Courſes teing finiſh'd, Vidory , 
which had denied all her other Votaries,hover'd at an equal diſtarice between 
Bentivolioand Alcinous. As ſoon as Alcinonus ſaw the Event of the third 
Courſe,moved not only with thoſe ſingular reſpects which he had entertain'd 
for Bentivolio whom he had opportunity to know at his Father's Houſe, but 
much pleas'd with his own Good Fortune to be match'd with ſuch a Compe- 
titor, that it muſt needs be to his Honour which way ſoever Vidory ſhould 
at laſt diſpoſe the Prize, rode up cloſe to Bentivolio,and accoſting him with 
a ſerene chearfuineſs, ſaid, Sir, I am very glad that my conteſt happens to 
he with ſuch a gallant Adverſary. Though I ſhould miſs the Prize, I ſhall 
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not be pitied, having been worlted by one whom none can overcome ; bur 

ſince our Fortune is yet doubtful, if you pleaſe let us decide it with the re- 

petition of three Courſes more. Bentivolio being willing to avoid the Envy 

which might accrue to him from the Victory, and do him ſome diſſervice in 

the time of his abode amongſt ſuch as could not be well contented to be 0- 

* One who hath yercome by a Stranger, turning himſelf roward + Alcinoizs, told him that ir 
por: on ff was not fit for him to diſpute the Prize further with onewhom he could not 
but judge to have won it already ; alledging that though he himſelf had 

carried the Ring thrice, yet he expected no advantage from that perform- 

ance, ſince Alcinous had-done it before him. No, replied Alcinous , you 

mulſt not be Jud'd not to have done it firſt, becauſe we could not both run 

at once ; my order in the Courſes was a thing of Chance, and can give me 

no pretence to Vidory, ſince I was equall'd by you as ſyuon as your Turn 

came: although I am not unſenſible of your Civility , yet I had rather 

loſe any Prize then receive it diſhonourably. After ſome other words 

Bentivolio was forc't to condeſcend to his Propoſal, and both agreed that 

the next Miſs upon whomſoever it ſhould happen ſhould end theControver- 

fie. For two Courſes they were equal ; at the third A/cznmonus having the 

IH luck to ſtrike the Ring upon the ground, Bextivolto putting ſpurs to his 

Horſe quickly took off the other which was plac'd in the room of it, and 

took up alſo that which Alcinens had let fall upon the point of his Lance. 

Whilſt all the Spe&atours, ſtruck with the Admiration of Bentivolio's A-: 

+ 4n Athiia, &ion, accompanied his Vicory with a general Shout, + Artitheus, though 
he was of a proud Temper, and utterly indiſpos'd to like any thing which 

was Excellent in another, could not but enquire who he was ; and being 

told by Euggnizs that he was a Gentleman who came lately ro Poliſthertor , 

having a detire to ſee the Country, he ſent for him. When he was come, 

the Beauty of his Perſon, the Gracefulneſs of his Deportment, and the 

. Power of Univerſal Applauſe made An?itheus condeſcend to perſonate Ci- 

vility, and accoſt him thus : Generous Stranger, ſaid he, whoever you are, 

and whatever your deſign be , you are Welcome ; if you had not merited 

it by your late Performance, yet I eſteem it Þut a due Civility to your 

Perſon to grant you whatſoever you can ask in Theriagene. Bentivolto 

receiv'd this great favour with much Modeſty, and making thar Obeiſance 

which is due to a Grown'd Head, only defired that himſelf and two Gen- 

tlemen who travell'd in his Company might with his good leave ſtay a while 

in his Country, and that he might have liberty to divert himſelf ſometimes 

a Silence. at * Sjgalium with > Eugenius, to whom he was obliged for the notice of this 
"y yl Opportunity, by which he had the happy advantage of coming ſo ſoon in- 
ow. to the King's Preſence. < Antitheus, ſurpriz'd with this incomparable mo- 
c 4s Atheifl, deſty, by which Bertivolio both ſhew'd the Generoſity of his Temper and 
warily avoided the Envy of the Courtiers, replied,that inſtead of grant- 

ing this as Bextivolio's Requeſt he would make it his own, and entreat him 

d Degenerate tO ſtay in * Theriagene; adding, that he ſhould look upon tt as a great Ac- 


ke pl of ceſſion to his Profperity, if in Sizalium, © Poliſtherion, or any other place 
Beafts. in his Kingdom he could find any thing to make His ſtay nut unpleaſant. Bex- 


F_ ff tivolio having wade Anſwer to his obliging Diſcourſe with many thankful 


© One born be. Acknowledgments, * Alcinous, 8 Proſelenes, > Autantus and their Com- 
fore t'e 008. Panions paſs'd many Complements upon him, and profeſs'd that they e- 


RO 72” ſteem'd it asagreat Prize,that by their Foiles they had gain'd the knowledge 


kim'elf. of a Perſon that was ſo worthy to overcome. Whilſt Bentivolio was ma- 
king many Civil Returns, Antithens took him away, and entertain'd him 
and - 
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and his Companions with a Noble Collation and various Diſcourles, and of- 
fer'd him Lodgings In his own Palace ; which Bextivolio thankfully retus'd , 
and after Supper retir'd with Eupenizs and his friends to Szgalinm. Whilſt 
Bentivolio ſtay'd at Sigalium,* Paſenantins,"Antholkes, Autautus, and many 0-3 oe Sanaa; 
thers of the Court,ſometimes by order of 4mtithexs,and ſometimes for their þ gue wh 
own pleaſure, viſited him. From theſe he gain'd a full Intelligence concern- draws vhe con- 
ing the Aﬀairs of Theriagene, and by many Diſcourſes underſtood plainly T9799: 
by what falſe Principles they govern'd their Lives, and ofter'd at a Retifi- 
cation of their Errors : which though he could accompliſh but ina few, the 
Powinion which Paſſion uſurps over Reaſon being almoſt invincible when 
it is confirm'd by Cuſtom, yet it was ſome ſatisfaction to his mind to have 
done that Duty which Charity enjoyn'd; though it was ſome grief to him 
to ſee the Accompt which he had receiv'd from Philalethes fo fully verified, c ons of agood 
Sometimes he and © Ewgexins went to * Poliſtherion to viſit * Antithens, where DR, 
he had no content but to ſee how lovely Vertue is by comparing it with the ber da : 
uglineſs of Vice, which was there repreſented to the Life. Ar other times « 4n 4thrift, 
he and his friends, under the Condudt of Exgerzns, travell'd into the Coun- 
try to ſee the moſt remarkable places in that Kingdom. | 

After Antitheus by many Converſes underſtood that Bextivolio's Princi- 
ples were contrary to his, and the manner of hisLife quite ditierent frot, that 
of his Court, he began to ſuſped that his coming to Theriagime was upon ſowe 
ill deſign; which to prevent, he careſs'd him more then he had done former- 
ly, and offer'd him very honourable Commands : which Bextivolio could not 
accept, being very much wearied with the Unpleaſing converſation of the 
Antitheans,and hating thoſe Actions which had made the Uſurper able to of- 
fer entertainment to Perſons of Quality.But to. make his Refuſal plauſible, 
and to hinder Antitheus from diſcovering the Truth of his Purpoſes, he ſaid 
(which was moſt true)that he had ſtrong defires to return home,and alſo pre- 
tended himſelf neceſſitated by very great Obligations to ſerve a Friend of 
his, whoſe condition,as he lately underſtood,did much require his Aſſiſtance, 
Indeed his purpoſe was to go into * Theoprepia, where he. heard that 8 Aleth;- f the Divine 
on, the lawful Prince of Theriagene, did at preſent ſojourn, to whoſe Reſtau- 327 c 
ration he thought he ſhould be able to contribute ſomething from what he RR. 
had obſerv'd in Theriagene. He was the more encourag'd in theſe Hopes, 
becauſe the time of the Year began to be ſeaſonable for Armies to take the 
Field ; and he made no doubt that ® Theoſebius would ſupply him with ſtore þ, 4 wwohipper 
of men, or that Heaven would ſecond them with good . ſucceſs. Before he of God. 
took his leave, he acquainted Expexzus with his Intentions, whom he per- 
ceiv'd to beno great friend to 4ztitheus, and who promis d him,if ever oc- 
cafion ſerv'd, to further what he defign'd, and entreated him in the mean 
while to aſſure Alethion of his Loyalty. 

Antitheas his Jealouſies being increas'd with the Intelligence that he re- 
ceiv'd from one of his Spies, who knew * Symparhus, That Bentivolio and i 0ne who ji- 
k Amyntor had correſpondence with | Philalethes, and were entertain'd —_—_— | 
at his Houſe, he deſign'd to murther them both. Burt one of Phzlalethes his 1 4 Suge 
Kinſmen having notice of his purpoſe, diſcovered it to ® Eugenius , by T*'+ 
which means Bentwvolioand Amyntor went away privately to® e Miſopſeades A ENoefud 
his Houſe, and ſent a Meſſenger to Phlalethes to meet them there ; from #». 
whence they went away all together to Theoprepia, Only Bentivolio, ac- 7 SOS of 
cording to his promiſe, ſent ® Nichomacus to his Brother ? Panaretus , o one who 
to acquaint him and his Siſter with what had hapned already, and to <99qwers in 


> RR ; | Fight. 
defire him and Sympathus to meet him * 0 Court of the Frives of <,- OW 
Ihe 


by 


ro6 Bentivolio and Urania. Book VI. 
Theoprepia, where they ſhould underſtand what was deſign'd further, 


a A divine a Theonoe; Hrania, and all the Company which were left at *Theander's 
6-2 Ol houſe, rejoyced exceedingly at the ſight of Nicomachus, hoping alſo that 
Per ſon. Bentivolio was not far off : And though they found themſcives deceiv'd,they 


were not much diſpleas'd. For Nicomachns told them he was well,and that 
© Prudence. he and Amyntor were gone to © Phronefium, and did intreat Panaretus and 
Sympathus to meet them there, whither he alfo himſelf was to accompany 
them. They gueſſed at the deſign, and could not but approve it: Only 
d Degenerate they jntreated their friends to ſtay with them a day or two, that ſo before 
Gs: their departure they might underſtand the ſtate of 4 T heriagenc by Nicoma- 
chus. Their defire was granted, and having pleas'd themſelves with the 
news of Alethion's eſcape, though it was but a repetition of what they heard 
er gan before from one that came from © Theoſebins his Court , they conjured Ni- 
, hap comachus to inform them concerning Bextivoliy's entertainment inTheriagene. 
Nicomachus obeyed their command, and when they had diſfpos'd themſelves 
to hearken to his relation, he acquainted them with what had hapned in the 
way to Philalethes his houſe, and his entertainment there ; and made them 
know the manner of the Prince's eſcape. Then he told them of their jour- 
ney to Poliſtherion, and of their retiring to Ewgenins his houſe, and let them 
underſtand how Bezxtiwvolio made himſelf known to Antithens,and with what 
Complements he was receiv'd by his Courtiers. Hrentz knowing that Ben- 
tivolio did not uſe to ſpend his time only in Eating and Drinking, making 
and receiving Viſits, ask'd Nicomachus as ſoon as they had ſupp'd, if they 
did nor ſometimes meet with ſuch perſons as gave an occaſion for more than 
ordinary diſcourſe. Yes,faid icomachss ; and their Principles being very 
contrary to thoſe of Bentivolis, caus'd various diſputes between him and 
thoſe with whom he hapned to converſe. I beſeech you, replied U{rax: , 
If you and this good Company give me leave tomake fucha requeſt, let us 
know of what they talked. With all my heart , anſwer'd Nicomachns, if 
you'l grant me pardon for the wrong which I ſhall do to Bertivolio by for- 
getting many Excellent parts of his Diſcourſe, and for the offence which 
I muſt needs give you by the imperfed recital of what I can remember. You 
need not make ſo many excuſes, ſaid Theonoe, to thoſe who will confeſs 
themſelves obliged to you for a great favour ; and Bentivolio's honour muſt 
needs be ſecured, ſince if your memory ſhould fail, of which we have no 
fear, you are furniſhed with a ready ſupply from your own judicious wit. 
If I could receive this Complement without bluſhing, replied Nrcomachss, 
and might lawfully erre of choice, I wou'd fin again by making ſome new 
pretence of ſilence, that I mightbe once more ſo obligingly reprov'd for 
f Peace, not ſpeaking. Pray, good Nrcomachws, ſaid the ſweet f Irene, put us not 
upon any further lofs of an opportunity, which we have deſtin'd to know 
Bentivolio's and your laſt Adventure. I will be obedient , anſwer'd Nico- 
machus, and began thus. 
g One contrary The chief of our Viſitants was s Paſenantinzs , who commonly brought 
ws nb may, with him an obſtinate Gentleman call'd >  {#tzautus, When they came firſt, 
aſcribes all to Bentivolio and Engenius wereengag'd in a Diſcourſe concerning the rational 
himſelf. belief of a Deity : And Bextivolio affirming, that he could not but be aſto- 
| i{þ'd that any man ſhould ſo far degenerate from Reaſon , or apoſtatize 
Ingenuity, as not to acknowledge ſo great a Penefagour, or forget 


ſo knowna Friend ; their entrance into the room made him break off his 
ſpeech. Which Paſezantius perceiving, after he and Autautyt had perform'd 


thoſe Salutes which are uſual at the meeting of friends, he crav'd pardon 
for 
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for the interruption of their Conference. To which * Exgenius anſwer'd,* One of a geo 
Let us not leave off our calk, Bentivolio, for theſe Gentlemen are Philoſo- P'poftion. 
phers, and friends of mine. Yes, ſaid + Autautrs, and will not only think t One who 4. 
that we have wrong'd you, but that we our ſelves are depriv'd of a great Hiro 6 
benefit, if you judge us unworthy of your Converſation. We will go on ; 
then, ſaid Bentivolio; and ſince we are enpag'd in gn 1mportant dif courſe, 
we ſhall be glad of your aſſiſtance to help us, as the difficulty of the matter 
ſhall require;. and turning to Ewugenins, proceeded thus; You demanded 
laſt, as I remember, the Reaſons which made me ſo confidently aflert the Be- 
ing of a Supreme God. | | 
My firſt Argument is the inbred Notion of a God; which as it ſhines in my #ere begins a 
particular Mind with bright Rayes of truth : fo I find that inall Apes it hath uns Ao 
been univerſally acknowledg'd by Mankind: This receives ſtrength from Th Xature of 
the contemplation of the Nature of things: for I am forc'd to confeſs afir(t == of 
Cauſe by the very Exiſtence of the World ; much more when I conſider nah of 
both the Beautiful Order of the Syſteme, and infinite Variety of Excellent þ Exiflence 
Beings which makes up this noble Frame. TI am convinc'd further of the -* vented 
truth of this perſwaſion,when I behold the vaſt number of thoſe horrid Ab- of the werls 
ſurdities which flow from Atheiſm ; and conſider how eaſily all thoſe Obje- _— g: 
Qions way be confuted which are oppos'd to the aſſertion of a Deity. of bs 
T like the method which you propound for your Diſcourſe, ſaid Eugentus; an[wer'd. 
and if you wil! do us the favour to declare in order what you have to 1ay for 
the confirmation of the aforemention'd Reaſons, I will defire|| Paſenantins | on contrary 
(for he is vers'd in this Controverſie)after eachArgument to put thoſe Obje. 74 
&ions which are properly oppoſite. Since you judpe them all eaſily anſwer- 
able, you will be put tono great trouble for their confutation; and we ſha!l 
be more methodically reſolved in cur Doubts, I ſhall take what courſe you 
pleaſe, ſaid Bextivolio, either by a continued ſpeech, or elſe by waking fre- 
quent pauſes to allow a liberty for alternate Anſwers. For ſince our deſign 
is only to apprehend that lurking Errour which troubles thoſeCryltal {treams 
wherein Truth is repreſented; it is all one tome, either by infiſting upon 
particular Arguments to fiſh with a ſingle Line, or elſe by putting them all - 
ropether to make uſe of a Net : Bur ſince you like the firſt way better, I do 
ſo too. When I fay the Notion of God, I mean that Conception which we 
form of him in our minds when we think of him; as. That he ts the Fir 
Cauſe, the Maker of the World, the Governour of all things; That he « an 
All-wiſe, moſt Goed, All-powerful, and abſolutely Perfeit Being, and ſo neceſſa- 
rily and eternally Exiſting ; and conſequently to be Worſhipped, not only for the 
Excellency of his Nature, but as the 69's: Parent of all things, and great Be- 
nefattor of Mankina. | 
This Notien 15 natural, that is, impreſt upon our Souls by that God whoſe 
laeait is ; men having not learn'd it by Cuſtom,or been forced to the belict 
of it by any Law. Ir isa Truth profeſt by all Nations, who,notwithſtand- 
ing the difference of their Cuſtoms, the variety of their Laws,diverſity of Di- 
ſpoſitions, and hoſtility of their PraQiices, have univerſally agreed in this , 
as a thing that naturally reſults from the uſe of Reaſon ; and which even by 
ſuch as have not ſpoken very honourably of God, hath been acknowledg'c 
as a common Prolepſis, that is, aconnate Information. Of this I think my 
ſelf the more aſſured, becauſe no beginning of time can be afſign*d when the 
Worl'd entertain'd this belief; but that the common Parent of Mankird , 
who was made with it, and to whom it was confirm'd by converſation with 
God, taught it his Children; who eaſily receiv'd it, becauſe when they 
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were arriy'd to that age in which they were capable of being taught by o- 
thers;they plainly perceiv'd that it did naturally ſpring from the tree exer- 
ciſe of their own underſtandings.If this were nor true, 1 can give no rational 
account how it came to be generally receiv'd by the World; it being impoſ.- 
fible that by Force or Fraud any contract ſhould have been made to neceſſi- 
tate ſuch a common Faith. For, what Prince had ever power to ena ſuch a 
Conſtitution ? or, what Oecumenical Sanhedrim ever met to conſult abour 
ſuch a buſineſs ? It is alſo manifeſt, That this is an everlaſting Truth deeply 
engrav'd in humane Souls,ſfince no ſucceſſions of time have been-able to wear 
it out. Though Falſhood ſteal the Mantle of Truth, yet it cannot ſo con- 
ceal it ſelf long; for Time will pull it off, and diſcover the Cheat. If it had 
been unnatural, men would long before this time have rejected it ; and being 
alwayes impatient of yokes, they would not fo long have born this, which 
doth oblige them to the ſtridneſs of Religious obſervances. But they have 
been ſo far from abandoning this Truth,that they have not ſubjeQed it to be 
diſhonour'd with Diſputes, and ſo have declared, That this is that great 
Article of their Common Faith in which they all agree. If this which I have 
faid, be not enough to juſtifie the Reality of this Truth, and to free it from 
all ſuſpicion of FiGitiouſnefs,we muſt confeſs that, notwithſtanding our beſt 


Faculties, which are appointed for our guides, weare capable of being at a 


foſs, when we have good reaſon to think our ſelves moſt ſure of our way : 
and being beſtow*d upon us to ſuch mean purpoſes, we may juſtly caſt this 
foul flur upon Nature, (to ſpeak in the language of Atheiſts) that ſhe hath 
made one of her beſt works in vain, having given men Rational Faculties 
without any poſſibility of being afſur'd what is Truth by the uſe of them;and 
ſo hath expos'd them to a neceſſity of being deceiv'd, notwithſtanding the 
pretence ofa rare Cytterion; and ſo hath not only made a ſnare of the beſt of 
Notions, but alſo having put us into a ſtrong propenſity towards the Divine 
Nature,and made us think our ſelves happy inthat noble Love,hathabug'd us 
with a vain affe&ion which hath no real objze@& and rendred us Fools by ma- 
king us Religious. Which is ſo abſurd to imagine, that it is not more jincre- 
dible to ſay, That wiſe men build great Ships only to lie at hull, and drive 
up and down with every wind.Since then the evidence of Reaſon is ſo great 
that it hath led all men toan ingenuous Acknowledgment of God, I cannot 
think that it is only a wildneſs of phanſie, but a perverſe diſpoſition in 
men who have us'd themſelves to refilt known Truths, that enables them to 
deny him : But that it is unreaſonable to ſuppoſe it true of any, I ſhould 
think them the only perſons in whom Nature hath implanted Errour. 
When Bentivolio had thus declar'd the ſenſe of his firſt Argument, * Pa- 
exantius was about to frame an anſwer; but + Expenizs defiring his patience 
for a while, entreated Bentivolio to explain himſelf more fully: For by thar 
which you have affirm'd, ſaid he, you ſeem to believe, that the Minds of 
new-born Infants are poſſeſt with a Notion of God, and that ſuch as ſcarce 
know any thing have an aQual ſenſe of the Divine Being. I would not have 
you underſtand me after any ſuch manner, replied Bentivolio; For when I 
ſay, That the Notion of God is inbred, I mean , That the Soul is princi- 
pled with a natural ſagacity, by which ſhe is apt upon the firſt occaſions 
which are adminiſtred to her fer ſhe isout of her Nonage, and admitted 


to the free exerciſe of her Rational powers,to make a clear acknowledgment 
of a Deity. The Energy of Nature being excited by outward Objedis, there | 
is form'd in our minds an Image of the Supreme God ; this Efte& notwiths<. 
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and which doth owe to the impulſe of the foremention'd ObjeRs only for 
the aſſiſtance of an Extrinſecal occaſion. The Seed which is ſown under 
und awaits the warmth of the Spring to make it bud, but the bloſſoms 
and fruits which it ſends forth are chietly to be attributed to the Plaſtick 
power of the ſeed,not co the heat of the ourward air. Humane Souls have ma- 
ny natural Ideas iwpreſt upon them, for which they were never indebted to 
Matter ; of which that of the Cauſe and EffieQt 1s one : which being awaken'd 
in the Underſtanding by the Conſideration of ſuch a noble Being as the 
World is, hath preſe:it recourſe to ſome excellent Nature as the Cauſe of fo 
reat an Effe&. This rational capacity is plac'd in our Souls as anAntecedent 
Principle of mature Knowledge; and it improves and ripens it ſelf into an a- 
Qual apprehenſion of God by time and conſideration. I underſtand now 
what you mean, ſaid Engenins to Bentivolio and if you pleaſe (added he, 
turning towards Paſenantimn) you may let us ſee, if you can diſprove what 
he hath ſaid. 

You have put a fair colour of veriſimilitude upon this Notion,ſaid Paſe- 
nantins to Bentivolio,by the greatneſs of your Eloquence ; but the truth of 
what you aſſert lies ſo open to the mercy of powerful Obje&ions, that it is 
no hard matter (as I think) todiſpute probably againſt it, and to allege vari- 
ous reaſons which diſturb the belief of what you have ſaid. That this univerſal 
acknowledgment ſignifies not ſo muchas you would make us believe,ſeems to 
be evident from this, That you all confeſs theGod of whom you ſpeak ſo con- 
fidently to be Incomprehenſible ; that is, neither perceivable by our Senſes, 
becauſe he is Spiritual, nor to be comprehended by our Mind, becauſe he is 
Infinite. The weight of that allegation which you make of numerous witneſ> 
ſes ſeems to be leflen'd, in that the greater part of thein are Fools,and you de- 
ſpiſe them when you pleaſe for their Ignorance, Their Folly is but too appa- 
rent in thoſe ridiculous Explications which they have given of the Deity ; 
and you your ſelves confeſs them worthy to beabhorr'd : For there is no- 
thing ſo contemptible but the rude Heathen adored it for aGod. This teſtimo- 
ny is not Univerſal neither; for many Nations never heard of God, and in 
thoſe which did,many have profeſs'd Atheiſm: and there is no doubr but 
many more did think there is no God, who durſt not expreſs the ſenſe of 
their minds in words.Thoſe which were ſeduc'd into this belief may wel! 
be ſuppos'd to have been out-witted by Politicians, who cunninply invented 
* and afterwards made uſe of, the Notion of a Deity, But if it had not taken its 
Riſe from them, yet the fears which vulgar thinds unacquainted with natural 
Cauſes are apt to entertain upon extraordinary Accidents would incline 
them to think, that God was the Author of that which they didnot under- 
ſtand poſſible to be produc'd any other way ; and it was eafie to propagate 
ſuch a vain belief by Tradition. For ſuch as had been deluded firſt, would 
be apt to tranſmit it to ſucceſſive Generations,and ſpread the Infe&ion from 
one Country to another. Beſides this, it is manifeſt enough that thoſe grear 
Deiſts who concern themſelves as great Patrons of this Faith, and ſeek ap- 
plauſe by endeavouring to make Proſelytes, do believe ho ſich thing them- 
ſelves; being guilty of thoſe enormous crimes which nothing but the Disbe- 
lief of a Juſt and Potent God could make them commit. 

I did expect ſome ſuch Obje@ions,replied Bentwoelio;for that dull Princi- 
ple Atheiſm hath not been able for many hundreds of years to improve the 
Minds of thoſe whoentertain it,or teach them for its defence to add any con- 
ſiderable thing to theboldneſs of their few Predeceſſors: and by diſcovering 


the falſhoodvofeach allegation inorder as you have recited them, I will ſhew 
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you with how little reaſon they magnifie themſelves againſt the Truth. 

As to your firſt Exception,l grant, That becauſe God is Spiritual, we can- 
not perceive him by any of our external Senſes, nor paint his ſublime Nature 
to our ſelves in Corporeal Images; but fince he hath given us divers Facul- 
ties,which are ſo many diſtin& wayes of perception, we canno more juſtly 
conclude that he is not Knowable by our Underſtanding, ſince he doth not 
fall under the notice of our outward Senſes,than we can infer that there is no 
ſuch thing as Sound, ſince we cannot hear with our Eyes. When we ſee a Ship 
under fail,we often diſcern no Piiot with our Eye;yet we know that he is at 
Helm,becauſe the Veſſel efcapes the circumjacent Rocks. But whereas you 
ſay,That we do not perceive God by our Underſtandings becauſe he is Tnfi- 
nite; I muſt take a larger compals to give you ſatisfa&ion,and convince you 
that wedo.I grant that it were too great a preſumption to hope to bring 
down that excellent Being,God,to a juſt equality with our Underſtanding ; 
ſince we are inform'd by our own Reaſon;that he is rais'd far above the high- 
eſt reach of our Imagination. The Nature of theGod-head mult be infinite,be- 
cauſe if it had bounds it would be imperfect : and though we conceive this 
Inmenſity rather in reſped of thoſe degrees of Virtue and Power and Dura- 
tion which are contain'd in this great Being,then by Extenſion of F Igure or. 
Unlimitedneſs of Space;yet thoſe Degrees being unmeaſurable,when we con- 


| ceive of God as the moſt Perfe& Being, we always grant that he doth incom- 


parably exceed our beſt Conceptions. Yet our Aſſurance of his Exiſtence is 
not hurt by the imperfe&ion of our Intuitive Knowledge of his Eſſence. To 
fay that , becauſe we comprehend not the Divine Being, whoſe Nature we 
know to be Incomprehenſible, therefore we have no reaſon to think that it 
doth Exiſt ; or becauſe we underſtand him not perfe&ly,therefore we knovy 
him not at all ; is no more reaſonable then to affirm, That there 1s no Sea, or 
that we do not ſee it in part, becauſe we cannot praſp its vaſt compaſs in one 
look. For though we are not able to frame a complete Image of the great 
God in our confined Minds,yet the power of our Reaſon compels us by the 
force of ſtrong Arguments to acknowledge the truth of his Exiſtence,and aſ- 
ſures us concerning the properties of his Nature by rational conſequences ; 
and wedo moſt diſtinaly apprehend the Divine Pertections when we do en- 
deavour to entertain our felves with the Contemplation of them, becauſe 
they do more fill our thoughts with the greatneſs of their Eſſential Worth, 
then any bodily thing can dozneither areour minds troubled with thoſeLimi- 
tations & Litcleneſſes which we meet with in our preception of other things. 
I grant it is ordinarily ſaid, That the Divine Nature cannot be known;bur 
we muſt diſtinguiſh between that which ſubtil Atheiſts pronounce uponDe- 
ſign, the unwary Rhetorick of fooliſh Oratours,and the well-weighed Aﬀer- 
tions of conſiderate Philoſophers. For many ſpeak of Knowledge who know 
not what it is to know ; and ſo being ignorant, that all the knowledge of 
which we are capable is only to underſtand the Properties of things by their 
Etteas,they puzzle the weak,make ſport to Atheiſts , and are pitied by the 
Ingenuous for their ridiculous Philoſophy. Weare notallow'd ſuch intimacy 
with any created Being as to ſee its naked Eſſence ; that 1s hid from mortal 
eyes;Nature in all her converſes wich Men keeps her veil on,which none yet 
have been able to pull off. Therefore I infer, that the Propertics of the Di- 
vine Nature are as perceivable as thoſe which belong to any other Subje : 
The virtue of the Firſt Cauſe being as manifeſt in its Effe&s, as the Powers 
of any which are Secondary,whoſe Properties we know only by theirEffes, 
Theſe things being confider'd, I know no reaſon why we ſhould not think 
the 
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the-Godhead underſtandable, except we judge it good fenſe to ſay,thar be- 
cauſe we cannot look diredly upon the Sun with our weak eyes, therefore 
we do not perceive 1ts glorious Light when itis reflected : For God is re- 
preſented by his works as it were in bright Looking-p'aſſes. Or if, becauſe 
ſ-me things in the Divine Nature do tranſcend the power of our Perception, 
we ought to think that weare not ſufficiently afſured of its being ; why do 
Atheiſts grant ſv freely the Exiſtence of Matter, and talking confidently of 
its Nature wake no doubt but it is Quantitative,and yet cann3t tell whether 
it be Geviſible into Finite or Infinite Parts? Thoſe who argue after this man- 
ner do only take a poor Sanduary ina Sceptical device, and ſay; We know 
nothing, becauſe we know not a:l things ; or, which isall one, becauſe we 
are-not able curiouſly to explain the Modys of every thing, therefore weare 
not ſure of the Exiſtence of any thing ; and that we ought to rejed the moſt 
known Truths, Becauſe we cannot give a reaſon for all particular Effedts. 
But will any rational man glve credit to thoſe who deny the Being of God, 
and do not believe what they themſelves ſpeak when they ſay ſo? Thoſe great 
Philoſophers, who well knew that Modeſty doth alwaies become us, and e- 
ſpecially in Divine Enquiries, have confeſt that, conſidering the great nature 
of the Object, they thought themſelves more happy in that little knowledge 
which they had of God, then inthe moſt perfe& underſtanding of lefs wor- 
thy things. 

But becauſe this Notion will receive a c:earer Explication,and fo a fuller 
proof, from the Arguments which I am to produce; I will at preſent confine 
my Diſcourſe to anſwer your otherObjecions. You ſaid, That a great part of 
thoſe who are concern'd in this univerſal confeſſion of a God are Fools, and 
thence deduce the invalidity of their teſtimony. Really,Sir,if the opinion 
of Fools is to bedeſpis'd,[ might very well except againſt the ObjzeGions of 
Atheiſts : For they disbelieve, or at leaſt deny, what we ſay concerning 
God without any Reaſon. They objedt we never ſaw God : It is true; but 
affirming his Exiſtence, we ſhew them his Works asa teſtimony of his Be- 
ing. They never ſaw any thing to the contrary, yet ſay there is none. But 
ſince the caſe admits of no proofs by the Eye-witneſſes, this advantage lies 
on our ſide; We givea good reaſon for what we ſay, whilſt they have none 
bur the ſullen obſtinacy of a perverſe Will. 

But ſince the evidence of this Notion depends upon univerſal acknows- 
ledgment, and the World is divided into two parts,the Wiſe,and thoſe that 
are of weaker underſtandings, we ought not to think its truth diſparag'd 
becauſe men of ſlower parts perceive it ; but rather-confefs that 1s a natu- 
ral Verity, ſince thedulleſt do ſo cafily underſtand it. That it is no Artifice 
in them 1s manifeſt, becauſe they are weaker then that they can hope to de- 
ceive : and that they are not out-witted by others for want of ability ap- 
pears by this,that Wiſe men, who are not eaſily impos'd on, profeſs that they 
cannot but believe 1t. 

Whereas you ſay, That it is an Argument that may Nations did not under- 
ſtand what they ſpoke when they talk'd ofa God, becauſe they gave ſo ma- 
ny abſurd Explications ofhis Nature; and that we cannot rationally think 
our ſelves oblig'd to believe that there isa Deity, becauſe of their teſtimony 
who have alſo to'd us that every thing is a God: Idefire you, * Paſenantins, 
to conſider whether if the fmple Notion of a Godhead had not been natural, 
it could have been poſſible that men ſhould have attempted to have made any 
particular Explications of it. The truth in general is confirm'd by thete mi- 
ſtakes: except we think that the making of a falſe deſcription, or putting a 
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wrOng name uponany man, deltroyes his Exiſtence ; or that there is no Sun, 

becauſe ſome have imagin'd it to be only a burning itone, and others have ta- 

kenit fora ſhining Torch. Bur as their ſpeaking of God, though they ſaid 

what was unworthy of his Nature, ſuppolſeth his Exiſtence ; ſo the Reaſon 
of their Errour in the miſapprehenſion of his Nature was only a ſhortneſs of 
Reaſon which diſenabled them to explain a great Truth,and they miſtook by 
endeavouriug to deduce a falſe Concluſion from true Premiſſes. For having 
underſtood not only that there was a God, but that he was univerſally ac- 
knowledg'd to be Good, they inferr'd weakly that every Good thing was 
God. We muſt pity them in their Errour,but not deny Truth, becauſe they 
miſunderſtood it. It is a great want of Logick to conclude that no good 
thing is God,becauſe they judg'd every good thing to be ſo. Whilſt they 
knowing that the Divine Nature was infinitely goud, took every good thing 
for a Deity, and beſtow'd that incommunicable name upon all Eeneficial 
Creatures; ſome ſay, and that not without reaſon, That though the vulgar 
ſuppos'd the Divine Power to be ſpread through the Nature of all things, 
yet Wiſe men were not wanting amongſt them, who taught them that it was 
but one great Mind, which was alſo the firſt Cauſe of being, and exhorted 
them to worſhip him as their Creatour. By which you way ſee, good Paſe- 
zantius, that you have no reaſon to conclude that there is no God from what 
they ſaid of him, and poſſibly that they did not mean ſo unworthily as they 
ſeem'd to ſpeak. 

You do well, ſaid Paſenantius, to make your Party as conſiderable as you 
can ; but ſince your Argument ſuppoſes the acknowledgment of this Notion 
to be univerſal, what ſay you to that which I objeced againſt their Nume- 
rouſneſs? I'Tmember what you ſaid, replied Benxtzvolio: for to perſwade 
us tO believe that the number of thoſe whichare on our fide 15not ſo very 
great, you told us that many Nations, whom we think to befor us, did never 
hearof God ; and that in thoſe which did, many have profeſt Atheiſin, and 
more would do ſo, but that they dare not. To which I reply, That any whole 
Nation was ever ſo barbarous as not to acknowledge a God, isa ſaying for 
whoſe truth we have no evidence. In ancient times no ſuch people were 
known, and the late diſcoveries of Countries formerly unknown have aſ- 
ſured us that they have not been ſo Atheiſtical as to deny a Deity;but by rea- 
ſon of a fatal Ignorance,whoſe cauſe peradventure is not ſo eaſily diſcovera- 
ble, were guilty of ſome groſs miſtakes concerning it: Such as have trave!l'd 
into thoſe parts which we have moſt ſuſpected for Irrelipion, have convin'd 
us of that Errour, by givingus an account both of the names of their Gods, 
and themanner of their Worſhip. As to others, who would make us be- 
lieve that they are Atheiſts by ſpeaking againſt a Deity, I anſwer, That they 
have been but few in compariſon of the reſt of Mankind; and that you prove 
no more by this Argument then that which none ever denied, that it 1s poſſi- 
ble there ſhould be Monſters.Some few minute Philoſophers have been regi- 
ſtred by Antiquity as blots in the Hiſtory of the World for entertaining ſuch 
an abſurd perſwaſion; and ſoine ſuch have been produc'd of Jate years, and 
with their Atheiſm they have patroniz'd other opinions ſo Monſtrous , that 
Humane Nature is aſtoniſh'd at the rehearſal of them: As for example, That 
what they ſay againſt God's Exiſtence way be both true and falſe , or nel- 
ther ; and that there may be a God who at the ſame time alſo may not be. But 
ſuppoſe that ſome of theſe Gigantick Philoſophers ſhou!d happen to have 
ſix fingers upon an hand, or fix toes upon a foot, would that enforce us to 


conclude, that it is natural for all men to have as many ? If ſome be þ11nd,or 
| deat 


Book VI. Bentivolio and Urania, 


12 


deaf, or want any uſual member of the body; will they thake us believe that 
thoſe defedts are not Monſtrous and Irregular ? How ſmall is the ptunber of 
theſe obſtinate diſſenters in compariſon of thoſe who aſſert this great Truth? 
If we think it reaſonable that all the world ſhould conformto their opinion, 
why may We not as well allow authority to two or three Mad-wen to give 
Laws t0 the ſober part of Mankind ? God hath impreſt this Characer upog 
mens Souls, and there is no more reaſon that he ſhould loſe his right in them 
when they have blurr'd it with fooliſh imaginations,and made it leſs legible 
to themſelves by the effects of their ingrateful diſobedience, then that true 


owners ſhould forfeit their juſt pretenſions to their Plate, when Thieves have 


endeavour'd to deface their Arms, and cut their marks out of it, | 
You diſpute plauſibly, ſaid * Paſenantius ; but why may we not think 
that Politicians, as I told you, invented this Notion, ſince we commonly ſee 
the goodtuſe which they make of it? You might have done a courteſie to your 
Cauſe, ſaid Bemtivolio, if you had not mention'd. this ObjeGion : For the 
great advantage which Politicians make of it proves that it's natural. How 
could they have made uſe of the Divine Name, and by it put an awe upon 
people, but that they were acquainted with it and dreadedit before ? How 
could they have perſwaded valiant men to venture their lives for theirCoun- 
try, by promiſing they ſhould he Gods if they died in the attempt, if they 


had nut been prepoſſeſt with venerable thoughts of Deities ? The impoſition 


of counterfeit Money doth ſuppoſe the uſe of good Coin, It's true,that cyn- 
ning States-men feign'd many things ynder pretence of Divine Authority ; 
but what would that have ſignified if the notice of God had not been more 
ancient then their fiftions ? They abus'd Mankind with fabulous Narrations 
of Celeſtial Viſions, fill'd Religipn with Superſtitious Rites,and pretended 
to have recetv'd from God as Divine Laws thoſe Rules by which they ſerv'd 
their particular deſigns ; but 95 he pA not have perverted Religion by 
ſuch undertakings, if the people had not acknowledg'd a God by their own 
natural inſtinQ, | Ih 

But as it hath been ſaid of old, replied Paſenantius, why may we yot think 
the Panick fear brought in this terrible Notion of a Deity? It is not imagina- 
ble,ſaid Bentivolio, that men ſhould entertain the fear ofa God in their Souls, 
but that they knew there was one.Nothing can be more fooliſh then to honor 
a God whom we our ſelves make ; but it is rational to adore him that made 
us. Great accidents in Nature iving freſh teſtimonies of the Divine Power, 
awaken in us apprehenſions of God's Preſence, and the Conſcience of qur 
own guiltineſs may very well make us fear ; when we know that we do not 
only deſerve puniſhment, but that he whom we have offended is Juſt and ye- 
ry Able to infli& it, I will no longer diſpute againſt this Phantafhe. 

Whereas you mention Tradition,by which (as you ſay) meen ſeem to have 
receiv'd this Opinion, and afterwards to have communicated it ſucceſſive- 
ly as they do other Opinions and Cuſtoms : If I grant that it was ſpread by 
Tradition, my Conceſſionwould be little to your advantagezfor I mean tha 
it was deriv'd firſt from God, who implanted it in Humane Nature, nouriſh'd 
it by a Converſe with the firſt Man whom he made, and with many others, 
who afterwards convey'd it ſucceſſively from one generation to another : 
and thus the ObjeQion is no more deſtruRive to the Natural Verity of this 
Divine Notion, then it is undecent for a Man to ſtand upon two Feer. But 
ſince you allow not that it was Traditional inthis ſenſe, [ muſt crave leave to 
ask whence this Tradition had its Original. If it had no Beginning, it was an 
Eternal Falſhood;and as I ſhall have occaſion to prove in my following Diſ- 


Q | courſe 


» 


® Oore contrary 
to all men, 


L 


—CC WW 


114 


- Bentivolio and Urania, — Book V1. 


courſe that this ſuppoſition is impoſſible, ſo for the preſent I muſt tell you, ic 
isnot good ſenſe to ſay that a Tradition was Eternal;for all Traditions,be- 
ing Opinions or Modes of Action receiv'd from ſome firſt Author,muſt have 
a beginning. ', Tt.is a bold Arrogance to ſay that there was an Age in which 
Mankind 11y'd without theacknowledgment of a God; ſince there is no foot- 
ſtep in Hiſtory to lead us toſuch an Imagination, nor any Writer that tells 
us who did firſt perſwade men tO believe that there was a God, or mentions 
the time when men quitted the contrary Opinion of their Fore-Fathers, of 
Which they are uſi ually vety tenacious. Tf the World was generally Athe- 


 Itical,how it was poſlible toveradicate that Faith out of their minds, and to 


introduce into the Catholick Creed anew Article which is ſo troubleſome, 


+ that Atheiſts have confeſt thatit is one of the moſt vexatious Opinions in the 
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World to ſuppoſe an Omniſcient God ſer over us asa watchful inſpedtor of 
altour AQions ? Though the Notion be uſeful even to Atheiſts themſelves 
now itis receiv'd, yet it is not to be apprehended by what Artifice any An- 
ti-atheiſt ſhould perſwade Mankind to imbrace ſuch a belief, but that it was 
correſpondent to the natural fenfe of their Souls. And it is very difficult to 
Imagine how men ſhould think of it, but that it is a common DiGate of rea- 
Oe NGR. io. | | 
Well, wel faid * Paſenantiua, I am tO dpt to think that you have a de- 
yout regard to this Deity of which you fpeak , becauſe you have taken fo 
much pains to enable your ſelf to defend his Intereſt in the World: though I 
ſee that maty who pretend themſelves to be Patrons of this Faith,and pm. 4 
vour to propagate it in the Minds of others, do not believe any ſuch thing 
themſelves ; becauſe they do as nianifeſtly derly that there is a God by their 
gnilty lives,as Common Atheiſts do in, thett blaſphemous Words; ſo hat this 
verbal acknowledgment 6f a Deity;only ſhews,that ſome men would have us 
think thatthey be! ieve what indeed they do not. | 
© Thepower of this Obje&ion will eafily vaniſh, replied Bentivolio, if you 
will pleaſe to give me ltave to ſhe you, That to have the Notion of a Deity 
In our Minds,and to adore it with a ſubwiſſiveWill are not only two things; 
Þut that ir is too poſſible to know that there isa God, and yet not to corre- 


' Tpondwith that. knowledge by in obedient deportment. The truth of this will 


eaſily appear from the Obſervation of our common praftice in other things. 
Who knows.not that Health is one of-the greateſt felicities of humane life , 
and that an univerſal temperance is the moſtaſſured method by which it may 
be” preſerv'd; and yet how many by an irregular Mode of life throw away 
this ineſtimable bleſſing ? 'What ? Shall we ſay that there is no ſuch thing as 
Health,or that ic is not infitntely more eligible then Sickneſs,or that men do 
not know it,becauſe they ſometimes make themſelves ſick? No,no,it requires 
more to cure the Gout , then to know that it-is a Diſeaſe which affeds the 
Joynts ; andthe pain'of it is no leſs great, becauſe men do not take that care 
which they ought,to avoid it. Do not men perceive in their Souls a Natural 
Obligation to the praQtice of Juſtice,and know certainly they ſhould rot in- 


vade the Rights of others, becauſe they wouldnot be diſturb'd in their own 


poſſeſſions? and yet how frequently Wrong is done appears but too evident- 
1y by the complaints of the oppreſt:ſo that the enormity of the impious 1s no 
Argument againſt the Exiſtence of God, neither doth it prove that they have 


ro knowledge of him in their, Souls;but rather declares that they areApoſta- 


tiz'd from God,and as a puniſhment of their Revolt are fallen into a doub'e 
miſchief, that is, the perverſe obſtinacy of an ircegular Will, which is the 
root of the unlucky ſtrife between the Rational and Senſitive Appetites;and 
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alſo into a defed in their Judgment, which doth not with a ſufficient conſtar- 
cy bear up againſt the rebellion of uritontroll'd defire,and make rhat which 
is truly good alwayes more vihibie ther thoſe fal le Appearances which do ſn 
ealily catch their Paſſions, $99 | 

This is enough to demonſtrate, that the ſtrength of the Argument is not 
weaken'd; though the right uſe of this excellent Notion be perverted ; Men 
| being not neceſſitated to improve it to the utmoſt advantage, though God has 
enabled them and exceedingly oblig'd them to do it. I might alſotell you, 
Paſenantizs,that belides an ingratetul Perverſneſs men have a wild Phantafie, 
which helps them when they endeavour to evade the ſuggeſtions of their 
better Intelle& ; and though they are not able to rub out of their Souls this 
well-fix'd Notion of a was {ba they way draw a faiſe piQure of the Divine 
Nature,and make þold to mifinterpret the Declarations of God's Will, and 
ſo perſwade themſelves that his Commandments may be negleged without 
Sin, in ſome caſes; or phanſie that there are fond Indulgences which God hath 
for ſome perſons, into which number they will be ſure to thruſt themſelves ; 
and, it way be, ſuppoſe, whenthe ſenſe of their guilt haunts them, that they 
may eaſily make amends for the offences of theirLife by a Repentance at their 
Death. So fooliſhly cunning 1s Humane Nature to cheat it ſelf. 

Here Bentivolio making a pauſe, Ewgenius and Paſenantins gave him thanks 
for the patience with which he receiv 'd the trouble of this Entercourſe, and 
deſir'd him if he pleas'd to proceed to his other Arguments. With all wy 
heart, ſaid Bextivolio, ſince I perceive you are not yet wearied, and went 
on after this manner. | 

The truth ofthe fore-mention'd Notion ſhines more brightly in myMind, 
both when —_— my own Exiſtence I find there no ſmall Arguments of 
its Divine Author, andalſo when I perceive my ſelf placed ſo advantageouſly 
in Being, that, as from a convenient ſtation in a noble Theatre, T am able to 
contemplate theadmirable Schemes of thoſe magnificent Works which the 
Divine Nature hath ſet round about me. When I conſider the Greatneſs of 
the Univerſe, the Variety of its Excellent Parts, and the beautiful Order 
which appears in their accurate Connexion, I am forc'd to acknowledge an 
Almighty Skill : When I behold that innumerable Multitude of Illuſtrious 
Balls which ſhine round about me, ſee them rank'd in ſuch fit diſtances, and 
conſider their Regular Motions 3 whilſt I take notice of that uſeful Viciſſi- 
tude which returns ſo conſtantly in the ſeaſons of the Year,the alternate ſuc- 
ceſſion of Night and Day;and find the reaſon ofevery Appointment ſo great, 
that nothing could have either been contriv'd better at firſt, or canbe al- 
ter'd yet,but it would be ſo much for the worſe,and that it would prove like 
the diſlocation of a joynt : I cannot but behold the Omnipotent Wiſdom of 
the great Creatour,except I ſhould think my ſelf blinded with too much 
Light, and am forc'd to conclude,that a Divine Power 1s the Author of this 
Excellent Machin,in which infinite Wiſdom is ſo viſible ; unleſs I ſhould be 
ſo unworthy as not to allow that juſt acknowledgment to God, which all the 
World doth grant to the wit of every Artificer , who isalwayes magnified 
according to the Skill which he expreſſes in any curious Work. 


When I ſee theS»z, that glorious Prince of the Stars, by the hel p of hisown 


Rayes, and think with my ſelf what wonderful Effedts are produc'd by his 
v. arm Influences;way I not as rationally make a Queſtion whether I ſee it or 
10,45 doubt that aGod made it? Who chalk'd out the obliqueRode of theZa- 
diackand taught hin to withdraw fo far inWinter as to give the over-heated 
Farthleave to coo! it ſeit; 3nd vet made him came nearer in Sumwer, be- 
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cauſe then it wants his Preſence to ripen its Fruits?Who.commiſſionated the 

Moon to be a Deputy-Sun, and gave her Order to ſupply his place in the 

Night, and commanded her to ſtep a little beyond the Sun's Walk to take a- 

way the Horrours of Darkneſs,and by a moiſt warmth to adyance the Gene- 

ration and Growth of Vegetable Beings ? Who appointed them both to guide 
men in the reckoning of Time,not only to meaſure Solar Years by the Annu- 

al Motion of the Sun, but to calculate Lunar Months by the Phaſes of the 

Moon, and to tell Hours by the help of Diurnal and NoGurnal Dials ? Who 
2dorn'd'the Heavens with thoſe gliſtering Stars which dance ſo orderly a- 

bove our Heads,and carrying about ſuch multitudes of bright Torches make 
up the want of one Great Light with many Little ones? Theſe tell poor Sai- 
Jors where they are when they have loſt their way ; whilſt theF-are viſible, 
by themſelves,and when they are hidden;by the Load-ſtone, which is order'd 
to correſpond with the Foles, and ſo lets them know how far they have 
made their Voyage Northward or Southward, in which wy cannot fail, the 
Axis of the Earth being directed to keep a perpetual Paralleliſm. 

From hence I am tranſported into the Contemplation of the neighbouring 
Air, that tranſparent Vehicle of Light, deſtinated by the Benign Creator 
for the large Aviary of all ſorts of Birds,and where thoſe whichare muſical 
do continually ſing their Maker's Praiſes. God hath made this the preat 
Treaſury which ſupplies all living Creatures with Vital Breath, and hung it 
Up as a great Spunge toentertain the Vapours whichare exhal'd by theEarth 
and Sea in Clouds,out of which they are ſqueez'd into Showres, and rain'd 
down upon ſuch places as could hardly be water'd with any other Buckets. 
He made this the Receptacle of thoſe Winds which not only diſſipate putrie 
Exhalations with a clenfing Fan,and check the violence of immoderate Heats 
with freſh Briezes, but attend ſeaſonably in all Quarters, and with ſtrong 
Blaſts ſwell the Sails of deep-loaden Ships, and relieve the neceſſities of uſe- 
ful Mills, which without their aid would be becalm'd at Land ; and which 
do not only grind our Corn, but winnow it firſt that it may be fit for Meal; 
whichalſo draw our Water, ſaw our Wood, and blow our Fire. | 

Now I have nam'd Fire, how can I forbear to mention the Virtue which 
Almighty Goodneſs hath prudently beſtow'd upon it for our Benefit ? What. 
rare effes doth it produce in the common Kitchin, in the Chymiſt's Shop, 
and in the Miner's Fornace ? Inall which it diſſolves, coagulates, concods, 
and, in ſhort, aſſiſts all Artiſts ſo many ſeveral wayes, that it may be truly 
call'd A Gemeral ſervant to eMaxkind. If after the Fire I ſhould ſpeak of 
Water,how viſible is Divinity upon the Sea to any that conſider the vaſt 
Bounds of the deep Ocean,that ſee how it carries our Ships upon its ſmooth 
Back, and ſo is made a rare Inſtrument of univerſal Commerce,and adyanceth 
the Profit and Pleaſure of every Country by Correſpondence with others 
which are extremely diſtant ? Ir is a plentiful Nurſery of delicate Fiſhes, 
and out of its inexhauſtible Treaſury of Waters ſends forth uſeful Streams 
into the Earth through-divers Holes which are bor'd deep at convenient Di- 
ſtances, and forceth them to climb up to the Tops of Mountains , not only 
that they may be able to run down again witheaſe, but alſo to carry them- 
ſelves to ſuch Heights afterward as mens Neceſſities require. 

After this I view the neighbouring Earth, which chequers it ſelf with the 
Sea to make one Globe of both. I eſteem it no ſmall occaſion for Admira- 
tion to ſee that which is heavier fall under the lighter Water only in ſome 
places. How could it have been, but that the All-knowing Creator having, .. 


priviledg'qggme Spots, charg'd the Sea not to moleſt them with NI 
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leſt there ſhould be wanting a convenient Habitation for many forts 6 living 
Creatures which cannot ſubfiſt but upon dry Ground ? It is a great pleaſure 
to me to ſee it emboſs'd with gaodly Mountains which by their Height defic 
the proud Flouds,and oppoſe the barrennefs which ſeems to reproch; their 
ſcorch'd Out-ſides with their full Veins of rich Minerals, and the Quarries 
of noble Marble which they contain in thetr great Bellies.Bur this is nothing 
in compariſon of that Admirable Poſition by which the Earth is made a plea- 
ſant Habitation, capable of all poſſible Advantages from Heat and Light : 
For its Axis keeping parallel to its ſelf and inclining info fit a Proportien to 
a Plane going through the Centre of the Sun, frees thoſe who dwell upon ic 
from the Tedious Darkneſs of too long Nights, and the trauble of over-hot 
Dayes. Sure the dull Earth was not ſo diſcreet as to make this Order,nor the 
rambling Atoms ſo-lucky as to execute it in their fortuitous Concaurſe. 

I ſhould be in danger of loſing my ſelf, if I venture to lead you thraugh 
thoſe infinite Wonders which Divine Skill hath ſhewn in thoſe different Qr- 
ders of Being with which this ſmall Globe is grac'd. God hath made the 
Earth an Archetypal Pattern of a natural Embroidery border'd with Water- 
work ; but it is ſo inimitably perfe&, that the beſt Workmen have ſought 
praiſe only by coming near it in ſome faint Reſemblances. He hath made the 
Bottom (as all Artiſts uſe to employ their courſer Stuff) becaufe it is not 
ſeen, of Rubbiſh, common Earth, Clay, Sand, Coals or Stones. To raife 
Plain Being to the order of growing Life, he hath adorn'd the Ground-work 
with green Graſs. The colbur being choſen with much Prudence, for it is 
fo convenient to our eys,that they are not hurt with looking upon that, which 
they mult often ſee. Above theſe we may diſcern the moſt proper Artifice of 
Foreſt-Work, but not only done better to the Life, but more profitably for 
uſe then that in Arras © For the great Trees appointed for other Deſigns then 
to grace the Picure, ſupply us with Timber, which is one of the chief Mate- 
rials requiſite to build ſtately Houfes, magnificent Ships, and Sacred Tem- 
ples. Whilſt they ſtand, they have real Shades, which pleafe more Senſes 
then the Eye ; and when they are cut down, leſt the Work ſhould be defac'd, 
others by natural Art aremade te grow up in their room. Becauſe Trees 
cannot remove from their places to fetch Proviſion, they are made with their 
Heads downward, and being faſten'd to the Earth they have theie Mouths al- 
wayes in their Meat ; and though they cannot make themſelves Claths, they 
have no reaſon to complain, becauſe God hath inclos'd them in Bark, and 
arm'd them againſt Injuries with Prickles,and taught the weaker Branches to 
claſp about ſtronger Boughs and the Trunks of more robuſt Trees, and fo tg 
ſupport themſelves by laying their feeble Arms upon Crutches. He hath 
beautified them alſo with broad Leaves, fair Bloſſoms and delicious Fruits, 
and plac'd them to a great advantage of his Work among infinite Varieties 
of ſweet-ſinelling Herbs and rare colour'd Flowers, uſeful for Diety and 
Medicine, and mark'd with Signatures which give natice of their Virtues, 
and teach thoſe who need them their particular Uſes : and before they go 
from their places, which many of them can hold but for a year , they leaye 

Seeds which grow up and ſupply their Vacancies. | 

That this Divine piece might not want any proper Ornament , God hath 
beautified it with ſuch Imagery as is not to be found any where elſe: for by 
an excellent Diſpoſition of rare parts viſible inthe Compoſition of all ſorts 
of living Creatures,as by a pleaſant admirableneſs of Experiment,God hath 
ſhewn there how many wayes they way be made, bred, fed,and taught to de- 
fend themſelves. Motionalſo is there repreſented to the Beholders Eye; 
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for the Univerſal Parent having made Life to move , gave his Creatures - 
leave to go whither they pleaſe,and hath alſoaſliſted rheir Motion with Senſe, 
that the walking Animals might know where it was beſt to beſtow themſel- 
vesand, as occaſion requir'd, provide ſupplies neceſſary to maintain their 
:Life. Thus he inſtructed Birds to make proper Netts for their Young, andto 
hide them in'Buſhes ; -and thoſe which are deſtitute of theſe Accommodati- 
ons he hath furniſh'd with as proper ſecurities, inſtruQing then to Jay their 
'Yaunþ in warm Sand or in the clefts of Rocks, and orter'd them to feed them 
'theretill they are able to work for their own Living. Whilſt ſuch Impotence 
things relieve their weakneſs with ſo much Diſcretion, it is a rare Document 
that they are taught by a Nature which t5 more wiſe then they. Amongſt theſe 
Conſiderations 1I:cannot forget the Earth's Fruirfulneſs, which being appoin- 
ted-for a general Magazine of Proviſions,doth not only ſatisfie the Neceſſity 
of 'its Numerous Inhabitants, but ſupport their Delight with ſupernume- 
rary-Additions : Indeed hereby wrcvtay, ne: ſo much its own tnexhauſtible 
Fectndity, as God's equal Liberality: Thus the World is made a moſt com- 
t6dioiis Habitati6n furniſh'd with all Necefſaries, ſet off with all pleaſane 
Ornaments, peopl'd with variety of noble Inhabitants, and, in ſhort, is 
ſucha x Contrivance, that nothing could have beenmore ſpeciaus for 
Beauty or fit for Uſe. Yet I do not wonder that many men are not muchaf- 
felted” with the Glory of the Divine Works, becauſe they have ſeen them 
long ; for it is well known that Fools are more apt to be taken with the ſighe 
of things which happen ſeldom, then of others far more admirable which 
have been lohg before their Eyes. Ir is another piece of their Folly alſo,that 
when any new thing is ſhewnto them, they alwayes look over that which is 
wot to be wonder'd at ; of which none can make any douht who doth re- 
member what il! luck poor Zexxishad when he _ that Incomparable 
- PiQureof his Centaures tothe view of the dull Athenians. 

-:l'FfT had time,continued Bentivolio,to ſhew you the principal Jewel which 
God hath lock'tup in this fair Cabinet, whoſe outward Caſe is ſeen by ma- 
ny, its ſelf but by very few ; it would not only perfe& my Argument,bur, 
as I think, make it impoſſible to doubt who was its Author. But ſince my 
Diſcourſe hathbeen too prolix already, I will break it off here,not doubt- 
ing bur that if it hath been tedious to be heard, yet it is as difficult to be 
HENS. ESE 36: 

- :Do not you believe, ſaid Exgenius with an obliging Air, that any in this 
Company can be tired with hearing, whilſt you are willing to ſpeak. We 
have timeenough, and ſhall never think ic capable of better improvement 
then by converfing with you ; andfince the Subje& is Noble, pray do noc 
wrong it by omitting any thing which, if it were not for your courteous re- 
—_—_ our Patience,yon would ſay concerning it. I donot know,replied 
tvolio, how far your Civility may occaſion your trouble,but reſpeQin 
your Commands I will go 0. That which I have ever look'd upon ſince f 
eould diſtinguiſh one thing from another, as the moſt admirable Work of 
knowing Nature, is themoſt perfe@ of all living Creatures, a Man z whom 
as God hath made a rare Inſtrument of his own Happineſs, ſo I cannot bur 
think that he deſign'd him for: an unanſwerable Proof of the Divine Skill, 
and intended that he ſhould alwayes have as near him as he is to himſelf a 
lively Demonſtration of the God whom he is to adore. Here I know not 
which'to adinire moſt, the orderly Progreſs of his Wiſdom in forming the 
Parts, or the rare Contexture of the 'Whole when it is finiſh'd. How wou!d 
it tranſport-you, Exgeniss, if you could perceive the ſucceſſive Methocs of 
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Generation by which the Embryd is fram'd inthe Womb; as plainly as you 
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Fetus;in it 
P the Prolifick Vir h See a 

having fill'd the Cell-witha Cryſtalline LiquorjasT proper mareris! ro work 
upon, in the. midſt whereof the earthly bud of young life firſt appears ina (i 


o 


be.wearied with the burthen which they are to earry, makes them inſenſible; 
and ties them together with Muſcles entred into the bone upon both ſides of 
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to live upon when it comes into the World. When the Plaſtick virtue of the 
Soul hath diſcharg'd its duty,and the Embryo out-grows his lodging, Time 
having ſo manur'd its life,that it is ready to fall from the Tree like ripe fruit, 
that which was deſtin'd to live, is born ; but that ſo feeble a thing as av In- 
fant ſhould ſo eaſily break its priſon or open ſo many Doors,can be reſolvd 
into nothing but the neyer-failing Skill which ever attends upon all Divine | 
Operations, 7 

Since Eternal Wiſdom does take ſo much pains in forming of a Creacure, 
you will expe& that when it appears, we ſhould ſee ſomthing correſpondenc 
to the Divine care, and really we may. For if we conſider the Organs of 
Senſe which beautifie it externally, and the Faculties of the Soul with which 
itis accompliſh'd within, we muſt confeſs that the vigorous ſpirit of warm 
bloud, or the Plaſtick power of a Rational Soul, which have been imploy'd 
in this Work, wereonly inſtruments to ſome noblex Agent : and that it is 
infinitely above the Ability of our nature to produce ſuch an excellent effe& 
of it ſelf is wanifeſt iathis, that by the repetition of moſt watchful obſer- 
yations we are not able to underſtand how it is done. When we conſider 


the external inſtruments of Senſe, we find them put by-an ineffable $kill in 
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moſt uſeful places and juſt members, and contriv'd with Accuracy of Pro- 


_ portion to their different Uſes, which is, that they might be Avenues by 


which the Soul may ſally forth of its cloſe Cittadel into the open Campania 
of the great World ; by which means the Soul is completely fitted for a 
correſpondence with all ſenſible ObjeQs, and ſo is both enabled to admini- 
ſter to its own neceſſities, and made a rare Engine of Pleaſure to it ſelf, be- 
ing accompliſh'd for many excellent Operations. 

- By theFye our Mind grows ae with light and beauty and through 
tranſparent Tunicles receiv's the delightful mixtures of Colours, rhe ſym- 
metry of welþcut Figures,with the variety of graceful Poſturesand Motion, 


+ which ſhe repreſents to her ſelf ina Convex glaſs made inan Oval form. In 


0 
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the Eey ſhe lies Perdue making Obſervations of Noiſe, whilſt all ſorts of 
Sounds beat upon her Drum as they march through thoſe hollow Caverns in 
which is plac'd the rareſt Eccho inthe World. She uſerh the A'oſe not only 
as a Sluce to drein the Head, but hath made it alſoan In-let to the pleaſure of 
ſweet Odours. By the power of Feeling, which is ſpread over all the Body, 
ſheſfits likean * Ar«chne in the midſt of her Loom, and is well aware of al 
Motions which are made in it,and is awaken'd by every new impulſe to ſtand 
upon her Gyard. che hath beſtowed the office of Taſter upon the Palate; 
and becauſe it is not fit that any hurtful thing ſhould enter into the Stomach, 
ſhe hathaſliſted it with threeother Senſes in the performance of its duty.Leſt 
the ſtock of lifeſhould fail, Nature being at a continual expence tomaintain 
it, ſhe hath appointed two faithfal Menitors, Hunger and Thirſt, who in due 
ſeaſons forget not to call for freſh ſupplies. In the Mowth,which is the firſt 
room where her Proviſions are beſtow'd, ſhe hath appointed two rows of 
Teeth torough-prind the Meat, that it might be the more eaſily digeſtible ; 
and put an Epiglottis to cover the paſſage which leads to the Lungs leſt when 
we drink, the Liquor ſhould miſtake its way, and go into them. Prudent Na- 
ture knowing to what narrow limits of Duration we are deſtin'd, to prevent 
a general Yecay which Mortality threatens, hath commanded the Individu- 
als to propagate their kind, and to make it poſſible, hath contriv'd a proper 
diſtinGion of Sexes, and rendred the Obedience deſirable, by a love of Pc- 
ſterity and other ſenſible endearments. 

It were too tedious to diſcourſe of that amicable conjunalon co and 
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Moiſture, by which Lifeis preſerv'd in the Body, like Light by Oil inflan'd 

ina bright Lawpzor to detain you any longer in the Contemplation of other 
parts > the Body and to ſpeak ofthe Offices of the Stomach, Liver, Lungs, 
Diaphragm, Spleen, Gall, and Reins, and to ſhew how fitly every Veſſel is 
plac'd for its uſe ; becauſe I deſign not to read an Anatomy=-Lecure. The 
wiſdom whichappears in the leaſt member is ſo great, that the Diſſe&ion of 
a Finger or a Toe hath diſcourſe enough in it to convert an Atheiſt, but that 
for his diſingenuous obſtinacy he is condemn'd to continue ſuch as he is. 
Though I poſſibly have wrong'd my Argument by making no better an ex- 
plication of Mylteries, which you cannot but perceive to be ſo great that 
they areno proper ſubjed for an ordinary Eloquence ; yet by that which 
I have diſcours'd you way imagine what thoſe rare Anatomiſts would have 
ſaid, who have often taken this excellent Machine in pieces, that they might 
more fully diſcover the Divine Artifice by which it is put together. 

But having ſaid thus much of the Organs of Senſe which appear in the 
Body,I will alſo add a ſhort Diſcourſe concerning the Nature of the Iyward 
Facslties of the Soul, and ſo conclude this Argument. God in all his works 
doth uſually perform more then that which ought to be eſteem'd enough , 
chat we might not be able to make the leaſt pretence that he comes ſhore 
in any thing. This is ſo manifeſt in thoſe rare Powers which he hath 
beſtow'd upon the Soul, that we.need no further proof. The chief of 
theſe noble Faculties is our Underſtanding, by which the Soul both takes 
notice of its ſelf, and ſo enjoys the great pleaſure of a reflexion upon 
ics own-Being, and 1s admitted to the Priviledge of knowing its own 
and the World's Creator , and honour'd with the Contemplation of all 
things, and, when it pleaſeth, views, their Properties, Repugnancies , 
Agreements, Symmetries, and Diſproportions ; by an active Reaſon diſ- 
courſeth it ſelf into great perfeGions of Knowledge, and by a ſagacious Col. 
legion of various Rules entertains it ſelf with the .invention of profitable 
and delightful Arts. By Liberty of Will a man is made Maſter of his AGi- 
ons; and put into an honourable capacity of offering to his Maker voluntary 
Sacrifices, andenabled by the choice of his Duties to pleaſe that God who 
values none but willing Obedience. That we might be well guided in the 
choice of fit means for the attainment -of that laſt End which is the chief 
Good of our Souls,God hath written praGtical Rules on our Hearts, and ſer 
that tender Principle, Conſcience, as a conſtant Spice upon our aGions to at- 
tend us in all places, -and hath made it ſo much his Care to hinder us from 
Sinning,that he hath conſtituted us Witneſſes, Accuſers, and Judges to our 
ſelves.God did not think it fit tro wake us immutable: yet leſt we ſhould fall 
into errour by too ſudden reſolutions, he made us able to Deliberate ; and 
ſince uſually we donothing fo well but it may be mended, he gave us the 
power of Animadverſion, that by refleing upon our ſelves wemight. recall 
what we had miſtaken by Second thoughts, and meliorate that which was 
not ſo well done at firſt, by after-endeavours. _We arrive at Knowledge but 
by degrees, and therefore ought not to forget what we have learn'd: in re- 
ference to this neceſſity God hath beſtow'd upon us Memory, as a faithful 
Secretary , who lays up our Notions in ſafe Cuſtody, and brings them forth 
as we have occaſion to uſe them. By due improvement of theſe Faculties 
God hathenabled us to furniſhour ſelves with ſtore of uſeful Obſervations, 
and ſo make our ſelves poſſefſours of Prudence, that great Dire&reſs of Hu- 
wane affairs, by which we are taught to govern our ſelves in all conditions 
of Life, to reſpe& Time, Place and Perſons in our- Deportment, and to 
keep a decorous Corrgſpondence with all Circumſtances of Aion, I 
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ſhould add to theſe the power of Imagination , which really is of ſuch a 
ſtrange Nature, that it is an hard matter to tell * por what it is: only thus 
much I may fay , that when the Soul is diſpos'd to take pleaſure ina free 
Air, ſhe is carried by quick Phanſie as ina light Chariot over the tops of 
higheſt Mountains, cuts the Clouds, wanders amongſt the Stars, and tra- 
verfing a courſe downwards on a ſudden ranges through Foreſts, alights up- 
on the Sea-ſhore, dives into the Abyſſes of the Ocean; and, not being 
fatisfied with the various ſhapes of Real Beings, makes as many more Fan- 
taſtical Forms of her own. The Imagination pleaſing her ſelf very much 
that ſhe is able to lead the Mind ſuch a wild Dance, till the Underſtanding 
wearied with her toying,commands her to return, and having got her home, 
fetters her reſtleſs Activity with the drowfineſs of Sleep, which yet is able 
to hold her but a little while. Beſides all theſe Gifts, to compleat the Dow- 
ry God hath given a Power tothe Spiritual part to move the Material , b 
which ir is made a rare Engine of Spontaneous Motion and the nobleft 4y- 
fomaton inthe World, not only moving the whole Body at once, but dire- 
Qing the Spirits into what Muſcles it pleafeth , puts only ſuch parts into 
Motion as ſerve the preſent Deſign. How bravea Faculty this 1s,appears 
in thoſe prodigious Dances of a Luteniſts, fingers , which vary Hanyony 
through ſo many Notes ina Minute,that thequickeſt Ear can ſcarce hearken 
ſo faſt as he playes. To this I might add another Extellent Produd of this 
Power, which 1s Speech, by which the Soul puts Conceptions into Words, 
and makes her Apprehenſions audible. 'By this ve fearn' our ſelves hear- 
ingothers ſpeak, and teach others ſpeaking our ſelves. By this when it is 
perfedted into Eloquence we convince the Erroneons, reconcile the Obſti- 
nate to their Duties, and alture the Afflicted from their dppreſſive Medita- 
tions. I cannot but take noticealſo how the Voice, by the help of thoſe 
Natural Bellows the Lungs, and the Muſical Layynx, firred with Muſcles to 
further its Modulation, eriables us to entertain our ſelves and others with 
one of the beſt Recreations; Focal Muſick ; .which is advanc'd alſo by the 
Concent of others who ſing the ſame Air'm other welk-agreeing Notes, eſpe- 
cially being accompanied with an Orga#, which Art having conform'd to 
the nature of Humane Voice, doth not only aſſiſt, but Imitate us whilſt we 
ſing. He that is deaf to the Voice of Divine Wiſdom, and doth not admire 
it whilſt it exprefſerth it ſelf ſo harmonioufly,” may well be wondred at him- 
ſelf for an Unparallel'd Stupidity. . | 

The keſt of the old Philoſophers, who were the Glory of their times, 
could not behold the curjous ſtrucure 'of 'this noble Machine which I have 
deſcrib'd, nor look upon the ſtrange uſefulneſs of its well-fitred Parts;with- 
out making Hymns and offering Hecatombs as their humble acknowledgment 


_ of the Unſpeakable Wiſdom of that All-powerful Mind which compos'd it- 
\ How could they do leſs ? For, ſeeingall che Pieces, not of this, but all the 


Divine Works put into ſuch exa& order that all Wiſe men muſt needs ap- 
prove it, perceiving the Method according to which they were contriv'd 
of ſo deepa reach that none but great Minds can fathom 1c, and: obſerving 
the whole Syſtem to be ſo perfe@ that nothing can be defir'd towards its e- 
mendation, but that which is impoſſible; they juſtly concluded that it was 
effe& of no meaner a Canſe then an Omnipotent and Al-knowing Principle. 
Bur here I muſt again entrear you, moſt worthy Friends,continued Bentivo- 
l:o, to pardon the tedious length of this Addition to my former Diſcourſe, 
which I make no doubt but you will do both of your qwnGoodnefs, and al- 
fo conſidering that it is hardly poſſible to ſpeak briefly of ſuch a vaſt Sub- 
ject. "Jt 
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It is eaſier for you to obtain our Thanks then our Pardon, replied * Fx * One of a good 
gening, ſince you have put an Obligation upon us by your Narrative of the ©/P96t. 
Creation, and preſented ro our view thoſe various pulchritudes which a- 
dorn the Nature of things ; which for my own part I eſteem a moſt excellent 
Contemp!'ation, and worthy of the expence not of a few Hours , but our 
whole Life. And ſo do I, ſaid + Paſenantius ; and ſhould eaſily. grant that + one contrary 
your Argument did prove the Exiſtence of a God, becauſe he made ſuch a #9 al men. 
World, but that we are told by ſuch as pretend to know very much, That 
it was not contriv'd by the Skill of any Artiſt, but was Eternally fuch as it 
is now ; or if it did not alwaiesexiſt in this Form, yet they ſay that there is 
no neceſſity to ſuppoſe that ſome God fram'd it ;* fince it might be made by 
Nature; and ſome affirm very confidently that it was produc'd by a Fortui- 
tous concourſe of ſmall Particles of Matter, which having mov'd up & down 
a good while in an infinite Space,didat laſt ſtumble upon this form of things: 
and they want not other Hypotheſes beſides this of which they make uſe to 
evade the force of your Argument : for without that Method which you ſo 
magnifie 1n the contrivanceand produttionof living Creatures, they ſuppeſe 
that Men and Women ſprung at firſt from the Earth of themſelves. 

I did expe@ ſome ſuch Anſwers, replied Bentivolis, for I have often heard 
ſuch things quoted by the Patrons of Atheiſm, when they have been put to' 
Paaryiens the defence of their abſurd Opinion ; but 1 never wondet'd at 
it : For ſince the acknowledgment of a Creator would bring them under Ob- 
ligations to a Religious Obſervanceof him,they endeavour to. invent man 
things to undermine that Belief, and grant any thing that can be ſuppos'd ; 
though never ſo vainly, if it do but ſeem uſeful to that Deſign: I think thoſe 
ObjeRions which you have mention'd, as frivolous as the reſt ; and as the 
all come far ſhort of a juſt Accompt of the World's Original, ſo ſome of 
them are extreamly ridiculous, Your firſt ObjeQors pronounce the World 
Eternal, and ſay that it did alwaies exiſt in ſuch a Form as appears to'us 
now ; and that there hath ever been a Sun and a Moon, a Sea and Earth ; 
and that they were alwaies inhabited as they are at preſent; and that Men 
and Women and other living Creatures, havinga Natural Power of Genera- 
tion, did from Eternity propagate their kind ; and by ſaying this they ſup- 
poſe they have ſufficiently diſcharg'd themſelves of a God. But how vainly 
chey think ſo, and how weak this pretence is, will ſoon appear, if you 
will give me leave to ſhew you with what inſupportable Abſurdities it is 
clopg'd. | 

0 here takea juſt occaſion to urge Atheiſts with the Unreaſonable- 
neſs of their Incredulity , ſince they give an Hiſtorical Faith to moſt or- 
dinary Writers, and deny it to the moſt faith-worthy Book that ever was 
written ; in which we have receiv'd a clear Accompt of the Beginning of 
the World, and where God is poſitively aſſerted ro be the Creator of 41! 
rhings- But becauſe your Sec, pretending only to Reaſon, uſeth to difpa- 
rageſuch Arguments under the name of Rumours, I ſhall endeavour to de- 
monſtrate otherwiſe how rational it 1s to believe that Report: The difac- 
knowledgment of God as the Firſt cauſe of Being, and the denial of him as 
the Creator of the Univerſe, do utterly bereave us of all Hope ever to ar- 
rive at any knowledge in Truth , which we both Naturally defire with a 
ſtrong Paſſion, and are fully aſſur'd that we can never attain it till we find 
out the firſt Cauſe of all things. For plunging our ſelves into the deep Study 
of Nature, and ſtridly examining every effe& which we ſee, and following 
it home toits Cauſe, in the purſuit we over-take many Mediate Cauſes wall 
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divert our courſe a while, and requite our labour in part by the knowledge 
which we receive of them ; but upon Enquiry finding them to be only efiecs 
of other Cauſes, we are forc'd into this Thought, That though the Chain of 
Cauſes and Effetsmay be drawn our into a long Series by wany ſucceſſive 
Liaks, yet there muſt be in the World ſome Great Cauſe of which there is no 
former, eternally exiſtitig of it ſelf, from which all others derive theic Be- 
ginning ; and having found out this, we reſt very well ſatisfied. &o the 
Traveller being inftructed by the purling water which runs along by him in 
alittle chanel; that there is a Fountainfrom whence it ſprings, guides hims 
ſelf by the winding of the Stream which threds the Meadows, and as by a 
Clye feads hintto the Rock out of which it bubbles, and there he fits down. 
and drinks. This Hypotheſis of a firſt Cauſe isa Principie ſo neceſſary to 
Contewplation, that all Philoſophers have look'd upon an infinite Series of 
as an-intricate Labyrinth of Errour out of which there is no Egreſs, 
have avoided it with the fame wary care which they would take not to 
fall intoa bottomleſs Pit. . Some alſo of them have ſaid, whom it is not ea- 
ſie to confute; That if they ſhould admit this abſurd ſuppoſal of the World's 
Eternity, they would be forc'd to grant that there are more Infinites then 
one, and that one of them way be grearer then another, or that one of them 
may. be a Part of another, and yet equal to the Whole ; which are Aſſertions 
hart} to be frallow'd or digeſted by a rational Belief. If this World had 
no Beginning; you can aſſign no Time in the Duration of it but an Infinite 
numker of - years went before it 3 one Infinite number finiſh'd a hundred 
ears ſince muſt needs be ſhorter then that to which another Century is ad» 
ad, and ſo one Infinite is bigger then another : or if you ſay that they are 
equal;berauſe both are Infinite;then the firſt;being but a part of the ſecond, 
ie will follow that a Patt is equal to the Whole; and we muſt be content to 
grant roo that there have paſs'd as many Years as Hours in this feign'd ſucce(- 
fion.; For Infinice Years having paſs'd, the number of Hours, though there 
be Come thouſands of them in one Yearzcannot exceed them, for it is but In- 
finite. If theſe things contain an inexplicable Darkneſs, then this Notion 
of an Infinite Succeſſion of Generations, which is brought in to take off 
the Dependence of the World from a Firſt Cauſe, ſignifies no more but this, 
Thar Atheiſts deſiring to reje& a great Truth under pretence that it is hard 
to be Believ'd are able to find nothing to avoid it but an Hypotheſis which 
cannat be Underſtood. o 
I confeſs, ſaid Ewgenivs, I am not well able to dive into myſterious Argu- 
ments, but I have thought ſometimes as I have walk*d upon the Panks of a 
River, thatif the World had been Eternal, thoſe great Hills which I have 
ſeen pleaſantly ſituated upon it would have been worn away before this time 
with the conſtant beating of mighty Waters,and that their high Tops would 
have been levell'd by the undermining Streams. And when I ſee thoſe dread- 
ful Rocks which and in the Sea, andraiſing their Heads above the Waves 
threaten the fearful Sailours to daſh their Ships in pieces if they come near 
them , I am apt to think that if they had been plac'd there from Eternity, 
the rough Waves would have waſh'd them quite away long ago : For though 
Stones do grow, yet it is calie to obſerve that what the Sea devours in a 
Year is not to be repair'd in an Age, and that growing more greedy after ic 
bath ſwallow'd a Part, it doth with more facility prey upon the Whole, But 
T havenot ſaid this to interrupt you, added "ha to Benttvolio, and 
therefore I deſire you to proceed. It is no Interruption of my Diſcourſe, 
but, as I think,a Confirmation of the Truth which I defend,yeplied m—_ 
| " wolto: 
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volio; however I willgo 0n; andas1 think that which hath been ſaid, ſuf- 
ficient to prove that the World did not erernally ſubſiſt inthis order which 
is now vitible : ſo I think that the other Objedtions which are gather'd to- 
gether to cloud this Truth may as eaſily be blown away. 

Your ſecond Diſputers poſſibly doubting the Truth of the former Afſer- 

tion, and beingwilling to find out ſome other Subterfuge, bave affirm'd 
that Nature made all things. Theſe ſeem to have had ſuch aneager deſire to 
ſay ſomething, that they reſvlv'd to ſpeak, though what they ſaid was as 111 
directed to the purpoſe as the Speech of the blind Senator to the Turbat. The 
truth is, the ObjeGion 18 ſo foolith that it ſcarce deſerves to þe confuted ; 
but becauſe ſome Atheiſts play ſo low, I think it not amiſs toſhew in a few 
words that thoſe who uſe this Argument either do not care what they ſay, or 
know not what they mean. For by Nature they would ſignifie either a 
Dull Principle, which having neither Reaſon nar Senſe , hath brought forth 
all things, and diſpos'd them in ſo good order that no Art can corre it; 
which is an abſurd Imagination, as will appear by and by : or elſe by Na- 
ture they. mean a knowing Power, which having made the World , and well 
underſtanding the diſtin& Properties of all things, aſſign'd them convenient 
ſtations according to the DireGion of an excellent Wiſdom ; and ſo they 
confeſs a God, only they will not call him by that Name. | 

If this Anſwer ſatisfie not,we muſt ask them whether by Natere they mean 
Particular or General Nature. If they ſay that ſome Particwiar Nature made 
all the reſt ; which is it? Thatof Men or Beaſts, Sun or Moon ? If any of 
theſe be quoted, the Doubt remains ſtill ; for we ſhall ask who made that ; 
which will be hard to anſwer,except they ſay, That things made one another 
by turns. Ifthey ſay, It was Genersd! Nature ; that is nothing bur all the 
Particulars which we put together in our Conception, or, if you will, the 
Univerſe : And then the ſenſe of the Obje&ion will be , That the World 
wade it ſelf, and ſo was both before and after it ſelf. Or if by Natere they 
underſtand ſome other ſubſtancediſtin& from created Beings diflus'd through 
the Univerſe, which doth ſuſtain all things by a mighty Power , and dire& 
them to their reſpeRive ends with an unerring Knowledge ; they grant that 
there is a God, but they know not what they ſay. 

Others, which think themſelves more Ingenuous, to mend the matter , 
have wade a ConjeQure which they eſteem very plauſible, and imagine that 
the World was probably ſometimes adorn'd with this form of Being in 
which we behold it at preſent, and afterwards poſſibly fell from it into a 
ſhapeleſs Chaos,& was reſolv'd into innumerable multitudes of Atoms, which 
fluQuating for many years, and juſtling one another, thruſt things into that - 
Order which they now have ; taking it for granted that Matter 'and Motion 
were ſufficiently able to produce theWorld without any knowing DireGor. 
But the inſufficiency of this device diſcovers it ſelf in that it doth ſhameful- 
ly beg thoſe things which ought tobe prov'd as Foundations for what. is 
aſſerted, and they ſuperſtruR upon it ſuch an heavy Fabrick of wild Conſe- 

uences, that it is not able to ſuſtain them. They talk of little Particles of 
Fivided Matter, by whoſe various contexturesall things are ſuppos'd to be 
made,to ſuch asallow not,that matter can exiſt at all without,a God. They 
take it alſo for granted that this Matter is mov'd too without the acknow- 
ledoment of a Divine Motor, to them who can believe no ſuch thing, becauſe 
they know that matter is a ſtupid Principle and of it ſelf uraciive ; but they 
ſuppoſing that it doth exiſt of it ſelf, might very eaſily ketorw an eternal 


Motion upon it. Hoping to obtain of us a belief of theſe fictions, with a 
growing 
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growing preſumption they precariouſly imagine that all things were made up 

by the con junction of theſe Particles as things pre-exiſtejit to their being,and 

that the moſt perfe& of living Creatures, Men and Women, are but heaps 

of fine Atoms thrown together : When as by the moſt ſtri& obſervance of the 

Generation of Animals which are bred continually, it cannot be perceiv'd 

that any are produc'd by the commixture of ſuch antecedent Miſcibles;dai- 

ly experience witneſſing that their bodiesare form'd out of an Homogeneous 
Principle, and do exiſt before thoſe Epicurean Atoms or Ariſtorelean Ele- 

ments. But if we grant that there was Matter and Motion,-and that Bodies 
aremade by the jumbling of theſe Atoins,and that the compoſitionof various 
Forms is nothing elſe but the connexion of looſe Particles; yet it is moſt abs 

ſurd to think that this great Machine, the Univerſe, conſiſting of fo 'many 
excellent Parts, could have been fram'd by unguided Motion. 

'* For the Atoms mov'd in the infinite Space, which is ſuppos'd, either in 
Parallel Lines, or Obliquely. If they march'd on direaly, they could ne- 
ver meet to compoſe ſo many bodies by their Union. The Inventors of this 
Notion perceiving this inconvenience, affirm them to decline a little, thac 
ſo by their interfeiring Motion the jagg'd Particles might catch ho!d of one 
another. And they are alſo forc'd to ſay that they decline variouſly; for if 
all declin'd one way, none would meet. But though we grant that the ramb- 
lmg Aroms take diffcrent courſes in their Motions of Declination, and ſo 
may poſſibly meet the ſooner, and alſo ſuppoſe that whilſt they wander up 
and down without a guide they may ſometimes ſhew us by a few rude Com- 
poſitions that they had united, and form'd themſelves into inconſiderable 
lumps of different ſizes and figures yet to Þelieve that ſo many varieties of 
ſiich noble Works as I have before recited, ſhould riſe out of Matter by a 
blind ſcuffle of indiſcerning Principles, is both an abſur'd Phancy, and che 
height of fooliſh Credulity. Things of Nature are better then thoſe of Art , 


and yet this can donothing but by che application of an induſtyious skill ; 


what then but madneſs can make us think that Nature is Irrational ? When 
wasany rare thing done by Chance ? What though Apeles ſtruck the Image of 
Foame upon his Table by anangry caſt of his Pencil? Could he with ſuch a- 
nother,nay a thouſand ſuch rude throws, have form'd a Bucephalus or a Stra- 
fonica ? If we could ſee theſe lawleſs Atoms meet by accident in the form of 
i Tree,and grow into an Organ,the branches ſhaping themſelves into tunable 
Pipes and varying Notes according to bigneſs and length , the upper part 
doing the duty of a Sound-board, and the lower fram'd into a pair of Bel- 
lows, which fill'd and mov'd with wind give us the pleaſure to hear excel- 
Jent Airs ; weſhould be apt to think that Chance is no contemptible Princi- 
ple, and we ſhould abate our eſtimation of Knowledge ; ſuch an Inſtrument 
equallingand very much exceeding thoſe which being made with great care 
muſt be play'd upon by one who underſtands Muſick as well as he that fram'd 
it. This alſo would be more admirable then thoſe Inſtruments, which being 
contriv'd with much pains to play as it werea few leſſons of themſelves, are 
then help'd with a wheel fill'd with Pins orderly plac'd with an Artificial 
Skill and regular ſupplies of Wind. I ſuppoſe we may chance to ſee an Or- 
gan riſe out of theGround after the foremention'd manner, when we ſhall hap- 
pen to hear twenty Mad-men ſinging together, all their wild Notes falling of 
themſelves into one Harmonious ſound. Theſe are the only Voices which 

will fit ſuch an Inſtrument. 
But if it be too much to expe@ that a Plant ſhould grow ſo Muſically , 
why do not theſe numerous Atoms conſpire together after their fortuitous 
6 L manner, 
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manner, ſome to make an heap of Letters, others Paper, ſome a Preſs , 
and all to place themſelves as well as Printers uſe to do , and put out ſome 
Book, which men ſeeing might ceaſe to magnifie their own Induſtry ? Bur 
the Atoms are grownſullen; for though they have done theſe and greater 
Matters of old, ( for they have produc'd Men and Women ) yet they will 
do ſono more ; or it may be they were tir'd long ago, and when they bes 
gan to be weary, by chance form'd the Sexes which were not known before, 
that Men and Women might be made without their help.If the Model of the 
Univerſe had been fram'd by Chance, it is rational to think that inſtead of 
thoſe beautiful contrivances and lovely Symmetries which appear in the 
Works of All-knowing Nature, we ſhould have ſeen the World filPd with 
mis-ſhapen Animals, as Men with three Feet, and Beaſts with five,and many 
other ſuch ſights ugly by reaſon of Diſproportion. But now Monſters are 
rare, we ſee only a few whoſe underſtandings are ſo diſtorted , that ſeeing 
the World peopled with ſuch well-compos'd inhabitants, perverſly imagine 
that formerly there were ſuchas I have nam'd and worſe, but that they being 
not well able to defend themſelves, were deſtroy'd by others who did not 
like them. | 

If theſe things did not caſt a ſufficient diſparagement upon this Principle, 
yet the permanency of the well-order'd World for ſo many Ages would diſ- 
charge it from any ſuch mean Dependance as the fortuitous concatenation of 
Atoms ; thoſe little bodies would not have been able ſo long to hold toge- 
ther by their forked tails ; they are not ſo faſt tied in their preſent configu- 
rations that they cannot get looſe; neither are they ſo conſtantly repercuſs'd 
when they offer to move out of their places, that for fear of blows ' eb their 
Neighbours they dare not ſtir and fetch their uſual walks. They may remove 


at their pleaſure ; for all things being mingled with a generally-diſpread 


vacuity, thoſe which are contiguous to emptineſs may move, and then the 
next to them in order,and ſo the whole Nationof Atoms change their poſture, 
if nothing elſe do ſtop their courſe, and hinder them from leaving thoſe bos 
dies which are wade up only by an aggregation of Particles. 

It i true, we ſee there are ſolid Bodies inthe World as well as fluid ; but 


we can imagine no better reaſon of their Solidity, then the united Reſt of 


thoſe contiguous parts whereof they do conſiſt: and fince ſome Bodies 
are harder then others, thoſe which have greater firmneſs may eafily juſtle the 
weaker out of their places,and claſhing continually inas great a variety of 


contrary Motions as thereare croſs lines upon a Globe, if ſome Potent God 
djd not interpoſe,the Forms of Matter by the diſſolution of their Parts would 


be continually alter'd, as Wrinkles are upon the face of water by a ruffling 
Wind. The Nature of things being thus conſtituted, can we imagine that 
the Permanency of the World ſhould be reſolv'd into no other Principle 
then the forewentian'd Hypotheſis ; or that Chance is the glue which hath 
united its parts ſo long, and lock'd the Sun and Moon in their whirl-pools ? 
We way as rationally ſuppoſe that Aſtronomers have made a league with 
theſe wandring Atoms, that for ſame certain tim? they ſhould nor deſerc 
their ſtations, hired ſome to watch others, or at leaſt have agreed with 
them that they ſhould appear in ſet places & poſtures at appointed ſeaſons, 
and make good their PrediGions : how elſe could they forete}! the Eclipſes 
of the Sun and Moon many years before-hand ? By which we may perceive 
that, though ſuch as ſay the World did exiſt of itſelf, do conformably ta 
their own Opinion affirm that it is its own preſerver, and hangs together by 


the power of its 0ivn Nature, not of God, and ſubſiſts without the help of 


any 
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any Extrinſecal Principle,yet they bave no firm ground for their Aſſercion; 
but it is very rational to ſay, that he who made Motion, and continues 
it {till becauſe it is uſeful, hath given it Laws;and doth ſo regulate it whilſt 
it rebounds from one thing to another, that the World is no more diſturb'd 
from perſevering in that Reſt which enables it to reſiſt thoſe Motions which 
would change its Form, then the Sea is permitted to overflow the whole 
Earth. Yes, yes; If that Omnipreſent Goodneſs which is ſpread through 
the Creation did not ſuſtain the whole,ic would fall in pieces ; for all things 
knocking rudely againſt one another muſt needs break themſelves, as blind- 
men arm'd with Bows and Arrows and ſhooting at Rovers would kill one 
another.If the Government of the World were permitted to blind Chance, 
or the turbulent humours of Degenerate men, it is not to be imagin'd how 
it ſhould be tolerably habitable. The wheels of Humane affairs would 
ſoon be taken off, or broken , if created Beings were not guided by an 
Onniſcient Power, which both direGs them inthe Road, and ſtops their 
extravagant Motions as it pleaſeth, and ſo preſerves the great Chariot of 
the World from being overturn'd. The wiſeſt of inen have thought it more 
rational to ſuppoſe that a Ship without a Pilot may live at Sea in a Tempeſt 
when it 1s toſs'd with waves among(t Rocks, then that Mankind which is 
often miſs-led with dangerous Errours, and is uſually hurried with violent 
Paſſhons, ſhould not quickly bring the World to a miſerable end by mad 
practices, if there were not a God who, to preſerve the Order which he 
hath conſtituted, keeps up thoſe Banks, which if they were once broken, 
would drown the World with a Deluge of inexpreſſible Calamity. As God 
1s the Founder of Order, ſo prudent men inall Ages have look'd upon Re- 
ligion, which is a juſt Obſervance of him, as one of the chief Principles b 
which the Happineſs of the World is ſuppofted ; and which being de- 
ſtroy'd would neceſſarily infer the ruin of all civil Societies: They have 
eſteem'd it that ſacred Knot, which being cut in pieces lets looſe Diſorder, 
accompanied with Contempt of Law and ſubverſion of Right,and follow'd 
with common Deſtruction. 

I cannot but wonder that ſome who pretend to Philoſophy have thought 
that excellent Order, which is manifeſt in the Regular Motions of the 
Celeſtial Orbs and the Viciſſitudes of Seaſons, which are admirable by rea- 
ſon of thoſe Advantages which they. produce, may be reſolv'd into the 
diſpoſal of an undiſcerning Principle, becauſe the Sea ebbs and flows at 
ſet times, and becauſe they obſerve that Agues have Periodical Fits. Thoſe 
that argue after this manner ſeem to challenge God at his own weapons ; 
and we may gueſs at their Succeſs by their Folly. Ir is fit tobe quoted 
as an Argument againſt him, that he hath made that great Body of Naviga- 
ble Waters, and ſubjected it to the influences of the Mcon, which at cer- 
tain ſeaſons doth make conſtant Tides, whichare not more uſeful to Mer- 
chants, and ſo to all men, by Importing and Exporting Materia's of Trade, 
then they are applicable to the Proof of a Deity, whoſe skill by ſuch an 
Excellent Work is clearly demonſtrated ? Or, if we muſt think that there | 
is no God, becauſe one who is ſick of a Quartan Ague is troubled with Pe- 
riodical Fits, why may we not as well ſay that there is no God, becauſe 
two Armies do ſometimes wake a Truce and ceaſe fighting ? No, you fay 
that is done by the appointment of humane Diſcretion, Well, butis ic 
not in the power of Divine Prudence to appoint a neighbouring Enemy to 


_ infeſt us at ſet times? If a Diſeaſe be a confli& of our Nature with that which 


infeſts us, it is a Courteſie that we ate not put to the trouble of fighting 
| | CO11- 
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continually for our lives, bur have tive a:lotied to recruit our ſpent For- 
ces, andare taught in thoſe Intervals to provide againit the next approach of 
our Enemy.Is it an Argument againſt God, that he hath made a creature which 
cannot fight alwaies without wearineſs ?- Beſides, that the Paroxyſins are ex- 
a&tly conſtant in their returns, 1s falſe ; for they change in time and operg- 
tion according to the variety of many Accidents, and return ofrner and ſtay 
longer, as the Body in which they lodge is differently indiſpos'd. 

The Obje&ion which you cited laſt of all is ſo extravagant, that no Fable 
is more incredible, and weway juſtly wonder what ſhould bring it intoany 
mans mind. You wou'd have ſaid, if you had explain'd your ſeif a little 
further, that 6ur Grand-mother Earth caſt out of her bowels bags like 
Wombs, CI think you might more properly have ſaid Secundines) and theſe 
breaking by degrees , Children come forth ar laſt, who were nouriſh'd by a 
kind of Milky Juice till they became great Boys and Girls, and ſo made a 
ſhift to live upon herbs,and, when they cou:d catch them, upon their fellow 
Animals. The conſideration of this Poetical phancy aſſures us how thoſe who 
diſown a God, are diſtreſs'd for want of ability to give any tolerable ac- 
count of the Production of living Creatures ; and withal ſhews us the Difin+ 
penuity of Atheiſts, who not beijeving a Truth ſo naturally plain, admit 
things which are not only very improbable, but highly abſurd ; and indeed 
are well content that any thing ſhould beimpos'd upon them , though never 
ſo unlikely, if it do but abſolve them from the belief of a Deity. How elſe 
could it be poſſible that they ſhould reje& the moſt credible ſtory of the 
Creation, and believe that men grew out of the ground like Muſhromes ; 
or that Stars did ſow the Earth with a Celeſtial Sperm, which afterwards 
grew up into Men and Women ; or, rather then fail, that at firſt Stones were 
tranſubſtantiated into Rational Creatures, being caſt over the ſhoulders of 
Deucalion and Pyrrha;, or, at leaſt, that Promothens made them of Clay, and 
enliven'd them with Fire which he ſtole from Heaven ; or poſſibly , that 
long ago Meu were Ants, and were afterwards transform'd by eAfacas ? 
Theſe FiGions are as paſſable as your Wind-Egpc, 

The diſingenuity of Atheiſts wil be more manifeſt, if we conſider how 
unwilling they are to allow an Eternity to God, and yet beſtow it upon ſuch 
a conrewptible thing as Matter , and whoſe Notion they know to be clogg'd 
with inexplicable difficulties;and obſtinately deny the Infinity of a Divine 
Being, and yet grant it both to Space, and alſo ro the Succeſſion of Ages } 
and afhrm that, becauſe Matter and Motion are if the World, els 
there is nothing elſe; or that there is no God , becauſe an account way be 
given of ſome of his Works by Matter and Motion ; and grant that Wood, 
Stones, Nails and Tools, way make themſelves, and, which is ſomewhat an 
eaſier Task, build an Houſe without an Architect; and fo rather then ac- 
.knowledpe the Wo: 1d to be the Effe& of the Firſt Cauſe, aſſert it tobe its 
own Builder, Houſe, and Inhabitant. Thoſe who form their Speeches by 
theſe Rules, need not make any ſcruple to ſay that a Watch may wake it ſelf 
and winding it ſe'f up by Chance move fo regularly as to ſhew the Day of 
the Month, the Hour of the Day, the Age of the Moon, and the Time of the 
Tide. Who but a Fool couid ever think that the Eye was not made to ſee, 
the Ear to hear, or the Hands to take hold of things but that each of them 
being accidenta'ly fitted for ſuch purpoſes, we apply them accordingly? 
Such as talk at this rate, whilſt they bid others hearken to the voice of Na- 
ture, do certainly ſtop their own Ears againſt it; and may truly be ſaid not 
to argue from the DiQates of Reaſon, bur rather, being at a loſs , to caſt 
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Lots what they ſhall ſay next : and we can no more reaſonably expe& ſatis- 
faction from their diſcourſes, then hope to read our Deſtiny inthe firſt place 
which accidentally opens in Virgil or Homer. ESE: 

Is this all the Courteſie that we are to exped from Philoſophy, to be le- 
yell'd with the ignorance of the rude Vulgar, who wonder at the braſs , or 
gaze upon the gilded wood of a noble Sphere,and brutiſhly negle& the rare 
Motions of it,and take nonotice of his Art who made it ſuch an Excellent 
Machine ? Or are we grown lo perverſe, that we confeſs that Art is now in 
the World, but deny that there was any at the firſt ; and ſay that great Skill 
is manifeſted in the imitation of Natures's Works, but that there was none in 
Deſignation of the Original ; and ſo equal the Calts of ſenſleſs Chance to the 
contrivances of the beſt Skill, and eſteem blind men as able to give a judg- 
ment of Colours as thoſe who have the cleareſt fight ? 

Thoſe who can digeſt the foremention'd Abſurdities of which the Athe- 
iſtical Hypotheſis is undoubtedly guilty, may ſafely ſwallow Iron, and not 
only with eaſe deny that there is a God ; but without any difficulty believe 
what they will. - Burt it is rational tothink, that God will have ſatisfaGion 
from thoſe unworthy perſons who obſcure theGlory of hisDivinicy with ſuch 
miſ-reports ; eſpecially ſince he hath both made them his Creatures , given 
them leave to contemplate his Works themſelves, and commanded them to 
reveal their Excellency to others. ' , 

* One contrary I could not but ſuppoſe, replied * Paſenantius,that you weuld endeavour 
toall mes. to fortifie your Opinion with probable Arguments, and embelliſh the No- 
tionof a Deity withall ſpecious Allegations ; and therefore expeGted, thar 
you would alſo lead the contrary Opinion with all imaginable Abſurdities, 
But we are told by others, that your Hypotheſis is not free from conſidera- 
ble Objedions :- For if a God made the World, as you ſay, he ſeems to them 
not to have been Good, becauſe he made it no better ; for many things are 
but of little uſe, and ſomevery hurtful. Beer 
Is this the formidable difficulty which threatens this greatArticle of Faith? 
ſaid Beztivolio ſmiling;then I perceive that the number of our enemies which 
are yet unconquer'd is but ſmall, and that their ſtrength is leſs. They ſeem 
to march confidently ; but in my mind they are arm'd no better then thoſe 
ridiculous Cawlomwcetes in Lunis, who are reported to have cover'd them- 
ſclves with Muſhrome-ſhields, and to have carried Spears which were only 
long blades of Aſparagus. It is no wonder that ſuch as endeavour to graſp Im- 
menſity with a Finite underſtanding, and level God's Wiſdom with their 
ownApprehenſions,do ask many ridiculous queſtions concerning the Divine 
Operations; and, beſides thoſe which you have nam'd, demand with what 
Tools he made the World, becauſe they themſelves cannot work withour 
them ; and bid us tell them in what Moulds he caſt the Celeſtial Orbs, be- 
cauſe they 1imploy ſuch utenſils when they make Piſtol-bullet. Whilſt they, 
complain in the behalf of many things created , of ſome becauſe they are 
not very good in themſelves,and of ſome becauſe they are hurtful to others ; 
really, Paſenantins, | believe it isa very hard watter for theſe Objedours 
to ſay what would have pleas'd them. Iam apt to think they deſire they. 
know not what. Some things they grant to be very Excellent , but they 
would have had all others equal to them. The folly of this deſire is wanifeſt 
if weapply their wiſh to any particular Phenomenon. All confeſs the Sun 
to be a moſt nobl- Being: but will any one that is wiſe therefore think it fic 
: that every thing ſhould be a Sun ? The Huwane Body is a rare Machine : but 
i it then a blewiſh upon the Creation, that Frogs have not the ſame parts 
| aud 


Book VI. Bentivolio and Uranta, 


and figure ? Certainly if theſe men were to givedirections for the Deſign 
of a Magnificent Picure, they would order it to be drawn without any ſha- 
dows ; and if they were to reform the Laws of Harmony,Half-Notes would 
be in danger of baniſhment out of all Compoſition. Ir is not freedom from- 
Envy, but wantof Art, to make all the Members of a living creature, Eyes; 
' Theſe curious people conſider not, that ſuch a frame as the World is, muſt 
confilt of many Parts, and that they have a ſufficient uſe, though one is not e- 
qual to another, whilſt they help to conſtitute ſuch a rare Syſtem,and grace 
it with the delightful variety of Beauty by reaſon of the difterent degrees 
of Peing ; ſo that it is only a defect of Knowledge which makes them think 
that this World can be mended : And we plainly fee , that the better which 
they phanſie, if it were made by ſuch Rules which they ſeem to approve , 
muſt of neceſſity be worſe ; and that they would deſerve the ſame praiſe 
for undertaking to make an alteration, which he merited, who pretending 
--20 out-do all the Pictures which had ever been made of Horſes , drew one 
with hairs upon the lower eye-lid. 

T here is nothing which you can name as likely to be underva.u'd for its 
meanneſs, but a ſufficient uſe may be aſlign'd to preſerve it from contempt. 
What is more in danger of Diſregard then the looſe particles of Sand which 
lie upon the Sea-ſhore, or Gravel which 1s trod upon-in High-wayes ? Or 
what can be thought of leſs uſe then Hairs, which are deſpis'd as Excreſ- 
cencies of Nature ? Yet doth nor the Mariner thank God for thoſe Sands, 
whilſt they ballaſt his Ship ? and is not the Traveller glad of that contemp» 
tible Gravel for making his way more firm ? and are not theſe Philoſophers 
well pleas'd with it in their Gardens, when they ſee how convenient it is to 
beautifie their Walks ? And thoſe inconfiderable Hairs which ſeem not on- 
ly ſuperfluous but prejudicial, do not they warm the cold brain with a na- 
tural Peruke, keep ſweat from falling upon the delicate Inſtrument of- our 
Sighc, being plac'd prudently upon the Eye-brows ; and prove beſides, that 
they were not made in vain, ſince by a reaſonable appearance in the Face 
they givea very uſeful notice of a different Sex, when the age of a Man be- 
gins to be more dangerous to Women, if they were not ſo aſſured with whom 
they converſe? _ Fr | 

Whereas you ſay ſome things are hurtful; if you underſtand your own 
words, you muſt mean that they arenot good for all uſes : I ſhall ſoon let 
you ſee how much you are miſtaken in this Phancy. To inſtance only in one 
or two things : Will youeſteem ill-ſented Weeds and venomous Plants miſ- 
chievous, becauſe they are not good for ordinary food ? It is unreaſonable; 

they were not appointed for any ſuch end : For the ſame cauſe you may as 
well find fault with Fire and Stones. But if you apply them in medicine, 
you will perceive that they are fingularly beneficial. This may be ſaid alſo 
of Poyſonous Animals; that they might not hurt us we are guarded with Diſ- 
cretion, and ſome of them are their own Antidotes, as is ſeen in the Oil of 
Scorpions, and the uſeful Treacle which 1s made of Vipers. fo that we 
have no great reaſon to complain much of that harmfulneſs which by pru- 
dent care we may avoid, and whoſe cure doth grow ſo near to it. But co end 


this conference,* Paſenantius, ſaid Bentivolio,l think that you and I ſhould * one contrary 


ſuſpect rather that we'are unskilful, then that things are uſeleſs, when we * 


know not to what purpoſes they are deſign'd ; and that it is more ingenu- 
ous to improve our Underſtanding by nakingExperiments, then idely to en-+ 
deavour to find a Fault where there is none but our Ignorance. 


Thus, ſaid + Atcomachus, did Bextivelis conclude his Diſcourſe , which ; 
S 2 Fagenins 
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a On who Eugenics entertain'd with great delight : * Aurautms heard it with a kind of 
href '® . Indifference; -becauſe it ſeen'd to'icarry a good ſhadow of Probability: Bur 
OP Paſinantins , according to his obſtinate humour, wouldnort believe it to be 
true; though he was notable-toconfute it, It grew ſomething-Jate,, and 
therefore Eugenins deſir'd Paſenantius and Autanrus to ſtay all night. Paſe- 
nantius excus*d himſelf, pretending that ſome important buſineſs urg'd him 
b 4» Athif, to wait upon ® Anrithens that evening. - Autautus accepted the invitation. 
When Paſenantius was gone, Engens defir'd his Gueſts to leave off their 
Philoſophy for a while, and to refreſh themſelves with a ſhort Supper, 
which was now ready. They walk'd in the Garden till it was ſet upon the 
Table. After Supper they took leave of each other for a night ; And becauſt 
it is now late, added NNrcomachns, if you pleaſe, let us do ſo too. The 
Company having expreſt the great content which they rook in Bentivolty's 
© 4 diva Diſcourſes, and having thank'd Nicomachus for making the Rehearſal, © Theo- 
yu noe and * Irene conducted Urania to her Repolſe, and * Sympathus accompa- 
© Oe 20h com, ned Nicomachus to his Chamber. 
pallionates The next day as they were walking all together in the Shades of that 
others. q F | ka 
f 4 Divin Pleaſant Grove which joyns to # Theander's Gardens, and diverted them- 
per ſon. ſelves with various entertainments, they ſometimes expreſt a Reſentment of 
n= Lever of s 4{erhion*s condition,and reproach'd * Antitheus,and ſometimes complain'd 
h 4» 4:te;8, Of the abſence of Bertivolioand Amyntor. * Panaretus ſeeing that they were 
'i 4 vertnows. ſo much the more griev'd, becauſe they ſaw this loſ's ready to be compleated 
with the departure of the remaining Companions , &1deavour'd to oppoſe 
their diſturbance thus. Since you know, faid he, that we are ſo appointed 
m this World, that our Felicities are often interrupted, let us not be troub« 
led at any thing which happens, as if we had not foreſeen it ; neither let us 
deprive our felves of that Happineſs which we may enjoy, by negleQing 
_ to improve the advantage of our preſent Converſation ; ard by no means ler 
us antedate the Diſquiet which will attend our mutual Abſence, by allowing 
Melancholy to ſeize on us aforehand. And if you think it is a fin in us to 
k One who 1EAVe yOu,It is juſt that k Nicomachns ſhould ſuffer the firſt puniſhmenr of ir, 
conquers in fince heis come to call us away, If that will give yolt any ſatisfaction, re- 
fight. plied Nicomachus, I will chearfully undergo what ſuch merciful Judges ſhall 
14 Divie Pleaſe to appoint. Tthink, ſaid ! Theonoe, we had beft take it for granted 
Mind, that it isa Sin, without difputing the Caſe ; and fince Nicomachns is ſo wil- 
ling to make amends for doing 'us this ſuppos'd injury, if it were not a pre- 
ſumption for me to offer ar the pronouncing of his Sentence, I wonld con- 
denn him to the trouble of perfe&ting the relation of Bertrolis's Diſcourſes, 
m Degenerate IN Thertagene, You have form'd his Cenſure much to our advantage, ſaid 
Beaſts, n Irene ; and as by yeſterday's experience we perceive of how faithful a 
n Frere Memory he is Maſter, we are well aſſur'd that he is able to diſcharge this 
Task. Yes,faid {{rania,and,if I might take the boldneſs toſpeak in all our 
Names, I ſhould freely declare that icomachus ſhall not only by this means 
expiate his Fault, but that his Patience will be ſohighly meritorious that it 
ſhall oblige us all. Though I did eaſily imagine, replied Nicomachus, con-. 
fidering the juſt Temper of thoſe who were to appomt what I ſhould ſuffer, 
that T ſhould not be condemn'd to any thing Intolerable : yet I did not ex- 
ped this kind of Penance, having endur'd it once already, and then diſco- 
ver'd ſo much of Imperfe@ion, that I thought, if it were only to ſave your 
ſelves from the troubleſome exerciſe of your own Piry, you would not be 
willing to ſce me ſuffer after that manner any more: Therefore I muſt intreat 
you to alter my Puniſhment, leſt you afi& your ſelves, and aiſo Aron 
urther 
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further witneſſes of the wrongs which you force me to commit againſt Ben- 
tivolio, Panot you think toclcape the Law with ſuch Pleas, anſwer'd Ura- 
zi ; you can commit n» Fault againſt wy Brother by failing to recite what 
-te chaftays for want of Memory 3 or, it you did, you arcable to ſu pply that 
defe& by the Exceliency of your Wit : and I aw apt to think that you have 
in ſeveral Paſſages conceal'd his Infirmity, pretending to have receiv'd from 
him what was your own. Lam oblig'd to you for his ſake ; bur ſince you 
promis'd Obedience whtn you made us your Judges, ſubmit to your Cen- 
ſure, and be afſur*das to the Apprehenſton which you have for us , that all 
the AtAiction which we ſhall endure by way of Sywpathy will be only to en- 
joy a great Pleaſure whilſt we hear you diſcourſe. I ſhould not, replied 
Ntcomachus, make any more Objections againſt wy Duty, (for ſuch I eſteem 
whatſoever you are pleas'd to command me) but that befides what I have 


cold you already, I can remember nothi ng but the ſtory of * Anaxanaton, * The King of 
which Eagenivs, who had but an imperfect notice of it,requeſted Bexrivolio $8" 


torelate to him : and ſince you are acquainted with ir already, I preſume 
that T am fairly excus'd trom the Rehearſal. Do not hope to ſave your ſelf 
thus, anſwer'd Theoxoe,nor believe that atty Ingenuous Perſons can be weari- 
«d witha Story which is fil'd with the greateſt Accidents that ever hap- 
pen'd in the World, though they ſhould hear it often. As no other can 'e- 
qual it in the Importance of the Matter, {2 I wake no doubt but that in Bex- 
tvolio's Narrative it is accommodated to a very pleaſing Method.1 fee I gain 
nothing, ſaid Nzcomachns, but loſs of Time by the Delay of my Obedience, 
I might have perform'd a good part of my Task if I had begun ſooner , and 
therefore I will make no more Excuſes. He proceeded thus. 

As Bentivolio and Exgenius were walking one day in a Summer-Gallery , 
which was built after the manner of the Lyceum where Ariſtotle convers'd 
with his Peripateticks, Eapentes having heard Bentivolio in ſeveral Diſcours 
fes make an honourable mention of Anaxanatton, and being not very well 
acquainted with his ſtory, defir'd Bentrvolio to give him a fuller Informati- 
on concerning the Lifeof that moſt Excellent Perſon. I would doit with all 
my heart, faid Bextivolio, if my Power were correſpondent to my Deſire of 
your Satisfaftion. If Anaxanaiton would pleaſe to beſtow upon me Volts 
divine, (a favour which he is reported to have done the Prince of Edeſſa, 
when he pitied the diſability of the Painter whom he ſent to- take his Pi- 
Cure) it would beeafie for me to perform this Task by ſhewing you his fair 
Image. Whether it be true or no that the Glory which ray'd from Anaxa- 
natfon's Face dazel'd the foremention'd Painter, I do not know ; but I am 
ſare there are none who have ſeriouſly contemplared his Incomparable Per- 
feations, that can think they have a ſufficient Skill to deſcribe his juſt Cha- 
racer. Some things in his Life are ſo great that they are roo big for the 
Capacity of ordinary Apprehenfions,and thoſe Heroical Pieces which do 
11 it upare ſo many, thart it is difficult to remember them all : Bur fince I 
have had the Happinefs to ſee ſome Memoires of his Life written by his 
Friends, who knew him by intimate Converſe from the time of his publick 

Actions till his Death, I ſhall be able ro makea Relation by which you will 
perceive that you never heard fuch things ſpoken of any other Perſon. But 


tecauſe it will be too long, added Bentivolio, to walk till I can finiſh this. 


Report, we will fit down. Hereupon the Company took their Seats, and 
Bentivolis began thus. 


The 
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Here begins a Miſt firſt acquaint you with the mannerof his Birth, which poſſibly 

Diſcourſe con- Y will awake your Admiration, when I tell you that his Mother was a Vir- 

os he, B10 3 it being bur fit that he who was Lord of Nature, ſhould be born out of 

Explicatin 1ts Ordinary Courſe. This 1s ſomething ſtrange, I confeſs, ſaid Eugening; 

CT for it is a thing which hath no parallel Example. Yes, it is ſtrange, reply- 
Excellens Go- ed Bentivolis, but not at all incredible to you, Ewperinus, or any elſe who + 

ſpet. acknowledgeth a God. How ealily can he who fram'd all things out ef No- 

thing, make the Womb of a Virgin pregnant without the contaG of two pro- 

lifick Sexes? or,if Conception be accompliſh'd according to the more com- 

mon Hypotheſis, it is not unreaſonable to ſuppoſe that he who appointed 

ſuch rare effects to be produc'd in a way ſo untikely, that none are able to 

pivea rational accompt of what they know to be done by it,can as eaſily do 

it by ſowe other. This Truth was ſufficiently juſtified to all the World, 

Who ſhould doubt of it ? Jews or Gentiles ? The Mother was afſur'd of it 

by an Angel, and told how it ſhould be brought to paſs ; leſt her Modeſty 

 ſhouldafterwards have taken offence at ſuch a ſtrange accident. HerCountry- 

men the Jews had no Reaſons to dis-belteve that a man might be born of a 

Virgin, who knew by Revelation that the firſt Woman was made of a Rib, 

and whoſe Fathers ſaw 4aroz's Rod long afcer it was cut from the Tree both 

Bloſſom and bear Almonds ; who were told by the Omnipotent God, that the 

Meſſiah, whom they had for many years expected, ſhould be the Sori of a Vire 

gin ; & were further aſſur'd that Anexanatton was he by a Quireof Angels, 

who, todo Honour to him as ſoon as he was born, celebrated his Incarnati- 

on with holy Carols,and being favour'd of God by an early Information to 

underſtand the great Concernments of his Nativity,did not only adore one 

whom they were commanded to receive as their Prince, but did charitably 

make known to men the Happineſs which was befallen them by this Nivine 

Off-ſpring of the Virgin-Mother. The Gentiles could not rationally doubt 

of this great Truth, for a very conſiderable part of them who inhabited 

the Eaſtern World, by an Inſtrument ſutable to their way of Life had notice 

of his Birth ; for whilſt they were obſerving the face of the Heavens,by the 

peculiar Rays of a new Star devoted to this holy Uſe they were directed to 

find him that was ſo ſtrangely born. As the Divine Benignity did thus take 

care to let:them know the way to thatExcellent Perſon, in whoſeAppearance 

all the world was deeply concern'd, ſo this general notice being given them 

by ſuch extraordinary means, oblig'd them to belive what was told them 

particularly concerning the manner of his Birth. 

Thus by this firſt Intelligence given to the ſimple Shepheards and the 
learned eMagi God made Anaxaxatfon known betimes to the weakeſt and 
wiſeſt of Men : and yet, leſt any doubts ſhould remain in the minds of 
the ſcrupulous World concerning this point , Anaxanatton took away all 
difficulties from their Belief, exceeding the Wonder of his Nativity by the 
Miracles which he perform'd after he was born, eſpecially after his Death ; 
and left none but the Malicious ſo ſtupid, as that they were not able to con- - 
clude that he who could revive the dead with his Word , and raiſe himſelf 
out of a Grave after he had been buried three dayes, might eaſily begin 
his Life in the Womb of a Virgin, But ſince I muſt diſcourſe to you of thac 
afterwards, I defire you at preſent only to think with your ſelf whether 


ſince 


noo 
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ſince the Heavens were at this time adorn'd with new Luminaries, and the 
Celeſtial Inhabitants came down in viſible ſhapes, and expreſs'd the No- 
bleneſs of their Ingenuity, congratulating the Proſperity of Men with the 
_ ſweeteſt of Harmonies, .an Honour never before equall'd was not done to 
the Nativityof this great Perſon, and that they were not high Prefignifica- 
tions of the Divine Quality and Excellent Actions of this mighty Prince; 
and evidences of his Heavenly Extra infinitely more IlJuſtrious then thoſe 
poor Inſtances which moſt would have admir'd as indubitable Preſages, that 
1s, if he had been born ſmiling, 1f his Incarnation had been attended with 
a Dance of Swans, if Bees had hiv'd themſeives in his Lips, or an Halcyon 
made her neſt in his Cradle. I find as nuich Reaſon to believe, as before I 
had to wonder, ſaid Ewgerias; only I defire you would let me know who 
was that Virgin-Mother ; for being honour'd with ſuch an Extraordinary 
Favour, I cannot but ſuppoſe ſhe was ſome very rare Perſon. the was, re- 
plied Bentivolio z but her Excellency conſiſted in an Humble Piety and un- 
ſported Chaſtity. It's true, ſhe was lineally deriv'd from a Royal Family : 


bur chat Relation was weaken'd by ſo many Diſcents, that it was not much 


more conſpicious at ſuch a diſtance then the Diſtinction of Waters which 
proceed from ſeveral Rivulets when theyare blended in the Sea; neither did 
ſhe challenge any greater Honour from that Original then any poor man may 
claim as being defcended from Noh, nor God make any other uſe of the 
Pedegree then to verifie his own Predictions. - But this is no wonder; for 
God having deſign'd to glorifie Humility by the Incarnation of his Son, and 
co diſparage thoſe vain Eſtimations which are bottom'd upon High Paren- 
tage, Noble Titles and vaſt Poſſeſſions, he ſent him into the World deveſted 
- of theſe Ornaments,and- obſcur'd his truer Greatneſs with the Meanneſs of 
a poor Eſtate,though indeed that was appointed as a foil of his afrer-Glory, 
which was ſhut up in this Cloud like the Sun-beams in Curtains of Cryſtal. 
For, befides the foremention'd Adorations which were pay'd him by Angels, 
and the Luſtre which was added to his Birth by a new-made Star, Almighty 
God at his Baptiſm own'd him for his Son by a Voice ſounding from Heaven 

ually loud with Thunder, (which he repeated twice afterward)and com- 
manded the World to obey him as their Univerſal Lord, the Holy Spirit de- 
ſcending from the Celeſtial-Regions, and reſting upon himas the true Lover 
of Souls, inthe Form of a Dove. 

What was the meaning of this Solemnity ? ſaid Exgexius. I will tell 
you; anſwer'd Bextivelio; but to make you underſtand this Myſtery more 
fully, I muſt acquaint you witha piece of an ancient Story. When Mankind 
apoſtatiz'd from their Creator, and were afraid of being eternally undone 
with the execution of the Puniſhment which was conditionally threatned , 
the God of Mercy being unwilling that the Folly of his Creatures ſhould be 
their Ruine, took compaſſion of their Miſeries and declar'd that he would 


not purMe his #9 to their Deſtru&ion; and to ſupport their Life by 


Hope he promis'd in due time to ſend one who ſhould make up the Unhappy 
Breach, aſſure his Good wil}, and give Men a full knowledge of the Happi- 
ne(s to which they were reſtor'd. After ſeveral Apes had palt, in which it 
pleas'd God to connive at the Sins of the fooliſh World, for the ſake of his 
Promiſe, he ſent 4naxanatFon, born after the manner which I have before 
deſcrib'd ; who when he came did ſoon approve himſelf to be thar Benign 
Saviour whom the common Father of the Creation had deſign'd to undertake 

the Reſtaurationof the laps'd World, 
I beſeech you, ſaid Exgeniys, tell us how * Anaxanadon verified that 
great 


* The King of 
Kings. 
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great Title ; foras the Appelation is magnificent, ſo our beſt Concern- 
ments ſeem to be included in ict. You ſhall underſtand this preſently, an- 
ſwer'd Bentivolio, When that Divine Perſon, wha exiſted eternally in the 
-Boſorh of his Almighty Father, was pleas'd to appear uponthis poor Globe 
for the Accompliſhwent of the foremention'd Promiſes, to do an unſpeak- 
able Honour to our forlorn Nature, he cloath'd himſelf with Humane Fleſh, 
and united that Life to Immortality which was condemn'd to die for Diſo- 
bedience. When Divinity was thus embodied, | he which dwelt before' in 
the Splendors of inacceſſible Light, deſcended and became viſible in the 
lower Regions,and thoſe who had the Happineſs to behold him were ſtruck 
with the Brightneſs of his Diviner Rayes, by which he was as clearly re- 
veal'd as the frailty of Mortal Eyes could bear; and they perceiv'd that God 
had now fram'd for himſelf an Earthen Tabernacle, and diſdain'd not to 
converſe familiarly with Men, having veil'd the Majeſty of his Glorious 
Preſence in a Fody like their own. 

Here Eugeniss interpoſing, told Bentrvolio that this ſeem'd more ſtrange 
then the firlt piece of his Story ; and that it was more difficult to believe 
that God ſhould become a Man, then that a Virgin ſhould be a Mother. TI 
did ſuppoſe, replied Bemtivelis,that you would wonder at the Myſtical ſenſe 
of my laſt words, neither would I have you think that I amable togive you 
a full Explication of ſo deepa Verity : But I mult rei] you, that though 
God hath made Religion Venerable by the Incowprehenſibleneſs of ſome 
Pieces of it, yet no Article of our Creed is Incredible becauſe we do nor 
perfe&ly underſtand every Point;it being a rational ſatisfaGion to our minds 
that we believe only what God hath ſaid, and our Faith is as well fecur'd 
in theſe Inſtances as our Knowledge 1s in wany things which we take for 
granted, though we are not able to givean exad account of them to a Curi. 
ous Enquirer. Who can explain thenature of Time, and reſolve all the 
Doubts which ariſe from the conſideration of Place? Who can ſhew us the 
Original Springs of Motion? Why ſhould any Man ſtumble at the Myſtical 
Union of God with Humanity , when he conſiders the inexplicable Con- 
nexion of the Soul with a Body, or the ſtrange Adheſion of Matter to Matter? 
Since we know not how our Soul doth at pleaſure move ſo diſtinaly the 
various parts of this rare Machine our Body, why ſhould we be offended 
that God, having told us many eaſie. Truths which we are to believe, and 
given us many plain Precepts whoſe Obedience is neceſſary , ſhould alſo 
command us to pive credit to ſome higher Articles,where our Duty is hum- 
ble Faith and deyout Admiration ? 

I am very well ſatisfied with this Anſwer, ſaid Ewgentus, neither do I 
defire.rudely to uncover what God hath been p!eas'd to hide ; but I beſeech 
you to go On, and let us know what this Divine Perſon was plieas'd to reveal 
concerning the Deſign of his Incarnation. I will, replied Bentivolio. The 
firſt good news which he publiſh'd was, That the Mercifui Creator was 
willing to forgive the World that great Debt which they were not able to 
pay, and that the Moſt Good God, who had been ingratefully abus'd, had 
of his own benign Diſpoſition ſent-an Offer of Pardon , and to ſhew men 
the Reality of his Good will had made the Terms of Reconci'iation eafie ; 
and that they might come to treat he had appointed fnaxanatFon to be a Me- 
diator between Him and Them, who to aſſure them of his be!t Aſſiſtance 
told them that he would negotiate the buſineſs of their Peace, and both in- 
tercede for them with Almighty God, and, ſince the Divine Authority was 


notoriouſly affronted by Mens Tranſgreſſions, he would out of his Love to 
Humanity 


Book VI. Bentivolio and Uranta, 


Humanity ofler himſelf as an Expiatory Sacrifice for their Offences, and ſo 
prevent their deferv'd Ruine, and as far as it was poſſible repair the Divine 
Honour, þy putting the higheſt difparagement upon Sin, whilſt he declar'd 
to all the World that he thought it better that the Lord of Life ſhould die , 
then ſuch a baſe thing as Diſobediegce ſhould not be condemn'd,endeavou- 
ring by this means to deſtroy it, having us'd ſuch a cogent Motive to reduce 
Sinners to their due Obedience, 

This was a noble Undertaking (ſaid Ewpenius,) and as I am aſtoniſh'd at 
the Rehearſal of ſuch a ſtrange AﬀeGtion, 10.1 am ſurpriz'd with an extraor- 
dinary Joy, becauſe I underſtand by this Relation to whom I am oblig'd for 
my Happineſs. I didever make my humble Prayers to God as a moſt Mer- 
ciful Power, but I knew not till now which way he would expreſs his Be- 
nignity. However you have not yet ſaid, continued Exgenius how far the 
Divine Goodneſs was pleas'd to accept this Interceſſion for the benefit of 
Sinners. I will tell you, ſaid Bextrvolio: This moſt worthy Mediator ob- 
tain'd that Men ſhould neither be denied the Grace of Repentance, nor the 
Forgiveneſs of their Sins upon their penitent Return to their Duty. This was 
a high Favour, ſaid Exgenms, and the Condeſcenſion as great as Men could 
deſire. It is moſt juſt that Sinners ſhould repent, for it is moſt Irrational 
to ſin; all Diſobedience being rooted in Folly and Ingratitude: but that God 
would pardon diſingenuous perſons upon their Repentance, and nat infli& 

Puniſhmenc upon ſuch as challeng'd him co do it, 1s fo rare an Expreſſion of 
- the Divine Clemency, that it was worthy of the Mediation of God's Son 
to obtain it: But fince we have troubled you fo far , ſaid Expenine, con- 
tinuing his Diſcourſe to Bentivolio, I pray you let us underſtand what Or- 
ders Jnaxanatton commanded his Subjeds to obſerve, and which he made 
the Conditions of their Hope, and the Trials of their fincere. Submiſſion. 
I will ſarisfie your demand, replied Bentivolis; and whiltt I doſo, F muſt 
let you know that Azaxanadon's Inſtitutions are innobled with ſuch a cony 
prehenſive Prudence, that they infinitely excell the beſt Rules which were 
ever written by the moſt Famous Law-givers. There is no Capacity for the 
improvement whereof Mankind needs Advice, which he hath not accommo- 
dated withan infallible Guidance. It being the principal Concernment of 
Rational Creatures to worſhip their God in ſuch a Mode as is acceptable 
to the Divine Nature, he hath left us an incomparable Draught of Religion , 
by which he hath fupplied the Defeds of all that were before it , and hath 
made this ſo abſoliitely perfe&,that it is not capable of Melioration by any 
ſucceſſive Thoughts. It is well known how poor a thing the Pagan Superſtiti- 
on was in the beſt Pieces of it, and how baſe in the worſt. It pitied 4rax- 
exatton, the true Lover of Humane Souls, to fee them adore fome things 
tor which, as being beneficial toMen,they were oblig'd only to give thanks 
to him which made them Good ; and to ſee them not only proſtrate them- 
ſelves before others worſe then themſelves, but ro make Gods of thoſe 
Creatures which are thruſt into the loweſt rank of Being ; and m wany Na- 
tions both to offer Prayers and Euchariſts to the Names of Men, who were 
fo infamous for bold Wickedneſs that they had juſtified the bigheſt ſorrs of 
Villany with barbarous praGtices;and alſo to worſhip malicious Spirits, not 
only commonEneniies to our Nature,but which chiefly expreſs'd their hatred . 
to 1t by making that Religion in which they wereacknowledg'd the preateſt 
Mifery of their Worſhippers, both whilſt they commanded them to offer 
their own Þloud to appeaſe their devillifh wrath and expos'd them to mutual 
fcorn by obſcene Rites, having given them order to cetebrate their Feſtivals 
s 4 with 
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with wild Curſitations of Naked Women, and immode(t Dances of Laſ. 
civious perſons, and having made their more recluſe Myſteries the exer- 
ciſe of all Unnatural Laſt, that is, forc'd Marikind to honour them by do- 
ing the greateſt Diſhonour which was'poſſible, to it ſelf. All the Compenſa- 
tion which they receiv'd for theſe baſe ſubmiſſions being only a Mockery of 
vain Promiſes deliver'd by abſtruſe Oracles : and yet they were grown ſo 
ſtupid that they did not think themſelves much deluded,becauſe the falſhood 
was cover'd with ambiguous Phraſes ; and they comforted themſelves when 
they were cheated, that they were able to defend their Idol, that is, had 
{o much wit as to conſtrue the Deluſion in the contriv'd ſenſe, which was 
__ as a cover to their God's Ignorance , and an Inſtrument of their 
[4 
* Anaxanatonutterly aboliſhd this rude Heatheniſm, and deiiver'd Hu- 
manity from ſuch execrable Obſervations : and having conſider'd alſo ano= 
ther ſort of Religion us'd in one part of theWorld,which though it was free 
fromſuch deteſtable Cuſtoms, yet perceiving it obſcur'd with Shadows,de- 
feive in ſome neceſlary Rules, redundant in the Obſervation of things 
which are neither good norbad in their own Natures; that the main ſenſe 
of its moſt uſeful Precepts was corrupted with falſe Gloſſes, and the whole 
cxconomy ſo clogg'd with External Rites that it was intolerable to the 
greateſt lovers of Ceremonies that ever were in the World, who at laſt 
could not but complain of the Number and Weight of unprofitable” Ordi- 
nances, being pain'd with Circumciſion, exhauſted with coſtly Sacrifices , 
wearied with long Journeys, troubled with nice Diſtin&ions of Meats, -and 
diſtracted with curious Modes of bodily Worſhip ; out of his deep com- 
miſeration of their ſad Eſtate he diſiniſs'd this unuſeful trouble, and appoint- 
ed a moſt proper Service, commanding Men to offer themſelves to God a 
Reaſonable Sacrifice in ſtead of Bulls and Goats, to make Oblations not gf 
the bloud of dead Beaſts, but the obedient Faith of Living Perſons, to a- 
dore him with thenobleſt Aﬀe&ions of their Souls, and to lay upon his Al- 
tar the Humility of a Reſign'd Will, ro make a Holy Mind his Temple, and 
to embelliſh it with rais'd Apprehenfions of his Divine Nature, and deep 
Reſentments of his Omnipreſent Goodneſs, and in this ſacred Oratory to 
offer up daily Prayers and thankful Acknowledgments, an Incenle moſt ac- 
ceptable, being preſented by ſuch as he alſo taught to devote the Series of 
their whole Life to the Divine honour. Thus Anaxanatton having laid a- 
ſide thoſe meaner Duties which bad men could perform as well as others, 
and by which they uſually endeavour'd to makea Compenſation for their 
Vices, he pluck'd up that Thorny Hedge, which being planted at firſt only 
to ſecure the Jewes from the Heathens Sins, was made uſe of now to exclude 
all their Neighbours from their Charity ; and form'd his Goſpel intoa Ra- 
tional Worſhip, in which having inſtruced Men to ſerve God with natural 
expreſſes of an Ingenuous Simplicity, he broke that heavy yoke which not 
only tired Humane Nature with the Portage of an exceſſive Weight, bur 
pinch'd it alſo with a diſagreeable Form. That which Anaxanadon put in- 
to the room of it is ſo light and well-fitted to our Necks,that Good men take 
no leſs pleaſure in the bearing of it then a Porter would feel in a convenient 
Load of Jewels put upon his back with this condition, that if he carry them 
home they ſhall be his own. 
For now Men find themſelves not only ſatisfied by the wiſe Counfels of 
Anaxanatton in reference to their Divine Affairs, but alfo rarely direQed in 


order to their Civil Negotiations ; he having ſhew'd them Þy a moſt com- 
-pendious 
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pendious, yet very plain, Method, how to ſecure and advance their private | 
and publick Intereſts. His Injunetions require the Obſervation of an ex- 4.0 
a& Righteouſneſs, and he hath made the greateſt Charity an indiſpenſable (40.8 
Law to his Subjzeas. He hath exalted Juſtice tothe higheſt pitch, for he 10Þ} 
made mens ownExpeGations of what they would have done to themſelvs the Wt” 
only Meaſure of what they ſhould do to others in the ſame Caſes. He made 
the Bounds of Charity ſo large, that no miſerable perſon is excluded from 
the benefit of it. He hath charg'd thoſe who pretend to his Diſcipline ne- 
ver to hope for that favour with him which they do not ſhew to others. And 
leſt the pracice of this Divine Vercue ſhould be diſturb'd with the Injuries 
which he knew would await it in the converſation of diſingenuous people , 
he forbad them all Revenge except the noblelt ſort of it, Forgiveneſs. He 
guarded the Chaſtity of Single life with ſtri& Precepts, and permitted not 
the Honour of Marriage to be ſullied with Polygamy , nor defeated with 
peeviſh Divorces. In ſhort, he did ſo fully comprehend all the Offices of 
Humane Life in the Brevity of his wiſe Rules, that the Chriſtian Church was 
the only Example which the World could ſhew of an excellent Society of 
men : It being impoſſible that by any other Principles there ſhould be ſuch 
benign Governours, ſuch obedient Subjeds, or ſo loving Neighbours. None 
are ſo powerfully reſtrain'd from an unjuſt Invaſion of the Rights of others 
as his Servants, who are commanded upon wany occaſions to contemn that 

which they may lawfully call their own. No ſuch care is taken by any other 
 Law-giverof the Reputation upon which Men ſet ſo high a value as by Him, 
for he hath ſecur'd their Good Names among all his Diſciples, which are 
not falſe to rheir Profeſſion, both againſt open Reproches and ſecret Calum- 
ny. Indeed the Rules of his Politie are ſo excellently fram'd, that if they 
were inviolably obſerv'd, all Orders of Men would contribute to the ge- 
neral Advantages of Humane Society; the Wiſdom of God, which ſeems 
to be obſcur*d in the Unequal Conditions of Men, would be made conſpi-= 
cuous ; and that univerſal Peace which is now only wiſh'd, would then be 
enjoy'd, and ſecur'd againſt Inteſtine Sedition and Forein War, 

You will eaſily imagine, proceeded Bentivolio, that Anaxanaton having 
made his Subjeds truly Religious to their God, and very amicable to all 
thejr Relatives, he did not leave them deſtitute of any particular Accom- 
pliſhment belonging to the perfe&ion of a private Capacity, He did ſo 
plainly teach men to know themſelves, and ſo {tridly to regulate the Exor- 
bitancy of their Natural Appetites, that they muſt wilfully negle& his 
DireGQions 1f they be not highly Prudent, ſeverely Temperate, and truly 
Modeſt. He hath madea ſtrong Defence againſt the defires of Vain-glory , 
having taught them no more to regard the trivial Applauſes of the World 
then men value the jingling noiſe of Childrens Rattles. He hath ſet themat 
liberty from the Oppreſſion of anxious Cares, by dire&ing them to place 
their Treaſure in Celeſtial Hqpes, and as to other matters te imitate the 
thoughtleſs life of Birds and Flowers. Whilſt they entertain their Minds 
with noble Enquiries, they are rewarded for their hearty endeavours with 
the poſſeſſion of Divine Wiſdom; and when they do contewplatethoſe noble 
Vigcories which by Obedience to Holy Rules they have obtrain'd over their 

ſenſual Appetites, they pleaſe themſelves in the Peace which they have made 
with themſelves, and rejoyce in the Teſtimony of a good Conſcience which 
reſults from the conſideration of a well-govern'd Life; and to conclude 
this part of my Story, they beſtow as much of their time as they can borrow 
from the preparation of their Souls for an Immortal Happineſs, upon ſuch 
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worthy AGions as expreſs the power of their generous Principles,by which 
the common Intereſt of Mankind 1s ſery'd, and which deſervedly refle& up- 
on their Authors an honourable Reputation. And now by this which I have 
briefly reported you may perceive, ſaid Bextivolio, that this great Phyſici- 
an of Souls came not to palliate,but cure,the diſeaſes of Humane Nature;not 
to cover but heal, the Infirmities of the Degenerate World ; his DoGrines 
being the Models of ſuch an exalted Vertue, that they make thoſe who en- 
tertain them with a ſincere Obedience poſſeſſours of fuch Accompliſhments 
as are-ſcarce talk'd of in other Books. 

I muſt confeſs, replied Ewgenizs, you have ſet before us a fair Draught 
of very noble Inſtitutions : and though I cannot but perceive that they are 
accommodated to the univerſal Good of Mankind, agreeable to all Places, 
and at no Time unſeaſonable ; yet they do ſo far exceed the ſtri& Rigour of 
Vulgar Laws, and are ſo far rais'd above the pitch of Humane Cuſtoms, that 
I wonder they were ever entertain'd in the World. You will not wonder 
much, ſaid Bentivolio, if you will have the Patience to know with what po- 
rent Motives Apyaxanatton perſwaded their Reception, He made his own 
Life a juſt Example of his Rules, demonſtrated that he brought his Do- 
arine from Heaven by the Miracles which he perform'd, promis'd an Eter- 
nal Happineſs as the Reward of ſuch as would undertake to follow his Foot- 
ſteps ; and being barbarouſly murther'd by a vile Generation who were up- 
braided with his Vertues, he appear'd again in Life within three dayes, -and 
after a while before a great Multitude of SpeQatours aſcended into the Ce- 
leſtial Regions, to take poſſeſſion of Immortal Glory in his own and their 
names. But theſe things are ſo conſiderable (ſaid Benrivolro, making a 
kind of Interruption to himſelf ) that I muſt crave leave to diſcourſe them 

in more words. | 

The moſt prudent Anaxanatton knowing that the Example of Eminent 
Perſons had a mighty Influence upon all Beholders ; and that thoſe Precepts 
are ſeldom regarded which are diſparag'd by the contradiftory Practice of 
ſuch as give them, did therefore prudently make his own Converſation an 
exa&t Reſemblance of his unparallel'd Rules : Inſomuch that whilſt heliv'd, 
Goodneſs ſeem'd to have deſcended from her Heavenly Manſion, and be- 
came viſible to Mortal Eyes, and by the Luſtres of Divinity , which was 
now incarnate, they ſaw Piety re-inthron'd , Righreouſneſs reſtord, Cha 
rity glorified,and all the parts of a Holy Life vindicated from the Contempt 
which was put upon it by the Rudeneſs of that baſe Generation with whom 
he convers'd. And the truth is, Exgenins, he was ſo lively a Pourtraiture 
of the higheſt Vertue, that he out-ſhin'd the moſt TIluſtrious Heroes that 
are nam'd in Hiſtory ; and their Actions were {o far ſhort of his both in 
diſtin&ion of Quality, and the Number of ſuch as were Excellent, that 
they appear at the firſt view to have been only ſome little things done by men 
of petty Tempers, when they are put into Compariſon with the rare Pro- 
duds of his noble Spirit.He deſpis'd that poor Glory which many of thoſe 
ſo magnified Heroes made the only end of all their Actions, Apzaxanaitor 
being a true Loyer of God,and having a perfe& knowledge of his Infinite 
Wiſdom, depended intirely upon his pleaſure, and referr d his whole Un- 
dertaking to his Honour, never reliſhing that delight which low Souls take 
in their own Self-will,nor admitting thoſe vain Applauſes by which arrogant 
perſons nouriſh their Pride.He trampled upon Senſual Pleaſures : the dull 
allurements of Fleſhly Luſt were not able to take any hold of him, who came 
to expreſs an Angelical Life in a Humane Body, neither could the ſtrongeſt 
| Ten- 
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Tentationsmake the leaſt breach in his Deportment , which was ty be the 
* Standard of unſpotted Purity. He was ſo carefully Juſt;that he was never 


accus'd of doing the leaſt Wrong ; neither indeed would he ever engage him-: 


ſelf in thoſe Aﬀairs of worldly life which uſually adminiſter plauſtble ſuſpi- 
cions of Unrighteouſneſs,and of which they are coimnonly occaſions. Cove- 
tous Defires could find no Harbour in that Divine Breaſt, which knew the 
Contemptibleneſs of thoſeTrifles by which ordinary Mortals are firſt blind- 
ed and then takenCaptives,and for which they ſtupidly admire theirThral- 


dom. Ambition could find nothing to tempt him whom ſhe perceiv'd to - 


devote his whole Life to the Glory of the Eternal Father. You will eaſily 
imagine that he had no great Appreheaſion of thoſe things which vulgar O- 
Pinion hath render'd formidable : he contewn'd the deſpicableneſs of Po- 
verty ; he ſcem'd not to feel the pain of Faſting; hetook in good part the 
- abuſes of Ingrateful Relatives ; he did not much trouble himſeifro wipe off 
the ſlurs of falſe Accuſations which were fram'd to obſcure the Luſtre of his 
Sanity with Imputations of unjuſt Freedom, and to leſſen the Glory of his 
Miraculous Actions with the pretence of Magical Aſſiſtances. As he perpe- 
rually contemn'd thoſe worldly Intereſts which make men unwilling to 
think of Mortality,ſo with a moſt ſerene Patience he accoſted Death, though 
it met him attended with all unhandſome Circumſtances : for after a moſt 
opprobrious Trial he was condemn'd to be crucified between two Thieves; 
and yet, as if he had been unconcerr'd in his own Caſe, he neither att 

ted any Reſcue, which could eaſily have been made,from thoſe who guard- 
ed him, nor undertook the defence of his Cauſe where an Anſwer was as 
eaſie, his Accuſers being deſtitute of any Teitimony againſt him except 
their own Malice, and the Judge ſo ſatisfied concerning his Innocence, that 
he was forc'd to abſolve him before he condewn'd him, and declar'd that 
he pronounc'd the Sentence againſt him and his own Conſcience, both at 
once. But Anaxanattonas before he eſteem'd it a ſmall matter to be harm- 
. Jeſs unleſs he was alſo beneficial, -when he could do no more ſervice to the 
World by his Life, he willingly laid it down to become, as T told you be- 
fore, a Propitiatory Sacrifice not only for his Friends, but his Enemies, 
not excepting his Murtherers ; and, mingling his Prayers with his Bloud . 
beſought his Father that his Death might bea means of Eterhal Life to thoſe 
"who kill'd him, 

Whilſt Bentivolio ſpoke theſe words, ſaid Nicomachus, I obſerv'd the 
Tears run down the cheeks of Eugenins; who, after he had ſetled his Paſſion, 
proceeded thus, turning to Bextivoiro. I muſt confeſs that I never heard 
of any other in whom Innocence, Charity, and Prudence were ſo united , 
whom Fortitude and all the proper Qualities of a Generous Spirit did ſo in- 
noble; and I cannot but think that thoſe who convers'd with him entertain'd 
the higheſt thoughts of his Divine Perſon, and gave all Reverence to his 
Heavenly DoGrine : but I muſt entreat you to let us know what other Aſ- 
ſurance he gave that he was ſent from God, I was going to'ſhew you, 
replied Bentivolio, that his Example was not more Venerable then the 
Proofs by which he afferted his Authority were unqueſtionable. As ſoon as 
he began to diſcover himſelf to the World, he was publickly honour'd with 
the Deſcent of the Holy Spirit, of which T told: you before, and as he, 
being accompanied with ſome of his Friends, went up one day to a Moun- 
tain well known in Fo ky which I remember is call'd Tabor, he was 
transfigured intoa Celeſtial Form ; his Body was ſo incircl'd with ſplendid 
Rayes, thar his Veſtment ſhin'd, and Moſes and Etizs, one the preat 
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Miniſter of the Law, theother the moſt'famous of the Prophets,came down 
from their Echereal Habitations to do Homage to him ; and, as they 'wene 
away, leaving the World to the Condud of that, better Goſpel, which he 
was to promulgate, a voice from Heaven now the ſecond tune confirm'd 
his Commiſſion, and requir'd Mankind to obey him as their only Maſter. 
Thus nobly was Anaxanatox recommended to the World when he made his 
firſt Entries upon a publick life; and as he proſecuted the Execution of his 
holy Office, he was alwaies accompanied with a Divine Preſence, which 
put a Majeſty into his Diſcourſes far above any thing which his Hearers 
could obſerve in their own authentick DoGors ; all his Speeches juſtified 
themſelves and the Speaker. Their Rabbies, notwithſtanding the deadly ha- 
cred which they had for his Perſon, could not but admire the extraordi- 
nary Wiſdom which ſhin'd from his Soul whilſt he ſpoke; and which they 
could no more imitate then a Novice 1n Letters can equal the Eloquence of 
Cicero. 
The Devil, that grand Patron of Envy, had ſoon taken no: ice of this Ex+ 
cellent Perſon, and was unſpeakably vex'd to ſee Humane Nature rais'd to 
ſucha ſtrange height ; and he was much afraid that he ſhould no longer be 
able to keepunder thoſe whom he had till now too ſucceſsfully endeavour'd, 
to depreſs: however, reſolving to try his fortune, he preſently cha!- 
leng'd Azaxanadton to a ſingle Combat in a loneſome Wilderneſs, where 
he hoped to diſcourage him with the horrours of Solitude, to affright 
him with the neighbourhood of Wild Beaſts, and to weaken him with the 
defe& of thoſe ordinary Supplies by which our bodily life is ſupported, 
and attewpted with all his Arts to bring him down from that ſacred Rock 
in which he ſaw his ſtrength was plac'd, viz. His Hope in God. But when he 
found himabove the Tentation of Senſual Reliſhes, not capable of being 
entangl'd with promiſes of Riches, nor ſubject ro the feebleneſs of an over- 
weening Phancie, he flung down his Arms and fled, ro his ſhame perceiv- 
ing that he had been more bold then wiſe,and was infinitely perplex'd ſince 
by a moſt undeſirable Experiment he was afſur'd that he was to expet now 
another-gueſs Antagoniſt than the firſt Adam ; and encreas'd his Torments 
with the fears which heentertain'd, and by which he too truly preſag'd the 
loſs of his Uſurp'd Dominion. For this Vidory was but a prelude to 
Anaxanatton's future Succeſſes , who had frequent occaſions to renew his 
Quarrel with this fort of Adverſaries by reaſon of the conſtant Reſidence of 
? Aſmodens and his Complices in the Country where Anaxanatton was born, 
which they had in a great meaſure ſubdued to their Obedience ;,and where 
they gave diligent Attendance leſt they ſhould be diſpoſſeſs'd by this po- 
tent Prince. Some of thoſe cruel praQices by which they exprels'd their 
malicious Power gave a fair opportunity to Anaxaratfon to make himſelf 
known ; For that great + Abaddor, and thoſe deſperate Legions his Fellow- 
devils, having receiv'd a permiſſion to infli& ſome ſort of Puniſhments upon 
apoſtate Humanity, took a baſe pleaſure in affliting the Bodies of Men and 
Women with painful Diſeaſes, in diſturbing their Underſtandings by indi- 
ſpoſing their Brains, and rendring them ridiculous and troubleſome to their 
Neighbours by extravagant Deportments. ' 

This merciful Prince well knowing the 11nreaſonable Malice of theſe 
damn'd Spirits, (for they tormented thoſe whom they had wade to ſin)and 
being fairly-invited to ſhew the Authority which was given to him for quite 
contrary uſes, as the rightful Lord of the World he commanded theſe im-- 
pudent Vaſſals to be gone, to leaye off this Deviliſh Trade , and ceaſe # 


feſt 


Book VI. Bentivolio and Urania. 


feſting thoſe places which the Saviour of Mankind had choſen for his abode. 
The muttering Fiends obey'd, and trembling at theſight of rheir Judge, ens 
treated him, that beſides this diſmiſſion he would not add to their preſent 
or accelerate their future Torments. 

Anaxanaiton, to ſhew that he came not into the World only as the Devil's 
Enemy, but the general Friend of Mankind, expreſs'd his affe&ionate Af- 
ſiſtance in reference to all their Neceſlities,and verified his Sacred Office by 
a conſtant performance of beneficial Miracles ; ſometimes feeding many 
thouſands of hungry people who travell'd far to ſeek the Cure of their Di- 
ſeaſes, whom whilſt he heal'd and nouriſh'd, he did at once in two Inſtances 
ſhew both his God-like Pity and Divine Power. His Patients (ſhall I call 
them, or his Gueſts ?) could not but ſay, If this benot He, it is in vain 
to expe any other Saviour ; for, when he comes,will he be able to do more 
then multiply our Bread with his Word, and to diminiſh our Pains without 
any other Medicine ? But, as if the curing of the Sick were not a ſufficient 
demonſtration of his Divinity, he rais'd the dead alſo, and indeed gave ſo 
many ſatisfa&ions to Men, that they had no more ſorts of Proofs to demand. 
Which way ſhall Onmipotent Wiſdom give Teſtimony to the Truth which 
his Meſſengers deliver, if Miracles be no Aſſurance ? And what Wonders 
would content us, if we think it is but a ſinall matter to create Food to 
reſtore Health, to return Life, only with ſpeaking of a Word? and 
though the laſt inſtance of his Divine Power was liable to be queſtion'd by 
thoſe who, being carelefly Incredulous or wilfully Malicious,might pretend 
co think that no ſtrange thing was perform'd, ſince they were not afſur'd that 
thoſe Perſons were dead whom he was reported to have made to live the ſe- 
cond time, he juſtified this and all his former Miracles, as leffer things, by 
one ſo great that it is beyondall Reaſonable exception. For when his in- 
veterate Enemies had nail'd him toa Croſs, (which they were permitted 
to accompliſh, not for the Satisfa&ion of their own Cruelty, but for the 
Reaſon which I fore-mention'd, and for which Villany they were ſevere- 
ly puniſh'd ) his Death was accompanied with wonderful Accidents; for 
the Veil of the Jewiſh Temp'e , which guarded the moſt Holy place from 
common Eyes, was rent from the Top to the Bottom,and ſhew'd both that 
the hidden meaning of the Moſaick Diſcipline was now reveal'd, and that 
a free Acceſs into God's Preſence was allow'd to Mankind by the Death of 
this great Mediator, who by this Oblation enter'd into the true Heavens as . 

a fore-runner for all good Men. The Earth quak'd, the Rocks were broke 
| in pieces, the Tombs open'd, the Dead came forth of their Graves ; ſip- 
nifying plainly that the Lord of Life was Crucified , by whoſe bloud the 
Dead ſhould be reſtor'd to Life. The Sin put on a Robe of Darkneſs by 
an Eclipſe naturally impoſſible, and the whole Heavens in juſt ſympathy 
veſted themſelves with Sables ; whilſt obſerving Aſtronomers, who knew 
that this Defe& of Light was not caus'd by the ordinary Interpofition of 
the Moon, concluded that the moſt noble Luminaxy ſuffer'd in Myſtical 
Sympathy with ſome great AfﬀMiction which either Nature or its Author at 
that time endur'd. And after they had thus taken away the Life which 
they unjuſtly hated, and made ſure, as they thought of his dead Body by 
putting their chief Goyernours Seal upon his Tomb-ſtone, and ſet a guard 
of Souldiers to watch his Corps, he roſe out of his Coffin, as he pro- 
mis'd, the third day, roll'd away the Stone which was the Door of his Pri- 
ſon , and went forth without asking leave of Pilate's Goalers, and left his 
Miniſters the good Angels to fright his Keepers from their vain employ- 
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ment, and to aſſure his Vicory over Death to his 0{4 Friends, who he 
knew would not fail to perform what further Obſequies belong'd to his Fu- 
neral ; to fomeof which he himſelf preſently appear'd alive, both to re- 
quite the Conſtancy of their Love, and to ſtrengthen the Weakneſs of 
their Faith. But judging thoſe few not Witneffes enough of ſo Important 
an Action, nor one Viſit a ſufficieat Proof of ſo great an Accident, he 
ſhew'd himſelf rohis Apoſtles many times, and once made himſelf vifible 
to five hundred Specatours, who had not only leave ro touch himand to talk 
with him, but he continued his Converſe as long as his being upon Earth 
was needful to confirm the Belief of his Diſciples. Then having other Af- 
fairs to negotiate for them in Heaven, he aſcended in their light, to receive 
that Glory which was the dne Reward of his humble Obedience, and to 
reach his Follawers to aſpire after his Preſence tn thoſe Celeſtial Regions , 
where he afſur'd them that a place ſhould be provided for all that were 0- 
bedient to his Counfel. 

I muſt confeſs now, faid Emgemms,you have given ſuch a ſatisfafiory Ac- 
compt of this Generous Prince, that inſtead of the Doubts which I enter- 
tain'd at the beginning of your Diſcourſe, I am ſurpriz'd with an Admira- 
tion of the whole Story, and I think it not more Extraordinary in any part, 
then Rational in the Contexture of the whole; and rhe affurance which is 
produc'd in my Mind concerning the Truth of this Relation,makes me ſup» 
paſe that ſome ſtrange things happen'd upon Earth after Avaxanatton's Af- 
cent into Heaven ; and bur that I havebeenmore then ſufticiently trouble- 
fomealready,l ſhould willingly underftand by your means what fuccefs his 
Goſpel had in the World. If you had. not made this demand, replied Bent:- 
wvolio, I ſhould have perform'd what you defire, this being apart of my 
Story, in which the Accidents are fo confiderable, that they are very well 
worth your Knowledge, and bear fuchan important Relation to the Whole, 
that they area clear Demonftration of its Truth. Azaxanatton having at his 
departure commanded his Servants to ſtay at Hiersſalem, (then one of the 
moſt Noble Cities in the World)and there to await his further Orders con- 
cerning their future Actions, after a fow dayes, when they were all Aſ- 
fembled in one large Roem, accompanied with many worthy Perſons 
who were true- Lovers of this good Prince, AnaxenatFon, according to 
the Promiſe which he made at his Tranſlation, ſent a Divine Spirit , who 
deſcending with a noiſe much like the bluſtering of a violent Wind , ap- 
pear'd in a cloven Form of Fiery Tongues, and reiting upon them, pre- 
ſently expounded the Myſtery of this Emblematical Appearance by inſpi- 
ring them with Ability to fpeak divers Languages, and ſo gave them power 
to teachall Nations in their own Tongues that Holy Gofpel which concern'd 
all the World ta.know,being the Mechod of their Eternal Happinefs. They 
being thus appointed, begun preſently to execute the Office to which they 
were deputed by their Mafter, and having diſpers'd themſelves into many 
Kingdoms, they related the Story of AnexanatFon, publiſh'd the Goſpel 
which he had made a Catholick Law, and gave them the true meaning of e- 
very Precept in plain Interpretations, making known the Promiſes whoſe 
Fruth he ſea'd with his Bloud ; and, befides the venerable San&ity of their 
Lives, verified their Authority , as their Maſter had done before them, 
with Divine Works: They vanquifh'd Devils, filenc'd Oracles , reproch'd 
Idols, reprov'd Vice, and commanded Men in AvaxanaFor's name to a- 
mend their Lives, and threatn'd the Diſobedient with Eternal Mifery if 


they continu'd in their Impenitence. The Converted World receiv'd their 
| Meſſage 
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Meſſage with a ſincere cheerftulneſs ; and in a ſhort time a great part of Aſia, 
Europe, and Africk, ſubmitted themſelves to the Diſcipline of Anaxanatton, 
call'd themſelves by his name, chang'd their Religion, abandon'd their Gods, 
and defpis'd all other Intereſts but His Goſpel, and laid down their Lives 
as Witneſſes of their true Faith. 

The greatneſs of this ſudden Vidory is more admirable, if you conſider 
that the truth of this Divine Revelation did not only gain Credit with the 
Common ſort of Peop'e, but maſter'd the Reaſon of moſt learn'd Phi- 
loſophers, overcame the Policy of Graveſt Senators,conquer'd the Spirit of 
the moſt valiant Commenders , out-witred the Cunning of ſubtle Conju- 
rers, and making Profſelytes to it ſelf inall Climates, convinc'd the Pa- 
gan Emperour who then rul'd the World by ſuch loud and magnificent Re- 
ports , that he would have inroll'd Anaxanaon among his Country Gods ; 
which though 1t was hindred by Anaxanatfon,who would not be rank*d with 
ſuch contemptible Rivals,and oppos'd by his Miniſters of State for politick 
Reaſons, yet within a ſinall compaſs of Years that Empire which gave laws 
to all the World ſubmitted it ſelf to his Government , and the greateſt 


Kings eſteem'd it their chief Glory to be Subjedts of * Anaxanatton: and * The King of 
they teſtified the truth of their Eſtimations by building Magnificent Tem- *** 


ples for the more convenientReception of his Worſhippers,beſtowing upon 
his Miniſters great Revenues, offering up their dayly Prayers to God in his 
great Name, celebrating his Love to the World with grateful Hymns, con- 
ſecrating much time to the Remembrance of the more obſervable Parts of 
his Life, and making ſuch honourable, Conmemorations of his Death and 
Reſurrection as were ſutable to the Myſtical Import of thoſe noble Acci- 
dents ; thinking , and that truly ,' that it was bart a juſt Graticude to doall 
they could to make the Name of AnaxanatFor the greateſt thing that ever 
was talk'd of in the World. Though I muſt tell you, continued Bentive- 
lio, that this was not a more proper expreſiion of. deſerv'd Love in Men then 
a neceſiary piece of Divine Providence : for though Anaxanator was veil'd 
a while with the contemptibleneſs of a Low Eſtate; yet it was not fitthat 
the Obedience of his Humility ſhould be unrewarded, nor the grearneſs of 
his Glory long obſcur'd; For he was that Prince who not long after the 
Creation,and immediately upon the Apoſtaſy was promis'd as the Redeemer 
of mankind, was the Hope of the Patriarchs, the Theme of the Prophets , 
the Fulneſs of the Law , the Subſtance of all Shadows, the Summe of the 
Goſpel , the true Teacher of Wiſdom , the Planter of Holy Diſcipline , the 
Glory of the Jews , the Morning-Star of the Gentiles, the Joy of Good An- 
gels, the Terrour of Devils, the Lord of both Words, the Heir of a'l things, 
the Head of the Church ; and , toend my Story , that Divine Perſon in 
whom the Faith, Love, Hope and Thoughts of all wife and good men did 
reſt ſatisfied ; and for whoſe moſt glorious Appearance, which he promis'd 
at his departure, all good Spirits in Heaven and Earth do continually pray. 
After Bentivolis had diſcours'd ſo far, he took a ſinall Book out of his 
Pocket written in Greek by four of Azaxanatton's Friends , and pave it tO 
Eugenius, both as a Verification of his own Report; and that by the peru- 
fal of it Eugenie might more fully inform himſelf in the Incowparable Hi- 
ſtory of ſo rare a Perſon. 

Benttvolio holding his peace , Engenites and all the Company gave him 


thanks 3 only * Antigraphus, who came in a litt'e after Fe had begun to + ,, 41. 
diſcourſe, did not ſo heartily as thereſt , having poſſeſt his Mind with Pre- ſeripturis. 


judice againſt many parts of the Relation, which he had formerly heard, 
V and 
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2nd alwayes oppos d. As they walk'd in the Gallery , for they had left 
their Seats , Eugenixs perceiving ſome diſturbance in Antigraphus his Coun- 
tenance , having civ1lly expreſs'd his conjeaures, ask'd him the Reaſon of © 


a One who con- his Diſſatisfacion. — Nicomachs pronounc'd theſe words » dA 


1 Fight. : 
preg Gentleman came into the Walk , and having ſaluted the Company in the name 


of God. of » Theoſebirs , he deliver'd a Letter from Bentivolio to Hrania , and ano- 
© Al oertmons ther to c Panaretws, wherein he entreated him and Nicomachus to make haſte 
e . 


© One wo tO « Phroeſium ; and another to « Sympathw from the Prince of Theoprepia, 
compaſſionates ;1 which he commanded him to invite f Theonoe and 8 Irexe to come to his 


| 290 'y 9 Court, and deſired them to condudt the Lady Mrania thither alſo with all 
Mind. Reſped due toa Perſon of her Quality. This news was welcome to them 
g /eace, all : to the Gentlemen , becauſe they were going to a place where they were 


| ſuretoenjoy the belt Company in the World; and to the Ladies, becauſe 
contrary to their Fears they ſhould not be left behind; eſ peEcial:y to Urapta, 

 whodid very paſſionately defire to ſee Bextivolio. Whilſt they were ex- 
preſſing their mutual Reſentments of their common Felicity , one of Theo- 
»0e's Servants call'd them in to Dinner. When the Cloath was taken away, 
{rania began to call to mind that Nicemachus had not quite diſcharg'd his 
Task, being interrupted by reading the Letters which they receiv'd from 
Theoſebins , and therefore defired leave of the Company that he might re- 
ſume it. They conſented, and Nicomachus was voted to his Chair again 
'by an unanunous voice of the whole Company , and , Theonoe having given 
order that none ſhould interrupt them, NVicomachw proceeded after this 
manner. 

Though T have ſufficiently declar'd the Imperfe&ion of my Wit in offer- 
ing at the Recital of ſuch a noble Story, yet ſince I ſin only becauſe I would 
be obedient , I will briefly give you the laſt part of that Diſcourſe ; eſpe- 
cially becauſe I eſteem that which was then ſaid to be very pertinent tothe 

h The King of V INGICAtion of b Anaxanaton's Honour from the fooliſh Cavils of ſome 
Kings. Pretenders to Wit, who take it for a great piece of Ability to find faults 
where there are none, and think they deſerve Applauſe, when they merit 
only Scorn, for ſancily deriding thoſe things which they ought humbly ta 
; Aw Auti- adore. | Antigraphus, as I was going to have told you, being deſired by 
ſcripturis, Engeniums to expreſs his Mind , addreſſing himſelf ro Bextivelio, began thus : 
EN? It'srrue, I am not ſatisfied with your Diſcourſe : Though you have adorn'd 
bt _— the Hiſtory of Anaxanadon with plaufible Colours , yet I cannot but think 
viewr: Geſpod! that many of them way eaſily be rubb'd off, I will not trouble you with a 
enſwers. | Lundual Enumeration of all my Doubts , only I ſhall crave your pardon to 
touch upon ſome things which-moſt offend me. What you have ſaid con- 
cerning Anaxanatton's Birth , his Miraculous Actions , his ReſurreGion and 
' Aſcenſion, is utterly deſtitute of any known Paralle] ; and me-thinks it re- 
quires a vaſt meaſure of Credulity to make men belteve a Report ſo ſtrange! 
incredible. For wy own part , I deſire to be told how I may aſſure my rf 
that thoſe parts of your Story are true. That Notion which you put upon 
the Death of Anaxaradon , whoſe bloud was ſhed , as you ſay, as an Ex- 
piationfor the Sins of the World, and that he offered himſelf upon the Croſs 
25a Propitiatory Sacrifice , ſeems to be clogg'd with ſo much unreaſonable- 
neſs, that I cannot but disbelieve it. I look upon his Crucifixionas a means 
both wholly unneceſſary and altoget her uſeleſs, and ſo very unfitly applied 
to any ſuch purpoſes. . You wake uſe indeed of various Expreſſions to 
magnifie the advantage of his Death, and ſay the ſame thing in diflerent 
words ; yet in my mind it fits none of them, Sometimes you fanſy his 
outferings 
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Sufferings as a placatory Oblation, and ſo wake his Croſs an Inſtrument of 
Atonement between an angry God and trembling Offenders. But with 
what probability can this be affirmd ? For can he truly be faid to be 
Reconcil'd, who not only was never angry, but whoſe Divine Nature is 
utterly incapable of ſuch a low Paſſion ? Sometimes you explain the ſame 
point by the Notion of Redemption , and would have us look upon the Life 
of Anaxanttton as a price paid down for the re-infranchiſing of inſlav'd 
Men. I confeſs I wonder at this as much as the other; for to whom _ - 
ſhould this Price be paid ? To God ? How can that be, ſince you ſay that— 
he gave this Anaxanatton his dearSon, as a Ranſom for Men, and ſo make 
him the Purchaſer? Which cannot be admitted neither ;: for to what 
purpoſe ſhou'd he give him, unleſs it were to Euy what was his own ? 
Men could neither give nor ſell themſelves trom God ; if they did,the Deed 
was Invalid , becaufe he can never Jooſt his Right by any fooliſh Ade of his 
Creatures. They could not be taken from him by force, becauſe he is 
Onnipotent. If he receiv'd a Pricefor them, it ſeems he did not Redeem, 
but Sell them. The Price you ſpeak of could not be paid to the Devil ; 
for God only , whoſe Law was violated, had Right to take Puniſhment of 
his offending Subjects ; and if the Devil had any hand in the Torment Ih | x 
was but of an Executioner deputed by God. Beſides all this, Anaxanattor 
could not be truly ſaid to have bought Men, for he himſelf, as I have heard 
affirm'd that God gave him freely that part of Mankind in which he claims 
a peculiar Intereſt. ONES | 
The Senſe which you would expreſs by uſing the word Satisfaition is lia- 
ble toas preat Difficulties. If God would not forgive ſinners till he had 
receiv'd SatisfaQtion , he leſſen'd his Goodneſs, which you ſay is infinite. 
Or if he wonld needs have Satisfadion, yet why ſhould the moſt Innocent 
Anaxanatton be expos'd toſeornful Tortures in the ſtead of ſuch as were no- 
roriouſly guilty ? Although that Generous Prince was ſo good natur'd as to 
offer it, yet it was contrary to God's Juſtice to receive ſuch a Cruel Com- 
penſation ; and it ſeems to have been too exceſſive an Anger conceiv*d a- 
oain(t the Sins of the World , whichcould not be appeas'd without a Sacri- 
{ice of Humane Bioud , the Uſe whereof you did but now condemn in the 
Heathen Religion. What SatisfaQtion was due I donot know, but it ſeems 
t9 follow from your own Principles, that Azaxanaton could not pay it,for - 
you acknowledg him to bea God : and if you think to take off this Incon- 
venience by laying it upon his Humane Nature, I muſt cell you that it could 
not make Satisfaction for the Defecs of others, becauſe all that it conld do 
was but ifs own juſt Duty. | | 
ani$nfrm'd inthis Opinion of Azaxanador'sDeath, proceeded * Mnti- * 4 4nti- 
graphas, becauſe 1 perceive but very ſmall Effe&s which- it hath produc'd ſriptrift. 
towards the Melioration of the World ſince he left it. If he had deliver'd 
the World from Ignorance by his Goſpel, and redeenrd it , as you ſay he 
did, from Sin by his Death ; how comes it to paſs that many Nationsare 
not acquainted with his Laws , and that moſt of thoſe Countries which 
have receiv'd that knowledg are as Wicked as thoſe which have not ? 
Some of them coniplain of Azaxaxador's Diſcipline as a heavy Yoke , and 
pre'enad that their Diſubedience is neceſſitated, becauſe his Commands are 
ſ, {tric that they cannot Ee obſerv'd. Whether this be true or no, know not; 
bur that they are nor obey'd is but too evident by contrary practiſes. We 
ſee alſo that the World is vex'd with thoſe AﬀMiGions which you call 
the Puniſhments of Sin ; as Painful Diſeaſes, Pevouring Plagues, Bloudy 
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Wars , Intolerable Famine , Implacable Death , and Diffentions Irrecon- 
cilable entertain'd by thoſe who, though they glory in the Pretenſe of bein 
Anaxanatton's Diſciples , yet having torn oft his known Badge, Mutual 
Love , and deſpis'd his gentle Spirit, all the world perceives that they 
have nothing but his bare Name ; and that they have ſo confounded his Do- 
&rine by quarrelſome Controverſies , that they themſelves can ſcarce tell 
what it 15. I doubt concerning the Truth of that Relation which you made 
of the Succeſs which he had for a while ; and if I ſhould grant it to be true, 
yet I muſt te]] you that 1t did ſcarce equal what hath accompanied the De- 
fins of thoſe whom you call Impoſtors , ſome of which have gotten Vidory 
over a great part of AnaxanatFon's Dominions, as Is knownby the Story of 
Mahomet. 

Bentivolio perceiving that * Antigraphus had made an end, replied in 
theſe words : Though there are many things in Chriſtian Religion (for that 
is but another Name of A#axanaiton's Diſcipline) ſo Myſtical that their full 
Senſe is above the reach of our Apprehenſion ; yet nothing can juſtly be e- 
ſteem'd unreaſonable becauſe we are not able to fathom it, ſince we know 
that Inferiour Beings cannot adequately comprehend Superiour. Thoveh ic 
is very common with fooliſh wen to quarrel with thoſe Methods by which 
God profecurtes the Deſign of their Happineſs, and to cavil at thoſe Noti- 
ons wherein the moſt important Truths are contain'd ; yet I think thoſe 
which you have impugn'd ſo agreeable to right Reaſon, and that no Inſtru- 
ment could have been more prudently contriv'd to promote the Salvation of 
Mankind then the Death of AnaxanaGor ; and that it was not unſuoceſsful- 
ly applyed to ſerve this moſt noble Deſign , and that the Effefs which were 
produc'dby it were never equall'd by any other Invention, is the firſt thing 
that I will endeavour to ſhew you, and add to what I have ſaid already con- 
cerning this Matter anſwers to all your ObjeGions, and afterward I will 
ſatisfie you as to the Truth of the whole Story of Anaxanaton. 

When Man came firſt into Peing, he was God's Creature, and ſo ob- 
lig'd by the ſtrongeſt ties to acknowledg him for his Soveraign RefAor, He 
who made all things having an indubitable Right to give them Laws. The 
univerſal Creator according te his Divine Prudence inſcrib'd natural Rules 
vpon Mens Hearts, ſo making them in part Laws to themſelves, and ſuper- 
added ſome Pofitive Commands as further ſignifications of his Will. He 
knowing that he had to do with conſiderative Natures, not only engag'd 
them to obſerve his Laws by the goed condition into which he put them ; 
but aglded another ſtrong preſervative againſt Diſobedience , by annexing 
to his Commands Puniſhments conditionally threatn'd : Which was a rare 
Expreſſion of the Divine Goodneſs, for God did fo take care that the falſe 
Hopes of Impunity might not bring into the World firſt Sin and then Ruine. 
But raſh Men, lighting their Duty notwithſtanding theſe Obligations to the 
contrary , rendring themſelves obnox1ous to the Puniſhment of an Ingrateful 
Rebellion ; and it was then juſt withGod , who is th& Lord of Puniſhment, 
to infli& the Mul&s which were due upon the contempt of his Precepts. Bur 
he conſidering that it wasa thing worthy of the benign Creator rather to re- 
pair his work by an After-proviſjon of his Wiſdom, then to deſert 1t to that 
Ruine which was the effec of its own Folly, determin'd to reſtore the dege- 
nerate World , and upon Terms which were fit for him to propound to ad- 
mir Offenders to the benefit of Reconcil'd Favour. The Sins of the World 
being an unſpeakable Affront to his juſt Authority , and an open Scorn put 
upon his moſt excellent Laws , he ſaw it was reaſonable that Men ought not 

ta 
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to be pardon'd but ina way by which the Divine Honour might be repair'd, 


his Government acknowledg d, the Righteouſneſs of his Injundtions vindi- 
cated, Obedience reſtor'd to irs due Eitiwation , Rebellion condemn'd and 
put to the higheſt diſgrace, and Offenders by the aſſurance of Forgiveneſs 

waded to return to their Duty , and ſo that baſe thing , Sin, be rooted 
gut of the World. 


Now , * Aztigraphws , if you will give me leave to uſea few words more, * 4#"4#tiſcrip- 
continued Beativolio, I will demonſtrate to you that theſe noble Deſigns 


could not have been accompliſh'd any way ſo well as by the Obedient Life 
and Holy Death of 4naxanaFon. You mult know that he came into the 
World at ſuch a time when Wickedneſs had advanc'd ic ſelf ro a height 
ſcarce parallel'd in any Age : and when that Nation which did moſt of all 
others pretend , and had the greateſt reaſons to be Examples of Vertue, 
bad not only diſhonour'd it by vicious Practices, but had ſlurr'd their Rules 


with ſuch falſe Expoſitions , that they had repreſented the Obſervation of 


their genuine Senſe as unneceflary ; Anaxanatton appear 'd upou this Stage 
as the Championof Obedience , and by an unſpotted Converſation made a 
publick Defiance to the prevalence of Vice, ſubdued the Power of bad Ex- 
ample, and reveal'd a dear Regard of the Divine Will when all the World 
flighted it , overcame the Temptations of Sin, and condemn'd thoſe Cuſtoms 
which by acontinual repetition of wicked Attions do propagate hurtful Ex- 
amples ; and having given all ſorts of __ knowledg of their Duties 
by his Excellent Diſcourſes, and ſhewn theway to the moſt noble degree 
of Vertue, of which (as I told you before ) his awa Life was the Beautiful 
Image , he reprov'd the diſobedient World with ſuch Authority , that he 
amaz*d the molt Obſtinate, and perfeftly reclaim'd the Ingenuous, who 
wanting good Information ſinn'd only of Ignorance, but now reform'd 
themſelves willingly ſince they knew the danger af their Errours. 
Anaxaxaiton having proceeded ſo far, his Life was improv'd to the utmoſt 
Juſtificationof theſupreme Law-giver, and now he laid icdown, that by his 
Death he might make a further Reparation of the Divine Honour, anda 
fuller Exprefſionof his Charity to Humane Nature. His Death was a com- 
mon Penance of Mankind, in which Divine Juſtice made the Sins of the 
World to meet as inan Expiatory Suffering , which his Love made him 
chearfully endure, having voluntarily put himſelf into the place of Sinners; 
and he was not unwilling to bear ſuch ſhameful Torments as were ever look'd 
upon as the Puniſhments of Sin, and the viſible Efte&s of God's Diſplea- 
ſure. Thus his Crofle became a publick Vindication of the Divine Juſtice 
to which all the World was otnoxious, and it wasa great Augmentation 
of that Diſparagement which he had caſt upon Sin by his Holy Life : For 
none could receive the true knowledg, of this wonderful Aion, and re- 
main ſo ſtupid as to think ſtill that Diſobedience is a Trifle which was thus 
explated, or ſo unreaſonable as not to conclude, that the Wound was of 
| amoſt deadly concernment which could not be cured but by a Balſommade 
of ſuch precious Bloud. How can any man think that it is a cheap thing to 
ſin, when the deareſt Sonof God was buftetted, crawn'd with Thorns, and 
then nail'd to a Croſs for it £ The Saviqur of the World had reaſon to ex- 
ped that when ſome men ſaw , and others heard, that the hard Rocks clove 
and the dull Earth trembled at his Death,and that the dead came out of their 
Graves, that they would awake out of their deadly flumbers, and nor on- 
ly think of relenting a little, but melting themſelves into an ingenuous Sor- 
row for their former Enormities , now begin anew Life, according to his 
| Direcitcns 
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DiredGions who died for them , and þy his Death ſhew*d them not only the 
depth of his true AﬀeGivbn , but made it the greateſt endearment of Obe- 
dience ; letting them ſee that it was ſo neceſſary to their Happineſs , that it 
isneither poſſible nor fit that they ſhould be ſav'd without it. 

Thus was Sin condemn'd by Azaxaxator's Death ; and when he had diC- 
charg'd this Office , Men could not doubt of being pardon'd through his 
Mediation , for he told them that his Death. was a Propitiatory Sacrifice 
offer'd in the name of Sinners, and that his Bloud was ſhed as a Federal 
Rite by which (according to the known Cuſtom of the Eaſtern World, who 
by Bloud did uſually ratifie their Leagues of Friendſhip) he confirm'd the 
Promiſe of Pardon which he had formerly made inthe name of his Father, 
and ſeal'd his Goſpel , which was a Covenant of Love, and contain'd the 
Grant of our Peace, inſtead of the bloud of Feaſts with hisown. 

But that I may end this part of wy Diſcourſe, let me tell you alſo that the 
Death of Anaxanaton did both naturally augment the pitifulneſs of our Ge- 
neral High-Prieſt , who by the Experience of Afﬀflitions learn'd to compaſ- 
ſionate his ſuffering Friends ; Anaxanatton alſo made it a rare Exatyple of 
that Patience which he knew his Followers would need , to ſupport them 
againſt thoſe Aﬀronts which he foreſaw would be put upon them by ſuch as, 
having no love for Vertue themſelves, would hate it in others , and being 
more in number would be always able to do them miſchief, and being inſti- 
gared ro perſecute them with more rage by their own Vices, which were 
perpetually condemn'd by their excellent Lives. Thus alſo Anaxanatton 
gave his Friends a fair encouragement to ſuffer chearfully , ſeeing their rrue 
Lover to have led them the way, and being aſſured that neither Shame , 
Pain or Death could obſtru& their Happineſs, all of thay being hallow'd by 


' the Patience, and overcome by the Faith of their Vicorious Prince. 


As by this which T have ſaid concerning the rare Uſe which was made of 
Anaxanatton's Death , you may eaſily perceive that it was ſo far from being 
Impertihent, that it demonſtrates not only the greateſt Love , but an equal 
Wiſdom in the Deſignation of it to the fore-mention'd Purpoſes ; ſo you 
will ſee that the great Import of his Death is nor improperly expreſ>'din 
thoſe Notions which you diſlike , if you will have the Patience to under- 
ſtand the true meaning of thoſe common Words, Reconciliation, Redemption 
and SatisfatFon, when they are applied to this Afﬀair. 

Reconciliation muſt be explain'd according to the Notion of Diſpleaſure 
of which God is capable. He is then ſaid to be Angry when he puniſheth ; 
and as it is natural for men to be afraid when they have tranſpreſs'd the Law 
of their Supreme King , ſo it 1s juſt with nim tobe angry at their Offences, 
that is, to puniſh the Offenders : and he way very well be ſaid to be Recon- 
cil'd, when he doth not lay their Sins to their charge ; and to receive them 
into that Favour which they forfeited , when he doth not infliat the Puniſh- 
ment which was deſerv*d. Thus the Notion of Reconciliation is very pro- 
per,and.not at all the leſſe intelligible,though God is not a paſſionate Being; 
and the Eftec of our Saviours Mediation is equally valuable. For whilſt 
the Sinner is liable to an unſpeakable Torment , his condition is as miſerable 
as if he who is provok'd to infli& it were ſubje& to wrathful Aﬀections, 
ſince he knows.how to do it with a ſerene Juſtice ; and the Courteſie of 
the Intercefſor 1s infinitely obliging , notwithſtauding the indiſturb'd tem- 
per of the Diyine Nature , becauſe he ſaves the Offender from a dreadful 
Puniſhment : and fince the unpaſſionate King would have inflicted it without 
the fore-mention'd Interpoſition, he which is pardon'd need not ſcruple 

| | to 
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to ſay that his God is reconcil'd to him by the Death of Anaxanatton. 

You will alſo be ſatisfied as to the Notion of Redemption, if you conſider 
what is meant Þy that word when it is us'd in this matter: For it ſignifies 
that 4naxanatton by his Death reſtor'd Mankind to Liberty , that benefit 
which poor Slaves receive when they are deliver'd from a miſerable captivi- 
ty by the payment of a ſumme of Money. We were enſlav'd to the Devil, 
who had tempted us from our Allegiance to God , and perſ wading us to 
follow his Counſe's and the Condudt of our own Lawleſs Appetites had 
put upon us by degrees the Schackles of Habitual Sin, and expos'd us tothe 
daiiger of Eternal Death. How unmercifully this Tyrant us'd his Captives 
by the Exerciſe of his uſurp'd Power, whilſt they Ianguiſh'd under the fear 
ot Revenge to be ta ken upon them by God from whom they revolted ,1 told 
you before. Now though no Price was paid to the Devil , for none was 
due ; yet ſince Men were freed from his intolerable yoke, and ſav'd from 
the Miſeries which they endur'd, and the further dangers which were juſtly 
conſequent to their Obedience to the Devil, (for they were willing Slaves, 
and though they were abus'd by him , yet they deſerv'd to be puniſh'd ſe- 
verely as voluntary Fugitives from a moſt Gracious toveraign, ) God may 
very well be ſaid to be their Redeemer , and Anaxanatton tO have paid a 
Price for them ; ſince it pleas'd the Father that his dear Son ſhould be their 
Deliverer,and ſince Anaxanatton was not unwilling to ſubmit to hard Terms 
for their Recovery. | 

The propriety of this Expreſſion and the fitneſs of this Means of our Li- 
berty will be yet further apparent, if you will. take notice that the Bonds 
which tied us in Slavery were our own Wills engag'd to a courſe of Diſo- 


bedience by the prevalence of fleſhly Tentarions ; and whilſt the Enemy of . 


our Souls gave us leave to enjoy the Pleaſures of Sin , he made us believe that 
he lov'd us more then God , though by indulJging to us our Luſts he did 
us no other Favour but to kill us with ſweet Poyſun, and mix'd Deluſion 
with our Ruine, over which alſo he and his malicious Aﬀociates devilliſh] 

inſulted. That we might ke rec|aim'd from ſuch pernicious Folly, the Eter- 
nal Father and his dear Son made an unparallel'd Demonſtration of amazing 
Love, to ſhame us out of our continuance in that diſhonourable Vaſſallage 
wherein we fooliſhly ſerv'd our own and our Creator's Enemy. For Anax- 
anatton came and perſwaded the unhappy Rebels to return to theirLoyalty, 
and died upon a Crof's before their faces to procure their Pardon ; after 
which they ſaw their Fetters fall off, repented of their rebellious Folly , 
return'd to their lawful Prince , and could not but look upon him that made 
them astheir Redeemer , ſince he had perſiwaded them into Liberty by ſuch 
a charming Argument : and they call'd. Anaxanatton's Bloud the Price of 
their Redemption , becauſe it was ſuch a potent means of their Recovery. 
Indeed Anaxazatton,not doubting but this would be the happy conſequent 
of his undertaking, told his Friends as he was going to the Croſs, that when 
he ſhould be lifted up there, and had thence made manifeſt his own and his 
Father's ardent affections to our Reſtauration, he ſhon!d draw Sinners up to 


him; that is , impreſs ſuch a deep Senſe of grateful Love upon their Souls, 


that they would now willingly obey one who had after ſuch an ob!iging man- 
ner attempted their Freedom. They needed now no other Argument to dif 
engape their Minds from the power of their falſe Apprehenſions, when they 
ſaw themſelves invited to the Service of their good God , and ro abandonthe 
Tyrant who kill'd thew, at the perſwaſions of one who to ſhew how truly 
he lov'd them, died for them. 
Feſidos 
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* An Antiſcri- Beſides all this, I could tell you, * Antigraphus , that emaFon 


ptaris. 


might properly enough be call'd'a Redeemer , that is, a Reſtorer of happy 
Liberty , for another great Reaſon ; which is, becauſe he did not only Gut- 
wit that cunning Serpent by his Prudence , but overcame that ſtrong Enemy 
by his Power”, and reſcu'd captive Humanity , and puniſh'd him for the 
wrong which he had done in ſeducing his Father's Subjects from their Obe- 
dience ; which was all the Price due to him for the Slaves whom he firſt 
took unjuſtly, and then us 'd villanouſly. This is a plain Anſwer to all thoſe 
little Cavils which you made againſt the Notion of Redemption ; and if it 
fatisfic not, you muſt be forc'd to ſtay till Metaphorical Expreſſions be 
cur'd of their old lameneſs, and ſo grow able to do that which they never 
did yet, that is, to run upon four Feet. 

The Method of your Demands requires now that I take out your other 
ſcruple concerning the Satrsfattion which God is ſaid to have receiv'd inthe 
Death of Azaxanatton. This Doubt is founded' upon a Defect of Knows- 
ledge. It was moſt fit that the Supreme Lord being wrong'd ſhould appoint 
his own Satisfaction; and ſince he made choice of the obedient Death of 
his dear Son , why ſhould he not accept it as a Propitiation for Sinners , and 
give leave to Anaxaratton to nail their Bond to his Croſs , he having pay'd 
what was demanded by the Univerſal Creditor ? Whereas you phanſie it is 
4 Diminution of the Divine Goodneſs not to pardon the Sins of the World 
without ſuch a- ſtrange kind of Compenſation ; I muſt tell you that it was 
not fit that ſo high a thing as God's Authority , which was denied, ſhould 
have no Reparation, nor that Men ſhould be tempred to Sin by perpetual 
Impunity 3 fo ſince the Eternal Father , willing to condeſcend to fit Terms 
of Reconciliation , was careful to find out what we could not have thought 
on, or, if we had, durſt not have propounded it , ſpar'd not his own 
£9n , but gave him to ſuffer ſo many Reproches and ſo much Torment 
for our ſakes, he teſtified more love, and endear'd himſelf more to us, 
then if he had contriv'd our Salvation, as you ſuppoſe he might, ſome 
other way. | 

Whereas you ObjeG& , that though Gud might expeR Catisfaction , yer it 
was unworthy of him to take it of AzaxanaFonafter ſuch a cruel faſhion ; I 
deſire you to conſider a little Eetter, and you will fee that it was no Injuſtice 
in the Supreme Lord to accept the Payment of the Pebr which Sinners ow'd 
when it was offer*'d by Anaxanadton. It is a common thing for us to give 
our Money to thoſe to whom we cur ſeives owe nothirg, to pay the Debts of 
others ; and ſometimes,though but ſeldum,an Innocent Perſon hath offer'd his 
Life to expiare anothers Default : and this Action of AmaxanatFor is more 
juſtifiable , ſince his matchleſs Charity is not only celebrated throughout all 
the World with Immortal Praiſes , but he alſo procur'd by his Death the 
greateſt benefits which were ever beſtow'd upon Mankind, and improv'd his 
Sufferings to his own unſpeakable Advantage , whilſt his moſt juſt Father, 
who couid not permit ſuch a charitable Obedience to want the greateſt Re- 
ward , crown his humble Patience with an univerſal Soveraignty , and 
made him , who for a while was the loweſt of Servants, the Lord of a}l 
things. By which you cannot bur perceive that there 1s no Reaſon to paral- 
lel the cruel Cuſtoms of the Pagan Superſtition, in which ſometimes Men, 
ſometimes Virgins, were ſlainagainſt their wills to no purpoſe, but to gratifie 
the Malice of Devils, with the Voluntary Oblation which AnaxanaBfon 
made of his own Life , which both proceeded from a moſt noble Principle, 


and was glorified with a happy Conclufien. 
Though 
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Though you pretend all: 0 that' Arawiihnuitor's Oblation! could not- benefit 
others, becaufe whatſoever he'did was juſt Dury raihfs: Father; I muſt 
rel! you that though after  AntximdiFon was both a Manzhe oww'd all poſſibl: 
Obedience to his Divine Father'in his own haine, yet his Performances may 
very rationally be ſuppos'd'capable of reflecting Advantdge upon others , 
ſincehe'was not nectffaril y Tncarnate, biir'vol lfitatily aſſum'd' dur Nature on 
purpoſe to do Honour to God? it -., It FH ONT? . 

This'is enough, tid Enprotmvt/turning: himſelf to Ban#14614,ro jultifiethe 
Reaſonableneſs of 4naxin2FFon's Death 10'all Thpemuous/Perfons; but 1 be- 
ſeech you, for * Antigraphus Wy Full Satisfaion, to ler us Tee by the Effes + , tn 
which-it produc'dthar all this was not labeifr In vain ; for notwithſtatiding /cripturif. 
your former Diſcourſe he fears not to ſay that the World receiv'd little Ge- 
nefit by it. remember very wellwhat he faid, yephed Bentivolis ; and fince 
your Patience is ndt yer ſpent, I' will ſhew yol the Fafſhood of this 'Ca- 
lunny, for ſo I miift call ir. There are but two things cohfiderable in'Sin, 
the Unteaſomableneſts of enormous Attions, and the Ptiniſhment to Which 
Smiiers are obnoxious;and it is &afie to convince any rational/Perſon by thar 
whith I told you ih the former part of this Diſcourſe, that _Apaxiammcter; 
did'what was fit for Him, thats, the beft Perſon in the World, to: d6 to 
Yemove them borch. He re-ififore'd the Commands of Obedience to! A]- 
mighty God by his Divine Prectpts ; he reveal'd the danger of a Wicked 
Life, and declar'd that Holineſs, #.e. Wiſdom'and Goodneſs, is an Trtio- 
veable Bound-ſtone which God hath ſet berween & happy and a miſerable 
Eſtate. To prevent Deſpair he afſur'd Delinquents of their Pardon-upbn 
Repentance, having offer'd hiuſelf as a Propitiatory Sacrifice: which 
was a Notion ſo'early known and ſo univerſally ſpreadthrough the Wayld, 
that there was none which underſtood not th&-titaning bf that moſt'dbliging 
A&on. He wade his Commands ſo plain, that they did not only condemn 
the Diffolute, bit reproach all faFe Pretenders. To prevent the Hidþts of 
fluggiſh Endeavours , he declar'd the Invalidity of the greateſt! Knoiy- 
ledpe which doth not transform thoſe who'poſſeſs it' into the Tmape of 
Truth. He afſtr'd all falſe Believers, that the Faith which dothnotfubdue 
their Sins will never be able to chaſe awiy their Fears. He pur al] poſſi- 
ble Diſgrace upon Hypocriſie, having mark'd it with the brand of therhoR 
odions Wickedneſ.. He hathundone all van Expe@ations by linking all 
his Promiſes with Conditional Precepts. He hath confirm'd the terrible 
Sentence which is pronounc'd by an Evil Conſcience, that Sinners thiphr 
find no Refuge bur in.true Repentance. He hath condeimn'd all External 
ſhews of Piety and Vertue which are deſhtuteof interiour Correſpordth- 
cies: He told a]l Good men that they muſt Took upon the permiſſian of Ten- 
tatiohs'not as Excuſes of Sin, but as Continnations of their Tryal;and-com- 
manded them never to think of being crown'd hereafter except they over- 
come now ; and to encourage them to endeavour heartily, he hath affir'd 
them of his never failing Afſiſtances. bs ASS] 

This is enough, continu'd Bextivolio, to demonſtrate the fulneſs of his 
prudent care ; and, if you remember what T told yott before concerning - 
the vaſt Extent of his great Conqueſt, you will have no reaſon to think 
his Attempt inefiecua] : neither can you frame any Excuſe to ſalve the 
Inpratitude of thoſe who remain'd diſobedien: to the mighty Reaſons offuch 
incomparable Love, but their own extrenje Careleſtieſ*; and baſe neple& 
of Conſideration: For nob'ame can be laid upon hith, who had done ftch 
Wonders that they were ſufficient to make the moſt ſtnpic4 to wind their tnoft 
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Important Intereſt.After ſo auch endeavour I cannot Tmagine what Excep- 
tion you can frame againſt An&xanecFon's Method but this, that he did not 
offer violence to the Liberty of Mens Wills, and make them Vertuous whe- 
cher they would orno ; which are words incapable of any reaſonable Senſe. 
If AnexanadFor had put a neceſſity upon Men ro embrace his Diſci pline, he 
had crofſs'd his own Deſign,which was,by a clear Propoſal of a Glorious In- 
mortality to excite free Agents to engage their Choice in a conſtant uſe of 
holy Means to obtain ſo noble an End. Alſo the Divine Temper of Soul in . 
which all his Diſciples find themſelves unſpeakably happy is ſuch a rais'd 
Diſpoſition, that it is impoſſible to be reach'd by thoſe who debaſe themſelys 
by voluntary Sin : And the Peace of Conſcience and Hopes of a bleſſed Im- 
mortality which An4xan«on grants as anAntepaſt of their future happineſs 
to his faithful Servants,are only the reſults ofa good life, which is grounded 
upon a firm choice and conſtant reſ»lution of being obedient to his Rules. 
I know well that the World hath long ſince degenerated from the noble 
Example of the firſt Converts ; and that the rare Vertues of the Primitive 
times are ſcarce any where to be found in our dayes: but we muſt take heed 
of accuſing Anaxanaiton for our own faults, When he commanded men to ac- 
knowledge his Goſpel, and told then that it was the only Security of their 


beſt Intereſt ; yet he let them know that it would do them no gocd except 


they entertain'd it with a very ſincere Obſeryance of thoſe DireGions which 
are contain'd in it. But as he is altogether to be excus'd, weare ſomuch the 
more worthy of blame, both becauſe we negle& the Encouragement which 
is offer'd by ſuch gallant Examples, and becauſe we may make an Imitation 


* oftheir illuſtrious Vertues at a far cheaper rate then they could ſet usCopies. 


This which I have ſaid concerning theContinuance of Sin doth alſo demon- 
ſtrate theJuſticeof thoſe Puniſhments which you think ought not toafflic the 
World ſince An«x4n477on undertook its Reſtauration. He deliver'd his true 
Diſciples from the danger of Eternal Death, which is the chief puniſhmene 
of Sin ; and made thoſe leſs Inconveniencies which they meetand patiently 
entertain upon their way to encreaſe their more welcom Reception int9 


their everlaſting Home: and as thoſe others, Antigraphus, who will not be 


redeem'd muſt needs continue Slaves, ſo being Slaves it is but fit that they 
ſhould carry their chains. But who are they in whoſe puniſhments you do 
particularly concern your ſelf? The Jewiſh Nation, to whom Anaxanattor 
made the firſt offers of Redemption ? There isno reaſon but they ſhould be 
puniſh'd, both becauſe, notwithſtanding the ſtrong Motives by which they 
were long perſwaded to an Emendation of their Lives, they grew ſo ex- 
tremely wicked, that one of their chief Hiſtorians thought that if God had 
not deſtroy'd them by the Rowans, the Earth would have ſwallow'd. them, 
and becauſe they did barbaroufly rejze& the Terws of Pardon which in a 
moſt obliging way were propounded by Anaxenaten. As they ſhewd them- 
ſelves incorrigible by continuing wicked after he had for many years in vain 
attempted their Reformation ; ſo it is not only a uſt but a very proper Af- 
flicion with which they are puniſh'd, being not utterly deſtroy'd, but di- 
ſpers'd into moſt Kingdomsof the World, where they live contemptibly , 
that they might every where remain as an evident Teſtimony of Gods difſ- 
pleaſure againſt ingrateful ſtates,:and be a laſting witneſs of Anaxa- 
patton's veracity, who on before that this Miſery would befall them 
if they perſever'd, as they did, in Diſobedience, | 

As your ObjeQion includes the reſt of the World , I muſt tell you that 
there is noreaſon but they ſhould be puniſh'd too. Anaxanacton came not to 
| diſoblige 
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diſoblige men from the Law of Nature, bfit to ſuperadd endearments to its 
Obſervance ; and ſince other Nations follow'd the bad Example of the ob- 
ſtinate Jews, it is moſt Juſt that they ſhould' be their Parallels in ſuffering. 
You muſt needs juſtifie Anaxanatton as altogether unacceſſory to their Cala» 
mities,eXcept you would have him becomea Patron of Sin,and indeed deſire 
him to nouriſh with his Bloud that curs'd Root which grey too faſt of it ſelf. 
Well, well, ſaid * Antigraphns, let the Realons of mens Degeneracy be for 
what they will, you conteſs the World remains Wicked, ſo that the Proofs 
of Anaxanafton s ſucceſs mult be fetch'd from that Age in which he liv'd. 
Yes, replied Bezxtivolis,but much more from thoſe which follow'd his Death, 
in which they were ſo conſiderable in themſelves, but eſpecially if you take 
otice of the unparallel'd Method by which his Afﬀairs proſper'd,that there 
iSno more cauſe to put him into a mean Compariſon with the moſt ſucceſs- 
ful Impoſtor, then there is reaſon to equal the Follies of eMahomet's con- 
temptible Alcoran with the wiſdom of his moſt excellent Goſpel. It is a pe- 
culiar Glory by which the Diſcipline of Anaxanatfon is recommended to 
the World, that it was neither introduc'd at firſt,nor eſtabliſh'd afterwards, 
by thoſe ordinary means of Policy or Force. His Perſon was of ſuch little 
conſideration in regard of Worldly extra@, that he was a demonſtration of 
the Higheſt Worth invelop'd with the loweſt Humility : His holy Dodrine 
was oppoſite to receiv'd Cuſtoms: his grave Converſe was not ſer off with 
a plauſible Faſhion, but expreſs'd ſuch Manners as were ſcorn'd by the Mo- 
diſh World : He neither flatcer'd preat Princes, nor humour'd the mean 
Appetites of the Fleſhly Vulgar : he perſwaded not Obedience to his Rules 
with the arts of Humane Rhetorick : His Followers were diſcourag'd by 
Secular Powers, their number lefſen'd by cruel Deaths, for which ſuffer- 
ings they cou'd hope for no Compenſation in this World. And though the 
Pagan Superſtition was encourag'd by the Favour of many Princes , ſup- 
ported by ſtrong Armies, defended by learned Philoſophers, afferted by 
Eloquent Orators , further'd by the Devices of cunning Magicians , and 
criedup by theuniverſal Suffrage of all Nations ; yet by a Divine Power 
which fell upon tt fromthe Life and Goſpel of Azaxanatton, and the mighty 
Spirit which aſſiſted his Servants,the Idolatrous Worſhip with all its pom- 
pous Ceremonies melted away as the Snow doth before a warm Sun ; whilſt 
Anaxanatton's Subjeds wearied the Malice of their Tormentors with an 
unconquerable Patience, and by the generous Teſtimony which they gave to 
Truth, reconcil'd their mortal Enemies to the belief of that which they 
perſecuted, and to a moſt ſincere Love of thoſe whom but a little before 
they perfealy hated. 

If Mahomet had made uſe of no other Means to ſerve his Defign,his Name 
would long ſince have been forgotten in the World : but as his Religion (in 
which he craftily made an honourable mention of AnaxanatFon) is contemp- 
tib.e in it ſelf, beinga kind of Cexto made up of Rites Stollen partly from the 
Jews, partly from the Pagans, and ſome borrow'd from the Chriſtians ; he 
fGll'd it with ridiculous Fables, abſurd Stories, perſwades Obedience with 
Obſcene Promiles, and expreſſetha baſe Condeſcenſion humouring the low- 
eſt ſort of Life, the worſt of Men willingly obſerving his fooliſh Orders , 
whilſt they pleas'd themſelves in hope to be admitted at laſt into a brave Se- 
raglio for their Heaven,and inſtead of Paradiſe tobe put into a Gynecenm. 

Yet the ſubtil Lunatick perceiv'd that this would not effe& what he aim'd 
at without the uſe of Arms ; and therefore as ſoon as he had multiplied his 

Diſciples to a competent Number by fraudulent Arts, he betook himſelf to 
RX 2 | Force, 
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| Force, and ſo order'd his way to make Profelytes, that thoſe whom he &n- 


deavour'd to perſwade to his Religion ſaw that they muſt either dye or be 
Mahometans. Which is enough to ſhew the lowneſs of the way by which 
that cheating Arabian made his Attempts upon the World in compariſon of 
the Celeſtial Method by which Anaxanattop's ſucceſſes were obtain'd. But 
ſince he became Maſter of his Deſigns by politick Stratagems and force of 
Arms, and extended his Victories to the diſtreſs of Anaxanattoy's People, 
leſt you ſhould think this a ſufficient Reaſon for venerable thoughts of that 
Impoſtor, I muſt tell you that you may as well think honourably of the 
Devil, and conclude that the Worſhip which was given to him in former 
dayes was Rational, becauſe he is a Cunning and Powerful Being. I nwſt 
alſo let you know that that Fatal Accident, his unhappy Invaſion of Chriſten- 
dom, is a Permiſſion of the Divine Providence, -of which we may eafily 
givean Accompt. For as it was but fit that the degenerate Jews having re- 
volted from the Ingenuous Simplicity of their Anceſtors ſhould be puniſh'd 
by the Romans, eſpecially ſince they rejected and murther'd the promis'd 
Meſſiah, who came after he had been longexpeced according to many Di- 
vine Predictions ; {0 it was juſt that falſe Chriſtians ſhould be chaſtis'd by 
the inſolent Turk for Apoſtatizing from the true Faith and ſincere Obedience 
of the Primitive times : and T heartily pray that the growing Sins of the _ 
Weſtern Emrope may not make way for his further Progreſs into theſe parts 
of the Worid. 

Becauſe you queſtion'd, as I remember, (added Bertivolio, ſtill addreſ- 
ſing himſelf to Antigraphws) the whole Story whereupon all that I have ſaid 
is grounded, it is necefſary, as a Period to this Diſcourſe, to aſſert the 
Credibility of that Ho!y Book in which it is written. Before I attempt 
that, poſſibly it were not amiſs if I ſhould crave leave to ask you the Rea- 
ſons for which you doubt of it, and to deſire you to ſay what would affure 
you of its Truth if your demands were anſwer'd. But becauſe that would 
extend this preſent Entercourſe beyond the bounds of that Time and Pati- 
ence which this worthy Company can allow, TI will give a ſhort Accompt 
why I believe that Story to be true, and if you be ſatisfied with my Argu- 
ments, I ſhall ſave you the labour of propounding any more Scruples. This 
Hiſtory is verified by all the Evidence of which ſuch a Truth 1s capable. 
For when Matters are que(tion*d whoſe Truth depends not upon a Demon- 
ſtration fetch'd from the Nature of the things themſelves, which makes it ſelf 
wanifeſt to all men upon the firſt view, we muſt ſeek for Proof in good Te- 
ſtimony ; and we have ſufticient Witneſs to prove that there was ſuch a 
Perſon as Anaxanadton, and that the Narrative of his Life written by his 
Friends is a true Hiſtory. It is abſurd to expe that our Saviour ſhou!ld 
be born, live, die, riſe again, and aſcend into Heaven in every Ape neither 
15 it neceſſary that God ſhould repeat his Miraculous Teſtimonies continu- 
ally, having done it very often, and convey'd the notice of thoſe Aſſurances 
to poſterity by the Records of Eye and Ear-witnefſes. If this be not a ſuf- 
ficient Evidence, future Apes can never hope for any proof of what was 
done in former dayes. Since this ſort of Demonſtration is all that ought to 
be demanded, I ſhall give you that ſatisfation in which you ought to ac- 
quieſce, by ſhewing that all which I have ſaid was done in the preſence of 
unexceptionable Witneſſes. 

In the Books of ſuch as were his mortal Adverſaries, and therefore wil- 
ling to have buried any thing which might keep hisRemembrancealive in the 
World, we find the mention of his Name, and have receiv'd from ſome of 
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them a Deſcription of his Perſon. None of them denies that he was famous 
for Miraculous A@ions ; and when they defir'd to leſſen the great Reputa- 
tion which they reflected upon him, they endeavour'd it not by affirming 
that he perforn'd no ſuch Works, but by transferring the Efie&s which 
were really produc'd to leſs-worthy Cauſes ; not daring to call them Impo- 
ſtures, but either Magical Actions, or things deriv'd from Aſtral Influences, 
and which had been equall'd by others. They have recorded the manner of 
his Death, the Time and Place of his Suffering, have told us the name of 
the Judge that condemn'd him,and under what Roman Emperour :' they have 
acknowledg'd the vaſt Numbers of his Followers, and grant that after his 
Death the World was fill'd withan Honourable Eſtimation of his Perſon , 
and expreſs'd the fear which they had leſt his Doarine ſhould prevail upon 
the Faith of the whole Roman Empire ; and therefore made ſevere Edits, 
and infliged cruel Puniſhments not only upon the principal Converts, but 
Innumerable Multitudes of all ſorts of People, to ſtop its Growth. They 
confeſs'd the innocent Manners of his Diſciples, and bore witneſs to the 
conſtancy of their Loyalty to Anaxanaiton. They have let us know how 
pundually his Prophecie was fulfill'd in the Deſtruction of that People which 
firſt rejected him, the Ruine of their Temple and City, notwithſtanding the 
Endeavours of ſome Emperours who deſir'd to have hinder'd its Accom- 
pliſhment, both by preventing the Diſfſolution,and attempring the Reſtau- 
ration of thoſe famous Structures. In ſhort , ſome of them have alſo ac- 
knowledge that the Holy Bible, which did more fully relate theſe things , 
and in particular give Notice that when Azaxanatton was born, a God de- 
ſcended from Heaven to reſtore the World to Happineſs, is a moſt Venerable 
Book. | 
This Teſtimony 15 not inconfiderable,becauſe we have it from thoſe who, 
beſides this own courteſte, which they never intended as an Expreſſion of 
any Good will, did no other ſervice to Anaxaxaton. But that which his 
Friends ſay in defence of his Honour and their own Faith is nuch more va- 
lid, and againſt which his Enemies will never beable to find any thing rati- 
onally to oppoſe. The Evidence which is given for the Truth of this fa- 
mous Hiſtory is made of a Series of Witneſtes, which. running through ſix- 
teen Centuries hath preſerv'd the Records, and afferted the Truth of the 
Divine Life, moſt charitable Death, and ſtupendious Refurretion of 4- 
naxanatton by a ſucceſſive Atteſtation. Thoſe who firſt committed his Life to 
writing were Eye-witnefles of what they reported,or intimate Companions 
of ſuch as had convers'd with him till his Afcenfion. As the Afſurance of this 
Truth confirm'd by ſuch a clear Evidence was the ground of their proper 
Faith, and the unly Reaſon which can be ſuppos'd to have made them wil- 
ling to be publiſhers of it ; ſo it is abſurd to think that others would have 
receiv'd them with Faith, if the Apoſtles had not been able by ſome Infa]- 
lible proofs to demonſtrate that they witneſs'd what they knew to be true. It 
15 beyond the power of my Phancie to imagine what ſhould induce the firſt 
Divulgers of the Goſpel to publiſh ſuch ſtrange news, but that they were 
throughly convinc'd both that it was true, and that the knowledge of it 
was ſo neceſſary to the Salvation of men that they could not conceal it but 
with a very great uncharitableneſs. Thoſe who frameLies propound to them- 
ſelves ſome Advantage by Faliſhood, and ſince that is ſo unlovely in its own 
nature that it is abhorr'd of all the World, when they make uſe of it they 
are forc'd to adorn it with borrowed colours, that by them they way impoſe 
upon the credulous and attain their End. 
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All Judges do ever eſteem it as a rational Aſſurance of the Gocdneſs of an 
Evidence, when the Witneſſes give Teſtimony without hoping for any ob- 
lique Advantdye to themſelves fromthe Ifſue of the Cauſe. What Deſign 
could the plain Apeſtles ſerve if they had endeavour'd to cheat the World 
with this Story, whicl was ſo odious to the Incredulous Jews and fo unwel- 
come to the 1dolatfoms Gentiles, -that in an ordinary way it was applicable 
to no purpoſe but to-precure the Scorn and Hatred of thoſe ro whom they 
cold it ? If it had'nodt been a Truth, it was eafie for thoſe who heard it to 
diſcover its Falſhood ; for that which they related was done in one of the 
moſt [1luſtrious Cities of the World. It the Apoſtles of, Araxanattor could 
have ſo far debas'd themſelves as to divulge falſenews, yet it 1s unreaſona- 
ble to think that they ſhould offer to do it for the advancement of their Ma- 


- ſter's Religion, which of all things dothmoſt abhor a Lie. 1 know ver 


well that vain Perſons uſe to tell falſe Stories to make their Auditors Jaugh 
at their ridiculous Inventions, and that ſuborn'd Witneſſes will ſell their 
Oaths for Money, eſpecially when they have ſo fran!''d their Diſpoſitions 
that the Falſhoodis hard to be diſcover'd ; and ſome Meſſengers will carry 
news which isnot true, in hopes of recetving a Reward before it can be 
known to be falſe: but wereany menever heard of, who were ſo greatly in 


| love with Death, and ſo paſſionately deſirous of ſhameful Torments, that 


they madiy threw away their Lives for that which they knew to be a Lie? 
It is well enough known that AnaxanatFon's Friends died atteſting this Story 


and were put to death for no other reaſon but becauſe they wou!d not dif- 


own it. Pray tell me, good Arntigraphws, in what Book d1d you ever read 
of one, much leſs many thouſands, who embrac'd a real Croſs for his ſake who 
was only crucified ina Romance ? It is eaſily obſervable our of the Books of 
Anaxanactoy's Enemies yet extant, that when his Diſciples were convented 
before Secular Powers, they were not accus'd for telling of Lies, or pu- 
niſh'd for Fraudulent dealing, but only cenſur'd for publiſhing a New Do- 
Grine, which was entertain'd ſo readily and ſpread ſo far, that they were 
afraid it would ſubvert their Pagan Religion ; which indeed it did notwith- 
ſtanding all they could do to fupport it. | 

This js enough to juſtifie the Veracity of thoſe who firſt preached the 
Goſpel ; and it is as caſfie to vindicate the Prudence of thoſe who firſt gave 
credit to their Report. As the Primitive Evangeliſts believed becauſe they 
ſaw 4naxanatton's Divine Actions, and were Eye-witneſſes of his Reſurre- 
Gion ; ſo thoſe who heard them tell this News had all good reaſon to be- 
lieve them, not only becauſe they heard them relate ſuch ſtrange things with 
a ſteady Confidence amongſt thoſe who dwealt near the place where they 
were done, and becauſe they perceiv'd all the fair ſigns of Honeſty in their 
Converſations, but alſo ſaw them do many ſuch things themſelves as they 
afhrm'd their Maſter to have done. How could any wiſe SpeGatours tut 
think that AnaxanatFon was a Divine Perſon,when they ſaw his Servants do 


Miracles only with the mention of his Name ? As they could not think that 


was impoſſible which they ſaw done , except they thought themſelves not 
bound to believe their own Eyes; ſo they could not but believe that which 


' was reported, being made credible by ſuch convincing Evidences of- its 


Truth, except they abandon'd their Reaſon. AA Phi | 

If the Apoſtles would have put tricks upon the World, we know that 
wany of their firſt Converts cannot be look'd upon as Subjeas capable of 
Deluſion, being men of great Parts, rare Learning, inquifitive Tempers, 


unconcern'd as to any thing but Truth, engag'd to oppoſe what was told 
them, 
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them, it being contrary Þ9th to the Opinions which they profeſs'd, and the 
Laws of the Places where the livd; Thoſe who confider what they ſay, 
cannot affirm of the reſt, who were not of fo great Abilities, that they at leaſt 
might be impos'd upon ; becauſe the Apoſtles devis'd no cunning Fables;tior 
us'd any ſubt.e Arts,but made a plain Narrative of Anaxantor's Life,Death 
and ReſurreGtion, juſtified their Commiſſion to be Divine by the frequent 
performance of beneficial Miracles, commanded men in their Maſter's name 
to receive his Goſpel , and were anſwer'd with chearful Obedience ; thoſe 
who believ'd,had ſo great Aſſurance in their Minds of .the reaſonableneſs of 
their Faich, that all the Arts of Idolatrous Prieſts and Terrours of enrap'd 
Princes could not ſhake it. And can any man think that they would thus 
ſtrangely ſubje& themſelves to the Authority of one that was acknowled'd 
. to have died upon a Croſs, and then been buried, but that they were affur'd 
he was alſo riſen again, and both happy himſelf, and able to exalt others to 
that Paradiſe to which he aſcended ? | 
Thus the firſt Ape entertain'd the Diſcipline of An4xamF#oa , and with 
a careful Fidelity tranſmitted it to that which ſucceeded. As that which 
went before would have hiſs'd ſuch ſtrange News out of the World if it had 
not been apparently true, ſo the next could not but give credit to ir as a Re- 
por: whoſe undoubted Truth was generally known. The firlt Believers pre- 
terv'd the Authentick Records of Anaxanadtor's Story, and deliver'd Tran- 
ſcripts or them to ſo many, that the common Evidence of their Faith was 
univerſally ſpreadand allCorruption prevented, becauſe for ſoine hundreds 
of Years they had the Original writings, and Copies were taken by ſo ma- 
ny Perſons, that none could make a Variation but he was liable to a quick 
Diſcovery. By the Powerof this Divine Verity they converted many of 
their moſt Mortal Enemies among the Jews, infomuch that thoſe who had 
a hand in Anaxanador's Death repented of the Murther which they conmit- 
ted upon ſucha Divine Perſon, and teſtified the truth of their Repentance 
by venturing their Lives in his Service. He was pleas'd toafſure his Aſcenſi- 
on to one of his zealots Adverſaries, by appearing to him with a Heavenly 
Glory, and ſhew'd him the folly of endeavouring to deſtroy that Church 
whoſe Prince was Lord of Heaven and Earth : who after he had recover'd 
the aſtoniſhment into which he was ſtruck by the Celeſtial Viſion, he tore the 
Commiſſion which he had receiv'd td diſſerve AzaxaxaFor, and made Re- 
paration for the wrong which he had done,by the conſtant Zeal wherewith 
he promoted the Faith of his Goſpel throughout his who!e Life, and then 
perfe&ed his Love with Martyrdom. | 
When the Heathens doubted of the Truth of this Holy Story, the Ser- 
vants of Anaxanaiton referr'd them to their own Annals, and added Mira- 
culous Proofs in ſo many Places,that theirAdverſaries had nothing left to op- 
poſe them, being ſufficiently vex'd to ſee ſuch an unparalle!'d Attempt ſuc- 
ceed ina way which theWorld never knew before ; and wonder'd that a few 
meanMen agrecing in one p'ainStory ſhouid have ſuch a potentInfluence up- 
on all Kingdoms where they travelI'd, one ſingle Perſon and ſometimes two, 
converting a whole Nation to that wanner of life which was contrary to the 
general Inclination of Mankind, to that Doctrine which contradided their 
receiv'd Principles,and that Religion which overthrew the Worſhip which 
they had deriv'd from many Anceſtors, and was confirm'd by Penal Laws, 
and which expos'd ſuch as receiv*d ir firſt to Scorn,and then to Torments.It 
encreaſed their Admiration to ſee them voluntarily offer themſelves to ſutter 
in proof of what they ſaid;but numch more when they perceiv d the : 
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ed Courage with which they endur'd-the greareſt pains, and then ws EY 


Hoiv could it but amaze the Heathens , when they ſaw poor men, whom 
t hey deſpisd, challengetheir Gods before the Faces of thoſe who .ador'd 
them; and make theth'confeſs themſelves to be Devils? They could not bur 
wonder at the ſtrange Alceration which was wrought upon their Compani- 
ons Tempers, ” who were chang'd'in their Manners that they could ſcarce 
know them to be the fare meh. Chriſtian Religion accompliſhing that E- 
mendation upon Humane Lite which Mora! Philoſophy had in vain attempt- 
ed, except'ih a very oy inſtances ; \t being unable.to make its Precepts 0- 
bey'd for want of ſufficient Morives, that is, could not promiſe Eternal Re- 
wards to Vertue, nor-difſwade Vice effedually , having no Authority to 
threaten Diſobedictice with'endleſs Torments, 

All beh6ld&ers were rap'd into Admiration when they ſaw theſe things ; 
and many erquiring into the Reaſon of ſuch rare Accidents, found ſufficient 
cauſe to conclude that they were the Effects of a DivinePower which accom- 
panied the-ApoſNies : and they juſtly efteem'd them Infallible Proofs of 
ehe Truth of the Holy Story,knowing that Falſhood is unable to equal ſuch 
Produds, * HO 7% "4 (0; 

Bur,' O God! aid Bemtivolio, making a paſſionate Apoſtrophe, what a 
ſtupid Incredulity hath feiz'd upon this Leaden Age , which doth not give 
Faith to that Divine Hiſtory which'is come fafe to our hands, being preſery'd 
in a Holy Book not blemiſh'd with one material Variation, and honour'd 
with the concurring Teſtimony of the'beſt men wholiv'd 1n all the Ages fince 
it was written ! 'Whart a ſtrange Letharpy is this Which hath ſo faralby be. 
mun'd our Wills, that we cannot be perſwaded to think that there isas much 


reaſon to believe'thar the four Evanpeliſts have given us the true Hiſtory of 


our Saviour, as that Full Ceſar wrote his Commentaries ? We pretend to 
doubt whether the Noble Phyſician penn'd the Ads of the Apoſtles,and yer 
makeho queſtion but Homer wrote the 1ljads, and that the eAZnerdrare the 
Works of Firpil. 

But ſince there it no Compariſon between the reaſon of that credulons 
Reſpe& which is given to the foremention'd Authors, and the validity of 
that Evidence which I have produc'd for Anaxanatton's Goſpel; I will tel! 
you (added Bentivolto,nowaddreſſing himſelf to Eugenins) thecauſe of this 
ſtrange Infidelity. Some fall into it by a lazy negle& of the confideration of 
thoſe Arguments which would make them give credit to this Story ;'and 
many are unwilling to believe it, becauſe their Faith would diſturb the plea- 
ſures of their Senſual Life. Theſe,though they never heard of any Counrer- 
witneſs 'produc'd to diſprove this Truth,(for there is noneJand rhough they 
are not able to frame a rational ground of Doubt,yet they endeavour to look 
pon it as a Fiction, becauſe it crofſeth their Adherence to a baſe Intereſ>. 
The Diſſatisfa&tions which they pretend to the Holy Goſpel ariſe not at all 
from the Defe& of thoſe Reaſons by which its Truth is afſerted, but from 
the too-much Evidence which againſt their Wills they find there of the ne: 
ceſſity of a Holy Life, are too ſtrong proofs of the miſerable eſtate of thoſe 
unworthy Souls, who being favour'd with the Knowledge of its Precepts;do 
not anſwerit with ſincere Obedience. EY 

It were too long to trouble you with the Enumeration of all thofe Devi. 
ces which they contrive to avoid the power of this important Verity.Sifties 
times they pretend that theDo&rines reveal'd are contrary toReaſon,makinp 
God's Underſtanding no bigger then their own ; and pronounce thoſe 
things abſurd which they would not have had reveal'd; and endeavour 'thitt 
the 
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the Goſpel might be thoiight a Fable , though they cannot imagine at what 
time it ſhould be feign'd, by whom, or for what purpoſe ; and'deny that ir 
was confirm'd by Miracles, though chey cannot but acknowledpe that if it 
Mas entertain'd upon any other Accompt, it was the greateſt wonder in the 

World. Bart theſe men will not let ir Ee poſſible for God to aſſure his Crea- 
tures of Truth ; for he hath done ſo much that they cannot tell what more 
toask, only whenthey are urg'd with ir, they require ſfaucily that he ſhould 
repett'it, | 

Bur that you way more p-ainly fee that this perverſe Incredulity , which 
is the great Fault of the preſent Ape , ariſeth not from the want of any Cre- 
dibility in the Objea,or Defedt of clear Evidence in the manner of propo- 
ſz!. I muſt acquaint you that many who convers'd with Anaxanator when he 
liv'd upon Earth , did not entertain his Goſpel with that Faith which was 
due to his viſible Authority. The Proofs which he gave were Sufficient, but 
not Compulſive. It was highly convincing to all Perſons who were capable 
of Confideration , that henot only perform'd ſuch Miracles as are undenia- 
ble Teſtimonies of a' Divine Power, but fluch as they pretended that Men 
ought to take them for a ſatisfaory Afſurance, and alſo verified thoſe An- 
tique PrediQions which concluded him to be what he ſaid he was: yet they 
wrought no Effe& upon ſuch as were indi{pos'd by the Love of Sin to ac- 
knowledg one ſent from God , who was a ſevere Reprover of their vicious 
Converſation. Anaxanatton obſerving the reaſon of this Unbelief, told this 
ſort of Perſons , that though one who was dead ſhould return from the other 
World, yet he would not be able to perſwade them that there is a Hell where 
ſach as they were , are puniſh'd. Since we know this , why ſhould we be a- 
ſtoniſh'd at the moſt obſtinate Incredulity ? If the Jewsgave not credit to 
their Eyes, why may not the Gentiles disbelieve their Ears ? 

Beſides this , we cannot but take notice of a Cuſtomary Perverſeneſs in 
ſome Tempers, who when they have prepoſleſs'd themſelves with falſe 
Opinions, will not ſuffer them by any Arguments to be diflodg'd, and to 
prevent the Poſlibility of a contrary Perſwaſion, reſolve againſt rhe 
uſe of ſuch means as would quickly give them an Aſſurance of their 
Errour. | 

Therefore to conclude this long Diſcourſe, ſince the Ingenuous part of 
the Worid didnot only at firſt receive the Diſcipline of Anaxanadon upon 
the fore-mention'd Principles, and have continned their Obedience to it for 
ſixteen hundred Years,and have ſupported the Truth of it withunanſwerable 
Arguments,there is no doubt but the Glory of it will flouriſh till Reaſon be 
extinguiſh'd. We muſt be content though wilful Infidels are juſtly permit- 
red to an Atheiſtical Scepticiſmn,by which they are enabl'd to disbelieve any 
thing. Since it ſhews more handſomely to deny Principles then to reject 
Concluſions which follow from Premiſſes once granted , they have ventur'd 
to ſtrike bold!y at the Roots of Faith; but with ſucha blind Inſolence, that 
for mine own part, I profeſs that if it were reaſonable to believe the Pytha- 
gorean Metempſychoſis,1l ſhould ſuppoſe that the Souls of the moſt dull Prutes 
do tranſmigrate out of their own into Humane Bodies. This Hypotheſis 
would very well ſalve this ſtrange Phxnomenon. Þur ſince we know that 
whilſt men negle& to improve their better Faculties, and indulge to them- 
ſelves the vicious Pleaſures of a Senſual life, they naturally fink themſelves 
into an unſpeakable Sottiſhneſs, and reje& what they ought to believe, 
though they have no Counter-evidence equa! to the Demonſtration of Truth, 
becauſe it is irreconcileable to that which they have reſolv'd to lave, we 
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need go no further to ſeek a Reafon of this ſtupid Unbelief, 
Thus, ſaid Nicomachas, did Bentivolio conclude the noble Hiſtory of 


a The King of * {#4xanaFon. And now I muſt repeat my Entreaty, and defire your Good- 


Kings. 


b 4 Divine 


Mind, 


e Brotherly 


Love- 

d One who piti- 
eth others, 

e A Pleaſant 


River. 


f That Flows 
with Goodneſs, to a beautiful Houſe ſituated upon the 


neſs to excuſe the Diſhonour which my weakneſs hath forc'd me to caſt upon 
Bentivolio, or rather upon Anaxanatton, whole Divine life I have very im- 
perfectly related. If you will not pardon me, yet I ſhall confeſs the Juſtice 
of what Sentence ſoever you pronounce againſt me, becauſe I have made 
your Patience alſo ro ſuffer part of the fore-mention'd wrong , whilſt you 
have attended ſo long to my broken Rehearſal of the beſt Story in theWorld. 
The Company perceiving that Vicomachus had finiſh'd the Recitll of Benti- 
wolio's Diſcourſes , Þ Theowve gave him thanks , and ſo didall the reſt : and 
after they had ſupp'd and ſpent a part of the Night in pertinent RefleQions 
upon many pieces of the former Narration, they retir'd to their ſeveral 
Chambers , where they reſted with the greater tranquillity , becauſe the 
next day was appointed for their Journey towards Phroneſium. | 

When the Sun was up, Theonoe and Irene went to Hrania's Appartiment,and 
underſtanding that ſhe walk'd in her Chamber, they went in,to let her know 
that all things were ready for their Journey. They came down into the 
Dining-room, where they found Paxaretus, Sympathus and Nicomachws, who 
had ſtay'd there a while in expedtation of the Ladies. Theonve had given 


© order to prepare a large Coach which would hold themall, that ſo travel- 


ling together in one moveable Houſe they might enjoy the Pleaſure of mu- 
tual Converſation upon the Rode. They reſoly'd to go through c Philadel- 


phia, which was not much about, and at the Requeſt of 4 Sympathas they 


took the way which lies near the green Banks of-* Callirrhoe, which is a fair 
River alwayes full of clear water , being ſupplyed by a rich ſtream which 
deſcended from the famous Spring * Agathorrhyton. They reach'd that night 
River , which belong'd to Sympathus, 
where they were ſo conveniently lodg'd and generouſly entertain'd,that they 
could not but perceivea rare concurrence ofa great Prudence with an equal 
Love in the completeneſs of their Welcome. 
Sympathus durſt not entreat any longer ſtay here , becauſe he knew the 
were paſſionately expeGed at Phroneſiwm. The next day about Noon they 


g The Kings arriv'd at & Kepanattra, intending to ſtay there an hour or two ; but before 


Garden. 


h Degenerate 


Beaſls. 
] , Charit'. 


k A Lover of 
hey Hutband, 
| 4 good Wo- 


2m4n. 


m Very grave. 
n 4 Hater of 


Falſhoed. 


0 A Helper. 
p 4 Worſhipper 


of God. 


they came within two furlqngs of the Houſe,they were ſurpriz'd with an un- 
expected Encounter of many Friends. For it being made known that Bex- 
tivolio intended to meet his Siſter upon the way , the Prince of ® Theriagene 
would needs accompany him : the Princeſs i Agape , underſtanding that 
Urania was that day expected, deſired leave of the Queen to go and weet 
her and took with her & Philandra, | Agatha and m Polyſemma, " Mijſendes, 
0 1myntor , and ſome other Gentlemen of Quality belonging to P Theoſebius 
and 4 Alethion, rode along with them. It is not an eafie Task to relate the va- 
riety of thoſe pleaſant Paſſions which were expreſs'd at this happy Encour- 
ter. Bentivolio ſaluted Uranis with that great AﬀeRion which he thought die 
to her , not only as his Siſter , but as Urania; whilſt ſhe embrac'd him both 
as the beſt of Brothers, and one of the moſt excellent Perſons in the World. 


> — of Panaretus and Bentivolis entertain'd each other as one Sonl wou'd do it (ſc1f 


If it were poſſible that it ſhould animate two Bodies. The Prince of The- 
riagene expreſs'd that civility to Hrania which ſhew'd his higheſt ReſpeQ to 
her own Worth, and withal| demonſtrated a great ſenſe of Le Obliga- 
tions which he had receiv'd from her Brother. The Princeſs Agape took 
{{rania into her Arms, and gave her many kiſſes with ſuch an exceſſive kind- 
neſs, 
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neſs that it would have tif1'd the Peholders with wonder, it they had not 

known before how much that Vertuous Lady deſerv'd to be lov'd , and alſy 
remembred the intimate Friendſhip which the Princeſs had contracted with 

her. Che ſaluted a Theonre and b Irene with ſuch an endearing tenderneſs, 2 4 Þ'vir 
that they perceiv'd themſe:ves not to havea ſwal! ſhare in the Happineſs of ug wil 
this delightful Meeting. When the reſt of the Company had reveal'd thar 

Joy in all decent Expretſcs according to the variety of their Relations , the 

Prince of Theriagene and the Princeſs of Theoprepia took Urania,and the two 

Ciſters, which were her Fellow-traveliers, into their Coach, and were ac- 
companied with the whole Troop of their Friends to © Kenapaitus. After c m4, x5," 
Dinner , which was ready as toon as they came into the Houſe, * Yeape en- Garden, F 
treated the Prince © Alethion to engage the Company to haſten towards d Charty. 
Phroneſum, know ing, that the King and the Queen were poſicſs'd with a paſ- 3-6 wag af 
ſionate Expectation of their Arrival. 

Ina few hours they came to the City, and after they had enterd the Pa- f 4 Forſbipper 
Jace, f Theoſebins and s Phroneſiareceiv'd Hrania and Panaretus with ſuch a a rs —" 
chearful Air and an obliging manner, that they made not only an infallible 
Confirmation, but an unexpretſible Addition to their former Love. I can- 
not put the juſt Deſcription of this ſtrange Encounter into fit Language, be- 
cauſe my Phancie is not able to ſupply my Mind with a ful] Repreſentation 
of ſuch extraordinary Paſiages : only I can ſay thus much, that as the gO0ING 
away of theſe excellent Perſons was a languid Image of the fad parting of dy- 
ing Friends ſo this Return,which was more acceptable becauſe little expe- 

Ged , was a lively Reſemblance of thoſe unſpeakable Endearments with 
which old Friends will receive one another at the Reſurrection. 

But Joy being at this time reſolv'd to break through all its banks, made 
a ſecond Tide at full Sea, For , whilſt this noble Company was at Supper, 
one of Theoſebizs his Servants told the King that a Gentlewancall'd h Phila- b 4 Lover of 
lethes was alighted from his Horſe, and defir'd him to give notice of It to Hues, 
the Prince of Thertageze. Philalethes had accompanied Alethion in his Jour- 
ney to the borders of Theoprepi4, but then return'd at the King's Command 
to deliver a Meſſage to Eugentizs, and to ſerve his Aﬀairs in Theriagene : 

And the Company Þeing acquainted with the Importance of his Negotia- 
tion, and having often taken notice of the Apprehenſions which Alethiorn 
had entertain'd for him, this News was very welcome to them all ; but A- 
{ithion and i Miſopſeuaes found themſelves ſo particularly concern'd in it, i 4 Hater of 
that after Philalethes came in, and had perform'd that civil Reſpe& which Faves. 
vas due to ſo great a Preſence , the Prince of Therzageze took him into his 
Arms with many Expreſſions of AfﬀeGtion, and having with much unwiliing- 
neſs releas'd him from thoſe tender Ewbraces, his Brother receiv'd him with 
ſuch hgnifications of Love mix'd with Raptures of Joy that are not eaſie to 
be repreſented. After they had finiſh'd their Endearments, and ſettled them- 
ſeives in that Deportment which was a neceſſary Obſervance of thoſe PFer- 
ſons of Condition who were preſent, they took part of their gallant Supper; 
the whole Company entertaining themſelvesnor only that Night, but many 
Payesaf er, with thoſe unexpreſſible Satisfaions which were produc'd 
by this happy Encounter. 
The pleaſure which Theoſebzus took in the agreeable Converſation of ſo ma- 
ny Friends , 91d not make him forget the condition of the Prince of & The- k Degrucraie 
riagene: and though he perceiv'd Alethion to take ſo much content in the #ea#t-. 
place where be was, that he ſcem'd to forget he was baniſh'd ; yet he knew 
that this was 19 Excute for the wickedneſs of his Subjecs, who deny'd Eim 
A 2 | leaye 
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leave to dwell in his own Kingdom ; and reſolving by God's aſſiſtance to 
vindicate his Wrongs,and to put him into poſſeſſion of his Father's Thronc, 
he was confirm'd in his purpoſe by Letters from his Agent in Theriagene, 
+ w—_— which gave him Intelligence that * Antithews intended to invade Theoprepia: 
2 ONS : Whereupon he ſent for b Amerimnas , the chief Biſhop of Theoprepia ; 
(whoſe advice he alwayes ask'd in Civil as well as Religious Afﬀairs ) for 
e 4 Redeemer his Chancellour , and © Lyſanger the General of his Army , and acquainted 
} £omn from them with his thoughts. They approving his Deſign ; which way ſhall we 
d 4Weſhizper endeavour to proſecute it ? ſaid ® Theoſebins, If you pleaſe, replied Ly- 
07 Cad, ſander, you way ſummon the Deputies of the ſeveral Provinces of Theo- 
prepia to meet at Phroneſium , and when they are come, let my Lord 
Chanceliour give them notice of your Princely Intentions : they do ſo 
truly hate the name of Antizhens , and honour the perſon of Alethies , 
that I am very confident they will be willing to contribute their beſt 
aſſiſtance towards the Reſtauration of the Prince of Theriagene, What 
think you, my Lords ? ſaid Theoſebixs to the Arch-biſhop and the Chancel- 
lour. They both replying that they were of Lyſander's mind, the King ap- 
prov'd their Advice, and accordingly gave order to the Chancellour to diſ- 
patch Letters to the four Diviſions of Theoprepia, to require them to ſend 
their Commiſſioners within four days to the Senate-houſe at Phroneſium , 
to conſult concerning ſome important Afﬀairs of State. The obedient Theo- 
prepians wade appearance at the time appointed ; and when they were mer, 
* One free from (DE King, attended with © Amerimnus, © Lyſander , and his chief Miniſters 
cares. of State , went to the Senate-houſe; and Þeinig much pleas'd with the chear- 
£4 Redeemer 1] fipht of ſo many loving SubjeGts , after he had given them an hearty wel- 

of Men from : 4, ary 
flaver). come to Phrozeſium , he congratulated the Happineſs of the Meeting in a 
| ſhort Speech, and then commanded the Chancellour to let them underſtand 
' the reaſons of their Convention. | 
nega s 00 Chancellour's name was 8 Calliphon; and Þ Theoſebixs did fully de- 
pct rr monſtrate that he underſtood well what ſort of Perſons are fit to ſerve Kings, 
of God, when he made choice of him for one of his principal States-men. - It 1s true, 
the Concerns of his Place were great, but his own Wiſdom and perfe& 
Fidelity were not inferiour to them. The higheſt Truſt which one can pur 
in another is , to take his Counſe] : But-this 1s greater in Kings, becauſe 
their Afﬀairs, to which Counſel is apply'd, aremore important then ordi- 
' nary matters, and the danger more conſiderable , if thoſe who give Advice 
have a greater regard to their own benefit then to his advantage that asketh 

It, 

Calliphon was Secret by the temper of his nature, and ſo Faithful inthe 
diſcharge of his Truſt , that he never ſet any oblique ,ends of his own 
contradiſtin& to his Maſter's Intereſt, but inal! his Propoſalsaim'd direaly 
at the King's Honour and the People's Happineſs. His Integrity was 
equall'd with a rare Wiſdom : for Calliphen being naturally of a quick 
Phancy , had improv'd the goodneſs of his Wit into Prudence by Experi- 
ence, and perfected it with vaſt Acceſſions by continual Induſtry. Being 
incited to all poſſible Acquiſts by a paſſionate Love which he had for Know- 
ledg , he endeavour'd to underſtand the natural Connexions and proper 
Conſequences of all things,and not to guide hisAGtions by the uncerrain Rllie 
of unexamin'd Opinionsor general Sentences. He gave evident proof of his 
early Diſcretion by the Vertuous management of his younger Age , and the 

prudent Government of his Family ; and ſhewed the greatneſs of his Un- 
derſtanding by the proper Language and ſtrong Reaſons for which his _ 
courſes 
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courſes were alwayes adm:red when he had occafion to ſpeak in the Senate. 
He was deſign'd to the Study of Stare-Afﬀairs by his wite Father 3 Pzthyle- a convincing 
gus, who was a Privy-Counſe: Jour to b Phronimns : And when other Gallants Pye? Pr 
crifled away their tine in vain pleaſures, he accuſtom'd © Calliphox to read mas, 
Books of Policy , Records of Treaties , and other Memoires of the moſt < 0 of _ 
famous States-men 3 and bcing much p'eas'd with thoſe Improvements *#** {© 
which he perceiv'd him to make in this way , he acquainted him with that 
Intelligence which he receiv'd from Forrein parts, and made him under- 
ſtand the private Reaſons of the chief Tranſactions of State. By which 
means he arriv'dat a clear Knowledg of all things which might concern his 
Place; ſuch as the Rules of Government , the Nature of Juſtice and Equi- 
ty, the Lawsof Commerce and War, the ways of Preſerving and Increa- 
ſing the King's Revenue, the Duties of all Publick Offices , the Diſpo- 
ſition of his Country-men , the Conveniences and Inconveniences which 
might ariſe to them from their Neighbours : In ſhorc , he had as nuch un- 
derſtanding of Perſons and Things as can þe attain'd by a long Study of 
Men and Books. And now having the advantage of Years, and the benefit 
of a firm Memory , in which he had regiſtred the Confequences of the moſt 
conſiderable Actions obſerv'd by himſelf, to which he had alfo added the 
Experiments of others, he was able to give proper advice in any buſineſs 
which could fl] under Deliberation. - 
Having given you a ſhort Charadeer of this excellent Perſon, I will ſet 
down his Speech. He is reported to have deliver'd himſelf in ſuch words 
as theſe ; | : 
Gentlemen, You will wonder at the occaſion of this Aſſembly , when I 
tell you that the Wickedneſs which hath given us cauſe to meet is ſo extraor- 
dinarily ſtrange, that it tranſcends the worſt Examples which have been 
produc'd inour memory. We are in danger of an Invaſion from 4 Ther#a- ha | 425i 
gene, only becauſe we have perform'd the juſt Rights of Hoſpitality,Cwhoſe , 
ſacred Laws are inviolably obſerv'd by all the World) not to a common 
Ally, but to the moſt Excellent Prifce © Alethion, who hath not only oblig'd +a of 
us with the Aſſiſtance of his Arms, but hath wade us owe the Life. of our . 
King to the Generous Adventure of his own Perſon at the Battel in f Theys- f 4 fight witt 
michis. He is depriv'd of his Kingdom by a rebellious party of his Subjects 3% 
upon this falſe Prerence , that when his Father was alive he kept at reaſona- 
ble correſpondence with his Confederates in Theoprepta. 
Here Calliphon made a ſhort pauſe , ſeeing the whole Senate rapt into a 
paſſionate Admiration of this ſtrange News. When they had ſettled them- 
ſc!ves again, he went on thus ; 
As thereneeds no witneſs to convince us of the falſeneſs of this infolent 
Calumny , beiides the Knowledg which we have of our own Innocence ; 
ſo we are ſuthiciently aſſar'd of the reaſon why this horrid Accuſation was 
forg'd by the ill uſe which hath been made of it ;And we are fully inform'd 
by whoſe traiterous indeavour it was fram'd,fince we underſtand that 8 _49- pg  4beiR. 
titheus hath uturp'd the Kingdom. Irt is not needfull by many words to let 
you know our King's Opinion concerning this matter, or to uſe many Ar- 
2uwents to perſiyade you to follow his Advice. As h Phronimus our late þ A prudent 
Kingof G:orious Memory thought | Anaxagathus worthy of his Friendſhip, prſos. _ 
ſ»® Theoſebirs thinks it unworthy of him to deſert his Son, who hath de- ,* f =-4 99. 
monſtrated his high Regard to our Intereſt when we needed his help, or tO of Gd, = 
Night an Ancient League, which was once beneficial to us, in a time when 
the diltzeſt condiuonof eur Confederate doth follicit us to obſerve it. For 
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- .. the performance of that which Juſtice requires and Gratitude commands, 
Theoſebins thinks it but a ſwall matter to proted the Perſon of Alethion in 
his Country , except we alſo aſſert his Right with our Swords : And ſince 

we cannot requite the Love of Anaxagathus by reſtoring to him that Life 
which he hath loſt by the fraud of Traitors , we will endeavour to repofiels 
his Son of his Kingdom, and by tne deſtruction of his Enemies make him live 
Ae —_ of again In a Alethion , and [et : Theriagene know that they were not more wil- 
b Degeneratre ling to aſſiſt us againſt malicious Forreiners,then we are able to deliver them 
Beaſts. from the Oppreſlion of their own miſguided Arms. 
You arenot ignorant with what diſhonourable Aſperſions our Conſtituti- 
| ons have been repreſented to the Ignorant World. Ir is true, we had an op- 
4 Fighting portunity 1n the late War with the © Theromachians to let them know how 
Bea#t:. falſly they imagine , that humble Innocence and charitable Patience do ſo 
enervate mens ſpirits, that true Chriſtians are an caſie prey to ſuch as have 
a mind to ſeize upon them ; they having found the contrary by their own 
experience. Though our Religion hath raught us that no Policy is compa- 
rable to Innocence , and afſured us that an Obligation put upon our Neigh- 
bours by a conſtant Beneficence 1s one of the ſtrongeſt Fortreſſes in the 
World ; yet we have made them underſtand that we have ſo much prudent 
Courage alſo to defend the Fort which Vertue hath rais'd,that it will always 
be very hard for the Injurions to make good their bold Attempts upon the 
d Such as live PEaceable © Theoprepians. They will not ſay in future times that Religion 
iu « Divive hath made us Cowardly Fools , fince we have given them ſufficient reaſon to 
STOMs believe,that, though our Patience ſet us above the low defires of Revenge 
for private wrongs , yet we onght not to expoſe our publick Concerns, 
which are dearer to us then our Lives, to the cruelty of the Unjuſt. Ir is 
neceſſary that we ſhould let theſe inſolent people of Theriagene know , that 
the Humility and Juſtice which will not permit us to arrogate any thing 
wrongfully to our ſelves, doth not make us willing to be enflav'd by others, 
and that we can defend our ſelves againſt- thoſe whom we do not deſpiſe. 
They well perceive by our preſeat Undertaking,that we think it as neceſſa- 
ry to proted our ſelves againſt the Violence of lawleſs Perſons, as to reſiſt 
a dangerous Incurſjon of wild Beaſts with our Arms, or to prevent the ca- 
lamity of an Inundation threatned by ſwelling waters with ſtrong Panks. 
"This alſo is a proper ſeaſon in whickrwe way ſhe that the Theoprepian 
Principles are not terminated with our private Accommodation, but that 
they areextended to promote the Intereſts of others : And that we do not 
bound that Neighbourhood which our great Lord hath obliged us to love 
with the narrow lnits of our own Country, but are willing to enlarge our | 
careful Charity, if it were poſſible, to the vaſt compaſs of the Univerſe. 
Whereas our Enemies think that we are pitifully enfeebled by anAbſtemious 
Mode of Life , we will convince them of their Errour , and ſhew them 
that we do not only preſerve a good Health , but have alſo obtain'd a firm 
Hardineſs by the Rules of Temperance ; and give them a clear Evidence, 
that the Courage wherewith we now aſſiſt a moſt juſt Cauſe, ariſing from a 
true Faithin God, a due Contempt of the World , and certain Hope of 
Immortal Life, doth far exceed that common Valour which depends only 
upon the ſtrength of a natural Temper, is flouriſh'd with high Diet , and 
blown up with the deſire of Spoils, or expecation of Triumph, after 
Victory. 
This is enough , Gentlemen, to ſhew you the reaſonableneſs of Theoſe- 
vius his noble Reſolution. The way by which he intends to endeavour the 
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accompliſhment of his Detign, is, to lead an Army into Theriagene ; by $ ee D 
which means we ſhall carry to them thoſe Fears which they hope to brins 
hither , and poſſibly make chem repent of their malicious Purpoſes before 
they have power to put them in Execution, and by God's help ſeaſonably 
extinguiſh that Fire wh1ch they have kindled in Theriagene with a purpoſe 
ro inflame Theoprepia. It 15 well known how Hannibal diſtreſt the Romans, 
when he tranſported his *ouldiers into Iraly; and that Agathocles ſhew'd 3 
preat Skill in Military Affairs by fighting the Carthaginians in Africk,, when 
he could ſcarce defend his own City againſt their Fleet which lay before it 
in the Port of Syracuſe. Though our Caſe is in no reſpect ſo neceſſitous, yet 
by this means we may hope ſpeedi'y to prevent the Trouble which is pre- 
pared for us. 

Weneed not fear that this undertaking wil be liable to ſuſpicion among | 
our Netghbour-Kingdoms ; for the Treaſon of ® Antfheas and his FaRtion © 4» 41 «i8. 
is ſo notorious, that they muſt needs juſtitic the Aſſiſtance which we give to 
the wrong'd Þ U/crhion, and ſo unanimouſly condemn the Theriagenians, that b A Lover of 
whatſoever miſery ſhall happen to them, they will nvt have this comfort 7%: 

Jeft , that they ſhall be thought unworthy of what they ſuffer ; all conclu- 
ding that they ought to undergo the-Extremity of Puniſhment , who have 
done what they could to deſerve it. Weare alſo fairly invited to this Adti- 
on by the Generous Example of thoſe noble Strangers, Bextiwolioand his 
Brother, who lately ſojourning in theſe parts , and having notice of theſe un- 
happy Accidents, have reſolv'd not toreturn to their own Country till they 
ſce Alethion repoſſeſt of his Dominions. 5H 

T heed not tell you that our conteſt is with inconſiderableAdverſaries;but 

if I ſhould ſpeak after the manner of other Orators, I might ſay that weare 
in greater danger of not obtaining much glory in the Conqueſt, then of meet- 
ing any great difficulty in the Combat. We are to encounter Beaſts enfee- 
bled with Luxury , who are ſo unable to fight , that they can ſcarce carry 
Arms: And indeed their number is fo ſmall in compariſon of thoſe who 
hate their abominable Conſpirecy,that I look upon our Journey rather as a 
Viſit made to Alethion's Friends, then a War undertaken againſt his Enemies, 
Having ſaid thus much , it 1s fit I ſhould conclude. It were impertinent to 
trouble you with a long Oration , for I am not ſuch a Stranger to the temper 
of the Theoprepians , that I can think ny words needful to perſwade them to 
an Engagement which is both full of Juſtice and Honour, | 

When © Calliphen had done ſpeaking, 4 Sympathus, who was one of the © 0ne of an £- 
Commiſſioners for * Philanthropia, took this Opportunity to expreſs the g#%% /peeb. 
Aﬀection which he had long before entertain'd for the Prince of Theriagene, - 2-666 aa 
#hd in a ſhort Speech declar'd his high Approbation of the King's Deſign, 
profeſling that, in his Opinion , the Arguments which the Chancellour had 5 _ 
us'd to ſipnifie how neceſſary it was, gave ſo much Satisfaction , that he 
thought more could not be reaſonably deſired. 

After him * Chariſtion, 8 Amyntor, Þ Paſiphilus,  Euphron, k Calodoxas ind £4 Charitab!e 
1 Ariſtander ſignified their concurrence in the ſame Opinion with Symparhws. 774 wn 
Then the undertaking was approv'd by a general ſuffrage of the whole Aſ- h 4lever of all 
ſembly, who a'fo voted that the Condud of this Afﬀair ſhon!d be left en- on p 
tirely to the wiſdom of Theoſebi#s. The King gave them thanks for the un- Ge ohne 
animous chearfulneſs with which they entertain'd his Propoſal, and told k one of wob!e 
them that he thought it requiſite to liſt only ten thouſand men , whom he 4 1pm 4 
himſelf intended to l:ad ; adding, that he made no doubt kut by this num? Man FED 
ber, with God's bleſſing and the Aſſiſtance of Alethion's Friends , he ſhould 
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be able ina ſhort time to reduce thoſe who were moſt unjuſtly his Enemies 
to their due Obedience ; and then diſmiſt the Aembly, 

Theoſebixs returned to his Palace,and acquainted Alerhion, who was then 
with Bentivolio , and the relt of his Companions, with rke good Aﬀections 
a Such a;live of the * Theoprepians. Whereupon the Prince of > Theriavene having eX- 
pray Divin® preſt his thankful Reſentment of ſuchan obliging Favour , bis friends alſo 
b Degenerare WICH Juſt Praiſes extoll'd the Generous King of Theoprepia and his worth 
Beaſts. Subjeds : and as they entertain'd a great Joy in the hopes of _Alethion's Re-. 

ſtauration, ſo they pleas'd themſelves not a little whilſt they perceiv'd that 
they ſhould not be deny'd the Honour of being Inſtruments in the accom- 
plithment of 1t. 

Here it way poſſibly beexpeced that I ſhould let my Reader know how 
ce 4 Redeemer this noble Company ſpent their time, till þy the prudent Induſtry of © Ly- 
of few ſander the Army could be put into an Equipage fit fora March. It would be 

(00 long to give an account of thoſe various Diverſions with which. they 
were entertain'd by the moſt courteous Prince Theoſebixs, I will only re- 
4 One free from 1ate a lhort Story , which he defir'd the learned Biſhop * Amerimmue to tell 
ſecular cares. them as they ſate one day in a pleaſant gummer-houſe which adorn'd the 
e The Kings Garden at © Kepanadtus. It happenedas * Philalethes was acquainting his 
f 4 lover of - Prince with the condition in which he left Theriagene , and telling him who 


o_ f were the chief Perſons in favour at 8 Poliſtherium 5 among many others he 
0 - 4 . - b bu P " 
Can, ) named Þ Hieromimus;, whereupon Amerimnas ſmil'd : which Bentivolio 


h One who apes perceiving, aſſoon as Philalethes had ended his Diſcourſe , he ask'd the 
TO g00d Biſhop the reaſon of-that Pleaſantneſs which he had obſerv'd him to 
; 4 Wefsipper Expreſs upon the mention of Hieromimus. i Theoſebius imagining the 
of Cod. cauſe of it , and knowing that the Story of Hieromimus would be an accep- 
table Recreation to the Company, prevented  Amerimmnws in his Reply, and 
deſfir'd him to give them a ſhort CharaGer of that vain Perſon, and to ler 
them underſtand how ridiculouſly he had behav'd himſelfnot long before in 
Here begins's Theoprepia. I am very willing tO perform any ſervice, reply'd Amerimnus,by 
Diſcourſe con (hich | may ſhew wy Obedience to your Commands ; and fince you have 
Sofas "RY made it my Duty to report the Extravagancies of Hyierommus to this excel- 
| Igious Chear- lent Company , I will let them know what I have underſtood by Letters 
oe from ſeveral friends of mine who knew his Family , what I learn'dfrom the 
| k One eaſi!y de. COnfellion of E Thelgomens one of his Diſciples, but of Jate undeceiv'd by 
ceivable | Alethologs, and by ſome Diſcourſe which TI had with ®» Miſoplanus, who did 
5 ad Cages: ſo diſcover the Impoſtures of this Jugler , that he made him aſham'd to ſtay 
hates Cheaters. 1N Theoprepta. 
n The Country THieromimus was born in the greater a Apateonia. His Grand-father's 
of Lies. name was 9 Szmmagns , a man ſo paſſionately ambitious of being look'd up- 
o Simen Ma" qo agan extraordinary Perſon, that he ofter'd a fumme of Money to Al- 
aha mighty God to ſell him a Miraculous Power ; but being rejected with ſuch 
a djreful Reproof as was due to his wicked Impudence , he bought of the 
Devil a Magical skill, by which he was enabled to perform many things be- 
yond the Ability of Vulgar Wits, and attain'd ſo great a Reputation among 
p Very Great. the common People, that they chang'd his name to p Pammegas. Simma- 
gus being puft up with their vain applauſes , blaſphemouſly aſſuw'd co him- 
{elf the Title and Worſhip of God, and boaſted alſo that his immodeſt 
q Simon Magus COMPanionq Helena was a She-Deity. He continued his impious courſe for 
bi, Whire, ſome years, till at laſt he was met by one of Araxanadtor's Servants, who, 
as Simmagus was riding in the Air to the amazement of many beholders, mel- 
ted his waxen Chariot, by pronouncing his Maſter's name,made him fall down 
and break his neck uponthe ground. His 
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His Son * Moralazon, not deterr'd with his dreadful Fate, follow'd his a 4 prond fool: 
Father's Examples : and having heard that in former times , When God ſent 
great Prophets and holy Apoſtles to make known his Divine Pleaſure to 
the World, he be{tow 'd upon them a power to ſpeak and do things Extraor- 
dinary, by which men being aſſured that they came from God, gave them 
an honourable Reception due to ſuch Meſſengers 3 Moralazon being of an 
arrogant diſpoſition , did earneſtly deiire to make the World believe that 
he hunſelf was a Prophet , Þut of an higher Rank then any who were ſent be- 
fore him. He thought himſelf not unprovided of rare News to deliver, 
having tantied ſome ſtrange Opinions , of which he was ſo pailionately eri- 
amoured , that he perſwaded himſelf that it did more concern the World 
to know them then any Dodarine which they had formerly receiv'd. He 
fail'd of his Expectation , for he died a little after he had begun his 
Work. 

But his ſon Þ Hieromimns, being well acquainted with his Father's inten- phenng —_ ne 
tions, and pretending that he inherited his Prophetical Spirit, reſolv'd to Wh "0 
carry on the Detign : and remembring ( for he had been told ) that true 
Prophets by converſation with Angels, or by reaſon of the glory of Divine 
Illapſes , did many times ſufler ſtrange Ecſtaſtes ; he thought with himſelf 
how he might counterfeit this Sacred Paſſion, and made uſe of divers Arts 
to ſuper-inducc upon himſelf and others an Enthultaſtical Fury ; and bein 
well inſtructed in his Father's Opinions , divulg'd, or, as he ſaid , brought 
from Heaven a new way of going thither , and boaſted that he was ſent to 
reform the World by a new Diſcipline. He talk'd often of a myſtical Divi- 
nity, and promiz'd to ſpiritualize all former Knowledpe ; though indeed he 
did only ſubvert trueReaſon with wild Fancies,and alleportze venerable Hi- 
ſtories into a ſublime Nothing. 

Before he began to put his fooliſh thoughts into praGiice , be perceiv'd 
that it was very hard to carry on ſuch a new buſineſs with a ſufficient plauſi- 
bleneſs without the Aſſiſtance of ſome cunning Affociates ; and having con- 
fider'd which of his Acquaitance were fitteſt to be truſted with this great 
Secret , he obſerv'd that © Dawrgeor, © Fackleyd, and © Fammnail were com- < Davids + 
plexion'd much like himſelf, and fo of a humour which would caſfily be ta- OO oe; 
ken with his Propoſals. He told them that it was reveal'd to him by the "Bas ae 
Angel Hithladezs that he ſhould be the King of the new Jeruſalem, and that © James Nai- 
he had ſhewed him by anew Expoſition of the old Prophecies, that though _ 
they were fulfill'd literally in ® /naxazaton, yer they were toreceive a f The King of 
Myſtical Com plction in hiw,ana that he was defign'd byGod to chooſe Prin- Kings, « 
ces torule under him inall Nations ; and to ſend Prophets to convert the 
whole World to his Obedience. Thete Profelyres hoping for no mean Offi- 
ces in his 8 {{topiay Kingdom , gave him infinite thanks for Communicating g 2 bich is uo 
to them ſo ſublime an Affair, and with all humble willinenefs offered their 257% 


. 3 . © 
utmoſt ſerviceto one whom God bal defign'd to ſuch high Honour. 


Though this piece of his Plot ſucceeded according to his deſire, yet Fiz bh An 4mbi- 
eromimus thought that he wanted ſtill more help, and thereforewade choice £195 Talker. 
of three other Aſſiſtants; Þ Loxtas, who had a great faculty of ſpealcing oF tags 
whar neither he nor any eſe did underſtand , whom he appointed to amuſe k One who can 
his Hearers with rais'd Nonſenſe ; | Phlegon , who was very uſeful for his Se, when be 
hot zeal ; and ® Panadzcryon, who would weep when he p'ea;'d. With 1 one who ti. 
ſome ſmall rewards and great promiſes he engag'd alſo in his ſervice | Aſtrt> vines by the 
atrus and  Thaumaturghs : they were fir for his purpoſe , both of them pr os 


: x v : O- m 0ne who 
feſling Chiromancy and Phyſtognomy , Aſtri, 


tr15 pretending alfi that he could work ſeeming 
Jes make Yours. 


dit nnd 


Bentivolio and Urania, Fcok VI, 
wake Horoſcopes , and knew how to divine by the Stars, Hieromims con- 
rented himſelt with theſe, having chang d the reſolution which he once took 
up, for he intended a while in imitation of thenunber of Anaxanatton's 

Apoſtles to make his Followers Twelve ; only he added to them two She- 
hy "+ SECTEtaries , 4 Pannychis and v @Quintilla, not indiſcreetly : for ore of them 

Yam teing Epileptical , and the other troubled with the Hyſterical Paſſion , they 

b Montanus pretended the gift of Raptures: and thele , beſides other uſes , ſery'd him 

bi; Where. when he travell'd, for Lacquays. They affirm'd themſelves to Ee Coufin- 

© One pretend}. CErmains , and ca:l'd themſelves the Daughters , one of © Colpia, the other 
ing to ſpeak «4 Velleda. 

ow _ mouth * Fljeremimus deſigning not only to out-do all the Prophets, but to equal 

x & Germain and excel their holy Maſter * Anaxanadon, and having entertain'd a fancy 

Propheteſs. that he was like that incomparable Prince in ſome Perſonal Reſemblances,he 

pref erg " had procur*d a Copy, which was long ago pretended to have been taken of 

f 7he King of him by one call'd Lentulws, and endeavoured by Art to make up what was 

—_ ST wanting in Nature for the cowpletion of a Compariſon both abominable 

Jeſus, and ridiculous. He had Hair of a Cheſnui colour, long, but not thick, 

| after the manner of the Jewiſh NVazarites, parted in the middle, and a little 
curling ; his upper Garment was ſo fram'd , that it ſeem'd to be a ſeamleſs 

» David, Coat. 8 Davigeor, looking upon this Garb as unbecomming his Dignity, 

George. perſwaded him to wear a Doublet of Crimſon Sattin. b Fackleyd, thinking 

herb he did not uſe Ceremonies correſpondent to his Majeſty , advis'd him to 

be ſerv'd in Plate, and to give him leave to provide a gilt Chair, in which 
he might fit as on a Royal Throne, whilſt his Servants nade humble Ad- 
dreſſes to him upon their knees, and ador'd him as the King of the New 
Feruſalem. | 
His affairs being thus order'd , he commanded his Shee-Lacquayes to at- _ 
; The Country tend him in a Journey which he was to take from * Apateonia towards Phro- 
of Deceit. meſium in Theoprepia. k Famnail provided him an Aſs, which Hieromimws 
_ Nat .ppointed to be brought without Bridle or Saddle, and begun his journey 
before the Sun was up , becauſe he intended to finith it in oneday. This 
fore-caſt was neceſſary , for he had four and rwenty miles toride, and it 
Two Whores, being Winter , the weather was foul and the way very bad. Pannychis and 
Duintilla alliſted him with Torches; but when they had gon about a quarter 
of a mile , he commanded them to caſt away thoſe poor external Lights 
making them believe that one far more glorious ſhould preſently ſhine forth 
upon them from within, and ſhew them their way. The Lacquayes obe- 
diently put out their Tapers ; Þbut as they went on it was ſodark that the 
quickly loſt their way , and knock'd their Heads againſt Trees, ſtumbled 
at"oreat Stones, and ſometimes tumbled into Ditches, the Promiſe of 
Hieromimus being unable to enlighten the Air. However, being arm'd 
witha blind Confidence, they went on till they came 0 a narrow Bridge, 
which the poor Beaſt for want of Enthuſiaſtical eyes to make him ſee in the 
dark, miſs'd, and threw the falſe Prophet into Water, Mud and Impatience. 
Pannychis and © aintilla ventur'd inafter him; and when they had with much 
difficulty pull'd him out and fqueez'd him, Pannychis told than, that ſhe had 
a Revelation that they ought not togo any further till the Day ſhould dawn. 
Hieromimius having pay'd dear for his bold Error, was content to be mutua]- 
ly exhorted , eſpecially becauſe they couid not get out the Aſs, which was 
laid faſt in the Mire, When the Light began to appear , the Af> had ſtrug- 
led her ſelf out, andas ſhe was going tograze , © nintilla catch'd her by the 


Ears, and the Rider having gotten upon her back , they began to march a- 
: | gain 
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gain: but as they went along, the Aſs being not heldin with any Bridle ; 
did by ofren going out of the Road create ſo much trouble ro both the Lac- 
quayes 1n reducing her, that they were forc d to tie thetr Garters together to 
make a Curb for the unru:y Feaſt, When they had ſcarce gone half their 
way z the faint Als , Efing much wearied with the heavy load of this 
far Balaam, ſtood (till. Hiezomimmes having no ſpurs, ſhe would not 
anſwer. the dull blows of his unarm'd heels: whereupon © nztila went 
ro the nexc hedge , and having p:uck'd off a ſprig of thorn whipp'd ky 
on. The Angry Aſs being inragd with the pain which the receiv'd 
from theſe ſharp prickles, did frequent'y ſhake her Rider with rude 
Kicking, and ar laſt the ſfofc Prophet was fo gall d with the hard back 
of his lean Steed , that he was forc'd to tell his Lacquayes, that it was 
their. duty to take off their Peticoats and Jay them under him for a 
Saddie. 

In this mad guiſe Hieromimus arriv'd at laſt ina Village not far from Phyo- 
neſium , well known to mo{t of this Company , and which will be for ever 
famous by reaſon of his being there ; his two impious Attendants blaſphe- 
noully ſinging Hoſanra's to him , as he paſt through the Streets to his Lodp- 
ing , which was taken up forhim before by ® Jamnail,and whither his Cour ; James Nai 
plices reſorted to him. 

The Company having laugh'd a while at this ridiculous mede of Travel, 

b Amerimnu went on thus : the firit trick which he ſhew'd afcer his Arrival - Rig 
was a Device invented long ago by one Pſaphor, He had a Cage full of Par- 

rots, which he had taught to ſpeak ; and accuſtom'd to pronounce theſe 

words , Hear Hieromimus. Theſe he convey'd privately into a Wood by 

© Loxias, whom he order'd to let them flie among the trees, and returnun- © 4» amb 


lor. 


ſeen. The Parrots beihg glad to have eſcap'd their Priſon repeated the *"" I : 


Syllables, which they had well learn'd, with a loud &hearfulneſs. The 
Neighbourhood wondering at this ſtrange Voice of Birds, inquir'd who 

this Hieromimms-was. A holy Prophet, ſaid Davizeor whom God hath 

ſent amonglt you to give you the laſt warning of Repentance. Whillt ſome 

exprelt a wonderat the advice of Birds ſpeaking with an Articulate Voice, 

a Aftriatrus, * Phlegon , * Thaumaturous , and the reſt of Hieromimes his 4 owe whe 1;- 
Agents, according to the Inſtruions which they had receiv'd from him, vines 6, he 
endeavour'd to ſupport and augment the oreat eſtimation which this Acci- 2-6 INIM 
dent had begun to lodge in the minds of ſome weak peovle, and told them, ry. 

not without fipns of deep Veneration, that Hieremimmws was a Divine Pers © 99 who 


ſon deſign'd by God for the Pararlere long ſince promis'd , conſubſtantiated 2&1 


wonder "nn 


withthe Deity, and deſcended iincally by the Mother's fide from the holy 

s Achamoth,belov'd of God above a!l men ; and that the Dignity of his tran. 8 1/4 
{cendent nature Gid many times reveal it ſelf by moſt glorious Irradiations 

his Face ſhining with ſuch illuſtrious beams, that they were not able to look 

pon him. 

Dometimes they extoll d his Divine Knowledge, affirming him to have 
attain'da rare Wiſdom-which was never before imparted to any created Be- 
ing: which he receiv'd not by Education, by improvement of Reaſon, 
by reading of Books, by Obſervation, orany ordinary way by w hich com- 
mon men attain their Skill, but by Revelation ; God having ſo far fa- 
vour'd him , that he ſhould not beat the trouble of co.leting Knowledge by 
rational Piſcourles, - but ſhew'd himall things after an intuitive manner in 
F.cſtatick Dreams agd Prophetick Viſions. And they boldly affirm'd that 
God did ſomet.mes tranſÞp9.t him into the Celeſtial Regions , where he ſaw 
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a Things not to a Anonomaſta and Þ Hyper-Urania heard the voice of deep Silence , ſaw the 


be named, 

b Supercelefial 
things. 

Cc Tr1th, 


d Our who apes 
Holy Things. 


infinite meaſures of the 4byſs , number'd the eAZonian Ogdoads, and beheld 


without any amazement the famous TetracZys,who brought with her c Alethia, 
and made her ſhew her ſelf to him without a Veil; and, which was an 
honour not allow'd to Arch-angels , ſaw in the Cabinet of Heaven the ſacred 
Trias with bodily Eyes , from whom he receiv'd the Keyes of thoſe Treaſu- 
ries where the moſt hidden Myſteries are locked up. 

d Hieromimus endeavour'd to juſtifie their Lies ; for, pretending to be 
thus wonderfully illuminated , he told the World that all o!d Dodrins were 
but Fables, decry'd Humane Reaſon as a name of themoſt fallacious Igno- 
rance, condemn'd all Learning as Black Art , reproach'd Books as the Tools 
of Antichriſt, call'd Libraries the Devil's Kitchins , and bad them only a- 
wait the Irradiations of a Light which would ſhine within them if they gave 
obedience to his Precepts, and teach them infallibly , make them Judgesof 
Truth and Falſhood,and render then-unaccountable to others for their Opi- 
nions or Ations. In ſhort, he boaſted that all wh6 were before him had ne- 
ver penetrated ſo much as the Rind of true Wiſdom, but only had read the 
Hiſtory of Truth which they did not underſtand ; but that he was honour'd 
with the Myſtical Light , the Inward Word which doth enlighten all things, 
which God had Centred in him as the Inteliecual Sun , appointed to chaſe 
away the ſhadows of Darkneſs , and to illuſtrate the World with a Spiritual 
ſenſe ; and promis'd toall that follow'd his Dire&ions , that in a little tiwe 


- they ſhould ſee all things, being incompaſs'd with a holy Cloud, and be uni- 


e All wiſdom. 
f 4 Canting 
yerm of the 
Gnoflicks, 


g Impadence, *© 


ted with God by a Divine Ignorance , which ſhould teach them to verifie 
Contradi&ions,and make them one withevery thing which they underſtood. 

To encourage thoſe who would become his Diſciples,he promis'd co give - 
them a Book written by himſelf, which his Scholars called © Pexſophis, but 
which he nam'd fF Faldebaoth , in which he had recorded whatſoever was 
known formerly, or poſſibly to be known in all Ages to come, He boaſted 
alſo of a magnificent Charter which he had receiv'd from Almighty God, 
which contain'd a Grant of ſuch Priviledges as were not before allowed 
to mortal men and that he had: Authority to give them to whom he 
pleas'd. The chief of which was, That ſuch as conform'd to his Diſ- 
cipline ſhould not need the Mediation of our Saviour, ſhould be par- 
don'd without making uſe of the Propittatory Sacrifice of his Death, and 
ſhould have a Diſpenſation from the Obſervance of his Laws, to which 
others are obligd : He having as he -ſaid, receiv'd a Commiſſion from 
God to ſupply the DefeQs of the imperfe& Dodrine of Chriſt , to make 
all things new, and amongſt the reſt a New Teſtament, to reform the 
Auſterity of holy Laws , and to ſave the World , not by Obedience per- 
form'd to ſeyere Rules, but by pleafant Directions, the Relaxation of Sef- 
denial , the Abolitionof the Croſs, and free Conceſſion of Senſual Plea- 
ſures. Beſides this , he told his Proſelytes that they ſhould have an invio- 
table Beauty fix'd upon their Souls, which was no more capable of being 
blemiſh'd with that which is uſually call'd Szz, then Invulnerable perſons can 
be wounded , or Gold loſe its Colour by being caſt into Mud, He was to 
bold alſo as to inſtitutean obſcene Myſtagogy , and call'd it the MethoUt of 
Holineſs, by which only men are capable of preparation for the Society of 
the Perfe& ; and told ſuchas would believe him , that they ſhould not be 
ſen by the Great Judge when he took cogniſance of the wicked Wor'd, 
though they ſtood naked before him,by reaſon of a thick ſhield call'd 8 4ze- 
dea, with which he promis'd to cover them all over, | 
That 
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That Obedience which he requir'd of his Diſciples was to renounce their 

former Knowledge , to recelve his Dicates without Examination, to be 
baptiz'd in his Name, and to renounce convertation with thoſe which were 
not of his Se&, out of which, as he to:d them , there is no Salvati- 
ON. | 
To wake proof concerning the truth of his bo!d Afertions a Aſtriatrus * 99 whe Dr 
was principally imploy'd,, who by his Sk! in Phyfick having done ſome on) = 
ſinall waiters , b Thaumaturgus was order d to cry themup as effets of a Þ One who 
Miraculous power. ©e Phlegon, Famnail and Wwntilla were ſent into the > Coq, 
neighbouring Villages to report Great Cures done upon themſelves, Phlegon © 4n 1ncen = 
faid that Hieromimus had reſtor'd bim from a dead Palſy with breathing £7: 
upon him. Dwintille atfirw'd that ſhe was freed from the  diſtempers, al 
the Falling-ſickneſs only by being in his Company. Fammail proteſted that, 
he was born deaf and dumb,but that fron the jirſt time in which he ſaw Hze- 
romimu be could both ſpeak and hear. As they were met according to a p= 
pointwent one day in a Town not far from Phroneſum , Phlegon diſcourſing oe” 
after his uſual manner , one 4 Pſeudoluwa , formerly a Jugler in * Apateonia, 9 4 Cheater, 
whom they had engag'd to be of their Party , being preſent ; happened tg © Preeipe. 
fall into an extraordinary Paſſion, and having foam'd awhile at the Mouth, 
and ſtrugled after a ſtrange Mode, fel! into a Trance, which the By-ſtanders 
judg'd to be real, becauſe when his Companions prick'd pins into his 
fleſh , he neittftr ſtarted nor ſeem'd to have any feeling. - After ſowe time 
when he came to himſelf , he began witha diſtracted countenance to ſpeak 
ſome Hebrew and Greek Sentences, though what he ſaid was on! 
ſome few words which: he underſtood not , taught him by 4/triatrss. The 
other Aſſociates expreſt other ſymptoms of Ectaſy and Rapture ; for 
Hieromimws his Agents as they travelled had entertain'd Hyſterical Women, 
Men vex'd with Hypocondriack paſſions, Epileprtical perſons, and ſuch as 
Melancholy had made halt mad , who were eaſily caſt into Fits by the cun- 
ning Artifice of their Inſtrucors , andalſo by ſuch Rules as they had learn- 
ed from their own obſervation of their particular Diſtempers. 

Kaving proceeded thus far in their deſign, the next Scene was to terrific 
their Auditors with the fear of Damnation into an Obedience of the Com- 
mands of Hierominus. To efted this f Pandacryon was order'd ina Field, * hat 

. : ? could weep 
where all their Company was aſſembled, to get up into a Tree to preach Re- when ts jlea,'d 
pentance, and threaten deſtruction to ſuch as within two days did nor 
ſubmit themſclves to their new Diſcipline; endeavouring to make them 
belizve that upon the ſecond day following , g Hieromimus ſhould appear g 0e who age; 
in his Princely Robes, as the dreadful Judge of the diſohedient World, #% things. 
Panadacryen gave then a Caſt of his Office before hand ; for in his Maſter's 
name he condemn'd all Churches as Antichriſtian Synagogues , revil'd their 
Paſtors as Hypocrites, and call'd the Diſciples of Azaxanaton Fools,and 
pronounc'd ſuch as continued in their Chriſtian Faith Rebels to the true Sg- 
veraign of the World Hieromimns. 

Whilſt Pandacyyon was making his paſſionate Oration, and had now begun 
to weep, as he pretended, in commiſeration of the obdurate Theoprepians, 
who, except one Þ Theloomens,, were not witch wov'd with his Rhetorick ; Þ Onees/"'y 
: | DE . . '? cheated. 

i Miſoplanu happened to arrive in the place, who having heard of their jone who bare: 
practices betore, and ſeen this laſt piece of their religious Pageantry , call'd bearers, 

to Pandacryon to deſcend from his Pu'pit in theſe words ; Come down , thau 

Crocoatle, dry wp thoſe Hypocritical tears. It ts only in Apateonia where fuch 

Cheaters are believ'd in Theoprepia you muſt expedt to be laugh'd at. I ſhould 
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not trouble my ſelf to talk with thoſe who are [far telow the Capacity of a 
rational Conference , that they deſpiſe all Addreſſes made by others, except 
in the way of Applauſe, and diſdain to ſpeak, except it be to give Law ; 
but that I think it is worthy of a Chriſtian to pity your Folly, and to make 
a charitable confutation of your Erruurs , in hope that you may poſſibly 
be reclaim'd , and toprevent-the dangerous Effects which rhey mult needs 
produce, if they be entertain'd in the minds of thoſe plain people who have 
not ſufficient diſcretion to guard their integrity from the Invaſion of cun- 
hing Cheats. 

Firſt I muſt tell you that you have laid the ſcene of your plot very im- 
properly in Theoprepia. We are not apt to take high pretences for ſtrong 
Reaſons , to admire Impoſtors becauſe they are proud , or to believe Lyes 
becauſe they are boldly affirm'd. Do you think that ye areoblig'd to eſteem 
you a Prophet , becauſe you talk of Revelations ? or to adore you as a Di- 


* 7% Lend of Vine Perſon , becauſe you' were magnified in * Apateonia ? You ſhould ra- 


Dereie, 


' ther have made your journey into a Country which had never heard of 


Simon-Magaus , and ſet up your Stage in ſome Town where Moxtanue was 
never nam d , or the Ewchytes. You might do well totalk of Raptures to 
ſuch as know not what Boaſts every Poet uſes to make of the Muſes In- 
ſpirations, to thoſe who have not read the Story of Ariſteds , who never 
heard of Mznes his Cave, or the Valley of Egeria, who were never told 
of Lycurgws his journey to Delphos, Sertorius his Doe, or Mahomet's Pigeon. 
You are miſtaken to think that you have brought us any ſtrange News : we 
are acquainted not only with the Hiſtory of the old Gzeſticks and the Pagan 
Enthuſiaſts , but alſo of Neoterick mad-men ; the 4lumbrads's of Spain, the 
Darviſei of Turkey, the Fanaticks of France, the Nicolatans of Germany, 
and the Impoſtors of Holland ; who pretended both to ingroſs Illumination, 
to monopolize Charity, and incloſe the Spirit of God from all the reſt of 
the World to themſelves, when they did only hedge a Cuckow of their 
own breeding within the bounds of their particular Sec. I wonder how 
you came to think that the World is grown ſo ſtupid, that it would eafily 
entertainall the wild Imaginations of hot Brains for Revelations of the Di- 
vine Will , and ſo miſtake the irrational ſuggeſtions of every arrogant Spirit 
for thoſe holy Beams which ſhine from the Light within , which every be- 
holder is bound to follow. You may poſſibly perſwade thoſe to be in love 
with your Ecſtatical Paſſions, who had rather be Mad than in their Wits ; 
and make ſuch believe that your Extravagances are Divine Efforts, who 
never heard of the Triennial Orgiay's of Bacchus , the Fanatick Verſes, En- 
thuſuaſtick Dreams , and wild Furies of the Corybantes;, and by your Art; 
make thoſe tremble who by Nature and Education are but too much inclin'd 
to Panick fears. But you muſt know that the Theoprepians are not ſo fooliſh- 
ly in love with #ra»ſported Thoughts and ecſtatical Aﬀedtions as you imagine, 
and that they do exceedingly deſpiſeall Enthuſiaſtical Raptures in compari- 
ſon of a humble Faith and fincere Vertue , that they place them infinitely ke- 
low the free uſe of ſober Reaſon, and eſteem thoſe poſſeſt withan high de- 
gree of Madneſs already, who look upon Alienationof Mind as a thing 
deſirable , and equal them to ſuch as prefer the tremulous wotion of a Pa- 
ralytick Arm before the ſteady quietneſs of an healthful Temper. 

Muſt we admire thoſe Actions as Divine Efleds in you , which we know 


| to be the common Prodnds of natural Cauſes , and trouble thoſe who are 


deſtitute of a good Health whether they will or no? Who knows not ro 
what various diſturbances Melancho!ick perſons are ſubject , agd how that 
| | Noxtous 
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Noxious humour , when It grows predominant , tranſports men into ſtrange 
Thoughts and extravagant Afiedtions ; eſpecially if it be keighten'd artif- 
cially by walking 1n thady Groves or ſolitary Valleys, by ticting in dark 
Caves, or by Converſation with thoſe who are apt to affright the timorous 
with wild countenances , gattly looks , bo:d threatnings , and other myſtical 
devices ? Since this temper produceth the ſame Effects in Religions as It 
doth in other inſtances,ſhall we wonder that ſome of you call your ſelves 4n- 
gels,when others upon as ſ11ghe a ground think themſelves Wolves? Why may 

not diſtraced Zclots pronounce themſelves eMeſsia's , when crack-brain'd 

Footmen have thought themſe:ves Emperours ? A vehement Intention of 
wind, to which this Temper is apt, doth eaſily breed an Ecſtatical paſſion ; 
and when the Phancy is once engag'd by this potent deluſion , men believe 
they ſee and hear what was never ſpoken or made viſible. Thus Phrenetick 
perſons ſee Men , Horſes and Armies in the Clouds, hilft they walk in 

the fields, as lick people do the ſhapes of living creatures upon-white walls, 
when they lye in their beds. Yet you require an Approbation of your Fol- 
lies from others , and command them to dance proportionably to the height 
or lowneſs of your whimſical Muſick ; though they know the reaſons of 

'our Diſtewper , and have obſerv*d what ludicrous, and ſometimes aboini- 
nable efleGs, have been produc'd by your miſtakes. The diſturb'd Melan- 
choliſt no:4:cing able to diſtinguiſh between an abus'd Phancy , ſolid Rea- 
ſon, and Divine Inſpiration, whilſt a dark Cloud hovers over his Imagina- 
tion , doth uſually exerciſe Repentance, and takes the Paroxyſms of a Fla- 
rulent Diſtemper for deep Mortifications ; and as the Darkneſs increaſes, 
fa!s into tears , and makes many Tragical exprefſions of Grief, as if he ſaw 
more now then he did before. So Children hide their heads within their 
bed-cloths, though they ſee nothing , when they have affrighted themſclves 
with the ſhapes of Devils pourtray'd only in their Phancies. When the 
ſtorm is blown over, the Penitent ſeems to be poſſeſt of heavenly Joys by 
the return of a Divine Spirit ; when it is only a change of bodily temper, 
which might be rais'd much higher, even to exceſſive laughter and wild dan- 
cing , by theapplication of a Tarantala. When this fick Phancy is joyn'd 
with a Feveriſhheat , then the impotent Soul is fill'd with a Divine ardor ; 
and if it have formerly entertain'd diſcontents againſt the preſent Powers, 
it blaſphemes Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Orders, and thinks it ſelf inflam'd 
with a ho'y Zeal , when it is only ſet on fire partly with a helliſh Malice , 
partly with aduſt Spirits. When this temper is woleſted with proud defires, 
the Ambition quickly diſcovers it ſelf in a vaſt ſcorn of others; and thoſe 
who are infeſted with it proclaim themſeives Kings, Prophets, or Popes, or 
all theſe; as it happened in the Peruvian Door wention'd by 4cofta. If 
it happen that their waking Phancies are confirm'd by noGurnalDreams,they 
are abundantly ſatisfied of the truth of their Errors ; though many times they 
tell their Accomplices in the Evening, what they ought to dream in the nigh, 
and divulge the next day. . 

Whilſt theſe thingsare thus managd , ſome By-ſtanders , who are proper- 
ly diſpos'd by an cafie Faith, are uſually catch'd with Deluſion , and then 
the Enthuſiaſt begins to think himſelf ſome great Thing ; though a Liar way 
as well conclude that he ſpeaks true, becauſe ſome believe him. The Con- 
tagion of Error 15a. common thing, and moſt modern miſtakes may eaſily ke 
parallePd by Examples which have been produc in all Ages. The multi- 
' tudes of abus'd people ſignifienothing in point of aſſurance concerningTruth 

to ſuch as have heard of the nox1ous Phrenſy of Cybele's Prieſts , the ſtrange 
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humour of the Mzlefian Virgins, the general madneſs of the Abaerites, and 
the Deluſion which did ſo ſoon and ſogenerally ſeizeupon the Paphlagonians 
by the contrivance of ,Alexanaer and his Aſliſtants, It is a mean excuſe for 
choſen Delirations to ſay that othersare infected as well as our ſelves: hows 
ever fantaſtical Prophets, being animated with the ſucceſs of their Plots 1 p= 
on their fooliſh Proſelytes, rake confidence, and think they are ſufficientiy 
warranted by the rnber of thoſe that believe them , to apPear as Judges of 
- thediſſenting World ; and being poſle(s'd with the narrow loveof their own 
dear Herd , pretend that 2s an authority for the hatred which they expreſs 
- againſt others as wicked Unbelievers ; and the whole Party being infected 
with that Arrogance which 18 incident to all little Sets, they juſtific their 
Schiſm by condemning the Church, andexcuſe their Pride with Malice. 
You would have been apt to wonder at the cold Reception which you find 
in Theoprepta, if 1 had not ſhewed you the cauſes of our Incredulity : And 
I muſt tell you further , Hizeromimus , that we have more reaſon to be ama- 
zed at your Arrogance , then you have to adwire our Unbelicf: and I am 
apt to think that you would not fo eaſily have entertain'd great thoughts of 
your ſelf , if you had not look'd upon us as Fools, who would take mens 
ſtrong Appetites for Impulſes of God's Spirit, andgive Faith ro Wanderers 
becauſe they are ſtrongly deluded with Self-conceits. I confeſs I wonder 
how you became ſo preſumptuous as to ſuppoſe that we are ſo ſtupidly cre- 
dulous, as to believe every man that ſays he came from God ; who keſides 
his Boldneſscan ſhew us no reaſon to think ſo. If you pretend to be ſent by 
God upon a Divine Meſſage , you ought to produce your Letters Credenti- 
al. What Miracle have you done fince you came into this Country ? What 
Blind man have you cur'd with a Word? What Lame man have you re- 
ſtor'd to the uſe of his feet by commanding him to walk ? Whom have you 
. rais'd fromthe Dead by Prayer ? You fay you are Commiſſionated from 
Heaven to ſhew us the true way of Happineſs, and boaſt of Authority to 
give us Laws in God's name, and fo to rule our Faith and Obedience ; but 
this being a matter ſutable to Ambition , you may very well give us leave 
to demand afſurance that you are ſuch as you pretend to be, leſt we fooliſh- 
ly ſubmit our ſelves to Impoſtors. It is well known that Divine Revelation 
1s one of thoſe things which have been often Counterfeited , and that Mira- 
culous Power hath been falſly imitated. Would you have us think thoſe lit- 
tle tricks which your Accomplices have perform'd, to be the Supernatural 
Prodnas of Omnipotence, and to come near the nature of Miracles , which 
may not only be equall'd, but exceeded,by very ordinary Artiſts? You are 
much miſtaken in the profeſſion of Enthuſiaſm; for you manage it ſo poor- 
ly , that you come far ſhort of the Attainments of your Predecefſors. You 
ſhould have invented ſomething before you came hither which would out- 
doe Fannes his Serpent, Alexander's Egge, and Pſaphow's Birds. 

Ir is your unhappineſs not to have met with people who would believe 
what you ſay at a cheap rate of proof, You wou!'d have made rare ſport 
among thoſe who, not knowing the cauſe of Eclipſes, might have been 
perſwaded to think you could darken the Sun with a Charm ; and who, be- 
ing ignorant of the reaſons of the Moon's Illumination , might have reve- 
renc'd as Prophets the foretellers of the time of the Nowi-luninm ; and have 
made a rare advantage of a Summer's ſeaſon , by inducing Fools to believe 
that you can teach Cows to divineconcerning Weather , and foreſee Storms, 
having known before that they will wake wild excurſions when they pers- 
ceivea different temper of Air by an alteration in their todies. The filly 
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Indian would adore you, who wonder'd that a Letter could diſcover how 
many figs he ſto:e of thoſe which he carried to his Maſter's friend , though 
he hid ic under a ſtone whil(t he devoured them. You might have perform'd 
rare exploits by carrying with you a Bedlam or two, who could endure to 
have pins thruſt into theirarms ; ora Lacedemoniax Boy , who would laugh 
while he was whipp'd: for without doubt they would have thought that 
you had render'd them invulnerable by your Divine Art. But much more 
might you raiſe your expeRation concerning you,if you would tranſport one 
or two Laplanders , and beſides their Ecſtatical Trances , let them ſee the 
Iron Frogs hop upon their eMagical Drums. You might alſo make ſuch 
people believe, that it is by Celeſtial Inſpiration that Women in a dark night 
do ſometimes riſe out of their bed in their Sleep, walk down little ſtairs, 
and go over narrow bridges ; whilſt you boldly affirm that it is not poſſible 


it ſhould be done otherwiſe , without open eyesand clear light. You may 


perſvade them alſoafter the ſame manner that Epilepſies are Raptures ; and 
that ſuch as die of an Apoplexy do only ſuffer an Apotheoſis. 

But the defect of your Knowledge in natural Conſequences, except in 
thoſe Inſtances which are vulgarly known, will hinder you from the reputa- 
tion either of Prophets or Magicians in Theoprepia; and we will be content 
to be eſteem'd Unbelievers, becauſe you are dull Artiſts. However I cannot 
but take notice of one uſeful Device which you have excogitated, which is, 
that you deny leave to your Auditors to examine your Principles; juſt ac- 
cording to the manner of thoſe who, having a mind to put off Counterfeic 
Coin, do vilifie the uſe of. Touch-ſtones. You deſpiſe Learning , becauſe 
it demonſtrates your Ignorance : whilſt you burn Libraries, you divulge 
your fear of Books already written; and when you write more , you re- 
veal your Hypocrifie : for ſometimes you ſay that all writings are needleſs, 
and for the moſt part pronounce them hurtful ; and yet the Preſs cannot be 
quiet for your Non-ſenſical ſcribling. Whilſt you ſcatter your Pamphlets 
in the Streets, you abandon the ſufficiency of that famous Principle , which 
ſome call the Light within. And now I have nam'd that Internal Light , I 
muſt add ſomething more concerning it to prevent Cavils. It is true, the 
Inward Light, which is more properly called Reaſon , or, The ability of our 
Minds to underſtand , doth make us capable of Converſe with God ; unto 
this Principle he applies himſelf, for he doth not teach Stones; and if ir 
were not for the Light within, we could know nothing without us: But our 
Minds are capable of Guidance , and our Knowledge of Improvement from 
many things without Þs ; and in Divine Matters we have a great neceſſity to 
be inform*d by the Holy Scriptures. That this is true, is ſufficiently mani- 
feſt, in that Pretenders are not able to ſpeak of Religion but in words bor- 
rowed from theſe writings ; and whilſt they perverſly abuſe the Notions 
which they receive from hence,and talk againſt Outward Light , they ſpeak 
diſingenuouſly againſt Chriſtianity in Scripture-phraſes, and ſhoot mali- 
ciouſly at our Saviour with Arrows ſtoln out of his own Quiver. By neg- 
le&ing thoſe External helps which you unworthily vilifie,you are fallen into 
ſuch a groſs miſtake , that under pretence of Inward Illumination you pro- 
nounce your ſelves Infallible in what you think, and Unaccountable for what 
you ſay ; and being warranted only by Ignorance, make bold to obtrude 
up2n the World the irrational ſuggeſtions of your own diſturd'd Spirits, 
and, for want of due examination, take your ſtrong Appetites for Divine 
Impulſes, and wild Phantaſins for heavenly Revelations. 

Beſides this, 1 wult alſo tell you that you are viſibly mark'd with the 
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known ſign of Impoſture , and ſo do plainly diſcover whence you came a- 
painſt your Wills; that 15,the Irreverent Expreſſions by which you caſt diſko- 
nour upon our Seviour's Perſon,and thoſe fooliſh Alluflons by which you have 
diſparag'd his Do&rine.You would have us think meanly of his Incarnation, 


* who after he was born prov'd himſelf to be God manifeſt in the fleſh ; and 
exhort us to ſlight his Interceſſion , by whom only we have Acceſs to the F- 


ternal Father ; and do ingratefully underyalue his Death , who ſhed his 
bloud for the Remiſſion of our fins ; and disbelieve his Reſurre&ion and 
Aſcenſion , which is our aſſurance of Immortal Life. Unworthy men! Do 
you deſire to be regarded who ſpeak contemprtibly of that Divine Prophet? 
Shall we think well of you who deſpiſe the Grace of Heaven which Ange's 
wonder at ? and reproch the Eternal Prieſthood of God's Son, who is wade 
an Advocate after the Order of an Endleſs Life to plead the cauſe of Peni- 
cent Sinners, and negleing humble Faith in God through his Mediation, de- 
ſert your Savigur, whilſt you admire the folly of every arrogant Whifer. 
Your Predeceſſors endeavour*'d long ſince to Allegorize the Perſon of 
Chriſt into themſelves , to expound his Sermons out of their genuine mean- 
ing into their own myſtical Non-ſenſe, to evacuate his moſt glorious Actions 
into Metaphors, and by all to transform the higheſt Truth into vain Simili- 
tudes ; perſwading the World to believe, That the Hiſtorical Verity is but 
the Oldneſs of the Letter , and that the Nativity , Reſurrefion, Aſcenſion, 
and Return of our Saviour to Judgment , are to be conſtruedafter the man- 


\ nerof efſop's Fable; into nſeful Morals , and that they were intended only 
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to declare what is to be done in us by way of Allufion, 

O God ! * Hieromimus,What can you hope to make of the Myſtery of the 
Goſpel, when you have rendred the Hiſtory contemptible ? What diſho- 
nour have you offer'd to the moſt ebedient Death of our Saviour , when in- 
ſtead of that PropitiatoryOblation preſented to the Eternal Father, you have 


. reducditonly toan equality with the Sacrifice of a Sheep, and bid us un- 


derſtand no wore by it then that is a lively Emblem of Death, and ſo have 
vainly takenaway the greateſt Argument by which we can be perſwaded to 
undertake that which you ſay we ought to do ? All your Motives taken from 
henice, if you uſe ay , areonly Reſemblances of an Hiſtory which you un- 
dervalue. Is not God's acceprance of Chriſt's obedient Death the hope of 
our Pardon ? and is not the Love of our Saviour, whilſt he died for our Sins, 
the great Perſwaſive of Mortification ? Is not the ReſurreRion of that great 
Prophet the Confirmation of our Faith in his DoGrine , when he aſſur'd ir 
with ſuch a Miracle ? and doth not his Aſcenſion prove to us the certainty of 
in Immortal State , and encourage us by Obedience to his Precepts , and 
Conformity to his Exemplary Life,to prepare our ſelves for it ? Whilſt you 
pervert this Relation by ſome phraſes miſapply'd , you reproch the Goſpel 
in its own language , and inſtead of Chriſtian Religion endeavour to thruſt 
upon the World a few Poetical Alluſions , make the Goſpel of our Saviour 
2 Romance , offer us for ſolid Food Muſhroms , and make his moſt nob'e 
ARtions ſcarce ſomuch as an Example , and ſome of them a Lie, and ſo teach 
men to reje& ſober Senſe, and their own greateſt Concernments , for the 
vanity of Cafiting Terms. Did our Saviour aſcend into Heaven on'y Me- 
raphorically?and ought he to be crucified in us too as well as upon theCroſs? 
For ſhame grow wiſer , and for fear continuenot to wrong one who 1s very 
able to puniſh you. If the Infidel World do not give credit to that excel- 
lent Story being ſer down in its own Native truth , what will they do when 
you have turn'd it into a Fable? If wicked fouls deny it in their Works, 
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will you overturn it in Words ? [f Hypocrices do not obey it as they 
ſhould, will you convert them with Blaſphemy ? 

By this, added ® M:ſoplanus, you may ſee not only the Ineffecualneſs of aone whe hates 
your preſent Endeavours, butalſo the Impoſſibility of accompliſhing any cbrater.. 
Deſign which you can lay for the future in Theoprepia. You doas vainly at- 
tempt to level our Saviour with your Mock-Prophet, as the arrogant Frog 
endeavour'd to fwell her ſelf to the Proportion of an Ox ; and do fooliſhly 
propound your Enthuſiaſm to be embraced by thoſe , who know that wild 

Raptures difter as much from Divine Revelation as Parſley doth from 


Hemlock. 

When Miſoplanus had ſaid this, he deſired Þ Hieromimus , < Thelgomenus, ph wn = th 
and one or two more of his Companions, to go with him to his houſe, c one cajly 
where he deſired to talk ſome things with him privately. Hzeromimus was a2. 
unwilling to accept of the Invitation; but at the entreaty of Thelzomenns, 
who was one of his half-Converts, he was perſwaded tg it. When they 
came thither , Miſoplanus carried Hieromimns and Thelgomenus into a Turret 
which was upon the top of his houſe , from whence he had a fair Proſpe& of 
the Country , and alſo of the City Phroneſiwm. Whilſt they were diſcour- 
ſing of the beautiful Scituation of this houſe, a Pigeon of that ſort which is 
call'd Carriers came flying to Miſoplanus, and brought a little piece of Paper 
roll'd up in her Bill , which ſhe deliver'd and flew away. Hrieromimns won- 
der'd at this Accident , for he knew not that there were ſuch Birds. Miſo- 
planus open'd the paper and found theſe words written upon it, Hzeromimues 
7s an Impoſtor. This increas'd his admiration ; and as he was conſidering the 
ſtrangeneſs of. that which had happen'd , his Amazement was ſuddenly 
heighrned ; for he heard a voice in the Air which five or ſix times together 
repeated theſe words, Repent, Hieromimus, Repent. The truth is, there 
was a neighbouring Eccho , which was ſo rarely fram'd by a natural Art, 
that it would very often repeat any ſhort ſentence; and Mzſoplanus having 
plac'd one behind a Rock, who unſeen pronounc'd the words which the Ec- 
cho reverberated with a diſtin& ſound , Hieromimus took it for a voice from 
Heaven , Thelgomenus trembled for fear, and defircd that he might go down. 
You ſhall, ſaid Miſ#planns : but not returning the ſame way by which they 
came up, he ledthem through a Room which was artificially darken'd , ha- 
ving only one little hole lJefr open through which the light was permitted to 
enter , with a glaſs plac'd before it : and whilſt one of Mzſoplanas his Ser- 
vants held a large ſheet of white paper at a fit diſtance from the hole, there 
appeared upon it a lively repreſentation of a dreadful Spectre, as Hierom!- 
mus and Thelgomenus ſuppos'd ; but it was only the ſhadow of a wan with 
an ugly Vizour upon his face, dreſs'd up in the form of a Satyr, with a hairy 
Skin, two horns, andcloven feet, who walk'd in the Court before the 
houſe , and by this Artifice was ſhew'd within. Thelgomenus ran down the 
ſtairs ina great fright, thinking it was the Devil. Mzſoplanus , not know- 
ing what ill effe& his fear might produce , went after him , and ſo did his 
Servant. Hieromimus being left alone, becauſe he could not readily find 
the way out , began to beafraid that the Devil would murther him in the 
dark, and cry'd out for help ; which he preſently receiv'd by the return of 
Miſoplanus his Servant. When they were all come down, Mziſoplanus , 
being willing to let them underſtand their Ignorance, call'd for the Pigeon 
which brought the paper, and inform'd them how he contriv'd the other 
pieces of their Delnfion. 

Hieromimys mach enrag'd with this affront went to his Lodging, pronoun- 
Aa 2 cing 
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a One who ,, Cing many Curſes againſt ® Miſoplanus, and, ſeeing his hopes overthrown in 
i _ * The oprepia, departed privately toT heriagene. b Jackleyd was taken and pur 
Leyden. to death, for inciting the Theopreptans to Rebellion. © Farmmail was whip- 
© James Nai- rd , for arrogating to himſelf Divine Attributes ; and being pur with bis 
. fellow-Mad-men into Bedlam , was order'd to ſtay there till he ſhould fo far 

' yeturn to his Wits,as to be able to underſtand that he was bur an ordinary 

d Auincendia- Mortal. D avizeor, F Pblegon, c Aſtriatrus , f Thaumaturgus , and the reſt, 
2 ne who 43. made an Eſcape into 8 Apateonia : Only the two She-Lacquayes having poſ- 
vines by the (ef d themſelves with ſtrong apprehenſions that they were deſtin'd to con- 


Stary. vert the Mahumetans , and to reform the Pope, went one to b Turcopelis, and 


f One wutho "64G FS 
works ſerming the other to i Sceprreollrs. | 
by yen | Whilſt the Company were aimoſt weary with laughing at this ridiculous 


Cs. --— Story, and were giving many thanks to k Amerimnus for making the Rela- 
h Conſtanti- tjonof it, a Gentleman came from Lyſander , to let the King know that the 
oy = Army defign'd for Therzagene was come to the Rendezvous at 1 Nanpattns, 
k0ne free from which was the chief Port in Theoprepia , and that he had pur the greateſt 
COEIT: part of the Souldiers aboard the Ships appointed for the Voyage. I am 
bill Ships in. very glad of 1t ſaid m Theoſevins , and , ſince the wind is fair , we will looſe 
m A WoſhiÞ- ng opportunity; it may pollibly hold good till we arrive at Theriagene. Or- 
op) Romy of ders being given to the Court to remove with all poſſible ſpeed to Navpatt- 
Truth, 5, Theofebins and n Alethien, with the reſt of their noble Companions , Ce- 
voted the next day to ſolemn Prayers, which they made publickly to Al- 

mighty God withan humble Earneſtneſs,and declar'd that the Vicory which 
they deſir'd did not depend upon the Courage of Men , but the mercy of 
God ; and the day after they began their Journey towards theSea-ſide. The 

o Charity, O©mueen, the Princeſs o p 5 , and the other Ladies, entertain'd no ſmall - 
Apprehenſions for their Friends, who were going to try the hazards of War, 

whoſe Events are alwayes doubtful ; bur placing their hopes in Gods Aſ- 

- fiſtance of a moſt juſt Cauſe they rook their departure with a ſubmiſſive 

p 4 Rideemer Quierneſs. As ſoon as they arriv'd at Nanpattus 9 A Council of War be- 


9p "9 oF in held, at which were preſent both the Kings , Bentivelio and his Brother, 
P 


Falſhoed. yſander, « Miſopſeudes, « Philalethes, 1myntor, * Sympathus, v Ariftander, 
r Aloveref , Paſiphilus, and ſome others ; it was reſolv'd that they ſhould endeavour to 
hy ſurprize y Hypponyx the principal Haven of Thertagene, which was ſo call'd 
{ A Helper Prize ppony P I wWene, C 


t owwho becauſe the Form in which it was built reſembled the Figure of a Horſes 
pities _ hoof. 
2 EIA The Prince of Theoprep7a ſail'd in the Admiral, being accompanied with 
x A Friend t®* 4/othion, Bentivolio and Myſopſeudes ; Lyſander commanded the Vice- 
wa "7. bf, Admiral , Paſiphilus the Rere-Admiral ; other Gallant men poſſeſſing the 
y Horſes hoef: 6h | | 
reſt of the Ships according to the King's appointment. They weigh» 
ed Anchor the next day , and the wind continuing fair they came within ve 
Leagues of Hipponyx about four of the clock inthe Afternoon. But then the 
wind turn'd, and blowing with a ſtiff gale, the Fleet, according to the ex- 
ample of their Admiral, came to an Anchor ; by which means they were 
z 41 4nti-ged, diſcover'd by the Hipponyians,and he that commanded the Town for 2 4z- 
tithews immediately prepar'd to put it intoa poſture of defence. A Signal be- 
ing given , the Commanders of the ſeveral Ships went aboard the Admiral, 
where it was reſol'vd that a Shallop ſhould be ſent off with a Herauld to 
ſummon Hzpponyx to yield up the Port to Alethion , and to offer a Pardon to 
ſuch as were willing to return to their Obedience to their lawful Sovere) 
The ſight of the white Flag upon the Prow of the -Shallop was a great Jo 


to the Hippenyitians, for the whole City was put inte a great Conſternation 


by, 
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by the Arrival of ſuch a great Fleet ar ſo near a diſtance ; and all the Inha- 
bicants, except ſome few , would willingly have accepted of Alethion's gra- 
clus Propoſition , but that a Atheophilus the Governour, in whom Antithews « 4loer of 
had plac'd noſwall confidence, as 1n his moſt faithful friend , prevented the 4***. 
deciararion of their [ncentions, by ſwearing that he would inmediately kill 
him that ſhould dare to ſpeak of a Surrender. The Herauld returning , and 
having declar'd the Governour's Anſwer , the Princes reſolving to purſue 
their intentions with ſpeed , order d that the ſame night a convenient num- 
ber of Shallops attended with four Frigots ſhould ſtorm the two Forts 
which were built upon each ſide of the River to ſecure the entrance of the 
Haven. 

The Ships deſign'd for this ſervice being committed to the condu@ of 
d Ariflender, © Chariftion,® Amyntor and © Synpathiws ; Bentivolio, ® Miſop- b 4 very good 
ſeudes,Þ Panaretns and b Philalethes reſoly 'd to accompany them in this fer- -- 76 ES 
vice. They fill'd ſome of the Shallops with Fagots to throw into theTrenches, "og 
and Ladgers to ſcale the Works : and having underſtood that the paſſage 4 4 Helper. | 
into the Haven was ſecur'd by the Hulls of old Barks faſtned together with © made 
Chains , they appointed ſome Veſſels with Souldiers furniſh'd with: Axes F 4 Harer of 
ro looſen the Chains and break the Bridge, and provided two Fire-boats _— 
to burn the Barks. After the Signal given by a great Gun they weigh'd An- h 2 town of 
chor, and making ſeveral boards they arriv d at the Mouth of the Haven a- 7*he 
bout an hour before day. 

Ariſtandey , who was accompanied with Bentivelio, landed his men, 
who were deſign'd to attaque the North Fort, as Chariſtion and Panaretus 
did on the other fide ; and in the mean while eMz:ſopſendes, Amyntor and 
Philalethes , in ſeveral Veſſels fill'd with Marriners and Souldiers , ſet upon 
the chain'd-bridge. i Atheophilus had plac'd his beſt men in the Forts, know- i 4 Lovw of 
ing that if they were loſt , be ſhould not only grant his enemies a free en- 4tbiit#;, 
trance into the Maven , but alſo receive great annoyance from the Guns 
which were planted upon them. His Souldiers welcom'd the Theoprepiaens, 
with their Canon ; and when by the noiſe which they made as they march'd 
they perceiv'd that they wereat a convenient diſtance, they ſaluted them 
with Muſquet-ſhot, giving themnotice with flaſhes of dreadful light where 
they might find their Enemies. This did nothing amaze the Theoprepians, 
for they went boldly on ; and though the Bullets whizz'd over their heads, 
and ſometimes lodg'd themſelves in their bodies,they came up cloſe to their 
Works; and having caft in their Bavins, and yet finding the Trenches not 
fill'd up, they threw themſelves into the water, and ſwam over , being en» 
courga'd to it by the generous example of Bertivelio and Ariftander ; and 
having plac'd their Ladders began to ſcale the Fort. As they went up, they 
from above knock'd then! down with Stones, which made ſome of them wn+ 
able to per up again. Bextivolio to prevent that diſcouragement which might 
poſſibly have happen'd to the Souldiers from this manner of oppoſition, 
commanded them to cover their heads with long Faggots carried by two 
men, one at each end ; which made them ſome defence. Having ſer his 
foot upon a Ladder,he receiv'd the ſame falutation with his Companions by 
the blow of an heavy ſtone upon his ſhoulder , which would poſſibly have 
leſſened a weak courage, but it increas'd his; for going up readily, and 
calling to thoſe who were next him to follow him , notwithſtanding all 
the Reſiſtance which the Enemy could make, he got to the top ; and having 
ſlain thoſe who made a vain attempt to hinder his entrance , he gave his 
followers a more eaſie Acceſs. Ariſiaxder ſucceeded as happily in his attempt 


upon 
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upon the other ſide of the Fort. And now the dreadful Image of Peath 
grew viſible with the firſt Appearances of Light ; for the Souldiers inclos'd 
in the Fort hoping ſor no ſafety but by the Expulfion of their Enemies , and 
they reſolving to take it or die, both parties produc'd mortal Effeds of a 
great Courage ; whilſt they gave teſtimonies of their ſtrong defires. Beyx- 
7ivolio hewing out his way to a place where he perceiv'd the Captain of the 
Fort to wake ſofhe of his Companions fall by his Sword , being inrag'd 
with Love and grief, gave him ſuch a blow upon the head, that he cut 
through his Helmet and cleav'd his skull. Ariſftander with the ſame ſort of 
valiant Actions forc'd himſelf a paſſage from the other fide into the midſt of 
the Forr , where meeting with his friend they deſtroy'd ſo many with an in- 
vincible Courage, that thoſe few which were yet unkill'd, being utter] 
diſcourag'd by the loſs of their Captain and the gallantry of their Aſſailants, 
threw down their Arms and ask'd for Quarter, In this ſervice the Theopre- 
a 4viryged pians loſt not many ; the moft conſiderable was * Ariſtander's Lieutenant, 
—_— who was ſlain by the Captain of the Fort at the top of his Ladder. Ari- 
ſtander was wounded in the right cheek, and Bertivolio , beſides the blow 
upon his ſhoulder, receiv'd athruſt in his left ann. 
þ A Helper: In the mean while » Amyator, © Miſopſewaes and 4 Philalethes attaqued 
c A Hater of the Bridge. Thoſe who were ſet to guard it perceiving their approach, pro- 
F alfed. p * vided to defend themſelves, and gave fire to their Muſquets, as if they 
aaas. TJ had intended to make Pay with the light which was darted fron) the Mouths 
of their Guns : Bur ſhooting ar a venture , their firſt Vollies had no very 
pernicious effe&,neither did they hinder the Theoprepians from approaching 
the Bridge: for Amyntor and Miſopſeudes faſtened their Shallops to it with 
hooks ; and Philalethes , who had the command of the Fire-boats, lock'd 
them to their Barges notwithſtanding all that the Enemy could do to hinder 
him, and leaving the Combuſtible matter to perform its own office , went 
to another place which was not yet aſſaulted by his Companions ; and ha- 
ving mounted the Bridge , ſecur'dan Aſcent for two more of his friends : 
and whilſt they wade their Swords give a dreadful teſtimony to their Ene- 
mies , that their coming thither was to their extreme diſadvantage, a nu- 
merous company of hold Souldiers ruſhing unpetuoufly upon them forc'd 
him into his Boat, and -his Companions mto the water. Miſopſendes and 
Amyntor , after wany Repulſes and ſome wounds, made good their ſtand- 
Ing upon the Bridge , and forc'd many of their Enemies into that ſide of the 
y" por ap wirg River which was next to * Hipponyx , and repell'd thoſe who endeavour'd to 
* ſupply their rooms with fuch irreſiſtible blows, that the T; m——_ had 
opportunity to mount themſelves upon the Bridge without much difficulty; 
which when they had aſcended, they requited thoſe who help'd them up 
with the effedts of ſuch a gallant Courage, that they made the Hipponyttians 
ſeek defence for themſelves by running towards the Forts which were built 
AE ff upon each ſide of the Haven. It felt out unluckily for £ Philalethes : for he 
having again recovered the Bridge with ſome of his Men , was by the impe- 
tuous violence of the affrighted multitude driven a good way along the 
Bridge, and by the irreſiſtibleneſs of their wild Motion was at laſt thruſt off 
into the Water, being accompanied with many others , who having puſh'd 
off thofe who were before them , were alſo carried off themſelves by ſuch as 
were behind them. Phzlalethes , and his Companions were forc'd to ſave 
their lives by ſwimming to their Boats. Bur this miſchance turn'd to their 
advantage;for they had ſcarce recover'd their Shallops before theFire-boats, 
doing the Execution to which they were deſign'd, ſer on fire that part of the 
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Bridge to which they were faſtned , and the Granado's breaking deſtroy'd 
wany of thoſe who were upon it. {i->ſe who yet kept the Bridge being 
purſued by the Vidorious courage of * Amyntorand b Miſopſendes; had only a 4 weper. 
- left them the liberty of a miſerablechoice\ either to dye by their Enemies b -4 Hater « 
Swords, t0 ſtay in the Fire, or to leap into the Water : And yet they were PORnnrs 
ſoon depriv'd of power to make any election ; for Phrlalethes joyning with 
thoſe gallant men who were deſign'd to looſen the Chains that tied rogether 
the parts of the Bridge,help'd them to put a ſpeedy end to that undertaking; 
and having with ſome of his Compantons boarded ſeveral diſunited Veſſels, 
they quickly diſpolle(s'd the Hippony&#ians by throwing them into the wa- 
ter, and ſo made themſelves Maſters of thoſe ſcatter'd pieces of the Floating 
Bridge ; which notwithſtanding they not being able to rule for want of 
Rudders, were forc'd to poas the ſtream was pieas'd to conduct them,and ſo 
were in danger tobe carried away Captives when they had avercome , but 
that ſome of their party perceiving the condition in which they were,made 
towards them, and took them into their Shallops. R,, | 
© Panaretus, * Chariſtion and «© Sympathu imployed themſelves with an _ VertOus. 
: b 4 . a5 A charitable 
equal gallantry in the gaining of the other Fort, which was of a larger Perſon. 
compaſs , and was filled witha deſperate company of Antitheus his Merce- e 4 Compaſi- 
naries; who when the Theoprepians came near the Trench, ſaluted them **"* #** 
with a ſhowre of Stones and Bullets, and were requited with Hand-Gra- 
nado's which the Theopreptans threw into the Fortzwhich though they broke 
ſucceſsfully , and ſtruck pieces of Iron-ſheſls into the faces of fome, and 
the bellies of others , and kill'd many ; yet rather enrag'd then weaken'd 
| theSurvivours , which made the Acceſs more dangerous to their Enemies, 
and the Vicory more doubtful, Paynaretss ſignaliz'd his Valour in this 
Acion, and as he was upon the top of his Ladder , a ſtout Souldier endea- 
vouring to pull oft his Head-piece , Panaretus took hold of his Arm, and 
flung him into the Trench , and having ſettled himſelf inhis Room upon the 
Fort , defended ir againſt innumerable blows, till Sywpathus got up to him , 
and then the Valour of theſe two Valiant Perſons eafily made way for more 
to come up by the death of thoſe who endeavour'd to throw them down. 
Chariſtion did things worthy of himſelf and ſuch Companions : for having 
mounted another part of the Fort, and receiv'd a wound in his breaſt as a 
welcome upon his firſt entrance , he requited it with the death of him thar 
beſtow'd it ; and fighting .with an invincible Courage, eafily made room 
for his friends to come to him, and place themſelves againſt their Ene- 
mics. Now it was that the Hipponyt14#s giving fire no longer , diſputed 
who ſhould have the Fort with the Bur-end of their Muſquets, in which 
mode of ſighting they were 1umitated Þy the Theopreptans ; and both Parties 
did ſoheartily endeavour to exceed oneanother , that the Victory ſeem'd 
toſtanda preat while in an equal diſtance between the Aſſailants and Defen- 
dants. It was ſome benefit to the Theopreptaxs ; that the Darkneſs did nor 
pive leave to their Enemies to take Courage from the knowledge of the leſs 
Number of cheir men ; but making up that defe& with Reſolution, they 
had entred ſo many places at once, that they were not able co reſiſt them 
inall, and did ſo make good the poſſeſſion which they got (though with 
ſwe loſ; of their men) that they drove the Hippony(tians from the Line,and 
encompaſs'd them in the middle of the Fort , ſending death upon them from 
a'l ſides. It wasno ſwall diſcouragement to the Hyppony@ians , that a little 
after the appearance of Tay they diſcover'd that which made then believe. 
that the Light was only beſtow'd upon them to let them ſee the Ruines of 
their 
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their friends upon the Chain'd-Bridge,and Alerhion's Standard plac'd upon 
the oppoſite Fort 3 whereupon the moſt Valiant of chem having ſold their 
lives as dear as they could, the reſt yielded themſelves to the mercy of the 
Thcoprepians, who were now abſolute Maſters of the Forr. 

5+ 46s & * Atheophilus being inform'd of that which had happen'd, and ſenſible of 

AtheiRs, what might probably tollow, reſolv'd to repair his Honour, and to redeem 
this Loſs with the overthrow of the T heoprepian Fleet, which was now un- 
der fail not much above a League from the Forts, or elſe periſh coura- 
giouily in the continuance of his adverſe Fortune. He mann'd all the Ships 
in the Harbour which were fit for his purpoſe, prepar'd his Fire-Parks, and 
weigh'd Anchor : and having a ſide-wind equally advantageous to him with 
his Enemies, made what haſte he could , intending to fight them before they 
came into the mouth of the Haven. When he drew near the Forts , he re- 
ceiv*d unpleaſing ſalutes from the Guns which his Souldiers had loſt,and was 
accoſted in his way with many flaming pieces of the difſolv'd Bridge : for 
rhe unchain'dBarges ſeparated themſelves from one another, 8& being driven 
by the Tide towards the Town, cover'd a great part of the Haven with 
burning wrecks ; whichnot only ſtruck an unſpeakable terrour into thoſe 
who ſtood upon the Shoar , but put the Marrinersand Souldiers into ſome 
apprehenſion at the ſight of ſuch a diſmal Spectacle, and ingap'd them in no 
ſinall care , leſt the ſmoaking Fire-brands ſhould fall foul upon their ſhips, 
and conſume the Fleet before it could get to Sea, 

Atheopbilus digeſting as well as he could theſe ominous Preſages , paſt the 
Forts with his Navy , having only loſt one of his Fire-Ships, which by 
reaſon of ſome errour in the placing of the Combuſtible matter, prepar'd 
for other uſes , was blown up before the time appointed. It was half-flood 
when the Fleets came up together ; and Atheophilas perceiving the Admi- 
ral of the Theoprepians in the Front, made up boldly, and gave her a broad- 
ſide, for which he ſoon receiv'd another ; and after that many more were 
mutually exchang'd , which put the great Bullets through the ſides of each 
others Veſſels. The Commanders of the other Ships diſpoſing themſelves 
on both ſides as they mighe moſt conveniently attaque their Enemies. It 
happen'd that a Chain'd-ſhot from the Theoprepian Admiral cut off Atheophi- 
ns his main Maſt in the middle. He, notwithſtanding this diſcouragement, 
did his beſt to lay the Admiral aboard; which was more eafie for him to 
accompliſh, becauſe ſhe made towards him with equal ſpeed to do as much 
for him. The two Admirals being hook'd together began a moſt terrible 
fight, the Theoprepians with dreadful Shouts preſaging to one another 
a certain Victory. Great holes were made in the ſidesof both the Ships with 
their Canon : the Theoprepians , with a ſtorm of Muſquet-bullets as thick as 
hail, knock*'d down molt of the Souldiers that appear'd on Atheophilys his 
Decks, and boarded his Veſſel. Hewith a Reſerve of ſtout men ruſh'd up- 
on them from the Steerage, and charg'd ſo fiercely , that he kill'd many, 
forc'd ſome into the Sea,and drove the reſt into their own Ship ; whither al- 
ſo he follow*d them , and continued ſuch a cruel fight with Swords and the 
oreat ends of Muſquets , that the bloud ran out of the Water-holes. Both 
the Princes,not having patience to ſee the Artitheans aboard their Ship, flew 
our of their Cabins: and Alethion having eſpied Atheophilus , ran upon him 
with-an unexpreſſiblefury, ſaying, Behold, Atheophilue, this is Alethion, kill 
him, and endear thy ſelf for ever to thy Maſter by the deſtruQion of his moſt 
mortal Enemy. Atheophilzs being a prudent Souldier was aware of his com- 
ing, and aim'da deadly blow at his Head ; which Alethion put by with his 

Arm 
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Arm, and dirededa thruſt, which finding paſſage throughhis Breaſt and his 
Heart both at once , made hin fall down dead among the feer of his Souldi- 
ers. Theoſebivs perceiving the Prince engag'd againſt many of his Enemies; 
made himſelf a paſſage with his Sword , and coming where he was , put 
Alethion out of the danger of their Number by the death of thoſe whom be 
encountred; and having clear'd his own Ship madea ſecond Board npon his 
Egemics, in which he kill'd or threw into the Seaall that were upon 'the 
Decks , inthe Steerage , and in the great Cabin : and commanding his men 
toretire into his own Ship, left thoſe who were in the Gun-room ſhould 
blow them up , he heard a great cry from below , and ſaw ſome came up 
who made him know the reaſon of it, which was, becanſe the Hald was 
full of Water ; and they ask'd for Quarter : which being granted, they 
endeavour'd with che helpof the Theoprepian Mariners to ſtop their Leaks; 
but in a ſhort time perceiving that it was tmpoſſible, unhook'd their Ship, 
and had ſcarce got clear of her before ſhe ſunk down beforetheir faces. 
Whilſt chis Tragedy was a&ing, the other Ships were not idle SpeRa- 
tours, for every one grapied with valiant Enemies : and though the Antirhe- 
ens were ſomething ſtartled with the loſs of their Admiral (for they were 
ſo near as to ſee him ſink) yet they reſolv'd to make it up with their own 
endeavours by the ruine of their Adverſaries ; and though they ſhould hap- 
pen to fail of their defired ſucceſs, yet they purpos'd todie at leaft like men 
of Courage. Bur being over-charg'd with a Valour which tranſcended 
cheirs by as many degrees as the Juſtice of Alethion's Cauſe exceeded thar of 
Antithews , they were worſted : and yet before they ſubmitted to a final con- 
queſt, they made ſuch effe&ual Oppoſition as produc'd a very dreadful Spe- 
Qacle of a Sea-fight ; ſome Ships ſinking by reaſon of incurable Leaks, ſome 
blowing up their Decks voluntarily to unlade their Enemies, and ſome being 
fir'd againſt their wills. The Air was fill'd with the noiſe of Guns, the cries 
of dying Perſons, and the Shouts of Conquerors ; the light of the Day being 
obſcur'd with Clouds of Smoke, and the Sea diſcoulour'd with the bloud of 
Wounded men, and made diſmal with the floating bodies of the ſlain. 


In this fight * Paſiphilus very happily ſhot off the Rudder of the Enemies , , x «4 


Fire-Ship, by which means ſhe was made uſeleſs as to the purpoſe for which all mes. 


ſhe was intended, and carried back upon the Antitheans by the Tide. b Ly- , 
ſander and © Chariftion tdok two of their Principal Ships 5 Benttvolio 4 Mz- Man, 
ſopſeudesand © Panaretas , aſſiſting their reſpeQive friends, chas'd three FT] Heterof 
others into the Harbour , and there compell'd them to ſubmit to mercy. « {4t.verenexs. 


Indeed every gallant Theeprepian, who had the honour of any command that 
day , made himſelf famous with Heroick Actions ; the private Souldiers 
alſo performing things which deſerv'd very high reputation: By which means 
a completeVidory was ſpeedily obtain'd, for all the Antitheans were either 
ſunck or taken, This dreadful Encounter being thus ended; the Conquerors 
atrempted not to enter the Town, but caſt Anchora little within the Haven's 
Mouth, reſolving to givea reſpiteto their weary Souldiers, and to take care 
of the wounded, who were not a few. 

The trembling Hippeny#ians, having ſeen the diſinal iffue of this bloudy 
Engagement , and being deſtitute of their Governour , Souldiers and Cou- 
rage, ſent ſome of their Principal Inhabitants to implore the King's Mercy, 
ancl to offer him the Town. The two Kings and ſo many of the Commag- 
ders az were then together held a Council of War, and concluded that it 
wa: belt toaccept of the ſurrender that was offer'd, and to take poſſeſſion of 
the Town ſpeedily, leſt Antithens ſhould prevent them with ſreſh ſupplies. 
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Accordingly they ſent three thouſand of the moſt unwearied Sou!diers a- 
'Thoar under the cotnmand of Lyſander, to ſecure the Gates,and toſtrengrhen 
' that part of the Town which lay towards Theriagene. The next day they 
\Janded all the wounded men, and took ſuch an eftedual care for their Reco- 
very, that in alittle time they were reſtor'd to their former health. The 

Hippony tians joyning with the Theoprepians, beſtow'd burial upon thofe 
Jes bodies which they found floating in the Haven , or which were caſt 

alhoar by the force of the Tide. 

"After two days they receiv'd the good News of the Arrival of their Shi Þs, 
which were order'd by Theoſevins to tranſport their Horſe , who were com- 
*manded not to et ſail till three dayes after the departure of the other Ships 
from Naupattus. Lyſanaer appointed them to thoſe Quarters which he had 
- 4 a like Prepar'd in and near to 3 Hipponysx the King intending with all convenient 
# Horſes thef ſpeed to march towards b Poliſtherion , where the Intelligence of Alerhjon's 
” = cityof "Arrival, which was ſent by a Courrier, put Ant/theus and bis new Court 
LE into a great diſtraction: for being conſcious to themſelves of the Wrongs 
which they had done , they .fear'd that the time was coming in which they 
ſhould be forc'd to, ſuffer for them ; eſpecially after they heard that the 
Theoprepians had Tubdued their, Fleet , and wace themſelves Maſters of 
 Hipponyx. 

This Alarm made leſs Impreſſion upon the Courage of , Antithexs then 
was expeaed by many both Friends and Enemies ; for notwithſtanding he 
heard that many other Towns beſides Hipponyx , had revolited , and that 
ſome Cities had ſent to ſubmit themſelves to Alethion, yet his Mind ſeem'd 
to grow great proportionaþly to his danger , and he fear'd not to look his 
bad fortune in the face, though ſhe frown'd ſeverely. But knowing that his 
tottering condition needed all poſſible ſupport, he made uſe of all the 
thoughts with which his reſtleſs Mind was fill'd , to direc him what to do. 
He ſummon'd his chief Confidents to meet in his Privy-Chamber ; where 

' having fram'd hisCountenance to exprels an u ndaunted Reſolution, he ſpake 
to them after this manner : The miſchiets which the T. heoprepians have alrea- 
dy done to us to force us to ſecure our fortune by the uſe of Arms, and the 
dangers which they ſtill threaten require that we ſhould ſpeedily enter upon 
this way of defence. We need not diſpute whether it 15 Wiſdom to ven- 
ue boldly » for we muſt either do ſo or loſe alls It were adiſhonourable 
Cowardiſe to abandon our ſelves to ruine, becauſewwe may poſſibly prevent 
it ; neither is there any condition ſo low, but it way be rais'd, if thoſe 
who undertake it have Valour. I have taken care to provide what is requi- 
ſite for our Preſervation both as to Men and Money. You know that the 
Mercenary Army under my command is not inconfiderable for Number; 

and I make no doubt but they will engage boldly in this Service , becauſe, 

being Souldiers of Fortune, they fight only for their pay. And ince it 

may be thought that they are too few to oppoſe the ſtrength of Theoprepra, | 

© $*ch #1 fight have ſent to the © Theomachtians , whaſhre in League with us, to dehire their 

agaiuft Ged. Aſſiſtance, and I make no queſtion of obtaining 1t. They are the inveterate 

Enemies of Alethiop , and will more readily heipus , becauſe by this means 
they may have an opportunity to revenge thanſelves upon the Theopreprans. 

After the overthrow of this Army which dothnow infeſt us, I have promis d 
to enter with them into the Enemie's Country, and to divide with them 
what we ſhall conquer there by equal ſhares. I have ſome Treature which [ 
laid up for all urgent occaſions ; and though it 1s ſcarce enough for this pre- 
ſent ſervice, I know how to raiſe more before y ec ſhall have need of it. 
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When « Aztithews had finiſh'd this ſhort Speech, Þ Dogmapornes » © Aſp- © 4n atheifs. 
netus, and the relt of his Aﬀociates , having been engag'd in his Treaſon , fo LI 
Qblig'd by his Favours, hoping to augment their preſent Fortune with his c Antmprudent 
Victory , anddeſpairing of Pardon from Alethtor, in regard of the great- 

neſs w thoſe Criies which they had committed , declar'd a ReſoJution to 

live and die 1n the obedience of his Commands , and proteſted that the 

neither had nor hop'd for any Intereſt bnt that which conſiſted with his Fe- 

| licity. Antitheus having given them thanks for this obliging Anfwer , told 

them the way by whichhe intended to provide Money to pay his Anny : 

which was , by ſeizing upon the Stock of the Orphans laid up in the com- 

mon Chamber of the City , as alſo that which was truſted in the hands of 

particular Guardians, by forcing the rich Citizens to lend him as much as he 

ſhould defire,and by borrowing the Treaſure which was inthe Temples:and 

becaufe the people ſhould not look upon theſe proceedings as Rapine and 

Sacrilege , he promiſed repayment as ſoon as he ſhould overcome the Enc- 

my, which threatned preſent ruine to * Theyiagene , and forced him to take  ,,,...., 
theſe extraordinary courſes. He added alſo that he would not put this reſo- Bras, 
Jution in practice till he ſhould hear from the © Theomachians. Within two © my as fight 
dayes f Anthelkes , the Ambaſſador whom he had ſent thither , return'd with Fo_ a ; 
acceptable News: for defire of Revenge and hope of Conqueſt had ſo in- draws the com 
flam'd the Theomachians, that they , not conſidering the dangers to which "7 99: 
they were courted , and the inability of the Tempter to make a probable 

Defence , neither taking any notice of the Injuſtice of that Cauſe in which 

they were ſolicited to engagy, readily promis'd their utmoſt Afiſtance ; and 

knowing that Delay would make it ineffe&ual ro Antithens his Relief and 

their own hopes , affur'd _ Gtholkes that they would make all poſſible ſpeed 

for the Expedition. 

In the mean while 8 Theoſebtus having led bis Army into Theriagene , only 8 4 Ferſhigpe 
withan intention to reſtore h Alethion, and being deſirous that his honeſt Þ 39% of 
purpoſes might not be miſinterpreted by the Cenſorious World , told the 2th. 
Pringe , as they were walking one day together , that though the Aﬀe&ion 
which he ought ever to have for ſo great a Friend had brought him and his 
Subjeds out of their own Country to ſerve him , and thar he could not but 
think that the Jultice of his Cauſe was abundantly ſufficient for his private 
ſacisfa@ion ; yet he thought it requiſite to let the World know upon what 
occaſion he had taken up Arms, and to aſſure the Theriagenians of his In- 
teutions by a Declaration publiſh'd for that end. The King highly ap- 
proving his Advice, i Lyſandey drew it up in theſe words : Though we make ' ARudermsr 
Mo queſtion but ſuch as know the Reaſons of our preſent undertaking will need ng © 
other ſatisfaction as to the Fuſtice of it; yet becauſe we would not have our 4ttions 
conſtrued into that Malicious ſenſe which our Enemies will be apt toputupon them, 

Ie declare before God and all the World that it is not a deſire to increaſe our Em- 
pire by any Acceſſion which may be gain'd from Theriagene,that hath made us in- 
wade the Country of our ancient Allyes. Our Deſign is only to aſſiſt an Illuſtrions 
Prince to recover his Throne , of which he is unjuſtly ir hat , and to help him 
to puniſh thoſe who have made their Crimes inexpiable by adding his Baniſhment 
to his Father's Marther. As we have reſolv'd never to lay down our Arms till 
this be effe Aed.and doubt not but the eateſt part of Alethion's Subjects are ſ#t- 
ficiently ſenſible of his wrongs ; ſo . that it may appear we do not cover any other 
purpoſes unde! this pretence, we make this Provikdies. That if you your ſetves 
will deliver up the « Murtherers of & Anaxagathus to Fuſtice , and reftore x, 4 goa Kirg; 
Alethion ?o his Rights, we will preſently withdraw our Forces into our own 
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Country , rejoycing that we ſhall Mave Theriagene 11; peace. 

Alethion deſiring paſſionately that his Country might not be ruin'd by 
the direful efteas of War , and knowing that the events of it are varied by 
inconſiderable Cauſes , concluded that no Enemy ſhould be fought , who 
may be conquer'd by Treaty ; and therefore with the fore-mention'd Decla- 
ration he ſet forth a Paper, in which he conjur'd his Subjects to return to 
their. Obedience by the indiſpenſableneſs of thoſe Fonds which oblig'd 
them to it : and that they might not be frighted into Deſpair by the remem- 
brance of their Offences , he added a Promiſe of Pardon to ſuch as would 
come under his Proted&ion , and in the wordof a King gave them aſſurance 
that none ſhould be excluded from the benefit of this Amneſty but ® _Jpri- 
theus, > Dogmapornes , and two or three more , whoſe Wickedneſs could ne- 
ver be forgiven. F 

Theſe Papers wrought very conſiderable effeas upon the Theriagenians. 
Some penerous Spirits, who were moſt ſenſible of the injuries which the 
ſuffer'd under Amtithers , had put themſelves already under 4lethion's Co- 
lours. Others, who had been unhappily inſtrumencal co his and their own 
Miſery, repented of their Errours, which the King's Goodneſs had pardon- 
ed, and reſoly'd to make amends for their Diſobedience by hazarding their 
Lives for his Reſticution. The generality of the People, who were broken 
with Oppreſſion , having now ſome hopes of Deliverance, began tq ſhew 
their Hatred to the Uſurper , which was before cover'd under the Embers 
of Fear. Axtitheus not unſenſible of the Inſecurity of his condition, us'd 
all poſſible Arts to keep the People (though not inaffetions to him , for 
they never had any for him, yet) from ſuch Actions as might diſturb his 
Enterpriſe ; and finding moſt of his Devices ineffectual , he made ic his laſt 


| e Suchag duet Reſerve, to promiſe the © Poliſtherians that he would only continue himſelf 


in the City of 
Berafip.. * 


d 4 Lover of 
TYuth, 


in his Command as a General for the preſent Expedition, and that after 
the Succeſs of this Fight , of which he made no queſtion , he would Jay 
down the Principality , and declare them a free State. Some few , who un- 
derſtood not the Uſurper's Intentions, thought thisa very plauſible Offer, 
and began to wonder at the Moderation which Aztitheus hadentertain'd : 
but he , perceiving that this Plot took not effec according to his Expeca- 
tion under pretence of Treachery which he had diſcover'd , put ſome to 
Death whom he ſuſpected as Guilty of Good will towards 4 Alerhion, and 
carried others, of whoſe Fidelity he wasnot aſſured, out of the City, and 
mix'd them with his Mercenary Troops. | 

The night before the day which was defign'd for the Battel with the Theo- 


e The Gity of prepians , who were now advanc'd within ten Miles of © Peliſtherion, the 


Balls, 


Citizens were affaulted with an extraordinaryTerrour,by reaſon of a ſtrange 
Sight which appear'd in the Air on that ſide of the City which was towards 
Hipponyx. Two Armies with Colours flying, Erums beating,, and Trum- 
pets ſounding , ſeew'd to encounter one another. The glittering Swords 
were ſo formidable, and the clattering of Arms and the noiſe of Guns was 
ſo eaſily heard , that if they had not ſeen this Accident in the Air, they 
would have thought that the Theoprepians and Theriagenians bad been engag'd 
in Fight. This Conteſt laſted half an hour ; after which,one of the Armies 
having routed and conquer'd the other, the Viſion diſappear'd,The Antithe- 
ans thought this a ſad Omen of their approaching misfortune , and indeed 
could not look upon it otherwiſe but as a diſinal Emblem tv which God did 
foreſhew the unlucky Iſſue of the ſucceeding Fight , and were generally ſo 
aſtoniſh'd with variety of gaſtly Apprehenſions, that they ſeem'd to be 
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roſsd in the widit of reſt.efs [naginations , as a fmall Veſſel would be in » 
a raging Sea , it all the Winds thould blo upon it aiternately from their 
ſeveral Quarters, 

The Uturper conſidering well what great Influences this Prodigy might 
ſnd down upon the Spirits of his Souldiers, (for thoſe who do leaſt be- 
lieve that there 15 a God , are molt aftrighted with the thoughts of him when 
dreadful Acciden:s begin to perſwade them that there 13 one) endeavour'd 
to diſſipate this Panick fear , by telling them the next morning , that they 
ought not to entertain any apprehenſions from thole things which they ſaw 
inthe Air, ſuch Prodigics being only Accidents of Nature ; Janages of Ar- 
ies being often Erought from forein parts by ſtrongWinds ingreat Clouds, 
which like Looking-glafles refle& them upon the Earth ; and that though 
this was none of that ſort, yet it was capable of being interpreted for them 
as well as againſt them: and he added , that he was aſſured that the Over- 
throw which they ſaw acted did portend the ruine of thetr Enemies, both by 
a Viſion and a Dream which he bad that night. He ſaw, as hefaid, aglori- 
ous Rainbow painted in the Air, and a wighty wan of an unuſual] Stature, | 
who having faſtned a red ſtring to both the Ends of it, tooka great Arrow 
pointed with a flame of fire; and ſhot through the breaſts of two Perſons 
with Crowned Heads , who immediately tumbled down dead from the top 
of a bright Cloud. That they might believe that theſe could be no other , Ir ane 
then ® Theoſebius and b Alethion , he related his Dream in theſe Words : 6 4 lover of 
I ſaw a beautiful Perſon in the form of a Virgin, who, as I lay afleep , ſeem'd —_— 
ro whiſper in wy Ear this Prophecy , To morow © Poliſtherion ſhall be de- a. f 
liver d from her Ss This Expoſition of the dreadful Prodigy ſoartifi- 4 4» Arheif, 
cially confirm'd did ſowething alleviate their Fears ; and though it did not ©, pew 
quiet their Minds, yet it wade them ſuppreſs the trouble which they could F Fighters a- 
not extirpate , and gave them ſome ſinall encouragement to prepare for thoſe £79 Ga: 
dangers which, whether they wouJc or no, they were now toencounter. a where, 

4 Antitheus wade haſte to lead out his Men to fight , both that they might Þ 4/over of 
haveno leiſure to augment their Fears by the conſideration of cheir Dangers, ; "5.02 
and that be might poſſeſs himſelf of a convenient place which he had de- ts all mex, : 
{tin'd to the encamping of his Army. It was a large Field encompaſs'd on c One who a- 

he k : "<** ſcribes all tg 
one fide with a Wood,and with a River cn the other. By this he hop'd to give to bimſe!f. 
his Enemies the troubleof a diſadvantageous acceſs to him : Bur he was | 9»« who 


R - ; . : ' d : 
prevented by the earlier care of Jlethion , who well knowing the Sciituation gs os 


of the Country, had wade himſelf Maſter of it an hour before. m 4w Ani- 
Antithens divided his Army into two Bodies, the Mercenaries of © Thert- romry : 
8 0t- 


agene, and his Auxiliary *Theomachians. Being attended with his Life-Guard lieves wetting 
be led the Ther tazentans himie.t, whom he plac'd 1n the right Wing, having *9me. 
aſſion'd the chief Commands to 5 [ogmapornes, Who was his Lieutenant- -. Hover of 
Genera! . b Philedones , i Paſenantins , & Autantus , | Antholkes , 2 Antigra- p The beginncy 
phas, ® Uaemellen,and the reſt ofthis Cenfidents. He choſe all under-Officers 7 Þry 29 o 
Ut of thoſe whom he efteem'd moſt true tohim. His Confederate 7heoma- Goodneſs, , 
chians being plac'd in the lett Wing were led by their General ® Theoſtyges. * 4,wicked 
Thoſe who were moſt of Note in the Army , and chiefly Jook'd vpon as Per- 40M 
C05 upon whoſe Conduct and Valour the Succeſs of the: Fight depended, mas. 
were Þ Archicacus , q »Miſagathus,* Anoſins , | Adicus,* Anzaes, Anarophro- der bony Eags 
mus, * Aſemnus, Y Aneleemon and 7 Aneceſtus. 4 X ads 
The 1 heopreptan Army was commanded by Theoſebius :; for after a loving * 7* frreve- 
Contention , vi hich laſted a pood while, between the two Kings before 4 ak 
they could cletermine v\ ho ſhould give Orders and Comwand with a ſingle man. ' 


) BY \C ohom nfieving t! > ys: . Z An wunchark, 
Power, eaoy of chew offering rnat Honour to the other, and both refuſing ral 9-0 
| Wil 
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* with anequal Modeſty, Alethion conjuring Theoſebins by the Love which had 
brought him into Theriagene, to command his own Army and to give him 
leave to Fight by his ſide , Theoſebius was forc'd to accept that Authority. 

64 fry o The Army, which confiſted of ſix thouſand Foot and four thouſand Horſe, 
b 4 Rrdeemer Was divided into two Bodies ; one commanded by Theoſebins himſelf, who 
of Men, was accompanied with the Prince of Theriagene, Bentivolio, and * Miſopſeu- 
yh on des, who.defir'd the Honour to fight by him. The other was put under the 
T=th, Obedience of y Lyſander, to whom © Paneretss, 4 Philalethes, and * Nicoma- 
e One who co Lp. joynd themielves, every particular Regiment being led by ſuch Com- 
quers in Fight, < ; | 's | 
manders as inſpir'd their Followers with courage. 

As ſoon as the Day began to appear , the Warlike Trumpets ſounding 
from all the parts of the Camp rais'd the Souldiers to the Battel , of which 
they were ſo impatiently deſirous , that many prevented the riſing of the 
Sun, and put on their Arms whilſt it was yet dark ; and rouſing that War- 
like humour which had lien aſleep ſince the Fight againſt Theromachia , they 
gave a clear Evidence that they had not forgot the Art which they had rot 
for a long time practic'd. When they were drawn up into a regular Order 
in the place appointed for the Fight , Theoſebius and Alethion riding by the 
Head of every Regiment ſhew'd themſelves to the Souldiers, whom they 
found ſo enflam'd by the ſight of their Enemies , that they had more need to 
command them to make a ſtand then to incite them to po forward. The 
Princes ſaid not much to them,becauſe.they perceiv'd their Courage already 
heighened infinitely above the neceſſities of Exhortation. However this 
Action was not in vain, for their Hearts were kindled with a more vigorous 
Heat by the preſence of their own King and in the ſight of the wrong'd 
Prince, whoſe Reſtauration they were now to attempt. Thoſe of Theriagent 
were deſtitute of a juſt Cauſe, and ſo could not have that aſſiſtance which 

| Valourneverrefuſeth to take froma ſerene Conſcience ; yet they appear'd 
with a deſperate Boldneſs, and felt in their Hearts all thoſe Motions which 
Anger, Hatred, Hope and deſire could raiſe : Nay, they ſeem'd to encreaſe 
their Courage with Fear ; for , knowing what they had done , they aſſured 
themſelves of the greateſt Puniſhments if they ſhould be conquer'd ; and 
therefore heightned their Reſolutions of killing thoſe who, if they liv'd, 
would in a little time become their Judpes. 

Both Armies having made themſelves ready to warch , the Trumpets 
were commanded to give the laſt Signal , ard they reſounding from the 
Banks of the River , and multiplying their noiſes with the Echo's of the 
Wood , madea delightful Terrour. The two Forilorns of Horſe ſent from 
each Party gave the firſt Charge , and laid many men upon the ground , and 

fA very gud their Horſes by them: But * Ariſkander, who commanded the Theoprept- 

"EP. ans, with an irreſiſtable Force preſſing ppon thoſe of Theriagene, wade them 
retreat to their Army with the loſs of half their men. Then the main 
Bodies of both Armies advanc'd towards each other , and ſeconded what 
was begun with the Engagement of their whole Forces. The commanders 
of both fides were the firſt in this Charge , and made a dreadful Salutation 
with the mutual exchange of Blows and Wounds ; but, being encompaſt by 
their Souldiers, they were forc'd to leave off their ſing'e Combats , and. op- 
poſe the joynt Fury of their numerous Enemies. 

Now it was, that Death began to appear with a diſinal Face, and to ſhew 

g 4 Lover of the awful Greatneſs of her Mortal Power in the Horrours of Slaughter and 
of ., Confuſion. 8 Alethion having eſpied b Dogmapornes , thundred upon him 
owns. With aloud cry, ſaying, now I will requite you for writing Letters for we ; 

and riding up to him with an aſtoniſhing Preſence ran him chrough the Body : 


and 


* 
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and perceiving,that ® Anthelkes came up with an eager delire to revenge his a one w/9 
Deach, or elſe to die with him, Yesſaid the Prince, hecan have no fitter £91 the «on 


—_—— 
H—— 


5 1 # > | 3 - \ + tr 
Companion in his Torments then you who have afliited his Sin ; and as he © OP 


ſpake theſe words , gave Antholkes leave to take his Death from the point 

of his ſword , upon vw h:ch he 1an himſe:f precipitant!y , alming an efjectu- 

21 Biow at Alethion's Head. Þ Pbiledones at the ſawe time was thrown UPON b A lover of 

rhe ground by Theoſebins © Amtithens fought disguis'd,the Fears which were £*2/"*; 

created by his guiity Conſcience waking hin flie to that mean ſort of refuge. 0014 Ang 

But Bentivolio having diſcover'd him by ſome token, broke through thoſe 

who [tocd in his way , and leaving blovdy marks of his Paſſage rode up to ; 

him, and gave him a blow upon the head , which would have cleft his Skull 

if it had not heenpuarded wichan He'met which was wade for a more wor- 

thy Perſon; rtowever, it wade him bow down low upon his Horſe's neck ; 

and his Body beginning to leave the Saddle Bertivolio prevented his Fall for 

he pull'd him from his Horſe, and carrying him before him upon the Pow of 4 One worthy 

his Saddle gave him in Cuſtody to « Axtarchus,one of Theoſebius his Ca ptains, * COmens, 

who,knowing the Importance of his Charge, plac'd him difarm'd in the mid- 

dle of his Troop,and watch'd him fo diligently that he made his «ſcape im- 

poſsible. © Autantns and t Proſelenus did in vain endeavour his Refi CUE, fOr e One who a- 

they were both kill'd, one by 8 Theoſebiss, and the other by h  Miſopſeudes, ſcribes all to 

who receiv'd a Wound 1n his Breaſt by a thruſt of Proſelezus his Sword. -p6/ be. 
Thoſe in the left Wing did things equal to the right. i Lyſander charg'd fore the Moon. 

x Theoſtyges the General of the | Theomachzans , andafier a tew blows given 5 yer 

with an unexpreſſible Courage , Theoſtypes receiv'd one in his Neck , which kh ;- 70M ” 

made it unable to ſupport his Head, and , as he lifted up his hand to ſtrike £#/hood. 

again, tuinbled under his Horſe's Feet. He was accompanied in his Death Ellen 

by m Androphonus and * Aneleemon,who fell by the ſame hand. 0 Anoſius being Gel. 

fiercely charg'd by P Kaladoxus loſt his life with his Head, which Kalodoxus | ny 

cut off. q4 Sympathus , Chariſtion and * Paſiphilus ſignaliz'd themſelves by the © dow, 

Death of 4 Miſagathus , * Adicus , » Aſemnus, and ſome others , who ſeem'd 2 4 mercileſs 

ro be the ſtouteſt men that led the Theomachian Van. X Antigraphus , who To wks 4 

fought with the Theomachians , was met by Y Nicomachus , who ſhot him an. | 

inthe Mouth, and Todg'd a brace of Bullets in his Brains ,and after him dif. 2 9 of nov 


k get | ; Opinions. , 
patch'd Z Saprobius with his Sword, ® Hreromimus , who would needs thruſt gy Compa{u10- b 
hi:ſe:f into the FigFt, (though he had no command ) being known to a! <artatic 4:0 
Priva'e SOuld'er who had feen hin in Theoprepra, was kill'd with the Pur-end Ia. 4 ; 


of his Muſquer, Þ Euphron having charg'd too far into the Enemies Body ?» all. "i 
was unfortpnanely thain. © Ariſtander having ſeen him engag'd, endeavour'd ,7, 97 ft if 
with all poſſible ſpeed to hew out a way to his relief ; but not being abletot = Tp 
come where he was ſomn enough to ſave his life, hefell withan Lpetuous 7" 
rage upon thoſe who kill'd him,and fetch'd ofthis dead Body. In this Action brooke 
Ariſtander receiv'd one Wound in his Thigh and another in his Arm, which * 4ntſcripte- 
prov'd morea! 5 him. | on RY Tune 

Whilſt che Victorious Arms of the left Wing diſtreſs'd the Theomachians quer: in Zight. 
inthe Front.a ſudden Ruine haſtened upon them in the Rear. For Panatetus * 999 4 cor- 
and Philalethes being inform'd of a private wav through the Wood, by which _—_— ates 
tcrching a ſmall Compaſs they might come behind the Theomachians , they Hol things. 
acquainted T.yſarder with their Celire to ſurround the Enemy. and receiv'd id nod a 
of him four hundred Horſe with which they pur their Deſign in Execution, c 4 4. good 
and flew in upon them with anappearance which was ſo much the more dreads #Ha»- 
Fu becauſe it was unexpected, and made the Theomachians think that Death 
bad hedg'd them in upon al. fides, However taking a Deſperate kind of Cou- 

rage 
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rage from their Danger they fought ſtoutly ; and though they were beaten, 
yet the Theoprepiens found ſuch conſiderable Reſiſtance that it coſt many of 
them their lives. At length the Theomachians ſeeing moſt of their Leaders 
ſlain, and ſo many of their Companions kill'd that they were put out of all 
hopes of Vifory ; ſome of thoſe few which ſurviv'd threw down their 
Arnis and defir'd Quarter, others endeavour'd to ſave their lives by running 
diſorderly to Antithews his Diviſion, which was a very ſmall relief ; for they 
were ſo diſcourag'd by Theoſebius and his Invincible Army, that having left 
their moſt conſiderable Officers dead upon the ground, and having ſeen 
others taken,they began to flie; hoping at leaſt to delay their Death by reti- 
a The city of ring to * Poliftherion. | 
—_ as b Eugenivs,who was a faithful friend to Alethion,and ſtaid in Theriagene to 
goed diſpoſition. ſerve his Intereſt, receiv'da fall from his Horſe the day before the Fight,and 
pretending to be wuch hurt by it he took his bed ; by which means he gain'd 
an occaſion to remain at home to execute the Deſign which he had contriv'd 
e An Athiift, againſt © Antithews, which was, to ſurprize the City whilſt he was engag'd in 
the Field : and accordingly having given notice of his purpoſe to Alethion 
d 4» Belper, by one of his Servants well known to Bextivolio, 4 Amyntor with a ſele& 
Company of Horſe at the hour which was appointed by Ewgenius march'd 
towards Poliſtherion unſeen by the Enewy , and carrying Antithens his 
Colours which they had taken in the Fight, he came to a Gate which Exge- 
nius bad ſecur'd, and having let him in they ſeiz'd upon the oveny of 
Alethion. This Action made the attempt of thoſe who hop'd to eſcape by 
flight of little advantage to their ſecurity ; for being purſu'd and kill'd by 
the Theeprepian Horſe , when they drew near tothe Town they were de- 
ſtroy'd by the great Guns and Muſquets which play'd upon them from the 
Walls: and chis did ſo confound them with an unexpreſlible Deſpair , that 
' beingneither ableto fight norrun away , they ſtood ſtill and cry'd for Mer- 
Cy : which though they did not obtain at firſt, yet 1t was granted as ſoon as 
the Prince of Theriagepe and Theoſebius could come up : For one of them 
defir'd not to ſee more of his Subjects ſlaughter'd , and the other could not 
endure to behold ſomany men kil:'d after they had given over all Reſiſtance. 
They exhorted the Souldiers to be content with their Vidory without more 
bloud , which could not wake it more acceptable ; and they were not dif 
obey'd when their Commands were heard. 

Thus did the Juſtice of Heaven puniſh the Rebellion of Axtitbeas and his 
Accomplices,and ina ſhort time utterly fruſtrate all the Probabilities which 
he had fram'd to ſupport a faint Hope of eſcaping Deſtrution. And now, 
the Princes having given order to take care of the Wounded Souldiers, and 
to ſecure the Priſoners , Theoſebi#s went into Alethiox's Coach , and taking 
Bentivolie and Paxaretus with him , ſent his Commands to Lyſander to lead 
his men towards the City , which they knew to be in their Friends hands 
both by Alethioz's Colours , which were plac'd upon that Tower which 
was over the Gate by which they were to enter, as alſo by a Meſſen- 
ger fent from , Amyntor. When they were come to the City-walls , they 
were met. by Euzenius, who being tranſported by the ſight of 4lerhion, 

Fo hes off his Horſe to perform his Devoir to him, and kneel'd down to 
kiſs his Hand , but was not able to ſpeak for Joy. Riſe up,riſe up,my faith- 
ful Friend, faid the Prince, ( taking him into his Arms ) I ſhall never forget 
che Aﬀe&ions which you have alwayes preſerv'd for me ; neither ſhall any 
time blot out of my mind thoſe obliging ſervices by which you have de- 


monſtrated your Love. He had not time to reply , for the Princes came 
| out 
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our of their Coaches intending to march into the City on Horle-back 3 
and then he was interrupted by the Embraces of the Prince of Theoprepia, 
who had much endear'd him to himſelf for thoſe high Offices which he had 
perform'd for a Prince whom he lov'd above any man in the World, and 
then ſignified his Aﬀecion in Words full of Eſteem. When Engenius 
was, got looſe from Throſebiye,-Bentivolio, paſſionately affeed with the 
ſight of one who had oblig'd him with all the Expreſſions of a moſt Gene- 
rous Friendſhip, ran to him with open Arms, ſaying as he went, And is 
it true, my dear Engenins, that God hath given vs leave to meet again both 
ſo ſcon and ſo happily ? Yes, Bentivolio, replied Eugentus, and I eſteem 
it no ſmall part of this Day's Felicity to meet one who was never Out of my 
Memory and Defire ſince we parted. | Thereſt of the Company having per- 
form'd their affectionate S4lutations to this Excellent Perſon, the Princes 
entred the City, whilſt the Great Guns ſounded from the Walls, and the 
People Eccho'd to that joyful noiſe with their loudeſt Acciamations in all 
the Streets through which they paſſed to the Palace. 

It is not poſſible for me to expreſs that endearing Welcome which Alerhiow 

ave to the Prince of Theoprepiaafter his arrival into the Houle, nor to repeat 
thoſe marly paſſionate Acknowledgments which he made to him for that Ge» 
nerous Dove by which, God having made it fucceſsful, he was reſtor'd to 
his Throne , proteſting to Theoſebius that the re-enjoyment of his Kingdom 
was infinitely more acceptable ſince it was accompliſh d by his means, then 
it could have been any other way. Theoſebius, who ſoX&ntirely lov d the Per- 
ſon of Alethien, that heeſteem'd all his Intereſts his own, return'd an anſiver 
full of Modeſty and ſweetneſs, aſſuring him that he took more oy inthe Re- 
tauration of Alerhion to his Kingdom, then he ſhould have found ſorrow in 
the loſs of his own. 

The firſt thing which they did after they had ſetled themſelves, was to take | 
care of their Wounded Friends, to whom when' Alethion had declar'd his 6 
Deſires to Conſeerate the following day for a publick Thankſgiving to Al- 
mighty God for the Vicory by which he was reſtor*'d t0 Theriagene, and 
Theriagene to it ſelf, they entreated him to delay his Order for a day or two, | 
not doubting bur they ſhould be able in that time to accompany him in that "i 
moſt worihy Action,and in which they thought themſelves highly concern'd Fl 
to have a ſhare, Whereupon Alethion made choice of the third day,which was bl '| 
cheerfully celebrated by the Princes and thoſe many gallant Perſons who ac- | \ 
companied them in the Expedition;as alſo by the Citizens, who obſerv'd it 1 
with all imaginable ſignifications ofa thankful Joy. Theſe Solemnities being jet. 
appointed, the two Kings agreed to ſend toT heoprepia, to let-their Friends 
know the happy Succeſs of their Undertaking, and to fetch the Oneen, the 
Princeſs ® Agape, Urania,< Theonoe and Irene, with their Companions ; the 
whole Court earneſtly defiring to have thoſe noble Perſons preſent at ſuch Seung} F 
a joyful time, and of which they thought their Fruition incomp:eat till their c | rnthoget 
Friends enjoy'da part with them. Having paſs'd the Evening in Theoſebius © Feace- 
his Chamber, the Company took their leave, their wearineſs compelling 
them to withdraw to their ſeveral Lodgings which were as well appointed 2 4 over of 
as ſuch a ſeaſon would permit, MN EP Od: Rliphai 

The next day # Alethion, Þ Theoſebirs, Bentivolio, © Panaretinx, d Philale- of Ged. . 
thes, and many other excellent Perſons, being met at © Miſopſeudes his 40 <ntp-apy" 
Appartment, who was forc'd to keep his Bed by reaſon of the Wound nzth wy 
which he had recciv'd, Alethion defir'd the Counſel of his Friends concer- £4 Hater of 
ning the Settleinent of his Affairs. Theoſebizs advis'd him to puniſh! Jyritheus #4 __ 

is of > and 
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and the chict Inſtruments of the Rebellion, and then to confirm the Amneſty 
which he had promis'd, and ſo engage his Subjecs Minds to a chearful Obe- 
dience toc the future by Aſſurance of Pardon for their paſt Offences, The 
relt aj-roving this Advice, a Liſt of the Priſoners was brought, and their 
nawes read, Many of the Chief Actors in that fatal Tragedy, which had 
I causd ſo much trouble, were ſlain. 8 Pſychopannix, h Aſtromantis, | Pan- 
wiohr of 1s Feta and k Scepticus being well horſed fled into | Theomachia. The princi- 
»oul. palot thoſe who were in Cuſtody were Antitheus, ® Aſyuetus, ® Paſenanting 
_ _  ando Udemellon of the Theriagenians ; Þ Archicacms, q Anedes and 2 Jye- 
Poway, ceſtrs of Theomachia ; ſeven inall : who were condemn'd to be hang'd and 
! 4! Mortal. quarter'd, and their Heads to be ſet upon the chief Gates of d Poliftherion, 


ph whey They order'd alſo a day for the Funeral Rites due to © Anaxagathw, which 


things. were perform'd with all Princely Ceremonies, the King of Theoprepia and 
Q bod me? 211 the Perſons of Condition that were with him aſſiſting in that Solemn 


acains God. ACtion. 
m tn Imp Whilſt JUlethion® Engenins, © Miſopſendes and * Philalethes ſpent their 
n One contrary CMC in ſuch employments 'as were neceſlary for the Re-ſettlement of the 
20 all, Affairs of the Kingdom, Bextevelio and Panaretss having underſtood by the 
vr OY ” Chirurgeons that the Wounds which 8 Ariftender had receiv'd in the late 
p The beginner Fipht were Mortal, refoly'dto give him a Viſit, and to ſpend what time 
of pg 164 They could ſpare from other occaſions in the Converſationof that moſt Ex- 
; als. | cellent Man. When they came to his Lodging, they found him accompa=- 
a 4 Iscerri- ned with his intimate Friend ® Athanaſius and his Brother | Virbiw, and 
we age attended by his two Sons k Calliſtas and | Hilayiow, > Medenarete alſo was 
Beafts, there, and a Brother of hers call'd" Synthneſcon, who having heard that 
e3ot fant Ariſtander's Wounds had put his Life 1n extream danger, thought her ſelf 
Diſpefition. oblig'd to give him a Viſit, and to perform thanks to him for having ſav'd 
: _ *f her brother the day befare from that death which he muſt have found under 
£4 lover of the Feet of the Theoprepian Horſe, if it had not been for the charitable Aſ- 


Twb. © fiſtance which he receiv'd from Ariffanaer, and which he muſt have loſt how- 


' BA very good ever, if he had not been pardon'd by Alethzon at his Interceſſion. Bexrive- 


M : 
 donere), lio having made thoſe Salutes which were due to that worthy Perſon, ſate 


i @we who 11905 1 wn by his Bed-ſide ; and having underſtood by a Gentleman wha condu- 
X Sana ed them into the Reom, that they were juſt now entred into a Diſcourſe 
Son. concerning the Nature of Vertue, he defired Ariſtandey that his Viſit mighr 
LEMNER be no Interruption to their Converſation : whereupon Ariſtander proceeded 
m Fertwe 6- thiis : It was a ſtrange feebleneſs of Mind which made the valiant Brutus to 
ahng. \Þxt 4. {peak ſo unworthily, when he ſaid, O wnhappy Vertue ! How wainly have | 
lives the Soul ador'd thee as @ Divine thing, when as thou art nothing but words and the Slave 
zo dye with the \# Ery rune ? Yer I cannot, wonder that he ſhould ſtagger fo much with an 
a Diſcourſs UnexpeGed blow of adverſe Fortune ( being at that time worſted in a Battel 
concerning the at Philippt ) when I conſider that he was not ſupported witha firm Belief 
rmb of Frm ff that Immortal Bliſs which awaits Good men in the Eternal World, nor 
Tm had made the Reſignation of himſelf to the Divine Wil], the principal part 
of that Vertue of which he boaſted himſelf to have beenagreat Adorer, 

- For wy own part, I muſt profeſs that I now diſcem the truth of Vertue more 

then at any other time of my Life, and am deeply ſenſible of the incompa- 

rable Benefit of Religion, finding in it that ſerene Tranquility, of which 

if I were now deſtitute I could not ſo much as hope for it from any other 

Principle. I lookupon that quiet Repoſe of Mind and Felicity of Temper 

which I enjoy, as the natural Effe& of Vertue, which I make no queſtion 


but it doth alwayes produce where it is heartily entertain'd. 


You 
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You are happy » ſaid * Medenarete , interrupting tim a little, and[ Id mg ” 
ſhould eſteem it no ſinall Favour, if it were not unſeaſonable to defire it at "8: 


this time, if you would pleaſe ro let us know what you mean by Vertue ; 
pive us aſſurance that there is any 1uch thing, and make us underſtand where- 


in that happy Repoſe which you ſo mich nagnifie doth conſiſt. I thank God, , Avery goed 
ſaid * Ariſtandey, 1 do not feel ſo much pain as to indiſpoſe me for Con- Mas. 


verſe ; and ſince I alwayes eſteem'd it ſeaſonable to ſerve Vertue, I ſhall 
willingly tell you what I think in Anſwer to all thoſe Queſtions in which you 
demand ſatisfaction concerning 1t. 

By Vertwe | mean a true Love of that Goodneſs the Notions whereof are 
naturally implanted in Human Souls, 'and a conſtant Performance of thoſe 
Adions which correſpond with thoſe DireQive Inſtints. For you muſt 
know, Medenarete, that the holy Rules which we find in the Writings of 
Wiſe men arenothing buit the Connate Noticns of Good and Evil, which 
they found in themſelves and tranſcrib'd into their Books,writren firſt by the 
great Creator upon Mens Hearts as the Laws of reaſonable Nature, and 
which are little Reſemblances of God's Eternal Righteouſneſs, which is 
che Original Copy according to whichthey were drawn. All Created things 
are deſtinated to ſome particular Uſe, and havediſtin Properties by which 
they are fitted for their ſeveral Ends, and thoſe Properties are the Excellen- 
cies of every Creature. The Nature ofa Man doth by many degrees tranſ- 
cend rhag ot moſt other Beings, becauſe he hath higher Principles by which 
he is fitted for more noble Actions. Thoſe Innate Notions of Truth and 
Goodneſs are plac'd in his Soul as Fountains of Law, from which he is to 
take dire&ion concerning the Government of his Life. Truth and Goodneſs 
are Erernal Things, and therefore ſubſiſted before we were born ; but when 
we come into Being we find the Notions ofthem imprinted upon our Minds, 
that is, our Naturesare ſuch that, as ſoon as we come to have the uſe of our 
Faculties by the exerciſe of our Reaſon, weare forc'd to acknowledg their 
Exiſtence and perceive their Uſefulneſs, and ſo are as it were born Guides 
to our ſelves, being enabled to draw ſuch Concluſions from theſe Natural 
Sentiments as make ſufficient Rules forour Actions; andare encourag'd by 
mighty perſwaſions to do that which is Good, being convinc'd of the Ex- 
cellency of Vertue by the Natural Teſtimony of our own Souls. 

By this you way underſtarid that Vertue isa juſt Conformity to our In- 
bred Knowledg, a correſpondence with the Dignity of our Natures, and a 


Purſuit of thoſe worthy Ends to which we are not only deſtinated, but na- 


turally oblig'd. 

Tis true, replied Mederarete, I have often heard ſuch things pronounc'd 
concerning Vertue, bur Ialwayes eſteem'd them rather as Witty ſayings of 
eloquent Philoſophers, then any convincing Aſſurances that Goodneſs is a 
Reality. Men do uſually talk of the Difference of Good and Evil, and ſay 
that it 15 indiſpenſably unjuſt to hurt an Innocent perſon; that a ſenſe of 
Gratitude is natural toall Men ; and ſome fuch other things. but I have 
heard it affirm'd that theſe Notions areonly Qualities which diſpoſe men to 
keep that Peace in the World of which they have a beneficial ſhare, and 
that they are not obliging Laws till they be ſo conſtithted by the Civil San- 
&ionof a Supream Power, and that men do then yield: Obedience to them 
only for fear of Puniſhment, and ſo have no othev Motive to thoſe which 
you call Vertuous Actions but Self-love, It is manifeſt alſo, that notwith- 
ſtanding all that which you fay of the  Natnral' Senſe of Good and Evil 
implanted in our Souls, yet men are very different in their Opinlons 

| | Cc 2 Cons 
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| | concerning their Definitions and notwithſtanding that irreconcilable dif- 
fereyce between Right and Wrong which you believe to be rea!, the grea- 
teſt part of the World do contound it in their Actions. I wight add alſo, 
that ſome who are eſteem'd Vertuous are ſo far from being of your mind, 
that they wake no ſcruple to ſay that Cod, if he pleas'd, might command 
that which is moſt Evil to be Good. If theſeAllegations be true, it follows 
that Obedience to Holy Rules is a thing only founded upon reſped to Self- 
intereſt, that Vertue isnot a thing of an unchangeable Nature; and that the 
Obligations to obſerve the Ditterences of Good and Evil in our Deſigns and 
Adions is not ſo indiſpenſable as you would make us believe. | 
I know very well, ſaid Ariftander, that many ſuch things uſe to be ob- 
jeced againſt the Nature of Vertue by thoſe who ſpeak againſt Honeſty to 
ſhew their Wit, and diſparage Goodneſs becauſe they have no mind to pra- 
ice it. But I can eaſily ſhew you the Falſhood of theſe Pretences, if yon 
will have the patience to entertain a little more Diſcourſe concerning this 
Subjed&. 'I ſhall be glad to be ſo oblig'd, replied eMedenarete; and if 
therebe truth in that which you ſay concerning Vercue,[ ſhall willingly pro- 
feſs my ſelf an affeGionate Friend tothat which hitherto I have not much 
regarded. 
Very well, faid Ariſtander ; I ſhall endeavour to demonſtrate that the 
Nature of Vertune is Immutable, that the Difference of Good and Evil can- 
not be chang'd, andthat the Reaſons of Moral Duties are Eternal ; and ſo 
give you aclear notice of the Vanity of your Objections: The unalterable 
Congruity which is between Vertue and reaſonable Souls appears by the 
Eſſential Inclinations to Moral Goodneſs which God the Author of our Be- 
- ing hath implanted in our Nature ; and by this, that many Vertuous Diſ- 
| poſitions are fair Reſemblances of the Divine PerfeQions, that others are 
: Appendages immutably proper to. our State, all highly perfeGive of our 
Being ; and that a juſt Conformity to thoſe Rules which correſpond with 
theſe Principles is ſo neceſſary to our Happineſs, ( which conſiſts in a quiet 
Repoſe of Mind, and a ſerene Delight in the enjoyment of our ſelyes and 
God our chief Good ) that it is impoſſible to attain it by any other means. 
Theſe Afertions are of ſuch moment as to that ſatisfation which I would 
give concerning the nature of Vertue, that I muſt crave leave to explain 
them with a larger Cowpaſs of Words, and ſo make the truth of them all 
yore apparent. | 
It isas natural for men to form their Aﬀtions according to the Notions of 
Moral Goodneſs which are in their Souls, as it is to ſee with their Eyes ; 
and we ought as well to ſuppoſe that theſe Inward Laws were given us for 
the Direcionof our Life, as that our Tongues were beſtowed upon us thac 
we may ſpeak. It isaseafily poſſible for men to become Rats and Toads, 
as to put off the Obligation which is laid upon them by God to obſerve Na- 
tural Righteouſneſs: Neither is the Congruity which Vertue hath with our 
Souls more alterable by any extrinſecal Power, then the hour of the Sun's 
Riſing is determinable by the Word of an Emperour. Laws can no more 
render Vice agreable to our Conſtitution, then they can make Seconds and 
Sevenths in Muſical Compoſitions to ſound as Harmoniouſly as Thirds or 
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| Fifths. An Artiſt may as ſoon frame a Quadrangle conſiſting only of three 
Angles, as make Ingratitude commendable: And a Phyfitian may as rati- 

onally pronounce that a man difſtreſs' d witha Feaver is not ſick, asaffirm 
that there are no Tormentsof an Evil Conſcience. Whoſoever will ſerj- 


ouſly conſider it, may plainly ſee that the Nature of Vertuc is unalterable, 
and 


— 
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and that it hath an Efſential Connexibn with our Souls ; for there isan E- 
ternal reaſon why that which is good for Men ſhould be ſo alwayes. Theſe 
Holy Rules took nor their Original from the Appointments of our Parents, 
the Pleaſure of our Tutors, Ttaditions receiv'd from former Apes, or 
Imitation of preſent Examples ; but are the general DiGates of common 
Reaſon, which whiſper unto us from within whether we will or no, 
that they are Good in their own nature. Theſe Laws are of an Ancient 
Dare, not made in the Reign of ſuch and ſuch Kings, or in ſuch a Seſſion of 
Parliament ; but as old as Humanity, and of themſelves obliging antece- 
dently toall Poſitive Commands. Tt is true, Princes ſhould enter theſe 
amongſt their Statutes : and becaule they are immutably Goed, they ought 
not to command any thing that doth contradi& them ; and, though they 
ſhould, yet they canno more render ſuch Orders Juſt, then they can make 
it the Duty of Mento hate themſelves. What Original could theſe Indele- 
ble Prolepſes have but the ſame with our Nature ? They are plainto all, and 
the ſenſe of their Obligingneſs avoidable by none. 
As we perccive in our minds immutable Notions of Speculative Truths, 
2s That Gontradiitions cannot be true, That the whole is bigger then the Part, 
and ſuch like ; which are ſuchilluſtrious Verities that none dare affront them 
with a denial, and which are of ſuch high Import, that if they were not 
unalterably true we could have no affurance of any thing, but muſt flucuate 
in Eternal Unbelief : So theſe Notions of Moral Goodneſs are our ſure 
DireGtons in point of Pradtice, and are unchangeably Goagl ; for if they | 
were not, we could have no certain Rule: for our Adions ; which is ſuch 
a fluc upon Nature, that it can be ſuppos'd by none but ſuch as do not 
believe that God made it. The truth is, if finding theſe Laws imprinted - 
upon our Natures we ſhould yer think our ſelves not bound to obey them, 
we Em receive no notice of our Duties any other way, being rationally ob- 
ligd to disbelieve that which is contrary to our natural Sentiments.. j 
Among all the rational Notions which adorn Humane Nature theſe Prin- | 
ciples of Good and Evil are the chief. They are the great Reaſons why we 
afe call'd Men, and the faireſt CharaQers by which we are diſtinguiſh'd | 1 
from Brutes. And indeed, * Medenarete, it is impoſſible that we ſhould , 4 


have any rational Pulchritude in us, if the beautiful Order of theſe COngru- iRrems Vorrs6 } 
ities were deſtroy'd. It is a greater Beauty in men when their Choice cor- nobing. Fl f 
reſponds with theſe natural Anticipations of their Duties, then for a Wo- fl 


man to have fair Eyes plac'd in juſt diſtances upon her Face. It 1sas in- 
grateful to a man that conſiders, to find his Actions diſſent from this obliging 
Knowledge, as it is unacceptable to ſuch as know Muſick; to hear a Luteniſt 
play upon an Inſtrinnent out of tune. Thoſe things which conſiſt of many 4 
Parts, or of various Faculties, are capable of no PerfeQion but what con- + | 
ſiſts ina proper Union of thoſeParts, and a regular Ordinationof their Fa- 
culties ; which is not mutable at pleaſure, but perpetually fix'd to the Na- 
ture of every particular Being. As it 1s not any Connexion of Parts that will 
make an handſome Body, for if any Member be diforderly plac'd, there | 
will be a Deformity : So the Soul by its rare Conſtitution having many Pow- 0 0 
ers, as the Rational, the Iraſeible and Concupiſcible, its PerfeQtion doth ne- . - oh 
ceſſarily depend upon the due Subordination of theſe Facultics to one ano- | [7 
ther.When the Rational Principle, which is adorn'd with the fore-mention'd apy 
Notions, gives Laws to our Appetites, and they are obedient, then Ver- 
tue glorifies our Conſtitution, and ſhews the Excellency of its Nature Þoth p 
in the decent Moderation of our Paſſions, and in a lovely Connex10n of be- 
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coming Adtions. Burt when theſe Divine Rules are neglected, it is no more 

Mble that the Soul ſhould be in its natural frame, then that the Body 
ſhould enjoy health if the Nerves which tic it together were cut in Fieces ;_ 
or fora City to eſcape Contuſion, if the Inhabitants deſpiſe the Laws ; 
or for a Muſician to compoſe delightful Airs by a Careleſs jumbling of 
Notes without the Rules of Art. The Vertue of Human Souls hath natural 
Orders, certain Meaſures, and 1s determin'd by Laws Which can no more 
be alter'd at pleaſure, then the Proportion which is between Three and S;x 
in Arithmetick. | 

This is enough, Medenarete, to ſhew you that Vertue is an unalterable 
Congruity with our Souls, and in its own nature fix'd as much asany other 
thing : to which | will now add, that thoſe foremention'd Notions are not 
only natural Qualities interwoven with our Eſſence, but alſo Participations 
of that increated Goodneſs which is in the Divine Nature, ſo far as it is 
communicable to Men. Though that be incomprehenſible in the Infiniteneſs 
of its Perfe&ions, yet it hath reveal'd it ſelf in the known Properties of 
Fuſtice, Veratity, Love, gy and Mercy; which whoſoever imitates, 
lives conformably to God's Lite; and whoſoever thinks he may afflic? the In- 
nocent, violate his Faith, refuſe to ſbew Mercy, and abandon Charity,doth foo- 
liſhly eſteem it a Priviledg to be diſengag'd from the ties of that Goodneſs to 
which the Divine Will is alwayes determin'd. 

..Itold you a'ſo, I remember, that ſome of theſe noble Qualities are 
faſtened upon qur State as Apendages. immutably-proper to it, and it muſt 
beſo; for who can think of thoſe Words, God and a Created Being, bur 
he muſt neceſſarily infer that it is unalterably fit,that as the loweſt Creatures 
are neceſſarily ſubje& to their Maker, ſo Man, being endu'd with Reaſon, 
by which he underſtands his Relation, and is made capable of Law and 
voluntary. Subjection, ſhould ſubmit himſelf of Choice to his Creator , 
acknowledg his Dependance upon him, and ſeeing himſelf plac'd in a 
higher ee of Being, increaſe his Thankfulneſs proportionably ? By the 
Notions of Gods Goodneſs and Excellency implanted in our Souls we arc 
oblig'd to love him for himſelf ; as we have Underftanding and Will, which 
are the Principles of Moral Vertues, we are bound to receive the Divine 
Tlluminations as our 1s Wiſdom, and both ſincerely to conform our 


Wills to Gods Commandments , and to reſt ſatisfied in his Appointments 


withall humble Complacence.. Thenature of our State doth obligeusalſo 
to obſerve the Rules of Righteouſneſs towards others ; for he who gave us 
our Being did not only make us unwilling to be wrong'd our ſelves, but 
thereby alſo taught us that we ought not to wropg others. And though he 
hath beſtowed Self-love upon us, yet he alwayes requires us to manage it ſo 
-as becomes thoſe who know they are but Creatures, that they have Souls as 
well as Bodies, and owe Love to their Neighbours as well as to themſelves. 
Thoſe who contradidc the Reaſon of theſe Duties do barbarcuſly diſown the 
Relation in which they ſtand to God, and endeavour plainly to put off the 
Nature of Creatures ; for Sin isa ContradiGion to our State, and a For- 
feiture of the Being which we hold at our Creator's Pleaſure. 

- The Unnaturalneſs of ſuch Diſobedience will appear yet farther, if we 
conſider that the Happineſs which 1s proper to Humanity capnot be ob- 
tain'd without a compliance with Vertuous Rules ; for the happy Repoſe of 
ourSpirits will be diſturb'd if we fin. Whilſt ourAGjons contradidt the Know» 
ledge of our Duty, we offend the moſt delicate ſenſe of our. Souls, and by 


offering violence to the Law of our Mind we fail out of our own Favour, 
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expole our ſaves to the ſharp Remorſes of a wrong'd Conſcience, and put 
our ſei'ves to a Palin much Nike to that which we feel in our Bodies when a 
Bone is diſlocated. A Sinner becomes his own Tormentor, and is vex'd to 
ſec that he hath done himſelf a miſchief by a propoſterous endeavour to ſa- 
tisfic a vicious Will. God having ſo inſeparably annex'd our beſt ſatisfa&i- 
vn © the Rules of our duty, the old Philoſopher might have givena very 
plauſible reaſon for his Pallion, if he had included thoſe who endeavour to 
divide Pleaſure from Honeſty, in the Curie which he wiſh'd upon thoſe who 
firſt arcemprted the Divorce of Fertue and Profit. However the Attempt is 
tono purpoſe ; for the diſtreſs which accompanies Vice is ſo unavoidable, 
that the moſt inſolent finners which are recorded in Hiſtory have confeſs'd 
an Inward Nemeſis to follow them, and to compenſate the Wickedneſs of 
their Actions with proportionable Puniſhments, waking every plate too 
hot for them, and all Conditions uneatie: Thoſe who have {o far de- 
ſpis'd Vertue, that they would not acknowledg it to be any thing, have noe- 
withſtanding found the burden of an Evil Conſcience to be extream heavy, 
and complain'd of the Torments whichthey ſufter'd from the Diſpleaſure of 
the In-dwelling God. How natural this diſturbance is, appears alſo from 
the Reſtl-ſmeſs of profligate Offenders, who, though they enjoy the Succeſs 
of their Vices, and live in the heights of Luxury by the benefit of- Rapine, 
do yer deſire rather to have gotten Riches by ſome honeſt means, being re- 
prov'd by .emſelves when they. conſider that Unhandfonmeſs which will ne- 
ver ceaſe to atcend their unjuſt Proſperities. This gives us affirance that the 
Laws of Vertue are of force to condemn where they are not obey'd,and thar 
the Divine Light is ſeen when itis not follow'd, and that it is a very jejune 
Explication of the Torments of Conſcience to fay that it is only this, Sane 
men ſay that they knew them who knew others who knew theState of Sinners to be 
#72 , 

Berks this I might alſo add, that the whalterable Repugnance of Vice 
tour Felicity is manifeſt by thoſe extravagant Appetites and wild Defires 
ro which men are often ſubje&, which, whiiſt they are not mortified by 
Vertue, do gall the Soul by a ravenous unſatisfiableneſs, and wake whatſo- 
ever might adminiſter to jts content ufeſeſs, 

By that which I have ſaid concerning Good mens Happineſs, I would not 
have you think that the Repoſe of Vertue conſiſts only ina dull Indolencea 
meer freedom from Grief, or ſuch a ſtate of Content as that in which we 
find our ſelves after we have quench'd a Thirft : for Good men experimen 
alfo, ſuch Acual Pleaſure as thirſty perſons fmd when they drink Delicious 
Liquors, both whilſt they are converſant mthe Operations of Vertusand 
when they call to mind the Honeſt Adtions of their paſt life, | By which it 
appears that they are not mov'd to compliance with Holy Rules by Extrane- 
ous Principles, or are induc'd to perform» their Duties by Mercenary Per- 
ſwaſions, as Hopes of Honour and Defire of Riches > They have Innate 
Motives far more cogent from that rare Content which js the: natural Com- 
panion of Vertue ; and Good men have alwayes thought this. Inte![e Gual 
Delight ſo far beyond the ſenſual Titillations of fleſhly ObjeRs, that they 
have eſteem'd Wicked perſons not to fall more below the. Dignity of ſuch 
asare Good by the Depravations of Vice, then they do cone fhort.of 
their enjoyments in the truth of Pleaſure, under which pretence they be- 
came Renegado's to Vertue. | 
ſe who affirm Pleaſure to be the end of all Human Actions, frneak 
true enough if they underſtand themſe]yes well; and there is no danger mn 
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that which they ſay, if they be not miſtaken by others, As nothing is of 
more pleaſant guſt to our rational Appetite then to do excellent Things, fo 
it is proportivnable to the great Ends of our-Nature to ſeek ſuch Delight ; 
for in this purſutt we come to taſte the Pleaſures which all Good men find in 
thenoble Union of their Souls with the Divine Will, and ſo partake of true 
Freedom: for being by this more pleaſing Fruition unchain'd from the mean 
love of little things, and ſecur'd from rhe Diſtra&ion of low Deſires, they 
are joyn'd to that great Good, which 1s ever preſent with all but thoſe who 
have diſpers'd their Souls amongſt inhinite Vanities, and ſo do not enjoy 
themſelves ; or who having contracted a Contrariety of Diſpoſition to God's 
mind; are not capableof Union with him. Vertue prepares us for God's 
Inhabitation, -who is never unwilling to dwell in Good men : And whilſt 
they give him, as they” ought, his Right of Willing what he pleaſeth in them, 
and aQing their Powers according to his Divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs, 
they partake of the greateſt Happineſs to which Men can be exalted, and 
farisfie rheir Minds in the enjoyment of the chief Good, which doth alſo 
inſtill into their Souls and preſerve there a pleaſant Hope of Imnortal Fe- 
licity, by ' the | continuance- and advancement of the ſame Fruition in 
the Ecernal World ; they being ſufficiently afſur'd that nothing can ſeperate 
2'Soul” from everlaſting Bliſs, which is married to God þy hearty Love. 
And this do:h\ Compleat a Good mans Repole ; for being at peace with 
himſelf by reaſon of the Friendly Teſtimony of his Conſcience, and high- 
ly pleas'd with his preſent ſtate, he: finds alſo an unſpeakable eaſe of Mind 
m the Hopes of that which hefſhall bein the Life to come. 

Thus; ſaid # Ariſtander, turning towards PeMedenarere, I have obey'd 
your Command, having ſhew'd you the Excellent Nature of Vertue, affur'd 
youconcerning its Exiſtence, ad given you an Account of that Happineſs 
which Good men derive from it. After this it would be 1impertinent to add 
much to overthraw your ObjeGions,forthey wult needs fall of themſelves. 
If Vertne doth-inchude in its own Nature an eſſential Congruity with Reaſo- 
nable Souls, there is no'more neceſſity of a Law to render 1ts Rules Oblij- 
ging; thento paſs. an-A&to wake it fat for usto ſee with our Eyes ; and 
ſince Vice doth alwayes diſcompoſe that natural Order, it is as 1wpoſlible 
forall the civil Power in the World to make it agreeable to our Conſticuti- 
on; -as to wake us ſmell with-our Ears. 

That Vertuous menarenot good for Fear of being puniſh'd,is ſufficient] y 
eonfirm'd by that which I have already diſcours'd ; and ] mult tell you thar 
this is a very Contemptible ObjeQion ; for they do not eſteem any man 
Good but him who will not ſin though he 15 not 1n danger of any external 
Mul& ; neither do they account him an Honeſt man with whom they durſt 
not play at even and odd in the dark. And if. you ask then what uſe there 
can be of Laws, which are alwayes vain without the ſuppoſition of Puniſh- 
ment ; I muſt let you know that” they are prudently given with a general 
reſped to all men; To the Bad, becauſe ſince all will notunderſand the Rea- 
ſonsof their Duties; nor be perſwaded tolove Vertue for moſt warthy con- 
ſiderations; it is of preat Intereſt tothe World that Wickedneſs ſhould not 
be ſpred by Impunity, but that' enormous perſons being direed by Law 
ſhouldalſo be reſtrain'd from diſobeying it .by Suffterings. -- They are aifo 
highly uſeful to the Good, not ſo much to hinder them from doing that which 
i5not Juſt, as that they may not þe wrong'd by the Vicious, who are de- 
terr'd from hurting them with violent a&ions by the fear of choſe Penalties 
whichare annex'd to them. | (Þ | me 
That 
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That which you objeGed concerning the different Apprehenſions which 
men have of Good and Evil, doth nor infringe the real diſtinion which 
is between them, or prove that this difference is not known naturally, more 
then it is poſſible that the Whole ſhould be no bigger than the Part, becauſe 
ſome have been or may yet be found who doubt whether it is or no. Neither 
is it any wotider that ſome entertain falſe Opinions, becauſe there are Mul- 
 titudes of various Examples in the World, and many follow the worſt, being 

uſually ſo flothful that they will not take pains to examin which is the beſt. 

Vertue ard Vice, as you ſay, are confounded in moſt wens aGions : 
but that dothnot prove chat they are not Eternally diſtinguiſh'd in their No- 
tions, of that it is not natural for Human Nature to love Vercue ; fince 
ſome make themſelves ſick through Ititemperance;though nothing is more 
natural then the defire of Health; and ſome put out their Eyes, whichare 
ſo tenderly regarded by Mankind. This Arguinent is of no force, unleſs 


you think theſe are good Concluſions ; That there are no good Laws in Ci- © 


vil Societies,becauſe men do ſometimes Rebel; That there are no good Prin- 
ciples, becauſe the Inconſiderate offer Violence to them;and that there jsno 
Uſe of ſober Reaſon in the World, becauſe ſome are Diſtracted, 

That any ſhould ſay, as your laſt Obje&ion ſuppoſes, that God might, 
if he pleaſe, alter theſt cſſential Notions of Good and Evil, is ſo monſtrouſly 
extravagant, that I cannot but wonder at the Ignorance or Impudence of 
thoſe who dare ſpeak this blaſphemous Falſhood. Ar their Impudence,in 
afſerting that which ſuppoſes it to be no Abſurdity for God, if he pleaſe, 
to make it Good that his Creatures ſhould not acknowledpe him, which is 
a horrid Contradiction ; or at their Ignorance, whilſt they fooliſhly affirm 
that whichoverthrows all Religion. For if we receive this Principle, That 
there isnot any thing Indiſpenſably Good, or that the Divine Will is not 
regulated by it ; they have undermin'd our Faith, and taken away all foun- 
dation of Hope, leaving us, as far as in them lies, unaſſured but that God 
may if he will condemn us for yielding Obedience to him, and that it is 
Juſt too if he do it,notwithſtanding he ha'hdeclar'd the contrary. 


When ® Ariſtander had proceeded fo far, he deſired all the Company , , 4 ,,,, us 


eXcept b Athanafius, that they would pleaſe to withdraw for a while inito ates. 
the next Room ; for his Chirurgeons were come to-dreſs his Wounds, Þ mmt# 


Which when they had open'd, Well , ſaid 4rifender, how is it ? We 
catnot promiſe much, ſaid the Chirurgeons, as to your Recovery,for we are 


afraid we ſhall not beable to prevent a Gangrene. Ariffaxder perceiving in. 


their Counrenances that by the Rules of their Art they diſcern'd more danger 
then they did expreſs to him, defir'd that his Friends might be call'd in. 
They return'd ; and when they had enquir'd concerning rhe ſtate of his Bo- 
dy, I have receiv'd, ſaid Ariſtender, no unwelcome news ; for Happineſs 
can never come too ſoon. I have alwayes thade the Belief of iny Soul's 
Immortality one of the chief Principles of my Actions : fot whilſt T conſi- 
der'd its nature, and perceiv'd that it would not fail to fubfiſt after my Bo- 


| ; x H 
dy, having a Duration aſſign'd to it commenſurate tb Eternity, I could not Diſe 


bepios a 
our ſe con- 


but underſtand how contemptible that ſhort ſpace of time is which God hath cerning the 


allotted to our Continuance in this lower World in reſpe@ of that which is Oy of 


ro ſucceed it; and therenponlT inferr'd, that the Happineſs which we en- 
joy in this ſtate isnot comparable to that which awaits us after our ſepata- 
tion from this Fleſh; and conſequently, that it is an Effential part of true 
Prudence, to be infinitely more ſolicitous that we may be happy here. 
after, then to avoid any preſent Inconveniencies. And ſince I know that 
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there isno way tO that Felicity which I hope for but by Death,and remem- 
ber that Death is a very ſhort paſſage to it, I ſhould be untrue to my Prin» 
ciples, and abandon my beſt hopes, if I were unwilling to die. 


One who thinks - | | perceive, ſaid * Synthneſcon, waking a Reply to Ariſtander's Diſcourſt A 
the Soul to dy char your Courage is the laſt Friend that will take leave of you;and I cannot 


with the Body. 


but approve your love of an Opinion which is ſo pleaſant,that ſome of thoſe 
who were not ſure that it was true have profeſs'd that they would never ſuffer | 
themſelves to be perſwaded againſt it whilſt they live. I grant that the right 
Government of our Life depends upon true Principles, and that we cannot 
attain Happineſs by the conſequences of falſe Opinions ; and I muſt acknow- 
ledg that the Principle which you have mention d 1s very nobleand worthily 
fit- to have a Dire&ive Influence upon the whole courſe of our preſent Life, 
if we were aſſur'd of it's Truth. But I have been told that we haveno Soul 
diſtin& from the Eody, and that what we call by that name is only a Con- 
temperation of Corporeal Humors , and a Connexion of thoſe Integral 
Partsof which the Body doth conſiſt ; and that when this vigorous Crafis 
is deſtroy 'd by mortal Sickneſs, and the Bodily frame taken in pieces by 
Death, then that which you call Sw ceaſeth to be, as Muſical Harmony 
vaniſheth with Sound ; and canno more ſubſiſt after Death thena Figure is - 
able to remainafter the diſſolution of Figurated matter. Some expreſs them- 
ſelves thus, That all the £oul which we have 1s compos'd of Material Prin- 
ciples, and reſoly'd into them by Death ; that 1s, our Spirit 1s nothing bur 
a knot of united Atoms, and that death by diſcompoling the Contexture 
doth diſſipate us into looſe Particles, 

I know very well, ſaid Ariſtender, that ſome are not willing to think that 
the Soul doth exiſt after Death, and have taken great pains to obje& as much 
as they can againſt its Immortality. But I have been told by men wiſer then 
theſe DiſGenters, that Human Souls are Immaterial Subſtances, and there- 
fore incapable of that Diſſolution which the Body ſufters by Death ; it being 
a knqwn Principle in true Philoſophy, that the Corruption of Material Sub- 
_ je is brought to paſs only by a ſeparation of conjoyn'd Parts: that is, by 
Diviſion, which belongs only to Bodies whoſe eftenrial property is Quantity, 
That the Soul is in no danger of ſuch Diſſolution , 1 have gcod reaſon to 
think by thoſe grounds of hope which I find in my one Experience. Iam 
now 01d, and yet I perceive my felt to be the ſame that I was fifty years 
ago. TI have worn away many Bodies ſince I was young, and therefore this 
ſame I which remains ſtil] muſt be a Soul,and that Immaterial. I cannot but 
believe that if I had nothing in my ſelf diſtin from this corruptible Body, 
or that if Death had any wedge able to cleave my Soul, I ſhould have ſeen 
ſame Chip fall from it yeſterday when wy Arm was ſawn off, and have felr 

my Soul grown leſs then it was before. I did nor, Iam the ſame I ſtill, 
and I do not doubt but I ſhould be ſo if the other Arm were cnt off and 
after that my Feet, and then the reſt of thoſe Parts which conſtitute this Bo- 
dily Frame, Having this ſenſible affurance, I take the more confidence to 
believe that I ſhall eternally exiſt in this Rational Nature which now makes 
me my ſelf. | 

I know ſome ſay that Immater1al Beings, if there are any, way be Mor- 
tal,though not by Separation of Parts, yet ſome other way unknown to us : 

Iſuppoſe they mean Annihilation. To which I anſxer, that though I cannor 
but acknowledge God way, if he will, deſtroy what he hath made, and ar - 
his pleaſure take away that Being which is deriv'd from his Power ; yet ] 
think it Abſurd to ſuppoſe that he doth Annihilate Souls, becaufe it is con- 
trary 
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ry to that Method which he obſerves in other parts of the Univerſe, nothi 
of which doth ſo periſh. And I muſt eſteem it too great a Boldnefſs for any 
man to affirm that we are reduc'd to nothing by Death, becauſe he doth nor 
know whither we go. If he ſay that the Soul 1s of that nature, that it can 
have no Being out of the Body, he falls upon the foremention'd. Rock, and 
mult ſay that 1tis Annihilated by Separation ; for elſe it will exiſt out of the 
rody. 

But becauſe by your ObjzeQions you ſeem rather to imagin that the Soul 
is nothing really diſtin from theCorporealSubitance,I will make no further 


enquirywhether Immatec1al things can periſh, but rather endeavour to ſhew 


you ſufficient cauſe to believe that Humane Souls are Incorporeal. You can- 


not but know*Syathneſeorn, that this word Sonl; and others correſpondent + gy. wh 


ro it in different Languages, hath been long usd in the World ; and I take thinks the Sou! 


to dy with the 
Bod), 


it for granted that ic ſignifies ſomething, and ſuppoſe that none will venture 
to affirm that thoſe learned Perſons who made uſe of it in their Writings 
did intend to ſignifie nothing by it but a Body ; or though ſome may judge 
them highly miſtaken in thinking it had any other true meaning;yet as I doubt 
not but the Veneraþle Ancients knew very well what they ſaid, ſo I think it 
may eaſily be prov'd that the Notion of an Inunaterial Subſtance diſtin& 
from the Body, which they intended to expreſs by it, isnatural and true. 
Thac the Soul is not a Temperament of Corporeal Humors is manifeſt in 
this, that it 15 neither a Good nora Bad Contemperation. If it be a health- 
tul Temperament only, then we have no Soul when we areSick ; ifanun- 


healthful, then we are dead when we are Well. Beſides, if the Soul were 


only a Crafis of the Body, it would be capable ofno more Diſtempers, but by 


2 fit of the Gour, the pain of the Stone, the heat of a Fever, or ſome other. 


ſickneſs depending upon indiſpos'd Matter : Whereas it is manifeſt that ir 
hath wany Diſeaſes which ariſe not from Dilatation or Compreſſion of the 
Matter, Obſtru&ion or Inflammation of the Humors,or Solution of Cantinui- 
ty : The Troubles of Conſcience, which ariſe from Moral Cauſes, being no 
more capable of being remov'd by a Phyſitian's Receipt, then the Gout can 
be cur'd witha Moral LeGure. 

The Soul 1s not a Contexture of Material Parts, for that is nothing really 
diſtin& from the whole Body ; but that the Soul is not the Body, Part of ir, 
or any Corporeal thing, we have wany good aſſurances. Thoſe who would 
know what others are,do rationally ſeek a ſatisfaction of theirDeſire by con- 
verſing with them ; and ſuch as would know what they themſelves are, muſt 
converſe with themſelves. Ir is neceſſary to obſerve this Method, for there 
is no other way to come to the Knowledge of our Souls. Since the Effences 
of all thingsare veil'd, we nwſt endeavour to know them by their Operarti- 
ons;for the Forms of things are only intelligible by the Properties which are 
peculiar to their reſpeGive Natures, and theſe diſtin& Properties reveal 
themſelves only bycliffterent Operations. Whilſt we are intent upon this 
Contemplation, weſſhall find in our ſelves the Ads of his Intelle&ual Eſſence, 
which upon ſtri& Examination will appear to be of ſuch an excellent Na- 
ture, that they tranſcend the fineſt Modifications, and exceed the moſt ſub- 
tile Motions, of Bodies. | | 

Thoſe whoacknowledge nething but Material Beings in the World, and 
wake our Senſation the Efte& of Motion, do alſo grant that our higheſt Per- 
ceptions riſe but to Imagination, which operates only by Corporeal Phan- 
taſms, that is, Images framd in the Brain according to thoſe various Im- 
preſſions whichare made upon the Orpans W Senſe by the Impulſes of exter- 
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nal Objects. If therefore we can wake 1t appear that we have in our ſelves 
the Notions of things which were never capable of Senſible Repreſentation, 
we way juſtly conclude that we havea higher Mode of Perception then Ina- 
gination, and conſequently are ennobled with an Imwater.al Principle of 
Knowledg., 

That weare acquainted with many things of which we cannot have notice 
by the helpof any Senſible Images, 1s manifeſt, in that we underſtand the 
Logical Notion of Caults, Eftecs, other mutual ReſpeGs of things, and 
Univerſality ; in that we have cognizance of Mathematical Terms, as Pro- 
portions of Figures, Symmetry of Magnitudes, Breadth abſtraged from 
Depth, Inequality and Diſtance ; 1n that we find aiſo in our fouls the Per- 
ception of Moral Congruities and Repugnances, the Knowledge of Good 
and Evil, the Nature of Vertue, Principles of Juſtice; the Decencies of 
Gratitude, Deliberation and Liberty of Will: To theſe I might add the 
Species of Reaſon, of Infinite Space, Eternal Duration, and the Notion 
of Perception it ſelf: we diſcern alſo Theo'ogical Truths ſhining there, as 
the lively Idea of God pourtrayed in his Divine Attributes, and the Senſe 
of our Dependance upon him. Theſe things have no Signatures in Matter, 
are no Senſible objze&snor Phantaſins of Corporeal Beings deriv'd through 
our Senſes, or excited in us by the Imprefles of Bodily Motion ; and there- 
fore we ought to conclude that the Incorporeal Idea's by which we know 
theſe things are Congenial to our Souls, and alſo to reſt aſſured that they are 
Immaterial. | 

If the Soul were only a few thick Curds inclos d witha Bony Skull,and all 
things without us be only Bodies ; it is no more poſſible that any knock of 
dull Matter ſhould be able to beat the ſubtile Notion of a Deity into our 
Heads, then itis to wake an Intelligent Poſſet of Sack and Milk. What 
ſort of Glaſs is that in which you can hope to repreſent to our Eyes Compa- 
riſons, Similitudes and Diſſimilitudes ? If the Soul were Corporeal, it 
could no more be ſenſible by anexternal Motion that it is a Peing which Un- 
derſtands, Reaſons and Diſcourſes, then an Artiſt can make a Leoking-glaſs 
which will ſhew the Images of things that are Inviſible. We have the fore- 
mention'd Idea of our Soul ; and ir is clearer then any Conception which 
we are able to frame of Bodily nature, and yet no Corporeal Matter could 
repreſent any ſuch thing tous ; It is necefſary therefore to conclude that this 
Knowledge ariſes from the Innate Power of an Inwaterial Principle. 

The Soul doth not only ſhew the Excellency of 1ts Underſtanding Facul- 
ty by aſimple Apprehenſion of ſingle Obje&s, which ic takes in to furniſh 
It ſelf with fit materials of Diſcourſe ; but doth alſo compare their ſeveral 
Natures, conſider their diflerent Properties, and contemplate their various 
Reſpeas, and ſo arrives at an uſeful Knowledge of things. By this Diſcur- 
five Power we are enabled to frame Arguments, to make inferences, to 
pronounce concerning the Similitude and Diſſimilitude of things, to deſign 
ſet Ends of our Operations, to chuſe fit Means, and reje& ſuch as are un- 
fit for our purpoſe ; and by a rare AGivity of this Intel.«&1 al Faculty the 
Soul doth with an unſpeakable quickneſs apply it ſelf ro the Contemplation 
of all things, and march in a few minutes through the who'e Region of In- 
telligible Objeds, and ſo declares how far its Acts are exalted above any 
thing which is diſcernable in Bodies aſſiſted only by Moticn. I know very 

well that ſome, who affirm that all the Phenomena in the Wor'd may be 
reſolv'd by Matter and Motion, will ſay that theſe Operations are not ma- 
nag'd by virtue of any Immaterial Principle, but by the Iwpuiſe = Re- 
a&on 
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action of agirated Bodies, But we muſt deny thart this is poſſible, excepr 
we will be toablurd as to ſay, That whatſoever is moved doth perceiveand 
grant thata Stone Path Perception as well as a Man, that the Paper feels 
the Pen that writes upon it, that a Viol while it is played upon is a Senſitive 
Creature; and conc.ude that the Soul is only a little fine duit which feels the 
torce of Arguments, That Atoms wake Syllogiſms, That Diſputation is 
only ſome Aerial Particles b:own up and down with a Philoſophical wind, 
and that the whitfingdult which ſli-s in the faces of Travellers doth take a 
diſtin& notice of them as they paſs upon the Road, If the Particles of 
Matter have no Senſe in them, they can never produce it by any ſort of 
Motion,unlefs we grant that there may be more Exceljency in the Efted then 
in the cauſe. | | 

Thar there isa higher Principle of Knowledge in Humane Nature then mo- 
ved Matter and its Re-aGion, appears further by thoſe Reflex As of this 
Self-knowing Subſtance in which the Soul becomes it's own Obje&, and per- 
cerves that 1t Coth perceive. All watter is ſo extended that no part of it 
can act upon it ſelf by a Revolution into it ſelf, more then the end of one of 
our Fingers can touch it ſelf, 'or the Eye ſee it ſelf. And when Material 
things ſeem to a& upon themſelves, it is manifelt to ſuchas conſider, that 
it 15 only one part that ads upon another part of the ſame thing. This Reflex 
Operation doth not only exc!ude the Senſes, but is rais'd above the Power of 
Phancie : For that working only by the help of groſs Phantaſms 1s not able 
to perceive that it doth Imagine ; becauſe no Image of Perception can be 
convey'd to the Phancie by any Inſtrument of Senſe. Shall we be fo vain 
as tO think that a Looking-glaſs doth not only repreſent our Image, but alſo 
fee us when we ſtand before it,and refleGing upon that a& diſcern that 'it 
doth fee us ? That Caves reverberate Sounds we know : but do they hear 
us too, and conſider that they do ſo? Fooliſh Lovers ! You think you talk 
unheard in your ſolitary Walks. The ho!low Rocks with which you con- 
verſe are more pitiful then you imagine, they underſtand your complaints 
and reſent your wrongs : Nay, ' your ſympathizing Lutes hear the Airs you 
play, and are mich affected with the proper Compoſition of your paſſio- 
nate Sonnets. No, no, Medenarete, let us not believe ſuch ridiculous things. 
Perception 1s not Re-aGtlon after Motion, but a Recognition of thoſe In- 
prefſions which by Motionare made upon us, which is above the power of 
dull Marter. 

I cannot but think alſo that the Soul doth ſufficiently reveal its Immateri- 
al Nature, whilſt it colle&s the Perceptions of all the.Senſes, compares 
them together , orders the great variety of Phantaſms which float in the 
Inmagination,and wakes a Judgment Þoth of the Senſe ard Phancie. It is 
not any of rhe Senſes, for they do never reprehend themſe]ves. The Eye 
doth not Judge of Hearing, nor the Earof Taſts. It is not the Phancie, for 
that receives no Images of things but ſuch as are deliver'd by the Senſes ; 
and yer we find a Principle in us which forms apprehenſions of things con- 
trary to thoſe which are convey'd to us by the Organs of Senſe, and rejects 
the Phantaſins of Imagination as inſufficient Aſſurances concerning the truth 
of external Objeas : Not pronouncing that either the Senſes or the Phancie 
are deceiv'd, for it knows that they only declare their own Paſſions, which 
are really ſuch as they ſeein to be ; but diſcerns withal that it ſhould be de- 
ceiv'd if it didalwayes believe things to be ſuch as they are repreſented by 
thoſe Images. When the Eye ſeesa Stick whoſe half is under water, It 1s 
picur'd to the [maginationgs crooked ; but the Mind knowing that the Re- 
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preſentations of Senſe which are carried to the Brain by Corporeal Motion 
are wade without Judgment, examins the Phantaſm, and pronounceth the 
Stick ro be ſtraight. 

By this it plainly appears that the Soul is nota Corporeal Faculty : for 
they are all confin'd to their own ſingle tasks, as the Eye to ſeeing, and the 
Ear to hearing ; but the Soul hath an univerſal Perception, an unbounded 
capacity of Senſationextended to all things, even its own Perceptions ; and 
is plac'd amongſt thoſe little Powers which flow from it ſelf, as a Supreme 
Judge of all their Operations. And as the Soul would be frequently delu- 

_ ded by more Senſes then one, if in many caſes it did not contradi& Corpo- 
real Impreſſions, and frame another Judgment of things then that which a- 
grees with Senſible Repreſentations ; ſo it could never be able to withdraw 
it ſelf from theſe bodily Images that it might clearly diſcern what is true, if 
it were not an Immaterial Principle ; neither could it make reſults cont 
to the Perception of the Senſitive Faculties, if it were not a diſtin& Power 
Superior to them. : 

Though theſe things are abundantly ſufficient to afſure us what kind of 
thing the Soul is;yet, as if it defir'd to appear plainly to all who are willing 
to be acquainted with ir, the truth of its nature is diſcover'd in many other 
Operations:but I will inſtance only in that of Remembrance.lf the Soul were 
only Matter, the Notions of paſt things would ſeem only to have been writ- 
ten in water ; for we know that our Bodies are continually waſted with in- 
ſenſible Tranſpirations. The parts of this Atomical Compoſition ſtill mar- 
ching away, and other ſucceeding in their rooms, if nothing in us were fix*d 
and immutable, we ſhould not only find it difficult to remember the Obſer- 
vations of our former Life, but be apt to forget what we our ſelves were in 
times paſt : or, if Memory be only fading Motion, like that which we diſ- 
cern upon the Surface of Water afrer a Stone is thrown into it, it is impoſ- 
ſible to imagin by what Preſervatives this feeble Trembling ſhould continue 
ſo long as we know we can remember. For many years after this Motion 
muſt needs have ctas'd, we find the Phantaſivs of things long before paſt as 

1 On wk freſhas if they had but newly happened. | 

ehimks the Sout 1 will not trouble you, © Synthneſcon, ſaid Þ friſtander, continuing his 
ms with the Diſcourſe, with any more Arguments concerning this matter. The Actions 
” ow which I have nam'd do prove the Soul to bean Incorporeal Subſtance ; it 
Men. being evident to any Ingenuous Philoſopher that no Contexture of Atoms is 
capable of ſuchOperations,and that it is impoſſible they ſhould be produc'd 

only by the Motion of Matter agitated. But I would add this ro what I 

have ſaid already ; That though I do really believe that the fore-mention'd 

Arguments are in themſelves certain Truths, and do ſufficiently prove the 
Immortality of our Souls ; yet I think God hath given usa higher aflurance 
concerning this Article of Faith then any thing which I have mention'd : I 

mean that our Immortality is better demonſtrated from the Reſurre&tion 

and Aſcenſion of our Saviour then by any AfodeiQtical Preofs drawn from 

other Topicks. All are not prepar'd for Phi:oſophical Arguments, becauſe 

many of them are ſubrile, and ſo above the reach of weak Capacities 

neither are they of force to uphold a Beleif in thoſe who underſtand them 

no longer then they do carefully attend to the Coherenceof every Demon- 

ſtration, Our Saviear riſing from the Grave and appearing in the ſame Bo- 

dy in which he was Crucified, both after his Reſurre&1on to many of his 

Friends upon Earth, and after his Aſcenſion to one of his Apoſties from 

Heaven, gave ſufficient notice that he had overcome the Power of that 
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Death which he ſuiter'd upon the Croſs, and by the truth of his glorious 
Exiſtence exhibited an evident Teſtimony of the Souls Incorruptibility.And 
I muſt tell yon, Syzthneſcop, that the conviction which we receive from this 
Argument doth fo tar tranſcend the SatisfaGion which we find in all others 


which have been produc'd by the Determination of this Queſtion,that Chri- - 


ſtian Religion may be truly ſaid to have the Glory of giving a juſt Dem6n- 
ſtration of the Life to come, anda clear Aſſurance of the Immortal Happi- 
neſs of our future ſtate. | 

Here Synthneſcon teply'd, I cannot but acknowledg it, 4riſtander, as a 
very great obligation, that you are pleas'd to alloy us the benefit of your 
Converſation, eſpecially at this time when your Repoſe is neceffary to your 
Health ; and if it were not for continuing a diſturbance, I ſhould beſeech 

ou to deliver me Þy your excel:ent Diſcourſe from the vexation of ſome 
Objections which moleſt my Faith,and with which I find my ſelf more trou- 
bled, becauſe this Article 15 very [mportant. I underſtand very well; ſaid 
Ariſtander, that a freedom from Company would contribute nothing to the 
Reſtauration of my Health, and I aſſure you thar I do not think that thoſe 
few Hours of my Life which yet remain, can be better jmployed then in this 
ſor of Converſation; and therefore you have a fair leave to propound your 
ſcruples. Syzthreſcon accepting this courteous offer, began thus : I find it 
difficult to think that the Soul 1s any Tmmaterial Subſtance, becauſe I cannot 
imagin how it ſhould be joyn'd to this Body, I can hardly believe that 
there isany ſuch ſtrange ſort of Glue which is able to faſten together two ſuch 
different Natures. It ſeems to be an odd Marriage, wherein ſo ſubtile a 
Principle as you make the Soul, ſhould defire to eſpouſe to it ſelf dull Mat- 
rer, and yet if it would contrad ſuch an Union, it 'cannor, becauſe it 
would paſs through Matter, by reaſon of its all-penetrating nature, and fo 
be unablt to take ſuch faſt holdas to makea Whole conſiſting of thoſe two 
Parts which you call Soul and Body. 

I rather phancie an Identity of things expreſt by thoſe twonames, then 
an Union of diſtind parts, and ſuppoſe the Soul and Body are rather one then 
United, becauſe the Soul, which you magnifie ſo much for its innate Pow- 
er, is not able to perform thoſe noble Operations, for which you pronounce 
it an Immaterial Subſtance, when the Body is diſtemper'd by exceſs of 
Meats or Drinks, or indiſpos'd by Diſeaſes and old Age. Who isable to. 
diſcourſe rationally when he 1s drunk ? The Extravagancies of Mad-menare 
notorious ; the Operations of the Intelle& wholly ceaſe in Lethargies and 
Apoplexies : and I amapt to argue, that as the Soul ſufters an Infancy when 
the Body is young, grows more vigorous in riper years, becomes decrepid 
in old Ape, and is ſick with the Body, © it alſodies with it. | 


This Belief receivs Confirwation from that which is obfervable in the, 


manner by which Death ſeizeth uponus ; for®*dying perſons feel themſelves 
periſh by Degrees, they loſe one Facultie after another, Speech, Memory, 
Sightand Hearing : And as the particular Senſes which are proper to every 
Organ are taken away by the Prevalency of a Diſeaſe ; fo I ſuppoſe that 
whatſoever it 1s which you call Sou/ muſt needs be deſtroy'd by Death. 
Beſides this, if there be a Soul, it 1s Diviſible, and therefore not Immor- 
tal ; as may be perceiv'd inthe Motion which continues in the ſeveral Parts 
of a Body when the Whole is cut into pieces. What can be the reaſon of 
that Apitation, but that the Soul being commenſurate with the Whole, is di- 
vided into every Part, and ſo moves them awhile, and after ſome time pe- 
riſheth, being only a Mortal Vigour of warm Spirits. TER 
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Such 6s think 
the Soul and | : : . SET 
Body ro periſh» 'of the Soul upon this Suppoſition , That there is no ſuch thing in rhe 


in Drathe 


If it did eſcape theſe dangers, as you pretend ir doth, I know not to 
what.purpoſe it ſhould then be continued 1n Being ; for it cannot at out of 
the Body, and having no Operations it muſt needs be condemn'd toan un- 
happy Dulneſs ina moſt affliting Solitude, It can neither hear Muſical 
Sounds, nor ſee the Beautiful World, nor difcourſe, nor converſe with 
others; and therefore it is rational to ſuppoſe that it doth not Exiſt at 
all. 

| I nniſtadd alfo, that what you call Soul in us ſeems to underſtand that 

dark Fate which awaits it in Death, and that this ſad Preſage makes men 
afraid to die. If the Soul were an Immortal Spirit able ro ſubſiſt of it 
ſelf, -it ſhould rejoyce to leave this Body, and it would find no reafon to 
be ehamour'd with it, if it be deſtinated to an Immortal Happineſs, as 
you ſay. it is, in the ſeparate ſtate. 

I have heard ſome ſay too, that if there be any ſuch ſtate, it ſeems very 
ſtrange that none of thoſe Millions of Souls which are gone into the other 
World ſhould return and give us notice of their condition ; eſpecially con- 
ſidering that the great affe&ion which many of them before their Departure 
ſeem'd to have for their Friends here, muſt needs make them willing,if they 
be able, to inform them in ſuch a wn and attair, and concerning which 
they do exceedingly deſire to be aſſure .. Theſe Arguments pur together 
overthrowing all Hopes, at leaſt the Certainty, of a Future ſtate, chey 
ſuppaſe it rational to improve the preſpnt to all poſſible ſarisfa@tions : and 
though by reaſon of this Unbelief they do many thirigs which you eſteem 
vicious, and take that courſe of Life which you condemn; yet &nw! think 
themſelves juſtified by this, that they do þut reap thoſe Fruits which would 
periſh if they were not gathered, and that they ſhould live to no purpoſe 
if they liv'd otherwiſe. _ 

Ariſtanaer perceiving thatSynthneſcon had finiſh'd his ObjeQons, reply'd 
thus : -I am giad that you let us know what way be ſaid againſt the Belief of 
our Immortality, becauſe you have given us occaſion to confirm this gene- 
rous Truth, and to aſſure our' ſelves that the Comfort which we take in it 
bath a ſure foundation in the unperiſhable nature 'of the Soul which we have 


receiv'd from God. I will ſhew you the Vanity of thoſe Arguments by which 


you endeavour to gain credit to the Error of your diſconſolate Opinion. 

But before I anſwer your ObjeGions particularly,I will premiſe a fer things 

concerning the Temper and Deſign of the * Panthyeriſts. | 
Andfirſt I muſt give you notice, that whilſt they deny the Immortality 


worldas Incorporeal Being , they beg the Queſtion which they ought to 
prove,” and think themſelvesgreat Philoſophers when they have only affron- 
red the Truth with bold ContradiGions. I might tell you alſo that that 
ſhew of Argument which ſome of them take from the Death of the Body, 
is but of the ſame validity with the former Preſumption, and makes ag 
much for us as againſt us ; ſince whilſt they talk confidently of the ſtate of 
the Dead, they know not what it is to Die. They pretend indeed to do 
ſervice to Mankind, and undertake by their Principle to deliver us from 
thoſe Fears which we are apt to apprehend ina future ſtate : bur do real] y 
adminiſter no higher Conſolation, then thoſe who tell poor Sailers when 
they are diſtreſs'd with ill weather, that within a few hours they ſhall be 


drown'd. Which is infinitely below that encouragement which our Prin- 


ciplelbeſtows upon thoſe who paſs through this tempeſtuous World ; for 
it aſſures all, who do not wake themſelves incapable of itÞy a wicked 
Deport- 


- 
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Deportment in the way, of a ſafe Arrival ina happy Port after a few ſhort 
Storms are paſt. The LVanthnetiſisa'ſo ſhew that they areno Friends of God, 
becauſe they take away the greateſt Verification of his Providence. It is 
well known that things are not alwayes brought to rights here ; and that 
they induce men to think either that there isno God , or elſe that he is not 
Good and Juſt, by ſaying that it ſhall not be done afterward. But the truth 
is, che chief uſe which they make of this falſe Notion is the Indulgence of a 
Vicious Lite, in which they pleaſe themſelves fo much the more freely "iv 
they are able to make themſelves believe that they ſhall not be call'd to ac- 
Count for it in the Eternal Worid. But how unlikel y they are to enjoy what 
they expe, I will ſhew you, by diſcovering the weak grounds upon which 
their Hope 1s built. 

You are tempted to think that the Soul is not an Immaterial Subſtance, 
becauſe, as you ſaid , you cannot imagine how it ſhould be united with one 
that is Material. But this Scruple need not trouble you , fince ir riſeth on- 
ly from the unknowableneſs of the manner of this Union. You might as 
well doubt whether the parts of Matter be united ; for there is as much dif- 
ficulty to apprehend the Connexion which one part of Matter hath with 
another, as in this Hypotheſis, Can you eaſily imagine with what Bend the 
parts of [ron are fo fa(t lock'd together, or what Cement makes the Particles 
of hard Stone cleave ſo cloſe to one another? 1f you ſay they are united 
by Juxta-poſition and Reſt , we can as well phancie the Soul to be imme- 
gdiately united with the Body, as the parts of Matter to be after that faſhion 
put cloſe to one another; and it is as demonſtrable that the Soul may move 
the Body, and be in no more danger of being divided from it, then two Bo- 
dies are of being diſ-united when they are mov'd together, I grant that this 
Union is one of the greateſt Secrets in Nature, but yet a moſt credible 
Truth 3 for having prov'd that the Soul is Incorporeal , and perceiving by 
Experience that it doth inform the Body by an intimate Preſence , we have " 
no reaſon to doubt the poſſibility of the fore-mention'd Conjun&ion,thouph | [i 
we underſtand not the Phyſical way of this Myſtical Incorporation, Nei- 
ther would you have objected the Unfitneſs of this Marriage, if you had con- 
tider'd that he who appointed it made Þoth Parties apt to be joyn'd toge- # 
ther. For if Corporeal Matter had not been united with an Intelligent Prin- } 
ciple, it couldno other way have been exalted to that Dignity which it 
now enjoys: and the Soul 1s requited for this Condeſcenfion, becauſe there 
15no other means, as far as we can imagine, by which we could have attain'd 
tat Knowledge which we have now of the Nature of Matter, but by this 
intmate Conjundion with tit. | 

Your ſecond ObjeGion is very unable to do you ſervice, for it offers only 
a faint Proof of Indentity of Efſence frem the Sympathy which is perceiv'd 
ro be betwixt indifterent things. We cannot but grant that the Union of the 
Soul & Body is very ſtri&,and that the Soul 1s by this cloſe connexion much 
tubjected to the Laws of Corporeal Nature , and forc'd to have a deep ſenſe 
of Bodily Infirmiries; by which the All-wiſe Creator hath engag'd it to rake 
care of the Body,and to reiieve its Neceſſities, being partly its own. By this 
Union alſo the Sou! 15 made able to command the Body more eaſily , and at 
pleaſure to communicate its own vertue into the ſeveral parts thereof, by 
which means this Compoſition is made a moſt rareAutomatousMachiza: And 
whilſt the Soul is made very ſenſible of the Perturbations which happen in 
tne Animal Spirirs , the Corporeai Paſſions are made a Trial of our Wiſdom i; 
(ve being put io lcarn carefully to diſtinguiſh betwixt thoſe Motions which [1 
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we find deriv'd into our Bodies from our own Wills, and thoſe Impreſſions 
which the Soul receives from the Bodily Temper) and alſo an exerciſeand 
aſſurance of Vertue ; when the Soul is able not to grant that which the bo- 
dily Appetite doth not only crave, but makes us ajſo feel great pain, whilſt 
for reaſons which it doth not underſtand we deny it, and ſo prove that we 
have got a Dominion over the Body , ſince we are not brutiſhly affected 
with every Paſſion which is rais'd in it by the Motion of Spirituous bloud, 
nor carried toAdion according to thoſe Provocations which are tranſinitted 
into the Phancie from the Impulſe of External Objeas. By which Experi- 
ment the Soul proves it ſelf to be of an Immaterial Nature ; for chough it: 
hath an a&ual Senſation of a fleſhly Delight , yet by a noble AG of the Ra- 
tional Will it chuſeth a good which is contrary to fleſhly Pleaſure, and 
which no Corporeal Faculty is able ſo much as to apprehend. By this 
which I have ſaid , it is manifeſt that the Soul , though it be not one with 
the Body , may be capable of thoſe Advantages and Diſturbances which you 
- mention'd ; and being diſtin& in Eſſence from the Body with which it is 
cloſely united,may receive conſiderable hinderances in its Operations from 
the Indiſpoſition of the Animal Spirits in Sickneſs and old Ape, and 
from the Confuſion of Phantaſws when the Bloud is drench'd too nuch in 
Wine, or ſwell'd with groſs Humours , and the Brain clouded with Me- 
lancholick Fumes, and the Phancie deprav'd with black Vapours ; the Soul 
remaining untouch'd in the vigour of her IntelleQual Faculty, only hinder'd 
by the Diſtemper of thoſe Inſtruments which ſhe is forc'd to uſe in this 
Conjun& State. So that the inconveniences which you objected do no more 
prove that the Soul is weakened in her own Nature , then we can conclude 
our Foot to be lame, becauſe we halt when one Shoe hath an higher heel 
then the. other. It is not to be expecRed that, whilſt the Soul is under 
ſuch diſadvantages , ſhe ſhould perform her uſual Actions as well as at other 
times, more then that an Artiſt ſhould expreſs his beſt Skill with a bad 
Tool. But that the Eſſential Faculties receive no damage in themſelves, 
appears by thoſe regular Operations which ſhe doth again exert when the 
Body is reſtor'd to its proper Uſefulneſs by the recovery of Health, by re- 
turning to a ſober Temper , by awakening from Sleep, and Vidgory over 
Apople@ical Diſtempers. Beſides this, we have great reaſon to think 
our Souls Immortal notwithſtanding what happens to us in Sleep, fince 
though they are then ſecluded from Converſe with External Objeds, they do 
frequently , and, for ought we know, alwayes A&; neither do the ſufferings 
of Mad-men weaken our Faith, ſince though they have extravagant Phan- 
cies, yet they Apprehend, which no Material thing can do. 

Your Argument taken from that which Dying perſons feel , would fig- 
nifie ſomething , if we ſhould take for truth whatſoever you have a mind to 
ſay. We know not what Senſation is inthe Souls of Dying perſons in that 
moment when they leave the Body. We muſt prant that which is eaſte to 
be experimented,that when the Vital Heat is ſuffocated by Putrefied bloud, 
or exhauſted by old Age, the Members of the Body will receive no Influ- 
ence from the Soul , and the Immortal Spirit will then go away, as Birds 
flie voluntarily out of old Neſts ; oris forc'd out of an unfit lodging, which 
afterward will decay by theabſence of the former Inhabitatit: Bur that doth 
no more prove that the Soul periſheth, then it is true that a Tenant dies be- 
cauſe he is turn'd out of his houſe by his Landord. | 

You added, I remember, that the Soul is not put out, but cut in pieces 
ſometimes , and ſo muſt needs die. To prove this you urge the Motion 
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which remains in the Pivided parts of a Fody. Bur you will perceive that 
this is a very weak Arguwent, if you conſider that the Aivity of the 
Animal Spirits can eaſily move che Divided parts , till by that Motion they 
are diſſipated ; bur it doth not give us any juſt occaſion to think that the 
Sou! 1s divided, tince it was prov'd before that it is Immaterial : and this 
Phenomenon is otherwiſe fairly ſalvable , the Soul having a power to with- 
draw it ſelf intirely into one part, or to go away from the whole, as it 
pleaſeth , without ſuffering any prejudice by the Divition of the bodily 
Members. | 

Whereas you phanſie that if the Soul ſhould ſubſiſt in the Separate ſtate, 
it would be unhappy , being depriv'd of all the Organs of bodily Senſe, 
and ſo render'd unable to underitand or do any thing ; I crave leave to tell 
you, that though many of our preſent Faculties muſt needs be buried in a 
kind of Sleep by Death, and though the particular deſcription of the Fu- 
ture ſtate in which our Souls ſhall be after their Separation from the Body , 
doth by many degrees tranſcend the capacity of our Reaſon, and that God 
hath not ſapply'd that Defe& with the clearneſs of Revelation; yet being 
fully ſatisfied as to the Exiſtence of our Souls after Death by the fore-men- 
ction'd Arguments, I am not diſpleas'd rhat the Happineſs of my Future ſtate 
is ſogreat thac I cannot now comprehend it : and as I truſt the Goodneſs of 
God for my Felicity, ſo [ leave the Manner of making me happy to his 
Wiſdom ; not doubting but he will beſtow upon the Soul , or awake guc 
of it, Faculties ſuteable to that condition. And fince the Soul is an In- 
telligent Principle, and contains in it ſelf a power of univerſal Percep= 
tion, by which ic now underſtands what is repreſented by the Organs of 
Senſe ; ſo when it is deſtitute of theſe Inſtruments, it may well enough 
perceive after ſome more tranſcendent manner in a degree proportiona- 
ble to that which -we attribute to God and Angels. He who made our 

Souls can eaſily give them, when they are out of theſe Bodies, the Spe- 
_ cies of all things which will concern us to know , if we did not under- 
ſtand them before, or to remember, if we did. That becauſe they can- 
not ac as they do now, therefore they ſhall be able to do nothing at all, 
15 an Argument no better then this, A man cannot fing, becauſe his Lute 
is broke. A Country Clown doth ſcarce underſtand any other uſe of his 
Hands then to plow , to dig , to ſow, to reap, or to thraſh ; but he would 
be laugh'd at if he ſhould affirm that there wereno other beſides theſe: for 
we know to what excellent Imployments they are put by Luteniſts, Pain- 
ters , and other Artiſts. And we may rationally think that there are no- 
ble Operations in the other State of which this Principle is capable, 
ſince it doth declare an admirable Capacity at preſent ; and ſo there is no 
fear that we ſhall be idle in the other Worid. That diſconſolate Solitude 
which you talk'd of is as little to be dreaded ; for the Ethereal Regions 
wouſt needs be ſo well Peopled, that we cannot eaſily be alone , and the Com- 

panions to which Good Sou's will then be gather'd are fo deſirable , that 
_ they will have no preat mind to return hither. 

Whereas you ſaid that if Souls be Immortal , it is ſtrange that they are 
unwilling to leave the Body, and that if they be deſtinated to a happy 
condition, it is impoſſible but they ſhould rejoyce in the near approches 
of that Felicity to which Death doth tranſport them ; I muſt defire you 
to remember that this World is poſſeſs'd by two ſorts of Inhabitants, 
Good men and Bad. Bad men do not deſire to leave their Bodies, nei- 
ther is there any reaſon ivhy they ſhould ; for though their Souls are Im- 
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;binks the Soul joy'dall the Delights of this preſent World, and they have had ſuch a clear 


es die with the Preſage of their Future Bliſs , that they complain'd of Death only for thoſe 


mortal by Nature , yet they mnſt be unhappy by the appointment of juſtice. 
They deny there 1s any Future ſtate,and heartily wiſh that there were gone, 
becauſe they know that they have no ſhare of Felicity in it. They are a- 
fraid to die, leſt they ſhould be puniſh'd : So Malefaciors are unwilling to 
leave the Priſon , becauſe then they are carried to Execution. But this is 
no Argument againſt the Immortality of the Soul, or the Naturalneſs 
of thoſe Deſires which we have of it, ſince we know that men do ſome- 
times make the Life which they enjoy in this World undeſirable , though 
Naturally it is very dear unto them. Good men are not only willing to 
reſign this Life , but ſome have molt paſlionately delir'd that they wight, 
Hiſtory doth ſupply us with various Inſtances of Excel:ent Perſons, who 
have eſteem'd the time of their Diſſolution the Epoche of a better Na- 
tivity, and have proteſted to their Friends an abſolute unwillingne(sto 


. run the courſe of their Terrene Life over again: and theſe not Calamitous 


rſons wearied with the Miſeries of the World, who like yex'd Gamc- 
ters throw up their Cards, not becauſe they have no mind to p'ay any 
more, but becauſe their Game is bad : No, * Synthreſcon , ſuch as have en- 


Delays by which they thought themſelves kept from the Poſſeſſion of Im- 
mortal Joys. 2 OM 

It is true that Naturally we bave an unacceptable Senſe of our Diſſo- 
lution, which proceeds partly from the long and intiwate Commerce which 
we have had with the Body , and is one of the moſt conſiderable Imper- 
fetions which we contra by the Incorporation of our Souls, and is 
highly increas'd inal] who have plung'd theinſelves deep into the love of 
venſual Pleaſures, prevails much in Melancholick Tempers , and ſhakes 
weak Believers who have taken pains to know the reaſon of their 
Faith, or to prepare themſelves for the Future ſtate which they pretend 
to believe. Butas it is fit that we ſhould willingly ſtay in the Body till 
Qur work be finiſh'd, ſo the difficulties which attend our Departure from 
hence are eaſily conquerable by all Good men , who are uſually ſo far from 
fearing Death as a conſiderable Enemy , that they do many times court it as 
a ſerviceable Friend. 

That which you ſuggeſted againſt the Reality of a Future Life from the 
not-returning of the Dead to give us Information concerning it , bath been 
often urg'd , but for the moſt part inſolently , and alwayes falſly. Will 
not: men believe what is true , except they be told by ſuch Meflengers as 
they require ? We know not what Laws are appointed to ſuch as are re- 
mov'd into the other World; but we may reaſonably think that they cannot 
ge Whither they pleaſe , or do what they will. Muſt bleſſed Sou's leave 
their repoſe to inform thoſe concerning Truth , who are ſuch Infidels that 
they will not believe their Saviour ? If the Danm'd Spirits be ſuppos'd ro 
bave ſo much Charity, whichis very unlikely , yet how 1s it poſſible that 
they ſhould ſhake off their Chains of Darkneſs, and break out of their 
Priſons , to come into the Regions of Light, to preach Immortality ? You 
aught to remember, Synthneſcon, that God hath indulg'd our weaknef; 
and ſent many fromthe ather World to give us notice of the certainty of a 
Furure ſtate ; the Saviour of Men being the chief Inſtance of this Favour, 
who appear'd in Life after he was Crucified , and ſhew'd himicit to wany 
hundred Witneſſes, whoſe Teſtimony 1s beyond all exception. 

But to makean end of this Diſcourſe; I grant, as youſaid in your laſt 
words, 
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words, that notw:thitanding all the SaitsfaGion which God hath offer'd 
in this particu/ar þy the Demonſtrations of Reaſun and the Confirmations 
of his Holy Goſpel , Intidels do ſtill pretend want of aſſurance as to the 
ruth of a Fucure life, and having objected the obſcure notice of what 
they ſhall be hereatter, think they bave Athctently warranted their pre- 
ſeac Senſiality againſt al! juſt Reproot, and , by a Philoſophy fit for Beaſts; 
conclude, that becaute they have no Souls , they ought to indulge their Bo- 
dies In their moſt brutiſh Apperites. Eur the defect of their Diſcourſe is 
manifeſt in this, that they judge themſcives to be rare diſcerners of Truth, 
becauſe they do not believe it ; that they have great Wits, becauſe they 
are abc towake Sophiſtical Cavils againit that which they have ſcarce ever 
took into their thoughts but with a purpoſe to oppole it; and eſteem them- 
ſelves wile 1n running the greateſt hazard in the world , though they have 
not ſpent much time in weighing the {lightneſs of thoſe Reaſons for which 
they do ſo, nor have conſider'd with a juſt ſeriouſneſs how infinitely the 
ſolid Happineſs of an Immortal ſtate doth exceed thoſe fleſhly Pleaſures 
which they hold upon uncertain terms, the longelt Pate of their Fruition 
which is poſhble being only a very ſhort Lite. 

Here let me te!] you, Syathreſcon , one thing which hath been obſerv'd 
by many wiſe men , That ſeeing the Credibility of an Immortal ſtate doth 
exceed all the Probability of their Bold Conzecures by as many degrees as 
the Bliſs of Heaven tranſcends the vain Pleaſures of a Senſual life, it 
muſt needs be ſome extravagant love of ſuch Liberties as are inconſiſtent 
with other Articles of Faith which are joyn'd with this of Immortality ; 
and which are repugnant to thoſe Conſequencies which follow from this 


' Principle, which makes themſo boldly to expoſe themſelves to the danger 


of an Eternal Miſery by Unbelief. Ir isa known Rule , that ſuch as live 
Viciouſly will endeavour to believe Falfly ; and therefore I would adviſe 
you , inſtead of a buke purſuit of needleſs Arguments , ro ſeek a confirm'd 
ſenſe of the Truth of the Soul's Immortality, by living conforwably to 
thoſe Innacte Prineiples of Vertne which ſhine in ſerene Spirits, and to 
await that clear Aſſurance which is- darted into Holy Minds with thoſe 
heavenly Rayes of Divine Light which do frequently appear in all purg'd 
Sou's : and when you enjoy your Faculties in a pacate temper, think 
with your felf whether it be probable that the molt good God will ever 
quench or dilſatisfie rhoſe ſincere Deſires which his Goodneſs hath pro- 
cduc'd in his true Friends, and which makes them not only to know , but 
to love their Immortality , no: only to believe, but to delight in their 
Faith, hoping to enjoy God after Death more then before. Thoſe who find 
their Souisenamour'd with the Divine Goodnefs, are not only prepar'd for 
the Celeſtial Joyes of which that holy temper of Soul can never bedeſtitute, 
but have alſo an intrinſecal Aſſurance from the Principle it ſelf; being ena- 
Lied by the Power of it, notwithſtanding the Violence of all Corporeal 
Alſau'ts, to prefer the pure Delights of Vertue before all muddy Content- 
ments of ſenſual Pleaſure , and to eſteem the generous Satisfa@ion of an Ho- 
neſt Mind infinitely above the greateſt of thoſe baſe Advantages which are 
Vicioully obrain'd. 

Here 4riſtanaer broke off his pleaſant Diſcourſe, and the Company be- 
can to withdraw. * eMedenarete, converted by Ariſtander , or rather 
conquer'd by Truth , took her leave with this Complement; I humbly 
thank you, moſt noble Arifander, for all the Courtefies which T have 
1£cHtv d fromyou; andT proteſt toyou, that I think it a Favour infinitely 
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greater to be at this time redeem'd from the Errors of my Mind by your 
charitable Converſe, then to receive my Brother ſafe from that Danger in 
which yeſterday he muſt have loſt his Lite, 1f it had not been for your be- 
6 ons wy nigne Aſſiſtance. # Syntheeſcon being oblig'd to wait upon his Silter to her 
jopyoſe Fry Lodging, went away with her ; but'he made firſt a Declaration of his Thank- 
with ehe Bodz. fulneſs and Love to Ariftander with ſuch an aftecionate Air , that thoſe who 
looked upon him could not but think that he would much rather have ſtay'd 
and died with him, then have felt the moſt unpleaſing reſentment of his De- 
b 4ll-vertuous, Parture. Bentivolio,  Paxaretus and © Athanaſius would have taken their 
c Immortal, |eayes tO, but Ariſtander would not permit thew. His Chirurgeons tel.ing 
him that it would be convenient for him to retire from Company becauſe he 
had not many Minutes to live; Nay then, ſaid he, I will improve them as 
wellas I can : and having ſpent ſome time in Diſcoucſing with his Friends, 
4 An excelles: he call'd for his two Sons, 4 Callie and © Hilarion, and gave them his Pa- 
perſon, ternal Bleſſing ; but before he ſutter'd them to take their laſt leave, he enter- 
Cn of 5. tain'd them with this ſhort Speech, 

Since God doth allow you my Preſence but for a few Minutes, I would 
The Speech of give you ſome DireRions for the better guidance of your Futwe Life, 
dying to 5; which hope you will obſerve with no leſs care then it I were preſent with 
Children, you in thoſe moments wherein you ſhall have occaſion to uſe them. You 

are now arriv'd at that Age which wakes you capable of governing your 
ſelvesaccording to Reaſon, and therefore it is requiſite that you ſhould now 
deſign to your ſelves asthe end of your Life that Felicity of which your 
Nature is capable. It conſiſts in a ſerene Tranquillity of Mind during the 
time of this ſhort Life,and in a juſt Preparation for thoſe higter Joyes which 
await all Good men in the Eternal World when they leave theſe Bodies. 
Thoſe who propound no ſet End of Life unto themſelves ſeem to be born to 
no purpoſe,and live by chance ; and ſuch as delign a lower watter then that 
which I havenam'd muſt needs live vainly. ; 

Having ſeriouſly confider'd this DireQton , and fix'd your Reſolutions 
concerning thoſe Things which you are to do according to it, make all 
your Actions one continued Operation, that is, one Chain of Means faſt 
iink'd together, which you muſt alwayes uſe, to make your ſelves 
Maſters of your End. The Deſign 4s ſo conſiderable, that it is fit you 
ſhould refer the Endeavours of your whole Life towards the Accompliſh- 
ment of ir. 

For the good Government of your Life, you muſt remember that it is 
principally neceſſary that you learn to know your ſelves: For the true un- 
derſtanding of your own Nature is the firſt Foundation ofall wiſe Thoughts 
and prudent Actions. When you enquire concerning your ſelves, you will 
find that you are Created Beings conſiſting of a Reaſonable Soul joyn'd with 
a Fleſhly Body ; appointed by your Maker to live inthe Society of Neigh- 
bours like your ſelves. 

Whilt you perceive you were Created , you cannot but think it is the 
moſt worthy Action of your Life to endeavour to know your Creator, 
and when you know him, to honour him ; which you ſhall then dowhen 
you make your ſelves like unto him in all his imitable Perfe&icns; if you 
love him above your ſelves and all other things, if you obey his Com- 
mands with humble Sincerity , ſubmit to his Providence with a chearful 
Patience, and labour as much as you can to make him known and lov'd 
by others. You are oblig'd to this, becauſe you have not only receiv'd 
your Being from God , but do depend intirely upon his Good will me 
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all thoſe Bleſſings which make you Happy 1n this and the Future ſtate. Tc » ff 
1s neceſſary alſo to your Tranquility ; for if you negied this Direction , the j 
Peace of your Mind W111 be difturb'd with the ſenſe of your Ingratitude, Ml 
and you will alwayes fear the jult wrath of that potent God whom you have j 


difingenouſly ſlighted. T0 

Whilſt you conſider the Parts of which you conliſt , you will find that © 
they are not equal in Dignity , but that the Soul doth far tranſcend the Bo- i: 
dy , and which will therefore require your more careful Obſervance of it; | 
The Soul is of an Immaterial Nature , and Inmorral in its Duration, and 'F 
therefore you muſt value its Concerns as things of greater Worth then thoſe 
which relate to the Body. It is principled with an eſſential Love of Vertue; 
which you muſt never oppoſe; for if you do , it will alwayescondemn you : 
You will diſcover alſo that it is accomp!iſh'd with different Faculties,which 
you muſt learn to order pruden:1y, or elſe the ſtate of your Thoughts and 
Actions will be confounded. | 

Your chief Faculty is {{nderſtanding , which isa Principle capable of all 
Knowledge ; and you muſt make it your care to perfect it with that Wiſdom 
which conſiſts in the Knowledge of God and his Works. But of all-Pieces 
of Learning be ſure you benot Ignorant In Moral Philoſophy , for that will 
dire& you in the Practice of your Duties , and ſy condud you in the true 
way to your Happinels. 

To this Power God hath added Sexſuzve Appetite ; which is prudently 
put into our Nature as a neceſſary Preſervative of our Subfiſtence. For ſince 
there are many things which we continually need to ſupport our Being, ] 
by our Concupiſcible Faculty we are prone to defire that fort of Obje&s ; and | 
ſome things being hurtful to our Nature , we have an Iraſcible Power, "if 


which upon the Perception of any Adverſe Objed is ready to wake Re- {1} 
ſiſtance. _ q 

But becauſe the Sexſitive Appetites are in themſelves blind Powers , and | | 
way do us much miſchief if they be irregularly applied , you muſt alwayes | 


make theſe lower Faculties yield Obedience to Reaſoy. For you muſt know [1 
that beſides the two fore-mention'd Principles there is alſo beſtow'd upon 
usa Power of Deliberation and Choice , by which we are made as it were | 
Tutors to our ſelves : and therefore we ought frequently to conſider whe- 
ther that which we deſire or refuſe doth promote our Happineſs ; and whe- b; 
ther that which ſeems to pleale us be nota real Evil, though ic appear in if 
the form of Goodneſs ; and by a wiſe Authority which is put into our hands, k 
ſo to regulate our Appetites , that they oppreſs us not with the Exceſs of 
Vain Deſires , or torment us with the Madneſs of wrathful Paſſions. B 
the good uſe of this Choice you may obtain that Excellency which is call'd | 
Vertue : And this you ought to ſeek above all the Pleaſures in the World, 
becauſe it is the higheſt Perfeion of which we are capable, andis abſo- \ 
lutely neceſſary to our Tranquillity , the ſtate of Yzce being alwayes a Diſ- | 
compoſure. 

Since you are made to live inthe Company of others like your ſelves in 
Nature, the pleaſure of your Life deperids very much upon friendly So- | 
ciety, and therefore you muſt endeavour to preſerve an intire Charity with #} 
all your Neighbours ; and as you hope to be lov'd by others, you muſt love — 
them ſo truly, as never to do that to them which you would not have them do 
tO YOu, 

The Rules which concern the ordering of your Actions in all Caſes are 
very many, becauſe the Circumſtances which make various Caſes are \ 
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infinite ; and therefore I cammot give you a perfect Catalogue of them all ; 
but you are ſufficiently ſupplied with the HolyGoſpel of our Saviour, which 
I conmiend to your frequent peruſal, and charge you to read the Commands 
which you find there as Indeſpenſable Laws, not to be talk'd of, bur v- 
bey'd. You will hear alſo ſoft Whiſpers from your own Souls, telling you 
cruly what you ought to do in moſtCaſes.I have left you ſowe particular Aſ- 
ſiſtances in writing , which will dire& you amongſt other things what Books 
toread. The Rules which you will be able to frame to your ſelves by fo 
many Helps, you muſt learn by Experience to apply prudently toa!l Emer- 
gencies of your Life. At preſent I ſhall only acquaint you with a few Di- 
re&tions which come into my Mind. | 

Perform all loving Obedience to your Mother , whom I have made your 
Guardian, knowing that now you muſt look upon heras your Father too. 
Begin as ſoon as you can to accompliſh your ſelves with thoſe PerfeQions of 
which youare capable, remembring that Youth is a very Imperfect thing, 
and that the Future Hopes of young men do fo much depend upon an earl y 
Care, that the negle& of it doth alwayes make the Happineſs of their after- 
life difficult, and in ſome caſes unattainable. Whilſt you are young , you 
muſt be afraid of your ſelves; for that Age is ſo inconliderate , that though 
it moſt needs Advice , yet it leaſt regards it. You know not by how many 
Years your Life is meaſur'd , and therefore make ſuch uſe of your preſent 
Time , that you may not be prevented by Death or hindered by Diſeaſes 
from doing that which is proper to your reſpeGive Ages. Take pains to a- 
dorn your ſelves withall the decent Qualities which may make you accep- 
table ro Wiſe and Good men. Be not diſcourag'd with any Difficulties 
which you meet in the beginning of your Endeavours , neither deſ-ond up- 
on the perception of your Imbecility ; remembring that there was a time 
when the moſt famous Philoſophers could not read the Alphabet. Let no- 
thing rifle the Modeſty of yourSouls , which is a connate Preſervative by 
which God hath fortified you againſt many Enormities. Keep the Virgin- 
purity of your Souls unſpotted. If you conſent tofin , you will run into 
thoſeErrours which you will never beable to forgive your ſelves whilſt you 
live. Beſtow ſo much care upon your Body as will make it a fit Inſtru- 
ment for a thoughtful Soul. Know the Proportions of your Meat, Drink, 
Sleep and Recreations , and do not exceed them. Abhor Tdleneſs as the 
Mother of innumerable Sins 5 but in toilſome Labours remember that the 
frail Body is not ableto hold an equal pace with an Immortal Spirit. Neg- 
ke& not Deceney in your Apparel , Gracefulneſs in your Geſtures, or Hand- 
ſowneſs of Speech ; only be ſure to avoid Vanity in them all: I would 
not have you ſordid, or afteQate. Take heed of contraGing any fooliſh 
Habit, becauſe it is not only a Deformity , but hard to put off, You muſt 
al wayes takean eſpecial care with whom you aſſociate your ſelves ; for you 
can no more promiſe your ſelves to come away unhurt by Evil Company, 
then you can aſſure your Health in a Peſt-houſe. When you think of diſ- 
poſing your ſelves in a particular way of Life, take that courſe to which 
you are moſt naturally inclin'd ; a particular Diſpoſition is an Indication of 
Firntſs : and when you have engag'd your Thoughts, endeavour at a wode- 
rate Perfe&ion of Ability to diſcharge your Undertaking. You muſt not 
think that you are come into a World where nothing is to be ſuffer'd,, and + 
therefore inure your ſelves betimes to bear little Hard-ſhips : and ſince you 
wil! be tempted with Flatteries from the way to true Felicity , be ſure you 
have a watchful Eye againſt the Delufions of Senſualiry. Take heed of 
being 
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being enflav'd with a fond Self-love, and of being abus'd þy the troubleſome 
effect of it, Self-pitty, or depreſs'd with too affeGionate a ſympathy with 
the mortal Body. Endeavour to get Knowledg, conſidering that an Igno- 
rant perſon 1s but a blind Beaſt; yet eſteem humble Obedience infinitely a- 
bove the greateſt Knowledpe, and be ſure to afte& Goodneſs more then Ho- 
nour or Riches. When you are tempted to be proud, remember the fal- 
len Angels; and when you perceive Humility diſparag'd, think of your 
Saviour. Check the firſt Reliſhes of Self-excellency which you find in your 
Souls; if they grow Vigorous, they will ripen into Arrogant Thoughts 
and Deportment., When men ſpeak of Honour, know that they uſually 
miſtake it ; for they make many vain things the Foundations of that which 
proceeds only from Vertue.In your Actions propound to your conſtant Imi- 
tation one or two noble Examples, and think often whether that which you 
do would pleaſe Brave men ; and judge it a great matter to deſerve the Eſti- 
mation of thoſe who are Good,and account it a pitiful Weakneſs of Mind to 
fall out of your own favour by the Diſapprobation of thoſe whom you can- 
not but deſpiſe. Look upon Contentment with your Portion as the grea- 
teſt Inheritance which was ever enjoy'd in this poor World ; and having a 
moderate Eſtate be thankful, and know that there only the pureſt Tranquil- 
lity is to be found. Be obliging in your Deportment ; and according to that 
Revenue which God ſhall beſtow upon you be Charitable to the Poor ; and 
let the Meaſure of your Alms be above the twentieth part of that which you 
yearly receive. Avoid Envy in your way of Life as far as prudently you 
may; if you have any thing that is Excellent, you ſhall be ſure to meet it, and 
it is a very troubleſome Devil. Be ſtri& in the Obſervation of Temperate 
Rules ; for Sobriety is the beſt ſort of Phyſick, and health obtain'd by it,one 
of the greateſt Pleaſures in the World. Reproach none for their natural 
Imperfe&ions, and let the Deformity which appears in the Evil Manners 
of others alwayes endear your own Vertue to you ; and when you ſee the 
Unfortunate Examples of dreadful Falls in many whom you thought ſafe, 
learn to ſecure yourown Statien. Remember that by reaſon of Ignorance, 
Incogitancy and Vicious Inclination men do themſelves more hurt then they 
ſuffer from others ; and therefore learn to watch your ſelves more then ©- 
thers, and to be leſs angry at others then your ſelves. Underſtand your 
Concerns your ſelves ; and when you are forc't toask Advice, take heed 
that the Perſon whom you conſult have no Intereſt in your Afﬀair ; for that 
will warp his Counſel to your prejudice. Overcome all thoſe Apprehenſi- 
ons which you are ready toentertain from the doubtfulneſs of Publick Acci- 
dents by Faith in God's Providence ; and ſecure your ſelves againſt the Di- 
ſturbance which may ariſe from any thing which happens in your private Af- 
fairs, by remembring that you ſhall have need of Patience as long as you 
ſtay in the World. Be alwayey true to your Conſcience, and the good 
Teſtimony of that will ſecure yourPeace againſt the moſt waliciousCalumny. 
Be conſtant in the Obſervance of all Vertuous Rules ; and when your Good- 
neſs is become Habitual, it will be a Torment for you to Sin. Contradi& 
not your Principles at any time, in hope to make an Excuſe. Company was 
never appointed as a Toleration for Vice ; and in Solitude ir is a Baſeneſs 
not to reverence your ſelf ſo far as to make you aſhamed to do that which is 
evil in your own Preſence. What you underſtand to be your Duty, do ; 
remembring that Knowledge without Pra&ice doth us no more good then 
Indigeſted Meat and that the vain Renewal of ineffe&ual Purpoſes is the ſign 
of a Contemptible Spirit. When you find a convenient Opportunity to 
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promote your Happineſs in any Inſtance, wake uſe of it; anddo not believe 
that being ſlighted it will alwayes come when you are pleas'd to call for it. 
When you begin to be weary of any laborious Attendance to which you are 
engag'd by Vertue, quicken your Induſtry with the Hopes of that vaſt Re- 
ward which is promis'd to the Diligence of Good men in the Preſence of 
their Saviour: and when you find your work hard, pray to that good Spirit 
which is alwayes ready to aſſiſt all ſincere Endeavours. Think often that 
when the Judge of the World ſhall appear, wany will be condenn'd ; and 
take heed leſt you be of that Number. | 
And now, becauſe my Death approches, I will make an End of my Diſ- 
courſe. I know Dear Children, that you have a great Love for me, and that 
you think your ſelves not a little oblig'd to me tor the Care which I have 
taken of you ſince you were born; and therefore let me tell you that you 
ſhall expreſs your affe&ionate Gratitude in a way moſt acceptable tome, if 
you conform your Lives borh to theſe Princip!es and thoſe other Counſels 
which upon various occaſions you have receiv'd from me. Thoſe Children 
which imitate the Vertuous Examples which have been given them by their 
Parents, and yield obedience to thoſe Excellent Rules which their Loye en- 
deavouring to ſecure their Happineſs preſcrib'd to them, do more honour 
their Anceſtors, then if they celebrated their Funerals with the moſt pom- 
pous Obſequies, and endeavour'd to keep their Memories freſh with Anni- 
verſary Feaſts. Honour me thus, my Sons, and then after my Death I ſhall 
live in you. I do the more earneſtly require this ſort of Thankfulneſs from 
you, becauſe I can aſſure you that I never took any great content in- loo- 
king upon my ſelf as a Father, but that I hoped to leave Children in the 
World which would become Exawp!es of pious Vertue when Iam gone. 
Thus did the good * Ariſtander diſcipline Þ Ga/liſtus and © Hilarion with 
EY £94 the ſame Temper which was in old Cato when he read Lecures to his Son, 
b 4s Excelless and with the AﬀeRion which preat Tally expreſs'd when he wrote his noble 
perſon. Epiſtles to young Cicero. And now Death, which had hover'd about him a 
eg * 200d while, made his neareſt approch, and allow'd him only time to re- 
ſign his Soul to his Maker with a pious Prayer ; after which Ar//tender took 
a chearful Jeave of the World. 
Within a few days the Gentleman who was ſent into Theoprepre return'd, 
and brought word that the Queen, the Princeſs and their Companions had 
: A Haves rriv'd ſafe at d Hipponix 'but being unwilling to make any long (ſtay there, 
ke « Hor ſes - 3 ip 
Hoef. were now come within a days Journey of e Pol:ſtherion. The next Morning 
e The City of Alethion, Theoſebins and their Attendants went out of the City to give them 
_ that Honourable Reception which was due to the Quality of their Friends, 
and which their own high Aﬀe&ions commanded them to perform. Having 
f Fair Fruis, Wet them at f Callicarpwsa place where Alethion had appointed to dine, it is 
not tobe imagin'd what exceſſive Joy poſleſs'd their Souls; but the Teſtimo- 
nies which they gaveof their mutual Sentiments were ſo expreſſive, that they 
ſignified it to be as great as it is poſſible for Humane Nature to experiment. 
| It is not eaſe to repeat the Diſcourſes which paſs'd amongſt thoſe Noble 
Friends at this happy Encounter, Þut they were all correſpondent to the 
greatneſs of their Aﬀe@ions and the Extraordinary Occaſion of their Mee- 
ting. The Queen-Mother of Theoprepia took Þoth the Princes into her Arms 
at once, being tranſported with a Rapture of Joy to ſee Theoſebras in lafery, 
and g Mlethion in his Kingdom ; and having given breath to her Paſſion, with 
a thankful Apoſtrophe which ſhe made to God ſhe diſmiſt them from her af- 


Z wrath, 


charity, fectionate Embraces. Alethion went towards Þ Agape ; and ſhe m_ the 
rince 


Book VI, Lentivolio and Urania, 219 


Prince whom the tenderly lov'd, and for whoſe Happineſs ſhe had made a 
thouſand Prayers, threw her ſelt into his Arms, and expreſs'd her Endear- 
ments inTears. * Theoſebius and Alethion ſeeinglrania,the Excellent Siſter of 4 w9/hipper 
thoſe two IncomparableBrothers to whoſeFriendſhip and Valour they, were 7 
both much engag'd, paid her that Reſpect which was due to herown Vertue, | 
and the Obligations which were laid upon them by two whom ſhe loy'd as | 
much as her ſelf. Bentivolio and b Panaretus perform'd their humble Salutes b 41 Freuens, | 
to the Queenand Princeſs, and were receiv'd by them with Acknowledg- 
ments ſutable to their Merit.{rania embrac'd her Brothers,and they her,with 
ſuch a paſſionate Tenderneſs, that it ſuſpended the Power of Diſcourſe, 
and their Silence did plainly fignifie that the Satisfaction of their Minds was 
to0 big for words. The rcit of the Company entertain'd oneanother with 
all the afte&1onate Expreſſions that Love and Civility was able to make, 
The two Kings condudcted the Queen, the Princeſs and the other Ladies to 
the Houſe which was made ready for their Entertainment, and after Dinner 
accompanied them ro Poliſtherion : and being willing to gratifie the Love of 
the People, who did earneſtly defire to ſee theſe IlJuſtrious Strangers , 
they rode through the Sreets of the City on Horſe-back : which beſtow'd 
an extraordinary Contentment upon all Peholders, there Eeing none who 
ſaw King Alethion, who did not find themſeives ſenfibly concern'd in the 
Alteration of his Fortune, and who did not pay a great Reverence to the 
Preſence of- the King, and thoſe Princeſſes who had receiv'd him with ſo 
much Friendſhip in time of his Baniſhment. 
Here the Reader may poſſibly expe& that I ſhould proceed to relate 
that which happen'd in Theriagene after this peaceful Victory : but I can 
only acquaint him that I have been told, that within a few days the Princeſs | y 
Agape was married to Alethion : that Theoſebius prevail'd with Hranta to be- at 
come his Queen ; that Bextivelio and © Theonoe, Panaretus and d Irene were c DivineMind. 
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married alſo the ſame day ; and that the magnificent Pomp of theſe Wed- *#***% i 

dings was ſo Illuſtrious, that Truth and Love, Wiſdom and G oodneſs, Righ- 'F 

teouſneſs and Peace ſeem'd to have taken Bodzes, and to have deſcended from | 

their Celeſtial Manſions to celebrate their Nuptials upon Earth. It was re- 1 

ported alſo that Bentivelio and Panarerus, atter ſome days ſpent with great ' | 

delight in Alethion's Court, retir'd with Theoſebius and Uraniainto the lower 

Theoprepia ; and that after Alethion had ſerled his Kingdom, he and , Fpape 

madea Journey to Phroxeſium to viſit their Brother and all his noble Com- 

pany, and after ſome time ſpent there in the Praiſes of that God who had 

confirm'd them in fo much Happineſs, and in the rare Contentments of a 

moſt delightfulConverſation, they went away all together to the Royal Court 

of the great King © 4bi1noam, which is in the Higher Theoprepra. e The Father of 
But becauſe I am not yet perfealy inform'd concerning the Ceremonies Px 

which were us'dat thoſe Glorious Marriages, the manner of their Reception 

by Abizzam, and the way of their Life in his Court ; I muſt entreat my 

Reader to have the Goodneſs to pardon me, though I break off my Hiſtory 

and fit down here,for at preſent I am able to follow my Hero's no further, 


The End of the Sixth Book. 


ALPHABETICAL INDEX 


In which the obſcure Words of this Book are explained, and Direftions g1ven 
by the Letters in order concerning the principal Subjects which are particularly 
diſcours'd of, that ſo any may read what they pleaſe. For though I do not think, 
the Meaning of this Treatiſe any Abſlruſe buſineſs ; yet becauſe the ſenſe of ſome 
Words may peradventure be lock'd up from ſome Readers , who underſtand 
Things better than Names , [ have put this Key with the Boek. Alſo for the 
ſake of the ſame Perſons , and being defired to ds it by the Stationers , I have put 
the Interpretation of the mo8I Conſiderable Names in the Margin , that they 
might not for every Word be forc'd to apply themſelves to this Table. Since the 
Treaſure is but ſmall which is hid here, I am unwilling that any ſhould be put to 
much trouble in ſeeking after it. This alſo Ithought fit to add, That thoſe things 


which are more largely diſcours'd of are mark'd in the Index with an Afterisk. 
prefix'd ; and that where the Letter (b) is put to the Figures, it fignifieth 


the Second part of this HiStory, 


A 


Baddon, NIN, Deſtrution . but| 
Apoc.g 11.it 15 rendred "ammwiey, 
A D: ſtroyer , 6 mA (ya GC Azuwy, A 
murtherous Spirit , who was. (as 
our Saviour faith, Fohn 8. 44.) 
S1%@mxnyG@ dm dex; , for he murthered 
Mankind with a Lie A name properly ex- 
pr-iling the Nature of the Devil , who 1s a 
malicious Enemy to Humanity.See A/medexs, 

Abinoam , CDYVWAN, the Father of Plea. 
ſures, God, the ſpring of Delight. 

Abulus, "ACsx@ , an Incon/iaerate raſli man, 
One that as withour due deliberation. 


Achamoth, from FVOIN 7:/dom + A name 
of which the old G»oficks made an arrogant 
uſe, for they boaſted themſelves to be Chil- 
drenof EleRion , & ignores Tm amgus 5 Aya- 
wy, and born of Achamath ; Epiphan. Lib. 1. 
Tom. 2, and therefore thought themſelves {0 
much better than others , that the worſt of 
them was worthy to be a 1W1DANN, a Teach- 
er of Wiſdom to all the World. 

Achreſtis . "Aqns@& - an unmerciful cruel 
man, Berrivolso's Jailour. Good will 1s impri:- 
ſon's 1n hard. Hearts, 


Achtheaon, *AxdIadby, apy © 

Acolaſtus, * Aworas@ ,an Imtewperate perſon, 
undiſciplin'd and of unſubdued Paſlions, 

Acrafia , 'Axegoia , Intemperance , Tnconti- 
nence, Imporence of Soul. 

Adicns, *Adin@-, an Vnjnit man. 

Aaynaten , 'Advyaey, Imps/ſibility , One of 
the Hypocrite's falſe Pleas, who , when he 
(ins , thinks to excuſe the matter , by ſaying 
that it is not poſlible to obey God's Com- 
mands , and That Chrift's yoke is heavy and 
pincheth his neck, 

Affiidion , no jult cauſe to doubt of God's 
Providence. To Good men they are alwayes 
[Tz Ty owTHUG, > WHYET'Y Gg2746 » & © bvohs foke- 
wadia. 

Publick Afii&ions di-burthen the World 
of the heavy load of Incorrigible ſinners ; 
lo Euarip. in Hell, 

OxyaTi; T' VInxay ws & my [Aoley Y9ovds 

"TCaoua frymoy, «2s FAN ous]. 

So God makes his Judgements Koweai *Avlimm- 
56a, Common Antidotes againſt the Poyſon 


bo gant_g , which 1s encreas'd by Impu- 


alty. 
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Aganation, * Ajayarmr, One that is angry. | 

Agape," Ay4m, Love,the Daughter ot Phro- 
neſia, Wiſdem. True Prudence 1s never deſti. 
tute of Divine Charity. 

Agatha, a Good Woman. 

Agatherryton, ' Aya Srppulev, flowing with Good- 
neſs , a proper Epither tor God, who 1s an 
inexhauſtible Fountain, continually ſending 
forth waters of. Life. 

"Ap wot Yuya , moiox 

* Aja doppurro mMYGs- 
Plotin calls Him Nnyiv Cons, Agyir 310, *A- 
zals aries , 'Pitay uy ns, The Spring of Life, 
the Beginning of Being, the Cauſe of Good- 
neſs-, the Root of the Soul , as Pythagoras 
before, 
| layer eeyds gurus, 
The Fountain of everlaſting Nature, 

Agazelus , *Azatm@, fall of Emulation, In 
the 1LI. Book it is put to expreſs thoſe Intem- 
perate Heats, which do often ſcorch mens 
Spirits, when they are ſet on fire with un- 
« takvet Fa Contentions about Matters.which 


are of lefle moment in Religion. 96 


Agerachns , "Aryiger © , 4 prond and Inſolent 
Perſon. 


Apnan, "Ayvue, Ignorance. 


gon, *Ayuy, Strife, The Valley of Tenta- 


tion 1s ſo call'd in the beginning of the TV. | 


Book , in which there is a large Deſcription 
of the Conteſt and Victory of a good man 
over bodily and ſpiritual Tentations, 110 

Akerea, *Axpar&, Unmix'd, pure, Here it 
1s put for Simplicity, the Inſeparable Compa- 
nion of true Godlineſs. 

Alazon, 'Aretlgy, a Vain-glorious Boaſter, 
 MAlborach, Mahemet's Als , upon which he 

pretended that he rode into Heaven, 

Alcinens, from *Aaxi and ys; One who hath 
Strength of Mind , Greatneſs of Underſtand. 
ing. 

"Nethea, "Anime, Trath, the Siſter of Cha. 
rinda, Charity. 

Aletbion, from the fore-mention'd word.In 
his Perſon you have an Excellent Prince de- 
ſcrib'd , a Defender of Truth and Lover of 
Vertne repreſented. PE, 

Alethologns, ' Aanggs abzes, True Reaſon, The 
loving Brother of Pialethes,i. e. Trae Faith. 
Their good agreement is declar'd, , 127 

Alexander ,that ſubtle Cheat, who abus'd the 
P aphlagonians: He Is painted ro the Life by 
Lnocian in bis Fſeudomantis. 

Alluſions, by which Familiſtical Enthuſiaſts 
endeavour to corrupt the Goſpel of our Sa- 
viOUr «g%oour2t7w onpig , as Epiphanius com- 
plain'd of the Gnolticks,and which made the 
go00d Polycarp ſay (in Epiſt, ad Phil.) Go av w- 
Io fever ma Ab Tu Kuels To95 Tas id} 25 6hWwwuas, 
TewrToxos Gn 74 Eamya , He that frames the 


words of the Lord to his own private fan. 
cies, 15 the firſt. born of Satan. 

Alopex, Adwmt, a Fox. 

Alypia , *Aaume, Inas/entia, Freedom from 
Grief and Care. The Goddeſs of Piacenza. . 

Amaranth, ' A yagay1@-, never withering, An 
Herb ſo call'd from the laſting Vigour of its 
Flowers. Pliny ſayes that jt bears purple Ears 
or Flowers, of which, becauſe they will keep 
freſh a good while , they us'd anciently to 
make Garlands, LZ56. 21. cap. 11. It is us'd 
here to (ignihe the eyer-flouriſhing glory of 
Perſeverance in Vertue, 

Amaſia,a Lover. 

Amerimnus = wieyEOr , One free from rrou- 
bleſome cares , the chicf Biſhop of Euſebia, 
ſerving God «&mgromigas, without diſtraQion. 
An undivided Soul , wholly devoted to Hea- 
venly Studies and Divine Employments , 
which are broken by worldly ſolicitudes, 

Ametameletu! , 'Aurnwal@&, I have given 
that name to a true Convert, becauſe his true 
Repentance will never be repented of : Ment - 
yore 2pamiwminy]®&, 2s St, Paxl calls it, which is 
when a man forſakes (in with ſhame and ſor- 
_ --:. I 23, 

Amiantus, * Awiay]:s , Immaculate, free from 
ſpots. 

Amphibius, 'AugiCios. I have call'd Pirats 
Amphibians , becauſe they live, as indeed all 
Mariners do , like the Zoe expifie , ſometime 
upon the Land, ſometime in the Water. 

Amphilogia, Aupinixa , Ambigmity of Speech, 
Controverlie, 

Amphiibeton , 'AugiaCyrwy , One givgn to 
Controverſie and Debate. 

Amyntor , Auvymwy > Helper. 

Anaadea, 'Avaidna, Impudence. 

Anodes, * Avaudys, Impudent. 

Aneſchyntus, *AyaawmlG, Impuaent. 

Ananephon, *Ayayngoy, One that returns to So. 
briety and ſoundneſs of Mind from the deep 
ſleep of (in. 

Ananke, * Ayeyxn, Neceſſity, It 1s ſuch ano- 
ther Excuſe as Ady#aton, He wbich pleadeth 
that the Divine Commands cannot be ©6b- 
ſerv'd, induceth a Neceſlity of lin. 

Anaxagathus , *Ayak aa , 4 good Kirg, 
whoſe Deſcription is endeavour'd, 27. b, 

Anaxanatlon, "AyaZ evax1av, Kin of Kings. 
A name proper to our Saviour , who n holy 
Scripture hath divers Titles of the ſame Im- 
port; for he 1s call'd ; Benads $ Bam dirruy, 
Kugios wy xwgioy, 1 Tim. G6. Apoc. 17.134. 1 
have alſo inſertcd the Hiſtory of his Life, a 
Summary of his Goſpel], and a defence of his 
Doctrine, beginning. 134. b, 

Axchinous,* A:yyiye@-, One of 4 ready Wit,the 
Servant of a Prudence. 

Anaroyhunks, 'AySeggires, A Man: ſlayer. 

Aneceſtus 
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Aneceitus , *Aynnees;, One lick 0 Incurable 
Dilcaſes, an [ncorr1gible perſon. 
Aneleemon, ' Arat#iipuy , One without Hercy 
and pity. 
Ane:piſtus, 'Arirmos, 4 deſperate perſon. 
Angerona from 2yyw to Choak, or Strange. 
Anonomasta , *Avaviuse , which have no 
N ame. | he Gnofticks boaſted that they could 
ſee ſuch things, 
Anopheles , * Avapz Mic, Unprofitable. 1 have 
cali'd che maker of Ta'/i/mans by that name, 
becaule of his vaia employment. 90. b 
Anoſins, * AvoCuos, 2 Wicked Perſon. 
Aunteros, the Rival of Eros, trom *Aymegy 
which tignifies Rivalry in Love. 
Ambholkes, from*Aywax , a kind of T/nnae! 
in Philoſophy, who oppoſeth all men N' 2we 
Teiay © « y OAKNS 
Anthropia, from "aryun@, the State of H:: 
manity. 
Antigraphus, from *Aynypagey , One that 15 
an oppoſer of the Holy Scriptures. 94. Þ. 

Amniilegon , 'Arndiguy , One that contradilts 
others. 

Avntimater, 2 Stepmothey. 

Antinomua, 'Aynivuos, One that is againſt the 
Law, an Irregular Perſon, 

Antiſthenes, from an and gives , One that 
eppoſeth ſtrength to ſtrength. See Iſofthenes. 

* Antithens , * Avnnos, an Anti-God; «ym be- 
ing taken in the ſame ſenſe as in Antichriſtur 

His Envy and Pride,the Roots of his Trea- 
{on. 73 
His correſpondence with Dogmapornes. 74. 
His high conceit of his Knowledge, 
His wild Refletions upon his difappoint- 


ment. TY; 
His Principlesin Religion, 76 
His Natural Philoſophy. os 


His Ethicks, 

Llis Politicks 

The Names of his Courtiers. 87. 

Apateon, 'ArzTwy, 4 Deceiver. 

Apateonia , from the foregoing word , the 
Country where Deceipt is practic'd and pre- 
vails. 

Apirns, "Ange; , Inexperienc'd, Ignorant , as 
many are who undertake to reach others, 

Aphroatte, *Agordimy , the trothy Goddeſs 
Fen , if the take her Name from 'Azes; be- 
caule, 25 the Poets fay , ſhe was born of the 
Foam Oi the Sea : but the Derivation 15 bet 
cer taken trom*Apgoy , a Fool, as Enrip. 1 
Heien, 

Ka TSY0UM opdws 5 4p297U 6 Zoye ©: 15+ 

T:-.ww0g 3» mT 6h, "Ap-od)Ty Reorcls. 1. e 


Toe Gudle(s doth well begin her Name with Folly, 


*vr men cal brutih Apperiter, Venus, 
Aphroatſins, a Venerercs Perſon. 
Aprron, "Azpoay, A F 9l, 


Table. 


Apiſton , *Amcvov, One that aoth xot raſhiy 
aſſent , but donbtrs till he ſee reaſon for his be- 
[1ef : not Imprudently, 

—— Ewppoy's 58 &miag uh av «Ny yerot- 
worepov Beorois. There is nothing more profitable 
to men then a wiſe Diftruſt. 

Appollyon, * Amandwoy, a Deſtroyer, See Aſmo» 
ders. APOC. 9. 11. 

Apronens , trom « and Teovoie , One thar 
denics the Previdence of God in the Govern- 
ment of the World. 46. b. 

Aquedoa, Eaton, which Henry the lixth B, 17. 
honour'd with the Foundation of a Royal 
College, 1n Epiftola dedicat. b. 

Archibis , "AgyiCiog , the Author of Life. 
Which Name I have beltow'd upon thoſe 
Phylicians who by reaſon of their Knowledg 
and Vertue are worthy of it, for they are 
Prefervers of Life by a wile application of 
thoſe Remedies which God hath allow'd a. 
gainſt Diſeaſes , which are the beginnings of 
Death. 

Archicacus, * Agyingnes, the Beginner of Miſ- 
chief. TIS 

Arete, *A\g:m, Vertne, deſervedly beloy'd 
of Nichomachws, and all worthy ſpirits. 

Argentora,from Argento and Oro, Silver and 
Gold. The Title of the Firit Book which con- 
tains a Deſcription of Coveran/neſs and Ambi- 
tion, where Force and Frand bear ſway, 1. 

"Sts *Agyds , 2 careleſs perſon and ſlug- 

iſh, 

EA Arimanins, The Eaſtern World did be- 
lieve that Good and Evi! proceeds from two 
oppolite Principles: the Author of Good 
they call'd Oromaſaes , of Evil , Arimarins. 
They eſteera*d theſe "AvnTeyves Oc 2 Gods 
ating contrary t0 each other, and ofter'd Sacri- 
ices to.both with a diſtin reſpe&t ro ore 
*Eux]aiz x xegirneie , that he might beſtow 
Bleſſings upon them , to the other TnTg mus 
S exper, that he might do them no burr. 
SeePlutarch. in Iſid. & Ofir. & Diog, Laert. 
in proemio. 

Ariſteus , a Philoſopher who endeavour'd 
to be Illuſtrious by Enthutiaſm, See Aax. 
Tyrius Difſert. 22. 

Arift ander," Apigog dyig , avery Good man, 

Arpinum, the place ot Tulie's Natvity. 

Aſemnus,” Aotwyes, nnhand/ome, not agrce- 
ing with Gravity. 

Aſmodenus, 'WQUOR from TOW, 4 Deftroyer. 
Tobit, 3 .8, 17. One of thoſe Names which 
do fitly repreſent the Devil's malicious tem- 
per, of the ſame {ignification with Abadaun 
and Appollyon. The Septuagint tranſlate it Auu- 
uortoy wornedy , 4 withed ſpirit, the Talmudilts 
call bim wg RxI00 + ie Prince of D: 
ſtroyers. : | 

Aſotus,* Amos, 4 Prodigal, 2 Walter. 
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Aſpaſia, from*Aavat: gw, to ſalnte, 

Aſphaltites , from" Aqggaaros , 4 pitchy ſnlphu- 
reous Clay, The Lake call'd the Dead Sea, 
ſuppos'd to be the-place where Sodom and Go. 
morrah \tood. 

Aſpremont , a rongh Hill , full of buſhes and 
uneven way , yet very paſſable ro good men, 
and which leads to Happineſs, and therefore 
they call it Roccabelta, 

' Aſtorgus , " Agogyos , deſtitute of Natwral Af- 
fettion. | 

Aſtriatrus from *Aggoy and 'Iar;ds , a pre- 
tender to the $kill of Curing Diſeaſes by A- 
ſtrology ;, One of the vain Companions of Hie- 
YOMImus 

Aſtromantis , from"Agqoy and Mayns , One 
that would mike the World belieye he can 
propheſy by the Stars. You may hnd-ſomething 
ſaid againſt the Folly of Judicial Aſtrology, 
pag. 90, b. But thoſe who delire to ſee the 
Vanity of that pretended Art fully diſco. 
ver'd, may read Dr, More his Myſtery of God- 
lineſs, Book 7, Cap. 15, 16, 17. 

Aſynetns,* Aauyeles, Infipiens, One that is not 
prudent , one of Antitheus his pitiful Judges, 
but good enough for his Deligns. 

Ate, *Aty, Harm, Miſchief. It denotes a 
ſtate of prevailing Violence in the firſt Book. 

Athanaſius ' Avaye]os, Immortal. 

* Atheiſm.'Scc it diſparag'd 1n the Preface, 
as alſo in Bentivolis's diſcourſes with Paſenan- 
tivs in 6. Book beginning pag. 107. b. and in 
other places. I thought it was not fit to let 
ſuch a peſtilent Principle paſs without a juſt 
Diſgrace , it being as Pindar calls it , «x0eg 
ovgia , 4a wicked craft., and ſeems to make A- 
theilts Wits, when indeed It 15 'Angorys The apa- 
Yizs 145 Clemens Alexanar. lays , the Height of 
Folly. | 

Atheophilus, 'Aviwy giaCr, 4 lover of Atheiſts, 

Atimia, 'Anwa, Diſgrace, which with Sor- 
row doth uſually tollow a Voluptuous Life, 

Aautantus, from *Avns, ' One that acknow- 
ledgeth none but him/e!f,that would owe no- 
thing to God himſelf, 

Authades,* AuSadys, One that pleaſes and ad- 
wires himſelf , as all proud perſons do, who 
are alſo offended if others do not greatly 
obſcrve them. | 

AHtocatacritns 5 ' Aung raxpi]@- 3 Self-con- 

aemn'd. 

Autochthones,' Aulsx loves, Men of themſelves 
{prizg img from the Earth ,» as tle Arcadians de- 
{crib*d cheir own Original. See Proſelenus, 

A-xiarchas,trom*AEues and 'Aemw, One wor - 
thy to Command. 
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f2 Athypogon , Batvvmrwywy , Ore that hath « 
WV; great Beard. 
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Beliexzza (Ital. ) Beauty. 

Bentivolio here denotes Good will, from the 
Ttalian Bentivog/ro. It is us'd by them for a 
proper Name ; and ſo it is here for the Bro. 
ther of VUramna, i.e. Heavenly Light , from 
beards. Heaven , or VN Light. By Celeſtial 
Wiſdom and Divine Love the Soul paſſes 
happily through all ſtates in this World to 
Immortal Perfections and Glories, I 

Bevanaa, from Bevere, to drink. . $3 
| Broſcalus, from Bios xgads, a good Life, which 
1s the only way to Heaven, arid is therefore 
call*d the great Rode extended according to 
the whole length of Theoprepia, 

Borborites,from BipCogog, nd. A Name b 
which the hlthy Grofticks were of old lit. - 
graCc'd, a Set that wallowed in Heſbly Luſts ; 
Ranters. F 


Brygmoaonten, Gnaſhing Of Teeth. 
C 


Acoatmon, Kane Jul uw, an evil Spirit, 

4 Cacodulns, 6 Kexis Sides, an evil Servant. 

Cacotypu,Kaxos img, an Evil Example, One 
of the chief means by which Wickedneſs is 
propagated in the World. 

Callicarpus,Kerningems,a place adorn'd with 
beautiful Frmits,” 

Calliphon, Kawigayg, One that hath an ele- 
gant voice , one of the two things which are 
principally requilite in a good Orator, Meza- 
Aoguyic, and Kewiporie. 

Callirhct , Kewippo@+ , a River flowing with 
pleaſant ſtreams. 

Calliſtus , Kaywaises , an Excellent Son of a 
good Father, 

Cantharus, KaySagos , a T ankard, a Drunken 
Fellow, a Boraccio, one good tor nothing but 
to hotd Drink, 

Carezz4, Careſſes, 

Cataſarkus, Kemozpxes, Fleſhly,Corpulent, 
Itlignihes the few in the third Book, becauſe 
his Religion doth much conſiſt in bodily Ob- 
ſervances. 

Canlomucetes, Kavnowwrnris , ſome of thoſe 
Warriours whom Lucias ſaw in the Country 
of the Moon , 'whom he.call'd by that Name 
becauſe,as he ſays,” Aari(Cs wiv wurnivors iaeay- 
T , Heal t xguAivers, I. &, Their ſhields were 
Auſtromes , - and their Spears Blades of Aſpara- 
gus. 

Centaurus , Kirlauvges , a Horſeman driving 
away Cattel , from wyrey pungo, and mwuyes , 
tAHuras. 

Charinaa, from Xaepis, Charity. 

Chari#tion, from the ſame Root, 4 Charita- 
ble perſon. 

Charity deſcrib'd and prais'd in Ezergeſia's 


Speech. Book 4th. 
Chelzdowes 
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Chelidones, Xaidyve's, Swaliors, 3 name pro {lidering the corgruity that in this and other 
perly applied wherc It is us'd, becauſe of their |Reſpects is between Proſperity and Adver. 


t10ublelome Noiſe. 

Chrematophilus , from Xygy.au]ea and gies , 4 
Lvv:r of Riches. 

C hronus, Xegy:s, T ime. 

Chryſalides, from X;vare, God. 1 hve given 
this came to a famuus Arrelian it Plutuwpia: 

C hr jſus, xpum;, Gold. | 

Colax, Kinat, a Flatterer, the greit Friend 
of Tuphlecon. 

* Colpia, thx pret:nded Mcther of one of 
Hieromimas his She-Enthuliaits, They boaſt 
that they receive ail their Conceptions from 
=—=1\ 'D yin, i.e. The word of the month of 
God, Such was the Foolery of lim in Exſe 
bis who deſiring to ſpeak of new things,cold 
a ſtory of Colpia and Bar, that is , Bobs cor- 
rupted. Pannychis might bave done well to 
have toid us Ot £08 and Protcgonns her Bre- 
thren , to have made her Genealogy more 
ſplendid. But notwitliſtancing their vain 
Boaſts , they arc but *Eyqaafozaned, ſuch as 
ſpeak out of their own Beltes, and leek their Li- 
ving by Canting. See Engaſtrim:thus. 

11 Compaay, See the miſchief of it. 54. &c. 

* Conſcience, A natural Principle not to 
be eradicated by any Art of man, A ſevere 
Keprover and ſharp CorreQor of thoſe bold 
Sinners who offer violence to it. It hath 
been call'-d by great Philoſophers by the 
mo{ Venerable names ; as us Forres ( Hier.) 
©:3g im165 and Hei xiyTeyy, (Soph.) ud av- 
T#4an]os 2 x *r Ty ouvyndnet TaTHMTWy0s . ( 7uſt. 
Martyr.) i.c. A Domeſtick God, a Divine Over- 
ſeer, 4 ſacred Goad, a God who hath fram'd to him- 
ſelf a natural Temivie in the Conſcience. Though 
Atheiſts pretend to flight ir, yet Cerra , who 
diſputed zealoully againlt it,coafeſ:'4 that as 
to matters of Vertue and Vice ; Sineulla ai- 
Vina ratione grave ipſins Conſcientia ponaus eſt. 
Tull. de Nat. Deor. Lib 3. This Teſtimony 
is true, for let Atheilts do what they can, yet 
they fhnd 

"Amiy]a Juoigna Thy S4vTs Quay, 

"O]av aimoy ns SO; a mT wh Tego{reTa. 
Sopv. tn Philoſt. | 82.2. 

* Contrapart is taken in a Muſical Senſe. As 

in the Compolition of a Song of ſeveral 
Parts, the Harmony is perleRted by the lup- 
plies of differe! t Notes which each part ad- 
Biniſters , both when chey ſound together, 
and one after arother , by che Interpolition 
of fit reſt : So it hoth pleas'd the Divice Wil- 
dem to checker tlic Creation with Blucks 
and \Wiutes, to ſet off Day aith Night, co 
xelicre Winter by Summer ; and having 
made his work doubie, and ſet one thin 
over 2gainit at.other , be hath made Charity 
the {1:1cichon 19 Want, The Septuagint con- 


— 


lity, have us the toremention'd Notion, and 
tranſlite, COMMPRANUY MENDYY Nt-MR o3 


arp 7-15. Kaia ouy Ti Tw ovupayus Tire inmtyen, 


0d bath tun'd one thing to another, = 
Covetonſeſs the cauſe of Poverty and Com- 
plairts, not any defe& in God's Proviſions, 
The hinderer of all gvble a&ions, 
Cranion, Keogutoy, a Skull, 

Creation, a itrong proof of a Deity, 115.b. 


D 


; [) Avipeer, David George, an Arch Enthu- 


liaft 1n Germany, His Opinions and 
Praftice are related by. the Recor and Uni- 
verlity of Bajlin a Pamphlet printed 155g. | 
Degrues. This name the Atheiſts in France 
gave to themſclves, thereby intimating that 
they are. not ſuch Fools as can be ealily de- 
celv'd., They made ic a Proverbial phraſe a- 
mongſt themſelves, 7e ne ſuis point grue. 
Derfidamon, Avid auar, A ſuperſtitions Per- 
ſon; or one thar is apt to have dreadful Ap- 
prehenſions of Goa , and yet thinks he may. be 
appeas'd with a ſmall matter, | 
Denarite, Awdyirau 
which Lucian. fabulouſly relates thus. "Opqgy 
ar Fpoure Þ N\Edv Sar wor]ts by yo ev v(v 3 $x 
N ears ard pey ayagus]a uipgrr , oxpmoey ofoy Oar- 
abg. "ExX# 3 2x %A4Pv5, x func, 6 5 gpm. Be 


Tpuynouy]is aura $KXcAG77E (1 The eySgaTys. L1Þ, 
I. Verar. Hiſtor, | | 

Dt: aporon, Ae mpey, One that doubts concern- 
ing Providence, Book 5. His ſcruples are re. 
mov'd by Alethion. 47. be 

Diſtomus Romphea ; Alrouus Pipgata, aro 
eaged ſword; an Inſtrument of great ule in 
E xoſemnon. a 

Dog mapornes , &iyus mprus, the Opinion of 4 
Whore. T aurns the-Platonift when be made 
mention of Epicxras bis Principles us'd theſe 
words , *'Hdbri Tres" amrns hype bn tor mghvores 
«ltr merns ya. Apgellins lib. g. cap. 5. He 
rejected to the Brothel-houſe two of Fpica- 
rus his infamous Opinions 3 One , that our 
chief Good is in ſenſual Pleaſure The 0- 
ther, that the Providence by which men think 
the World to be Govern'd, is nothing. 
Dulogynes , Aiacs Tis ywrarus , A Woman 
Slave , Antimater's Servant. Such Step-mo- 
ther, is Antimater was muſt uſe tuch Af. 
{tants, 
Dyſareſtus, Avozgs50;, One hard to be plear'd. 
Dyſcolus, Avaxenris , properly one of a wee; 
flomach; here one that is of a moro/e Temper 


and apr to take ofience. 


Ht! 


Dy/zlpus 


- 


Men born of Trees, 


Barayor mpeaicr 7 pan. *Enydter iy awrydu(e 
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Dyfelpis, Avnamg , One that is ready to de- 


ſpair. 
Dyſomeria, aurnmncie. , ' Aﬀiition , Adverſe 
Fortune. 6 ye 
Dy/pithia, Avaneina , Obſtinacy , Difficulty 
of being perſwaded. A Diſcaſe 
moſt Ignorant and all conceited people. 


E 


Che. That which I have related concero. 

ing one made uſe of by Aſiſoplanms,is but 
little in compariſon of what is ſaid truly of 
many others, That at Charenton in France de- 
ſcrib'd by the Lord Bacon, will repeat Sounds 
very often , but that at Kingsham upon the 
River of Stockholm is muth more admirable : 
It will diſtin&tly repeat an Air of ten Semi- 
Briefs,and reverberate the whole Leſſon from 
one Rock to another at great diſtances (ix 
or ſeven times , one beginning after another 
hath done, taking it from a Trumpet, 

Edeſſa. Though I give no credit to that 
ſtory of Abgarws his Painter , yet it ſerves 
the uſe to which I have put it. Ir 1s related as 
a truth by Nicephorss, Lib. 2. cap. 7. 

' Edvwcatios , The want of it is a great cauſe 
of the continuance of Ignorance and Vice 
inthe World, Sec Morophilia. 

# Ekvephon » *Bxynowy, One that awakes oo. 
the icep of (in, and returns from Vice to Ver- 
rue. - 
Elenchus,the Title of the Sixth Book : Sree 
the Explication of the Word there. 

Elprs , *Eams, Hope , the Daughter of erue 
Faith, Hope is the ExpeRation of the Soul in 
time to enjoy the objeR of Faith. 

Elpiſcale , *Exms nga, good Hope. By a con- 
ſtant perſeverance in well-doing we come di- 
rely into the Valley of good Hope. There 
is no other Rode by which we can arrive in 
Elpiſcale but by Bioſcalus, a good Life, 

* Empſychon , "Ep4uyov , living , Or inſpired 
with Life. In the ſecond Book it ſignifies the 
Rational Soul examining Doctrines by its 
diſcerning Faculties, and approving for 
True and Good what agrees with them and 
the Holy Rule, Graptes, or the Revelation 
of the Divine Will in Holy Writ, See Grap- 
08% G3 . 

* Engaftrimuthus , *Eyſaseiuvtrs , One that 
ſpeaks ont of the Belly, call*d alſo *Eſjaspiuarns, 
becauſe of that immodeſt way by which the 
Pythones pronounced their Oracles. This 
trick was much us'd of old, The woman 
which Saul conſulted is call'd 1 Samuel 28. 7. 
IT Domina Pythonis , from Tan 
Bottles, becauſe the Devil us'd to ſpeak our of 
h:r ſwollen Belly,as out of a Bottle, in Greek 


incident to 


Veſpe that he help'd other Poers to make their 
Comedies, ſays that after the manner of E- 
rycles , one that was famous for this *Eyſasg'- 
wayne, be did cis «NoTgias jackges ird3s xapes 
Ng mv jaaden, 1. C. entring into their bellies 
porr forth Verſes, Some of the Heathens , 
aſham'd of this obſcene bulineſs , allow'd the 
Devil a more honourable place, the Breaſt, 


Jand call'd bim S7&gy4warns , as if he ſpoke the 


ſame way which ſome Jupglers uſe, who form 
an articuJate ſound, though thoſe who are 
preſent cannot perceive that they open their 
Mouth. Here the name is given to one trou- 
bled with HyZerical Fits, by which ſome have 
put Tricks upon the Ignorant. 87, 

a" "Er3unegwes , Divine Inſpiration, 
by which Holy men of old were enabled to 
ſpeak and do extraordinary things. Here it 
is taken only for the Apilh imitation of ir, 
by which Device Religious Mountebanks 
have often abus'd the credulous World. See 
Hieromimus. 

Epicurns diſpraivd, and his Philoſophy 
diſparag*d,in the Preface of the ſecond Part, 
and pag, 63. b. See alſo Dogmapornes. 

Eriſtes, *Eechs, a Contentions Perſon, 

Eros, "Eyws, Love. | 

Eraocles , "Egd]@ xxi@, the Glory of Lowe: 

Exchariſt , "Evyapisie , Thanksgiving ; by 
which name the Greek Church did properly 
expreſs the nature of our Lord's Supper, that 
Sacrament being appointed to make a thank- 
ful and honourable Commemoration of our 
Saviours's Death. 

Eudemon, a good Genias, One that makes men 
Rich,who is the only Good Angel whom the 
Covetous acknowledge, | 

Energeſia, *Evegyoia , Beneficence , the twin- 
Siſter of Philothea or the Love of God. 

Emeſto, *Evisd , 4 quiet State. 1 bave us'd 
this word partly to ſignifie that tranquillity 
which is neceflary for Philoſophical Con- 
templations, partly to expreſs the happy Re. 
poſe of wiſe and pood men, ; 

Eugenius,'Evyris,a Perſon of a Noble De- 
ſcent and an Ingenuous Diſpolition, 

Emmenes, *Evuris, Benigu. 

Expatbes, 'EumSdis, One who 1s eaſily affet- 
ca with things ; of a gentle Diſpokition. 

Euphranor, from *Evzgaiyw, One that laughs 
at the Follies of the World. 

Emphron , "Eupgav, A pleaſant good natur'd 
Perſon who both enjoyes himſelt and makes 
others chearful. 

Enmpiſtia , from Ty and 'agg, a Good Faith, 
which 1s deſcrib'd Book 4. 

Eupiſtus, "Evmseg,a true Believer, a Faithful 
Perſon, 

Enuprepes, 'Fuagzmg, Comely Or Decent. In 


| *Eyſasgiwwd@. Ariftophanes, bragging in his 


the Third Book it {ignifies one who was not 
inamour'd 
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inamour'd with the gaudy outlides of Exo- 
ſemnos , yet abhorr'd the baſeneſs of Pſenden- 
thea. | 

E wproſopon,from Iv and T#e;0wny, One that ſets 
a fair face upon things. 

Enſebia, *Evaicne, Piety. 

Enthanatis , a Good Death , the happy cloſe 
of a good life, 

Euthymia , *Evwyia, Tranquility of Alind, 
the Portion of Vertuous Souls, 

E xetazon, 'Et\]aLuv , One that examines Or 
zries things, It is here put for 1nquiry, and 1s 
therefore call'd Apiſton's File, becauſe by In- 
genuous Examination and diligent Search 
we find out Truth. 

* Exorcifta , "Etoqueis , 4 Conjurer. Thoſe 
who delire to ſee more ſuch Pranks, or think 
thoſe very ſtrange which I have related con- 
cerning Exorciſta , may be ſatished if they 
will read a Book call'd Tres Energumente Bel- 
gicez where they will ſo0n perceive whether 
I or the Exoſemnians have abus'd the Popiſh 
Exorciſms, 

E xoſemmon, T2 Wa owyty , outwardly Venera- 
ble; which all grant that Church to be upon 


whom that name is beſtow'd. 82. 
F , 

A Trae Faith deſcrib'd. 126,127. 

The ſad conſequences of a falſe Faith. 


94, 95+ 
The Agreement of Faith and Reaſon, 129. 


A Father:'s laſt Advice to his Sons, 2 14.b. 

Forts Eſprits , Courageons Spirits, a Title 
which the French Deiſts betow'd upon them- 
ſelves, after they had ſo confirm'd their In- 
fidelity that they were able co disbelicve all 
things. 

Forz.ario,a Violent Perſon, who makes Power 
his Law. The Husband of [ngavna,Craft : for 
Power aſſociates it ſelf with Canning , the bet- 
ter to accomplilh its Deligns. | 


G 


| ſelves this Name , pretending that they only 

were dignified with theKnowledge of Truth; 
though theirs, if ever anyM the World, was 
Sw tion: yroms , Knowledge falſly ſo call'd, 
15 St, Paul ſaid, Their Opinions were moſt 
abſurd , and their Pra&ices abominable. See 
Epipbanius and Ireneus. Plotin,ont of the beft 
Platoniſts, and poſſibly a Chriſtian, wrote a- 


and Achamorh. 
Gnothiſauton, Tyolt oauny', Know thy ſelf. I 
nave cal.'d the Governour of T7 apinephroſyne 


by this name, becauſe the kyowledge of ones ſelf 
is the Natural Root of Humility, 


1 


A Deſcription of the Divine N atxre. 
Of the Connate Idea of God. ibid. 
In what ſenſe the Notion of God is Connate 
[ro our Souls, 108, 169g, b. 
| (That God is as knowable as other things, 
and how, 110,111, b, which Des Cartes bath 
well expreſy'd in theſe words, Dnamvis enim 
[ummas Des perfettiones non comprehenlamug , 
quia ſcilicet eſt de Natmra Infiniti, nt A nobis, 
qu ſums finiti, neon comprehendatar 5 nihil- 
ominus tamen ipſas clarins & diſtinitivs quan 
os res Corporeas intelligere poſſumus , quia co- 
C 


tores , nec limitatiombus ullis obſcurantar. Prins 
cip. Phil. Parteprima, It 1s an unreaſonable 
demand co require that he ſhould ſhew him= 
ſe]f as we pleaſe. So Emrip. in Bacch, 

Pen. Ti» ©42y 8 6pgy ov wig (apes wore ms 5 ; 
Dion, 'Onoi@- 1ar' un vo Vmar:y maids I. E. 
Do you ſay that you have ſeen God plainly as he is ? 
No , bat 4s he ts pleas'd to ſhew bimſelf : we muſt 
not appoint him in what manner he will be ſeen. 


The naked effence of all things is hid from 


poſe to be ſuggeſted in the Inſcription which 
was put upon the Temple of ]fir, *Eq &w may 
pe ye yords , x; 3y, %z $ovpayoy 7 X F $440 y T@AoY - 
Seis mm Iynms « maxgaueliy. 

| Good men alwayes happy. 

Grapten, Teardy , Fritten , the Revelation 
of the Divine will commirted to writing. See 


Q Alenopſ fn , Tannvy uxis, A calm of | Empſychon. 
I 


Soul , Tranquilhty of Spirit , One of 
thoſe three invaluable Jewels which a true 
Lover of God doth poſlcls. 

A Garden deſcrib'd. b. 1, 

Gaſtrimargus , Taspiuazys , An Inſatiable 
E ater. 

Geloſra, Pealouſic, 

Geran, Ticav, an Old man. 

Glycypicron , Tauxumugoy, Bitter- Sweet, 25 ail 
rerrene pleaſures are, 

* Gnoſticks, trom Tram, Knowleage, An un» 
clean Sect of Hereticks (Td my Ke[ayvroror, 
as Epiphanias calls them) who gave them- 


Falſe Guardians reprov'd, 

Gynecens, Pura znes » Womani/h : It denotes 
a man 1mprudently Uxorious. 

Ginepicria, from Tv and mMpia, 4 Womaniſh 
bitterneſs, or feeble peeviſhneſs, | 


H 


Ades , *Adnc, The Inviſible ftate of the 
''J other World, which ſenſual perſons do 
not love to hear of. 
Hamartolus, *Auaprunis, 4 Sinxer. 
Hh 2 Happineſs 


gainſt rhem , Ennead. 2. Lib. 9. Sce Panſophia 


* God. Arguments of his Exiſtence. 107.b, 


itationems noſt ram magis 1mplent, ſantqae ſimpli- 


us , much more that of God; which I ſup- *. 


—— y 
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Happineſs deſcrib'd and afterwards in Ari 
ſtander's Speech. 48. b. 
Harpagus, fromgArmite, Repacions, the ſer- 
vant of Plutopenes, Covetronſveſs is uſually at- 
tended with Rapne. 
.. Heanto,One that doth mu jaurd pegreiy , Self- 
Intereſt , which diſturbs the common Happi- 
neſs of the, World. 169 | 
 Hedonia,, fram, Ard, Pleaſure : the name 
of the Voluptuous Queen of Piacenza. 
 Hemicalus, 'Auiya@ , half good , One who 
is perſwaded in a ſmall meaſure to be Ver- 
tuous. _ 9d, 
» Hermaz athas, "Eeuns d3advs , 4 good Aercnry 
or happy Meflenger. . 
' Heſychia, "Hove » Tranquility. 
Hierographon, trom "legdy and yegpe, the Holy 
Scriptare. bows {5 
ierominsns , "Ieghupuos, One who makes 


an affettate Imitation of boly things. Ris Prin-. 


ciples, his Delign,his Confuration, yon have 
Book the 6, 
Hilarion, from "Iaagdts, Chearful. 
* Hypoerites falſe Pleas for their ſins de- 
' ſtroy'd. - 116, 
®* The Hypocritical excuſe which is taken 


from the ſweetneſs of ſin, Paftor Fide bath cx- | 


preſs'd to the Life, AZ. 3. (c. 4. 


. Sel peccar* e ſo dolce, 
' E'l non pecrar fs neceſſario, 6 troppo 
Imperfetts Natura , 
Che repugni 4 la legge 
'O troppo dara lexge, 
Che la Natura Fond. 


Which T«ly (Offc. {ibs 3.) bath nobly an-. 
F ? {\the Fits of the Mother. 


ſwer'd, Nunguam et atile peccare , quia ſemper 
eft turpe ; & quia ſemper eft honeſtum virum bo- 
nam eſſe, ſemper eft mile, pag.191. 

Hipponyx , "Iawe owt , A . Haven fo call'd 
becauſe ir reſembles the faſhion of 4 Horſes 
Hoof. Ta RR. 

Hiftrioma Ro tage-play » A Rame not unfitly 
given to this World, where, as one ſaid long 
lincg, Luiſquis fere Hiſtrionem agit. 

Helochryſus, 3x@ yevns, All Gold, 

Humility deſcrib'd. 

Hybris, *YCeus, Contumely. == 

Hydranla, "T Segvans , a Muſical Inſtrument 
which ſounds by Water. 

* Hyla,"T>n, Matter. In the Fourth Book 
it imports the hinderances which ariſe to a 
good man from his Body, That Margwms vau 
which the learn'd Biſhop 1n his Hymns doth 
ſo often pray again: under.the ſeveral names 
of Nio® vaauy,Unas LuyeCheyy Vhayua, mwsds- 
yet Vans, KC. The Tempting Baud,the Corporeal 
Cloud , the Dog which barks and bites the Soul, 


Bodily Tempefts ; which is ſo conliderable a 
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hinderance ,- that (as Precl#s hath obſerved 
lib. 1.in Timewm) all our diſorders'do ſpring 
either amgg mv edIvrawzy hs abjuy, © mpg mv 
wateretiey fans, 1. &. ether from the wea neſs 
of our Rational Notions , or from the frength of 
our fleſhly Appetites, Butlince the Notions of 
our minds are near a kin to God , he adds 
gallantly , *ArarmyoricO: poun ff Gro dyartt 
hs abyus, j Teepuvlemu mv adivency a vmoy, i, e, 
T he Invincible power of God doth refreſh our No. 
tions; and comfort their weakneſs. 

Hylotes , from the ſame "Tay , in the Third 
Book ſignifies the dull ſympathy which the 

roſly - ignorant have only with bodily 
things, 

Hyperenor, *Y?gnvwe, Proud, Inſolent, Riches 
uſually make men inbutnanely hierce. 

Hyper nephelus, "Ty ng1aGr above the Clouds: 
no unfit name for thoſe who take ſuch wild 
_— of fancy in their Diſcourſes , that no 
ſober Judgement cah follow them. One that 
ſpeaks or writes myſteriouſly nonſence. 

Hyper oncns, 'Tmgyyx@ , very proud. 

Hyperarania,"Tmezgante,s erceleftialthinips, 
which the Gneſticks bragg'd that they were 
able to ſee. | 

Hypnotica,"Y1@, Sleepy, Sleep and Idleneſs 
are the ſupporters of Ignorance, 

Hypſagoras, 'Tyayi;as, a lefty (peaker » One 
that talks bigh, pa 

Hypſficaraivn, from T7 @, Height, and Kaye 
Ha the Heart. It denotes Arrogance and over- 
weening thoughts, by which a man is lifred 
up above a juſt eſtimation of himſelf, See 
Megalophroy, 

Hy#erica,from "T5iga, the Womb, A woman 
troubled with Suffocarions, commonly call*d 


I 


Ackleid , Fohn Becold, the Impious Tailour 

of Leiden , who caus'd ſo much trouble in 
Germany , with his Enthuſiaſm and Villa- 
nies. p 

faldabaoth , One of the canting terns us'd 
by the proud Gnoſticks, Vide Epiphay, 

Zamnail, 7ames Nailor , That infamous En- 
thuliaſt, who equall'd himſelf co our Saviour, 
and had 1n his pocket when he was taken tbe 
Deſcription of Chriſt which Lextslxs ſent to 
the Senate of Rome, which begins thus, Appa- 
ruit temporibus noſtris , & adhuc eft , homo magne 
virtutis , nominatcs Jeſus Chriſtus , &c, Or- 
thodoxogr. Theolog. Tor. 1. pag. 2. 

Tconecron , *"Erxy winpuy , the [mage of the 
dead. 

® [conium, from *Eimwy, 41 Image. Itis us'd 
in the Third Book to expreſs that ſort of Re- 

| lIigion 
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hgion which 1s only made up of out-lides : | 


not reproving thote who would have God 
tery'd with bodily Worſhip, (tor ſo be 
ought to be , as we have declared DooOk 4. ) 
but ſi.h as do neglect the Spirit ot Religion, 
which is, colove God wich all our heart, and 
to direR all our Actions to hi: Gloty. making 

| his boly Will the Indiſpenſable Rule or our 
Lives. -He dwelleth not fo much in any Tem: 
ple as 1n the Soul of a Good man, who, a+ 
Hierocles ſays moſt excellently 5 "Itq6440y £2umv 
T 5 owyH, x; 0 aun $eny Tix]ang Thy bavte uyny, 
L voady rg \ohry bv To Jous CILE F $2V7y Ty 
"axavely viv. 1. ©. offers himſelf for a Sacrifice, 
makes his own Soul the Image of God, and prepares 
his Mind to make it a fit [emple for the Recep- 
tion of Divine Light. | I;1. 

Idiopathy,from 19: y and JF. It denotes 
mens Particular Afet ions , peculiar Tempers 
and Perſwaſions , with which they are ſo in- 
amour'd, that many times with-much Pajhton 
and little Reaſon they condem others who 
are not prone to ſympathize with them 

{ ealouſie and its ſad ettects. 

Immortality of Humane Sonls aſlerted. 301. b. 

Wicked men believe not the Doctrine of 
Immertality , becauſe they hope not for any 
Happineſs in the Eternal World, | 

Infidetity the Root of all vice, eſpecially 
the Unbelief of Immortality. Emrip. in Anar, 
Androm. Te Yiia S& $8, it" bx(v yi Nulw , 
HMen. *Orey Td" jy , mrs bronpure 1. EC, Do you 
think God is wo God, and that there is no [udg- 
went ? Men. When that comes I will bear 
if, 

Inganna, Cr afy. SR 

Irene, *Etpirn , Peace. A Virgin which to- 
wards the turther end of the Holy Rode 


preſents Travellers with Garlands of Ama- | 


ranth. Peace and Tranquillity are the Fruits 
of Perſeverance in a good courſe of Life, 

* [ſoſthees, One that thinks himſelf aþ/e co 
equal the probability of Falſood with Trath, 
and to introduce a Sceptical 'Imdiraz, which 
as Sextus Empiricus dehnes it, 15 i x7 meiy w 
amciay "Loanmys, A equality of Futh ana Unbelicf. 
This L«cian meant by b1s Ballance, T2? x ov 
Ta mhua murt Bina, Zdyronrw by aunts ab- 
y+5 » x) eds 73 lovy andturw. 1.6. To what uſe 
ao you put theſe ſcales ? I connterpoiſe Reaſons, 
and equal the weight of Truth and Falſheod L 
which is to endeavour to plague the World 
with an infinite Disſatistation, 


K 


CE Albnlus, from Kants and Ball, a Good 
\ Connſellour. | 


K alodexus , Katidfzs& , One whoſe mind is 
1nricl'd with zoble Opinions and rais*d Appre- 
lentfions, 

K enepiſt ir, Ks: Ting 5 vain Faith, It is de- 
(crib'd in Book 3. * | 
; K epanaclns , Kims"AvaxI]Q@ , tbe K ing*s Gar - 
uCN, 

A Gond Kiag deſcrib'd. 27. b. 

Kiskilariviam , an inlignificact word ud 
by Eraſmus in one of his Epiſtles, and is of as 
much ſenſe in Speech as 7ranſubſtartiation is 
1n Religion, # 

Klerotheron , 6 mis xAnges Seay , One that 
hunts for the Inheritance of others. 

The Knowleage of our ſelves , the Cure of 
Pride, and how, 1209. 

Krimatophobus . Ketua]lO $oCO- , the Fear of 
/#dgment , an inſeparable Companion of Sin. 
$0 that egregious Chear of himſelf , Di; Dee- 
que quam male eft extra ligem viventibs \ quic- 
qua mernerunt , ſemper timert, Apud Pe- 
cron, 


L 


Abargyrus , from AaCey and* Apyugs, One 
who greedily recerves mony , and will do 
Og without it. The name of a corrupt 
udpge. 

Lady, A good Lady pictur'd. 3. b. 

Lampromela , Naymnedy x, wav, partly bright, 
partly dark, Death repreſented by a River ſo 
cali'd Book 5. for it 1s dark as it obſcures the 
bodily Life , and bright as it draws the Cur- 
tains of Eternal Light which ſhines upon 
Good Souls in the other World. 9. Þ. 

Law of Natnre. See Nature. | 

Lerocritas, from Aueys and xene, A / wage of 
Trifles , Zuxoms Texyudyior, One wha is zealonſly 
buſie about little things. 
; Leitocharts 3 Angoay els " the C harity of Roub- 
ers. 

Leſtrygon. The Leſtrygones were a barba- 
rous ſort of people, which Thucydides (lib.6.) 
ſays he knew not whence they came nor whi- 
ther they went, They infeſted Sicily and 
Campania 1n Ttaly, Homer in Odyſſ. 10. tells us 
how they us'd Vlyſſes and his Companions. 

Lencas, NevnemTeg, 4 white Rock, or Pro. 
montory of Epiras,not far from Atium,from 
which vain Lovers us'd to throw themſelves, 
that they might be frecd from the madneſs 
of impotent Paſſion, They ſeldom fail'd of 


their Cure, for they commeniy broke their 
necks, 
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E t de nimboſo ſaltam Lencate minatur 
Aaſcula Lesbiacis Sappho Peritura ſagittis, 


Auſon, And 1enanaer 1a Stobens lib. 10. 


M——— Toy Vol; zo uns 
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Les0omachia , Controverſie about woras , by 


whigh Philoſophy is made only Aiquy 442 @, | 


a vain #9i/e of woras,and Divinity Mamunoyia, 
vain talk, as St. Paul ſaith. 

Loxius, NeEiag , a Name beſtow'd upon A-| 
pollo, becauſe bis Anſwers were A:Z# djppiCond, 
a ox, oblique, double, ambiguous. 

The Love of God defin'd and prais'd in Phi., 
lethea's Speech, 161, 

A Lover of God deſcrib'd, 144. 

Luxia, the Country of the ſoon, concern» 
ing which LZxcian makes a pleaſant ſtory in 
his Book de ratione [crib, Ver. Hiſt. 

Luſingha, Flattery. : 

Lymanter, Avuarmq, 4 Deitroyer. 

Lyſanaer, T5 T8 Auoul TW aydpas , One that 
delivers men from ſlavery, 


M 


j Angibella, a geod Eater. 
IY; Mantimanes, a mad Prophet, 

Aarriage defended, 59 

* Aarringe Of Alethion and Agape , &c. 
which 1 have written jn the cloſe of the ſixth 
Book , 15not to be underitood ina common 
ſenſe; neither would 1 have any Ameroſo 
think that if I had proceeded further in that 
Narrative, I would haye written a ſtory of 
vulgar Love. No, no; I meant what TI have 
ſiid , not of the IHayſmu 6 *Agcod)my , the com- 
mon Venus , 35 Pleotin calls her z but of the sga- 
jia , the Heavenly : and intended by the Mar. 
riage of Theoſebius and Vrania to lignihe the 
Unioa of Wiſdom and Piety ; by that of Ale- 
thion and Agaze, the Conjundction of Truth 
and Love; by that of N:comachns and Arete, 
the happy Poſſeition of YVertxe which 1s the 
Reward of conſt axt Endeavonryby that of Benti- 
volto and Theonoe , the charitab'e ſympathy Of 
divire Goodneſs with the Afﬀiiited 5 by that of 
Panaretus and Irene, the Holy Peace which our 
Saviour , the great *Eyyomds , will make 


when he hath conquer'd all Enmity to his: 


Excellent Ruies , and deſtroyed whatſoever 


doth oppoſe that happy Tranquillity which | 


his Goſpel will beltow upon the World when 
ici: obeyed. Sec Plotin Enn. 6, lib. 9. 
1luteorenes , trom Mymui® and avis , an 


| [gnoble perſon , who ſers his mind only upon 
Wealth, . 

Met eoponus, MzmiQ myOr, Labour in vain. 

Medenarete, Mnc\y agen , One who efteems 
Vertue to be nothing, 

Megabronchus , One that hath a great throat 
from was and Beg;yy@. 

Megalophron, Mazanig: wy, properly One who 
whe hath a great Mind; bur here it lpnifies 
One who hath high thoughts concerning himſelf 
and doth much relliſh his own worth. 

Meleta, Minimm, Care. 

Metameluſa , from uers and wan, One who 
takgs thought afterward, It lignifties in the Se- 
cond Book /ate Repertance. | 

Metanea, Meminoin; Change of mind, ſecond 


| Thoughts, 


AMiaſmaſarkus 2 Miaous CATH , Defilement 
of the fleſh with bodily lin, which the Rarteys, 
modern Gyofticks , have patroniz'd as a more 
rais'd ſtrain of Religion, as their Predeceſ- 
[ſours did of old, 

Micrecheires , from wxgds and xte, Small- 
handed, The old name of Pol)g/orrus , which 
had much Religious Talk, but few pood 
Deeds. 

Miſagathus, an Hater of gcod men. 

Miſkaten, Miowy xgady, One who hates Good- 
neſs. 

AMiſoplannus , One that hates Cheaters, takes 
pains to diſcover their Frauds and to unſe- 
duce the deceiv'd. | 

Aiſopſeudes, a hater of Falſhcod, 

Moira, Mcipe, Fate, Deſtiny , to which Hy- 
pocrites are apt falſely ro attribute their 
wickedneſs which ariſeth from the choice of 
their own Wills, and is confirm'd by many 
Voluntary Actions, 

Monogrammus, MoyiygaupO,4 Pilture rude- 
ly delineated. PAonogrammi dicuntur homines 
pertennes & decolores  Nonins, $O Laciliu,uix 
vive hommi  monogrammo. SO Gaſſendus, who 
rook ſo much pains to do honour to Fpicurns, 
Monegrammi aicuntur Dij inſtar hominum macie 
exteunuatiſſimorum : metaphora dutta « Piftura ; 
qni priuſquam coloribus quaſs corporentur , linets 
qnibuſdam aaumbrantur , conficientibius eam pi- 
ture (peciem quam priſci Latini dixerint ſuble- 
ſtam, &c. "Tully calls theſe Gods, Deos adum- 
bratos. Lib. 1, de Natura Deor. 1 find nor fault 
with ZEpicurus 10 much for thar he ſaid they 
had not Corpora, ſed quaſi corpora , which Tull 
gives us leave to call Nonſenſe , but becauſe 
he made God with his Deſcription , not De- 
am, ſed quaſi Deum , which 1s rude Blaſphemy. 

Moralazon, a proud fool, 

Aforogelon , One that laughs at the Follies Of 
the World, 

Moroneſus, Myygay, Nos, the Iſland of Fools, 

Afarephila, One that loves feo!i/Sly , as many 

Pirengs 


o 


| 
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Parents do their Children, whiilt hey tax 
much care of their Bodily Accomplithments, 
bur neglect ro pel tet their Souls with Ver: 
cue, 

AMearoſophis, an half- itt:4 man , Qne who 
hach a little wit , but makes t6011tl uſe of It. 

Aforpheolus , from A:rphew , the Miniſter 
of Sleep, an Attendant upon Lutury , whom 
I bave deſcrib'd in a parti-coiour'd Mantle 
according to that tormof Habit in which 
Philoftratus og _Amphiar,) faith he was pain 
red of old 5 *Ev aver vide, yiyperlay Xa 
wn me Tye adbahy 6H wiraunn, tn acareleſs garb, 
having 4 white gaArzent upon a black one , tO F 
nihe, as he thought, the Viciflicudes of Night 
and Day which tollow one another at no 
great diſtance , for except tyoſe who dwel 
near the Poles, thac of Homer 15 applicable to 
all che Word, 


"Efyvs 33 1ud]os oþ nwnmes 627 x& <4, 
IN 


 Araiſus, One in love with tis own ſha- 
dow. It 1s acommon ſtory, but too 
pertinent where have applied ir, Nay 4ph- 
onray Vhrwv, mvd £5 2vT% Lwitoy, of Egwy THS CRUSH 
$844425 Philoſtratuu ſays, he lean'd over a Spring, 
gaking Pleaſure in the contemplatioa of his «wn 
Beauty. What bettet thing do they who ſpend 
their time between the. Comb and the Glaſs ? 
as Seneca ſays. 
 Narke, Naepxy, the Cramp-fiſo, which be. 
nums the hands of thoſe who touch it, Here 
ic{ignifies dull Sloth which throws the Powers 
of the Soul into a heavy kind of lleep, and 
makes it unactive, | 

* Nature, The Laws of Reaſonable Na- 
cure Eternal and Indiſpenſable, not Cuſtoms 
of Men or Conſtitutions o7 Princes alcer- 
able at pleaſure , bur writtca in our ſouls by 
God,and how, 

Here I think it not inconvenient to inſert 
two or three noble Teltimonies of thts 
Truth, Amongit che Hearthens that of So- 
phoctes 1s incomparable , who in Oeaip. Tyr. 
writes thus. | 
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ſerve ;bat venerable Sanility in my Words and 
Deeds , which is commangaed by theſe ncble Laws, 
which were made in Heaven. God is their Father, 
aot Mortal Nature neitner ſh:'! they ever be 
fo; gotren or abrogated, for there 1: 1 thejn 4 great 
Goa who never waxth old, The ike ſenſe he 
bach in his Artigone, To thi- I add that of 
Platarch , who ſpeaking of this Law , ſaith, 
It 15 ux ty BiChiuus Ew jiypaunt®&, ui ty 
ZUAos, «Ma tuduy @ oy taumrs Aip da ov- 
yOLKap , * wnd\wors Thy ughy tov Wpnuoy Knd:- 
wving. l.cC. A Law no written in Tables or 
Books , but awelling in the Mind alwayes as a lt- 
ving Rule , which never permits the Soul to be de- 
;titnte of an interiour Guide. Of the fews thar 
of Phils (hall ſerve for all, Niuos 5 4 bdVs 6 
opdos aby@,vy Wav oy Sevos 13% Saves fence pbage 
ms ,oy atpndiogs n Sina avuy & arlvyors , av 
Us dIuyaTs gu3:us , aqodueT@ ww auraty avis 
Ty mw Ieig. 1. Ce, Right Reaſon is an {nfalluble 
Law, not a mortal Rule given by this or that mor- 
tal noliveleſs Precept writtes in Paper or upon 
Pillars , but Immortal , being engraven by the E- 
ternal N ature in Immortal Minas. Of the Chri- 
ſtians St. Paul calls it Niuas ypufes by Tais 
x8 aug, Rom, 2.15. f«ſtin Martyr ſays, The 
Rules of it are *Aiayia dixgia. Origen , Nous 
x7! ms xorvas brviiag , irrarapuer Or, Th wfuyy + 
Tertullian , Teftimonzum Anime naturaliter 
Chriſtiane; Chryſoftome , *Eyxeiuw@ Ty qvou 
Ty nuemeps AMStzatarG 1.c. A Law written in 


the common Notiaas of Good and Evil ts planted 
ia our Souls ,, a natural kind of Chriſtianity a 
Teacher awelling in eur Natures, Nature may 
be ſo perverted with Vice , that men will not 
acknowledge the Innate Notions of Truth. 
So fuſt, Martyr told Trypho , <a qavans ayz- 
T(ogins, of E2n7 QavAGY, &; Yar Tvngar Me- 
plaptrmns ms guags tyviies a'mwninur , being 
corrupted by bad Education , evil Cuſtoms , and 
wicked Inſtitutions , they aeſtroy their Natural 
Notions, and , as Porphyry's phraſe is, do xaJa- 
ivdigar ms gvowws , ſpeak, falſly of our Na- 
ture ; and therefore jultly rejeted by Ari- 
Fotle as Incompetent Judpes of Nature (Pol. 
[ 5.) 41n theſe. words. Ac 4 guoriy iy 3535 
xT voy Tyuomn waithov 7 Quan, x) uh bs Tois Si - 
S=guarors, 1. Co We are to enquire concerning 
what is Natural , of thoſe who are in their Natu- 
ral temper : and not of theſe who have corrupted 
their Nature, | 

Nanpailus, a place to baild Ships in,! Lepaite 
to was ſo call'd formerly. | 
: Neceſſity. The Docrine of Neceſſity de- 
'troys all Vertue. 

Necrog ea , Naupay jaie , the Region where ae- 
rarted Souls dwell. 


Nemeſia and Ieme/.s, frOmM N+:wens, Indignd- 


tion and Reverge. | 
Hy Neuroſtpait - 


eur hearts , an Eternal Righteouſneſs, which with * 
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Nenroſpaſts , Nb ganam , Proppets , Or things | 


which though they ſeem to a of themſelves, 
are onely mov'd by unſeen wires or ſtrings, 

Nicemachus, One that conquers in fight, In 
the Fourth Book he repreſents a Good man 
vanquiſhing all ſorts of ſpiritual and fleſhly 
Tentation, 


O 


Dax, from *OY; , a Tooth. In the Third 
Book it lignihes the ſharp Remorſes of 
an evil Conſcience, 

Ogdoads , e/Eonian Ogdoads , a wild Phanlie 
of the Gnoſticks. Vide Scrofam e/Eontam apud 
Tertallianum; & Bythi menſarus & partunm 
obſtetricationes, apnd I[reneum, 

Offtirmon, aaxmn: wov, a Merciful Perſon, | 

* Ommelion , from %uuz and jni@', a Sun- 
like Eye, a clear Underitanding. Holy Souls 
have the moſt plain Vilions of God. So Ple- 
tin Ennead, 2. lib. 9. 8 33 $6 m cdacy, Bair 
eps Otdy wevye n $34 Cims Lev wh x) mos BMt- 
Jy Np. 'Aptry wiv &y ig AQ} mein, v 
iy Jux3 iyſerownn wer peornmniws, Orby Peixyv- 
ny. i. e. To what purpoſe ſhould we talk of looking 
tewards God ? That is worth nothing , except we 
ſhew alſo how we may come to ſee him, Vertue 
joyn'd with Prudence , when it is brought to Per- 
fetion, will few God to #5. 

Onoxirus, "Ovs ovep@ , the Dream of an 
Aſs. The Captain of the Levellers, who lay 
the Foundation of their Deligns upon vain 
Dreams and fooliſh Imaginations, 

Ontagathius, onus dans, One truly good. 

Opinm , the juyce of Poppies. I have put 
it by a Figure for Poppies themſelves ; bur if 
any think it too great a Catachrelis, they may 
put out Opinm , and write Poppies in the place 
of 1t. | 

Orexis, Appetite. The greateſt Power which 
Tentations have againſt us , is from that In- 
tere(: which they have in our ſenſitive Appe- 
ri1res. . 

Orgilus, an Angry man, One of Bentivolio's 
Accuſers. Anger when it is a little humour'd, 
deſtroys Good will. 

Orphana , 'Oggayis, an Orphan, The ſtory is 
but too applicable tro many who by the Inh- 
delity of their Guardians are us'd after the 
manner which 1s related, 

Oremaſdes. See Arimanins. 

Orthocrinon , 37 Irs xplywy, One that makes A 
true Eſtimate of things. 

Orthodns, ig$h 5dys, the right way. 

Oftraciſm, 'Ocexu 5ws, 3 form of Proſcrip- 
tion us'd by the Athenians, in which the Name 
of the baniſhed Perſon was writ 1n a Shell. 
Epiſt Ded. 
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D Ammachia, awe yy , altogether Conten- 
trous, full of Strite and War, 
Pammegas, Very great, Simon Mapus , who 
did caditioaty Miliee to be looked upon as 
Tis wezas , and prevail'd ſo far as to be call'd 
n Jvrapus 73 O17 » wiann (Att.8,9, 10.) and 
to have his Statue erected in Rome with this 
Inſcription , Simons Deo Santlo, To Simon the 
Holy God, Fuſt. Martyr. Apol. 2, 
Pammelena, All dark, By this name the 
ſtate of Jgnorance is repreſented Book 3. 
Panaretus , All-Vertuous, The Brother of 
Bentwvolio and Urania, Where Heavenly 
Light and Holy Love inhabir, they are ac- 
companied with every other Vertue. 
Pancrates , One who hath got an abſolate 
Dominion over his Paſlions. 
Panaacryon, from Nay and Jzxzvoy, One who 
can weep when he will, 
Pangelos, One wholly given to laughter and 
vain mirth. 
t Panzychis, lays, Pervigilium, a Watch- 
ing all night; The name of an immodeſt wench, 
in Petron. taken from the nefandi pannychi(mi, 
the Infamous Night-Feaſts, which were ce. 
lebrated in honour of Priapas and Venus. E- 
tiam dermire vobis i animo eſt, cum [ciatis Pria- 
pi Gemo pervig ilium aebere ? Pet. - 
Panſophia, All-Wiſdom, So the Impudent 
Weigelins inſcrib'd ſome of his Books, and N«- 
vemoiguay , One who knows all things, Of his 
Books he hath recorded theſe arrogant ſay- 
ings. In his librss continentty nou (olum omnia ad 
Coleftem & terreſtrem ernditionem neceſſaria, 
ſed quicquid omnino 4 mundi exordio uſque ad ejus 
finem vixit , quicquid ſcriptum aut diftum , vel 
etiam ſcribi aut dics poſſit, quod omnes ſtudere de- 
bent , &c, Confeſl. cap, 9. The Roficrucian 
PINRONs ſay ſome ſuch things of their Foun- 
er. 
Panſtreblus , altogether Perverſe. 1 have be- 
ttow'd this Name upon the filthy Ranters,the 
Gnofticks of theſe dayes, who have turn'd Re- 
ligton into Atheiſm, and the Grace of God 
into wantonneſs. 
Pantheon, Tlaywwv. A Temple at Rome dedi- 
cated tO all the Gods, It is put inthe Third 
Book for Heatheniſh Idolatry.. 
Panthnetas, Tizy Oyyry , One that eſteems all 
things mortal, and fancies that the Soul dies as 
well as the body, 
Panurgus, Tleys;y © , One that hath a crafty 
wit apt tor any Del1gn, 
Parelion E Ilaynni@ , the Sun reflefled , aA 
round Cloud glittering with the Image of 


the Sun, 


Nl 


Parreſia, 


———————— 
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Parreſta, Ilappnne » Freeaom of Speech A Con- | 


fidence. 

Paruſa, That which: preſent 

Paſenantins,Cont+ary to all, A perverſe man, 
who deſpiſeth all others in compariſon with 
himſelt. 

Paſiphilas, a Friend to all men. 
rhe; 2c nay, Paſſian, affeRion, ſoftneſs. 

Piraſmns, Tlqcaouds, T entation, 

Piraſtes, a Tempter. 

Peria, Theyia, Poverty, 

Perilypia, Neem, Greef. 

Petaliſm , Ti:maiouas , 4 Mode of Baniſh. 
ment us*d in Syracuſe , 1n which the Name of 
the proſcrib'd perſon was written in a Leaf, 
Epiſt. Ded., 

Philadelphia, Brotherly Love, | 

Philalethes, #1z@an$ns , 4 Lover of Trath, 

Philazdra, a Lover of hey Husband. 

- Philaxthropus , a Kind mans. 

Philedones, a Lover of Pleaſure, 

Philopartas, a Lover of ai! men. 

Philopſendes , #ne dis, a Lover of Falſ- 
hoed, a Liar. 

A generous Philoſopher deſcrib'd in the 
Perſon of Orthocrinon. 

Philothea, #1x424@& , 4 Lover of God and Di- 
vine things. 

Philoxenus, $61xnbEwQO- , Hoſpitable, a Lover of 
Strangers. 

Phlegon, #xiquy, an Incendiary. 

Phrittas, Dreaaful, Terrible. 

Phroneſia, from #giynas, Prudence. 

Phronimns, Prudent. 

* Phylace, bvxaxa, 4 Priſon. 

In that place I have deſcrib'd the (ad ſtate 
of Sinners in the other World. I hope none 
will.be ſo dull as not to underſtand that 1 


have taken many of thoſe expreſſions which 


I uſe there in a Metaphorical ſenſe, herein 
following the Example of Holy Writ, where 
Fire, Worms , Darkneſs , and ſuch like words, 
are put to {ignihe Spiritual pains. 

Piacenza, Pleaſnre, the Title of the Second 
Book, wherein a Y oluptuous Life is deſcrib'd 
and reprov'd, 

Picrudor , Thixedy ve , bitter Water, an Em- 
blem of bitrer Zele. 

Pigerrimo, a $ luggiſh perſon. 

Pinodipſon, Hungry and thirſty, Poverty. 

Pirates, Neiegmis, a Pirate. 

Piftalethes , Thuisls «aydis, true Faith , which 
is deſcrib'd. 126, 127. 

 Pithologus, Convincing Reaſon. 

Pithopſendes , One who perſwaaes others to 
believe what is falſe. 

Planaſter, a wanaring Star, 

Pleonettes, Nawyix]ng,a Covetons Perſon, One 
that deſires to have too much. 

Pleonefton, the ſame, 


S— 


Pluteraſtes, Thurs "Beavis, 4 Lover of Riches « 
Plwtopenes , from Nazr@- and my; . a poor 
r16h man, who never hath enough 4 enjoys or 
makes any good uſe of what "2 8H | 
Plutocepia , from Air and xomy, 4 City 
whoſe Inhabitants rake pains for nothing but 
wealth. | | | 
| Pnenmatodes , Spiritual. In the Third Book 
it denotes Spiritual Wickedneſs, Pride,Con- 
tention and Wrath, which puff up mens minds 
and ſwell their thoughts. 
| Polyg lotus , Nonrynafi®, much Tongue, Re- 
[1g10n 1s diſtreſs'd when thoſe who pretend 
to it do only honour it in word. 

Poliftherium, Tlints $rewy, the City of Beafts : 
2 name fit enough for the Myggimais of The- 
riagene, 

Polymachus , Tun wax © , much given to Con- 
tention, 

Poliſemna, Very grave. 

Polythens, HlewnG , One who worſhips many 
Goas. 

Ponns, Labour, 

Prince, a good Prince deſcribed. 30.b, 

Proſelenus , Tiegomnr@ , Antelunaris, One 
born before the Moon. The Arcadians did lon 
ago endeavour to make the World believe 
chat the Moon was their Junior , and were 
therefore call'd zgorayyer. The Scholiaſt of 
Apollonius ad illud 4. Argon. ; 

"Apxgds 0, x; Tpicds StAnvaing veormas 

Zatny. 

Petronias gave this name by way of Teer to 
an old Woman who was a ſervant to Circe. 

The Providence of God in the Government 
of the World aſſerted and vindicated, 46.b. 

Pſ[aphon , a famous Cheater in Libya, who 
aſpir*d to be worſhip*d with Divine Honour. 
See Max. Tyr. Diflert. 19, 1n ſchol. Diong 
Chriſeft. he 1s call'd *Adsg4s. | 

P ſeuaelpis, falſe Hope. 

Pſ[endenthea, from fan, and ty.$40y, falſe In- 
[piration, with which the World hath bcen of- 
ten troubled. 

Pſendognoſis, Ld lwwu@ yan, K nowledge 
falſly ſo call a. 

Pſendolus , 4A91@ , as Salmaſius would 
have us read it, One maae up of Lies. 

Pſeudorcus 44 h;x@, 2 Perjur'd Perion. 

Pſychopannyx, trom «v9 , ws and ys, One 
who affirms the Sow! when it is ſeparated 
from this Body to be as void of Perception as 
the Eye is of lipht in a dark Night. 


Q 


Uintilla. One of this Name was a Com- 


panion of Moatarus, who profeſs'd him- 


ſelf tobe the Holy Ghoſt. She was not un. 


like the other two Priſca and AMaximilia, who 
K k left 
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left their Husbands to follow that unclean 
Impoſtor. From 2uintilla the Montaniſts were 
call'd. Quintiliax; : ſhe deſerves no better a 
Reaſon of her Name thari ſome have given 
of 2aartilla (apnd Petr.) viz. que ob qua- 
dranters ſui copiam fateret, i, &, parvs pretij ſcor- 
148, E 


R 


) Epentancs deſcrit'd. 
A Retired Life, 

Rhexinous , *Pytive@+ , that Enervates the 
mind : a propet Epither of 7ealoufie , which 
breaks and difcotnpoſeth the Spirit. 

Rhipſaſps , One who throws away hu ſhield 
and flies at the ſight of an Enemy , as De- 
moſt henes was reported to have done. 

Riches contemptible, and amongſt other 
Reaſons becauſe they are uſually given to 
the worſt of men ſo he, 

MJ IlaiToy ens 33 Invite Only, 

Oy x © xgxi50s Fadies ixmiosl]e, 

Rode abells , the fair Rock, The lovely Mount 
of Temperance , upon which the Soul enjoys 
the Delights of ſerene Contemplation. 


$ 


Aprobius , from Zamgic and B8iQ- , One of 4 

—_ Life , ſeduc'd to it by falſe Prin- 
ciples. 

 Scepeicus, a Philoſophical Seeker , One of 
the Pyrrhonian Se; who believe nothing. 

Holy Scriptures 1 efended, 96, b. 

Septicollis , *ExJarog@r, Rome , formerly fo 
call'd from the ſeven Hills upon which it was 
builr. 

Sertorins, See his ftory in Platarch , who 
among other things. hath related whac tricks 
he put upon the Superſtitious Spariards with a 
a Tame Doe. 

Sigalion, from $19} , Silence. An Image 
upon the Egyptians commanding ſilence with 
ſhut Lips, A God in great reſpeR with Wiſe 
men. Ir ſignifies here that Silence which pru. 
dent men = alwayes warily kept in all evil 
times, | _ 

Simmagus, a Contraction of Simon Magn, 
the Grand-father of the Gnoftichs, 

How $iz came into the World. 55- 

Siopelus , Eromnds , One who can hold hu 
peace. 

Skeletion, from Zxaxeny, 4 dried Carkaſe. 

Skiamelinſes, Exid wennuons » VIZ, Uxuarne, 
A ſhadow of a ftate to come, taking 1t inthe ſame 
fenſe as it is us'd Heb, 2, 1 have us'd this 


; 


| 


—— 


were but the external Shadows of a more no- 


ble ſtate of Religion, 

Sophiarete , Zogie, and *Argni, Wiſdom and 
Vertue, 

Sophron, Temperate. 

Sopbroſyne , T emperaxce , deſcrib'd at large 
in the Fourth Book. 

Soſandra , mgg m3 ex{niy ny arJ)e. , the Name 
of a Good Wife , ſo call'd from preſerving her 
hnsbaxd, 

Stanrus a Creſs : but Book Third particu- 
larly meant of the Croſs of Chriſt , who by 
the one oblation of himſelf upon it abroga- 
ted all the Zewi/h Sacrifices, 

Streblodeſpotes, SrgsCnds dranbrys , 4 Perverſe 
Mafter. 

Sympathus, EvurmNg, One who is Compaſſio- 
nately affefted with the Miſeries of others, 

Synaxis, Euvetis , 4 Convention Or Congrega- 
tion. It is taken Theologically for a Compa- 
ny of Chriſtians met together to celebrate 
the Feaſt of the Lords Supper , and to make 
a zoynt Commemoration of his Death with 
all bumble Thankſgiving, 


T 


| _ » Ta «rw, Thoſe things which are a- 
ove, | 

T akato, Te xamw , Theſe things which are be- 
low. Theſe two ſtreams of the Spring Kya- 
thorryton kignifie the pood things which od 
gives with his right hand, as Wiſdom and 
Vertue; and with his left , as Strength of 
Body: Worldly Quality , Riches, &c. For 
he is Nleyur ma, 'Azatuy d'yadvy, T he Spring 
of Spring; , the firſt and beft Good from whom all 
Goodneſs is deriv a , as Syneſins ayes in one of 
his Hymns, See Agathorryron. 

T alepora, Miſerable. 

* T aliſmans, trom py an Image, for ſo 
I rather derive it than from Tiaequa. Figures 
made under certain Conſtellations according 
tothe Superſtition of the Syrians and Ara- 
bians, who thought them capable of Celeſtial 
Influences , and by looking upon which they 
thought they were able to divine concerning 
future things, as Panius Fagins obſerves out 
of R. DK. is libro Rad, B'D7Y ON BAN 
MMNyPN CINIRV Terapbim [wr imagines 


per quas futura cognoſcunt , The Jewes call'd 
them Teraphim, Gen, 31. 19, which Laban 
nam'd his Gods , and Aben Ezra thought bis - 
Daughter ſtole them, lelt they ſhould cell ber 
Father how her Husband ordeti'd his Flights 
from him, They were made ſometimes inthe 
form of Men, ſuch as 2ficho! (propably) put 
In David's Bed, Thoſe who delire to be in. 


Name , becauſe many Services of the 7ewi/ ſform'd further concerning them may read 
Temple and other pieces of that economy | 


Mr,Greporie's learnedCollections in his Notes 
upon 


—_—— 


upon 2 Sam. 5. Ard ſuch as ſhall pleaſe to, 
read Dr, H. Mores Myſtery of Godlinels,} 
Book 8. chap. 15. will] underſtand fully that 
the Docrigne of Tele/as is a Superſtitions 
Foolery, and that they bave no natural Ver- 
rue. | | 

T apanta, All things, Money is all to cove- 
tous Men, who make Gold their God, hoping 
that will help them to all things; accordin 
x0 that of the Jewes, 221 NR MIN pra 
Money anſwereth all things. 

T apimophroſyne, Humilly. 

T araxior, from Tepdt ts, perturbation, which 
doth uſually attend Coty Deſigns. 

Temperanza, T emperance,which 1s the great 
Panpharmacos , the true All- heale , which both 
prevents (ickneſs and reſtores health. Seeit 
deſcribed. 

Tentation deſcribed, 

T eraphims, See T altſmans. 

Terpſithea, $6. Ti41s, 4 divine foy, 

Tetrattys , Tipaxnr;s, 2 famous ſecret in the 
Pythagorean Philoſophy , which Hierecles hath 
explain'd in his noble Diſcourſes. upon the 
Aurea Carmina, upon that Verſe, 

Nat wa + nuwrige {1x0 megadvr]e mhperny 
and Plutarch, but ater another manner , 
Philoſophorum Decretis. I have nam'd ir in the 
Sixth Book , becauſe the arrogant Gnoſticks 
boaſted that this Te7g«x]vs came down in a 
Womans ſhape from places which cannot be 
ſeen or named, and brought down Truth, and 
ſhew'd her naked tothem , and gave them 
leave to talk with her. Vid. Epiphan. adver- 
ſus Her, Lib.1, Tom. 3. © Irentum contra 
Gnoſticos, Lib. 1. ; 

Thanatus, Death. 

Tharraleus, Bold, Confident. 

T haumaturgus Oevuarugy@® , One that per- 
forms miraculous Attions, Where I have ap- 
plied it, the word lignifies only one that doth 
ſome extraordinary Tricks above the reach 
of vulgar Wit, which he pretendeth to be 
Miracles. 

T heander, a Divine man. 

T belgomenus , © 1xyiuwr@ , One that may be 
led any whither , 2 plain perſon calle to be de- 
ceiv'd for want of Prudence. 

T heonce, from @anG- vs. A Divine Mina, 

T heophila 3 G: 8 TAYLOR, a Lover of God . and 
©+op1ats alſo , dear toGod , as all his true Lo- 
vers are. 

Theoprepia, @xongineia,, a State worthy of Goa. 

Thertitle of the fourth Book , wherein ſome 
things belonging to that State are diſcours'd, 
ſo far as the Nature of ſuch a work as this 1s 
would handſomly permir. 

T heorus, ©: wpds, One who Contemp/ates, from 
Oto:iw; Or ove who takgs care of Divine Mat- 
ters, from ©«43g and gpe, I plac'd Agathorryton 
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116, 111 


in this Hill , becauſe the Spring of Life dotlt 
pour forth its ſtreams molt plentifully vpon 
careful and holy Souls, 

T heoſehins, ©aenCd;, a Worſhipyer of God. 

T beoft yges, ©105v yas, 4 Hatoy of God and 0d;- 
ous to bim. 

T heriagene , Oxgia «141% , degenerate Beaſts, 
The Title of the Fifrh Book , in which many 


g\| brutiſh Opinions and ignoble PraRices are 


related. | 

T herioges, Onewedvs , Brutiſa as the Poor are 
commonly for want of Educatiav. : | 

T beriomachia, @:410payia,s Fight with Beaſts, 
The brutiſh Appetite is an Enemy to the Di- 
vine Life. 

T braſymachus, Ocnouay @, bold in F 'oht 

T hurepanet(ta, Ove amvoixTys , 4 Name glven 
tO Crates (in Diog, Laert.) becauſe he went 
intd every Houſe to teach Vertue. 
T imantus, Tiuev|@ , One who honours him- 
ſelf. | 
T rimalcio, Tyl;, araxos,a very ſoft and effe- 
winate Perſon. Some think that under this 
Name Petronius Arbiter did diſcribe theLuxu- 
ries of Nero, 8 

T ryſanor, T gvozywe, a T ormenter of men. 

T yplecon, Wilfully blind, 

T yphlotharſon, blindly Confident. 

T arcopolis , Conſtantinople, That piece of 
my ſtory is not Romance. Wt 


V 


\V4 Aphez.24, Beanty, Lovelineſs. 

Varaſembla, a Vain ſhew, The Title of 
the Third Book , in which many things 
extOll'd in ſome places as Eminent parts of 


Religion, arediſcover'd to be no ſuch mat- 
rcers. 


The Vaxity of Humane Life; I6. b. 


Uarmelion, One that believes there is n0- 
thing to come after this Life, 

Velleda , A Woman in Germany highly ac. 
cepted of the People for her Predictions, be- 
cauſe ſhe Prophelied Succeſs to the German, 
and Ruine to the Roman Legions, Tacitas, 
Lib. 4. Hiſtor, 

Vendetta, Revenge. 

Veneriola, a Wanton. 

The Nature of Iertxe deſcrib'd. 194. Þ. 


beſtow'd upon him, as all good men have 
When they are made partakers of the Reſur- 


region, 194. b, 
The Union of all Fertues in Urazia's 
Speech, 106, 


Urana, Heavenly Light,from 'Ov;avds, Hea- 
ven, M8 Light. See Bentivolio, 


The true U/e and Eſtimation of the Life 
Kk 2 whica 


Vithins , Bis vir, One who bath Life twice . | 
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which we bave in this World, 26. b. | 
. Uſ#rper; ſeldom eſcape Puniſhment, Eurip, 


Mapes 5 Irnauy 3hus ixmgde; wang, 
| \Nevs Ti, wgeCus Ky iees oo RIXLarxa wy, 
'Epnuig Ss, &v3Rs Vatd' Gregor, 
WwW 
wW Icheaneſs ever unhappy , eſpecially in 
the end. 


——T 5 mp" agy 
Tau axgonime wires mmhuvra. Pind, 


| 


1 


- ey nay. RY » A receptacle for 
\. Strangers. Ooule always to be fo 

in Philadelplia, that is, a Countty where pa 
love all their Neighbours as Brothers. 


* 


Owth Undiſciplin'd uſually Wicked and 
Unhappy. See Morephila, 


Y 
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